A HALLSTATTIAN RITUAL PIT
DISCOVERED AT RACATAU, BACAU COUNTY

The archaeological researches undertaken in the
last few years in the settlement at Récdtdu brought to
light new and important archaeological vestiges
belonging to the Early Hallstatt. The last findings
confirm what we emphasized in 1968, when we began
the research in this important settlement, where three
historical ages are attested: the Bronze Age - Monteoru
Culture, Phases 1C2 and 1C3, the first epoch of the
Iron Age - Hallstatt and the Daco-Dacian epoch. We
stressed at that time that the Hallstattian level was
represented by several ceramics fragments of bi-
truncated cone shaped vases, dishes, cups, clearly
different from the Monteoru vases'.

According as the excavations of the acropolis
were extended, in four sections from the 24 researched
between 1968 - 1982 we overtook doubtless traces of
living and ceramics specific to the Early Hallstatt. We
found more significant the pottery discovered in S|7 -
1975, where we brought to light a surface dwelling at a
depth of -1.80 m in the northern part of the acropolis.
This dwelling covered the squares 3 and 4. Ceramics
typical for the Early Hallstatt were discovered within
this place. Among them we can remark a spherical
shaped vase, with a height of 24.0 mm, diameter of the
aperture of 127 mm, diameter of the basis of 80 mm,
with a profiled and slightly widened out rim, a slightly
deepened bottom and decorated on the shoulder with
four conical shaped prominences having flattened
basis.

The vase is adorned with an ornamentation
consisting of zigzagged linear strips on two registers
and bordered by groups of two lines each one,
similarly made.

The vase is decorated by stamping? and finds its
analogies at Stoicani?, Pocreaca and Cozia*, Brad’,
Babadag®, Insula Banului’, Psenicevo-Bulgaria®, these

V. Capitanu, V. Ursachi, in Carpica II, 1969, p. 95.
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examples being more than enough to be enumerated.
Subsequently, we discovered other pieces belonging to
the same epoch.

In the campaign of excavations during 1988 -
1989, in the sections 30A and 30B we found other
materials belonging to the Early Hallstatt. We must
emphasize the square C 36 of the section S 30A,
overtaken at -1.40 m depth, with a diameter of 1.50 m,
and as deep as 0.50 m. It had a perfectly rounded
shape, and we found here cups with over-raised ears
(two of them having the ears deteriorated and lost from
the ancient time), a fragmentary bi-truncated cone
shaped vase with a profiled rim, the upper part of a
dish, decorated with oblique grooves along the whole
rim.

Other ceramics fragments were also found both at
the surface and on the bottom of the pit, as well as
some animal bones (sheeps, goats).

The entire or fragmentary vases are made of a fine
yellow-brown clay with shiny aspect.

The fragments of the large vases are of brown-
black or yellow-brown colours and have conic
prominences with flatted basis.

At a perfunctory analysis, the four cups with over-
raised ears seem to be identical, but if they are more
thoroughly studied some differences can be remarked.

Cup n. | (inv. 31.549). The over-raised ears are
disposed in a narrow angle. The aperture is large and the
rim is straight and slightly thickened. The basis is arched
and slightly hollowed out in an umbo shape. On the
shoulder a profiled line on the direction of the two
prominences can be remarked. The clay is fine, of brown
colour and has a shiny aspect. Both at the cxterior and at
the interior the clay has brown-gray and yellow shades, due
to the burning.

Dimensions: height = 124 mm: diameter of the
aperture = 122 mm; diameter of the basis = 60 mm.

1

2 V. Capitanu. in Carpica XIV. 1982, p. 51 - 56. Cup n. 2 (fig. 2/2). This piece is almost identical to the
! 1]\’;-7P02(TICISCU-DImb0vuu, Materiale 1. 1953. p. 13 - 155 and first one, the cars are disposed in a narrow angle and the
4 A Lisz16. in Arhcologia Moldovei, 1972, p. 202 - 222. saddle slightly drawn to the inside. The aperture is large
5 V. Ursachi. in Carpica 1. 1968. p. 17. 176. and the rim is straight and also drawn to the inside. The cup
6 S. Morintz. in Dacia, N.S.. 8 1964, p. 101 - 118.

