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Gheorghe I. FLORESCU

NICOLAE TITULESCU SI PROBLEMA DATORIILOR DE RAZBOI
R ALE ROMANIEI FATA DE SUA,
IN PAGINILE ZIARULUI ,,THE NEW YORK TIMES” (1925 - 1926)

Cuvinte-cheie: Primul Razboi Mondial, Romdnia, SUA, datorii de razboi, ,, The
New York Times”, Nicolae Titulescu.

Tn anul 1925, acela care a marcat sfarsitul primului sfert al secolului XX, Europa
si nu numai ea faceau inca eforturi serioase pentru a depasi consecintele schimbarilor
intervenite dupa incheierea Primului Rézboi Mondial, privite cu bucurie, dar si
eclipsate, in unele cazuri, de drame ce perpetuau o stare de spirit revansarda,
improprie unei evolutii firesti a batranului continent si a noilor raporturi
internationale. Dintre numeroasele dificultati, inerente unui asemenea context, care
ridicau serioase semne de intrebare, solutionarea acelora care priveau datoriile
contractate de tarile europene in Statele Unite ale Americii, in anii 1914 - 1918,
ramase incd in suspensie, ajunsesera a nu mai suporta promisiunile reluate mereu, dar
amanate de fiecare data. De altfel, aceasta chestiune devenise de un timp obiectul
unor dezbateri energice §i a unor aranjamente speciale, care aveau in vedere calcule
si esalondri temporale complicate’.

Abordat contingental un timp, datoritd unor implicatii delicate, de natura
diplomatica, dar si informationald, bineinteles, acest subiect continud a ridica si azi
semne de Intrebare, Intrucat aria sa problematica are In vedere chestiuni economice si
politice importante, personalititi exponentiale ale unor state situate pe meridiane
diferite, cu interese politice si economice delicate, care privesc un timp problematic,
deosebit de complex, ce continua a fi de actualitate si azi.

Dupa Primul Razboi Mondial, intre diferite state situate pe meridiane indepartate
au aparut unele diferende politice si economice, manifestate in diverse arii
problematice, de interes comun, apropiindu-le sau obligdndu-le a se aseza la aceeasi

1 Cf. George G. Potra, N. Titulescu in SUA si Canada, Tn "Revista Romano-Americand”, Nr. XXII -
XXIII, lanuarie 2012, passim; Nicolae Titulescu, Opera politico - diplomatica. Corespondenta, Vol. |
(1921-1931), partea I, vol. ingrijit de George G. Potra; colaboratori: Delia Razdolescu, Gilbert Monney
Campeanu, Daniela Boriceanu, Cristian Paiusan, Bucuresti, Fundatia Europeand Titulescu, 2004; Ion
Stanciu, In umbra Europei. Relatiile Romaniei cu Statele Unite in anii 1919 - 1939, Bucuresti, Silex,
1996, pp. 55 - 60; lon M. Oprea, Nicolae Titulescu, Bucuresti, ES, 1966; Acad. V. Malinschi,
Economia, dreptul, diplomatia Tn viziunea lui N. Titulescu. Studiu sociologic, Bucuresti, EARSR, 1985;
Emilian Bold, De la Versailles la Lausanne (1919-1932). Activitatea diplomatiei romdnesti in problema
reparatiilor de razboi (contributii), lasi, EJ, 1976; idem, Dimensiuni economice si financiare ale
activitatii lui Nicolae Titulescu. Contributii la reglementarea problemei reparatiilor primului razboi
mondial, Tn Titulescu si strategia pdcii, lasi, EJ, 1982, pp. 112 - 131; Gh. Buzatu, N. Titulescu, Pagini
de "Jurnal”, In Titulescu si strategia pdcii, pp. 375 - 447.
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masa a unor discutii care nu mai suportau tergiversarile de pand atunci. Doua tari de
dimensiuni greu comparabile si Indepartate una de cealaltd - Roméania si SUA -, care
luptasera in 1917 - 1918 de partea aceleiasi baricade, fara a fi existat intre ele o
intelegere oficiala In acest sens, au ajuns a avea probleme conexe, care le-au
determinat s se agseze dupa un timp, fata in fata, la masa tratativelor. Momentul avut
in vedere, consumat Tn ultimul sfert al anului 1925, a fost foarte important pentru
evolutia ulterioara a relatiilor diplomatice §i economice romano-americane, dar si
pentru normalizarea stabilitatii realitdtilor de ansamblu ale Romaniei acelui timp.

In evolutia post - 1918 a politicii sale externe, aceasti tara s-a confruntat, atunci,
pentru prima datd, cu diplomatia unui stat de dimensiunile si importanta Lumii Noi.
IntAmplitor sau nu, delegatia care a purtat discutiile incheiate cu solutionarea
"diferendului" datoriilor de rdzboi ale Roméniei fatd de SUA a fost Nicolae
Titulescu, ministrul plenipotentiar al Romaniei la Londra, acela care, impreuna cu I.
Cantacuzino, prezentase Conferintei de la Spa un memoriu prin care se respingea
acordul semnat cu acea ocazie, Intrucat "guvernul actual sau oricare altul nu va
putea convinge opinia publicd din tara noastrd cd regimul ce ni se face este drept"?.

Cei care au apelat In timp la serviciile lui N. Titulescu nu au procedat aidoma, de
fiecare data cand ar fi trebuit sa repete gestul, plecand de la interese particulare sau
de moment, peste care se putea trece oricind fard consecinte greu de explicat ori
suportat. lon Petrovici, acela care I-a cunoscut si ascultat pe "marele european” la
Geneva si la Societatea Natiunilor, apreciindu-l intotdeauna cu sinceritate, recunostea
"cuvdntul sau precis in situatiile cele mai incurcate", acceptand ca, "desigur,
realitatea a desmintit multe din calculele acestui om [...]. Aceste lucruri - asupra
cdrora istoria nepdrtinitoare se va pronunfa complet mai tarziu - nu ne pot face sa
uitam stralucirea cu care am fost reprezentati neintrerupt in aceste dezbateri §i
dispute internationale, unde adeseori am cdstigat cupa invingdatorului™. La randul
sau, N. Titulescu i se marturisea lui N. lorga, la 18 noiembrie 1924, ca "putina lume
realizeaza greutdtile unei misiuni in strdindtate, cdand vrei sa o implinesti
constiincios. Aparatul extern al vietii diplomatice le pare chiar un privilegiu. Pentru
mine, el e o corvoadd, la care ma supun numai si numai din consideratia cd
Romdnia trebuie sa fie prezenta pretutindeni. [...] Pentru mine, lupta pentru tarda in
politica interna evoca lupta infanteriei in transee! Lupta in strdindtate, pentru tard,
imi apare in schimb ca lupta din avion! [...] Dar in prima, ifi simfi coatele aldturi de
altii, in a doua esti singur! ",

Despre N. Titulescu - omul politic, ministrul, diplomatul, parlamentarul,
profesorul - s-a scris la un moment dat, Tnainte de 1990, mai mult decat despre multe
alte personalitdti romanesti ale aceleiasi perioade. Peste explicatia acestei "diferenge”,
care a fost, adeseori, o complezentd de naturd ideologica, aparent surprinzatoare, se
trece incd, si azi, cu o acceptare factice, care, neindoielnic, va ridica la un moment

2 Cf. Titulescu si strategia pacii, p. 116.

3 La moartea lui Nicolae Titulescu. Cuvdntare rostiti de I. Petrovici, vicepresedinte al Academiei
Romane, n incinta Academiei, in ziua de 21 martie 1941, in Nicolae Titulescu, Studiu introductiv, texte
alese, traduceri, Dr. Ion Grecescu, Bucuresti, EP, 1982, p. 167.

4Cf. C. 1. Turcu, 1. Voicu, Nicolae Titulescu in universul diplomatiei pacii, Bucuresti, EP, 1984, p. 14.
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dat semne de intrebare justificate, ale caror consecinte se vor repercuta, inevitabil,
dar mai ales prejudiciabil, asupra unei personalititi a carei posteritate nu ar fi
comportat, altfel, asemenea subterfugii. Pand nu demult, chiar si prezenta sa in
America si misiunea Incheiatd cu reglementarea chestiunii datoriilor de razboi ale
Romaéniei citre Lumea Noud au fost discutate conjunctural sau, doar, numai pana
intr-un punct®. Referindu-se la acel moment important, Valentin Lipatti isi va aminti
ca "o situatie nu mai putin delicata a avut Titulescu in 1925 in ultima faza a
tratativelor pentru reglementarea datoriei de razboi fata de Anglia, iar in noiembrie
acelasi an, la Washington, ca negociator al Romdniei pentru reglementarea datoriei
de razboi fata de Statele Unite™. Savel Radulescu, la randul sdu, evoca si el
"saptamanile de «nopti albe» la care seful delegatiei isi obligase colaboratorii la
Washington, in noiembrie - decembrie 1925, cind negocia datoriile de razboi cu
Statele Unite"’.

Elucidarea acestei chestiuni, deosebit de importantd pentru Roméania de atunci,
era, bineinteles, la fel si pentru America, dar si pentru relatiile dintre cele doua tari,
delicate din punct de vedere diplomatic si economic. Nu doar Romania era implicata
in acei ani in aria dificultatilor care decurgeau din obligatia achitarii datoriilor de
razboi citre America §i nu numai. Franta, Italia si multe alte state erau serios
preocupate de rezolvarea aceleiasi pretentioase probleme. Semnatar al Tratatului de
pace de la Trianon si negociator al sensibilului subiect al reparatiilor, Nicolae
Titulescu considera ca amanarea solutionarii datoriilor de razboi "echivala cu o reala
ruind financiara™. In aceasta dificultate rezidau, de fapt, delicatetea si anxietatea
incheierii acordului reclamat de rezolvarea chestiunii reparatiilor.

Peste experienta americand a lui Titulescu, consumata intre 6 noiembrie 1925 i 9
ianuarie 1926, s-a trecut repede, in general, fiind consemnata indeosebi de presa
timpului, dar tratatd cu propensiunea necesard abia in anii din urma®. O perioada

5 Cf. lon M. Oprea, op. cit.; Vasile Netea, Nicolae Titulescu, Bucuresti, Edit. Meridiane, 1969; Savel
Radulescu, Diplomasi ilustri, Vol. 1, Bucuresti, EP, 1969; Acad. V. Malinschi, op. cit.; Nicolae
Dragusin, Nicolae Titulescu: patriot sau tradator?, in "Romdnia libera”, 15 mai 2008.

® Valentin Lipatti, Titulescu vizut de contemporani, in Mari figuri ale diplomatiei roménesti. Nicolae
Titulescu, Colectiv de coordonare Aurel Duma, Dumitru Aninoiu, Vasile Sandru, Constantin 1. Turcu,
Bucuresti, EP, 1982, p. 129.

" Ibidem, p. 130.

8 Anexe, acte si documente referitoare la chestiunea reparatiilor si datoriilor interaliate ale Romdniei,
Bucuresti, Imprimeriile statului, 1925, p. 498.

® Meritul restituirii operei scrise a lui N. Titulescu, ca o prefatd, iar uneori ca o prelungire a activitatii
sale diplomatice, 1i apartine, intr-o masura oricdnd relevabild, istoricului George G. Potra. Prezenta
interventie, pe care o aveam in vedere de mai multi ani, a fost definitivatd dupa publicarea excursului
sdu intitulat N. Titulescu in SUA si Canada, Tn "Revista romano-americana”, Bucuresti, lanuarie 2012,
pp. 149 - 244. Tn anii 1984 - 1986, am identificat si xeroxat articolele si notele publicate in "The New
York Times", Tn intervalul 1914 - 1928, care privesc Roménia, dar si cele care se refereau, tangential
Nnumai, la aceasta tara. Dupa ce am editat o parte dintre ele, in diferite ocazii, am pregatit pentru tipar pe
cele care au avut in vedere prezenta lui N. Titulescu, la sfargitul anului 1925 si inceputul urmatorului, in
Lumea Noua, ca sef al delegatiei care a elucidat subiectul datoriilor de razboi ale Romaniei fata de
SUA, contractate in anii Primului Razboi Mondial. Am tot améanat editarea acestor texte, considerand ca
nu ne incheiasem, inca, documentarea reclamata de o asemenea intreprindere. Exemplarul demers al lui
George G. Potra ne-a ajutat la completarea documentarii, astfel incat am decis a publica textul de fata.
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indelungata, acesta tema a fost evitatd de istoriografia din Romania din considerente
de natura ideologica, iar abordarile, atitea cate au fost, nu au putut evita, intotdeauna,
subiectivismul de neinteles, impus ca unica judecatd de valoare.

Dincolo de consideratiile temporale, dar mai ales de realitatile relevate in timp, de
un spatiu distinct, cum era Lumea Noua, "dialogul cu America" a avut o semnificatie
speciald pentru o personalitate ca Nicolae Titulescu. Referindu-ne la diplomatia
roméneascd, suntem obligati s recunoastem ca momentul acela a marcat inceputul
unor raporturi diplomatice si economice - firesti si necesare - intervenite Tntre
Bucuresti si Washington, DC. Dupa ce razboiul incheiat in urma cu sapte ani a
deschis intre cele doud capitale un contencios de naturd financiard, a carui
solutionare nu mai putea fi amanata, prezenta unei delegatii romane in capitala Lumii
Noi a avut - dincolo de consideratiile de moment -, o importantd aparte pentru un
dialog diplomatic inevitabil, judecat mai ales din perspectiva orizontului roméanesc.

Recurgerea la serviciile lui N. Titulescu, in cazul solutionarii unei chestiuni a
carei delicatete era una special nu a fost intimplitoare. in 1925, el era o personalitate
politica afirmata in tard si nu numai, ca fost parlamentar si ministru al finantelor, dar
si ca membru al delegatiei romane care a participat la definitivarea Tratatului de Pace
de la Trianon. Cu patru ani mai Tnainte, fusese numit ca trimis extraordinar si
ministru al Romaniei ih Anglia, demnitate care i-a permis sd cunoasca realitatile
internationale ale acelui timp, privite dintr-o capitald aflatd in centrul diplomatiei
europene. Avea o experientd financiard incontestabild, ca fost negociator Tn delicata
chestiune a reparatiilor. A participat, ca delegat al tarii sale la Conferinta de la Spa,
organizata in vederea solutiondrii aceleiasi probleme, careia i s-a acordat o atentie
speciald la Conferinta de Pace'®. La 16 iulie 1920, prin acordul semnat la Spa,
Romaniei i se rezervase un cuantum insignifiant, de 1,1%, din reparatiile germane si
10,55% din cele impuse Austriei, Ungariei si Bulgariei. N. Titulescu si L
Cantacuzino au refuzat semnarea acelui document, cerand un tratament echitabil,
care sa corespunda realitatilor vremii'’.

Ca membru al delegatiei Romaniei la Conferinta de Pace, Titulescu declara, la 28
februarie 1919, la o reuniune neoficiald romano - americand, care a avut loc
Restaurantul "Laurent”, din Paris, ca, neindoielnic, la "ceea ce natiunile mici
datoreazd mai ales Americii, se adauga egalitatea in materie de drept intr-0 lume
noua si mijloacele materiale capabile sa o impund.

Romdnia este cu adevarat indreptatita sa aprecieze darul care i se face. [...] Dar
sa stii cd de acum inainte niciun dugman nu va putea sa ameninte o tard izolata, [...]

Tn acest an - adica 2013 -, se implinesc noud decenii si jumatate de la incheierea Primului Rizboi
Mondial, eveniment deosebit de important pentru Europa, la care Roménia a participat, Thcepand cu 15/
28 august 1916, in gruparea ce state cdreia i se va aldtura, la 6 aprilie 1917, si America.

10 cf. Acad. V. Malinschi, op. cit., pp. 115 - 117. Vezi si N. Titulescu, Documente diplomatice,
Bucuresti, 1967, p. 99; Emilian Bold, De la Versailles la Lausanne (1919 - 1932). Activitatea
diplomatiei romdnesti in problema reparatiilor de razboi (contributii), lasi, EJ, 1976, passim; ldem,
Dimensiuni economice §i financiare ale activitatii lui Nicolae Titulescu. Contributii la reglementarea
problemei reparatiilor primului razboi mondial, In Nicolae Titulescu si strategia pacii, pp. 112 - 125.

™ Emilian Bold, Contribuii la reglementarea problemei reparatiilor primului rdzboi mondial, pp. 117 -
125.
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sa simtim cd nici o persoand nu ne va mai putea atinge in viitor, fara ca lumea
intreagad sa se pund in miscare, fara ca drapelul sacru al Americii sa se amestece cu
culorile nationale, aceasta, domnilor, depaseste toate visurile noastre, aceasta
sfideaza exprimarea, aceasta semnifica, pur si simplu, sa dai muritorilor o trdire
dumnezeiasca!

Pentru a ne fi facut sa intrevedem cerul albastru deasupra negurii compacte a
bataliilor si pentru a ne fi dat securitate si fericire, pentru a ne fi dat certitudinea de
a putea, in fine, realiza misiunea istoricd, care clocoteste in venele noastre, va
asiguram ca de acum Inainte in marea noastrd patrie nu va iesi din buzele noastre
strigatul Traiascd Rom@nia fard ca buzele noastre sa nu doreascd sd adauge
mecanic cuvintele Traiascid America!™*.

Dincolo de solemnitatea de moment a unor asemenea recunoasteri, razbate si azi
intentia sincerd a unui ilustru diplomat de a asigura tarii sale interesul si consideratia
Lumii Noi. SUA ajunsesera a reprezenta pentru acele vremuri emblema unei noi
ordini internationale, preocupatd a asigura statelor afirmate dupa Marele Razboi o
implicare fireasca in noua evolutie diplomaticd a lumii. Dar, inainte de identificarea
realitatilor diplomatiei postbelice, statele europene s-au trezit confruntate cu
obligativitatea solutiondrii datoriilor de razboi, chestiune care, in paralel cu
implicatiile ei de naturd economica, privea, Intr-o masura decisiva chiar, noua ordine
diplomatica internationalda. Dupa 1918, anul incheierii Marelui Razboi, SUA au
devenit un actor important al scenei diplomatice internationale, care a impus o
restructurare a realitatilor politice, dar si economice, ale lumii postbelice. Nu numai
Europa s-a vazut confruntatd cu o noud ordine internationald, ci intreaga lume,
nutrind intentii asemandtoare, chiar daca interesele nationale nu erau circumscrise
intru totul si intotdeauna acelorasi temeiuri sau doar intentii.

In virtutea acestor realitati, la 9 februarie 1922 s-a instituit in SUA o Comisie a
datoriilor externe din Primul Rézboi Mondial, prin care se propunea consolidarea
acelora care apartineau tarilor debitoare Lumii Noi, deci si ale Romaniei'®. Atent cu
interesele sale, Washingtonul a avut grija sa-si revada toate calculele, indiferent de
natura lor, Tnainte ca aceasta chestiune sa fie tratatd ca o obligatie internationald. La
10 iulie 1924, Peter A. Jay, ministrul SUA la Bucuresti, 1l informa pe 1.G. Duca,
ministrul de Externe al Romaniei, ca "tocmai am primit din partea guvernului meu
instructiuni sa ma reintorc la Washington pentru a fi consultat de cdtre
Departamentul de Stat asupra atitudinii guvernului roméan vizavi de interesele
americane”. Adoptarea noii legi a minelor, preciza diplomatul american, a
reprezentat "obiectul unor preocupari serioase din partea guvernului meu, dat fiind
cd in aplicarea sa aceastd lege ar putea aduce prejudicii intereselor americane. In
plus, isi continua el acuzatiile - pe un ton nu tocmai diplomatic -, aceasta lege nu este
decdt cea mai recentd din suita de masuri luate de guvernul romdn de-a lungul

12 George G. Potra, op. cit., pp. 151 - 152. Vezi si Luchian Deaconu, Franfa si Romdnia unite in
comunitatea de sacrificiu Tn anii 1916-1918. Documente externe din arhivele: Consiliului National al
Unitatii Romdne de la Paris, redactiei ziarului "'La Roumanie", coloniei romane din Paris, vol. I, p.
255.

'3 George G. Potra, op. cit., p. 157.
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ultimilor doi ani, care n-au incetat sa ne dea impresia cd guvernul romdn nu este
dispus sa acorde intereselor americane tratamentul la care cei interesafi s-ar putea
astepta pe bund dreptate din partea autoritdtilor romdne”. Enumerand mai multe
"masuri” adoptate de Romania in ultimul timp, Jay avertiza guvernul de la Bucuresti,
pe un ton care eluda unele principii diplomatice elementare, ca "guvernul meu
apreciazd cd toate aceste fapte nu constituie, in niciun fel, marturii din partea
guvernului romdn ale dorintei de a ameliora relatiile cu Statele Unite". Judecand,
exclusiv, o relatie bilaterald doar prin prisma intereselor tarii sale, oficialul american
renunta la obligatoriul ton diplomatic, devenind amenintator chiar, "pentru a atrage
atentia intr-o manierd care nu eluda echivocul, cum pretindea el farda menajamente,
guvernului romdn, privind nelinistea cu care aceste evolutii recente au fost urmarite
de Guvernul Statelor Unite"**. Continuandu-si “avertismentul” cu aceeasi obstinatie,
el pretindea ca "guvernul meu mi-a dat ordinul sa precizez nu numai guvernului
regal, ci §i colegilor mei, faptul cd revenirea mea in Statele Unite a fost decisa in
vederea unei conferinte privind atitudinea guvernului romdn, considerata de
guvernul american drept nesatisfacatoare fata de nationalii americani §i interesele
lor™.

Titulescu a redactat, la randul sau, inainte de Conferinta interaliatd de la Londra,
unde urma a fi discutat raportul comisiei de experti privitor la chestiunea reparatiilor
de razboi si la modalitatea punerii ei in practicd, un memoriu in care comenta cererile
Romaniei, considerandu-le intru totul justificatem. insa, discutarea demersului siu
privitor la "revendicari”, ca si intregul proiect de altfel, a fost amanatd pana la
Conferinta ministrilor de Finante, ale carei lucrari fusesera programate a se desfasura
la Paris, Tn ianuarie 1925",

Toate aceste initiative lasau a se intrevedea ca problema datoriilor de razboi ale
statului roman catre America nu era privitd ca una oarecare, iar implicatiile ei
ajunsesera a fi tratate cu mult interes §i cu autoritate, chiar, dincolo de Atlantic. Asa
cum s-a afirmat nu o singura data, doar, "comparativ cu creditele avansate in timpul
razboiului §i imediat dupa razboi altor state de catre guvernul american, datoria
Romaniei nu era dintre cele mai mari”. "Guvernul american eliberase in aceste
scopuri credite totale, pentru aprovizionarea civild, de 23.209.819 $, si pentru
materiale militare un credit de 12.922.675 $, ceea ce constituia un principal cumulat
de 36.128,494 8 cu dobdnzi de 5 §i 6 98,

Diplomatia americand urmarea cu atentie modalitatea tratarii de citre Romania a
chestiunii datoriilor ei de razboi fatd de Washington, DC. Nici diplomatia romana nu
era mai putin interesatd de aceastd problema. Date fiind dificultatile cu care se
confrunta Europa dupa incheierea razboiului, America a fost intelegatoare pentru un
timp cu Romania si nu numai cu ea. Treptat, Tnsa, asteptarea prelungita a luat sfarsit,

™ Ibidem, p. 158.

