MONEY AND SOCIETY IN SOUTHERN ROMAN DACIA
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A recent work about the coin hoards in Roman Dacia (Suciu 2001), offers important
information on this particular kind of historical sources and allows interesting obscrvations.
Among them there is the cmergence of some big sized coin hoards, whose existence in this arca
requires further approach.

Until present day, 135 coin hoards were registered in Roman Dacia (Suciu 2000, 417).
Fourty deposits contain less than 100, eleven 100 to 500 coins and only twenty one have more
than 1000 pieces. The size of 15 hoards remains unknown (Suciu 2000, 423). These size of
tthese deposits have been induced on the only base of the recovered and classified coins, and
therefore they are arbitrary. What are the differences, except the size, between a hoard of about
800 and another of 1150 coins ?

One can notice, in the first place, that the small sized ones, containing lcss than 500
pieces, represent the largest proportion (88, i. e. 70,4 %), whilc the greater oncs (until 1000
pieces) are less under 9 %. Together, they sum up 99 coin hoards, i. €. 73 % of the whole
matcrial under analysis. The 21 hoards apprcciated as "big sized" represent only 16,8 % of their
number. But even thesc are far from being uniform. Nine of them do not overpass 1500 coins. To
their list onc can add the Stinesti coin hoard which was not yet studied. It contains morc than
1000 silver denarii (Pocnaru-Bordea, Mitrea 1994 -1995, 469-470 nr.72). Therefore, the number
of the big sized hoards increases at ten, as follows (we enlisted the name of the hoard, the
number of coins, the moment of the burying, the basic literature and the number on the map):

- Alba Iulia IV 1213 - Gallienus (Pavel 1976, 73-97) (1);

- Amaragstii de Jos 1333 - Gordianus III (Protase 1965, no. 6) (2);

- Apahida 1068 - Balbinus (Ardevan 2000, 494-498 (3);

- Belcinu > 1000 - Philippus Arabs (Protase 1965, no. 15; Popilian, Stan-Mirccsti SCN9,
1989, 42-43) (4);

- Franccsti 1356 - Elagabalus (Protase 1965, no. 34) (12);

- Gildu 1170 - Philippus Arabs (Protase 1965, no. 37) (13);

- Gruia 1501 - Gordianus III (Mitrea 1973, 412 no. 60; Poenaru Bordea, Mitrea 1991,
221 no. 44) (14);

- Pistestii din Vale 1440, - 7?7 (Poenaru Bordea, Mitrea 1990, 306 no. 90) (16);

- Stanesti > 1000 - Trebonianus Gallus (Poenaru Bordea, Mitrea 1994-1995, 469- 470 no.
72) (23); R

- Taga 1013 - Gordianus III (Protase, Crisan 1968, 139-173) (21).

As we think, these hoards are not basically different from the closest lower class and do
not go too far from the middle sized deposits in the province of Dacia. One must underline, on
the other hand, the small preponderence of southern Dacian territories in this picture (six finds
in Little Wallachia and four in Transylvania).

There are other coin hoards overpassing 2000 coins (sometimes even on a large scalc).
They do not fit the common numismatic pattern in Roman Dacia, are far less frequent and
represent much greater accumulated fortunes. Consequently, we think that they arc spotting the
light on a special economic and social phenomenon.

To the twelve such hoards, registered until now we can add also threc more finds. The
first one is the Bozovici II lost coin hoard. We know that it contained cca. 5 kg. silver coins
whercas the opinion that it could reach a number rather close to 2000 pieces(1). Another 1s the
Poiana Sératd coin hoard, which definitely belongs to the province (Goos 1877, 125 nr. 6;

75



Ardevan, Petac - under print). We also have to take into account the not yet studied hoard from
Scundu becausc of its sizc (around 3000 denarii)(Mitrea 1958, 155; Preda 1958, 467). All these
raise the number of big sized coin hoards to fifteen. The list is the following (containing thc
same data as the previous one):

- Biile Herculane > 2000 - Severus Alexander (Protase 1965 no. 11; Winkler 1965, 207-
208) (4);

- Barca, 2429 - Decius (Petolescu 1990, 17-34)(3) (6)(2);

- Bozovici [ > 2000 - Philippus Arabs (Protase 1965 no. 20) (7);

- Bozovici I1 > 1785 - Philippus Arabs (?) (Protasc 1965 no. 21) (8),

- Castranova > 8000 - Elagabalus (Protase 1965 no. 25) (9);

- Celei I c. 4000 - Philippus Arabs (Protase 1965 no. 26) (10),

- Dénesti c. 2000 - Severus Alexander (Poenaru Bordea, Mitrea 1991, 221 no. 36) (11);

- Piduretu c. 5000 - Philippus Arabs (Preda 1992-1993, 109-116) (15);

- Poiana Sérati c. 3000, - Commodus (Goos 1877, 125 nr. 6; Ardevan, Petac) (17);

- Silasuri 3200 - Antoninus Pius (Molnar, Winkler 1965, 269-293) (17);

- Samburesti 4300-4500 - Elagabalus (Chitescu, Popescu 1975, 222-227) (18);

- Scundu c. 3000 - Elagabalus (Preda 1958, 467) (20);

- Slatina c. 2250 - Commodus (Protase 1965 no. 66) (19);

- Slobozia c. 3000 - Philippus Arabs (Protase 1965 no. 67) (20);

- Vetel 2090 - Severus Alexander (Petolescu, Marghitan 1984, 119-127) (22).

