ON THE ORIGIN, DEVELOPMENT AND CHRONOLOGY
OF THE FIRST IRON AGE AT THE LOWER DANUBE

Some years ago, within a special study, I reprised
the problem of Tdméoani group, initially defined by B.
Hinsel!. Unlikely the ideas of the German scholar,
who treated Tdmioani group as a ceramics featured
one, we tried, on the background of some more recent
research and within the limits of our possibility, to
have in view all the important aspects which can define
a cultural group (areal, type of settlements and
dwellings, funerary rite and ritual, archaeological
findings, origin, development, relationships)Z. In the
purpose to avoid the ideas exposed in that occasion, we
only remind some of our conclusion, to open once
again the discussion about the announced problem. We
mainly limited the areal of Tdmdoani group at the
southern part of Moldavia: Covurlui Plain (Foltesti,
Tédmadoani, Vinitori), including the zone of the contact
with Covurlui Plateau, respectively Elan-Horincea
Depression (Suceveni) and the south-eastern edge of
Vrancea Sub-Carpathians (Cindesti). We remarked that
this later mentioned settlement seems to make the
connection with some related findings from the north-
east of Muntenia (Sihleanu, Rimnicelu, Briilita,
Silistea-Naziru, Spiru Haret), partially framed in
Sihleanu group, and partially in Babadag culture3. We
appreciated that the northern limit of the areal of
Tdmdoani group could be eventually marked by
sporadic ceramics fragments, discovered in the
Hallstattian settlement from Bradicesti (Central
Moldavian Plateau)?.

Simultaneously with the establishing of an early
Hallstattian "horizon" with incised pottery on the
Moldavian territory, Hiinsel let unresolved the question

I Hinsel, 1976, 1, p. 144 - 147.

Ldszlo, 1986. See also Ldszlo, 1985 - 1986, p. 11 - 13 and p.

22 (synoptic table); Ldszl6, 1989, p. 122 - 123 and p. 127

(synoptic table).

3 Hartuche, 1980, p. 302, 312 - 313, 329 - 333.

4  Excavations made by C. Iconomu, who was so kind to offer
us for study some materials, including fragments of cups,
with analogics in the scttlement from Tamaoani.

~

Atila Laszl6

whether we really are faced with a particular group or
only with a marginal phenomenon of the early
Babadag culture’. Despite the scarcity of the findings
which can be related to the discussed cultural group,
their analyze allowed the remark that the "horizon"
with incized pottery from the southern Moldavia is not
unitary. The comparison of the pottery found in the
two settlements where the researches had the
maximum extent, that is Tdmaoani and Vindtori, lead
us to the observation that, there are several common
elements, along with differences which seem to be
significant. We mainly consider as being relevant the
presence at Vinitori of the pottery typical for Babadag
I, adorned with rows of concentric circles with incised
tangent lines. This type of pottery is absent at
Tadmadoani, in the acknowledge that these two
settlements which are placed in the same area mark
two successive moments (stages) in the constitution of
the "early Hallstattian" civilization from the Lower
Danube region, although this process is far from being
elucidated®. Thus, we considered that the settlement
from Tamdoani, as well as the necropolis from
Foltesti, featured by a pottery of Sihleanu pattern (or
"Pre-Babadag")” are previous from Vinitori
settlement, where, together with the specified ceramics
type, also is found the pottery typical for Babadag I8.

5 Hinsel, 1976, p. 146.

Ldszlo, 1986, p. 71 and fig. 12 - 13 (typological plates).

7 For the cultural aspect named intially "Pre-Babadag" and
subsequently Sihleanu, which brought its contribution for the
inclusion into Babadag culture of certain elements inherited
from the Bronze Age, mainly from the pottery of Monteoru
culture (garlands, hatched triangles, bands of parallel,
horizontal or angular lines, etc., made by incision), sce:
Hartuche, 1972; 1973; Hartuche, Anastasiu, 1976, p. 18, 177 -
180, n. 361 - 370; 1980.

8 For the problem of the origin of Babadag culture, including
the pottery typical for the phase Babadag I, see: Morintz,
1964, p. 110 - 111, 114 - 118: 1971, p. 21 - 23: 1977, p. 1482;
1978, p. 160; 1987, p. 50 - 69; Moscalu, 1976; Moscalu,
Beda, 1979, p. 376 - 378; Brudiu, 1981, p. 531 - 535; 1991
(mainly p. 231 -232;1992,p.6 - 7).
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The stratigraphic data had in view at that moment (the
necropolis from Foltesti, certain sectors of the
settlement from Vinitori) presented the "horizon" with
incised pottery as being dated between the end of Noua
culture and the beginning of Babadag II phase, that is
Cozia group?. This relative chronology was finely
graduated due to the stratigraphic observations from
Cindesti where, between the level Noua II and that
with incised pottery, attributed to the phase Babadag I
(late), a level of dwelling belonging to Corliteni
group, with grooved pottery, is interposed .

To resume our ideas, we concluded that within the
incized pottery "horizon" from the southern Moldavia
we can distinguish two stages. The first one, for which
we suggested the name of Tdmioani, could be dated at
the beginning of Hallstatt, in the meantime
corresponding to the level of Corldteni type from
Cindesti. The second, named by us Vinatori, fits better
to the phase Babadag I (early ?) and is dated within the
limits of the phase Hallstatt A'!. To support the idea
mentioned above, it worths to be mentioned that the
sychronism between the settlement (implicitly the
stage) Tdmdoani, on the one hand, and the phase early
Corliteni, on the other hand, is also supported by the
discovery of analogous vases of Belozerska type both
in the settlement from Tdmioani (pit 2)!2 and in the
necropolis of Corlateni group from Vaslui (tomb 4)!3.
It is necessary to remind, in this first part of the present
work, the lack in the southern Moldavia (Lower Sireth
Plain and Covurlui Plain) of the findings of Corliteni
type. Perhaps this region belonged since the beginning
of the Hallstatt to the areal of some cultures or cultural
groups specific to the zone of the Lower Danube and
to the Istro-Pontic one'4.

9 Cf. Laszlo, 1986, p. 72. with bibliography and notes.

10 Ibidem, see also note 12. refering to Florescu A.. Florescu M..
1983. p. 74 - 76. and to information kindly offered by M.
Florescu.

11 Laszl, 1986, p. 72. Scec also Laszlé. 1985 - 1986, p. 22;
1989. p. 127 (synoptic table).

12 Petrescu-Dimbovita, 1953, p. 771. fig. 7/1 = Ldszl6. 1986.
fig. 10/1.

13 Andronic. 1962, p. 91. fig. 4/1 = Andronic. 1982, p. 120. fig.
6/3. On the Belozerka character of the vascs from Tamaoani
and Vaslui. sec Meljukova, 1979. p. 35 - 36.

14 Cf. LdszIl6. 1985 - 1986. p. 9; Ldsz16. 1989. p. 120.

Resuming the discussion about Tidmdioani group
and, implicitly, the genesis and evolution of the "early
Hallstattian" civilization from the Lower Danube was
determined by some new findings, published or
communicated, as well as by new information and
interpretation which had in view other discoveries,
which were known previously. Within the frame of
these pages we only attempt a brief review of these
findings, aiming to resume this problem, in its
wholeness, in another occasion.

Our opinion about the existence of a stage
Téamdéoani, which preceded the phase Babadag I and
brought the contribution to its genesis, was taken over
by M. Brudiu in a recent study about the researches
made on the Hallstatt in the south-eastern Moldavials.
The author attributes to Tdmaoani group the following
findings:

|. Galati, the place named "Precista", situated on
the Danube's cliff!6;

2. Ijdileni-Frumusita'?;

3. Tamaoani'¥;

4. Rogojeni'?;

5. Suceveni-Stoborani®.

M. Brudiu gives more details about the settlement
from Ijdileni-Frumusita, situated on the lower terrace
between Ijdilenilor valley and Prut valley, on the place
named "Via lui lon Ciurea" (Ion Ciurea's vineyard),
where a section as large as 1.5 x 20 m was made.
Sequentially, side cassettes were excavated?!. The
stratigraphy is revealed as following: over the dwelling
level belonging to Tdmdaoani group (including the hut
n. 2), accordingly to the text?2, there is a bed Babadag
II, overlapped, at its turn, by a bed belonging to
Babadag culture?3. About the level attributed to
Téamaioani group, are mentioned ceramics fragments of
cups and ears, adorned with grouped incised lines,

15 Brudiu. 1991.

16 Ibidem, p. 221 and note 2; p. 222, fig. I. nr. 1.

17 Ibidem, p. 221 and note 7; p. 222. fig. |, nr. 6: p. 223 - 232.

18 Ibidem, p. 221 and note 8; p. 222, [ig. 1, nr. 7.

19 Ibidem, p. 221 and note 10; p. 222, fig. 1. nr. 9.

20 Ibidem. p. 221 and note 9: p. 222. fig. 1. nr. 10.

21 Ibidem, fig. 2; plan and profile of the section made in 1989.

22 [Ibidem, p. 223.