5 Ibidem.

18 N. Titulescu, Les revendications de la Roumanie, London, 1924, p. 6; Idem, Discursuri, Bucuresti,
ES, 1967, pp. 242 - 243; lon M. Oprea, op. cit., p. 137.

17 Acad. V. Malinschi, op. cit., p. 122.

8 Ion Stanciu, op. cit., p. 55. Vezi si Gh. Dobrovici, Istoricul dezvoltarii economice §i financiare a
Romaniei. 1823 -1933, Bucuresti, 1934, pp. 528 - 529.
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astfel incat, dupa mai multe avertismente, ea a decis, la 28 octombrie 1924, sa
someze Bucurestii, cerdnd achitarea imediatd a datoriilor de razboi®®. La un moment
dat, 1nsa, aceasta disputd parea a fi ajuns intr-un punct fara iesire, pentru Romania.
ntr-o asemenea Tmprejurare, s-a sugerat ca Vintili Britianu si meargi in SUA,
pentru a Incerca o depdsire a unui context agravant, intentie abandonata in cele din
urmd, intruct Departamentul de Stat nu a considerat-o necesara’’.

La 14 ianuarie 1925, Nicolae Titulescu si Vintila Bratianu au prezentat la
Conferinta ministrilor de Finante de la Paris un memoriu in care era reluata
incercarea de explicare a drepturilor tarii lor in problema reparatiilor de razboi,
propunandu-se revizuirea procentului de 1% avansat la Conferinta de la Spa®.

Romaénia nu era prima si nici singura tara care s-a confruntat, la inceputul anului
1925, cu dificila si sensibila problema a datoriilor de razboi fatd de SUA. Belgia,
Franta, Italia, dar si alte state europene, s-au aflat in aceeasi situatie, in vara §i in
toamna anului 1925%. Dar ea, adici Romania, nu ficea parte din categoria statelor
importante ale Europei si nici dintre cele fatd de care SUA nutrea sentimente de
intelegere si de recunostintd chiar, asa cum erau Polonia si statele nordice, printre
altele. Totusi, Romania suscita un interes aparte pentru Washington, DC, justificat de
bogatiile ei petroliere, in primul rand. Tratamentul rezervat acestei tari dupa
incheierea razboiului lasa a se intelege cd America intentiona a se comporta intr-0
maniera speciald, in cazul ei. Dar, In momentul in care a observat ca planurile
Bucurestilor nu consunau cu interesele sale, diplomatia americand a renuntat la o
afabilitate afisata ca o certitudine, la un moment dat. Totusi, un asemenea subiect a
fost si a ramas unul actual, intrucét aria sa problematica avea in vedere o serie de
realitati politice si economice interesante, dar si personalitdti de mare suprafata,
apartindnd unor tari situate pe meridiane diferite, cu interese economice §i
diplomatice proprii, privite si tratate ca apartinand unui interval deosebit de complex
si delicat.

Pentru prima data in istoria umanitatii, intre unele {ari situate pe meridiane atat de
indepartate au aparut subiecte din sfere politice, diplomatice §i economice de interes
comun - ca urmare a Marelui Razboi -, apropiindu-le si obligdndu-le apoi a se aseza
la aceeasi masd a unor tratative obligatorii pentru viitorul diplomatiei mondiale.
Doua tari indepartate, de dimensiuni diferite - Romania si SUA -, care au luptat intr-
un razboi incomparabil pe aceeasi baricada, fara a fi existat intre ele o Intelegere
oficiala in acest sens, au ajuns a avea probleme comune sau dintr-0 arie de interese
complinitorii, acceptand a le discuta la aceeasi masa a tratativelor diplomatice. Asa
se explica faptul ca unele personalitati ilustre ale timpului, provenite din cele doua
tari indepartate, s-au Tntalnit la un moment dat in capitala Americii, pentru a discuta
si clarifica subiecte circumscrise unor sfere financiare si politico-diplomatice
bilaterale, care interesau ambele state.

19 |on Stanciu, op. cit., p. 57.

20 |hidem, p. 58; Hamilton Fish Armstrong, Rumanian Politics Today. A Review of Internal Conditions
and Politics With a Glance at Foreign Policies, in "The New York Times", 4 mai 1925, p. 18.

2L C.1. Turcu, 1. Voicu, op. cit., p. 211.

22 Cf. "The New York Times", 16 august 1925, p. 1; 29 august 1925, p. 1; 1 septembrie 1925, p. 6; 18
septembrie 1925, p. 36; 10 noiembrie 1925, p. 40.
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Incheierea primei conflagratii mondiale, in toamna anului 1918, si conferinta de
pace din anul urmator au marcat inceputul unui nou stadiu al Tnaintarii generale a
umanitatii. Suferintele suportate de o mare parte a globului, intre 1914 si 1918,
provocate de multiplele pierderi materiale si mai ales de impresionantele drame
umane, au influentat evolutia lumii moderne.

Intrebarile adresate factorilor de decizie ai unui context de o gravitate
incomparabild continuau a fi, in multe cazuri, dintre cele cu care se confruntase si
mai nainte lumea civilizatd. Responsabilitatile erau pe masura unor asteptari afisate
cu febrilitate pe cele mai multe dintre meridianele globului, de o diversitate
nemaiintalnita si mai ales de o responsabilitate deconcertantd pentru un orizont
deschis noului. Pacea fusese incheiatd, insd multe intrebari, ramase in suspensie,
continuau a intretine o stare de febrilitate transformata, cu timpul, intr-0 anxietate ce
reclama punerea neintarziatd in practica a unor masuri concrete, neavute in vedere
imediat dupd incheierea rdzboiului. Una dintre intrebérile repetate ca un refren
nelinistitor pentru Romania privea solutionarea chestiunii datoriilor angajate de ea in
SUA, Tn anii Primului Razboi Mondial.

Nu numai aceastd tard se confrunta, bineinteles, cu o asemenea grava
problemad, intrucat multe alte state europene recurseserd la imprumuturi pe diverse
piete financiare de dincolo de Ocean. Din cauza dificultatilor grave pe care a trebuit
sd le depaseasca in anii razboiului §i imediat dupa aceea, Roméania nu a avut
posibilitatea de a-si achita datoriile fata de Washington DC, beneficiind de
intelegerea creditorilor transatlantici. Intr-o situatie asemanitoare se aflau,
bineinteles, si alte state europene. Solutionarea chestiunii datoriilor de razboi fata de
America devenise o preocupare stringentd a unei importante parti a spatiului
european.

America, la randul ei, ingrijoratd de tergiversarea abordarii acestei probleme
delicate, a decis la 9 februarie 1922 constituirea unei Comisii a Datoriilor Externe din
Rézboiul Mondial, propunand ca in urmatorii trei ani sd finalizeze consolidarea
tuturor creditelor imprumutate statelor debitoare, deci si Roméniei®. La 10 iulie
1924, Peter A. Jay, ministrul american Tn Romania, Ti scria lui 1.G. Duca,
informandu-1 ca guvernul tarii sale i-a cerut si se intoarca la Washington, intrucét
urma a fi consultat de cétre Departamentul de Stat asupra modalitatii in care guvernul
din Bucuresti trata interesele SUA. Explicandu-si chemarea, Jay preciza ca o
asemenea decizie era de fapt asteptatd de mult, ca urmare a votarii legii minelor de
catre Parlamentul Romaéniei, lege care a devenit "obiectul unor preocupdri serioase
din partea guvernului meu, dat fiind ca in aplicarea sa aceasta lege ar putea aduce
prejudicii intereselor americane. In plus, adduga el, aceasti lege nu este decdt cea
mai recentd din suita de masuri adoptate de guvernul romdn de-a lungul ultimilor
doi ani, care n-au incetat sa ne dea impresia ca guvernul romdn nu este dispus sd
acorde intereselor americane tratamentul la care cei interesati s-ar putea astepta, pe
buna dreptate, din partea autoritatilor romdne”. Fara a Incerca sa atenueze macar in
aparentd tonul de preeminentd intentionala al unor asemenea reprehensiuni,
diplomatul american enumera unele "masuri” care deranjau Departamentul de Stat:

% George G. Potra, op. cit., p. 157.
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GHEORGHE I. FLORESCU, NICOLAE TITULESCU SI PROBLEMA DATORIILOR 233

"legea asupra datoriilor in devize; faptul ca guvernul romdn nu da satisfactie
justelor reclamatii ale creditorilor americani, precum Societatea Baldwin;
programul de consolidare a bonurilor de tezaur romdnesti; atitudinea Iluata de
comisia trimisa in Statele Unite pentru a discuta reglementarea ulterioara a datoriei
guvernului roman fata de guvernul american. Guvernul meu, conchidea fostul
ministru american, apreciazd cd toate aceste fapte nu constituie in niciun fel marturii
din partea guvernului roman ale dorintei de a ameliora relaiile cu Statele Unite"*.

Tonul acuzator al oficialului american, care nu se mai arata dispus a menaja
rezervele romanilor, ldsa a se intelege ca sosise momentul unor elucidari care nu mai
suportau eventuale amanari. Cercurile politice romanesti au inteles severitatea unui
asemenea mesaj, adica a unui avertisment rechizitorial, prin care se incerca eludarea
exprimadrii directe a unui repros care nu mai putea fi evitat. Constientd de gravitatea
acestei atentionari, diplomatia bucuresteand a incercat a se pregati in vederea
momentului cAnd confruntarea directd va deveni o realitate. In memoriul adresat de
Bucuresti, la 28 iulie 1924, Conferintei interaliate de la Londra, erau justificate
cererile Romaniei, precizéndu-se ci ea "este interesatd in cea mai mare masurd in
problema reparatiilor”. Chiar daca nu a acceptat "procentajul redus care i s-a oferit
la Spa", "preocuparea cea mai mare a Romdniei, in interesul sau si al aliatilor,
consta in a veghea cu mare grija la executarea obligatiei la reparatii, demonstrand
cd o corectare echitabild a drepturilor sale fata de obligatiile care ii sunt impuse de
tratate sau pe care i le-a provocat rdzboiul reprezintd pentru ea o problemad
vitald"®. Dincolo de consideratiile de ordin general, Nicolae Titulescu preciza ci "e
necesar sd ardtam cda (Sic') cea mai mare parte a datoriei noastre fatd de Statele
Unite provine din reaprovizionarea tarii, pradatd complet in timpul ocupatiei
inamice ... Roménia - atragea el atentia - N-a refuzat sa recunoascd aceste datorii, a
caror suma a fost stabilitd, in mod contradictoriu si aproape in intregime cu Marea
Britanie, Franta si Statele Unite. La fel se va proceda si cu Italia. Guvernul romdn a
declarat ca reglementarea acestor datorii va fi facuta in conditii care vor fi stabilite
prin acordul dintre el §i celelalte state creditoare si debitoare ",

Elucidarea chestiunii a fost aménatd, in cele din urma, pand la Conferinta
minigtrilor de Finante, programata a-si desfasura lucrarile la Paris, in ianuarie 1925.
Nicolae Titulescu si Vintila Bratianu au prezentat cu acea ocazie, la 14 ianuarie
1925, un memorandum aseménator, reludnd chestiunea drepturilor Romaniei in
problema reparatiilor de razboi. S-a propus atunci "revizuirea in favoarea Romaniei
a procentului de la Spa, dat fiind cd acesta nu era in raport cu drepturile sale"” .
Apoi, nu mult timp dupd acea incercare, adicad la inceputul lunii martie 1925,
Titulescu a redactat un "Memoriu asupra aranjamentului referitor la Relief Bonds,
seria C. I. C. R. F., si datoriile Romdniei catre America”, sperand "sa obtind in
viitoare negocieri un aranjament chiar foarte favorabil Romaniei’™®. Cu toate

2% bidem, p. 158.

25 Nicolae Titulescu, Discursuri, pp. 244 - 245; Les revendications de la Roumanie, London, 1924.
% Nicolae Titulescu, op. cit., p. 249.

27 Ibidem, pp. 259 - 260; Acad. V. Malinschi, op. cit., pp. 121 - 122.

%8 Gheorghe Buzatu, N. Titulescu, Pagini de **Jurnal®, p. 401. lon Stanciu, op. cit., pp. 58 - 59.

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro



234 AMS, X1V - XV, 2015 - 2016, SECTIUNEA A 111-A: VARIA HISTORICA

acestea, la 20 martie 1925, Frank B. Kellog, secretar de stat al SUA, transmitea
guvernului roman o notd prin care 1i cerea consolidarea datoriei catre SUA,
imputandu-i faptul cd nu trata tara sa ca egald cu celelalte state, in chestiunea
achitarii datoriilor de razboi. Zece zile mai tarziu, guvernul roman raspundea notei
respective, invocand "lipsa mijloacelor de plata”. La sfargitul lunii martie 1925,
Kellog informa guvernul de la Bucuresti ca executivul american nu va mai acorda
imprumuturi Romaniei®.

Campania de presd declansatd la 14 aprilie 1925 isi propusese si exercite o
presiune vehementd asupra autoritatilor politice romanesti, plecind de la problema
datoriilor de razboi. Punctul de vedere oficial a fost facut public de Peter A. Jay, intr-
o alocutiune formala in care 1i reprosa Romaniei initierea unor negocieri in aceasta
chestiune, fara a fine cont de cuantumul imprumuturilor si de momentul
aranjamentului facut in acest sens. Mai mult decat atat, el a avut grija sa avanseze si
unele consideratii referitoare la viitoarea implicare a SUA in problema reconstructiei
Romaniei dupa razboi, mentionand noua lege a minelor, care nemultumea asteptarile
tarii sale®. La 23 aprilie 1925, Nicolae Titulescu, aflat la Londra, informa Ministerul
Afacerilor Straine, dar si pe Vintild Bratianu, ministrul de Finante, ca se pregatea "0
ofensivi apropiatd a petrolistilor americani contra Romdniei". In aceeasi zi, "The
New York Times" isi informa cititorii ca Presedintele Calvin Coolidge 1-a desemnat
ca succesor al lui Peter A. Jay, devenit ambasador in Argentina, pe William Smith
Culbertson, fost Vicepresedinte al Comisiei Tarifului. Anuntul respectiv preciza ca
Departamentul de Stat a decis o asemenea schimbare intrucét considera postul de la
Bucuresti ca fiind unul "de importanta deosebita” si de aceea au fost avute in vedere
numele mai multor persoane "capabile a apdra drepturile americane intr-0
asemenea «situatie delicata»"?. inainte de a parisi America, Jay a adresat
guvernului roman o notd in care, depasindu-si atributiile, atragea atentia autoritatilor
bucurestene asupra faptului ca ignorau imprumutul de 42.000.000 de dolari
contractat In SUA®,

Insistenta cu care trata diplomatia transatlantica subiectul datoriilor de razboi ale
Roméniei fatd de Washington, DC, ldsa a se intelege ca dincolo de problema in sine,
se aveau 1n vedere si alte interese. Oficialii romani erau constienti de gravitatea
noului context diplomatic si au actionat In consecinta. La 22 iulie 1925, titularul
diplomatiei romanesti a notificat autoritatile Lumii Noi ca Bucurestii vor trimite o
misiune speciald in America, pentru a reglementa chestiunea datoriei de razboi a
Romaniei citre SUA%. William S. Culbertson, la randul sdu, a informat la 12 august
1925 guvernul roman ca tara sa astepta solutionarea chestiunii datoriilor de razboi ale

% Mircea Riceanu, Cronologie comentati a relagiilor romano-americane. De la inceputul cunoasterii
reciproce pand la prabugirea regimului comunist in Romdnia, 1989, Bucuresti, edit. Silex, 2000, p. 97.
% »The New York Times", 15 aprilie 1925, p. 6; 16 Aprilie 1925, p. 31; 18 aprilie 1925, p. 13.

31 Cf. Gheorghe Buzatu, op. cit., p. 405.

%2 "The New York Times", 23 aprilie 1925, p. 14 si 29 aprilie 1925, p. 25. Vezi J. Richard Snyder,
William S. Culbertson: In Search of a Randezvous, Washington, DC, University Press of America, pp.
78 - 87.

3 "The New York Times", 25 aprilie 1925, p. 4.

* Idem, 22 iulie 1925, p. 5.
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Bucurestilor, avertizindu-1 ci momentul discutiilor preliminare era depasit®. Patru
zile mai tarziu, "The New York Times" anunta ca deja conferinta la care urmau a
participa Presedintele Calvin Coolidge, Andrew Mellon, Secretarul Tezaurului de
Stat, si Reed Smoot, ca reprezentant al American Debt Commission, fusese
insarcinatd sa fixeze principiile In virtutea carora guvernul american va decide,
impreuni cu statele interesate, solutionarea chestiunii datoriilor de razboi. in partea a
doua a acestui text, care era o corespondentd din Bucuresti, se mentiona ca Printul
Anton Bibescu, ministrul roman n Statele Unite, a sosit n capitala Romaniei, venind
din Washington, DC, pentru a discuta solutionarea chestiunii datoriilor de razboi ale
tarii sale catre America®. Nicolae Titulescu, la randul sau, ii scria din Saint Moritz,
la 19 august 1925, lui Vintila Britianu, referindu-se la acelasi subiect’”. Tn cea de-a
doua jumatate a lunii august 1925, "The New York Times" a rezervat texte speciale
dedicate chestiunii datoriilor de razboi catre SUA, ale Belgiei, Italiei, Frantei si
Romaniei®.

In urma campaniei declansate de citre Washington, DC, "The New York Times"
isi informa cititorii, in prima zi a lunii septembrie 1925, cd Romania Announces
Plans. Cunoscutul organ de presa constata ca dupa campania desfasurata in ultimul
timp, "Guvernul romdn a notificat oficial Legatia americand cd, Comisia Datoriilor
de Razboi se va deplasa in Statele Unite, la o datda apropiata, probabil la inceputul
lui octombrie, pentru a cauta o solutionare”. Comisia respectivda urma a fi
desemnatd, asa cum preciza acelasi cotidian, dupd ce Vintila Bratianu se va intoarce
la Bucuresti, in jur de 5 septembrie 1925. "Este posibil, se mentiona in continuare, ca
reprezentantii romdni la Conferinta Uniunii Interparlamentare de la Washington, sa
fie autorizati a solutiona un acord al datoriei, intrucdt sunt §i experti financiari
printre delegati. Este de infeles ca DI. Brdtianu a intentionat la inceput sa conduca
acea comisie, dar a fost disuadat de Printul Anton Bibescu, ministrul romdn in
Statele Unite"*. La 2 septembrie 1925, cotidianul newyorkez isi informa cititorii ca
Nicolae Titulescu a fost desemnat sa conduca delegatia care va incerca s solutioneze
problema datoriei de razboi a tarii sale fata de SUA, urmand a se deplasa in acest
sens in capitala americand®’. Zece zile mai tarziu, Bucurestii anuntau oficialitatile
transoceanice ca specialistii care vor face parte din Comisia Datoriilor de Razboi vor
sosi Th America la sfarsitul lunii octombrie 1925, "cu depline puteri pentru a negocia
o reglementare a datoriei de razboi a Romaniei catre Statele Unite". Aceasta decizie
era consideratd a reprezenta rezultatul negocierilor purtate intre reprezentantii SUA si
cei ai Romaniei, precizdndu-se ca Bucurestii au avut in vedere unele note precise ale
Washingtonului, care a cerut trimiterea unei comisii cu dreptul de a solutiona
chestiunea avuti in vedere™.

% |dem, 12 august 1925, p. 32.

% |dem, 16 august 1925, pp. 1 - 2.

37 Cf. Gheorghe Buzatu, op. cit., p. 410.

% \ezi "The New York Times", 16 august 1925, 29 august 1925 si 19 octombrie 1925.
3 Rumania Announces Plans”, in "The New York Times", 1 septembrie 1925, p. 6.
0 «“Rumania Send Titulesco”, In "The New York Times", 2 septembrie 1925, p. 4.
#1"The New York Times", 11 septembrie 1925, p. 6.

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro



236 AMS, X1V - XV, 2015 - 2016, SECTIUNEA A 111-A: VARIA HISTORICA

La 11 septembrie 1925, Nicolae Titulescu, aflat la Geneva, la invitatia lui
Hudson, s-a intalnit cu un grup de ziaristi americani, ocazie cu care a rostit un discurs
important pentru acel context international, stiind cd va merge in tara lor. Dupa o
succinta introducere, diplomatul roman 1i informa pe cei prezenti asupra faptului ca
"nu veti sti niciodata mdsura in care asa-numitele natiuni mici isi dau seama cdt de
mult datoreaza Statelor Unite, din punctual de vedere al unitatii lor nationale, a
caror unitate le este ncesard, inainte ca orice grup de oameni sda poatd da
colectivitatii de popoare contributia sa specifica de cultura si civilizatie.

Sa stiti, domnilor, ca (Sic!) cele 18 milioane de romdni, chemati in sfirsit de noile
tratate sa ducad o viata libera intre frontierele lor naturale, sunt tofi constienti cdt de
mult datoreaza Americii, atdt pentru marile i dezinteresatele sacrificii facute de ea
in timpul Razboiului, cdt §i pentru proclamarea principiilor autodeterminarii, pe
care doar ea le poate justifica din punct de vedere moral in timpul acelei crime fara
egal pe care o numim Rézboi"”. Continuandu-si consideratiile pe tema razboiului si
a pacii, diplomatul roman recunostea, fara rezerve: "faptul ca America a intervenit
pentru a rezolva chestiunea Reparatiilor, care timp de ani de zile agitase Europa,
faptul ca America a declarat de nenumdrate ori ca interesul ei este doar al unei
Europe care a gasit ea insagi formula unei pdci interne, necesitatea de a gasi sisteme
de a rezolva ih mod amiabil toate conflictele intre popoare, toate acestea, domnilor,
sunt salutate Th modu/ cel mai larg si mai generos de cdatre poporul romdn".

Continudnd a-si afirma consideratiile de ordin general, pe acelasi ton de
sinceritate impresionanta, Titulescu sublinia ca "atunci cand vine la noi de dincolo de
Ocean, exprimata cu putere, dar si cu amabilitate, rememorarea principiului ca un
angajament international trebuie sa fie respectat, [...] ne simtim Intariti in fata
dezordinii §i departe de a va considera doar simpli creditori financiari, simgim
nevoia de a vd spune cd suntefi fratii nostri in aceeasi conceptie”. Insusindu-si deja
ipostaza cu care fusese investit nu demult, Titulescu recunostea ca in virtutea acestei
prepotente "va trebui sa spun in curdnd la Washington, oficial, in numele guvernului
roman, ceea ce V-am spus dumneavoastrd prieteneste™. Recunoscand o stare de fapt
nefireascd, Intretinutd de realitatile unui timp aflat intr-o permanentd schimbare, el
reamintea c¢a "Romdnia, al carei teritoriu a fost devastat de inamic si ocupat de
trupele lui, timp de sapte ani, a ficut fatd singurd nevoilor urgente de consolidare
financiard [...]. In timpul acestor sapte ani, Romdnia nu a putut lua in considerare
plata datoriilor de razboi catre Aliatii ei; astazi, cu consolidarea internd continuatd,
Romdnia simte ca sarcina ei morald o obligd sa se adreseze statelor ei creditoare §i
sd le spund: «NU ne-am uitat obligatiile, sa le lichiddm cdt se poate de bine in
interes comun».

Romdnia nu putea intreprinde astfel de negocieri pdna cdnd situatia ei nu-i
permitea sa vorbeasca cu tofi creditorii. Datoria noastra fata de America este mult
mai mica decat alte datorii de razboi ale noastre. Pentru acest motiv, guvernul
romdn nu a putut sa lichideze datoria noastra cdtre voi. Tratamentul pari passu ne-
ar fi facut pe loc datori pentru sume pe care nu le puteam plati.