It appcars obvious that such accumulations of silver coins occur in very diffcrent
historical moments. Their percentage goes increcasingly. In the 24 century therc are only three
such cases (Poiana Siratd, Sélasuri and Slatina), one in the first and two in its second half. On
the other hand, six coin hoards are dated in the first third of the 3™ century, during the Severan
age (Bdile Herculane, Castranova, Danegti, Samburesti, Scundu, Vetel) and six during the
military anarchy (Béarca, Bozovici I and II, Celei I, Pdduretu, Slobozia). The map shows only
three very dissipated discoveries in northern Dacia (Poiana Saratd, Silasuri and Vetel), three a
certain groupment in Banat (Béile Herculane, Bozovici I and II) and ten in the today Little
Wallachia. The preponderence of such big coin hoards in southern Dacia appears clearly
obvoius. If we add the three finds from Banat, the southern Dacia shows thirteen such hoards
(86 %).

The existence of exceptional coin hoards in a specific place could be explained also
through different circumstances. The two hoards from Bozovici seem to rcpresent a wealth
originating from the mines' business (Wollmann 1996, 31-33; 150-153), while thc Baile
Herculane hoard could have been hidden while its owner was visiting baths there (IDR IIV/1,
76). As the Vetel hoard was found in the proximity of the important Roman auxiliary fort of
Micia, it seems to represent the wealth of a military official or of a negotrator decaling with the
army (Petolescu, Marghitan 1984, 123, 126). The Poiana Siratd hoard was found near a very
important mountain passage; it could mirror the wealth of a merchant (Ardevan, Petac, /.c.).

As far as other coin hoards are concerned one cannot sustain similar explanations. These
great accumulations of money must have originated in the current economic activities and
represent some riches of the members of a Roman-Dacian social elite, the local upper class. It is
worth underlining that these hoards occur gencrally far from towns or impotant garrisons (with
the singlc exception of Celei I; Toropu, Tatulea 1987, 54, 58-59, 100-102, 104-105), commonly
in rural areals. Only one (Silasuri) was found in Transylvania. The other oncs are grouped in
Little Wallachia, mostly in three limited zones (sce fig. 1): a): the Targu Jiu bassin (Danesti,
Slobozia); b) around Buridava (Paduretu, Sdmburesti, Scundu); c) in the south-eastern plain
(Bérca, Castranova, Celei I, Slatina). The last onc is the richest in this respect. If we also take
into account the number of coins, the better endowment of southern Dacia with such great sized
hoards and the hierarchy of the mentioned limited zones become more obvious (3).
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This phenomenon requircs an explanation. It is usually accepted that the plain of Little
Wallachia is cxtrecmely well endowded with Roman rural settlements during the 2nd-3rd
centurics Roman province (Popilian 1976, 152-154 pl.LXXXIII; 1986, 54-63). The
archacological research or surveys registered cqually numerous existing or supposed vi//ac
rusticac (about 45), some of large dimensions ($andru 2000). The study of the Roman pottery
stands for thc same assertions (Popilian 1976, 152-153; 157-221). Big-sized coin hoards were
found not in the very proximity of the Roman towns, but especially in their supposed territoria.
The Targu Jiu bassin belonged to the town of Drobeta. Romula had also a vast territory, while
the juridical status of Sucidava remains still a matter of debate (Ardevan 1998, 70-72, 95-96).
The imposing hoards of Paduretu and Samburesti occured not too far from the supposcd
location of the much debated Malva town, which must have been the capital of Dacia
Malvensis, despite the lack of a municipal title (Piso 1993, 91; Ardevan 1998, 98-99). As far as
we know, the coin hoards discovered in the provincial towns have allways smaller
dimensions(4).

In conclusion, we think that these great coin hoards point the existence of a rich upper
class in the rural milieu, a social level of rich landowners, possessing greater rural estates
(Suciu 2001, 421, 426). Indecd, such hoards represent only a small percentage of thc fortunes of
this class, or of some of its servants (/iberti, actores, villici etc.)(5). Their existencc is connected
with the developpment of large-sized land ownership in Roman Dacia, a phenomenon
becoming visible especially in the Severan age (Piso 1995, 442-443; Ardevan 1998, 219-220,
231). The concentration of such coin hoards shows a greater developpment of these social
trends in southern Roman Dacia. The society of this area seems to have known a greater social
and economic polarisation as in the rest of the province. This situation finds its causes in the
geographic background, as well as in the type of economy and a rather limited degree of
urbanisation. Even here, however - as overall in Roman Dacia -, the growing and concentration
of the rural properties never reached the level of a real /atifindia, and even their richest owners
never acceded into the senatorial order (Piso 1995, 438, 440, 443; Ardevan 1998, 219-220,
347). In our province, the local aristocracy consists in fact of town decuriones, some of them
reaching mostly the equestrian rank (Piso 1995, 438, 440, 443; Ardevan 1998, 219-220, 347).

