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Hadrian Daicoviciu s-a nascut la Cluj la 11 octombrie 1932, in familia
profesorului Constantin si Lucia Daicoviciu. Studiile liceale le-a urmat la Sibiu si Cluj,
la Liceul ,,Emil Racovitd”. A urmat cursurile Facultatii de istorie la Universitatea Kazan
(URSS) si apoi la Universitatea din Cluj, absolvindu-le in anul 1955.

Dupa facultate a fost numit preparator la catedra de istorie anticd a Universitatii
clujene, parcurgand treptele ierarhiei universitare pana la gradul de profesor, in 1978. In
1971 a obtinut titlul de doctor in istorie la Universitatea ,,Babes-Bolyai”, cu teza Dacia
de la Burebista la cucerirea romand.

Dascalul Hadrian Daicoviciu era admirat de studenti pentru stiinta sa, pentru
logica si argumentatia strAnsd, pentru interpretarea obiectivd a fenomenului istoric,
pentru felul cum ne invéta sa patrundem in tainele nebanuite ale acestei istorii aride, ale
cérei izvoare sunt nescrise, pentru verbu-i maiestru si curgitor. Cursurile si seminariile
sale ingemdnau stiinta cu inteligenta si cuvantul potrivit, toate invelite intr-o sobrietate
deplina si o artd a oratoriei fascinanta. Era o placere sa-1 asculti vorbind. Cu vocea lui
calda si grava, cu o dictie perfectd, isi expunea ideile cu elegantd si farda urma de
afectare. Puterea lui de convingere era bazata in egald masurd pe inlintuirea logica a
argumentatiei §i pe vibratia emotionald transmisd de increderea ferma in adeviarul
propriului punct de vedere. Céci, 1n tot ce facea, in tot ce spunea, punea suflet, pasiune,
uneori chiar patima. Si stabilea astfel, imediat, calea de comunicare directa cu interlocu-
torul, fie el studentul din amfiteatru, specialistul avizat sau publicul larg.

Eruditul profesor era egalat doar de neobositul cercetator, stapanit integral de
acea curiozitate stiintificd mereu vie, care te face nu numai s nu iei in seama greutitile
zilelor petrecute pe camp si in padure, in soare dogoritor sau ploaie neintrerupta si ale
noptilor insotite de frigul corturilor. Toate i1 se pareau firesti, neafectandu-i pofta de
lucru si buna dispozitie.

Arheologul Hadrian Daicoviciu, crescut de copil, aldturi de tatal sau, acade-
micianul Constantin Daicoviciu, printre ruinele cetatilor dacice din Muntii Oréstiei si a
celui mai important oras din spatiul latinitatii estice, s-a daruit ideii de a cerceta cele
doud ,columne” ale poporului roméan: Sarmizegetusa Regia si Ulpia Traiana
Sarmizegetusa. O nestdvilitd pasiune i-a caracterizat §i activitatea de arheolog. Din
studentie si pana in acea ultima vara a vietii sale, an de an cateva luni le inchina cerceta-
rilor arheologice. Se apleca cu acelasi interes §i neostoitd curiozitate asupra unei modeste
locuinte sau asupra impozantelor ziduri ale fortificatiilor, a tainelor impresionantelor
sanctuare dacice. A condus, din 1973, santierul Cetatile dacice din Muntii Orastiei si
santierul Ulpia Traiana Sarmizegetusa; pe altele le-a vizitat sistematic, manat de aceeasi
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dorintd de cunoagtere (santierul de la Piatra Craivii, Capalna, Gomea, Caransebes,
Oncesti, Potaissa, etc.).

Valoroasele lucrari stiintifice ale eminentului cercetitor au fost completate de
numeroase colaborari la ziare si reviste de cultura si istorie din tard. Dintre toate se
cuvine amintitd rubrica din revista clujeana ,,Steaua”, intitulata Insemndri despre Dacia
in care prezenta rezultatele cercetarilor si interpretarilor sale referitoare la lumea daco-
romana. A fost consultant stiintific la filmele: ,,Dacii”, ,,Columna”, ,,Burebista” precum
si la numeroase documentare istorice, emisiuni la radio si televiziune. Difuzarea
frecventa pe calea undelor a , lectiilor de istorie” i-a facut cunoscutd vocea cu sonorititi
grave, cu inflexiuni §i nuantiri sugestive, in cele mai indepértate colturi de tara.