2 George G. Potra, N. Titulescu in SUA si Canada, pp. 152 - 153.
“3 Ibidem, pp. 153 - 154.
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Dar astazi, cred ca putem vorbi despre acest subiect. Cred cd voi putea sa spun
pe scurt in numele guvernului meu: «Suntem cu tofi datori Americii pentru toti
dolarii pe care ni i-a dat; intentionam sd platim tot ceea ce datoram»"*

Profitdnd de ocazia oferitd de acel context favorabil, Titulescu, unul dintre cei mai
indreptatiti oficiali romani a se pronunta asupra datoriilor de razboi ale tarii sale, si-a
facut astfel publice intentiile cu care isi propunea sa trateze chestiunea in discutie,
dupa ce, la 23 aprilie 1925, adresdndu-se Ministerului Afacerilor Externe - dar
avandu-1 in vedere, bineinteles, si pe Vintild Bratianu -, il informa ca un cunoscut de-
al sdu - britanic - s-a intdlnit cu un subsecretar al Finantelor SUA, care i-a confirmat
faptul ca se pregatea "o ofensivd apropiatd a petrolistilor americani contra
Romaniei"*.

Patru zile dupa marturisirile avansate de Titulescu la Geneva, "The New York
Times" isi avertiza cititorii cd dupa unele informatii recente Anton Bibescu, aflat in
Romania la acea data, "ar fi transferat la o misiune diplomatica la Roma". Cel in
cauza a respins o asemenea perspectiva, pretinzand ca se va intoarce la acelasi post,
intrucat, la Bucuresti, nu a fost discutat transferul sau*®. La 17 septembrie 1925,
cotidianul newyorkez isi informa cititorii cd in ziua precedentd Vintila Bratianu a
convocat la Bucuresti o conferintd a oficialilor Ministerului de Finante, pentru a se
discuta viitoarea vizitd in SUA a Comisiei Datoriei de Razboi, condusd de Nicolae
Titulescu. Delegatia respectiva urma a parasi Bucurestii la 10 octombrie 1925, fara a
i se preciza componenta, ce urma a fi facutd publica in zilele urmatoare*’. O zi mai
tarziu, adica la 18 septembrie 1925, Titulescu 1ii scria, din Geneva, lui Nicolae
Ciotori, ca accepta propunerea, dar numai "dupa reglementarea datoriilor Romdniei
catre Anglia, «care trebuie facutd prealabil, asa cum cer interesele tarii §i cinstea
ei»"*. La aceeasi datd, "Samuel R. Bertron, bancher din New York, insofit de ofiteri
ai The American - European Utilities Corporation si reprezentanti ai
manufacturilor americane de echipament de cale feratd, a sosit in Bucuresti”.
Informandu-si cititorii, presa locald a anuntat ca se avea in vedere un imprumut de
100.000.000 de dolari, care urma a fi discutat cu reprezentantii Ministerului de
Finante din Roméania®.

La 21 septembrie 1925, "The New York Times" anunta ca in ziua precedenta a fost
definitivatd Rumania's debt commission, condusd de Nicolae Titulescu, care urma a
sosi la Washington, DC, in ziua de 10 octombrie. Componenta ei era urmatoarea:
Eftimie Antonescu, acela care a indeplinit o misiune similard in noiembrie 1922,
Emil Giuan, Victor Badulescu si Savel Radulescu. Comisia urma a pleca spre
Washington, DC, la 10 octombrie 1925%. in aceeasi zi, Nicolae Titulescu fi scria lui

* |bidem, p. 154; Cf. J. Richard Snyder, op. cit., pp. 79 - 87.

“ Cf. Gheorghe Buzatu, op. cit., p. 405.

6 "The New York Times", 15 septembrie 1925, p. 6.

4 «“Rumanians Coming Oct<ober> 10", n "The New York Times", 17 september 1925, p. 6.

“8 Gheorghe Buzatu, op. cit., p. 410.

49 «“Rumania Loan Rumored”, in "The New York Times", 18 septembrie 1925, p. 36. Vezi si ,,Rumania
Drops Loan Plan”, n "The New York Times", 1 octombrie 1925, p. 40.

0 Rumania Debt Envoys Named”, in "The New York Times", 21 septembrie 1925, p. 19. Tn unele
cazuri, au fost consultati Dimitrie Diméancescu si Serban Drutzu (Cf. George G. Potra, op. cit., p. 164).
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Vintila Bratianu ca "a cumparat bilete de drum, pentru el §i incd sase personae,
pentru caldtoria catre SUA™,

Dincolo de explicabila precipitare informationald de moment, calitatea cu care
fusese insarcinat ministrul roméan la Londra nu era una care sa-i fi oferit, numaidecét,
o satisfactie asteptatd si poate chiar justificata. Implicarea sa in solutionarea dosarului
datoriilor de razboi ale Roméniei catre Anglia si reactiile afisate de Mihail
Manoilescu, indeosebi, fatd de o asemenea problema 1-au afectat destul de serios®2.
Dar, mai mult decét atét, I-a revoltat faptul ca vizita la Washington si tratativele care
urmau a avea loc in vederea solutiondrii problemei datoriilor de razboi ale tarii sale
catre America nu fuseserd pregatite asa cum ar fi fost firesc sa se intample. Dupa
vizita protocolard pe care i-a facut-0 Anton Bibescu, Titulescu nota, la 28 septembrie
1925, ca "i-am atras serios atentia asupra raspunderii ce are cd nu e nici o pregdtire
in America si cd Nanu face rapoarte in care polemizeazd cu mine">. O zi mai tarziu,
i se adresa lui 1.G. Duca, informandu-1 ca tratativele cu Anglia evoluau destul de
anevoios, apasat fiind si de gandul ci la 10 octombrie 1925 va trebui sa plece catre
America. Speranta sa era aceea cd va reusi sd incheie tratativele aflate in curs de
clarificare cu Londra, intrucét, remarca el, pretentiile americane vor fi mai
"drastice"*".

Solutionarea chestiunii datoriilor de razboi catre tarile care creditasera Romania in
anii 1916 - 1918 nu era o operatiune simpla, realizabild oricand si fara eforturi. Un
asemenea aranjament financiar reclama, Tnainte de toate, stabilirea unui acord
indiscutabil asupra sumei imprumutate, intre fara care acordase imprumutul si cea
care 1l solicitase. Apoi, urma fixarea modalitatii si a calendarului restituirii, cu
precizarea sumelor si a datelor punerii in practica. In plus, trebuiau definitivate unele
documente de ordin financiar, economic si diplomatic. La fel de importanta, dar mai
problematica, chiar, era fixarea detaliilor privitoare la dobanda pe care trebuia sé o
suporte statul debitor si calendarul rambursarilor. Toate aceste precizari si inca multe
altele aveau in vedere sume importante de bani, a caror restituire incumba serioase
calcule si eforturi financiare din partea statului debitor.

Discutand acest subiect, nu trebuie sd uitdm cad Roménia a fost una dintre tarile
care au participat efectiv la razboi, cid pe teritoriul ei s-au desfasurat ample actiuni
militare si cd ea a fost ocupata un timp indelungat de catre alte state beligerante, fiind
obligata sa suporte consecintele unor circumstante agravante si, adeseori, umilitoare.
Cu toatd aceasta stare de fapt conjuncturala, datoriile facute de Romaénia in timpul
razboiului trebuiau, numaidecat si indiscutabil restituite, indiferent de contextul
financiar al momentului, de conditiile rambursarii si de posibilele complicatiile, care
puteau surveni oricand.

Asa cum se asteptau, neindoielnic, oficialitatile romane implicate in aceasta
chestiune, SUA, care acordaserda imprumuturile avute Tnh vedere, au recurs la un

*! Gheorghe Buzatu, op. cit., p. 410. Unele "povesti” lansate de Viena au incercat a compromite
perfectarea imprumutului avut in vedere ("The New York Times", 7 octombrie 1925, p. 44).

%2 George G. Potra, op. cit., p. 160.

58 |bidem.

% Cf. Gheorghe Buzatu, op. cit., p. 412.
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moment dat la presiuni asupra guvernului de la Bucuresti, pentru a-l determina sa se
aseze la masa tratativelor, in vederea elucidarii chestiunilor inscrise intr-o conventie
a carei solutionare nu mai suporta amanari.

Subiectul pe care il avem in vedere nu trebuie considerat a fi, numaidecat, un
diferend diplomatic, intervenit la un moment dat intre cele doua state, Intrucat ele
semnasera un aranjament oficial, care trebuia solutionat in virtutea unui acord
bilateral prealabil. Roménia nu refuzase discutarea unui “caz", ce ameninta a se
transforma Tntr-un litigiu, cu atat mai mult cu cét in el erau implicate SUA. Dar, la
inceputul toamnei anului 1925, in lipsa unui aranjament clar si actualizat in
chestiunea Tmprumutului de razboi obtinut de Romania in America, s-a ajuns la o
stare de incordare dezagreabila, care ameninta a se transforma intr-un posibil conflict
diplomatic. Tn primele zile ale lunii octombrie 1925, "The New York Times" scria ci
Vintila Bratianu a interupt negocierile care aveau n vedere rambursarea datoriilor de
razboi ale Romaniei cidtre SUA. Confruntate cu o asemenea conjuncturad
surprinzatoare, oficialitatile transatlantice asteptau ca Romaéania sa trimitd la
Washington o comisie insarcinatd a solutiona aceasta problema. Anxietatile aparute
la un moment dat s-au dovedit a nu fi niste supozitii fortuite sau inventate.

Nu cu mult timp Tnainte, Romania negociase cu americanii un imprumut de
100.000.000 de dolari, necesari pentru refacerea si normalizarea cailor ferate™. Tn a
doua zi a lunii octombrie 1925, Nicolae Titulescu il informa pe 1.G. Duca despre
faptul ca nu va putea pleca in SUA. la 10 octombrie 1925, deoarece negocierile
avansau cu dificultate. Peste doua zile, 1nsa, 1i scria lui Vintild Bratianu ca plecarea
catre America a fost fixatd pentru data de 31 octombrie 1925. Cinci zile mai tarziu,
se adresa aceluiasi oficial roman, informandu-1 ca "in SUA va merge numai pentru a
semna" niste acte, addugand ca acordurile cu Anglia si America erau necesare pentru
a nu discredita Romania. Peste alte doud zile, i scria din nou, referindu-se la
"indicatiile" avansate in problema negocierii datoriilor citre America®.

Treptat, subiectul datoriilor de rdzboi a ajuns a fi considerat unul de actualitate si
pentru presa romaneasca a timpului. "Viitorul”, cotidian al PNL, formatiune politica
aflata la conducerea tarii, a publicat la 2 octombrie 1925 un articol intitulat “Romania
fata de datoriile interaliate §i de problema reparagiunilor. Raportul prezentat
consiliului de ministri de d-1 Vintild Bratianu, ministrul finangelor”®' . Pe 1anga textul
in discutie, care a devenit imediat obiectul unor vii dezbateri ale presei zilnice,
"Viitorul" aducea la cunostinta romanilor "un memoriu asupra problemei
reparatiunilor si a datoriilor interaliate, precum §i toate documentele privitoare la
aceste doud chestiuni”, care urmau a fi ficute publice. Inca de la inceputul raportului
prezentat Consiliului de Ministri de catre Vintila Bratianu, se preciza ca "Dupa
razboiul general insa si indeosebi pentru Statele cari au participat mai intens la
sustinerea ostilitatilor, consolidarea lor financiara poate fi puternic inrduritd de
modul cum vor fi aplicate tratatele pentru a accelera sau intdarzia refacerea tarii, cat
si felul cum va fi rezolvata chestia datoriilor facute intre statele aliate in timpul si

55 «Rumania Drops Loan Plan”,n "The New York Times", 1 octombrie 1925, p. 40.
% Gheorghe Buzatu, op. cit., pp. 412 - 413.
57 "viitorul", 2 octombrie 1925, p. 3.
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din cauza razboiului. Consolidarea financiard - se atragea atentia in continuare - va
fi influentata deci de factori, cari din nenorocire, de randul acesta, nu mai depind
exclusiv de noi si de mijloacele noastre.

Indiferent daca aceste doud chestiuni vor fi sau nu imbinate in rezolvirea lor de
statele creditoare; ele pentru noi sunt strans legate intre ele, si nu putem cerceta
efectele lor asupra consolidarii financiare decdt impreund.

Este cu atdat mai indispensabil sa facem aceasta privire cu caracter general in
acest moment, nu numai fiindca am pdsit prin ultima lege monetara, la o etapa de
capetenie a consolidarii financiare interne, dar fiindca pe deoparte se tinde de cdtiva
ani incoace, prin aplicarea tratatelor si prin politica reparatiilor, sd ni se creeze o
situatie primejdioasa care ar compromite cu totul jertfele si sfortarile facute pana
azi, - a se vedea protestul delegatilor romdni la Spa, Anexa 48, memoriile reamintite
mai sus din lunie 1923, de la conferinta dela Londra din 1924, de la conferinta dela
Paris din Decembrie 1924, (Anexele 51, 55, 60), precum si memoriul facut pentru
Liga Natiunilor din Decembrie 1924, iar pe de alta parte fiindca chestiunea
datoriilor interaliate este azi direct pusa in discutie de cei doi principali creditori,
Statele Unite ale Americii i Anglia.

Compardnd situatia creatd prin tratate, cu aceea de fapt stabilita prin aplicarea
lor, vom putea lamuri mai bine, pe deoparte, drepturile si obligatiile noastre, pe de
alta putinta de a le indeplini si, deci, fixa atitudinea Statului romdn in aceastd grava
$i, as zice, decisiva chestiune a consolidarii financiare".

Asa cum lesne se poate Intelege, oficialitatile romane implicate in solutionarea
chestiunii reparatiilor de razboi erau constiente de implicatiile ei interne si externe,
tratdnd-o cu multa atentie. In continuarea comentariilor provocate de raportul in
discutie se ardta ca "de acord cu ministrul afacerilor straine am gasit ca este nevoe
de a pune la punct starea acestor chestiuni, atat prin publicarea actelor prin cari
trebuia sa se intemeieze drepturilor si obligatiilor nostre, cat si prin cercetarea
concluziilor ce putem trage din toate aceste acte §i aceea a limitei in care am avea
putinfa de a le indeplini!”. Continudndu-se comentariile suscitate de un subiect atat
de complicat si delicat, se recunostea ca Romania, o tard care a semnat tratatele, s-a
trezit confruntatd, dupa ratificarea lor, cu incédlcarea principiului de egalitate si
echitate, afirmat la Tnceput. Avansandu-se aceasta observatie, se atridgea atentia ca
"nu putem admite nepotrivirile ce s-au facut prin uitarea egalitatii de tratament atdt
de necesara pentru acei cari s-au jertfit in cursul razboiului.

Doua acte infaptuiesc pentru noi intrarea pe aceastd cale primejdioasd.: unul,
acordul dela Spa, care insemneaza rezolvirea reparatiilor in afara de noi, adica
putinta de a arunca in sarcina noastra si in folosul altor aliafi usurdrile succesive
facute pentru fostii vrdjmagi, si altul, tendinta continuda de a se cere executarea
anticipata a obligatiilor noastre fara reducerea sau stabilirea chiar a drepturilor cu
cari aceste obligatii trebuiau, in spiritul tratatelor, compesate sau acoperite”.

Discutandu-se, in continuare, "situatia nedreaptd creatd Romdniei prin aplicarea
tratatelor", se preciza ca "protestul ministrului de finange din 1921, d. Titulescu,
impreund cu recunoasterea facuta chiar de presedintele comisiei de reparatii fixeaza
punctul de plecare pentru atitudinea Romaniei Tn aceasta noud faza in care intra
aplicarea tratatelor"”. Prin abordarea "cazului" din aceasta perspectiva se constata ca
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"demersurile si memoriile guvernului romdn catre guvernele marilor state aliate §i
catre comisia de reparatii (lunie 1923), precum §i cele facute pe langa conferinta de
la Londra in August 1924 si conferinta ministrilor de finante aliati la Paris, in
lanuarie 1925, n-au fiacut decdt sd precizeze la fiecare etapd situatia din ce in ce mai
nedreapta si neadmisibila creata Romdniei prin desfasurarea acestei gresite politici
in aplicarea tratatelor"®,

Dupa aceasta introducere, documentata si absolut necesara, autorul ei a trecut la
detalierea unor secvente anume, care justificau sau puneau sub semnul intrebarii
masurile adoptate pana atunci in incercarea de a solutiona "cazul" datoriilor de razboi
ale Romaniei fatd de SUA. De aceastd datd, punctul de plecare al discutiei 1-a
constituit anul 1924, cand America "a pus in fata Romdniei rezolvarea chestiunii
datoriilor interaliate"”, "care din cauza probabil a gresitelor informatiuni cauta sd ia
caracterul unui conflict diplomatic". La data avansarii acestor consideratii, remarca
autorul, "chestiunea ia un caracter mai general, marea republica americand cerdnd
tuturor statelor debitoare regularea acestei chestiuni, independent de aceea a
reparatiilor. Suntem prin urmare si noi ca §i Franta, Italia, Belgia, Ceho-Slovacia,
Jugoslavia etc., fata de o situatie de fapt, adicd a nevoii de a cerceta aceasta
chestiune in ea insasi, ramanand sa vedem desfasurarea ei ulterioard. Aceastd nevoe
este stdarnita atdt prin tratarile fiecarui stat debitor, chiar daca ele nu au ajuns inca
la o solutie practica, cat mai cu seama prin noua atitudine a Angliei, care prin nota
ei din lunie 1925 cere ca rezolvirea imprumuturilor americane sd fie facutd laolaltd
cu ale ei, neintelegand, cu drept cuvant, sa platim un creditor fara a tine seama de
drepturile celorlalfi”.

Continuandu-si discutia pe tema rezervatda Romaniei si problemei reparatiilor,
autorul analizei avute Tn vedere a abordat, asa cum era de asteptat, si Directivele de
urmat pentru a ajunge la rezolvirea chestiunei reparatiunilor, atrigand atentia
asupra faptului cd aceasta preocupare "a intrat azi intr-o faza decisiva, si, cum ati
binevoit a aproba in lulie, o comisiune va porni in America la inceputul lunei
Octombrie, pentru a trata cu guvernul Statelor - Unite plata acestor datorii. Dupd
cum gstifi - atragea el atentia -, Anglia a rezolvit in 1923 plata datoriilor sale
americane; Belgia si Polonia, cari aveau conditii speciale, au facut aranjamente
acum in urmd, iar Franta, Italia si Ceho-Slovacia au vestit si ele trimiterea unor
delegatii in acelas scop"”. "D. N. Titulescu, pe care il propuneam sa ia conducerea
comisiunii ce trimitem in America, atdt prin situatia d-sale ca ministru al tarii pe
langa guvernul britanic, cdt si prin participarea d-sale atdt ca ministru de finante,
cdt si ca delegate al tarii in diferite Conferinte Internationale, va putea cu folos
continua tratarile incepute de mine la Paris §i Geneva. [...] Din aceasta comisiune
va face parte ca vice-presedinte d-1 Eftimie lonescu, consilier la Tnalta Curte de
Casatie si Justitie, care nu numai a participat la toate lucrarile Conferinfei de la
Paris in 1919, dar si la cele ce au urmat. D-sa a condus, de altfel, ratarile din 1923
in America, cand s-a facut stabilirea valorii datoriei noastre.

%8 |hidem.
% |bidem.
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Din aceasta comisie vor face parte, pe langda Directorul Despagubirilor de
Rasboi din Ministerul de Finante, si persoane de specialitate ca sa ajute la lamurirea
punctului de vedere romanesc"®.

O zi dupa ce publicase raportul la care tocmai ne-am referit, "Viitorul" isi informa
cititorii cd in capitala Lumii Noi se afla in curs de desfasurare o conferinta care a pus
fatd in fatd America si Franta, unde se discuta incheierea unei conventii financiare
intre cele doud tari®. Apoi, in ziua urmitoare, revenea asupra aceluiasi subiect,
notand ca, tot la Washington, DC, s-a semnat "un accord provizoriu pentru plata
datoriilor Frangei”®®. "The New York Times", la randul sdu, se ardta interesat de "o
poveste” al carei subiect era "campania de presa a guvernului impotriva intereselor
petroliere americane Tn Romania"”, cu mentionarea obisnuitelor rautati ale
Budapestei, unde aparea si numele lui LG. Duca®. Acelasi cotidian publica, la 14
octombrie 1925, un text laconic intitulat “Rumania Funds One Debt”, in care isi
informa cititorii ca ziarele romanesti anuntau stabilirea unui acord cu guvernul
britanic in problema datoriilor de razboi. Anuntul mentionat se incheia cu precizarea
ca "delegatia romdnd este planificatd sa se deplaseze catre Statele Unite la 31
octombrie™®. Tot la 14 octombrie 1925, Nicolae Titulescu 1i informa, din Londra, pe
I.G. Duca si Vintild Bratianu cd "din cauza esecului delegatiei franceze la
Washington, delegatia Romaniei si-ar fi amanat plecarea in SUA", astfel incét, "s-a
intdlnit de indata cu ambasadorul American la Londra si i-a declarat ca gsi-a
cumparat biletele pentru data de 31 octombrie”. Diplomatul american I-a sfatuit sa
nu incerce a modifica plecarea®. Doui zile mai tarziu, Titulescu ii adresa lui Vintila
Bratianu o telegrama in care 1l informa ca atat timp cat nu a primit alte instructiuni,
considera ci avea "mainele libere" pentru negocieri cu SUA®®. La 26 octombrie 1925
7i telegrafia din nou, repetadndu-i ca in ziua de 31 octombrie 1925 va pleca cu
"Aquitania" citre America®’.

"The New York Times", la randul sdu, isi continua campania acuzatoare la adresa
Roméniei, atragadndu-i atentia asupra faptului ca in relatia cu America, Bucurestii nu
trebuiau sa afiseze nici un fel de pretentii. La 19 octombrie 1925, influentul cotidian
newyorkez critica formatiunea politica aflatd la guvernare, adicdi PNL, pentru
pretinsa atitudine potrivnicd intereselor americane din domeniul petrolului.
Recurgand la un ton malitios, "The New York Times" se lansa, concomitent, Tntr-o
campanie critica la adresa politicii antiminoritare romanesti, fard a avea in vedere
realititile specifice acestei tari®. Prin aldturarea celor doud "acuzafii”, cunoscutul
ziar Incerca sd exercite incd o presiune asupra autoritatilor romane. Totusi, referirile
directe la Titulescu nu erau, intotdeauna si numaidecat, malitioase. Semnaland

% 1bidem.

81 mviitorul", 3 octombrie 1925, p. 3.

62 |dem, 4 octombrie 1925, p. 3.

8 "The New York Times", 7 octombrie 1925, p. 44.

% |dem, 14 octombrie 1925, p. 12.

% Gheorghe Buzatu, op. cit., p. 415.

% |bidem, p. 415.

%7 Ibidem.

8 “Blames the Liberal Party”, ™ "The New York Times", 19 octombrie 1925, p. 9.
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GHEORGHE I. FLORESCU, NICOLAE TITULESCU SI PROBLEMA DATORIILOR 243

incercarile de solutionare a datoriei de razboi a Romaniei catre Anglia, acelasi
cotidian anunta c¢d "Misiunea Titulescu" va rezolva aceeasi problema si in cazul
relatiei Romania - Franta®.