23 It is considered that "the future rescarch could also identify
elements Babadag 1 within other complexes of the
scttlement”. Ibidem, p. 225. note 24.
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either horizontally in groups of two or three, or on the
surface between the body and the neck of the vase, or
obliquely on the body of the cup, as well as on the
ear24. Besides this ornamental element, we also find the
"incised point" or the motif consisting of small
incised lines, obliquely or horizontally placed within
the register which marks the zone between the body
and the neck. The neck is adorned with incized lines
hatched triangle2S. It is considered that this ceramics
material, although in small quantity, is significant for
the beginning of the Hallstattian period in this area. As
conclusion, M. Brudiu considers - in full agreement
with our opinion - that the fragments discovered in the
proximity of the hut n. 2 from [jdileni-Frumusita "have
a decoration specific to the pottery of the group named
Tdmdoani". We are not able to suppose what will bring
the future research after the enhance of this excavation,
but the presence of this ornamental style (fig. 3/1 - 7)
on the fragments proceeding from several cups seem to
define this dwelling complex as belonging to a certain
stage in comparison with the findings from Vindtori
(our emphasis, A.L.)%.

About this last settlement, known for a long
time2? (as the fortuitous discovery of a vase of
Belozerka type in the sector B of the settlement
Babadag I brings to light)2%, Brudiu considers that, "as
a result of the research from Ijdileni-Frumusita, which
revealed a more conclusive material, it is imposed to
discern at Vinitori a stage "Tdmdoani" on which, at a
certain moment, Babadag [ stage was grafted?’.

24 [bidem, fig. 3/1 -5, 7.

25 Ibidem, fig. 3/6.

26 Ibidem, p. 231.

27 Brudiu, 1970; 1980; 1981; Florescu A., Florescu M., 1983, p.
77 - 78 and p. 90 (note 19).

28 It is about "a large storing vase", found in 1975 in the
circumstance of an excavation for a water pipe, cf. Brudiu,
1991, p. 232. (Ibidem, and note 35, where the author mentions
that "proves of this penetration" were found at Vinatori "as
early as 1986", refering to Brudiu, 1970, fig. 1/1 and 2/2).
Making reference to the same piece, Brudiu, 1992, p. 6,
presents the year 1970 as the moment of the discovery and
relates about "a small vase with spherical body, short neck and
the edge of the rim lighly flared out rim", reproduced in
the fig. 1/1, without a scale. In the text, the vase is described
as having a height of 68 cm.

29 Brudiu, 1991, p. 232. Although, at p. 222, fig. I. n. 22, the
settlement from Vindtori is described as a Babadag type

Accordingly to the author's opinion, this interpretation
could also resolve the question put by S. Morintz, that
is "the possible correspondence between the material
found by M. Brudiu in 1979 at Vinitori (Galati) and an
earlier horizon than the Hallstattian pieces known so
far in the north-eastern Muntenia and the northern
Dobrudja, including those from the first level at
Babadag"3®. M. Brudiu also considers that "The
incised ornaments made as a rows of horizontal,
oblique and vertical lines, as well as of points and
short rows of lines, belong to Tamioani stage. The
same adornments, which were subsequently adopted in
this area, having as components the circle and tangent
lines, also correspond to Babadag I stage. Thus, the
contact between these two stages was made at
Vinitori. So far, we have no acknowledge about the
penetration of Babadag I stage northwards from
Vinitori, into the basin of the Lower Prut"3!.

Resuming, one year later, the stratigraphical
situation of this settlement, M. Brudiu emphasizes that
"If the future research from Vinitori would confirm the
existence of a stage "Tamioani", it results that in the
zone of the former cliff of the Brates river we have the
following succession: 1. a settlement from the final
stage of the Bronze Age; 2. a settlement from the stage
Tédmdéoani of the Early Hallstatt (previous to the half of
the 12th century BC, cf. A. Laszl6); 3. a settlement
from the early stage (named by A. Laszl6 as Vindtori
of the first stage of Babadag culture); 4. within an area
situated northwards, where we found a Hallstattian
citadel, there is a Hallstattian settlement with stamped
pottery (Cozia type)"32.

About the settlement "from the final stage of the
Bronze Age", with no other specification, it is quoted
an older paper of the author, where it results that we
are faced with findings of Sihleanu type3. Other two
papers of M. Brudiu relate about the presence at
Vindtori (without stratigraphical distinction) of the
pottery of Sihleanu type, which makes the genetical
link between the Bronze Age and the first Iron Age

finding. See also Brudiu, 1992, p. 6 - 7.

30 Cf. Brudiu, 1991, p. 232; Morintz, 1987, note 89.

31 Brudiu, 1991, p. 232.

32 Brudiu, 1992, p. 7.

33 Ibidem, note 14, with reference to Brudiu, 1970, p. 513; see
also fig. 3/1 - 9; 5/1; 6/5, 11: incized decoration pottery.
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(Babadag 1) in this zone34. At their turn, N. Hartuche
and O. Silvestru, referring to M. Brudiu's findings
from Vinitori, also speak about a pottery of Sihleanu
type (Pre-Babadag), which appears in a similar
archaeological context with that from Silistea-Naziru
and Briilita3.

The stratigraphical pattern, presented by M.
Brudiu in 1992 for the settlement at Vinatori (situated
in the place named in the author's publication as "La
Folicd", "La Foricd" or "La Furicd") can be considered
as ideal in order to clarify the genesis of the Early
Hallstatt from the Lower Danube, which keeps of
being suppositional since, so far, we are not able to
separate the levels of dwelling of Sihleanu, Tdméioani
and Babadag types. We consider that at Vinatori there
was a phase Babadag I earlier than the findings of this
type known until this moment in the north-eastern
Muntenia and the northern Dobrudja (including
Babadag). This opinion is agreed by S. Morintz, as
well as M. Brudiu36, with our limitation that this phase
early Babadag I must not be mixed up with the group
and phase Tdmadioani, which is previous, from which
we can remark the absence of the concentric circles
with incised tangent lines.

The situation from Vindtori is also intricate by the
fact that the excavations, still unpublished, made by
M. and A. Florescu, together with M. Nicu, during
1973 - 1974, revealed a settlement belonging to Noua
culture, succeeded by a long lasting Hallstattian
inhabitation. The stratigraphical observation from this
archaeological site were considered as similar to those
registered at Cindesti3’. Marilena Florescu was so kind
to offer the information which bring to light that the
settlement of Noua culture is succeeded by a
Hallstattian level of inhabitation featured by a pottery
with incised decoration (Tdmdoani ?, Babadag 1 ?),
overlapped by a bed belonging to Cozia group, with

34 Brudiu, 1980, p. 398 - 400; 1981, p. 530 - 535, with the
afferent illustration.

35 Hartuche, Silvestru, 1992, p. 22 and note 7. We keep the
name of the locality as published by the authors, although,
accordingly to the Catallogue of the Localities in Romania,
the name of the village is Silistea; Maziru is the old name. Cf.
lordan et al.,, 19974, p. 185 and 230.

36 Morintz, 1987, p. 62 and note 89; Brudiu, 1991, p. 232.

37 Florescu A, Florescu M., 1983, p. 76 - 77, 90 and note |9.

elements of Babadag II type (concentric circles with
stamped tangent lines). It seems that we are faced with
another spot, placed at about 400 m northwards from
the point investigated by M. Brudiu, taken into
discussion above, point named "the second citadel"38,

Therefore, we can consider as certified, through
the vertical and horizontal stratigraphical data, the
existence at Vinidtori of a new settlement Noua,
succeeded by early Hallstattian levels with incised
pottery (Tamdoani ?, Babadag I ?), succeeded, at their
turn, by an inhabitation belonging to Cozia/Babadag II
group. In this situation, it is still open the question of
the cultural and chronological affiliation of the pottery
"Sihleanu type" discovered at Vinitori, which,
probably, represents here only a ceramics category,
integrated either in Tadmdoani group (not yet
stratigraphically proven) or in the early Babadag I
phase (already certified at Vinitori).