Majoritatea contributiilor cercetitorului Hadrian Daicoviciu au vizat istoria Daciei
preromane, in spetd perioada statului dac si istoria Daciei romane. Izvoare de toate
categoriile — arheologice, numismatice, epigrafice, literare — coroborate cu o documen-
tatie exhaustiva in istoriografia referitoare la problematica cercetatd, i-au facilitat
elaborarea unor lucrari de referintd in literatura de specialitate. Contributiile si noile
interpretari privitoare la caracterul statului dac, la particularitatile acestuia, la cronologia
regilor daci, la definirea in ansamblu a civilizatiei dacice, au fost incununate de
magistrala sinteza inchinat istoriei Daciei de la Burebista pana la cucerirea romana.

O problematicd vastd si complexd a abordat eminentul cercetitor, Hadrian
Daicoviciu, §i in studierea epocii romane: institutiile i organizarea provinciei Dacia,
urbanismul, viata culturald si religioasd, continuitatea dacilor sub stipanirea romana,
romanizarea $i esenta ei.

Rezultatele cercetirilor sale au fost apreciate in tara si strdinitate, dovada fiind
numérul mare de participari a eminentului arheolog la numeroase manifestiri stiintifice
interne §1 internationale: Congresul international de stiinte preistorice §i protoistorice de
la Praga, 1966; Congresul de studii sud-est europene de la Atena, 1970; Congresul
international de stiinte preistorice si protoistorice de la Belgrad, 1971; Congresul
international de tracologie de la Sofia, 1972; Congresul international de epigrafie greaca
si latind de la Miinchen, 1972; Congresul de studii sud-est europene, Bucuresti, 1974;
Congresul international de tracologie, Bucuresti, 1976; Congresul international de stiinte
istorice, Bucuresti, 1980). A fost membru al Societatii de Studii Clasice, (Bucuresti,
1973) si membru de onoare al Societatii Numismatice Romane (Bucuresti, 1976).

Pentru merite stiintifice deosebite a primit numeroase premii si distinctii, cel mai
important fiind premiul ,,Vasile Parvan” al Academiei Romane, pentru lucrarea Dacii,
in anul 1965.

Intreaga viata si activitate a profesorutui Hadrian Daicoviciu a fost strans legati
de muzeul de istorie clujean, pe care l-a cunoscut si indrigit ca nimeni altul. Si era
firesc s fie asa, pentru cd a copilant in cladirea muzeului, jucandu-se printre
monumentele din curte, a trait in muzeu si a ,,plecat” prematur si fulgerator, tot de aici.

inca de la reorganizarea institutiei, in anul 1963, a fost sef al sectiei daco-
romane, apoi director adjunct, iar din anul 1974 director general, pana la moartea sa.

Hadrian Daicoviciu a depus mult suflet in munca de director de muzeu, a initiat
s organizat expozitii de anvergura, menite sd faca cunoscuta istoria romanilor precum si
valorosul patrimoniu al muzeului, atat in tara cét si in strainatate. Expozitiile: Romanii in
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Romdnia (K6ln, Roma, 1969-1970), Illiri 5i daci ( Beograd si Ljubljana, 1971-1972),
Civilizatia daco-geticd in perioada clasica (Bruxelles, Luxemburg, Haga, Londra, Kéln,
Paris, Sofia, Cracovia, Viena, 1979-1981), au fost apreciate de public si specialisti din
intreaga Europa.

A fost continuatorul priceput si perseverent al anuarului muzeului, Acta Musei
Napocensis, fondata de parintele si mentorul sdu, acad. Constantin Daicoviciu.

Prietenos, cu usa si inima mereu deschise, DOMNUL HADRIAN sau HASU
cum i spuneam noi, fogtii studenti, subalterni sau colaboratori, prieteni am putea spune,
era gata sa asculte si sa ajute pe oricine, indiferent de natura problemelor avute, perso-
nale si profesionale.

S-au scurs doud decenii §i jumatate, un interval temporal apreciabil, in care
uitarea de evenimente si figuri disparute este fireasca. Nu si in cazul Domnului Hadrian,
care este prezent in amintirile i discutiile noastre, cu figura-i luminoasa si zambitoare,
cu vorba-i calda i prietenoasa, ori cu tumultul unei furii trecétoare.