Dominat, de un timp de perspectiva "misiunii americane”, ministrul roman la
Londra i telegrafia la 27 octombrie 1925 lui Vintild Bratianu, cu destuld ingrijorare,
informéndu-1 ca "la Trezorerie mi S-a comunicat sa ne asteptam a fi tratafi cu
oarecare asprime in America, si, bineinfele, am adaugat ca negociatiunile [la]
Washington nu vor semana cu cele avute [la] Londra. Pe de alta parte, prietenul
nostru journalist imi da aceeasi stire. El spune ca Hoover continuda a-si manifesta
ostilitatea contra Romdniei. [...] Adauga ca insesi ziarele americane la care scrie el
sunt azi ostile Romdniei si o acuza de antisemitism""°. Peste trei zile, Titulescu
expedia catre Legatia Romaéniei din Washington o telegrama, anuntandu-si
imbarcarea pentru New York City*. Concomitent, se adresa lui I.G. Duca si Vintila
Bratianu, comunicandu-le ca "de pe Aquitania, delegatia romdnd si eu personal vd
multumim pentru bunele urari si va asiguram cd, oricare ar fi dificultdtile ce am
intélni in America, vom lupta cu energia pe care ne-o da constiinta dreptei noastre
cauze"".

La 6 noiembrie 1925, delegatia romana ce urma a discuta cu oficialitatile
americane problema datoriilor de razboi ale Romaniei fatd de Lumea Noud a
debarcat in portul New York City. Vizita care incepea in acea zi urma sa reprezinte,
dincolo de rezultatele ei imediate, un moment relevabil in evolutia raporturilor
economice si financiare romano - americane. Prezenta unei delegatii oficiale a
Romaniei in America avea o semnificatie speciald pentru afirmarea identitatii acestei
tari In spatiul politic si financiar american. Faptul ca Bucurestii ajunsesera a trata
probleme diplomatice si economice de interes comun cu Washington, DC, reprezenta
un moment deosebit pentru prezentul si viitorul unei tari care devenise ea insasi la
sfarsitul Primului Razboi Mondial. Indiferent de rezultatele tratativelor care urmau a
fi purtate in capitala Lumii Noi, ipostaza pe care si-o insusise Romania, ca partener
de discutii al Americii, era una onoranta si chiar semnificativa in multe sensuri. Dupa
ce au luptat de aceeasi parte a unei baricade 1n anii 1917 - 1918, doua tari atat de
indepartate, de dimensiuni greu comparabile, deciseserd a se intalni la masa
tratativelor, fard intermediari si eventuale rezerve, nu pentru a clarifica un diferend,
ci pentru a discuta un gest de ajutor al Lumii Noi fatd de o tara aflatd candva, in
vremuri de razboi, foarte departe si in suferinta’.

Delegatia Romaniei, imputernicita a trata problema datoriilor de razboi ale tarii pe
care o reprezenta fatd de SUA, avea urmatoarea componentd: Nicolae Titulescu,
ministrul Romaniei la Londra, presedinte al comisiei; Eftimie Antonescu, consilier la

8 «“Scales Rumania's Debt”, In "The New York Times", 26 octombrie 1925, p. 34.

70 Gheorghe Buzatu, op. cit., p. 416.

" Ibidem.

" Ibidem.

™ Cf. George G. Potra, op. cit., p. 162 si urm.; Gh. Buzatu, ,,Nicolae Titulescu si Statele Unite ale
Americii”, In Vrancea. Studii si comunicari, Vol. IV, Focsani, 1981, pp. 267 - 268; Emilian Bold, De la
Versailles la Lausanne (1919 - 1932), passim; ldem, Dimensiuni economice §i financiare ale activitatii
lui Nicolae Titulescu, pp. 112 - 131.
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Inalta Curte de Casatie si Justitie, vicepresedinte al comisiei; Emil Giuan, director
general al Datoriei publice Tn Ministerul de Finante; Victor Slavescu, director al
Societatii Creditul Industrial; Victor Badulescu, subdirector la Banca de Credit;
Dimitrie N. Ciotori si Savel Radulescu, consilier financiar al Legatiei din Londra’.
Comisia americand il avea ca presedinte pe Andrew W. Mellon, secretar al
Departamentului  Trezoreriei, iar membrii erau Frank B. Kellogg, secretar al
Departamentului de Stat, Herbert C. Hoover, secretar al Departamentului
Comertului, senatorul Reed Smoot si Theodore E. Burton. Temporar sau in situatii
speciale au mai functionat in cadrul aceleiasi comisii Garrard B. Winston,
subsecretar al Departamentului Trezoreriei, secretar al comisiei; A.N. Young,
consilier economic al Departamentului de Stat, Spences Phenix, din partea
Departamentului de Stat; Floyd G. Blair, de la Departamentul Trezoreriei. Datele
intalnirilor bilaterale ale celor doud comisii, care urmau a avea loc in Treasury
Building, erau 9, 19 si 21 noiembrie, precum si 1 decembrie 19257,

In numarul siu din 7 noiembrie 1925, "The New York Times" anunta sosirea la
New York City, cu o zi inainte, a Comisiei Datoriei de Razboi a Romaniei, ocazie cu
care, Nicolae Titulescu a declarat ca "la atingerea pamdntului american, delegatia
romdnd este indemnatd sa exprime profunda sa gratitudine pentru ajutorul pregios
dat Romdniei de Statele Unite ale Americii, in timpul marelui razboi, §i pe care noi
nu-/ vom uita niciodata.

Romdnia considera ca respectarea angajamentelor internagionale este un
principiu fara de care viata civilizata este imposibila si a recunoscut intotdeauna
datoria sa fata de Statele Unite. Dorind, azi, o reglementare, echitabila pentru
ambele tari, a problemei datoriilor de razboi, solutie de care depinde evolutia
relatiilor pe care Statele Unite si Romdnia le vor avea in interesul marii opere
constructive a pdcii, delegatia romana este animatd de o sincera doringd de a ajunge
la un acord.

Odata ce datoriile de razboi sunt recunoscute, reglementarea lor ridica
chestiunea capacitatii si a modalitatilor de platd. Delegatia romdnd va stabili,
absolut deschis si loial, toti factorii pe care ii considera ca ar trebui luati in discutie.

Este dificil pentru mine sd-mi imaginez, cunoscand, asa cum cunosc eu,
sentimentele de care suntem animati si spiritual de justitie de care Statele Unite au
dat dovada in fiecare ocazie, cd o intelegere nu va fi stabilitda. As adauga ca
delegatia romdna are autoritatea deplind de a o negocia si a o semna, cu conditia,
bineinteles, de a fi ratificata de Parlament".

Dupa debarcare si indeplinirea formalitatilor de intrare in State, delegatia a fost
condusi la Hotel Pennsylvania, urméand a lua apoi trenul catre Washington, DC. Mai
inainte, insd, membrii delegatiei s-au intdlnit cu Printul Anton Bibescu, ministrul
Roméniei in America, cu Frank Higgins, reprezentantul Departamentului de Stat, si
cu Henry G. Stuart, din partea Portului New York, ca trimis al Departamentului de
Finante®.

™ George G. Potra, op. cit., pp. 163 - 164.
* Ibidem, pp. 162 - 163.
8 Rumanians Here to Fund Their Debt”, in "The New York Times", 7 noiembrie 1925, p. 4.
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In zilele care au premers inceputul discutiilor propriu-zise, Nicolae Titulescu a
avut intalniri protocolare cu Frank B. Kellog, secretar al Departamentului de Stat, si
cu Andrew W. Mellon”. Acesta din urmi a salutat delegatia Romaniei, expriméand
unele aprecieri protocolare la adresa guvernului acestei tari, pentru preocuparea
rezolvarii problemei datoriilor de razboi, a caror solutionare era numaidecat necesara.
Apoi, Nicolae Titulescu a remarcat faptul ca "Venind in contact cu Comisia Statelor
Unite pentru datoriile de razboi, prima sarcind a delegatiei romdne este aceea de a
exprima profunda noastra gratitudine pentru ajutorul primit din partea Statelor
Unite in dificilii ani pe care a trebuit sa-i traversam in timpul Marelui Razboi.

Cea de a doua sarcina a delegatiei romdne este aceea de a va spune ca am venit
aici cu ferma intentie de a ajunge la o solutionare care sa permitd Romdniei sa-si
plateasca datoria fata de guvernul Statelor Unite, in termenii asupra carora trebuie
sa cadem de acord, care vor fi luati in considerare, printre alti factori ai problemei,
[...] astfel incdt, ambele {iri sd fie reciproc mulfumite"®.

Discutiile purtate cu ocazia primei intalniri au avut un caracter protocolar,
incheindu-se destul de repede, intrucat oficialii americani purtau concomitent
tratative cu trimigii Italiei, in vederea solutionarii dosarului datoriilor de razboi ale
Romei fati de Washington, DC. Inainte de orice alte consideratii, Secretarul Mellon
a tinut sa-si exprime convingerea ca demersul celor doua delegatii se va incheia cu
un rezultat care sa le satisfacd pe amandoud. Titulescu, la randul sau, a tinut sa
multumeascad pentru "ajutorul primit din partea Statelor Unite n anii dificili prin
care am trecut in timpul marelui razboi". El a asigurat, apoi, delegatia americana ca
tara sa se va achita la timp de toate datoriile, tinandu-se cont, "printre alfi factori ai
amdndoud {arile vor fi reciproc satisfacute”. Tn Incheierea acestei intrevederi
preliminare, s-a stabilit ca urméitoarea consultare si aiba loc dupi terminarea
tratativelor aseminitoare, pe care SUA le purta cu Italia’. Atent fatd de exigentele
protocolare, seful delegatiei romane a depus in aceeasi zi o coroand de flori la
mormantul soldatului necunoscut, repetand acelasi gest in memoria presedintelui
Woodrow Wilson®.

Confruntat cu subterfugiile propriu-zise ale intalnirilor oficiale, Titulescu a ajuns
repede nemultumit, aga cum va marturisi de altfel, de nepregitirea lor, suplinita
adeseori de o fastidiozitate impusa de realitdti cutumiare si dublata intotdeauna de
nesfarsite conveniente rutiniere.

Tntrucat convorbirile de inceput au fost amanate la un moment dat, "The New York
Times" continua a-si informa cititorii asupra aceluiasi subiect, transmintdnd o
corespondentd din Bucuresti, n care se preciza cd dupd incheierea negocierilor cu
American Debt Funding Commission, delegatia romania va purta discutii

" George G. Potra, op. cit., p. 165.

78 |bidem, p. 166.

™ Rumanian Debt Negotiations Begin”, n "The New York Times", 10 noiembrie 1925, p. 40.
% George G. Potra, op. cit., p. 166.

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro



246 AMS, X1V - XV, 2015 - 2016, SECTIUNEA A 111-A: VARIA HISTORICA

asemanatoare la Paris si Roma, mentiondndu-se ca o intelegere provizorie a fost
semnati cu Marea Britanie®.

In cursul deruldrii complicatelor tratative romano - americane pe care le avem
in vedere, a intervenit la un moment dat un obstacol delicat, in depasirea caruia
Nicolae Titulescu si Anton Bibescu au jucat rolurile principale, asa cum era de
presupus. Inaderenta reciproca, afisata public de cele doud personalitati, ajunsese a fi
consideratd un subiect delicat inca din momentul in care Titulescu a fost desemnat
pentru purtarea tratativelor financiare romano - americane. Dupa sase ani de
experientd americand, ministrul roman in SUA ajunsese un personaj rasfatat al
mediului diplomatic al Lumii Noi. Asa cum s-a mai afirmat de altfel, "Anton Bibescu
a reusit sa dobdndeasca la Washington o influenta considerabila in cercurile
oficialitatilor americane in timpul reprezentarii intereselor tarii sale”, fiind implicat
"In abordarea chestiunilor economice. Intereséndu-se de pozitia americand in
problema petrolului, el inclina spre o atitudine eventual mai concesiva in fafa
solicitarilor partii americane. De aici - conchidea lon Stanciu, un cunoscator al
acestor realitati - §i acel conflict cu Titulescu, in 1925, in chestiunea datoriei catre
statul american. Bibescu, observa acelasi analist, fiind o numire a guvernelor
precedente, liberalii nu s-au impdcat, de altfel, foarte bine cu aceasta iar relele lui
relatii cu Titulescu [...] au sporit motivele de a-I indepdrta, pand la urma">.

La curent cu aceste complicatii, "The New York Times" isi avertiza cititorii,
inca de la 15 septembrie 1925, cd in Romania se discuta eventualitatea ca Printul
Bibescu, aflat la Bucuresti in acel moment, sa fie transferat la Roma, informatie
transmisa chiar de el insusi, printr-o cablograma. Facand publica aceasta precizare,
ziarul 1n cauza adduga o supozitie de moment, comentand cd "ministrul a spus ca el
s-ar intoarce la Washington in octombrie si ca nu ar fi vreo discutie privitoare la
transferul sau"™®. Dar, la 11 noiembrie 1925, Titulescu Ti telegrafia lui 1.G. Duca,
reclamandu-1 pe Anton Bibescu pentru vina de a nu fi facut nici "cea mai micd
preparare diplomatica in favoarea Romdniei"®. In aceeasi zi ii telegrafia si lui
Vintila Bratianu, pe care il informa cd a fost invitat la un dejun de Presedintele
Americii, care s-a aratat nemultumit de ministrul roman. Coolidge reclama ca a avut
discutii la Trezorerie, unde "nimic din ce este punctul de vedere romanesc nu este
cunoscut"®.

Anton Bibescu indeplinea functia de ministru al Romaniei in SUA din
februarie 1921, reusind sa ajunga, treptat, un personaj cunoscut si agreat de cercurile
diplomatice din Washington, DC. Desemnarea lui Titulescu in fruntea delegatiei care
urma a solutiona problema datoriilor de razboi ale Romaéniei citre Lumea Noua I-a
pus ntr-o situatie delicatd, greu de explicat si mai ales de acceptat. Confruntat cu
acest blam diplomatic, ajuns a fi un subiect al detractérilor publice, Bibescu s-a trezit
depasit de situatie, intelegand ca devenise un personaj investit cu o demnitate care nu

8 «Rumania to Fund All War Debts”, in "The New York Times", 12 noiembrie 1925, p. 40.
8 |on Stanciu, Tn umbra Europei, p. 122.

8 «Prince Bibesco to Return to Post”, in "The New York Times", 15 septembrie 1925, p. 6.
8 Gheorghe Buzatu, N. Titulescu, Pagini de "Jurnal”, p. 417.

& |bidem.
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mai convenea autoritatilor politice bucurestene. Pe moment, insa, nu s-a ajuns la o
clarificare oficiald a acestei complicatii ambigue.

Revenind la desfasurarea programului contactelor diplomatice roméno -
americane, care ajunsese a fi, In noiembrie 1925, un eveniment chiar si pentru
Washington, DC, se cuvine sa mentiondm cd la 13 noiembrie 1925, Nicolae
Titulescu 1l informa pe 1.G. Duca despre situatia delicatd cu care ajunsese a se
confrunta, reclaméandu-i pe Frederic C. Nanu si pe Anton Bibescu, deveniti
indezirabili pentru el. Fara a sugera o eventuald solutie de compromis, el cerea -
surprinzdtor si straniu chiar - demiterea sa din postul de ministru la Londra si
trimiterea urgentd a scrisorilor de rechemare. O zi mai tarziu, recurgea la incd o
telegrama, adresata de aceastd datd ministrului de Externe, in care mentiona din nou
"demisia" sa. Pentru a-si justifica gestul - neavenit, bineinteles -, el pretindea ca "am
constatat din septembrie ca interesele romdnesti in America sunt compromise de
reprezentantii ei oficiali si v-am telegrafiat. Sosit aici, la fata locului, m-am intarit §i
mai mult in aceasta convingere". Precizand cd isi mentinea demisia, cerea incd o data
trimiterea urgenti a scrisorilor de rechemare®.

Cunoscut pentru accesele sale surprinzatoare, de personaj obisnuit a fi rasfatat
si prea sigur de el, cdruia i se iertau unele iesiri epatante, ce frizau o inocenta teatrala,
omonimul aceluia pe care il dezavua expedia la 18 noiembrie 1925 o telegrama catre
I.G. Duca si Vintila Bratianu, informandu-i despre negocierile de la Washington, DC,
desfasurate in sedinte plenare, unde aveau loc conversatii purtate in cel mai deplin
secret. In ziua urmitoare, a ficut o expunere "asupra intregii situatii a Romdniei”, In
cadrul unei sedinte asemanatoare®’. Doud zile mai tarziu, ii informa pe ministrii de
Externe si de Finante de la Bucuresti ca a participat la o lungd sedintd plenara,
intalnindu-se apoi cu Andrew W. Mellon si cu subsecretarul de stat al Finantelor®.
"The New York Times" din 22 noiembrie 1925 consemna ca in ziua precedenta "The
American Debt Commission a declinat acceptarea primei oferte formale de
solutionare a datoriei de razboi a Romdniei catre Statele Unite si a recomandat, azi,
comisiei romdne o contrapropunere. Formula avansata romdnilor este, de fapt,
aceea a termenilor infelegerii anglo - americane, cu modificari care previn situatia
particulard a Romdniei. Romdnii, se preciza in aceastd notd, au promis un raspuns
marti, astfel ca ambele comisii par a astepta o solutionare". La 23 noiembrie 1925,
Titulescu se adresa din nou lui I.G. Duca, raspunzand la o telegrama a ministrului de
Externe, prin care era informat ca la Bucuresti se decisese rechemarea lui Bibescu,
dar numai dupa perfectarea acordului cu americanii. In consecintd, Titulescu si-a
retras cererea de demisie, revenind cu o alta telegrama, redactata, de aceasta data, pe
un ton mai optimist®.

O nuantare asemanatoare adopta si "The New York Times", la 23 noiembrie 1925,
cand isi informa cititorii ca "Bugetul Romaniei pe 1926, care va fi prezentat de

% Ibidem, p. 418. Vezi si George G. Potra, op. cit., p. 188.
8 Gheorghe Buzatu, op. cit., pp. 418 - 419.

8 |bidem, p. 420.

8 "The New York Times", 22 noiembrie 1925, p. 19.

% Gheorghe Buzatu, op. cit., p. 420.
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Ministrul de Finange Vintila Bratianu Camerei Deputatilor, in aceastda saptamand,
propune in jur de 1.000.000.000 de lei (in jur de 4.500.000 de dolari), la dispozitia
solutionarii datoriei de razboi a Romdniei catre Statele Unite si a altor datorii
interaliate. Totalul bugetului este de circa 38.250.000.000 de lei (in jur de
172.000.000 de dolari), in comparatie cu 31.750.000.000 lei in ultimul an"™".

In aceeasi zi, Nicolae Titulescu raspundea unei telegrame a lui I.G. Duca, care
il informa ca se decisese rechemarea lui Anton Bibescu, dar dupa semnarea acordului
cu privire la plata datoriei de razboi a Romaniei. in virtutea acestei decizii, Nicolae
Titulescu a decis a-si retrage cererea de demisie®’, multumit de satisfactia care i se
oferise.

La 2 decembrie 1925, "The New York Times" publica un text special, intitulat
“Acord asupra datoriei de razboi a Romdniei, incheiat”, In care se preciza, inainte de
toate, ca in ziua precedenta "a fost convenit un acord pentru stabilirea datoriei de
rdazboi a Romaniei fatd de Statele Unite. In conformitate cu acordul, datoria de
razboi va fi stabilita in concordanta cu o suma de baza de 44.591.000 de dolari, la
fel ca la 15 iunie 1925, dupd calcularea dobdnzii”, suma care urmeaza a fi platita
intr-o perioada de 62 de ani, "cu o dobdnda de 3% pe an, pentru prima decada, i de
3% % pe an dupd aceea”. Intelegerea respectivd avea in vedere unsprezece natiuni,
adicd Marea Britanie, Ungaria, Lituania, Polonia, Finlanda, Letonia, Estonia,
Cehoslovacia, Belgia, Italia si Romania. Acelasi acord urma a fi incheiat cu Armenia,
Grecia, Iugoslavia, Franta, Rusia, Liberia si Nicaragua. Cea mai mare suma de
restituit o avea Franta, cu 4.210.556.948 de dolari®.

Diferendul la care s-a ajuns cu ocazia stabilirii datoriei de razboi a Romaniei
fata de SUA nu a fost, asa cum era de asteptat, favorabil Bucurestilor. Desi cercurile
diplomatice si cele ziaristice de dincolo de Ocean au tratat cu civilitate "cazul",
lumea politicd, dar nu numai ea, a inteles ceea ce, de regula, era lasat a fi dedus de
cei care se simt, numaidecat, implicati in trama avutd in vedere. Componenta
delegatiei romane, care urma a solutiona o chestiune atdt de importantd pentru tara pe
care o reprezenta, nu trebuia sa devind o tema de discreditare pentru presa americana
si nu numai. Finalmente, "cazul" a fost rezolvat asa cum decisesera deja politicienii
si diplomatii americani. In acel context international, adoptarea unei alte solutii era,
probabil, imposibila. Faptul cd un asemenea subiect a fost abordat de Bucuresti ca o
eventuald tema al prioritatilor conjuncturale nu a modificat cu nimic clauzele finale
ale unei decizii diplomatice stabilite in capitala Americii. In loc si fi pregitit
discutiile cu specialistii americani, delegatii romani au transformat un important
moment diplomatic intr-o ocazie a afisarii unor veleitati personale si de grup. Dintru
inceput chiar, s-a trecut peste Anton Bibescu, un cunoscator al lumii diplomatice
americane, care, in principiu, era cel mai indreptatit a conduce delegatia romana
desemnata a trata dincolo de Ocean o chestiune atat de delicatd. Subiectivitatea unei
asemenea decizii nu poate fi pusa pe seama unei singure persoane, dintr-un ansamblu
de factori care a convenit ca ministrul romén la Londra sa conduci delegatia ce urma

%1 “Rumania Plans to Pay”, ™ "The New York Times", 24 noiembrie 1925, p. 4.
%2 Gheorghe Buzatu, op. cit., pp. 420, 422.
%8 « ggreement on Debt of Rumania Reached”, In "The New York Times", 2 decembrie 1925, p. 2.
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a solutiona problema datoriei de rizboi a tarii sale fati de Lumea Noua. In plus,
Roménia era reprezentata in capitala americand de un diplomat experimentat, care
cunostea perfect realitatile locului.

Asa cum am vazut, Anton Bibescu functiona de aproape cinci ani in ipostaza
de ministru al Romaniei Tn America, interval In care se afirmase ca o personalitate
distinctd a cercurilor diplomatice din capitala Lumii Noi. Chiar dacd eventuale
interese nationale sau personale de moment ar fi recomandat pe un alt diplomat sa
ocupe demnitatea in discutie, Anton Bibescu trebuia numaidecat avut in vedere
printre cei pasibili a fi desemnati in acest sens. Dar, interesele de partid si cele ale
unor personalitati politice ale vremii, precum Vintild Bratianu, [.G. Duca si altii, au
decis, in acest caz, in functie de calcule de grup sau de moment, fara a se tine cont de
"raul” pe care i-1 faceau unui remarcabil diplomat al acelei vremi si, mai ales,
diplomatiei romanesti. Culpabilitatea celor implicati in acest ""caz" nu i se poate ierta
nici lui Nicolae Titulescu, "alesul” lor, adica a acelora care au trecut cu dezinvoltura
peste activitatea unui remarcabil diplomat roman. Punerea in practicd a unui
asemenea "'caz" nu a trecut neobservata de presa transoceanicd, dar mai ales de lumea
diplomatica a vremii.