In our attempt to "solve" this problem, we are
going to treat in the following lines the published
findings (respectively recently communicated) from
Silistea (Braila County) and MIlijitul Florilor-Garvin
(Tulcea County)39,

During 1981 - 1984 a Hallstattian settlement was
investigated at Silistea (-Naziru) on an erosion remain
placed on the holm of Buzdu river, risen as a
promontory isolated from the actual terrace, named
"Popina" by the inhabitants. The archaeological
excavations were extended on more than 700 m2, and
revealed only one level of inhabitation, as thick as 0.3
- 0.6 m, belonging to the phase II of Babadag culture*0.

Besides the vestiges of this culture, two vases
were found ("in dwellings with typical Babadag
material") - a jar and a bowl - belonging to Coslogeni
culture. The authors mention that "not a single
superficial level was found to prove a Coslogeni
inhabitation", emphasizing that, if this situation will be
confirmed by the future research, "we must consider

38 Brudiu, 1991, p. 232.

39 In this situation, too, we keep the name of the place of
discovery as the author uses. although, accordingly to the
Catallogue of the Localities in Romania we find Garva
village, Jijila commune, Tulcea County, without Mlajitu
Florilor. Cf. Jordan et al., 1974, p. 143. 181.

40 Hartuche, Silvestru, 1992.
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that these two vases were brought here from
outside"4!.

About the Hallstattian pottery, typical for the
phase Babadag I, we can remark the relative variety of
the decoration with circles and tangent lines made by
stamping. It was also mentioned a fragment of a vase
on which the ornamentation was incised*?. Numerous
fragments were also remarked, made of fine clay,
adorned "with bands of horizontal lines, shaped as
zigzags, garlands, simple or hatched triangles or net-
shaped, all types being incized3.

Resuming in the conclusion the chronological
framing of the settlement from Silistea (-Naziru), the
authors reassert the opinion according to which this
site belongs to the phase Babadag II, with a possible
prolongation of its existence until the beginning of the
phase Babadag I1144.

Taking into discussion the question of the genesis
of Babadag culture and relatively to the beginning of
the settlement the authors refer again to the presence
here of the pottery with incised decoration of Sihleanu
pattern (Pre-Babadag) and Babadag I. Along with a
brief review of the findings and interpretation
considered as relevant (Sihleanu, Vinitori, Silistea-
Naziru, Briilita)#>, but with no quotation of the recent
literature, the authors conclude: "Despite the possible
analogies between the decoration of pottery of
Sihleanu type and that belonging to the phase Babadag
I, there is no certitude of the direct connection between
these ones. It is quite probably that there was another
link, which was not yet made evident so far¢. In the
admittance that we theoretically agree the first phase
quoted above, we think that the second one presents
only partially the truth. We afford to stress this aspect

41 [Ibidem, p. 17. Cf. also p. 20 and plate 11/ 2 - 3.

42 Ibidem, p. 21. The pottery found here is illustrated in the
plates IX - XI. XIII - XVIII.

43 [Ibidem, p. 20 - 21.

44 [bidem, p. 22 - 23. The presence of Babadag III vases is
explained by the possible existence, in certain places of the
settlement, of traces of inhabitation for a short period during
this phase (without a stratigraphical confirmation). or by a
long lasting inhabitation in the settlement, announcing the
beginning of the last phase.

45 Ibidem, p. 22. See also notes 6 - 7, refering to Morintz, 1964,
p. 101 - 118, and Brudiu, 1981, p. 259.

46 Hartuche, Silvestru, 1992, p. 22.

since through the definition of Tdmioani group
(ignored by the authors), we attempt to find the
cultural and chronological "link" which really seemed
to be absent. This existence of this link was
subsequently admitted and confirmed by M. Brudiu's
research*’.

The incised decorated pottery, in its wholeness,
found at Silistea (-Naziru), is considered by N.
Hartuche and O. Silvestru as being specific to the
phase Babadag I (still found together with the
archaeological material belonging to the phase
Babadag II, which are prevalent). This phenomenon is
explained either by the existence at "Popina" from
Silistea (-Naziru), in certain places of the Hallstattian
settlement, of traces of short time inhabitation
belonging to the phase Babadag I (interpretation not
yet confirmed by the stratigraphical data), or by the
presumption (which seems to more plausible to the
authors) that the inhabitation from the phase Babadag
Il began during an earlier stage, which preserved some
older elements (Babadag I1)48.

Thus, we are faced with a situation resembling, to
a certain extent, to the settlement (or settlements) from
Vinitori. It is out of the question to consider, not even
hypothetically, the existence of levels Sihleanu and
Tédmaioani related to the site from Silistea (-Naziru). By
all means, we consider as beyond doubt the presence
here of the material of early Babadag I type,
comparable to those certified at Vindtori. We
obviously have no right to put under question the
correctness of our colleagues N. Hartuche and O.
Silvestru. Our intention is only to express the hope that
the future investigations of the cultural level, as thick
as 0.60 m, will reveal on stratigraphical background
the stages which mark, only typologically so far, the
evolution of Babadag culture from its beginning until
the start of its last period of development. We also
have to clarify the stratigraphical position of the vases
belonging to Coslogeni culture, as well as the possible
existence of level of inhabitation of Sihleanu type.

So far, our image about the habitat from the end of
the Bronze Age and the beginning of the first Iron

47 Cf. Ldszlé, 1986 and 1985 - 1986, p. 22; 1989, p. 127
(synoptic tables); Brudiu, 1991, p. 221 - 232; 1992, p. 7.
48 Hartuche, Silvestru, 1992, p. 22 - 23.
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Age in the zone of Silistea settlement can be
completed with the results of the research made here
by V. Sirbu and S. Pandrea at the place named
"Terasa" or "Conac" ("Terrace" or "Manor"). During
the archaeological excavations made here it was found
a settlement featured by a pottery adorned with
fascicles of horizontal or arched lines, with groups of
oblique lines, made by incision, as well as lines
consisting by fine pricks (small holes). Besides this
material, ceramics fragments Coslogeni were also
revealed, which could not be stratigraphically
discerned. The authors attributed this settlement to
Babadag culture, "the earlier" phase 149.

The discussion occasioned by the presentation of
the excavation report emphasized that in the pottery of
Silistea "Terrace" the typical decoration for the phase
Babadag I - concentric circles with tangent lines - is
absent. On the other hand, the forms and the
ornamental motifs are resembling to the pottery found
at Tdmdoani. Therefore, we considered that this
settlement rather belongs this last cultural group. This
opinion seems to be accepted by the authors of the
report. In this situation still has to be clarified the
stratigraphic relation between the ceramics fragments
of Coslogeni type and the settlement taken into
discussion above.

By our opinion, we afford to affirm that we gained
the complementarity of these two settlements
from Silistea, "Terrace" and "Popina”. In the actual
stage of the investigation, we can admit that the
Hallstattian inhabitation begins in the settlement from
"Terrace" and continues, at a certain moment, with that
from "Popina". The precise datation of this moment
depends on the possible gathering of more thorough
stratigraphical data about the evolution of the
settlement from Silistea (-Naziru) - "Popina".

At last, we wish to discuss the settlement from
Mljjitul Florilor-Garvan, Tulcea County, investigated
by G. Juginaru. The author distinguished here three
level of inhabitation. The third one was attributed to
the phase Babadag III and the second one - to the
phase Babadag II. The first level, which is more
interesting in this context, was featured by the presence

49 Sirbu, Pandrea, 1993. Acknowledgments for authors'
kindness to offer supplementary information.

of vases of Babadag Il type, merged with ceramics
fragments of Coslogeni type, as well as other ones
with rich incised decoration, belonging to Tdmdoani
type, with no stratigraphical separation. These findings
suggest the succession Coslogeni-Tdmaoani-Babadag
[I-Babadag III (therefore, we note a comparable
situation, to a certain extent, to that found at Silistea-
Naziru "Popina" !). The author of the excavations does
not exclude the possibility of the existence in the same
period of the final phase Coslogeni and Tdmaéoani
group?V.

Some months after, G. Juginaru takes again into
discussion on the findings from the first level of the
settlement MIdjitul Florilor-Garvidn. This time, he
considers that the pottery with incized decoration
(horizontal lines combined with oblique, angular,
arched or waved lines, sometimes along with rows of
small holes or pricks) found in this level belongs to the
phase [ of Babadag culture. The absence in this level of
the decoration consisting of concentric cercles with
tangent lines is overleaped, considering that this motif
is also rare in the level Babadag I from the eponymic
settlement and from Beidaud. Therefore, our young
colleague concluded that the group Tdmadoani is the
equivalent of the phase Babadag [ (being
contemporary), and proposed for this type of findings
the name of Tamioani-Babadag I (in Moldavia), and
Babadag I (in Dobrudja)?!.