Amintirea sa, pentru toti cei care l-au iubit, stimat si pretuit atit de mult, si-a
dobandit benemeritat, neuitarea.

S-a stins din viatd in 4 octombrie 1984.
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On 11 October 2012, Hadrian Daicoviciu, the university Professor and Director
of the National Museum of Transylvanian History, would have tuned 80. But since
“time had patience no longer,” it was also on a day of October - on 4 October 1984 -
that he died, at the age of 52, much too soon and much too unexpectedly.

Hadrian Daicoviciu was born in Cluj, in the family of Professor Constantin
Daicoviciu, an archaeologist and a historian of antiquity, the Rector of the University of
Cluj. He attended the first year of primary school in Cluj (1939-1940), and the other
three, as well as the first two years of high school in Sibiu, where his family sought
refuge in 1940. After retuming from refuge, he attended the University Pedagogical
Seminary in Cluj (which successively became the High School for Boys no. 3 and
“Emil Racovitd” High School), graduating from it in 1951. He began his university
studies at the Faculty of History, at “V. 1. Ulyanov - Lenin” University (1951-1953) in
Kazan (the USSR) and continued and completed them at “V. Babes” University in Cluj
in 1955.

After graduation, he was appointed as a teaching assistant at the Faculty of
History - Philosophy, “V. Babes” University and in 1956 he was promoted as head
teaching assistant. As of September 1957, he became Professor N. Lascu’s assistant,
running the seminars of world history with a focus on the Ancient Orient, on Ancient
Greece and Rome. With a view to acquiring a thorough command of the classical
languages, Greek and Latin, he resorted to the generous help of Professors Th. Naum
and N. Lascu. In 1973, he filled the position of associate professor by contest, becoming
a full Professor of Romanian Ancient History in 1978. He delivered general and special
courses and seminars of Ancient World History, Romanian Ancient History and
Archaeology. Between 1961 and 1966, he worked as a lecturer at the three-year
Pedagogical Institute in Cluj and Oradea. In 1971, he received his PhD in History from
the University of Cluj, with a thesis entitled Dacia de la Burebista la cucerirea romand
[Dacia from Burebista to the Roman Conguest], written under the scientific supervision
of Professor N. Lascu.

In his dedication to fully serving Romanian history, Hadrian Daicoviciu
benefited not only from the example of his father, but also from that of the illustrious
scholars and professors from Cluj University, specialists in classical philology, the
history of philosophy and ancient culture, and art history: Vasile Parvan, Vasile Bogrea,
Stefan Bezdechi, Mihail Macrea, 1. 1. Rusu, Kurt Horedt, D. D. Rosca, Virgil Vatisianu
and others.

Professor Hadrian Daicoviciu was admired by his students for his erudition, for
his logic and solid arguments, for his objective interpretation of historical phenomena,
and for the manner in which he taught us to penetrate the unfathomable mysteries of this
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arid history, whose sources are unwritten, through his skilful and flowing rhetoric. His
courses and seminars entwined science with intelligence and the right word, all wrapped
in full sobriety and a fascinating art of oratory. It was a pleasure to listen to him
speaking. With his warm and serious voice, with his perfect diction, he exposed his
ideas with elegance and without a trace of pretentiousness. His power of persuasion
relied equally on the logical chain of argumentation and on the emotional vibration
conveyed by his firm confidence in the truth of his own point of view. For in everything
he did, in everything he said, he invested his heart and soul, passion and, at times,
fervent ardour. And thus he established immediately the path of direct communication
with his interlocutors, whether they be the students in the amphitheatre, competent
specialists or the public at large.

The erudite professor was matched only by the tireless researcher, who was fully
possessed by that scientific curiosity that is always alive, that makes one not take into
account the hardships of days spent in the field and in forests, under the scorching sun or
in ceaseless rain, or of nights spent in cold tents. All these seemed natural to him,
leaving his appetite for work and his good mood intact.