Anton Bibescu era un diplomat cunoscut in cercurile diplomatice ale capitalei
americane. Sd nu uitdm unde se nascuse el, cu cine era casatorit, iIn ce sfere
diplomatice si politice putea fi intalnit de multd vreme si cat de bine cunostea
diplomatia americand si nu numai. Dar, asa cum era tradifia In Romania, nici in cele
mai importante momente, privite din perspectiva intereselor nationale, nu se trecea
peste calculele politice. Fara indoiala ca dedesubturile "cazului Bibescu" s-au
repercutat asupra discutiilor reclamate de solutionarea datoriilor de razboi ale
Romaniei fata de SUA. Surprins si discreditat, fard a se avea in vedere implicatiile
unui asemenea comportament, Anton Bibescu a ajuns a nu a mai reprezenta, pe
moment, ceea ce era de asteptat. Chiar si cercurile diplomatice americane au ramas
surprinse de curioasa turnura a "cazului". Tn derularea "incidentului" - nu unul
oarecare -, acela care a beneficiat de influenta factorilor de decizie din tara a fost
Titulescu, desi nu el cunostea cel mai bine cercurile diplomatice de dincolo de
Ocean. Confrunatat, asadar, cu un refuz determinat de calcule politice, dublate de
combinatii de moment, Anton Bibescu nu a reactionat in aceeasi manierd, intelegand
ca alesul "competitiei” fusese deja decis.

La 4 decembrie 1925, Nicolae Titulescu si Andrew W. Mellon au semnat The
Agreement Relating to the Funding of the Debt of Rumania to the United States®.

Inainte de a incerca si evidentiem semnificatia unui asemenea moment, se
cuvine sd remarcam faptul cd Romania isi solutionase, in sfarsit, o obligatie care
devenise, cu timpul, o ingrijorare de natura financiara, dar si diplomatica, bineinteles.
La 4 decembrie 1925, oficiosul partidului aflat la guvern remarca, inainte de toate, ca
"Acordul cu America este: un serios succes al Romaniei", care "arata ca Romdnia a
trecut ultima etapa a consolidarii ei financiare atdt in interiorul tarii cat si in afara”.
Dupa mentionarea avantajelor, se conchidea ca "aranjamentul nostru cu Statele-

% Cf. George G. Potra, op. cit., p. 174.
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Unite va avea o inrdurire deosebita asupra creditului Romdniei™”. In ziua

urmatoare, cand Titulescu pregatea raportul care urma a-i fi prezentat lui Vintila
Britianu®, "Viitorul" revenea asupra aceluiasi subiect, pretinzand ci "Acordul
incheiat la Washington, privitor la aranjarea datoriilor noastre de rdazboi in
America, este un fapt de o insemndtate fundamentald pentru intreaga operd de
consolidare financiard realizatd de Romdnia in ultimii patru ani. Insemndtatea
acestui acord este sporita de condifiunile exceptional de avantajoase acordate
Romaniei (subl. Gh.L.LF.) (...), marcind o etapd noud in opera de consolidare a
Romdniei, (...) menit a avea o repercusiune binefdcdatoare asupra creditului nostru in
afard, ca si asupra situafiunei financiare generale a farii"®’.

La 6 decembrie 1925, acelasi ziar sublinia, in articolul de fond, ci "Tn expunerea
de motive a proiectului de buget pe 1926, d-I ministru de finante a aratat ca opera de
insandtogsire si consolidare financiara a Romdniei, realizata pdnda acum, este in
legatura cu doud necunoscute: felul cum se vor regula datoriile interaliate si felul
cum ne vom implini obligatiunile isvordte din aplicarea tratatelor. Prima din aceste
necunoscute a fost solutionatda in mod favorabil, si anuitdtile pe cari ne-am obligat a
le plati in Statele-Unite nu vor compromite, din fericire, echilibrul nostru bugetar si
nu vor depdsi putinfa de platd a Romdniei. E de nadajduit, desigur, ca §i cea de-a
doua necunoscutd va avea de asemenea o solutiune conforma cu drepturile si
interesele superioare ale tarei”. Presa, In unele cazuri - remarca oficiosul liberal -,
"facea, nu de mult, zilnice imputari guvernului ca nu reguleaza chestiunea datoriilor
de razboiu americane.

O campanie de fiece zi cauta sa arate opiniei publice ca Romdnia intdrzie
prea mult cu regularea acestei chestiuni, se inventau fel de fel de «conflicte»
diplomatice cu oficialitatea americand, se vorbea zilnic de «boicotarea» Romdniei §i
de situatiunea cu totul nefavorabild pe care tara noastra ar avea-0 in Statele Unite.
(...) Acum insa, cand acordul dela Washington, favorabil in toate privingele tarii, a
fost incheiat, ar fi fost firesc ca toate ziarele romdnesti - inclusiv acelea ale anumitei
prese - sa sublinieze acest succes al Romdniei, intr-0 chestiune care nu are un
caracter politic de partid. Asa s-a intdmplat in toate farile apusene §i nimeni, in
Franga, In Belgia, In Cehoslovacia sau in Polonia, nu s-a gdndit sa priveasca
aceastd chestiune pur financiard prin prisma intereselor de partid sau a
diversitatilor politice. (...).

Chestiunea aceasta a acordului de la Washington a pus incd o datd in
evidenta un fapt invederat ca aceia pe cari cu drept cuvant i-am numit vrajmasgi
dinauntru ai tarei nu-si ascund satisfactiunea oridecate ori Statul romdn trece prin
dificultafi, dupd cum nu sunt in stare sd sublinieze in chip obiectiv succesele tarei"®.
Tntr-un interviu realizat pentru "Viitorul”, Ton Totu observa ca "Regularea datoriilor
noastre de razboi in Anglia si America in conditiuni atdt de avantagioase pentru noi,
care este o dovadd vie a prestigiului hotarat pe care §i [-a cdstigat Statul nostru in

% vjiitorul”, 4 decembrie 1925, p. 3.

% George G. Potra, op. cit., p. 175.

9 Petronius, ,,Un succes al Romaniei. Acordul de la Washington”, In "Viitorul", 5 decembrie 1925, p. 1.
98 Succesele tarei si vrajmagii dinauntru”, in "Viitorul", 6 decembrie 1925, p.1.
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urma politicei §i gospodariei cuminti a guvernului actual, a fost prezintatd ca un
simplu fapt divers". Raspunzand acelorasi imputatii, Vintila Bratianu declara ca
"regularea datoriilor noastre de razboi in Statele-Unite - desi cuantumul acestor
datorii este relativ mic in comparatie cu acelea pe care le avem in Anglia si Franta -
are o insemndtate deosebitd. Se inlaturd, in primul rand, o nedumerire pe care la un
moment dat marea republica a avut-o asupra intentiilor Romdniei de a fi un debitor
care sa-gi tie angajamentele, iar in al doilea rdand, prin solutiile luate, se recunosc
dificultatile pe care le are Romdnia in opera ei de consolidare financiara - dificultati
datorite razboiului dus in conditii exceptinal de grele si totdeodatd deprecierei
monetare suferitd dupd razboi”. In incheierea consideratiilor sale, ministrul de
Finante a tinut numaidecat sa precizeze ca "trebuie sa fim recunoscatori Comisiei
romdne prezidatd de d. Titulescu §i ajutata de d-1 Eftimie Antonescu, care a stiut sa
sustie cu atdata documentare si inimd punctul de vedere romdnesc”®. Tn ziua Tn care
"Viitorul" publica acest interviu, Nicolae Titulescu era felicitat in mod special de
acelasi Vintild Bratianu, dar si de 1.G. Duca sau de unii diplomati si prietenimo.

Doua zile mai tarziu, "Viitorul" revenea asupra evenimentului considerat atat
de important, informandu-si cititorii ca prin semnarea acordului americano - roman,
"aceastd mare §i insemnatd problemad a reguldrii datoriilor noastre in Statele-Unite
este definitiv rezolvatd in mod favorabil. Se stie ca tratativele au urmat in modul cel
mai amical si delegatii americani - tindnd seama de capacitatea de plata a Romdniei
n primii ani - au consimtit la o reducere a anuitdtilor, astfel ca echilibrul bugetar nu
va fi compromis prin inscrierea noilor anuitati, care nu vor impovara prea mult
bugetul. Odata cu aceasta operatiune, favorabila pentru ambele parti, creditul
Romdniei este pe deplin restabilit si noi perspective de viitor i se deschid™".

Printre alte evenimente prilejuite de semnarea acordului avut in vedere -
moment surprinzitor de exagerat - se cuvin a fi mentionate si numeroasele
intrevederi protocolare pe care le-a avut Titulescu intre 5 si 12 decembrie 1925,
considerate a fi importante atat pentru diplomatia momentului, cat si pentru afirmarea
Romaniei 1n spatiul relatiilor internationale.

In tot acest timp, in tard, "Viitorul" continua a informa opinia publici
roméaneasca asupra a ceea ce se pretindea a fi marele succes diplomatic al Iui Nicolae
Titulescu. "In ce priveste conditiunile avantajoase acordate Romaniei, tinea sa releve
cunoscutul oficios al PNL, trebuie sd relevam meritele ce revin sefului delegatiunei
noastre d-I N. Titulescu, care, secondat de d-/ Eftimie Antonescu, ca si de ceilalfi
membri ai delegatiunei, a depus o activitate laborioasa si a sustinut interesele
Romdniei cu o competenta si cu un talent care au contribuit intr-o larga masura la
clarificarea problemelor in disctiune §i la obtinerea conditiunilor care fac succesul
acordului Tncheiat. La serviciile mari pe care d-I N. Titulescu le-a adus tarii de cind
e ministru la Londra, in apararea intereselor si a problemelor romdnesti ce s-au pus

% Jon Totu, ,,Acordul cu America, Interviu cu d. Vintild I. Brétianu, Ministrul Finantelor”, in "Viitorul",
6 decembrie 1925, p. 1.

100 George G. Potra, op. cit., p. 175.

101 «“Semnarea protocolului de la Washington”, in "Viitorul", 8 decembrie 1925, p. 3.

192 George G. Potra, op. cit., pp. 175 - 181.
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inaintea diferitelor conferinte internationale, se adaoga astazi stralucita sustinere a
intereselor Romaniei Tn aranjarea datoriilor noastre in America.

In privinta consecintelor acordului dela Washington asupra creditului
Romdniei in strdindtate, aceste consecinti sunt de o insemndtate incontestabild.
Acordul dela Washington consfinfeste rodnicia eforturilor facute de Romdnia in
marea si dificila opera de consolidare economica si financiara ce a intreprins-o si a
realizat-o prin propriile ei forte. (...) Creditul Romdniei apare acum ca (Sic!) ceea ce
trebuie sd fie acest credit: un corolar al muncei, al spiritului de ordine si de buna
gospodarie, al realitdtilor si al avutiilor ce reprezintd Romdnia™®.

Tonul acestui text ziaristic surprinde prin accentele sale emfatice, care, in loc
sa eludeze compromisurile, asa cum se incerca, invita la circumspectie. Evitarea
chestiunilor concrete lasa a se intelege ca, in principiu, "cazul” a fost inchis, fapt care
putea fi considerat o reusitd a diplomatiei bucurestene. Evitarea sau estomparea
nemultumirilor parea a fi cea mai potrivita reactie oficiala. in plus, suma in disctie nu
era una care si reclame prea multe explicatii.

Discutiile provocate de incheierea protocolului romano-american surprind si
azi prin accentele lor emfatice si evitarea chestiunilor concrete, reclamate, in mod
firesc, de explicarea "evenimentului” avut in vedere. La Washington, asa cum a
recunoscut in trecere Nicolae Titulescu, delegatia pe care a condus-o a fost pusa in
fata unei situatii delicate, intrucat SUA fixase deja suma de restituit si conditiile
inchiderii "cazului*. Cei care au decis au fost, Thainte de toate, diplomatii si finantistii
americani. Chiar si deplasarea la Washington a fost precipitatd intrucatva de
presiunile diplomatice si cele ale presei de dincolo de Ocean. Asa cum reiese din
"The New York Times", discutiile purtate de cele doud delegatii au avut in vedere un
set de propuneri avansate de americani, in virtutea contextului si a conditiilor
acordarii Imprumutului. Suma avuta in vedere nu intra in disctie, intrucat creditorul
dispunea de toate documentele semnate la data perfectarii imprumutului.

Cercurile guvernamentale ale momentului au prezentat acordul in discutie in
asa fel incat el sd para un "succes" al guvernului lon I.C. Bratianu, deci o reusita
liberald, adica politica. Realizarea in sine a fost, de fapt, una care a apartinut, in cea
mai mare parte, diplomatiei americane. intelegerile de moment, acceptate ca urmare
a propunerilor specialistilor roméni, nu au modificat spiritul si nici datele
fundamentale ale acordului. Dar, intrucat Titulescu a condus delegatia roméana,
insusindu-si reusitele si limitele documentului semnat la 4 decembrie 1925,
perfectarea acestei Intelegeri 1i apartine, neindoielnic si intr-o masura decisiva, lui. Si
nu oricum, ci ca sef al delegatiei desemnate sa solutioneze acest "'caz".

La 10 decembrie 1925, "The New York Times" anunta ci, in ziua precedenta,
"un pasager de pe Berengaria, care a plecat ieri cdtre Southampton, era Prinful
Anton Bibescu, ministrul romdn in aceasta tard. Cu el era Comisia Datoriilor de
Razboi ale Romdniei, condusa de Eftimie Antonescu 04 T aceeasi zi, "Viitorul",
nemultumit de o interpelare facuta in Parlamentul romén de catre Virgil Madgearu,
apela, surprinzator, la un ton nepotrivit, pretinzand ca acesta "a vorbit cum vorbeste

108 «gcordul de la Washington. Creditul Romdniei”, Tn "Viitorul", 10 decembrie 1925, p. 1.

104 Prince Bibesco Sails”, in "The New York Times", 10 decembrie 1925, p. 2.

"2 'd 'GZBT d1QWIAILP OT ‘. SAWIL HIOA MAN BUL,, UL ", S/IDS 005291 2ouLid | -
"7 °d 'Gg6T dMqWadap QT *,INJOMIA,, UL *,, 1o1upuoy [nipa40) "UoISUIYSupM ] op [Np403y,, .

a182q.104 WNd J1gL04 v, ©ISAE 8O puezundid yaimodou uo) un ey ‘ojezunidins ‘efode
‘n1ed8peIN [ISIIA 91BD Op URWIOX [MUdWeIed Ul BINoeJ drefodidur o op jrunjfnwou
‘WINIONIA,, “1Z 1880008 U] *, ., NISIUOIUY d1UIYfZ] 2P DSHPUOD ‘WIUPWOY 2] 10GZDY
op AOJ1L0ID(] DISTUWLO)) DA2 o N)) 'p./ll?j DISD2OD Ul UDULOAL [NAISTUTUL ‘nosaqgg uoyuy
miurid 4o ‘uoidupyinog 2.0 1421 woayd v 24> ‘errebualeg ad ap tsbesed un,,
“gyuopaoald eniz ug ‘go ejunue ,saWl| IOA MAN dYL,, ‘GZ6T d1QIaIBP OT ¥
*,.Z8J,, 15908 9Z3UOoIiN[0s BS AJRUIASIP 191je33[ap & JoS 8D 19 ‘WundLIo nu
IS “TN[ ‘BAISIOOP BINSew O-IUL I§ otuoropurou ‘ourirede 11 1103970iul 1915908 ©oIL109JI0d
‘GT6T QUQUIdIRP B[ JRUWIDS IN[MUIWNIOP J[NwI] IS 9[aysnax 1$-npursnsug
‘euewIOI BIJRSO[OP SNPUOD B NISIMILL jeonnul ‘Je( ‘IMNPIOdL e J[eIUAWERPUNY
ofejep 1omr 1§ muids jeogrpow ne nu ‘tugwol Jo[nsieroads Jojuoundord e
orewn o 9)e1doode ‘Judwow op J1Id3[9juT "duedndwWe drjewoldip ‘Alred arew rew
200 Uy ‘nurirede e o1es vun “dey op 9soj © duls Ul BarezI[edy “Bontod BOIPE ‘B[RIdqI
BISNaI 0 109p ‘nuenelg ") UO[ M[NUIdANS [e ,,$309NS,, un gied BS [9 jeoUl [9f BSE
ul A1noSIp Ul [npIode Jejuazald ne mMnIudWoW J[e S[BJUSWERUIIANS J[LINJIFY)
‘mynynwnidug 111e309510d e1ep B[ 2JRUWAS A[QIUIWNI0P )e0) Ap BIUNSIP
[TLIOIIPAIO JBONIIUL ‘QIOSIP Ul BIUI NU AIIPAA Ul BINAR BWING ‘Imnunidwy 11IgpIooe
JONIMIpUOd ® IS INJMXIUOD BANMIA Ul TUROLIdWE Jp desueae Ldundord ap 398
un alapaA U} nAe ne 11je39[op nop 939 dp djeund J[IindsIp ¢, sawi] YI0A MAN YL,
UIp 33131 WD BSY "UBII() P o[odurp Ip 13sa1d dpe 920 18 donewodip srunisard
op eaeonnur elendoard 3soy e uojSurysepy e[ eateseidop IS JIery) TUBOLIOWE
msrueury 1$ jewordip ‘91e0] ap ajuleu] ‘1S0J Ne SI23p Ne a1ed 137 *,,INjNzed,, 1LIspIydu]
o[ImiIpuod 1§ JIMNsal op ewns elop 9seX1y YS 1eonnul ‘9jedrop Ijems 1oun ejey
uy esnd 1s0J ® 0-snpuod © a1ed od ejeSo[op ‘NOSIMIL], SR[OJIN 193X} UJ JNISOUNII
e wno esSe ‘UOISUIYSEAN BT 2JOPAA UL INAR IN|NIUBWIUBAS,, Baledljdxs ap ‘0Sall)
pow Ul ‘QJeWR[OAI ‘9J2I0U0D JO[IUNNSIYD BAIRIIAD 1§ dJMBJWD JO] d[duadde ulid 1ze
1§ punrdins ueOLIOWE-OUBWOI IN[N[030301d BAISIOYOUL 3P d1ed0A0Id O[IIINISI(]
‘1jeordxs ynuwr eaxd dWeOAT BS 918D BUN BID
nu orjosIp ur ewns ‘snyd uy ‘g[eroyo 21joear BIALNOd rew €9 13 & eoted JO[LIIUNi[NUIOU
voredwo)so nes voIe)IAf -ouoIsoInonq 1erfewoldip & eN§NaI o jeropisuoo 1y eond
a1ed 1dey ‘siyouy 1504 e ,,|nze9,, ‘nidourid ug ‘gd a3979jur S € BSE[ 9)240U0I JOJIUNIISAYD
BAIRIAY "91}oadSWINOID B BJIAUI ‘BOIOUL dS WND BSe ‘Q[unsiwoidwods dzapno Bs
90| U] ‘8Jed ‘8dIejwa aes a|91usdoe uld apunidins J1sLRIZ 1X8) INJS8de |NUo |
"eopu PIUDUWIOY DIUIZ2.4dD.1 20 40[1fnAD | 1S 40[1iDI1DaL [D 211DpOdSOT
pung ap 1§ aup.10 ap MJNILIAS D “1WOUNW D AD]OLOD UN JIPa.Ld JS20D 21 DS 21Nqa.i}
90 ©999 (joIS) P2 wnoD 2.4ndp 1WIUPWOY [NJIPa.) () “2)10f 12 2j1Lidoad urid o-yezi|eal
D 1§ 0-sutida.pul v 20 PAVIOUDUL IS POIUIOU0ID 24DP1jOSUOD 2P p42do p121fip 1§ PaIeW
Ul DIUPWOY 2P 2INODf LOJLINLIOfD DIDIUPOL 23$2JUlfSU0d U0ISUIYSDAY DJP [NPLOOY
"DJIGISIIUOIUL DIVIPUWASUI O 2P JUNS 1UIDISUOD 2]SIOD ‘IDIVUIDAIS Ul 12TUDUIOY
MpaLd  vAdnsy uopSulysvy vjpp INNpAodv  10Jaju1dasuod  vjuialid uf
"BOLIBLY Ul 941520U J0]11i01ep ealeluele ul 191Uewoy J0[asalalul
D 242UljSNS DIOND.AIS 1ZDISD PSODPD 23S ‘DUODUAIUI 2JULI2fU0D 10]2ILIdfIp DIJUIDUL

VOIYOLSIH VIYVA :v-111 V VANNILD3S ‘9702 — ST0Z ‘AX — AIX ‘SINV (4214

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro



¢ 'd 'GZ6T 91QWSd8P ET',INIOMIA,, UL ", UOISULYSDAY DIoP INNP.10DD DIISIYD U] “DIUIDPDZ LDIIOJS,, o
T °d 'GZ6T 81qWSY8P TT ' INOMIA,, UL ", p114pd 2p 2]2o1ua]0d 1S 12.40] 2]2s2.001] | 0

¢ 'd 'GZ6T 81qWa08P OT ' INONIA,, UL ", UOIBUISDA D] 2P [NP102D 10 *“ o

T 'd 'GZ6T 81GWa03P 0T *,INJONIA,, UL ', 1daou0d proq.,, o .