7 S. Morintz, P. Roman. in SCIV 20, 1969, p. 393 - 422. 8 M. Cicicova. Thracica 1. 1972, p. 79 - 100.

Prima epocd a fierului la Gurile Dundrii §i in Zonele circumpontice, Tulcea, 1993 .........ccooovoviiniiiiioiniiiiincieaenns p.111-112

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro



112 Colocviul International ,,Prima epoca a fierului la Gurile Dunarii si in zonele circumpontice”, Tulcea, 1993

is ornamented with grooved oblique lines, interrupted by
two prominences notched and placed on the two sides of
the vase. The clay is fine, yellow and partially brown-gray
on the body and around the ears, perhaps due to the
unhomogeneous burning.

Dimensions: height = 116 mm; diameter of the
aperture = 116 mm; diameter of the basis = 60 mm.

Cup n. 3 (inv. 31.551; fig. 2/3). This piece has over-
raised ears in an angle, large aperture, straight rim,
truncated cone shaped body and flatted bottom. On the
shoulder the cup is decorated with fine grooves disposed in
an oblique position. Similarly to the other pieces, on the
two sides of the cup there are brought out into bold relief
prominences. The grooved decoration is continued on the
ear and consists of eight rows in horizontal position. The
clay is fine and has yellow-brown colour.

Dimensions: height = 107 mm; diameter of the
aperture = 125 mm.

Cup nn. 4 (inv. 31.552; fig. 2/4)

The ears are over-raised, slightly arched. The body has
a truncated cone shape. the rim is straight and the basis is
slightly arched and hollowed out. The decoration consists
of grooved parallel oblique lines, interrupted by a
prominence at the middle part. The clay is fine. shiny,
brown coloured with brown-gray shades.

Dimensions: height = 91 mm: diameter of the aperture
= 100 mm.

Beside the whole vases and those which can be
completed, we also discovered some fragments from
the large vases for provision. As we have shown
above, these vases were made of fine shiny clay, of
brown colour with brown-gray shades.

A large quantity of ceramics appeared in the pit n.
42. There were several types of vases, including a
fragmentary piece decorated with concentric circles
framed by groups of alveoli vertically incised. This
fragmentary vase, with a middle size, has at the upper
part two prominences with flatted basis. The clay is
fine, black, with shiny aspect.

There are other five fragments of a truncated cone
shaped vase, ornamented with concentric circles
framed by deepened into the clay before the burning.

We also mention other ceramics fragments which
are different from the rest of the findings, these ones
being made of a fine clay, yellow coloured at the
outside and brown-gray at the inside.

Besides the two pits with Hallstatt pottery
discovered in the section 30 A, we found other
ceramics fragments in the section 30 B. We are faced
here with ceramics belonging to two types of dishes,
made of fine clay with brick-coloured shiny aspect,
having gray shades. One of these pieces has a curved
rim to the inside, with an obvious intention of facing.
The fragment belonging to the big dish has under the
rim a round perforation.

Other ceramics fragments were discovered in the
bed of earth and these ones belong to big truncated
shaped vases or to dishes, plates, bowls, etc. The
dishes have slightly thickened rims, curved to the
inside. The large vases of jug type have big conic
prominences, with flatted basis, which are the starting
point for lines drawn around the whole maximum
roundness of vase.

In the pit n. 8, also discovered in the section 30 B,
besides fragmentary pottery we found the bottoms of
two large truncated shaped vases, having different
sizes. The first one, with a diameter of the basis of
120 mm, is made of black clay, with shiny aspect. The
second vase has a smaller basis, with a diameter of
about 100 mm.

Resuming the discussion about the four cups with
over-raised ears discovered in the pit 36, we must
stress that besides the fragments belonging to big
vases, middle ones and vases for provision, along with
the bones which we suppose are rests of the offerings,
we discovered a large quantity of ashes and rests of the
hearth, coals, burnt earth, which perhaps belonged to a
ritual pit. We presume that these cups originate from
the culture Noua, with analogies at Vileni?,
Cernavoda'?, Cozia group!!, Babadag!?, Botosana'?,
Remetea'!4, Susani!s, Sahul'®, and especially in the
necropolis at Sboryanovo (Bulgaria)!’, where the cups
are identical with those discovered in the ritual pit at
Racatiu and which are dated in the Xth - IXth
centuries BC.