We consider that such an interpretation is one step
backwards in the attempt of explaining the genesis of
the hallstattian civilization at the Lower Danube,
especially Babadag culture. We still consider that it
worths to have in view the result of the investigation
made during the last few years, consisting in the
outline - on the background of stratigraphically and
typologically defined complexes - of an "horizon" with
incized pottery, from which certain defining elements
for Babadag culture are absent (including the motif of
the concentric cercles with tangent lines). Thus, it is
previous to the phase Babadag I, which will be grafted

50 Juganaru, 1993.

51 Juganaru, 1993 a. Acknowledgments for author's kindness to
offer a copy of the illustration of this material, with the
archaeological material which we had the opportunity to see
in the exhibition organized at Tulcea, together with the
Colloquium, in September 1993.
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exactly on (or also on) this "horizon", which we named
Téamdioani. The site excavated at MIajitul Florilor,
along with other ones discussed in the pages above,
belongs to this "horizon".

Of course, numerous questions still are so far
without a satisfying answer. We are going to outline
only some of these problems, which we hope we shall
be able to resume with another occasion, inviting in
the same time our colleagues having the same
preoccupation to meditate upon them.

]. It seems to be beyond any doubt that the "early
hallstattian" civilization from the Lower Danube went
on after the complex Noua (-Sabatinovka)-Coslogeni,
the strict delimitation of the areals of the component
cultures having to be established more thoroughly. If it
was not possible to remark any genetic connection
between Noua culture and the early hallstattian
civilizations which come after it (we refer to the
cultures Gava-Holihrady and Corlateni-Chisindu), we
consider that should be revised the almost univocal
conception accordingly to which not even Coslogeni
culture did not bring its contribution to the formation
of the civilization at the beginning of the Iron Age at
the Lower Danube. We have in view the signalation,
mainly during the final stage of Coslogeni culture in
the north-eastern Muntenia and in Dobrudja, of certain
"hallstattian" elements of western type, as well as of
certain ornamental forms and motifs, made by
incizion, which are also present in the repertory of
"Pre-Babadag" and even Babadag I pottery. This
problem worths to be re-analyzed, taking also into
account the process of formation of Belozerska culture
in the north-Pontic steppe-region, culture formed on
the background of Sabatinovka culture.

2. If it seems to be obvious the difference
between the group (phase) Tdmdoani and Babadag I
(as we attempted to prove), so far it still is
insufficiently clear the relation between the findings
gathered in "Sihleanu group”, on the one hand, and
what we defined as Taméoani group, on the other
hand. Only indubitable stratigraphical data could
clarify whether these groups are strictly distinct and
succesive or, at least partially, are identical and
contemporary, preceeding the phase Babadag I and
contributing to its genesis.

3. Aboutthe origin of this culture, the omamental

motif consisting of concentric cercles with tangent
lines, as a characteristic feature, was explained by a
component brought here through the influence of
Insula Banului group. If the relatively late datation of
this last group, recently supported by arguments which
worth to be considered, is correct, we should find
another explanation.We should consider for getting to
a conclusion about this process the observation of our
lamented colleague Emil Moscalu about the role of the
findings from Radovanu (late Coslogeni) and
especially those of Meri, Pietrosani and Céitelu Nou
types, dated in Hallstatt A.

4. About the "early hallstattian" influences,
having a western origin, noted in the genezis of
Babadag culture, we always find references to a
possible component of Gdva type, with origin in
Transylvania. We should verify whether we are not
rather faced with the "current" which left from the
south-eastern Carpatho-Danubian area (mainly from
Banat), having a decisive role in the genezis of an
"horizon" with grooved pottery in Oltenia and
Muntenia (including the future areal of Insula Banului
group) and bringing decisively its contribution to the
genezis of Corlateni-Chisindu culture within the area
between the Eastern Carpathians and the bassin on
Nister river. In the same connection, we find
significant to add that, unlikely this last space, we have
not yet found in the areal of Babadag culture (except
the settlement from Cindesti, found at its edge and
which was already treated in the lines above) an
horizon with grooved pottery interposed between the
period of existence of Noua / Coslogeni cultures, on the
one hand, and Babadag I, on the other hand, period
"replaced" by the evolution of some "Pre-Babadag"
cultural groups, mainly Tamaoani, as we attempted to
to prove.

5. At last, taking into account the prolonged
evolution of Belozerka culture (which is extented till
the period of existence of Babadag Il phase, that is
Cozia and Saharna-Solonceni groups), it is necessary a
more thorough investigation of the relations between
this culture and the early hallstattian cultures from the
Lower Danube, relations which cannot be limited in the
period of existence of Tdmdoani of early Corliteni
groups (contemporary), as sometimes it is understood.
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DESPRE ORIGINEA, EVOLUTIA SI CRONOLOGIA PRIMEI EPOCI A FIERULUI
LA DUNAREA DE JOS

Cu cativa ani In urmd, intr-un studiu special, am
reluat problema grupului Tamdioani, definit initial de
B. Hinsel!. Spre deosebire de invatatul german, care
tratase grupul Tdmdoani ca un grup ceramic, bazindu-
se si pe cercetirile mai recente, noi am fincercat, in
limitele posibilitdtilor, sa ne referim la toate aspectele
mai importante care pot defini un grup cultural (aria de
raspandire, tipul de asezare si locuinte, ritul si ritualul
funerar, inventarul arheologic, originea, evolutia,
legiturile)?. Fara a repeta cele expuse cu acel prilej,
reamintim doar citeva dintre concluziile noastre,
pentru a putea redeschide discutia privitoare la
problema anuntata. in ceea ce priveste aria de
rdspiandire a grupului Tdm&ioani, noi am limitat-o, in
principal, la sudul Moldovei: Cimpia Covurluiului
(Foltesti, Tamdoani, Vinitori), inclusiv de contact cu
Podisul Covurluiului, respectiv Depresiunea Elan-
Horincea (Suceveni) si marginea sud-estici a
Subcarpatilor Vrancei (Cindesti). Am remarcat ci
aceastd din urma asezare pare a face legitura cu unele
descoperiri inrudite din nord-estul Munteniei
(Sihleanu, Rimnicelu, Briilita, Silistea-Naziru, Spiru
Haret), incadrate in parte in grupul Sihleanu, in parte
in cultura Babadag?®. Am apreciat ci limita nordica a
ariei de raspandire a grupului Tdmioani ar putea fi
marcatd, eventual, de fragmentele ceramice sporadice,
descoperite in asezarea hallstattiand de la Brédicesti
(Podisul Central Moldovenesc)*.

Odata cu stabilirea unui "orizont" hallstattian
timpuriu cu ceramicd incizata si pe teritoriul Moldovei,
Hiinsel a ldsat deschisd intrebarea, dacd este vorba,
intr-adevdr, de un grup aparte, sau numai de un
fenomen marginal al culturii Babadag timpurii’. Chiar

I Hiinscl. 1976, 1. p. 144 - 147.

Ldszlo. 1986. Vezi si Laszlo. 1985 - 1986, p. 11 - 13 si p. 22 (tabel

sinoptic): Laszlo. 1989. p. 122 - 123 si p. 127 (tabel sinoptic).

3 Hartuche. 1980. p. 302, 312 - 313, 329 - 333.
Sapatwri C. Iconomu. prin amabilitatca caruia am putut studia unele
materiale. printre care si uncle fragmente de cesti. cu analogii in
asezarca de la Tamaoani.