The archaeologist Hadrian Daicoviciu, who had been raised by his father,
Academician Constantin Daicoviciu, amongst the ruins of Dacian fortresses in the
Orastie Mountains and of the most important city in the space of Eastern Latinity,
dedicated himself to the idea of investigating the two “columns” of the Romanian
people: Sarmizegetusa Regia and Ulpia Traiana Sarmizegetusa. His work as an
archaeologist was characterised by unbridled passion. From his years as a student until
that last summer of his life, he spent several months a year doing archaeological
research. He would focus with the same interest and tireless curiosity on a modest abode
or on the majestic walls of fortifications, on the secrets of the impressive Dacian
sanctuaries. He led, starting from 1973, the Dacian Cities archaeological site in the
Orastie Mountains and the Ulpia Traiana Sarmizegetusa site; he visited the others
systematically, driven by the same desire for knowledge (the sites from Piatra Craivii,
Capalna, Gornea, Caransebes, Oncesti, Potaissa, etc.).

The eminent researcher’s valuable scientific papers were accompanied by his
numerous collaborations with newspapers and cultural and historical journals in the
country. Of all, his column in Steaua, the journal from Cluj, entitled “Insemnari despre
Dacia” [“Notes on Dacia”] deserves special mention: here he presented the results of his
research and interpretations on the Daco-Roman world. He was a scientific consultant
for the films: The Dacians, The Column, and Burebista, as well as for numerous
historical documentaries, and radio and television shows. The frequent broadcasts of his
“lessons of history” familiarised the viewers from even the farthest comers of the
country with his serious sounding voice, with all its suggestive inflections and nuances.

Most of the researcher Hadrian Daicoviciu’s contributions focused on the
history of pre-Roman Dacia, especially on the period of the Dacian state. Sources of all
types - archaeological, numismatic, epigraphic, and literary - corroborated with a
comprehensive historiographical documentation on the areas he researched enabled him
to produce works of reference in the specialised literature. His contributions and his new
interpretations regarding the characteristics of the Dacian state, its particularities, the
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chronology of the Dacian kings, the definition of the entire Dacian civilisation were
crowned by his outstanding synthesis of Dacian history from Burebista to the Roman
Conquest.

The eminent scientist Hadrian Daicoviciu addressed a vast and complex range
of issues also as regards the Roman period: the institutions and the organisation of the
Dacian province, urbanism, cultural and religious life, the continuity of the Dacians
under the Roman rule, Romanisation and its essence.

The results of his research were appreciated at home and abroad, as attested by
the large number of participations in numerous national and international scientific
events: the International Congress of Prehistoric and Protohistoric Sciences, Prague,
1966; the Congress of Southeast European Studies, Athens, 1970; the International
Congress of Prehistoric and Protohistoric Sciences, Belgrade, 1971; the International
Congress of Thracology, Sofia, 1972; the International Congress of Greek and Latin
Epigraphy, Munich, 1972; the Congress of Southeast European Studies, Bucharest,
1974; the International Congress of Thracology, Bucharest, 1976; the International
Congress of Historical Sciences, Bucharest, 1980. He was a member of the Society for
Classical Studies (Bucharest, 1963) and an honorary member of the Romanian
Numismatic Society (Bucharest, 1976).

For outstanding scientific merit, he received numerous awards and accolades,
the most important being the prize “Vasile Parvan,” awarded by the Romanian
Academy, for his work Dacii, in 1965.

Professor Hadrian Daicoviciu’s entire life and work were closely related to the
History Museum in Cluj, which he knew and loved like no other. And it was natural
for him to do so, because he grew up in the museum building, playing among the
monuments in the yard, living in the museum and also “leaving” prematurely and
precipitously from here.

Starting from the moment when the institution was reorganised, in 1963, he was
Head of the Daco-Roman Department, then Deputy Director and, from 1974 until his
death, General Director.

Hadrian Daicoviciu put a lot of heart in his work as the museum’s director. The
annual scientific sessions organised by the museum under the significant title
Continuitate multimilenara [ Multi-millennial Continuity] were attended, throughout the
years, by specialists from the entire country. The emotion of meeting with his colleagues
and researcher friends was complemented by the diversity of scientific communications,
followed by discussions, dialogues and incisive polemics, supported by archaeological
sources and evidence.