Some inscriptions from southern Little Wallachia show very rich private individuals,
possible owners of villae rusticae, who never entered, however, the municipal aristocracy (IDR
11, 147, 157, 187, 323, 635, 645, 647) (some of them peregrini - IDR 11, 134).

The possession of larger land properties was a condition for the provincial aristocracy
(Ardevan 1998, 163-166), but it never became its exclusive right.

Unfortunately, a small number of settlements from southern Roman Dacia have been
from coin circulation viewpoint. In fact, only the town of Drobeta (Stinga 1998, 143-208) and
the village from Orlea (Winkler, Biloi 1973, 191-193) were completely investigated. One can
add partial archaeological investigations at Diema (Chitescu, Poenaru Bordea 1981-1982, 184-
185) and auxiliary fort from Slaveni (Popilian 1974, 75-82). The data offered by these
researches are usefull for the understanding of the economic life in the province and the specific
features of southern Roman Dacia as well. However, they are still quite a few in ordcr to allow
a complete control of our previous assertions.

NOTES

1. A Roman denarius should weigh 3,99 g in the Augustan age, and only 3,41 g after the Nero's reform
(Mattingly 1967, 122-124). The coins found actually hoarded or as stray finds, have usually much
smaller weight. We appreciated a denarius at 2,80 g, as a common pattern. Consequently, the
Bozovici IT hoard should have had at least 1785 coins.

2. The four hoards found in this village could belong to a single greater hidden treasure (Iliescu 1971,
329; Pctolescu 1990, 19). Against this opinion: Popilian 1965, 432 and Petac 1998, 27-39; the
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main argument is the findspot. But at least Barca III and IV coin hoards were discovered in the
very same place (Popilian 1976, 188; Petolescu 1990, 17); together they would count 2047 coins.

3. The concentration of hoards in the bassin of Targu Jiu offers a number arround 5000 coins, while in
the Buridava area numbers more than 12000 and in the south-eastern plain - more than 16600
pieces.

4. They consist of silver denarii (with a single exception): Romula - around 700 (Tudor 1978, 121);
Drobeta - 5 aurer (Davidescu 1980, 137); Apulum I - 573 (Gézdac 1996, 135-151); Apulum II -
115 (Winkler 1965, 232-233); Apulum III - 224 (Winkler 1965, 233); Apulum IV - 1209 (Pavel
1976, 93-97); Apulum V - 130, Apulum VI - around 250, Apulum VII - more than 800 (all of
them not yet published but presented in nummismatic conferences); Napoca I - 102 (Ardcvan
1995, 181-194); Napoca II - more than 1200 (unpublished; kind information from our colleague S.
Cocis); Ulpia Traiana Sarmizegetusa - 21 (unpublished; kind information {rom Prof. I. Piso);
Porolissum I - 21 and Porolissum II - 41 (unpublished; kind information from Prof. N. Gudeca).

5.Their value is rather small in comparison with the usual spends of a local aristocrate (Ardevan 1995,
170-171, 206, 220). The evergesy mentioned in CIL 11T 1448 (80000 HS) means 20000 denarii, i.
¢. much more than the greatest coin hoard discovered in our province.
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Fig. 1. ROMAN DACIA - Greater coin hoards

Points on the map (highlight the hoard,
number of coins, moment of the hidding):
1. Alba lulia IV, 1213, - Gallienus;

2. Amarastii de Jos, 1333, - Gordianus III;
3. Apahida, 1068, - Balbinus,

4. Biile Herculane [, more than 2000, -
Severus Alexander;

5. Belcinu, more than 1000, - Philippus
Arabs;

6. Barca, 2429, - Decius;

7. Bozovici I, around 2000, - Philippus
Arabs;

8. Bozovici II, around 5 kg. (<2000 ), -
Philippus Arabs ?;

9. Castranova, around 8000, - Elagabalus,
10.Celei I, around 4000, - Philippus Arabs;
11. Danesti, around 2000, - Severus
Alexander;

12. Francesti, 1356, - Elagabalus;

13. Gildu, 1170, - Philippus Arabs;

14. Gruia, 1501, - Gordianus III;

15. Padurefu, 4942, - Elagabalus;

16. Pistestii din Vale, 1440, - ? ?;

17. Poiana Sdrata, around 3000, -
Commodus;

18. Silasuri, 3200, - Antoninus Pius;

19. Samburesti, 4300-4500, - Gordianus [II;
20. Scundu, around 3000, - Elagabalus;
21. Slatina, around 2250, - Commodus;
22. Slobozia, around 3000, - Philippus
Arabs;

23. Stinesti, more as 1000, - Trebonianus
Gallus;

24. Taga, 1013, - Gordianus III;

25. Vetel, 2090, - Severus Alexander.

1. Frontier of the Roman Empire; 2. Frontier of a Roman province; 3. Coin hoards consisting of more than 2000 pieces; 4. Coin hoards consisting of

1000-1500 pieces; 5. Roman urban settlements.
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