THRACO-GETO-DACICAL CITIES AND CITY-PLANNING ELEMENTS
AT THE NORTHERN THRACIANS

The problems connected with the city-planning
process at the northern Thracians were previously
taken into discussion within the contemporary
archaeological and linguistic literature, and treated in
different ways!. The greatest part of the researchers
emphasize that not even nowadays these questions are
far of finding their answers. This happens due to two
reasons. The first one consists of the unsatisfactory
level of knowledge of the sources. Secondly, we have
the methodological approach of the problems. We
should emphasize that in the investigated area the level
of research of the monuments, the spatial elements as
well as the chronological ones are different. The a
nalysis of the archaeological objectives certifies that,
although we have information beyond any doubt, they
are insufficient and quite ill-assorted. On the other
hand, in the following lines we do not attempt to
investigate the proper process of city-planning, despite
its definitely elements, but the evolution of the
fortified settlements (cities) accordingly to the urban
elements.

The problem of the vicinity of the Greek colony-
cities in the north-western area of the Black Sea proves
as being of special interest. In this paper we will not
stop with special regard on these cities, since we
already have such information in the literature.
Though, we should emphasize once again their role in

1 In order to enumerate some of the moste importante studies
on this theme, see: G. Mihailov, Le processus d'urbanisation
dans l'espace balcanique jusqu'a la fin de l'antiquite - 111
Congrés International d'Ftudes du Sud-Est Européen,
Bucarest, 4 - 10 septembre 1974; A. Fol, La vie urbain dans les
pays thraces, macédoniens et illyriens avant la conquéte
romaine, Actes du I-er Congres international des études
balkanique et Sud-Est Europeen, Sofia, 1966, vol. II.; G.
Trohani, Problema centrelor "urbane" geto-dace din Campia
Dundrii, Comunicare la Siaptaminile Filipopolitane, Plovdiv,
septembrie 1990: G. Moraru, Preciziri etnologice in
abordarea  structurilor urbane la geto-daci, Symposia
Thracologica, Nr. 7, Tulcea, 1989.

Anticinie gosudarstava Severnogo Pricernomoria,
Arheologhia SSSR, Moskva, 1984; D. Berciu, D.-M. Pippidi,
Din istoria Dobrogei, vol. 1, Bucuresti, 1965, p. 139 - 323.
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the future barbarian /imes.

Firstly, they become an accelerator of the
economic life in this region (the need of the
agricultural products as market object enhances).
Secondly, they represented a pattern of the daily way
of life (comfort, luxury, etc.). The most important
thing is that the barbarian urban components,
especially in during the initial stages of their
apparition, repeat to a certain extent the Greek model
of city-planning.

We also do not intend to discuss the aspects
regarding these cities as independent organizations,
also presented in the literature.

Our aim is to present the basic stages of the
development of the north-Thracian cities and their
transformation into new settlements, on a higher level
from the point of view of the quality: proto-cities -
cities.

Hence, we consider necessary to specify the
criteria settled for the appearance of the quasi-urban
formations, as well as for the proper process of the
city-planning.

Accordingly to the features unanimously accepted
for the city-planning, we have several patterns of
reconstruction which, as general aspect, are similar to
each other: 1. the size of the settlement and the
number of the population; 2. the internal organizing on
quarters; 3. centers of the handicraft production and of
trade; 4. laic and cult monumental architecture.

These ones are the basic criteria which have
archaeological support and rather belong to the
quantitative typology. Behind them we have auxiliary
criteria which mirror the complete changes in the
society - the qualitative typology: 1. the work division
(handicraft-agriculture) and the appearance of the

3 Childe H.G., The Urban Revolution, Town Planning Review,
1950, v. 21; Adams R.M.C, Nissen I, The Uruk Country-
side, Chicago-London, 1972; V. M. Masson, Economica i
sofialinii  stroi drevnih obgscestv, Leningrad, 1976; T. D.
Zlatkovskaia, Vozniknovenie gosudarstva u frakiifev, Moskva,
1971.
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trade; 2. the social differentiation and the appearance
of the social top elements (both laic and of cult).

Such a typology within a concrete cultural
community has perspectives in the methodical plan
and is proper from the methodical point of view
because it allows the tendency to a concrete
historicism®.