5 Hiinscl. 1976. p. 146.

2

Atila L4sz16

dacd descoperirile care puteau fi atribuite grupului
cultural in discutie erau incd putine, analiza lor ne-a
permis sd constatim cd "orizontul" cu ceramica
incizatd din sudul Moldovei nu prezintd un aspect
unitar. Comparand ceramica celor doud asezdri mai
bine cercetate, Tamdoani si Vinitori, am remarcat,
alituri de unele elemente comune, si deosebiri ce ni
s-au parut semnificative. Am socotit relevantd, mai
ales, prezenta la Vindtori a ceramicii tipice Babadag I,
ornamentatd cu siruri de cercuri concentrice cu
tangente incizate, specie ceramicd absentd la
Tdmdoani, admitind céd cele doud aseziri, apropiate,
situate in aceeasi zond, marcheazi doud momente
(etape) succesive 1n constituirea civilizatiei
"hallstattiene timpurii" din regiunea Dunirii de Jos,
chiar dacd acest proces este incd departe de a fi
clarificat®. Astfel, am considerat ci asezarea de la
Tdmadoani, ca si necropola de la Foltesti, caracterizate
printr-o ceramica de gen Sihleanu (sau "Prebabadag")’
sunt anterioare fati de asezarea de la Vinitori, in care,
aldturi de specia ceramica amintita, apare si cea tipicd
Babadag I8. Datele stratigrafice, avute atunci in vedere
(necropola de la Foltesti, anumite sectoare ale asezdrii
de la Vinatori) ne-au indicat ca "orizontul" cu ceramici
incizati se situeazd Tintre sfirsitul culturii Noua si
inceputul fazei Babadag II, respectiv al grupului
Cozia®. Aceasti cronologie relativd a putut fi nuantata
datorita observatiilor stratigrafice de la Cindesti, unde,
intre nivelul Noua II si cel cu ceramicd incizata,

6 Laszlo. 1986, p. 71 si fig. 12 - 13 (planse tipologice).

7 In legawra cu aspectul cultural numit initial "Prebabadag”. apoi
Sihlcanu. prin care s-ar [i integrat in cultura Babadag anumite clemente
mostenite din cpoca bronzului. Tn special din ceramica culturii
Monteoru (ghirlande. triunghiuri hasurate. benzi de linii paralele.
orizontale sau unghiulare ctc.. realizate prin incizie. vezi: Hartuche.
1972: 1973: Hartuche. Anastasiu. 1976. p. 18. 177 - 180. nr. 361 - 370:
1980.

8 in legatura cu problema originii culturii Babadag. inclusiv a ceramicii
tipice fazei Babadag 1. vezi: Morintz, 1964, p. 110 - 111, 114 - 118
1971, p. 21 - 23: 1977, p. 1482: 1978, p. 160: 1987. p. 50 - 69:
Moscalu. 1976: Moscalu. Beda. 1979, p. 376 - 378: Brudiu. 1981. p.
531 -535: 1991 (in spec. p. 231 - 232: 1991.p. 6 - 7).

9  CI. LiszI6. 1986. p. 72. cu bibliografic si infra.
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atribuit fazei Babadag I (tirzie) se interpune un nivel
de locuire apartinand grupului Corliteni, cu ceramica
canelata!”,

Pentru a recapitula, am ajuns la concluzia ci in
cadrul "orizontului" cu ceramicd incizatd din sudul
Moldovei putem deosebi doud etape. Prima, pentru
care am propus denumirea de Tdmdoani, ar putea fi
datatd la finceputul Hallstattului, in réstimpul
corespunzitor nivelului de tip Corléteni de la Cindesti,
iar cea de a doua, pe care am numit-o Vindtori, ar
corespunde fazei Babadag I (timpurii ?) si datati tot in
limitele fazei Hallstatt A!'!. Mai este mentionat, in
sustinerea ideii de mai sus, cd sincronismul intre
asezarea (si implicit, etapa) Tdmdoani, pe de o parte, si
faza Corliteni timpurie, pe de alta parte, este sprijinit
si de descoperirea unor vase analoage de tip Belozerka,
att in asezarea de la Tdmdoani (groapa 2)!2, cit si in
necropola grupului Corliteni de la Vaslui (morm. 4)'3.
Mai este necesar sd reamintim, in aceasti primi parte a
lucrarii, si faptul cd in sudul Moldovei (Cimpia
Siretului Inferior si Cimpia Covurluiului) lipsesc
descoperirile de tip Corléteni, aceastd regiune ficand
parte, probabil incd de la inceputul Hallstattului, din
aria unor culturi sau grupe culturale, specifice zonei
Dunaiii de jos si celei istro-pontice'4.

Reluarea, acum, a discutiillor privind grupul
Téamadoani si, implicit, a genezei si evolutiei civilizatiei
"hallstattiene timpurii" de la Dundrea de Jos, a fost
determinatd de publicarea (sau comunicarea) unor noi
descoperiri, precum si de aparitia unor noi informatii si
interpretdri, privitoare la altele, de mai multd vreme
cunoscute. In lucrarea de fati ne propunem doar o
scurtd trecere in revisti a acestora, intentionind si
revenim asupra acestei probleme, in ansamblul ei, cu
altd ocazie.

Ideea noastrd, cu privire la existenta unei etape
Tdmdoani, precedand faza Babadag I si contribuind la
geneza ei, a fost Tmbritisati de M. Brudiu, intr-un

10 Ihidem. si nota 12, cu referire la Florescu A.. Florescu M.. 1983, p. 74 -
76. si la amabile informatii. primite de la M. Florescu.

11 Ladszlo. 1986. p. 72. Vezi si Laszlo. 1985 - 1986, p. 22: 1989, p. 127
(tabel sinoptic).

12 Petrescu- Dimbovita, 1953, p. 771, tig 7/1 = LaszIo. 1986, fig. 10/1.
Andronic. 1962, p. 91, fig. 4/1 = Andronic. 1982. p. 120. fig. 6/3.
Asupra caracterului Belozerka al vaselor amintite de la Tamaoani si
Vaslui a atras atentia Meljukova, 1979, p. 35 - 36.

14 Ct. Ldszlo. 1985 - 1986. p. 9: LdszI0. 1989. p. 120.

studiu recent, referitor la cercetérile privind Hallstattul
din sud-estul Moldovei's. Autorul atribuie grupului
Téamaioani urmitoarele descoperiri:

. Galati, punctul "Precista", aflat pe faleza
Duniirii 6.

2. Ijdileni-Frumusita'”.

3. Tamdoani'8.

4. Rogojeni'®.

5. Suceveni-Stoborani®.

M. Brudiu se opreste mai pe larg asupra asezarii
de la Ijdileni-Frumusita, aflatd pe terasa inferioard
situatd intre Valea Ijdilenilor si Valea Prutului, pe
locul numit "Via lui Ion Ciurea", unde a fost efectuata
o sectiune de 1,5 x 20 m, iar ulterior au fost realizate
unele casete laterale?!. Stratigrafia se prezinta in felul
urmadtor: peste nivelul de locuire apartinand grupului
Téamaioani (ciruia i corespunde si bordeiul nr. 2)
urmeazd, conform textuluiZZ, un strat Babadag II,
suprapus, la rindul sdu, de un strat apartinind culturii
Basarabi23. in ceea ce priveste nivelul atribuit grupului
Tamdoani, sunt mentionate fragmente ceramice
provenind de la cesti si torti, ornamentate cu linii
incizate, dispuse grupat, fie orizontal cite doud sau
trei, intre zona dintre corpul si gitul vasului, fie oblic,
pe corpul cestii, precum si pe toarta24. In afari de acest
element decorativ se mai intilneste si "punctul incizat"
sau motivul constind din mici liniute incizate, dispuse
oblic, orizontal, in cadrul registrului care demarci zona
dintre corp si git. Gitul mai este ornamentat cu
triunghiul hasurat din linii incizate?’. Se apreciaza ca
acest material ceramic, desi putin, este semnificativ
pentru inceputul Hallstattului din zona. In incheiere,
M. Brudiu considera - in deplin acord cu concluziile
noastre - cd fragmentele ceramice descoperite in
preajma bordeiului nr. 2 de la Ijdileni-Frumusita "au
un decor specific ceramicii grupului numit Tamaoani.

15 Brudiu. 1991.

16 Ibidem. p. 221 sinota 2;p. 222, fig. 1. nr. I

17 Ihidem. p. 221 sinota 7;p. 222, fig. |. nr. 6 pp. 223 - 232,

18 [Ihidem, p. 221 si nota 8; p. 222 fig. 1. nr. 7.

19 Ibidem, p. 221 si nota 10: p. 222, fig. 1. nr. 9.

20 Ibidem. p. 221 si nota 9: p. 222. fig. L. nr. 10.

21 Ibidem. fig. 2: plan si profil al sectiunii din anul 1989.

22 Ibidem. p. 223.

23 Se considera ca "cercetarile viitoare ar putea identifica si clemente

Babadag I. in alte complexe ale asezarii". Ibidem. p. 225, nota 24.
24 [Ibidem. fig. 3/1 - 5. 7.
25 Ibidem. tig. 3/6.
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Nu putem sti ce vor mai aduce cercetérile viitoare dupa
amplificarea sdpdturii de aici, dar prezenta acestui stil
ornamental (fig. 3/1 - 7) de pe fragmentele provenind
de la mai multe cesti pare si defineasca complexul de
locuire de aici ca apartinind unei etape aparte in
raport cu ce s-a descoperit la Vinatori" (sl.n. - A. L)2.