A remarkable messenger of the Romanian people, Hadrian Daicoviciu
repeatedly went abroad, presenting the matenial and spiritual culture of our ancestors - as
a part of European civilisation - which was for centuries in close interdependence with
the Hellenistic and the Roman worlds. The image of this scientist of international
renown is outlined by his vast correspondence with historians of antiquity worldwide,
by his study scholarships, invitations and participations in sessions and conferences in
the field.
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He initiated and organised major exhibitions designed to make known the
history of the Romanians and the valuable patrimony of the museum, both at home and
abroad. These exhibitions were greatly appreciated by the public and by professionals
across Europe: Romanii in Romdnia [The Romans in Romania] (Cologne, Rome, 1969-
1970); Illiri §i daci [lllyrians and Dacians] (Belgrade and Ljubljana, 1971-1972),
Civilizatia daco-geticd in perioada clasicd [Getic-Dacian Civilisation in the Classical
Period] (Brussels, Luxembourg, The Hague, London, Cologne, Paris, Sofia, Krakow,
Vienna, 1979-1981).

He was the accomplished and tenacious continuator of the museum’s yearbook,
Acta Musei Napocensis, founded by his father and mentor, Acad. Constantin
Daicoviciu.

Friendly, always open-hearted, MISTER Hadrian or HASU - as we all called
him, whether we were his former students, his subalterns or associates, his friends, we
might say - was ready to listen to and help everyone, regardless of the nature of their
problems, personal or professional.

Each early October reminds us of Mister Hadrian, with his bright and smiling
face, with his warm and friendly words, or with the tumult of some fleeting ire. The
tragedy inherent in our premature separation makes us resort to the melancholy sentence
of the Shakespearean verse “And summer’s lease hath all too short a date!...”
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EVOCATIONS

Tudor Arghezi: I shall ignore if and how much has been written in the so-called
cultural publications by critics who are obsessed with literary aberrations, about the
wonderful book filled with a massive amount of information, written by - I do not know
how I should refer to him - the scholar or the profound artist, Hadrian Daicoviciu. 1
Jjourneyed through the author’s printed manuscript like through a valley of flowers and
cool breezes, and to rejoice, I entered it with a pink chrysanthemum, plucked from his
lovely garden... From excitement to excitement, 1 felt a tear drop onto a page from time
to time. I'll go, if only I should gather strength, to Ordgstie, to weep by its walls. A new
universe opened to me in a flash. Let me say that I am a happy man, between
constellations and balms. (Tudor Arghezi, 7 April 1966, Dacii, Editura Pentru
Literatura, the collection “Biblioteca Pentru Toti™”)

Acad. Camil Muresan: Hadrian Daicoviciu’s life was not quiet... but deeply
convulsed: throughout its course, he was neither denied satisfaction, nor spared sorrow -
which he stoically mastered. The convulsion in his life was one of the signs meant for the
elect, for those consumed by a perpetual endeavour to reach the truth, science, those
eager to share these with as many as possible - if indeed possible, with the whole world...

He impressed his colleagues and professors from the first moment he entered
this university, as a student, dedicating himself to the study of history. He had a maturity
and incisiveness of thought, a precise and elegant spontaneity of expression, which
distinguished his brilliance amongst several generations of young scholars from a few
decades ago...

The heir of his family’s old professional vocation, manifested with supreme
Jorce through the overwhelming personality of Constantin Daicoviciu, our colleague
added to it, like his father before, the exquisite mastery of the written word, filling the
pages of numerous monographs, studies, articles and historical notes. I read and rightly
appreciated them, just like the foreign scientific opinion also valued them.

Notwithstanding all these... the image Hadrian Daicoviciu leaves behind is
above all that of a brilliant oral presence, whose charm was reflected both in the
expression of the most abstract and complex results of science and in his everyday
conversations, punctuated by the exuberance of his optimistic temperament.

His optimism betrayed the essence of his warrior nature. He had the courage
and even the passion to go into the arena, where he handled the heavy sword or the fine
rapier of arguments, with the same strength and agility, in order to defend or impose his
opinions; he always considered he had a duty to mould them truthfully and, as such, to
make them correspond to the interest of historical science...

Like so many people of the city, living frantically amidst its tumult, he also had a
taste for ovations, celebrating the victories that most often crowned his dazzling
demonstrations of intelligence, wit and erudition...
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Against the background of our history, featuring, at the dawn of time, that
Column which enticed Hadrian Daicoviciu to study it in every revealing detail about the
birth of a nation, today we may distinguish another - the column he added to the values
of Romanian and world culture and science: the scientific work he created in the less
than three decades of activity that fate sparingly allowed him to carry out.. (The
Daicoviciu Fund, In memoriam Hadrian Daicoviciu, inv. no. C2 8162, The National
Museum of Transylvanian History, Cluj-Napoca).