The succinct analysis of the cities within the
north-Thracian limes allows to remark their
correspondence to some of the urban patterns. Their
process of transformation into proto-cities (cities), by
our opinion, can be separated into three basic stages:

The first one refers to the VIth - IlIrd centuries
BC. This is the period of the appearance within the
whole Thracian-Gettic areal of an important number of
earthen cities (about 200). The basic defensive
elements of these ones consist of earthen walls
(sometimes filled with emplecton of rough or
superficially shaped stones) and adjacent ditch. Among
these cities we consider as outstanding those of big
size (Rudi, Butuceni, Stincesti, Bunesti, Albesti, etc.).
The archaeological complexes discovered in these
cases bring to light a range of objective (a certain
systematization of the internal organization,
specialized  handicraft workshops, important
administrative and cult buildings, treasures, etc.),
which imply that, during the development of these
centers, we are faced with certain quasi-urban
tendencies. Unfortunately, only a small part of these
sites were exhaustively investigated. This is why we do
not afford to assert this point of view. Although, the
excavations from Rudi®, Butuceni®, Bunesti’, etc.
allow to discover elements of incipient city-planning
event in this stage. The evolution of these centers was
interrupted about the end of the IIlrd century BC and,
by our opinion, is connected, in general lines, to the
penetration of the Bastarnae into this area. In the same
time, the cities from the east-Carpathian space ceased

4 V. M. Masson, op. cit, 142 - 144.

5 M.A. Romanovskaiea, F.V. Selov-Kovedeaev, A. 1. Sceglov,
Gorodisce Rudi-Mdtonii  Ptolomea, Vestnik Drevnei Istorii
Nr. 4, Moskva, 1981, p. 121 - 124.

6 LT. Niculita, Severnie frachiifi v YI-I vv. do n.d., Chisinev
1987, p. 88 - 103.

7 V.V. Bazarciuc, Cerarea geto-dacicid de la Bunesti, jud.
Vaslui, SCIVA, tomul 34, Nr. 3, Buc. 1983, p. 249 - 273.

their function. From now on, the urban development in
the north-Thracian areal get new features, and we can
speak about the second stage.

The life in these cities westwards from Sireth
river only resumes during the period between the end
of the IInd century and the Ist century BC. In the same
time appear some new cities. All of them are known in
the literature as davae.

Developed on a common ethno-cultural
background, these arrive to a high economic, social
and political level. Some of them have an outstanding
structure of organization, which leads to the remark of
certain tendencies to the city-planning. This moment
was already presented in the whole north-Thracian
areal westwards from Sireth river. These are the places
where we are faced with fortified centers (many of
them being residences of the leaders of communities or
tribal unions). We also find here elements which we
considered in the lines above as being definitely for the
tendency to the city-planning. We firstly refer to the
internal organization of the settlements, where we
remark the idea of an axis, that is the order in the
architectonic ensemble®. What's more, this is the areal
where the economical life (handicrafts and trade), the
social and the political one are focused. The
archaeological researches also certified in many of
these settlements the remains of important cult
buildings (the sanctuaries from Popesti and Brad). The
internal organization of these formations, the
investigated complexes, as well as the daily way of
life of the inhabitants certify certain tendencies to the
comfort, which is an important element in the city-
planning. It is another point of view the fact that, due
to the insufficient data regarding these elements
(certifies beyond any doubt of the stone buildings,
street net, sewerage, etc.), we are not able to compare
them with the typical urban ones.

It seems that we are faced with the city-planning
not concerning the shape, but as regards the function of
the objectives®. One of the main causes of the slow
process of city-planning (which, as we are going to

8 Dinu Antonescu, [Introducere in arhitectura dacilor,
Bucuresti, 1984, p. 182.
9 Constantin Preda, Gero-dacii din bazinul Oltdui  Inferior.

Dava de la Sprdncenata, Bucuresti, 1986, p. 126.
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present, was not accomplished) firstly consists in the
traditionalism of the north-Thracians, as well as in the
fact that the idea of the city-planning was adopted by
this population not directly from the Greek-Roman,
but from the southern Thracians!©.