In ceea ce priveste aceastd din urmi asezare, de
mai multd vreme cunoscutid?’ (dupd ce mentioneazi
descoperirea intimplitoare a unui vas de tip Belozerka
in sectorul B al asezirii Babadag 1)2%, M. Brudiu
considerd cd "in urma cercetirilor de la Ijdileni-
Frumusita, care au dat un material mai concludent, se
impune acum o decelare, la Vindtori, a unei "Etape
Tédmaioani", pe care s-a grefat, la un moment dat, etapa
Babadag 12°. Dupi opinia autorului,in felul acesta s-ar
rezolva si problema pusd de S. Morintz, si anume
"dacd nu cumva materialele descoperite de M. Brudiu
in 1979 la Vinitori (Galati) nu corespund unui orizont
cronologic mai timpuriu decit materialele hallstattiene
cunoscute pand acum in NE Munteniei si nordul
Dobrogei, inclusiv cele din nivelul I de la Babadag"30.
M. Brudiu considerd, in continuare, cd "Etapei
Téamaioani 1i corespund ornamentele realizate prin
incizie, sub formd de linii orizontale, oblice si
verticale, precum si din puncte sau siruri de linii
scurte. Etapei Babadag I 1i corespund aceleasi
ornamente care au intrat, ulterior, In compozitia cu
cercul si linii tangente. Deci, contactul dintre cele doud
etape s-a facut la Vinitori. Pana in prezent penetratia
Babadag I nu se cunoaste mai la nord de comuna
Vinatori, in bazinul Prutului Inferior"3!.

Revenind, un an mai tirziu, asupra situatiei

26 Ibidem, p. 231.

27 Brudiu, 1970: 1980. 1981: Florescu A.. Florescu M., 1983.p. 78 - 77 si
p- 90 (nota 19).

28 Ar fi vorba e un "mare vas de provizii". descoperit in anul 1975, cu
ocazia unci sapaturi pentru o conducta de irigatii. ¢f. Brudiu. 1991, p.
232, (Ibidem si nota 3/5. se mentioncazd ca "dovezi ale acestei
penetratii” au fost gasite la Vinatori "inca din a986", referindu-se la
Brudiu. 1970. fig. 1/1 si 2/2). Mentiondnd acecasi piesd. Brudiu, 1992,
p. 6. indica anul 1970 ca momentul descoperirii si vorbeste de "un vas
mic cu corpul sferic, gitul scurt si marginca gurii putin evazatd".
reprodus in fig. 1/1. lard scard. Din text reicse ca vasul are indltimea de
68 cm.

trecutd, totusi, la descoperirile de tip Babadag. Vezi si Brudiu. 1992. p.
6-7.

30 Cf. Brudiu, 1991, p. 232: Morintz. 1987. nota 89.

31 Brudiu. 1991, p. 232.

stratigrafice a asezdrii, M. Brudiu afirma: "Daca
cercetdrile viitoare de la Vinidtori vor confirma
existenta unei etape "Tdmdoani", atunci in zona fostei
faleze a Bratesului vom avea urmitoarea succesiune de
locuiri: 1) o asezare din etapa finald a epocii bronzului;
2) o locuire din faza Tdmdoani a Hallstattului timpuriu
(inainte de jumitatea secolului al Xll-lea i.e.n., A.
Laszl6); 3) o locuire din etapa timpurie (numiti de A.
Ldszl6: Vindtori) a primei faze a culturii Babadag; 4)
intr-o altd zond la nord, unde este o alti cetituie
hallstattiana, se afld o asezare hallstattiand cu ceramica
imprimata (tip Cozia)"32.

In ceea ce priveste asezarea "din etapa finald a
epocii bronzului", fard a se face aici alte preciziri, se
trimite la o lucrare mai veche a autorului, unde se lasa
sd se inteleagd ca ar fi vorba de descoperiri de tip
Sihleanu33. In alte doua lucriri, M. Brudiu vorbeste de
prezenta la Vindtori (fird a putea face o distinctie
stratigraficd) a ceramicii de tip Sihleanu care face
legdtura geneticd intre epoca bronzului si prima epoci
a fierului (Babadag I) in aceasti zoni34. La randul lor,
N. Hartuche si O. Silvestru, referindu-se la desco-
peririle de la Vinitori ale lui M. Brudiu, vorbesc si ei
de o ceramicd de tip Sihleanu (Prebabadag), care apare
intr-un context arheologic asemdndtor cu cel de la
Silistea-Naziru si Briilita3>.

Schema stratigraficd, infatisatd de M. Brudiu in
1992 pentru asezarea de la Vindtori (aflatd in locul
numit, in diferite publicatii ale autorului, "La Folica",
"La Foricd" sau "La Furicd") ar fi ideald pentru
lamurirea genezei Hallstattului timpuriu de la Dunirea
de Jos, dar ea rdmane ipoteticd din momentul in care,
deocamdata, nu pot fi separate nivelurile de locuire de
tip Sihleanu, Tdmaioani si Babadag I. Noi admitem ca
la Vinitori a existat o fazd Babadag I mai timpurie in
comparatie cu decoperirile de acest gen cunoscute pina
acum 1in nord-estul Munteniei si nordul Dobrogei
(inclusiv la Babadag), cum crede S. Morintz, opinie la

32 Brudiu. 1992, p. 7.

33 Ibidem. nota 14, cu referire la Brudiu, 1970, p. 513: vezi si fig. 3/1 - 9:
5/1: 6/5, 11: ceramica cu decor incizat.

34 Brudiu. 1980. p. 398 - 400: 1981, pp. 530 - 535, cu ilustratia afercnta.

35 Hartuche, Silvestru, 1992, p. 22 si nota 7. Pastram denumirca localitatii.
asa cum o publica autorii, desi. conform Indicatorului localitatilor din
Romania. numele actual al satului este Silistca. numele Naziru fiind
vechea denumire a localitatii. Cf. lordan et al.. 1974, p. 185 si 230.
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care aderd si M. Brudiu3®, cu precizarea ci, in viziunea
noastrd, aceastd faza Babadag I timpurie nu poate fi
confundati cu grupul (faza) Tamioani, anterioara, din
care lipseste decorul cercurilor concentrice cu tangente
incizate.

Situatia de la Vindtori este complicatd si prin
faptul ca in urma sapaturilor, nci inedite, efectuate de
sotii M. si A. Florescu, Tmpreunid cu M. Nicu, in anii
1973 - 1974, a fost descoperiti o asezare a culturii
Noua, succedata de o locuire hallstattiana indelungata,
observatiile stratigrafice fiind considerate relativ
similare cu cele consemnate la Cindesti’’. Din
informatiile amabile, primite de la Marilena Florescu,
rezultd cd asezarea culturii Noua este urmati de un
nivel de locuire hallstattian caracterizat prin ceramicd
cu decor incizat (Tdméaoani ? Babadag 1 ?), suprapus de
un strat apartinind grupului Cozia, cu elemente de tip
Babadag II (cercuri concentrice cu tangente imprima-
te). Dupa cat se pare, este vorba de un alt punct, situat
la circa 400 m nord fati de cel cercetat de M. Brudiu,
discutat mai sus, punct numit de cercetitorul amintit
"cea de a doua cetituie" 38,

S-ar confirma, deci, prin datele stratigrafiei
verticale si orizontale, existenta la Vindtori a unei
asezdri Noua, urmati de niveluri hallstattiene timpurii
cu ceramici incizatd (Tamdoani ? Babadag I ?), succe-
date de o locuire apartinind grupului Cozia/Babadag
[I. Rdmane deschisd, in acest caz, apartenenta culturala
si cronologica a ceramicii "de tip Sihleanu", semnalata
la Vinitori, care, dupa toate probabilititi, reprezinta
aici doar o categorie ceramicd, integrata fie in grupul
Tamaoani (ceea ce trebuie incd demonstrati
stratigrafic), fie in faza Babadag I timpurie (deja
dovediti ca existentd la Vinatori).

In incercarea de a "dezlega" aceasta problema, ne
vom referi, in continuare, la descoperirile publicate,
respectiv comunicate, recent, de la Silistea, judetul
Braila, si Mlijitul Florilor-Garvan, jud. Tulcea?”.