N9 1I0SLIOS 9P qWIIYIS UN 8Je) B 8p 8juleul NU Jep ‘A)1) JI0 X MIN d1ed 999[d euun
9 ‘o1z 18e19[90. BIRAS U] "976[ SLIQUIDOIP  UIP ISIIUSAUOD BaIedl[de 1§ eoIeuwos op
OJeWB[OAI J[LIBION] a1e0) JBIOUOUL NB-S BIUOPaddId eniz ur go [-NPUgULIOjul ‘Nuenelg
B[IUIA IN] ®BIJRISO[9) II NOSO[MIL] QB[OOIN ‘9)SIZOjue] IjRIOPISUOD B] op Ppupod[d
BAJD NBJUDAUI NU ‘NLIOJEXIA JIOA IO[ [NUO) dp O[odulp ‘ISNjo) “aIed ‘IIjRIdPISUOD
BaUBWASE BSUBRAR J11jod 1x81u09d INjade |e feuosiad Jueuodwi un pued elep e
"gouOIWBJUI
0 2 ‘Diua1ISUOIUl O JPOAP JNuL DU 2 ‘KNISIIMILL N dISounu 2§ 2400 A0SADf
InjoJew e ajenoedesul BINjOSge» ap 1GJOA 8S B ‘lue IWwn|n Ul 1Isluewoy snpe e-g)
DAPUOT D] 1240] [NAISTUIWL 140D 2d 11914428 2]ajudUIUD 2ISVOUNIA.L - DSa.Ld 1§ juawn]ind
- p8va.qul pAv] pup) "NOSaMIL] 1My-p 3INPR 3| nuelodbuy INj-p |nJeiz e ad
U014 1§ 2]VIALLY IJLINODID ‘1X8) INJSAJR |NIOINe BNUIUOD ‘DSUl wpAdja.L nu ps woind
nN () piv nuuad sonsvzop o ‘nuvypig vjyull p ap wqoddp 1§ nosapuill p
ap 1e1R] ‘D)UN-2[2IVIS 241D 2.41SDOU 12110IVP [Mjudup [un.iv, ©d Tuewol 3d e3UIAU0D
I-BS BOIDOU] BD NULIOIASIY UNURISUO)) 9P snpuod Jeiz mun puesordar ‘myndumn esaid
no s eperonId enjar arjeorjqnd 1$§e000e ‘o1z gnop 21sad - pIued ap 81dn| Ul 81810702
9INQaJ) NU [LIR] 9k LILW 9[oWwd[qoId 8D ©232E BID |, IN|NIONIA,, [© PUOY 9P |031R IN)S8IR
|jnioine eiabns o aled ad eiznjouo) -, ebun-onsny niiadwl NSO} afe 3]e10S39INS
40]21pIS  AO11jD31]qO 1S LOJILIOIDP DAUNSAYD 2P pinf 121upwioy vauniivnjis
1S ‘o1up) 2J2IYIS Ul NI0GZDA AP 24ISPOU AO[I1L0IPP DaIDINSa4 nijuad ‘UoISurysv
D] 2p NPAOID ADIDUDUL UIPLO 2P IUNYSIYD 1IDUL DHOP, ‘,DIDAOUIA, BISTURW
0-Iul ‘@ZBOPIOQE “I0JBIUdWOD ISe[oor BnUnuod ‘oriizodo op Jojopnred esaid req
|, DAV posvaln]s 1$-ps
404 D2 punja.d 11D 122 1j0] D] DIPUODU 2JDILIDPI]OS P INNJUIUTIUIS D2IDISAJIURW 10|
12.40.40dp nani u1 puvoa.L ‘pravd ap LoJ1unISUaSIp 18 Lojaonuajod vidnsvap pupis ‘12
‘an1jod J810®4BI NE NU 11ed 1UNNSaYD 3]9J. ap ‘- BdJRWAI [nIone ejuenu I§] - s2j2ful
aulq “eq_jO/\ 9]S3,, 'NaJoll BleInosIip 1S0J © “.ZQ.IADJ‘ IV LIbUl 2]9W2]q0.1d op pjvf“ 90!1!|0d
Jojopnred eourpryne o mmdej eidnse erjudje eo3ene UBIPRIOd I1S[AOE ‘QIBOJBULIN
BNIZ U oo, [IgPUUDPUOD An3isap 2 mapadodd 1§ vjuiys-pung no $ipf un 231109
vaapydospuy () “«asa.d 12]1unUy v 1PI2P ADIYD 24DUL IDUL DJUIPLD DAL O 3P DPPAOP
Dp ‘UOISUIYSD A D] P IMINPLOID Dauniisayd ul piivd ap poruajod o pdpadul ps puioa
“easeldaipu] UBdSaIaAR |NSOIDNQ,, BO BAIOSQO ,,|NIOMIA,, ‘GZ6T LIGIadap QT ap eniz
U101 "¢y [12.40] D 10L12dNS [NS242U1 UL 2J1S0JOf 1§ 2ADSIIIU JUNS 2 DD DAUISUIAUOD
1§ upp ‘USYLIODS winu nu punduil DS DIPLOW IIDILLOIND DIIQAISIU O ND JNiS D
24pd ‘nuvypAg v]YUL Mj-p v a4p1uvulf 12o1170d Ppuvqzl uljdap ad Po1dxa, ‘sOIdIJO
[90€ eopunaid ‘@IUSPIOUIOd BIUSWIOR () °,JUdUDIUD.ID 1S20D DGOLAD ‘NUvvLg DUl
IN|-p mynazodxa puiin ul ‘LS 2P [NIJISUO)) AV ‘DILIDULY Ul NIOGZDA P 12110IDP
vvjd nguad mpnIUWDIUDAD  114210YOUT D2A1IS NDIONPD 2]ouiDA32]2] UOISUIYSD 4
B| 9p puBD ®enIZ Ul Iewdo), qereqr [nrerz edsounddr wno ese ‘eorqnd BINORY
®BIQ JS1uRIR-[RUOIjRU IN[NIBIUdWE[IRd BSIIPE B] BIRSURAR BI}OAIQ) °,,SOUIUAA JBUNBapP]0]

£4¢ JOTINIOLVA VIWATIO0Ud IS NISATALIL AVTOIIN ‘N2SIHO ‘| IHOHOIHD

GHEORGHE I. FLORESCU, NICOLAE TITULESCU SI PROBLEMA DATORIILOR 253

totdeauna: veninos"”. Obiectia avansati la adresa parlamentarului national-{aranist era
facuta publica, asa cum recunostea ziarul liberal, "tocmai in ziua cand de la
Washington telegramele aduceau stirea incheierii aranjamentului pentru plata
datoriei de razboiu in America, iar Consiliul de ministri, in urma expozeului d-lui
Vintila Bratianu, aproba acest aranjament”. O aemenea coincidentd, pretindea acel
oficios, "explica pe deplin izbdnda politicei financiare a d-lui Vintild Brdtianu, care
a stiut cu o negstirbitd autoritate morald sa impuna nu numai sacrificii, dar si
convingerea cd ele sunt necesare i folosite in interesul superior al tarei!"®. Tot in
ziua de 10 decembrie 1925, "Viitorul" observa ca "Oficiosul averescan Tndreptarea,
voind sd inceapd o polemica de partid in chestiunea acordului de la Washington, da
dovada de o rea credintid mai mare chiar decdt a «anumitei prese». (...) Indreptarea
comite un faly cu bund-stiinga si procedeul e desigur condamnabil™®. In ziua
urmatoare, acelasi cotidian atridgea atentia asupra faptului ca atitudinea partidelor
politice "fatd de problemele mari ale tarei” a fost discutata mereu. "Este vorba, bine
ingeles - 1si nuanta autorul remarca -, de acele chestiuni cari nu au caracter politic,
ci, stand deasupra polemicelor si disensiunilor de partid, reclama in jurul apararei
lor manifestarea sentimentului de solidaritate nationald la tofi cei cari pretind ca vor
sa-si slujeasca tara”.

Dar presa partidelor de opozitie, continua acelagi comentator, abordeaza, intr-0
manierda "vinovata", "doud mari chestiuni de ordin financiar: acordul de la
Washington, pentru regularea datoriilor noastre de razboiu in Statele Unite, §i
situatiunea Romdniei fata de chestiunea datoriilor si obligatiilor Statelor
succesorale ale fostului imperiu Austro-Ungar"”. Concluzia pe care o sugera autorul
acestui articol de fond al "Viitorului" era aceea céa problemele mari ale tarii nu trebuie
coborate n lupte de partid'”’. Peste dous zile, aceeasi publicatie relua cruciada sa cu
presa timpului, reprosand unui ziar condus de Constantin Argetoianu ca incerca sa-i
convinga pe romani ¢i "aranjamentul datoriei noastre cdtre Statele-Unite, tratat de
d. Titulescu §i aprobat de d. Vintila Bratianu, e dezastruos pentru tard. (...) Nu
putem sd nu relevam insd, continua autorul acestui text, atacurile triviale si violente
pe cari ziarul d-lui Argetoianu le aduce d-lui Titulescu. Cand tara intreaga -
parlament §i presd - recunoagste eminentele servicii pe cari ministrul tarei la Londra
le-a adus Romaniei Tn ultimii ani, a se vorbi de «absoluta incapacitate a marelui
farsor care se numeste N. Titulescu», e mai mult decat o inconstiientd, e o
infamie™'%,

La data cand un important personaj al acelui context politic avansa asemenea
consideratii, care, totusi, dincolo de tonul lor voit vexatoriu, nu inventau ceva
plecand de la consideratii fanteziste, Nicolae Titulescu i telegrafia lui Vintila
Bratianu, informandu-1 ca in ziua precedentd s-au incheiat toate lucrarile reclamate
de semnarea si aplicarea conventiei din 4 decembrie 1926. In seara aceleiasi zile, el
urma plece citre New York City, dar nu Thainte de a face un schimb de scrisori cu

195 “Doud concepyii”, in "Viitorul”, 10 decembrie 1925, p. 1.

16 Tot acordul de la Washington”, n "Viitorul", 10 decembrie 1925, p. 3.

107 « Interesele tarei si polemicele de partid”, in "Viitorul", 11 decembrie 1925, p. 1.

108 “Sfortari zadarnice. In chestia acordului dela Washington”, In "Viitorul",13 decembrie 1925, p. 3.
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Andrew W. Mellon, multumindu-i pentru "intelegerea conditiilor speciale Romdniei,
care au permis acordarea ugurintelor de plata". Oficialul american, la randul sau,
recunostea importanta documentului in discutie, considerdnd ca documentul
respectiv ar putea duce "la stabilirea unor relafii mai strdnse intre Romdnia si
Statele Unite"®.

Dincolo de consideratiile de moment, situationale, adeseori, se cuvine sa
recunoastem ci solutionarea "dosarului* datoriilor de razboi ale Romaéniei catre SUA
nu mai putea fi amanatd, fara a atrage dupa sine consecinte greu de evaluat atunci.
America devenise, odatd cu Incheierea razboiului, o putere greu de comparat, a carei
solicitudine era cautati de toti posibilii ei parteneri diplomatici sau comerciali.

La 14 decembrie 1925, Titulescu i inform ape [.G. Duca si Vintild Brétianu ca
va merge pentru o saptimana la New York City, iar dupd aceea va pleca, impreuna
cu cativa dintre membrii delegatiei pe care o conducea, "sd vedem pe romanii din
Cleveland, Detroit si aiurea”"°. Tnainte de plecare, i-a contactat pe unii oficiali ai
catorva banci si pe diferifi financiari americani, ocazie cu care a constatat ca
Romaéania nu era cunoscutd in cercurile financiare ale Lumii Noi si cd nu se
intreprindea nimic pentru normalizarea unei stari de fapt care nu concorda cu
interesele nationale™.

Revenind, inca o data, la tema datoriilor de razboi ale Romaniei catre SUA,
organul de presa liberal respingea afirmatiile cotidianului Partidului Poporului, care
"afirma din nou ca aranjamentul datoriilor noastre in Statele-Unite ar fi dezastruos
pentru fard iz,

La 18 decembrie 1925, "The New York Times" isi informa cititorii cd Nicolae
Titulescu a fost desemnat sa conducd misiunea care va negocia consolidarea datoriei
de razboi a Romaniei fatd de Marea Britanie''®. Sase zile mai tarziu, diplomatul
mentionat expedia o telegramad cétre Legatia roméana din Londra, anuntandu-si
programul imediat urmator: o vizitd in Canada, o intalnire cu romanii americani,
pentru ca la 9 ianuarie sa se imbarce la New York City pe Berengaria, urmand a
ajunge la Londra sase zile mai tarziu™*. Cu trei zile mai Tnainte 7i scrisese, din New
York City, lui Vintild Bratianu, informandu-1 ca ar fi bucuros sa-1 intlneasca "la
Londra sau Paris, indatd ce ma voi inapoia in Europa, fiind foarte util sd va expun
direct situatiunea din America. Parasim New York peste cateva zile. Mergem intdi in
Canada, unde consider de datoria mea ca ministru al Romaniei la Londra sa ma
prezint guvernului, fiind numai la o noapte distanta. Vizita oficiala a fost fixatd,
preciza el, prin Ambasadorul Angliei, la 28 decembrie. Va fi prilejul sa mulfumim
pentru consolidarea bonurilor de tezaur, cu atdt mai mult cu cat Canada este
martorul nostru in America pentru regularitatea mplinirii aranjamentelor luate”,
preciza el. "Din Canada vom trece prin orasele unde sunt romdni din Ardeal care m-

109 Gheorghe Buzatu, op. cit., p. 422. Vezi si George G. Potra, op. cit.,pp. 175 - 178.

10 Gheorghe Buzatu, op. cit., p. 423.

M 1bidem.

12 “Iarasi datoriile americane”, In "Viitorul", 15 decembrie 1925, p. 3.

U8 «Romania Soon to Fund Its Debt to Britain™, Tn "The New York Times", 18 decembrie 1925, p. 12.
114 Gheorghe Buzatu, op. cit., p. 424.
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au invitat. Sarbatorile Craciunului intrerupdand programul, vom pleca abia la 9
ianuarie cu “Berengaria”. Vom fi la Londra la 15 ianuarie".

Desi misiunea sa in America se incheiase, iar rezultatele nu pareau a-i
nemulfumi pe oficialii de la Bucuresti, Titulescu nu a putut trece indiferent peste
"incidentul” cu Anton Bibescu, desi, finalmente, a fost adoptat punctul de vedere
sustinut de el si, in consecintd, omologul sdu se va vedea pus in situatia de a
demisiona. La 25 decembrie 1925, expediindu-i o telegramd ministrului roman de
Externe, Titulescu continua a-1 detracta pe Bibescu, pretinzand c¢d nu a facut nimic
"pentru sustinerea punctului de vedere romanesc” si de aceea Romania continua a
ramane o necunoscutd dincolo de Ocean. Convingerea sa, impartasitd ministrului de
Externe, ajunsese a fi aceea cd Bibescu trebuia demis™®. O asemenea sugestie, care
era de fapt o intrigd surprinzatoare - greu de acceptat, dar aproape imposibil de
justificat -, a provocat reactii firesti si justificate, bineinteles. N. lorga, de pilda,
insemna, la 29 decembrie 1925, ca "Titulescu cere izgonirea de la Washington a lui
Anton Bibescu, care l-ar fi deservit in chestia datoriilor americane™"’. Si, in mod
sigur, nu doar lorga géndea asa, chiar daca atitudinea sa parea a fi determinata de
relatia de moment cu Titulescu, nu de ceea ce i s-a Tntdmplat lui Bibescu. Mihail
Manoilescu, asa cum a observat George G. Potra, a reactionat la fel, dar atitudinea sa
nu trebuie dezavuatd numai pentru ca era contrard aceleia manifestate de Titulescu,
dominat de o supraestimare a dimensiunilor propriei sale personalitati**®.

Tn mai 1926, aflat la Roma, Mihail Manoilescu va reveni asupra acestei
controverse, notand ca el a rezolvat chestiunea datoriei de razboi a Romaniei fata de
Italia, astfel incat, "in afara unei reduceri substantiale si a unei esalondri pe 50 de
ani, am obtinut sa se calculeze o dobanda de abia 1,59%™°, Recent, lon Stanciu,
abordand aceastd controversd, observa ca Titulescu "spera, evident, sa obtina in
viitoare negocieri un aranjament chiar foarte favorabil Romaniei, dar sondajele
prealabile ale ministrului romdn la Washington, Anton Bibescu, §i ale insdarcinatului
cu afaceri F. Nano, din aprilie - mai 1925, nu pdreau sd indreptdteasca deloc o
asemenea sperantd. Tonul interlocutorilor lor din Departamentul de Stat 1i
impresionase prin rdceala lui, iar opiniile celor doi diplomati romani, dupa un lung
contact cu oficialii din Washington, inclinau acum sa dea dreptate criticilor politicii
lui Vintila Bratianu, considerand argumentele lui Nicolae Titulescu inadecvate, in
situatia data”.

Consolidarea datoriei de razboi a Romaniei fatd de America nu era, in 1925, 0
problemd simpld, deci usor de solutionat. Amanarea ei ridica multe semen de
intrebare, din sfera relatiilor Americano - romane, care devenisera, odatd cu
incheierea razboiului, mai importante chiar decat unele dintre cele cu lumea

115 Nicolae Titulescu, Documente diplomatice, redactor responsabil George Macovescu, Bucuresti, EP,
1967, p. 189 - 190.

118 Gheorghe Buzatu, op. cit., p. 425.

17N, lorga, Memorii (Agonia regali si speranta), Volumul V, Bucuresti, edit. "Nationald" S. Ciornei,
1932, p. 79.

18 George G. Potra, op. cit., p. 175.

118 Mihail Manoilescu, Memorii, 1, editie ingrijita, prefat, note si indice de Valeriu Dinu, Bucuresti, EE,
1993, p. 65.
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europeand. Judecand contextul diplomatic din aceastd perspectiva, unii observatori
politici recomandau, asa cum observa lon Stanciu, solutionarea datoriei de razboi
fatd de Lumea Noua fara conditii, "daca vrem sa salvam ce ne-a mai ramas din
prestigiul nostru financiar th America §i sd vindecam rana amorului propriu
american”, intrucat, eludand sau refuzind aceastd solutie, care contravenea, din
nefericire, intereselor Romaniei acelui timp, "vor trece generatii pdand vom cdstiga
simpatiile §i prestigiul pierdut”. Indoindu-se de exigenta acestei solutii imperative,
atragea atentia un cunoscator al acestei chestiuni, "Titulescu ramadnea totusi
increzator cd-si putea servi fara mai bine, desi era foarte convins ca negocierile nu
aveau sd fie deloc usoare™?,

Presa roméneasca a timpului, cu exceptia celei liberale, nu s-a aratat
entuziasmata de stipulatiile acordului incheiat cu SUA, in chestiunea datoriilor de
razboi care urmau a fi platite de Bucuresti Lumii Noi. Reactionand impotriva acelor
ziare care nu se declarau de acord cu solutia la care tocmai se ajunsese, "Viitorul™ se
pretindea, la 15 decembrie 1925, surprins de faptul ca "Indreptarea” - "afirma din
nou ca aranjamentul datoriilor noastre in Statele Unite ar fi dezastruos pentru
tarda™?. Articolul de fond, publicat de oficiosul liberal in ziua de 30 decembrie 1925,
pretindea cé politica financiara a Romaniei din ultimii patru ani era cunoscuta peste
hotare. Presa de peste Ocean, observa autorul textului respectiv, a prezentat expozeul
organizat de asociatia bancherilor americani in legatura cu "sforfarile serioase facute
de Romdnia pentru echilibrarea bugetului si punerea la ordine a finangelor sale”,
semnaland ca "in curs de trei ani guvernul a reusit sa echilibreze bugetul fara sa
recurgd la noi emisiuni de moneda de hartie". Aceste remarci, sublinia "Viitorul",
"meritd a fi refinute ca o manifestatiune de o deosebita importanta pentru creditul
Romaniei in afara™?.

In aceeasi zi, Nicolae Titulescu ii expedia o telegrami lui L.G. Duca,
informandu-1 asupra programului delegatiei romane in cursul vizitelor ce urmau a fi
facute la Montreal si Detroit™?,

Interesat de ecoul international al conventiei intervenite intre Romania si
America, cotidianul liberal isi informa cititorii asupra faptului ca "Dimineata” a
reprodus unele aprecieri aparute in "The Cleveland Times"”, despre "aranjarea
datoriei Romaniei In America". "Ceea ce conteaza, scrie ziarul american, este ca
inca una dintre natiunile europene si-a aranjat obligatiunile in mod cinstit §i fara sa
ceara favoruri speciale. Delegatii ei n-au cerut sa fie lasati a plati dupa capacitatea
de plata a tarii. Ca §i delegatii cehoslovaci, dangii au cerut pur si simplu sa li se faca
totalul. Dupd aceea s-au oferit si pldteasca™*. Avansand aceste consideratii,
"Viitorul" conchidea ca in straindtate aranjamentul datoriilor de razboi ale Romaniei
catre America este prezentat ca o demonstratie de demnitate nationala, in timp ce
presa din tara recurgea la calomnii si dezinformari.

120 1o Stanciu, op. cit., p. 59.

121 “larasi datoriile americane”, In "Viitorul", 15 decembrie 1925, p. 3.

122 Finanta americand si situatiunea Romdniei”, in "Viitorul", 15 decembrie 1925, p. 3.

123 Gheorghe Buzatu, op. cit., p. 425.

124 «presq strdind si aranjarea datoriei Romdniei in America”, in "Viitorul", 31 decembrie 1925, p. 5.
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Acelasi ziar pretindea ca partidele politice componente ale "0pozifiei unite" au
intiat o campanie "pe chestia aranjarii datoriilor noastre de razboi in America",
numindu-I pe Titulescu "farsor”, "iar conventia semnatd de dansul infatisata drept o
calamitate". Totusi, se recunostea ca dupa semnarea conventiei in discutie, asociatia
"«Bankers Trust Company» a publicat un comunicat prin care se recunoaste §i se
laudd puterea de refacere si de consolidare a Statului nostru"**.

Stfarsitul anului 1925 a marcat o estompare a reactiilor acuzatoare declansate
de chestiunea solutionarii datoriilor de razboi ale Romaniei fata de SUA. Indiferent
cum a fost prezentat acest subiect de presa internationald, romanii au urmarit cu
atentie, dar si cu ingrijorare, bineinteles, deciziile adoptate la Washington. Constient
de gravitatea chestiunii in discutie si de repercusiunile ei posibile, Titulescu afirma la
sfarsitul anului 1925, pe cand se afla inca dincolo de Ocean, ca "0 asemenea robire a
Romaniei eu refuz a concepe"'?®. Preintimpinand, pana intr-un punct, “robirea"”
avuta 1n vedere, el s-a vazut obligat, in cele din urma, sd consimtd acceptarea unei
solutii de compromis, desi nu a avut-0 in vedere, probabil, in momentul in care a
convenit a merge in America.

Probabil ca o pregatire mai temeinica a "confruntarii” avute in vedere, asa cum
remarca Mihail Manoilescu, adicd un specialist al domeniului, ar fi determinat
acceptarea de catre partenerii americani a unor solutii alternative 1n rezolvarea
chestiunii in discutie. Dar, dincolo de o asemenea abordare - posibild, desigur -, in
intentiile factorilor de decizie bucuresteni au fost avute in vedere, inca de la inceput,
si calcule politice, din sfera de interese a PNL. Asa se explica, probabil, eliminarea
lui Anton Bibescu dintre cei indreptatiti a fi implicati in solutionarea unei probleme
foarte importante, care urma a fi decisa la Washington, DC, tocmai acolo unde el
reprezenta interesele Romaniei de mai multi ani. De altfel, Bibescu a avertizat
guvernul tarii sale ca sperantele afisate la Bucuresti nu convergeau cu intentiile
oficialitatilor americane.

Autoritatile romane, la randul lor, nu au renuntat nici intr-0 asemenea
conjunctura complicata la calculele de partid, in favoarea intereselor nationale. Anton
Bibescu si nu numai el au avertizat autorititile politice ale momentului asupra
sortilor de reusita a intentiilor guvernului liberal. Rocada la care au recurs autoritatile
politice ale momentului, prin renuntarea la serviciile lui Anton Bibescu 1n favoarea
lui Nicolae Titulescu, nu a atras dupa sine rezultatele scontate. Cercurile financiare si
cele politice ale Lumii Noi au devenit, imediat, mai circumspecte, considerand
manevra ca fiind un avertisment care trebuia tratat cu mare circumspectie.
Rezultatele unei asemenea stratageme de moment nu puteau fi, bineinteles, decat cele
presupuse. Nicolae Titulescu a facut, desigur, tot ceea ce a considerat el necesar
pentru a-si impune punctul de vedere in confruntarea cu autoritatile financiare
americane, dar nu putem afirma, fara rezerve, ca a reusit sa solutioneze, in cea mai
convenabild maniera, chestiunea datoriilor de razboi ale tarii sale fata de SUA. Dar a
provocat un diferend diplomatic reprobabil, care, chiar daca a fost tratat cu o

125 M. B, »Opozitia "unitd" fatd de problemele mari ale tarii”, in "Viitorul", 31 decembrie 1925, p. 5.
126 Gheorghe Buzatu, op. cit., p. 82.
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aparentd intelegere de cercurile politico-diplomatice si de presa americand, s-a
repercutat negativ asupra imaginii Romaniei.