In this area and during this period the process of
the urban transformation is interrupted by the external
factors (Sarmathian ones ? and, certainly, by the
Roman conquest).

The third stage of the city-planning of the
northern Thracians is partially synchronous to the late
second stage. The urban transformation during this
stage is directly connected to the zone of Oristie. This
is the very place where, starting with the IInd - Ist
centuries BC, it is certified a development in
connection with the well-known Dacian cities (Piatra
Rosie, Blidaru, Costesti, Gradistea Muncelului). Here
important building processes took place in the
Burebista's and Decebal's formations. The outstanding
cities mentioned above make up the basic links to the
process of unification of the Dacian society.

We should stress that these archaeological
complexes certify a strictly superior level of
development, in comparison with the previous stages.

The common aspects of these monuments consists
in the discovery of fortified stone walls, where we can
remark from now on geometrical shape (Blidaru!l,
Piatra Rosie!2). Most of the walls are built accordingly
to the opus quadratum and opus incertum styles,

10 Dinu Antonescu, op. cit., p. 182.

11 Ibidem, p. 117, fig. 63.

12 C. Daicoviciu, Cetatea dacicd de la Piatra Rosie, Bucuresti,
1954, pl. 11.

using blocks of shaped stone, and having auxiliary
buildings (towers, bulwarks, etc.). Inside the cities we
can remark the separation of the quarters:
administrative, civilian, and household ones. In all
situations impressive cult buildings (sanctuaries) were
found. A series of objectives were also investigated
(drains!3, water pipes!'4, stone-paved roads!?),
certifying the tendency to the comfort.

In the actual stage of the knowledge it is quite
difficult to establish the level and the stability of the
transformation of these Dacian centers into proto-cities
- cities, due to the interruption of this process during
the conquest of Dacia by the Romans. The beginning of
the IInd century AD is the moment of ceasing of all
ample building activities. The majority of the cities
were destroyed, being replaced with Roman garrisons.
In the same time, villa-cities appear (Drobeta!®), which
are now built accordingly to the Roman pattern.

The process of city-planning at the northern
Thracians, especially the tendency to the urban shape
during all stages was interrupted and was not
accomplished. The internal factors of development
were permanently interrupted by the external ones,
which were extremely strong (the Baestarnae invasion,
the Roman conquest). The result consists in their
complete erasure or, in the best situation, in the whole
reorientation of the shapes and ways of the urban
development.

13 1. Glodariu, V. Moga. Cetatea dacici de la Cdpdlna,
Bucuresti. 1989, p. 51 - 52.

14 1. Glodariu. E. Jaroslavschi, A. Rusu, Cerdfi si asezari dacice
in mun(ii Ordgtiei, Bucuresti, 1988, p. 101 - 105.

15 C. Daicoviciu. op. cit., p. 64.

16 Al Baracila. Une ville daco-romain: Drubeta, L'Archeologie
cn Roumanie, Bucuresti. 1938.
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CETATILE TRACO-GETO-DACICE SI ELEMENTE DE URBANIZARE
LA TRACI DE NORD

Problemele legate de procesul de urbanizare la
tracii de nord au mai fost abordate in literatura
contemporand arheologica si lingvistica, fiind tratate in
mod diferit'. Ma joritatea cercetitorilor subliniazi ci si
in prezent aceste probleme sunt departe de a-si fi gasit
rezolvarea. Aceasta are loc din doud motive. Primul il
constituie nivelul in general nesatisfacitor de studiere a
izvoarelor. Pe de altd parte, este diferitd Tnsisi
abordarea metodologicéd a problemei. Este necesar de
subliniat cad pentru zona precdutatd nivelul de cercetare
a monumentelor, atit dupd parametrii spatiali cat si
cronologici, este diferit. Analiza diferitelor obiective
arheologice dovedeste céd, desi dispunem de informatii
certe 1n aceastd privintd, ele sunt oarecum disparate si
insuficiente. Pe de alta parte, in cele ce urmeaza noi nu
ne propunem a urmadri procesul de urbanizare propriu-
zis, cu tot spectrul de elemente definitorii, ci evolutia
asezdrilor intdrite -cetétilor - prin prisma urbanismului.