9 B. Hinsel, Beitrage... I - 1l, Bonn, 1976, pl. 7/5. 17.

10 Ihidem, pl. 16/1 - 4.

11 Ibidem, pl. 54/9.

12 S. Morintz. P. Roman, op. cir., fig. 14/1.

13 B. Hinsel. op. cir., pl. 54/9.

14 Fl. Medelet. Thraco-Dacica, T. XII. | - 2, 1991, p. 63 - 83.
15 Ibidem, p. 80. nota 114.

16 M. Cicicova. Arhcologhia. 4. 1968. p. 21.

17 Totko Stoyanov. in Helis. 1l. Sofia. 1992, p. 93 - 126.
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O GROAPA RITUALA HALLSTATTIANA DESCOPERITA LA
RACATAU, JUDETUL BACAU

Cercetirile arheologice Intreprinse in ultimi ani in
asezarea de la Raicitiu au dat la iveald noi si
importante vestigii arheologice apartinind Hallsttatului
timpuriu. Ultimile descoperiri confirmid afirmatiile
noastre din anul 1986 cand am inceput cercetdrile in
aceastd importantd asezare reprezentatd prin trei epoci
istorice: epoca bronzului - Cultura Monteoru, fazele
1C2 si 1C3, prima epoci a fierului - Hallstatt si epoca
geto-dacicd. Nivelul hallstattian, precizam noi la
vremea aceea, era reprezentat prin citeva fragmente
ceramice de la vase bitronconice, strichini, céni, care
se deosebeau net de vasele monteorene .

Pe masurd ce au fost extinse sdpaturile pe
acropold, din cele 24 de sectiuni cercetate intre anii
1968 - 1982, in patru sectiuni au fost surprinse urme
certe de locuire si ceramicd specificd Hallstattului
timpuriu. Mai semnificativa ni s-a parut ceramica din
S17/1975, in care a fost descoperiti o locuintd de
suprafatd la -1,80 m adincime, in partea de nord a
acropolei. Locuinta de suprafata acoperea carourile 3 si
4. Au fost descoperite in aceastd locuintd materiale
ceramice tipice patru Hallstattul timpuriu. Intre
materialele descoperite se remarcd un vas de forma
sferoidala cu I = 2,40 mm, D = 127 mm, Db = 80 mm,
buza distinsd si usor evazati, fundul adincit. Vasul
este la nivelul umdrului cu patru proeminente conice
cu baza aplatizata.

Vasul este impodobit cu ornamente realizate in
tehnica imprimadrii din benzi liniare in zig-zag pe doua
registre, incadrate de grupuri de cite doud linii in
aceeasi tehnica.

Vasul este decorat in tehnica imprimdariiZ si
gaseste analogii la Stoicani?, Pocreaca si Cozia%, Brad?
Babadag®, Insula Banului’, Psenicevo?® - Bulgaria, ca sa

V. Capitanu si V. Ursachi. in Carpica. II. 1969. p. 95.

Viorel Cipitanu

ne oprim doar la citeva exemple.

Au urmat apoi si alte descoperiri la Raicatiu
apartindnd acestei epoci.

in campania de sapaturi din anii 1988 - 1989, in S
XXXA si S XXXB au fost descoperite mai multe
materiale apartinind Hallstattului timpuriu. Se
detaseazd Tnsd G. 36 din S XXXA, surprinsi la
adiancimea de -1,40 m cu D = 1,50 m si adincimea de
-0,50 m, de formid perfect rotunda, in care s-au
descoperit mai multe cesti de tipul cu tortile
suprainiltate, din care doud cu tortile deteriorate si
pierdute din antichitate; un vas bitronconic in stare
fragmentard cu buza distinctd; partea superioara de la
un castron decorat cu caneluri in pozitie oblicd, pe
toatd lungimea buzei.