Anton Bibescu era o personalitate cunoscuta si apreciata de cercurile politice si
de lumea diplomatica americand. Recuzarea sa nu a sporit prestigiul diplomatic al
Romaniei sau al lui Titulescu, considerat, imediat, a fi o persoand pasibild a provoca
deliberari si tensiuni neavenite. Surprins de o asemenea perturbare neasteptata, "The
New York Times" comenta, la 3 ianuarie 1926, "incidentul”, anuntand ca la Viena se
vorbeste ca “"Ministrul roman va demisiona din cauza conflictului cu Titulescu?’.
Preluand informatia vieneza, "The New York Times" nota ca "o discordie intre
Ministrul Romdn la Washington, Printul Bibescu, si Ministrul la Londra, DI
Titulescu, fara precedent in timpul negocierilor datoriei de razboi din America, a
condus, azi, la demisia Prinului Bibescu, urmatd de o lungd conferinga cu Ministrul
de Externe Duca". Continuand explicatiile, telegrama informa ca Nicolae Titulescu
s-a simtit ofensat pentru ca Bibescu a inceput negocierile inaintea sosirii sale in
America, compromitandu-i asfel pozitia. Finalmente, Bibescu a fost rechemat 1n tara,
pentru a se da satisfactie, astfel, cunoscutelor capricii ale ale unui diplomat rasfatat
de Vintila Bratianu'?®. In loc si i se multumeascd pentru interesul afirmat fata de o
chestiune care il privea in mod direct, ca ministru al Roméaniei la Washington,
oficialitatile bucurestene au nesocotit o implicare fireasca si necesara, pentru a-i da
satisfactie aceluia care era cunoscut ca fiind favoritul ministrului de Finante. Anton
Bibescu functiona de mai multi ani in America, era un cunoscut al cercurilor
diplomatice care fiintau in capitala Lumii Noi, iar sotia sa era fiica lui Herbert H.
Asquit, fost prim-ministru al Regatului Unit. In mod sigur, relatiile si consiliile sale
ar fi fost de mare ajutor comisiei care urma a solutiona chestiunea datoriilor de razboi
ale Romaniei fatd de America. Cu toate acestea, Anton Bibescu a fost rechemat in
tard, fara prea multe explicatii, decizie care a surprins lumea diplomatica din SUA.

La aceeasi datd, adica la 3 ianuarie 1926, "The New York Times" isi informa
cititorii ca a primit o telegrama speciala din Londra, in care se preciza ca "The
Sunday Times" "declara ca Pringul Bibescu, Ministrul romdn in Statele Unite, care
este casatorit cu Doamna Elizabeth Asquith, este in Bucuresti, in legdatura cu
reglementarea datoriei consolidate roméano - americane”. El era, asa cum se
mentiona, intru totul justificat, acela avut in vedere a fi seful delegatiei romane la
negocierile acestei intelegeri. Dar, in cele din urma, aceastd insarcinare i-a fost
incredintatd lui Titulescu, "care, ca fost Ministru de Finante, a fost considerat a fi
calificat in mod special pentru aceastd sarcind. Intelegerea realizatd intre DI.
Titulescu §i Comitetul Datoriei de Razboi Americane a fost criticata de opozitia
romdnd §i chiar de unii guvernanti, dar Vintila Brdtianu, Ministrul de Finante, a
aparat-o in fata Parlamentului”. Avand in vedere aceste consideratii, venite din
partea Lumii Noi, Titulescu, aflat incd in America, a telegrafiat la Bucuresti,
cerdndu-si demisia, refuzata insa, asa cum era de presupus, de L.G. Duca'®?. De altfel,

127 “Report Bibesco Has Quit As Envoy”, In "The New York Times", 3 ianuarie 1926, p. 8.
128 1

Ibidem.
129 |bidem.
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la acea datd, era prea tarziu pentru a se mai indrepta ceva, nu numaidecat in relatia
dintre cei doi, ci 1n interesul natiunii romane, in primul rand.

Cu o zi Tnainte, deci la 2 ianuarie 1926, "The New York Times" era informat ca,
in mediile diplomatice din Washington, DC, se discuta neintelegerile care au aparut
intre Nicolae Titulescu si Anton Bibescu, cunoscute numai in anumite cercuri ale
lumii politice si diplomatice. inci nu se stia daci Bibescu va reveni sau nu la
Washington. In incheierea acestei informatii, se preciza ci Titulescu intreprindea un
turneu prin SUA, pentru a vizita cateva orase americane in care trdiau si conationali
de-ai sai, urmand a ajunge la Chicago, unde se va adresa membrilor comunitatii
romanesti din "the Second City". Apoi, la 9 ianuarie 1926, urma a se intoarce in
‘;arélao.

La data cand erau avansate aceste detalii, care nu priveau in mod direct
chestiunea 1n discutie, cunoscutul ziar newyorkez continua inca a acorda o atentie
speciald problemei datoriilor de rizboi ale Romaniei fatd de America®®'. Dar nu se
mai discutau, de aceastd data, principiile chestiunii avute in vedere, ci se consemnau
doar unele detalii ale relatiilor interpersonale sau neconcordantele intamplatoare
manifestate In randul oficialilor romani prezenti in capitala federald americana.

Inainte de a ne referi la aceste dedesubturi particulare, dar si de culoare uneori,
tinem s& subliniem maniera decentd in care a tratat "The New York Times" un subiect
deosebit de important si delicat, in care era implicatda Romania. Probabil ca aceasta
atitudine era influentata si de faptul cd excluderea lui Bibescu dintre cei implicati in
solutionarea datoriei de riazboi a Romaniei fata de SUA convenea, intr-un anume
sens, americanilor. Oricum, renuntarea la serviciile unui diplomat ca Anton Bibescu,
intr-un moment cand el putea si trebuia s joace un rol determinant intr-0 chestiune
foarte importanta pentru tara sa, a costat finantele Romaniei. Si nu numai finantele, ci
si imaginea de moment a diplomatiei romanesti dincolo de Ocean.

O asemenea trama diplomatica nu a trecut, bineinteles, neobservata de lumea
politica si de presa americana a vremii. La 5 ianuarie 1926, "The New York Times" a
tinut sa consemneze, referindu-se la disputa dintre Nicolae Titulescu si Anton
Bibescu, ca aceasta nu s-a repercutat asupra rezultatului final al negocierilor, aga cum
remarca Frederic C. Nanu. Mai mult decat atat, insarcinatul cu afaceri al Legatiei
roméne declara ca lui Bibescu i s-a propus sa se alature membrilor delegatiei trimise
de Bucuresti, dar el a preferat sd o asiste doar, nu ca membru, ci ca ministru al tarii
sale in capitala Americii. Asadar, lui Bibescu nu-i puteau fi imputate nereusitele
misiunii conduse de Titulescu.

In cercurile diplomatice din marea metropold americand se considera ci
dezacordul dintre cele doud individualitati era unul de natura personald, care dura de
mai multi ani. Pentru a se aplana o conjuncturd care nu putea exclude o evidenta
tenta blamabila, asa cum remarca Frederic C. Nanu, Legatia romana nu a refuzat sa
colaboreze cu delegatia venita din tard. Intelegind exact situatia, Printul Bibescu a
profitat de momentul in care a parasit America si "l-a sunat pe A.W. Dulles, Seful
Diviziei Orientului Apropiat al Departamentului de Stat, informandu-/ ca se intoarce

180 |hidem; Gheorghe Buzatu, op. cit., p. 426.

8L «“Denies and Hitch on Rumanian Debt”, n "The New York Times", 5 ianuarie 1926, p. 5.
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Tn Romania pentru afaceri private. Nu s-a primit aici nici un raport care sd indice cd
Pringul Bibescu nu se va mai intoarce la postul sau de la Washington™, preciza "The
New York Times"*®,

Aceste justificari diplomatice trebuie judecate cu o comprehensiune proprie
diplomatiei. Diferendul avut in vedere era, pana intr-un punct, unul personal - serios
si vechi, insd -, pe care nici Titulescu si nici Bibescu nu se ardtau dispusi a-l face
uitat. Dar "cazul" in sine nu se limita numai la o competitie in doi, fiind de fapt o
problema serioasa, intervenita intre SUA si Romania. Pentru Washington, DC, relatia
Titulescu - Bibescu era una lipsitd de importantd, proprie unei circumstante
considerati a figura printre asa-numitele "War - Debt Delusions"®,

Revenind asupra aceluiagi "caz", la 7 ianuarie 1926, "The New York Times" isi
informa cititorii ca Printul Bibescu se afla in Roméania, urmand a primi o insarcinare
diplomatica in alta tara, dar cd va mai reveni la Washington pentru a-si prezenta
scrisorile de rechemare. Nanu, la randul sau, fiind contactat de acelasi ziar, facea
precizarea ca "dialogul™ dintre cei doi diplomati romani nu putea influenta "1n nici un
fel rezultatul negocierii datoriei de razboi”. Adaugind si unele declaratii de
circumstantd, "The New York Times" isi incheia "explicatiile” cu precizarea ca
"Printul Bibescu si sotia sa, care este fiica lui Herbert H. Asquith, fost prim-ministru
britanic, au jucat un rol important in viata sociald a Washingtonului™**,

La 9 ianuarie 1926, in seara de dinaintea plecarii, Titulescu declara ca "datoria
de razboi a Romdniei catre Statele Unite a fost stabilita satisfacator pentru ambele
tari (...). Stiu ca natiunea mea ar fi foarte fericita daca natiunea americand ar
aprecia ca Romdnia doreste sa munceasca umadr la umar cu America pentru pace in
Europa in realizarea unui schimb de afaceri intre Romdnia si Statele Unite™.
Referindu-se la abdicarea Printului Carol, diplomatul roman o considera o chestiune
personala, afirmand ca "in Romdnia nu existd o problema dinastica”. Apoi, incercand
a eluda divergentele dintre el si Prinful Anton Bibescu, declara ca inainte de a veni in
SUA, cu Comisia Datoriei de Razboi, "am incercat sa-l conving pe Prinful Bibescu
sa accepte presedintia comisiei. As fi fost fericit sa fi servit sub el ca Presedinte"
(subl. Gh.LF.). O asemenea notificare tarzie, care nu a fost dezavuata de cel avut in
vedere, era avansatd, bineinteles, pentru a atenua reactiile acelora care l-au
desconsiderat pentru gestul - lipsit de eleganta - de a se substitui cuiva ca urmare a
unei decizii ce eluda un principiu cu semnificatie de regula.

Tnainte de Tmbarcarea pe "Berengaria”, Titulescu i-a invitat pe ziaristi Tn
camera sa de la hotelul "Ambasador"”, multumind pentru ospitalitatea cu care a fost
tratat in America si declarand ca “Intreaga istorie a Romaniei din ultimii cincizeci de
ani aratda ca Romdnia a fost un factor puternic pentru pace §i pentru productie in
Europa sud - estica”. Dar, dupa 1913, productia de petrol a scazut, circumstanta care
S-a repercutat asupra evolutiei economice a tarii. "O altd cauza a refacerii economice
lente intre 1919 si 1923, considera el, a fost faptul ca la cererea Aliatilor noi am

32 1bidem.

138 Cf. ,War - Debt Delusions”, in "The New York Times", 6 ianuarie 1926, p. 24.

134 “Romania to Recall Minister Bibesco”, in "The New York Times", 7 ianuarie 1926, p. 4.

135 «Says Rumania Qwes No One But America”, in "The New York Times", 9 ianuarie 1926, p. 19.

'6T "d ‘9Z6T aLenuel 6 *,.SoWll YIOA MON 8YL,, Ul ‘., poLul 1ng auQ) oN sam() piupumy sAvg,, .
"y °d '9Z6T dLienuel / *,SaWIL YI0A MON BUL,, UL *,, 0952q1g L2ISIUIA |[€I9Y O BIUBWOY,, ,c;

"yg "d '9Z6T Slienuel g *,SSWIL YIOA MON SYL,, UL *,, SUOLST 192 - Jep™ 3D ¢

WaPIQl 6

WP 10U A0J1iDI]Y Da.42.420 D] DO [Mdpf 1s0f v ‘|3 RIBPISUOD ‘€76 18 6]6] 243Ul 2JUd]
221UI0U0D2 11420Df2.4 D DZNDI DIV (), "THIE) B 90TWOU0I9 101in[0Ad eidnse jenorodor e-s
a1ed ejue)sWINOIID nzeds e [onad ap erjonpoid ‘g ednp ‘xeq -, o152 - pns edoing
ur arfonpo.ad naguad 18 2ovd nayguad d1idind 401oDf un 3S0f D PIUDUWIOY DO DIDAD 1UD
8P 108ZI0UID 1HWIN UIP 1B1IUBWIOY B 81I0)SI Bfeau|,, B0 PUBIR[Oap IS BOLISWY UL Jejer)
150J ® 2180 nd eajeyeNdso nnuad puruninw ‘, Jopesequy,, [Nj910Y B] ap S rIaWED
ul nsuerz od jenaur e-1 nasainl ‘.elebuslag, ad ealedsequil ap aluleu|
-g[nSa1 op orfeoyIuwes no nidioutid un epN[d 99 M1ZI0OP 1oUN
© 9Jewn ©J BAIND INNISQNS 8S © ap - Biue3a[d op usdi] - |n1seb nijuad Jesapisuodssp
ne-1 21ed ®BIOROE Q[ujorar enuoje e nnuod ‘soRjuouIq ‘BleSUBAR BID  OIOPAA
Ul JNAR [0 9P BJBNABZIP 1SOJ B NU dIBD DIZIg) dILdIJ1IoU BdUdWase O "(‘J YD ‘1qns)
\21upasalg vo j2 qns j1a4as 1if vs 310142f 1s0f 1f Sy 12151100 vijulpasasd 23dooov ps
nosaqig [njurig ad Suiauod J-ps 1p21adul We,, ‘10qzey 9P 1dLI0Je( BISIWO)) NI ‘YS
Ul TUDA B 9P 9JUIBUL B BIB[OIP ‘NOSaqIg uojuy [njurid 1§ [0 dnuIp [Jud3IoAIp epn[d ©
pueaJaoul ‘10dyy -, pousvulp pud]qo.4d o vIsIXo nu PIUPWOY ul, Bd puBlLIje ‘B[euosiod
auUNISaYd 0 BJIBPISUOD O ugwol [Newoldip qore) mynjurld edIedIpge B[ 3S-Npuliajay
equMU[) 212IDIS 18§ DIUDWIOY 243Ul LIDOD[D op quIIYIS MUN DaIDZIDaL Ul vdoinyg
u1 2ond napuad DILIDULY NI ADWN D] ADWN DISDIOUNUL DS 2J240pP DIUDWLOY DO D1D24dD
AD DUDILIDUD D2UNivu povp voLdf a1apof 1f 4 vaw vaunijpu po> ny$ () 140f
ajaquiv nyuad 10IpIDISDS DIIGDIS 1SOf D 2J1U)) 2]2IVIS 24D 12IUDUIOY D 10GZDA 2P
BLIOJEP,, ©O BIR[OIP NOSAIMI], ‘TLIBIJ[d eojuTRuIp 9P BIRIS UL ‘976 SLIBNUEL ¢ B
"y IMUOISUIYSD AL D D]DIDOS DIDIA U1 JupLiodul (0.4 un 1ponl ne ‘oluenq
NASIUIW-uid 3sof ‘ypnbsy [ 142q42[] 1] DI11f 2182 240D ‘DS DIJOS 1§ NIsaqlg [njutig,
By ®Areziodxd no | apnfvordxa, eroydul ISI ,SaWIL MJOA MON 8yl, BiuBISWNOID
op mjele[oop o[oun IS puedngpy ,10Gzb4 P 12LIOIVP 114210032U [MpInzad  |a)
un 121U uy,, eluanyur eand nu ruewol ewoydip 10p 199 anuIp , |nBojeIp,, 8O earezoaid
BOORJ ‘TRIZ ISB[OOR OP 1BJOBIUOD PUILJ ‘NES [NPUBI B[ ‘NUBN OJBWAYOIAI P O[LIOSLIOS
ejuazald 1$-e nnuod uojuIyseA| B] TUSAJI TeW BA BO Iep ‘Bie] BiR ul gonewoldip
areurdoresuy o Twnd & pugun ‘etuewioy Ul BJe 9s ndsaqrg [njulid B MI0INIO BWIOUL
ISL , SoWl] Y40A M8N 8Yl,, ‘9Z6T aldenuel / €| ‘,,zed,, 1Semn[aoe eidnse puIuoAdy
"eprnSUOISNIAQ 108Q - JeM,, 3]9NWNU-eSe onulid eInSiy € LIeIoPISU0d
djueyswnond 1oun oudoxd ‘ejuepodunr op eysdi Bun BIO NOSAqIg - NIS9INIL
eIie[a1 ‘D ‘UOIBUIYSE A\ NIUSJ "BIUBWOY IS V(S 91Ul BITUIAIIUI ‘BSBOLISS purd[qoxd
0 jdey op pury ‘rop ur arirrodwiod o e TEWNU BIIWI] IS MU dUIS U] , |nZed,, Jeq ‘1eun
90eJ |-B 1$SndsIp nejeIR 39S NU NOSAQIY 101U IS NOSATMIT, 10U dIed od - BSUL ‘TYIRA IS
Souas - Jeuostad [nun ‘ound un-nur gued ‘BI0 9IOPIA UL INAB [NPUAIRJI( ‘Riiewodip
oudoxd sunisuoyardwods o no 9eddpnl amqgon donewo(dip Ledgnsnl 91590y
"ernSOWILL JIOA MBN
aYL., ez1oaud ‘, uorsurysoy vy ap nps (nisod v] 22400Jul DU DA IS NU NOSIGIG [Njulig
D2 221pul DS 2412 110dp.4 un 191 1910 J1urid p-s NN “d1eALId 113de)e najuad eluewoy ul

VOIYOLSIH VIYVA :v-111 V VANNILD3S ‘9702 — ST0Z ‘AX — AIX ‘SINV 09¢

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro



"Gz d '] '9Z6T alienuel OT *,SOWIL YAOA MON SYL,, UL *,, UOJJoJN SulSInAJ S|IDS NISAMIL,, o0

un nnuad sofe Tew ‘geroads QreoIUSS O BOAR “IRIYO 9)BINZAI P JUAIJIpUI
‘wdjqoid eouswose 1oun ealeuolin[os ul jeledue 1 y juowow op J1jLIUS) O 1BOAP
Jnuw rew vJudzaIdar BOLIOWY AIOPIA UL BINAR B3 31D U] dUNnIISayd 0-1u) easedljdwi
‘eouorord grel 00 urp judroyipur qewordip oowo npudd QWA BIOR U
"BOLIOWIY 9P Bie] 101UgWoy
® 10qzel 9p 1o1I0jep ewd[qoid op adnoo 9s s o1ed B[OOE 91 BS [@ BO QIRUNSIOAUL
N9 11I0P B-I$ BIPUOT B[ UBWIOX [NISIUIW BD 09FO[jul oS B JeSe[ B OIOPIA Ul JNAB IN[NZed
& pudds ur azound e3eonuy -oeuosiod reyuwop roun rsnsul [e joxd eod greydosoe
1§ nSougwolr Jo[esarul eseoomuad 1§ Iery) ‘dreojeredns 1§ BUOPIAD BIO - [9jie
wIwnu 0 Nu Bs 80 - ejenzoniejA 1samong nnuad gjuenrodwl op 31qasosp Tunnsayo
BaUBWaSe 13un ealepion|s ap 1edndo e-s nu gd jeznoe e-| ‘10dy ‘U0IBUIYSEAA B] SUIISBp
1J BS [© B 9JUIRU] BOLIOWY IP Bie] I91UgWoy] 9]t 10qZel op JofiLiojep ewd[qoid jenosip
© 8o mdej nes mn3ojowo jesordas e-1 nasaNiL ‘I0ja1elS efended ul sunly
"nosaqIg N[ S[IOIAISS B[ BjUNUAI
© Op [npues no 1$ 9JBII[BIUSW BISBIOR NO 13S0INong UIp ISIUAA [ “BOLIDWY UL BINIS0R
ea1odunfe gdnp reop jniede ne nu ‘nosoIMIL, 9p djeSIye ‘Nosaqig uojuy Inj dwALzod
3IP1u2dY ‘D ‘uoldurysep) 1S nsamong anurp mingorerp eidnse [nuqordo eounre
© 9p BJ90R BJD NU ‘IX1UOD BaUSWASE UN-AUl ‘IBIUBWOY |NSaJdul ‘IQ ‘duedlawe
- ougwol Jo[umuoder eidnse 1§ jgooprewnu ea3URIJSeI 9S 1B JIjR[SUBY ‘TLIBQOIUL
[NUWAS NS snd SISWAP UN BIUIAIP NISAqIg uojuy In| [e onewoldip nijroioxa (n3anuy
"3uedLIsWe - ougwol Jojunoder eidnse 15 100p ‘NSourwos Riiewodip & njquesue op
lnuiBewi eidnse ‘pueIAdu - puelA ‘FeIndsadal e-s “gredr[ap 1$ giuenodwr 911e0) Sunisiw
0 NJ I1I9IUBWOY [B STWIL) un 9p jesye Juowelodwod BOUSWASE U() [RLIONZIYOAI
[99 BOIPE ‘QIOPAOA UL JNAR [MUOWOW BId B[ode nu Jed ‘mndwn ofe oreuorieurdjur
o[ije[ol Ul [NUO) BOPEP 9JBD BOAOE ‘T0QZEY INJOJBJA BAIOIOUOULl Bdnp ‘OSIUOAD 218D
eIe} Ul nysiurw 9p ezejsodr 9sejroroxd 1S ared ur [npow npuad jeznoe ‘[IqeInosipul
‘g eond noseqig uojuy -areojejiuordwod nje[nqeje 1oun BoIAISBOUNIAI BIIAD
e nnuad ‘eIpowr gsul BIUBI ‘9)BILIdOUIS 9p pun o dredsuen ‘efop aserdyour os | |nzeo,,
pued JusWowW un-nui desiye ‘elued[nosip BIud) No ‘IISNLIAIQNS JSIOB AJL0) UIQ
" equ UOIPIN INJNADI2.LD2S 2IDS d]Launj]nut DIop 10S2.4pp D dJuvulg
AP [NASTULY JDIUL ‘10GZDA 2P 19140IDP INJRIUIUDIUDAD 1TUULIDY 2P JIUNIINUL 2P JDID
150} B UBWOJ [NUIBANB,, 8O B3R IS IO RIURSIIUI BIIBWAL () °, VISV DODf DS J0ZNnfol
D ]2 ADP D242oNnpU0d vNjad 4D ]2 POVP ‘NISIQLY [NjUllg qns IS2A.4dS DS JLI2J0 WD
-l na ‘vorwy nauad 1215100 v 3uIpasald vo Jpuwasap jsof wp 1$ap, O yezioaid
& ‘e31mur g[iqisod eouswose 0 puedoN Mosaqrg IM[njulld € BIe} Ul ILIBWYD BIZIOJP Ul
eorjdwr 1s0J ® [9 gorp JeqaNnUL IS 1BI0RIUO0D 1S0) B ‘Tode ‘ILIBOIRqap [NIUSWOW U]
457w BNOISOI ] BIUBLIOY B 8)e1IZ0dap 8]91uslinoop 81eo) 191UBWOY
1MJ1psad bA DO JHUYSUOD D I1J21A0S [NUAIANS 776G UIP DAdUIL) D] dp DIuLIdfil0d D]
182p ‘IpuAnja.L oUL JS0f ND N 1S D1YI1A0S [NUIIANS 2P JDISLfU0I JSOf ND JPO] “14D]OP
2P 000000 00Z 2p Anl U1 np.1ojpa P2ajSIIV 2IPOJ “24)SVOU d]22ZNUi 1§ 2]10112S1G UIP SOOS
We-27 2402 ad 1D 2p 2]14p.400] 1§ 2]1112]111q 2JDO] ‘NAISOU [NAND J0) PAOISOJN D] SIULLL]

T9¢ JOTINIOLVA VIWATIO0Ud IS NISATALIL AVTOIIN ‘N2SIHO ‘| IHOHOIHD

GHEORGHE I. FLORESCU, NICOLAE TITULESCU SI PROBLEMA DATORIILOR 261

trimis la Moscova tot aurul nostru, toate bijuteriile §i lucrarile de artd pe care le-am
scos din bisericile si muzeele noastre. Toate acestea valorau in jur de 200.000.000 de
dolari. Toate au fost confiscate de guvernul sovietic §i nu au fost inca returnate, desi
la conferinta de la Geneva din 1922 guvernul sovietic a consfintit ca va restitui
Romaniei toate documentele depozitate de Romania la Moscova'*®.