Un loc in rezolvarea problemei revine vecinatétii
apropiate a oraselor-colonii grecesti din nord-vestul
Mirii Negre. In cazul de fata nu ne vom opri in mod
special asupra lor, ele fiind reflectate deja in literatura?.
Totusi nu putem sd nu subliniem incé odata rolul lor in
dezvoltarea de mai departe a /imes-ului barbar.

in primul rand, ele devin un catalizator a vietii
economice in regiune (creste mult necesitatea de

I Pentru a enumera doar citeva studii mai importante, vezi: G.
Mihailov. Le processus d'urbanisation dans l'espace
balcanique jusqu'a la fin de l'antiquite - 111 Congres
International d'Etudes du Sud-Est Européen, Bucarest, 4 - 10
seplembre 1974; A. Fol, La vie urbain dans les pays thraces,
macédoniens et illyriens avant la conquéte romaine, Actes du
I-cr Congres international des études balkanique et Sud-Est
Europeen, Solia, 1966. vol. II.; G. Trohani, Problema
centrelor  "urbane" geto-dace din  Campia  Dundrii,
Comunicare la  Saptaminile Filipopolitane, Plovdiv,
septembrie 1990; G. Moraru, Precizdri etnologice in
abordarea  structurilor urbane la  geto-daci, Symposia
Thracologica, Nr. 7, Tulcea, 1989.

2 Anticinie gosudarstava Severnogo Pricernomoria,
Arhcologhia SSSR, Moskva, 1984; D. Berciu, D.M. Pippidi,
Din istoria Dobrogei, vol. 1. Bucuresti, 1965, p. 139 - 323.
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produse agricole ca marfa), cit si prezintd un model de
preluare a modului de viata cotidian (confort, lux s.a.).
Cel mai important este cd componentele urbane
barbare, mai ales la etapele initiale de aparitie, mai
mult sau mai putin repeti unele elemente ale modelului
grecesc de organizare urbanistica.

De asemenea, nu ne vom opri aici pe larg si la
problemele legate de cetdti ca un organism
desinestititor, de asemenea reflectate in literatura.

Intentia studiului de fati este determinarea
etapelor de bazd a evolutiei cetdtilor nord-tracice si
gradul de transformare a lor in formatiuni calitativ noi:
protoorase-orase.

Reiesind din sarcinile studiului credem absolut
necesar a specifica criteriile stabilite referitor la
aparitia formatiunilor cvasiurbanistice, cédt si la
procesul urbanismului propriu-zis.

Conform trasaturilor unanim acceptate in vederea
urbanismului existd citeva modele de reconstructie,
care in linii mari se aseamind intre eled:
1) dimensiunile asezdrilor si numarul populatiei; 2)
organizarea internd pe cartiere; 3) centre ale productiei
mestesugiresti si ale comertului; 4) arhitectura
monumentala laica si de cult.

Acestea sunt criteriile de bazd, care pot fi
semnalate arheologic si tin mai mult de tipologia
cantitativa. In spatele lor insi stau criterii de alt ordin
(auxiliari), care reflecti schimbarile radicale din
societate-tipologia calitativd: 1) diviziunea muncii
(mestesuguri-agriculturd) si aparitia comertului; 2)
arhitectura monumentala laica si de cult.

O asemenea tipologie in cadrul unei comunitti
culturale concrete are perspective in plan metodic si
este indreptdtitd metodologic, deoarece permite

3 Childe H.G., The Urban Revolution, Town Planning Review,
1950, v. 21; Adams R.M.C, Nissen 1, The Uruk Country-
side, Chicago-London, 1972; V. M. Masson, Economica i
sofialinii stroi drevnih obgcestv, Leningrad, 1976; T. D.
Zlatkovskaia, Vozniknovenie gosudarstva u frakiitev, Moskva,
1971.
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realizarea tendintei spre un istorism concret®.

Analiza succintd a cetitilor din /imes-ul Nord-
tracic permite a intrevedea corespunderea unora dintre
ele schemelor urbanismului. Procesul de transformare
a lor in protoorase (orase), dupd pérerea noastrd, poate
fi divizat in trei etape de bazi.