La Silistea (-Naziru), pe un martor de eroziune din
lunca Buziului, care apare ca un promontoriu izolat de

36 Morintz. 1987, p. 62 si nota 89: Brudiu. 1991, p. 232.

37 Florescu A.. Florescu M., pp. 76 - 77.90 si nota 19.

38 Brudiu. 1991, p. 232.

39 Pastram. si in acest caz. denumirea locului de descoperire, asa cum o
foloseste autorul. desi in Indicatorul localititilor din Romdinia nu
lgurcaza Mlajitul Florilor. ¢i doar satul Garvin, com. Jijila, jud. Tulcea.
Cf. lordan ct al.. 1974, p. 143, 181.

actuala terasid, numit de localnici "Popina", a fost
cercetatd, in anii 1981 - 1984, o asezare hallstattiana.
Séapdturile arheologice au cuprins o suprafati de peste
700 m2, constatandu-se un singur nivel de locuire,
gros de 0,30 - 0,60 m, atribuit fazei II a culturii
Babadag*.

Aldturi de vestigiile acestei culturi, au fost
descoperite ("1n locuinte cu materiale tipic Babadag")
si doud vase - un borcan si un castron - apartinind
culturii Coslogeni. Autorii mentioneazd cd "nu s-a
constatat nici méacar un nivel superficial care sd ateste
fie si o urmid sporadicd de locuire Coslogeni",
addugind ca, daca aceasta situatie se va confirma si in
urma cercetdrilor viitoare, "trebuie considerat cd cele
douid vase au fost introduse din afard"4! (sic !).

in ceea ce priveste ceramica hallstattiand, tipicd
pentru faza Babadag II, se remarcd relativa raritate a
decorului cu cercuri si tangente realizate prin
imprimare, mentionindu-se si un fragment de vas pe
care acest ornament a fost realizat cu ajutorul
inciziei42. Au fost observate, de asemenea, numeroase
fragmente de vase din pastd find, ornamentate "cu
benzi din linii orizontale, in zig-zag, ghirlande,
triunghiuri simple sau umplute cu hasuri, in forma de
retea, toate fiind incizate"43.

Revenind, in concluzii, la incadrarea cronologica
a asezarii de la Silistea (-Naziru), autorii 1si reafirma
opinia, potrivit cireia statiunea apartine fazei Babadag
II, cu o posibild prelungire a existentei sale pani la
inceputul fazei Babadag I1144.

Atingénd si problema genezei culturii Babadag, in
legiturd cu Tnceputul asezdrii, autorii revin la prezenta
aici a ceramicii cu decor incizat, de facturd Sihleanu
(Prebabadag) si Babadag I. Facind o fugitiva trecere in
revistd a descoperirilor si interpretirilor socotite ca re-
levante (Sihleanu, Vinitori, Silistea-Naziru, Briilita)4?,

40 Hartuche. Silvestru, 1992.

41 Ibidem.p. 17. Ct.sip. 20 si pl. 11/2 - 3.

42 Ibidem. p. 21. Ceramica descoperitd este ilustrata prin pl. IX - X1 XIII
- XVIIL

43 Ibidem. p. 20 - 21.

44 Ibidem. p. 22 - 23. Prezenta unor vase Babadag I11 este explicata prin
cventuala existenly., in anumite puncte ale asczdrii. a unor urme de
locuire de scurta durata datind din accasti lazd - ccca ce nu este
confirmata stratigrafic -, ori printr-o ddinuirc mai indelungati a asezarii.
anuntand inccputul ultimei faze.

4S5 Ibidem p. 22. Vezi si notele 6 -7 cu referire la Morintz. 1964. p. 101 -
118 si Brudiu. 1981. p. 259.
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dar fard a cita literatura mai recenti, autorii ajung la
urmétoarea concluzie: "Cu toate analogiile ce se pot
face intre decorul ceramicii Sihleanu si cele din faza I
Babadag, nu existd certitudinea unei legituri directe
intre ele. Este foarte probabil cd mai existd o veriga de
legaturd, nesurprinsd pinid in momentul de fatd"o.
Dacd, in principiu, putem fi de acord cu prima fraza
citatd mai sus, cea de a doua exprimd, credem, numai o
jumitate de adevdr. Céci, tocmai prin definirea
grupului Tdmdéoani (ignorata de autori), am Incercat sa
gidsim acea "verigd de legiturd", culturald si crono-
logicd, care pirea, intr-adevar, cd lipseste, verigd a
cirei existentd a fost, ulterior, admisi si confirmati in
urma cercetirilor lui M. Brudiu?’.

Ceramica cu decor incizat, in ansamblu, descope-
ritd la Silistea (-Naziru), este considerati de N.
Hartuche si O. Silvestru ca fiind specificd fazei
Babadag I (dar gdsitd Tmpreund cu materialele
arheologice apartinind fazei Babadag II, care sunt
dominante). Fenomenul este explicat fie prin existenta
la "Popina" de la Silistea (-Naziru), in anumite puncte
ale aseziri hallstattiene, a unor urme de locuire de
scurtd duratd, apartinind fazei Babadag I (ceea ce nu
este Tncd confirmata stratigrafic), fie prin presupunerea
(care pare a fi mai verosimild pentru autori), potrivit
cdreia locuirea din faza Babadag II a inceput intr-o
etapd mai timpurie, in care s-au transmis unele
elemente vechi (Babadag 1)48.

Suntem, deci, in fata unei situatii oarecum
asemdanatoare ca 1n cazul asezirii (asezirilor) de la
Vinatori, fird ca, in legétura cu statiunea de la Silistea
(-Naziru) sd se pund, mdcar ipotetic, existenta unor
niveluri de tip Sihleanu si Tdmdéoani. Oricum, ni se
pare indubitabild pezenta aici a unor descoperiri de tip
Babadag I timpurii, comparabile cu cele atestate la
Vinitori. Evident, nu avem nici un drept de a contesta
corectitudinea observatiilor facute de colegii N.
Hartuche si O. Silvestru; sperim doar cd, in urma
viitoarelor cercetiri, in cadrul stratului de culturd, ce
atinge o grosime de pana la 0,60 m, vor putea fi dis-
tinse, si stratigrafic, etapele ce marcheazd, deocamdata
numai tipologic, evolutia culturii Babadag de la

46 Hartuche, Silvestru, 1992 p. 22.

47 Cf. Laszlo, 1986 si 1985 - 1986, p. 22: 1989, p. 127 (tabele sinoptice);
Brudiu, 1991, pp. 221 - 232; 1992, p. 7.

48 Hartuche, Silvestru, 1992, p. 22 - 23.

inceputurile ei pina la pragul ultimei sale faze de
dezvoltare. Rdmane, de asemenea, de clarificat, pozitia
stratigraficd a vaselor apartinind culturii Coslogeni, ca
si eventuala existentd a unui nivel de locuire de tip
Sihleanu.

Deocamdati, imaginea noastrd cu privire la
habitatul de la sfarsitul epocii bronzului si inceputul
primei varste a fierului din zona localititii Silistea
poate fi completatd datoritd cercetirilor efectuate aici
de V. Sirbu si S. Pandrea la locul numit "Terasa" (sau
"Conac"). In cursul sipiturilor arheologice efectuate
aici a fost descoperitd o asezare caracterizatd printr-o
ceramicd ornamentatd cu fascicole de linii orizontale
sau arcuite, cu grupuri de linii oblice, realizate in
tehnica inciziei, prcum si cu linii de Tmpunsituri
(gropite) fine. Aldturi de acest material, au aparut si
fragmente ceramice Coslogeni, care nu au putut fi
separate stratigrafic. Asezarea a fost atribuitd de autori
culturii Babadag, faza [ "mai timpurie"4°.

Deja cu ocazia discutiilor, care au urmat
prezentarea raportului de sdpdturd, noi am remarcat ca
in ceramica asezdrii de la Silistea "Terasa" lipseste
decorul tipic pentru faza Babadag I - cel al cercurilor
concentrice cu tangente -, formele si motivele orna-
mentale prezentind, in schimb, multe similitudini cu
ceramica descoperiti la Tamioani. In consecinta, noi
ne-am exprimat opinia ci asezarea ar trebui atribuitd
mai degrabi acestui grup cultural din urmai, opinie care
a fost acceptatd, dupd cit se pare, si de autorii
raportului. Rimine de lamurit, si n acest caz, raportul
stratigrafic dintre fragmentele ceramice de tip
Coslogeni si asezarea discutatd mai sus.