Acad. Emil Condurachi: Hadrian Daicoviciu was an eminent specialist in the
utterly complex field he mastered with such power, of studies on the early history of the
Romanian people. A passionate archaeologist, a highly distinguished professor, a man
of refined spiritual quality, he also illustrated, to the highest degree, the institutions to
which he ceaselessly devoted all his energy - the University of Cluj and the Museum of
Transylvania - and, thereby, the successive generations of the men of culture and men of
country whom he represented amongst his peers. The son of a generation of scholars,
Hadrian Daicoviciu was, above all, the son of the great historian Constantin Daicoviciu
because, indeed, he was not his heir only by the law of nature, but by the infinitely more
severe law of culture. A difficult legacy, for his father was a great man in every respect,
and it was difficult for anyone to measure up to him. But Hadrian Daicoviciu was truly
and in the highest sense the heir of his sharp and learned father, for he carried on the
work of his lifetime, inspiring this legacy with his own high spirit, with his own creative
force, going deeper, decanting more subtly, in a word, innovating - as one rightly ought
to surpass one’s great predecessors - with deep respect and unflinching intrepidness...

His courses were - I know this from all those who experienced the joy of
attending them - both rigorous and vibrant, shaping the spirit of many generations of
Students; too few, we might say now, thinking of those who might have followed but
were not given this chance.

It was an intellectual feast for his elderly colleagues, as well as for the other
connoisseurs of history or simply for those thirsting for knowledge to hear his voice and
the language he spoke with such grace, to follow his thought, which tirelessly
deciphered the history of that essential chapter in the destiny of our nation, to whose
study he had consecrated his entire life. Everything he said, along with everything he
ever wrote bears the twofold seal of scholarly rigor and incandescent thought,
beautifully lit by his great talent...

And, as it happens to the best of us, all these remarkable talents and
accomplishments were integrated into a harmonious, solar, powerful personality.
Hadrian Daicoviciu was a man of exquisite quality, a son and a father, a brother and a
friend, a scholar and an educator - all melting into a single noble metal, whose strength,
courage, cheerfulness and kindness enhanced his innate brilliance and authenticity.
(Tribuna, no. 6, October, 1984, Cluj-Napoca).
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Al. Caprariu: I'm writing with the sliver left from my broken pen, bleeding
because of Hadrian Daicoviciu’s absurd death. We were - for more than three decades -
and will remain, beyond the mourning of his departure, soul brothers, because together
we shared bread and wine and hopes and dreams and ideals and wrath against
stupidity and memories and still something that words will never be able to say until the
very end.

And how might I start reminiscing about what ennobled our friendship?
Perhaps by remembering that road we took together to the “Merry Cemetery” in
Sdpadnta... or recalling the countless trips - made by night trains - from Clyj to
Bucharest and back.... And why not remember the dozens of mornings when we drank
our coffee together with Daicoviciu the Elder and Hadrian and Professor Hdrdgus and
Professor Mircea Zaciu - it become a sort of ritual, a sort of tradition - spinning yarns,
laughing at all and, no less, at ourselves? Could those hours have vanished into
nothingness? Impossible! I can still hear, underneath inner horizons, Daicoviciu's
words of wisdom - the great Professor - and Hadrian's roars of tonic laughter and
Professor Haragus's velvet lines and Mircea Zaciu's phrases full of erudite candour...

With Hadrian, who throbbed with life, you could share, in brotherly manner,
both lively discussion and silence...

Years ago - I was still working for Tribuna and the spiritual adventure of Dacia
had not yet begun - I was at Arghezi’s, telling the poet about the friends from Cluyj,
about what we were dreaming of achieving with the new journal that was just coming
out its golden childhood. Arghezi exclaimed, “You're lucky. The Daicovicius are with
you!” I instinctively liked that plural, whose entire meaning I grasped only later...

And now, behold, there's one more empty place at the Table of Silence in my
soul. (Tribuna, no. 6, October, 1984, Cluj-Napoca).
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