Prima etapa cuprinde perioada sec. VI - III 1.Chr.
Este perioada cidnd in intreg arealul traco-getic apare
un numdr impundtor de cetdti de pamant (in jur de
200). Elementele defensive de bazi a acestora constau
din val de pidmant (uneori cu emplecton din piatrd
neprelucratd ori sumar fasonatdi) si sant adiacent.
Printre ele se evidentiaza cetitile de dimensiuni mari
(Rudi, Butuceni, Stancesti, Bunesti, Albesti s.a.)
Complexele arheologice descoperite aici evidentiazi
un sir de obiective (0 anumitd sistematizare in orga-
nizarea internd, ateliere mestesugéresti specializate,
importante edificii administrative si de cult, tezaure
s.a.) care indica la faptul cd in evolutia acestor centre
avem de a face cu anumite tendinte cvasiurbanistice.
Din picate, prea putine dintre ele au fost cercetate
integral pentru a ne permite a sustine ceva mai
categoric. Cu toate acestea sipiturile de la Rudi’,
Butuceni®, Bunesti’ s.a. ne permit si descoperim
elemente de urbanism incipient Tncd la aceastd etapa.
Dar evolutia acestor centre a fost intreruptd citre
sfarsitul sec. III 1.Chr. si dupd pirerea noastrd in linii
mari este legatd de pdtrunderea in zond a bastarnilor.
Odatd cu aceasta, cetdtile din spatiul est-Carpatic
inceteazd a functiona. Din acest moment evolutia
urbanisticd in spatiul nord-tracic capdtd complet alte
trasdturi si putem vorbi despre inceputul etapei a doua.

Viata 1n aceste cetiti, dar numai la vest de r. Siret
reincepe doar spre sfarsitul sec. II - I 1.Chr. in acelasi
timp apar o serie de cetdti noi. Toate ele sunt
cunoscute in literatura de specialitate sub calificativul
de davae.

Dezvoltindu-se pe un fundal etnocultural unic,

£

V. M. Masson, op. cit., 142 - 144,

5 M.A. Romanovskaiea, F.V. Selov-Kovedeaev, A. 1. Sceglov,
Gorodisce Rudi-Mditonii  Prolomea, Vestnik Drevnei Istorii
Nr. 4, Moskva, 1981, p. 121 - 124.

6 LT. Niculita, Severnie frachiifi v YI-I vv. do n.d., Chisinev
1987, p. 88 - 103.

7 V.V. Bazarciuc, Ceratea geto-dacicd de la Bunegti, jud.

Vaslui, SCIVA, tomul 34, Nr. 3, Buc. 1983, p. 249 - 273.

aceste formatiuni ating un nivel Tnalt de dezvoltare
economico-sociald si politicd. Unele dintre ele, avind o
structurd organizatorici deosebitd, ne confirmi sa
evidentiem din nou anumite tendinte spre urbanizare.
Acest moment este semnalat deja in intreg spatiul
nord-tracic de la vest de r. Siret. Anume in aceste
centre puternic intdrite (multe dintre ele fiind si
resedinte ale conducitorilor unor comunitti sau a unor
uniuni de triburi) gisim elemente pe care mai sus le-
am desemnat ca definitorii in tendinta spre urbanizare.
Avem in vedere in primul rind organizarea interna a
localitdtilor, apare ideea de axd, adicd de ordine in
ansamblul arhitectonic?.

Pe de alta parte, aici se concentreaza viata eco-
nomicd (mestesugurile si comertul), sociald si politica
din zond. De asemenea, cercetirile arheologice au
atestat in multe dintre ele ramadsitele unor importante
constructii de cult (sanctuarele de la Popesti, Brad).
Organizarea internd a acestor formatiuni, complexele
cercetate, modul de viata cotidian al locuitorilor, indi-
cd anumite tendinte spre confort, element important in
desemnarea urbanismului. Totusi, din cauza nivelului
absolut insuficient de studiu al acestor elemente
(atestdri certe si in masd a constructiilor din piatrd,
sistemelor de strizi, canalizatii s.a.), nu le putem
compara cu cele tipice urbane.