Alte fragmente ceramice au mai fost descoperite
atat la suprafatd cat si pe fundul gropi, impreund cu
citeva oase de animale de la ovi-caprine.

Vasele intregi sau fragmentare sunt confectionate
dintr-o pasta fini de culoare gilbuie, maronie cu aspect
lucios.

Fragmentele de la vasele mari sunt de culoare
brun-negricioasd dar si gilbuie-maronie si prezintd
proeminenete conice cu baza aplatisata.

Cele patru cesti, de tipul cu tortile suprainilatate,
la prima vedere par a fi identice, dar studiate cu atentie
prezintd cateva particularititi.

Ceasca nr. . inv. 31549 fig. 2/1, este de tipul cu tortile
suprainaltate in unghi ascutit. Gura larga si buza dreapta-
usor ingrosatd. Baza arcuitd si usor scobitd in formd de
umbo.

La nivelul umarului se observa o linie profilata pe
directia celor doua proeminente. Pasta fina de culoare
maronie cu aspect lucios. Atit la exterior cit si in interior
pasta prezinta nuante brun-cenusii si galbui care se datoresc
procesului de ardere. Dimensiuni: I 124 mm; Dg. 122 mm;
Db. 60 mm.

1
2 V. Capitanu, in Carpica, XIV, 1982, p. 51 - 56.
3 M. Petrescu Dimbovita. Materiale 1, 1953, p. 13 - 155 si 157 .
2211 ' P Ceasca nr. 2, fig. 2/2
4 A Liszl6, in Arheologia Moldovei, 1972, p. 202 - 222. Aproape identica cu primul exemplar, tortile
5 V. Ursachi, in Carpica, I, 1968, p. 17, 176. supraindltate Tn unghi ascutit, dar cu seaua usor trasa spre
6 S. Morintz, in Dacia. N. S. 8. 1964. p. 101 - 118.
7 S. Morintz si P. Roman, in SCIV, 20, 1969, p. 393 - 422. 8 M. Cicicova, Thracica. I, 1972, p. 70 - 100.
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interior. Gura larga. buza dreapta si trasa spre interior. La
nivelul umarului ceasca este ornamentatd cu linii canelate in
pozitie oblicd intrerupte de doud proeminente crestate la
mijloc si plasate de o parte si de alta a vasului. Pasta find de
culoare gilbuie si partial brun-cenusie pe corp si in zona
tortilor, probabil de la arderea care s-a facut neuniform.
Dimensiuni: { 116 mm: Dg. 116; Db. 60 mm.

Ceasca nr. 3 inv. 31551 (fig. 2/3)

De tipul cu tortile supraindltate in unghi cu gura larga,
buza dreapti corpul tronconic, fundul aplatizat.

La nivelul umarului ceasca este decorati cu caneluri
fine 1n pozitie oblicd. Ca si la celelalte exemplare. de o parte
si de alta a cupei se afli cite o proeminenta in relief. Decorul
canelat urcd si pe toarta si este grupat pe 8 rianduri in pozitie
orizontald. Pastd finda de culoare galbuie-maronie.
Dimensiuni: I 107 mm: Dg. 125 mm.

Ceasca nr. 4 inv. 31552 (fig. 2/4)

Torti suprainaltate, usor arcuite. Corpul tronconic,
buza dreapta, iar baza usor arcuitd si scobitii. Decor canelat
cu linii oblice si paralele intrerupte la mijloc de cite o
proeminenta. Pastd finid de aspect lucios de culoare maronie
cu nuante brun-cenusii. Dimensiuni: I 91 mm; Dg 100 mm.

Aldturi de vasele Intregi sau intregibile, in groapa
au mai fost descoperite citeva fragmente de la vasele
mai mari, de provizii, asa cum ardtam mai sus dintr-o
pastd find de aspect lucios de culoare maronie cu
nuante brun-cenusii.

fn groapa nr. 42 a apirut o cantitate mare de
ceramicd de la mai multe tipuri de vase, din care un
exemplar in stare fragmentard decorat cu cercuri
concentrice, incadrate de grupuri de alveole incizate in
pozitie verticala.