Rédmane ca un bun céstigat, dupa pérerea noastra,
complementaritatea celor doud aseziri de la Silistea,
"Terasa" si "Popina": se poate admite, deja in stadiul
actual al cercetarilor, cd locuirea hallstattiana incepe in
asezarea de la "Terasa" si este continuatid, la un
moment dat, in cea de la "Popina". Precizarea mai
exactd a acestui moment depinde de eventuala obtinere
a unor date stratigrafice mai fine cu privire la evolutia
asezdrii de la Silistea (-Naziru) - "Popina".

in sfarsit, dorim sa ne referim la asezarea de la
Mlijitul Florilor-Garvin, jud. Tulcea, cercetatd de G.

49 Sirbu, Pandrea, 1993. Multumim si pe aceasta cale pentru amabilitatea
autorilor de a ne furniza unele informatii suplimentare.
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Jugdnaru. Autorul a distins aici trei niveluri de locuire,
dintre care cel de-al treilea a fost atribuit fazei Babadag
II1, iar cel de al doilea fazei Babadag II. Primul nivel,
care ne intereseazd aici in mod deosebit, a fost
caracterizat prin prezenta vaselor de tip Babadag II,
amestecate cu fragmente ceramice de tip Coslogeni,
precum si cu altele, cu un bogat decor incizat, de tip
Tdmdoani, neseparate stratigrafic. Descoperirile suge-
reazd o succesiune Coslogeni-Tamdoani-Babadag II-
Babadag III (deci, adaugim noi, o situatie compara-
bild, pana la un anumit punct, cu cea de la Silistea-
Naziru "Popina" !) autorul raportului de sipitura
neexcluzind, totusi, posibilitatea unei contemporanei-
tati intre faza finala Coslogeni si grupul Taméoani?'.

Cu citeva luni mai tarziu, G. Juginaru a revenit
asupra descoperirilor din nivelul I al asezirii de la
Mlijitul Florilor-Garvin, consideriand, de data aceasta,
ca ceramica cu decor incizat (linii orizontale combinate
cu linii oblice, unghiulare ori arcuite sau ondulate,
insotite uneori cu siruri de gropite fine ori impunsaturi
etc.), proveniti din acest nivel, apartine fazei I a
culturii Babadag. Absentei, in acest nivel, a motivului
cercurilor concentrice cu tangente nu i se acordd nici o
importantd, socotind cd acest decor este rar si in nivelul
Babadag 1 din asezarea eponimd sau in cel de la
Beidaud. in concluzie, tindrul nostru coleg considera
cd grupul Tdmdoani este echivalentul fazei Babadag I
(cu care este contemporan), propunand, pentru acest tip
de descoperiri, denumirea de Tadmdoani-Babadag I
pentru Moldova si Babadag I pentru Dobrogea>!.

O asemenea interpretare constituie, credem, un
pas Tnapoi in incercirile de a explica geneza civilizatiei
hallstattiene de la Dundrea de Jos, a culturii Babadag
indeosebi. Considerim, in continuare, ci este un
rezultat demn de avut in vedere, al cercetirilor din
ultimii ani, conturarea - pe baza unor complexe bine
definite, stratigrafic si tipologic - a unui "orizont" cu
ceramicd incizatd din care lipsesc unele elemente
definitorii ale culturii Babadag (inclusiv motivul
cercurilor concentrice cu tangente) si, deci, anterior

50 Juganaru, 1993.

S1 Juganaru. 1993a. Multumim si pe aceastd cale, pentru amabilitatea
autorului de a ne pune la dispozitie copia ilustratiei comunicarii,
cuprinzand materialul arheologic pe care am avut prile jul si vedem. in
expozitia organizata cu prilejul colocviului de la Tulcea, in septembrie
1993.

fazei Babadag I, care se va grefa tocmai pe (sau si pe)
acest "orizont", pe care l-am numit Tdmdoani, si din
care face parte, alituri de alte situri, discutate in
paginile anterioare, chiar si cel de "MlIéjitul Florilor".

Desigur, rdmin incd numeroase intrebdri la care
nu putem da, acum, un rdspuns multumitor. Ne oprim,
acum, schitind doar unele dintre aceste probleme,
asupra cdrora sperdm cd vom putea reveni cu altd
ocazie, invitand si colegii sd mediteze asupra lor.

1. Pare a fi doveditd ca civilizatia "hallstattiana
timpurie" de la Dunirea de Jos urmeazd dupi
complexul Noua (-Sabatinovka)-Coslogeni, delimitare
exactd a ariilor de raspandire ale culturilor componente
ale acestui complex urmand incd si fie stabilitd mai
riguros. Dacd fintre cultura Noua si civilizatiile
hallstattiene timpurii care o urmeazi in fosta sa arie
(avem in vedere culturile Gdva-Holihrady si Corliteni-
Chisindu) nu s-a putut stabili nici o legéturd genetica,
ar trebui revizuitd conceptia, quazi unanimd, potrivit
cdreia, nici cultura Coslogeni nu a contribuit Ia
formarea civilizatiei de la inceputul epocii fierului de
la Dundrea de Jos. Avem in vedere semnalarea, mai
ales 1n etapa finald, a culturii Coslogeni din estul
Munteniei si din Dobrogea a unor elemente
"hallstattiene" de tip vestic, precum si a unor forme si
motive ornamentale, realizate prin incizie, care intra si
in repertoriul ceramicii "prebabadag" si chiar Babadag
I. Aceastd problemd ar merita si fie reanalizatid avand
in vedere si procesul de formare al culturii Belozerka,
din regiunea (de stepd) nord-pontica, culturd care s-a
nascut pe fondul culturii Sabatinovka.

2. Dacd o diferentiere intre grupul (faza)
Téamioani si Babadag I (pe care am incercat si o
demonstram) ni se pare evidentd, nu este nca suficient
de clar raportul dintre descoperirile care s-au intrunit in
"grupul Sihleanu", pe de o parte, si ceea ce noi am
definit ca grupul Tdmdioani, pe de alti parte. Numai
date stratigrafice indubitabile ar putea sd lamureasca
daci ele sunt strict distincte si succesive sau, micar in
parte, identice si contemporane, precedand faza
Babadag I si contribuind la geneza ei.

3. In ceea ce priveste originea acestei culturi,
motivul ornamental caracteristic, constind din cercu-
rile concentrice cu tangente, a fost explicat printr-o
componentd datoratd influentei grupului Insula
Banului. Dacé datarea relativ tirzie a acestui grup din
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urmd, sustinutd mai recent cu argumente demne de luat
in consideratie, se dovedeste corecti, va trebui gisita o
alta explicatie. Ar putea fi avute in vedere, in limurirea
acestui proces, observatiile regretatului coleg Emil
Moscalu cu privire la rolul descoperirilor de la
Radovanu (Coslogeni tarzii) si, mai ales al acelora de
tip Meri, Pietrosani si Cételu Nou, datate in Hallstatt
A.

4. In privinta influentei "hallstattiene timpurii", de
sorginte vesticd, sesizatd in geneza culturii Babadag,
s-a referit, mereu, la o posibili componentd de tip
Gdva, originard din Transilvania. Ar trebui verificat,
daci nu cumva este vorba, mai degrabi, de acel
"curent”, pornit din sud-vestul spatiului carpato-
danubian (Banatul in special), care a avut un rol
determinant in aparitia unui "orizont" cu ceramica
canelatd in Oltenia si Muntenia (inclusiv in viitoarea
arie a grupului Insula Banului), si care a contribuit in
mod decisiv la geneza culturii Corliteni-Chisindu in
spatiul cuprins intre Carpatii Rasdriteni si bazinul

Nistrului. In aceeasi ordine de idei, ni se pare
semnificativ faptul cd, spre deosebire de acest spatiu
din urm4, 1n aria culturii Babadag (cu exceptia asezirii
de la Cindesti, aflatd la periferia acestei arii, si asupra
importantei cdreia am insistat deja) nu a fost surprins,
incd, un orizont cu ceramicd canelatd, interpus intre
perioada de existentd a culturilor Noua/Coslogeni, pe
de o parte, si Babadag I, pe de altd parte, interval de
timp "substituit", dupd cum am fincercat si de-
monstram, tocmai prin evolutia unor grupe culturale
"prebabadag", in special a celui Tamdoani.

5.0n sfarsit, avand in vedere evolutia indelungata
a culturii Belozerka (care atinge si perioada de exis-
tentd a fazei Babadag II, respectiv a grupelor Cozia si
Saharna-Solonceni), este necesard o urmdrire mai
atentd a raporturilor dintre aceastd culturd si culturile
hallstattiene timpurii de la Dunirea de Jos, raporturi ce
nu pot fi limitate la perioada dainuirii grupului
Tédmaoani sau a grupului Corlitni timpurii (contempo-
rane), cum se lasa si se inteleagé uneori.
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