Se pare cd este vorba despre urbanizarea nu ca
formd, ci reiesind mai mult din functionalitatea
obiectivelor?. Una dintre principalele cauze a ritualu-
lui lent de urbanizare (care, dupa cum se va vedea, nu
va fi dus péana la capat) este in primul rdnd
traditionalismul nord-tracilor, cit si faptul ci ideea
urbanismului este preluatd de citre ei nu direct de la
greco-romani, ci de la tracii de Sud!?.

Si aici si acum, insa, procesul transformarilor
urbanistice este intrerupt de factorii externi (sarmati ?
sl sigur cucerirea romand).

A treia etapd a urbanizirii de la tracii de nord este
sincrond cu perioada tirzie a etapei a doua.
Transformdrile urbanistice la aceastd etapa sunt legate
nemijlocit de zona Oréstiei. Aici, incepand cu sec. II -

8 Dinu Antonescu, [Introducere in arhitectura dacilor,
Bucuresti, 1984, p. 182.

9 Constantin Preda, Gero-dacii din bazinul Olwdui  Inferior.
Dava de la Sprdncenata, Bucuresti, 1986, p. 126.

10 Dinu Antonescu, op. cit., p. 182.
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[ 1.Chr., este atestatd o dezvoltare deosebiti legatd de
cunoscutele cetiti dacice (Piatra Rosie, Blidaru,
Costesti, Gradistea Muncelului). Aici au loc impor-
tante procese constructive legate de cunoscutele for-
matiuni ale lui Burebista si Decebal, impunitoarele
cetdti eunumerate mai sus constituind verigile de baza
ale procesului de unificare a societétii dacice.

De la bun inceput mentiondm cé aceste complexe
arheologice indicd un grad de dezvoltare net superior in
comparatie cu etapele precedente.

Comun pentru aceste monumente este descoperi-
rea unor puternice ziduri din piatrd, a ciror organizare
are de acum forme geometrice constiente (Blidaru!!,
Piatra Rosie!2). Majoritatea zidurilor sunt edificate in
stilurile opus quadratum si opus incertum din blocuri
de piatrd fasonatd, dispundnd de constructii auxiliare
(turnuri, bastioane s.a.). In incinta cetatilor este
urmdritd impdrtirea pe cartiere: administrative, civile si
gospodaresti. In toate cazurile au fost descoperite
impunitoare constructii de cult - sanctuare. De
asemenea, au fost cercetate o serie de obiective - canale

11 Ibidem. p. 117. fig. 63.
12 C. Daicoviciu, Ceratea dacicd de la Piatra Rogsie, Bucuresti,
1954, pl. 1L

de drenare'3, conducte de apid'4 drumuri pavate din
piatrd'?, care indicd la anumite tendinte spre confort.

in prezent, este greu de determinat cat de stabil si
fnalt a fost nivelul de transformare a acestor centre
dacice in protoorase-orase, procesul fiind intrerupt prin
cucerirea Daciei de catre romani. Inceputul sec. II
d.Chr. constituie momentul de la care orice activitate
constructivi de amploare cu elemente de urbanism
inceteaza. Majoritatea cetitilor au fost distruse, in locul
unora aparind garnizoane romane. in acelasi timp, apar
si orase-ville (Drobeta!®), dar care de acum se
construiau dupa modelul roman.

Procesul de urbanizare la tracii de nord, mai drept
spus tendinta de urbanizare la toate etapele, a fost
intrerupt si neterminat. in permanenta factorii interni
de evolutie erau stopati de factori externi deosebit de
puternici (invazia bastarnilor sau cucerirea romana). Ca
rezultat, se ajunge sau la disparitia lor completi, sau, in
cel mai bun caz, la reorientarea deplinid a formelor si
ciilor de dezvoltare urbana.

13 1. Glodariu, V. Moga, Cetarea dacicd de la Cdpdlna,
Bucuresti, 1989, p. 51 - 52.

14 1. Glodariu, E. Jaroslavschi, A. Rusu, Cerdfi si asezdri dacice
in munyii Ordstiei, Bucuresti, 1988, p. 101 - 105.

15 C. Daicoviciu, op. cit., p. 64.

16 Al Baracila, Une ville daco-romain: Drubeta, L'Archeologie
en Roumanie, Bucuresti, 1938.
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