Vasul acesta in stare fragmentard, de format
mijlociu prezintd la partea superioard si doud
proeminente conice cu baza aplatizatd. Pastd find
negricioasd de aspect lucios.

Alte cinci fragmente provin de la un vas cu corpul
tronconic, ornamentat ca si in primul caz cu cercuri
concentrice incadrate de benzi de linii adancite in pasta
crudd a vasului, Tnainte de ardere.

Mai mentiondm si alte fragmente ceramice care se
deosebesc de restul descoperirilor, acestea fiind
realizate dintr-o pastd find de culoare gilbuie la
exterior si brun-cenusie spre peretii interiori.

in afara de cele doui gropi cu ceramica
hallstattiand din S XXXA, se cunosc si alte fragmente
ceramice, dar de data aceasta din S XXXB. Avem de-a

face cu ceramicd de la doua tipuri de castroane dintr-o
pastd find de aspect lucios de culoare cirimizie cu
nuante cenusii. La un exemplar buza este trasd spre
interior cu tendinta de fatetare. Fragmentul ceramic de
la castronul mare prezintd mai jos de buza o perforatie
rotunda.

Alte fragmente ceramice au fost descoperite in
plin strat si ele provin de la vase mari de forma
bitronconicd sau de la strachini, farfurii, castroane etc.
Strachinile au buza usor ingrosata si trasa spre interior.
La vasele mari din categoria chiupuri se intdlnesc
proeminente mari, conice cu baza aplatizata, de unde
pleacd o linie profilatd pe toatd rotunjimea maxima a
vasului.

in groapa nr. 8 tot din S XXXB pe lingd multa
ceramicd fragmentara au aparut si fundurile de la doud
vase mari bitronconice de dimensiuni diferite.

Primul vas cu diametrul de 120 mm la bazi este
realizat dintr-o ceramicd de culoare neagra cu luciu, iar
al doilea vas are baza ceva mai mica de cca. 100 mm.

Revenind la cele 4 cesti cu tortile suprainiltate
din groapa 36, precizdm cd aldturi de fragmente de la
vase mari, mijlocii si de provizii, impreuni cu oasele
rdmase presupunem de la ofrande, a fost descoperitd si
o mare cantitate de cenusi si resturi de vatrd. ciarbuni,
pdmant ars, care au apartinut, in mod ipotetic, unei
gropi rituale.

Oprindu-ne la cele patru cesti, cu tortile
supraindltate presupunem ci ele 1si au originea in
cultura Noua, cu analogii la: Vileni?, Cernavodi'?,
grupul Cozia'!, Babadag'!2, Botosana'!?, Remetea',
Susani'5, Sahul'® si mai ales in necropola de la
Sboryanovo!” - Bulgaria. in care cestile sunt identice
cu cele descoperite in groapa rituald de la Récétau, si
care se dateazd in secolele X - IX i.Ch.

9 B. Hinsel. Beitrage... I - II. Bonn. 1976, p. 7/5. 17.

10 Ibidem. pl. 16/1 - 4.

11 Ibidem, pl. 54/9.

12 S. Morintz. P. Roman, op. cir.. lig. 14/1.

13 B. Hiinsel. op. cit., pl. 54/9.

14 Fl. Medclel. Thraco - Dacica, T. XIL. 1 - 2,19 91, p. 63 - 83.
15 Ibidem, p. 80. nota 114

16 M. Cicicova. Arhecologhia. 4, 1968. p. 21.

17 Totko Stoyanov. in Helis. 1l. Sofia, 1992, p. 93 - 126.
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Fig. 1. Racatau. 1 - 4 - Cesti din groapa rituala nr. 36.
Fig. . Rdcdtdu. 1 - 4 - Cups from the ritual pit n. 36.
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Fig. 2. 1 - 2 - Ceramica hallstattiana din groapa nr. 36.
Fig. 2. 1 - 2 - Hallstattian pottery from the pit n. 36.
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ig. 3. Cesti din necropola de la Sboryanovo (Bulgaria), dupa Totko Stoyanov, in Helis, II, fig. 9.
ig. 3. Cups found in the necropolis from Sboryanovo (Bulgaria); see, Totko Stoyanov, in Helis, 11, fig. 9.
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