In momentul debarcirii, apoi, a fost contactat si intrebat daci el a fost implicat
in decizia chemadrii in tard a Prinfului Bibescu. Negand o asemenea posibild intrigd, a
precizat ca "desi am fost desemnat ca presedinte al comisiei pentru America, eu m-
am oferit sa servesc sub Printul Bibescu, daca el ar prelua conducerea, dar el a
refuzat sa facd asta”. O remarcd interesantd era si aceea ca ""guvernul roméan a fost
atat de multumit de termenii aranjamentului datoriei de razboi, incat Ministrul de
Finante a adresat deja multumirile sale Secretarului Mellon 3t

Din toate aceste subterfugii, cu tenta disculpanta, afisate intr-un moment cand
"cazul” se incheiase deja, transpare o unda de sinceritate, franta insa imediat, pentru a
evita recunoasterea unei afabulatii compromitatoare. Anton Bibescu putea fi,
indiscutabil, acuzat pentru modul 1n care 1si exercitase ipostaza de ministru in tara
care devenise, dupd incheierea Marelui Razboi, aceea care dadea tonul in relatiile
internationale ale timpului. Dar nu acela era momentul avut in vedere, adica cel
rechizitorial. Un asemenea comportament, afisat de un trimis al Romaniei cu o
misiune foarte importanta si delicata, s-a repercutat, vrand - nevrand, asupra imaginii
de ansamblu a diplomatiei romanesti, deci si asupra raporturilor romano - americane.
Intregul exercitiu diplomatic al lui Anton Bibescu devenea un demers pus sub semnul
intrebarii, translatie care se rasfrangea numaidecat si asupra raporturilor romano -
americane. Or, interesul Romaniei, Tntr-un asemenea context, nu era acela de a
arunca oprobriul asupra dialogului dintre Bucuresti si Washington, DC. Accentele
potrivnice lui Anton Bibescu, afisate de Titulescu, nu au aparut doar dupa ajungerea
acestuia in America. El venise din Bucuresti cu aceastd mentalitate si cu gandul de a
renunta la serviciile lui Bibescu.

Ajuns in capitala Statelor, Titulescu i-a reprosat omologului sau faptul ci a
discutat problema datoriilor de rdzboi ale Roméniei fatad de America inainte ca el sa fi
descins la Washington. Apoi, I-a acuzat ca nu s-a ocupat de elucidarea unei asemenea
chestiuni, deosebit de importanta pentru Bucuresti. Malitiozitatea - ca sa nu o numim
altfel - era evidentd si supdratoare. Chiar §i pernicioasd intereselor romanesti si
acceptatd ca pret al insusirii unei demnititi personale. Intreaga punere in sceni a
cazului avut in vedere a lasat a se intelege ca ministrul roméan la Londra si-a dorit cu
inversunare ca el sa fie acela care sa se ocupe de problema datoriei de razboi a
Romaniei fatd de America.

In acea vreme, pentru orice diplomat, indiferent din ce tard provenea,
implicarea intr-o chestiune n care era avuta in vedere America reprezenta mai mult
decat o tentatie de moment. A fi angajat in solutionarea unei asemenea probleme,
indiferent de rezultate chiar, avea o semnificatie speciald, mai ales pentru un

136 [
Ibidem.
187 «“Titulescu Sails Praising Mellon”, n "The New York Times", 10 ianuarie 1926, I, p. 25.
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diplomat convins ca el trebuia sa fie "alesul”, dincolo de circumstante sau de cutume,
chiar.

La 17 ianuarie 1926, Prinful Anton Bibescu a parasit Roménia, indreptandu-se
catre Washington, DC, pentru a-si prezenta scrisorile de revocare Presedintelui
Coolidge. Consemnand acest anunt, "The New York Times" renunta pentru moment
la eludarea circumstantiala a deteriorarii relatiilor dintre Nicolae Titulescu si Anton
Bibescu, recunoscind ca, finalmente, "neinfelegerea” intervenita intre ei "este
raspunzdatoare pentru fosta chemare", adica "diferendul declansat In jurul restituirii
datoriei de rdzboi a Romdniei cdtre Statele Unite”®. In ziua urmitoare, acelasi
important ziar, circumspect ca intotdeauna, isi informa cititorii ca s-a primit un mesaj
in care Legatia roméand din Londra a negat ca Titulescu ar fi facut declaratii care au
determinat renuntarea la serviciile diplomatice ale lui Bibescu. O informatie
provenitd din capitala Angliei considera ca "obiecfia la adresa Prinfului Bibescu,
care se va intoarce curdnd sd-si prezinte scrisoarea de rechemare ca Ministru roman
la Washington, a venit dintr-o sursa americand, ca rezultat, in parte, al criticarii
americanilor de citre Printesa Bibescu*°. Asa cum era de presupus, Washingtonul
a dezmintit o asemenea afirmatie, informéandu-si cititorii cd Printul era asteptat sa
soseasca la New York City in ziva de 3 februarie 1926. La 18 ianuarie 1926, apoi,
Printesa Bibescu, aflatd la Beverly Hills, ca oaspete al lui Douglas Fairbanks si Mary
Pickford, a dezmintit si ea informatiile care o priveau'*.

Comentariile rezervate de "The New York Times", ""cazului Anton Bibescu", au
mai continuat un timp, intrucat un asemenea subiect se preta la colportarea unor
scenarii fanteziste, care faceau deliciul unui anumit public. La 22 ianuarie 1926,
Secretarul Frank B. Kellogg a dezmintit informatiile la care a recurs presa,
pretinzand ca Bibescu "a fost rechemat la cererea Departamentului de Stat. Aceasta
rechemare a fost initiatd de guvernul romdn, a declarat el, dupa intoarcerea acasa a
Comisiei Romdne a Datoriilor de Razboi. Declaratia Secretarului de Stat a fost
trimisd lui Culbertson, ministrul american in Romania™*.

Presa londoneza a procedat la fel, transformand "cazul" ntr-un subiect cu
priza la public, in discutarea caruia s-a implicat si "The Daily Express", care scria ca
"Nu e nici un secret ca Printul Bibescu nadajduia postul de la Londra cdnd s-a
casatorit cu Elizabeth Asquith”™*. Mergand mai departe cu acest gen de sondaj
provocat cu o intentie anume, autorul textului conchidea ca Titulescu si-a exprimat
nemultumirea, declardnd cd "Prinful Bibescu nu a facut nimic pentru a facilita
activitatea misiunii datoriei de rdzboi la Washington™*,

La 28 ianuarie 1926, "The New York Times" publica o informatie primita de la
Bucuresti, cu o zi mai inainte, in care se preciza ca "Radu T. Djuvara, Consilier la
Legatie si fost secretar al Legatiei din Londra, a fost desemnat de Ministerul de
Externe al Romdniei ca Insdrcinat cu Afaceri la Washington, succeddndu-l pe

128 »The New York Times", 18 ianuarie 1926, p. 14.

1% |dem, 19 ianuarie 1926, p. 5.

10 1bidem.

W «Kellogg Denies Asking Bibesco's Recall”, in "The New York Times", 23 ianuarie 1926, p. 7.
Y2 «Discuss Bibesco's Recall”, in "The New York Times", 25 ianuarie 1926, p. 2.

3 Ipidem.
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Prinul Anton Bibescu™*. Apoi, zece zile mai tarziu, acelasi cunoscut organ de presi
washingtonian anunta ca Printul Anton Bibescu, fost ministru la Washington, "a fost
rechemat la Bucuresti, pentru un post in Ministerul de Externe"*. "Pardsind Statele
Unite, declara el, vreau sa spun ca acei cinci ani pe care i-am petrecut aici au fost
printre cei mai placuti din viata mea §i ca sunt recunoscadtor tuturor prietenilor care
au contribuit la afabilitatea vizitei mele"*.

Declaratiile avansate de Anton Bibescu la incheierea misiunii sale diplomatice
in Lumea Noua ldsau a se intelege ca el a iubit sincer aceasta tard, unde a reprezentat
cu pricepere si demnitate interesele Romaniei. Indiferent ce s-a Spus ori se va spune
despre aceastd experientd, prezenta sa dincolo de Ocean a fost una benefica pentru
Romania si pentru desfasurarea fireasca a raporturile romano - americane din acei
ani. El nu a fost un simplu functionar, a carui misiune sa se fi limitat doar la o
prezentd fastidioasa, afisatd cu prilejul unor manifestiri ocazionale. Personalitate
complexd, ancoratd firesc si sincer in aria realitatilor americane si a raporturilor
Romaniei cu America, Anton Bibescu a afirmat prin prezenta si prin activitatea sa
interesele Romaniei si spiritul unei tari care 1si dobandise adevarata identitate in anii
Marelui Razboi, luptand pe aceeasi baricada pe care a luptat si America.

Aceleasi aprecieri se cuvin a fi avansate si despre Nicolae Titulescu, acela
care, dupa ce a fost ministru al Romaniei la Londra, a condus in mai multe randuri
diplomatia tarii sale, ca ministru de Externe.

Cele doud individualitati s-au cunoscut indeajuns si, dincolo de firestile
diferente afisate in timp, si-au slujit tara asa cum nu multi contemporani de-ai lor au
reusit, intr-o vreme cind Romania traversa un timp al adevaratei sale afirmari
internationale. Fiecare dintre cele doua personalitati si-au demonstrat Tn anii 1914 -
1918 patriotismul, contribuind apoi la afirmarea internationala a tarii lor.

Desi Nicolae Titulescu si Anton Bibescu pot parea individualitati diferite din
multe puncte de vedere, pe amandoi i-au unit interesele si afirmarea prestigiului
international al Romaniei. Avand preocupari intrucdtva asemandtoare, activitatea lor
s-a interferat, uneori, in sfera relatiilor internationale ale Romaniei, indeplinind
demnitati similare, la Londra si la Washington, DC. Din nefericire, anul 1925, acela
al reglementarii problemei datoriilor de rdazboi ale Romaéniei fatd de America, s-a
repercutat Tntr-o maniera nefericita asupra relatiilor dintre ei. Totusi, acel an, care a
marcat incheierea primului sfert al secolului XX, i-a adus fata in fata si nu oriunde, ci
tocmai in America, tara pe care nu o vor uita niciodata. "Pot spune, cu fiecare ocazie
cand vin Tn contact cu americanii, marturisea Titulescu la 3 ianuarie 1926,
adresandu-se comunitatii romanesti din Cleveland, Ohio, ca n-am decdt sa ma felicit
venind aici. Toti europenii trebuie sa vada America. Fara sa vada aceasta tara
minunatd este imposibil pentru europeni sd-si imagineze asa ceva™®*'.

in biografia lui Nicolae Titulescu, tributard incd unor tipare deformante,
intentionale sau intAmplatoare, lipseste si azi acel capitol distinct dedicat relatiei sale

144 Prince Bibesco's Successor Named”, in "The New York Times", 28 ianuarie 1926, p. 2.
145 «Bibesco, Recalled by Rumania, Sails”’, in "The New York Times", 7 martie 1926, I, p. 26.
146 1}

Ibidem.
17 George G. Potra, op. cit., p. 195.
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speciale cu America. Imaginea adevarata a unei personalitati atat de complexe sufera
si azi din cauza unei asemenea incompletitudini, cAnd SUA ocupa, mai mult decét in
anii de dupa Primul Razboi Mondial, un loc unic in relatiile internationale, deci si in
cele cu Romania. Tntrucat "The New York Times" era, in anii 1925 - 1926, un ziar
citit 1n toata lumea si apreciat in mod deosebit, ne-am gandit ca textele aparute atunci
in paginile sale, despre Romania si raporturile ei cu America, ar fi interesante, azi,
cand lumea s-a schimbat din multe puncte de vedere, ajungidnd sd nu o mai putem
intelege fara a sti ce scria despre ea acest cotidian celebru. "The New York Times" a
fost si a rdmas oglinda fiecdrei zile a intregii sale aparitii, un ziar citit in Intreaga
lume, cu acelasi interes si cu pretuirea dintotdeauna.

In ultimele zile ale prezentei diplomatului roman in America, el a vizitat redactia
marelui ziar, notdnd, asa cum a procedat la 8 ianuarie 1926, ca "le-am spus lui Ochs
si Wesley sa nu mai ia nuvele despre Romdnia din Viena §i Budapesta. Promis <ca>
vor cauta <in> America <un> corespondent special™*®. In declaratia ficutd in acea
zi, el sublinia ca datoriile de razboi ale Romaniei fatd de Lumea Noua "au fost
stabilite in mod satisfdacator pentru ambele tari”, adaugand ca "finanfele Romdniei
sunt acum intr-o stare de fapt buna". Abordand apoi relatiile romano - americane,
sublinia: "stiu ca poporul meu ar fi foarte fericit daca publicul american ar aprecia
cd Romdnia doreste a lucra umar la umar cu America pentru pace in Europa si
pentru realizarea unui schimb de afaceri intre Romdnia si Statele Unite”**. Apoi,
dupa ce si-a exprimat "aprecierea pentru ospitalitatea de care s-a bucurat in Statele
Unite", conchidea, afirmand ca "intreaga istorie a Roméniei din ultimii cincizeci de
ani evidentiaza ca Romadnia a fost un factor de putere pentru pace §i productie in
sud-estul Europei"*®, lasand a se intelege ¢4, in viitor, tara sa va continua a-si asuma
aceleasi responsabilitagi.

18 Ipidem, p. 201.
122 “Says Rumania Qwes No One But America”, in "The New York Times", 9 ianuarie 1926, p. 19.
Ibidem.

UNITED STATES MAKES DEMAND ON RUMANIA
FOR SETTLEMENT ON $42,000,000 RELIEF LOAN

WASHINGTON, April 14. - Steps to press the Rumanian relief debt question to early settlement
have been initiated at Bucharest by the Washington Government.

The amount involved aggregates nearly $42,000,000, principal and interest and the loan is
viewed at the State Department as a purely relief transaction, not to be confused with the general war
debt problem.

The views of the Washington Government have been presented at Bucharest by Minister Jay in
a formal communication. It calls attention sharply to the fact that Rumania has negotiated refunding
agreements with several other Governments covering similar loans, negotiated after the American loans
had been made and for smaller amounts, but that the obligations to the United States have thus far been
ignored.

Mr. Jay, who has been appointed Ambassador to the Argentine Republic, will remain at
Bucharest indefinitely to conduct negotiations as to loan refunding, and also to press for satisfactory
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settlement of other pending questions because of his special qualifications to deal with Rumanian
problems.

Both the debt note and the decision to retain Mr. Jay at Bucharest are believed to represent
increasing dissatisfaction at the State Department with the delay in settling pending questions with that
country. These include, besides the debt, the new Rumanian mining law affecting oil explorations,
which has clauses regarded here as discriminatory against legitimately acquired American private
holdings in the Rumanian field. In some cases application of that law has been modified by the
Rumanian Government, but it still has conflicting provisions which make it difficult for the American-
financed companies to proceed with the development, of the ground they hold.

Another point in conflict has to do with American private commercial and industrial advances
made to the Rumanian Government in connection with relief and reconstruction work after the war. In
two or three cases the companies have been compelled to go into the Rumanian courts to seek
settlements, although through diplomatic pressure partial payment have been obtained by some.

Still another recent difficulty has arisen in connection with disposition of foreign-owned lands
under new Rumanian legislation. In most cases the foreigners have been recompensed in gold, but in the
case of an American an attempt was made to pay him in depreciated national Rumanian issues.

The New York Times, April 15, 1925, p. 6.
POST — ARMISTICE DEBTS

News that the Washington Administration is seeking a settlement of Rumania's debt to this
country calls attention to a fact of which the general public is not fully aware. It is that large sums were
advanced by the United States Government to various nations after the armistice in order to aid
reconstruction and to help fight starvation. Rumania's share amounted to a little more than $23,000,000,
to which was added nearly $13,000,000 for the purchase by Rumania of some of our surplus war
supplies. Poland received $178,000,000, wich amount has recently been funded. The Yugoslav State
obtained more than $50,000,000. Czechoslovakia had in the neighborhood of $100,000,000. Including
the advances to other nations, the total was a billion dollars or more.

At the time that these credits were opened there was no little criticism of them in the United
States. But President Wilson decided that, because of the surplus of American foodstuffs and material
and the great need of them in Europe, the wise course was to make large advances. As Mr. Hoover
pointed out at the time, if European purchases had been suddenly cut off after the armistice the effect on
American markets would have been disastrous. So far as concerns the disposal of surplus war material,
it was deemed best to sell it in Europe, granting credits to the purchasing nations, rather than take it
back to the United States. For such war supplies the Government received paper acknowledgments of
nearly $6000,000,000. It was charged at the time that the material so sold was worth much more. But it
is unlikely that it could have fetched better prices if put on the market.

The important thing about this class of claims is that they arose after the armistice, and so are
not, strictly speaking, war loans. It is difficult to see how even those Europeans who hold that the war
debts should be canceled or that the war expenses should be pooled can maintain that these sums should
be included in any general agreement. Yet the fact that the United States Government sees fit to hasten
the settlement of some of these debts will doubtless be described abroad as another indication of Uncle
Sam's harshness as a creditor. The Rumanian incident brings out strikingly the wisdom of the decision
to deal with each nation separately, taking full account of its financial situation and its ability to pay.
This has been the guiding principle of all our debt-funding negotiations.

The New York Times, April 16, 1925, p. 20.

RUMANIAN LOAN WAITS

War - Debt Question Must Be Settled First, Bankers Say
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Although representatives of the Rumanian Government have sounded out the American market
regarding a dollar loan, it was stated yesterday by bankers that no loan would probably be attempted for
that country until the war debt question had been taken up. Reports from Washington that the United
States Government was desirous of getting a line on Rumania's attitude toward such debt attracted
interest. Foreign financing was said to depend, so far as the public market was concerned, upon the
governmental war debt solutions.

Rumania has no public loans in America. In England it has three outstanding issues, consisting
of £23,811,00 of consolidation 4s, 1924 - 1968, £1,535,400 of external 4s, 1922 - 1942 and £9,613,212
of gold 4%s, 1913 - 1954. In addition, the country has outstanding ten public loans in France, the largest
consisting of 867,000,000 francs of 4s of 1925 - 1946 (? - n. Gh.L.F.).

The New York Times, April 16,1925, p. 31.

RUMANIA SETTLES DISPUTE

Announces Agreement With Standard Oil Interests on Mining Law

WASHINGTON, April 17. - The Rumanian Legation announced today that a settlement had
been reached with the Standard Oil interests in the dispute growing out of the new Rumanian mining
law.

Formal statement is expected by legation officials on the arrival in the United States from
Rumania of the oil company official who negotiated the agreement, which is subject to ratification by
the Board of Directors. The specific nature of the understanding was not disclosed.

The law covers oil exploration operations in Rumania and has been held by American oil
interests operating there and by the State Department to contain clauses of a discriminatory character
which hamper work on legitimately acquired oil holdings,

The New York Times, April 18, 1925, p. 13.

CULBERTSON FOR RUMANIA

Coolidge Selects Tariff Board Member to Succeed Minister Jay

WHASINGTON, April 22. - President Coolidge has selected William S. Culbertson of Kansas
to succeed Peter A. Jay as Minister to Rumania. Mr. Jay soon will be transferred to Argentina. Mr.
Culbertson, who is Vice Chairman of the Tariff Commission, has not made known whether he will
accept, nor have the usual formalities preceding a diplomatic appointment been cocluded.

State Department officials hold the Rumanian post of high importance and have canvassed the
names of numerous men to find one capable of maintaining American rights in the delicate situation
obtaining there.

The New York Times, April 23, 1925, p. 14.

NOTE IMPRESSES RUMANIA

Reply on Debt Demand Is Expected From Cabinet Next Week

Copyright, 1925, by The New York Times Company
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Special Cable to The New York Times

BUCHAREST, April 24. - The Rumanian Government, the understanding is, is profoundly
impressed by the note presented by the United States Minister, Mr. Jay, especially as it comes at the
time when the Minister of Finance is examining the proposals made by an American financial group in
regard to a loan of $100,000,000 for railway reconstruction.

Most of the Ministers being away on account of the Orthodox Easter, the note could not be
examined at once by the full Cabinet, but the Cabinet is expected to consider the question early next
week and a reply will be sent to the American Minister forthwith.

The Government press is reticent about the note. It first becam known here to the general public
through a dispatch from the Washington correspondent of The London Times of April 15, which was
fully reproduced in the Opposition press.

Minister Jay, a few days ago, presented to the Rumanian Government a note calling its attention
to the fact that it had thus far ignored the loan of $42, 000, 000 from the United States for relief work
but had negotiated refunding agreements with several other Governments covering similar loans
negotiated after the debt to Washington had been incurred.

The New York Times, April 25, 1925, p. 4.

REPORTS RUMANIAN LOAN

Bucharest Press Says S. R. Bertron Has Offered $25,000,000

BUCHAREST, Rumania, April 27. - The newspapers here assert that Samuel Reading Bertron
of the New York banking firm of Bertron, Griscom & Co., who is now in Bucharest, has offered to loan
the Rumanian Government $25,000,000 for reconditioning the State railroads.

It is stated the Government is considering the offer. Mr. Bertron today refused to discuss the
report.

Murray W. Dodge, a director of Bertron, Griscom & Co., when questioned regarding the above
report last night, said that if Mr. Bertron was abroad arranging a loan for the Rumanian Government he
did not known anything about it.

The New York Times, April 28, 1925, p. 28.

CULBERTSON IS MADE MINISTER TO RUMANIA

Succeeds Peter A. Jay, Who Will Go to Argentina as Ambassador

Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, April 28. - Announcements that William S. Culbertson of Kansas, Vice
Chairman of the Tariff Commission, had been chosen as Minister to Rumania, were confirmed today by
his official appointment. He succeeds Peter A. Jay, who becomes Ambassador to Argentina.

This promotion came about as the result of pressure by Senator Curtis and the reported
agreement that President Harding had consented to find a place for Mr. Culbertson in the diplomatic or
forein trade service.

Mr. Culbertson was active in leading the fight against members of the Tariff Commission voting
on schedules in which they or members of their families were interested. He also sought to discredit
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members of the commission in this fight, and it is asserted furnished the La Follette wing of the party
information which was used in the campaign.

By the retirement of Mr. Culbertson the Administration will have control of the Tariff
Commission, or at least have members on it which are not inclined to submit recommendations
embarrassing Republican policies. Alfred P. Dennis was appointed recently to succeed David J. Lewis.

Another aspect of the Culbertson retirement is that it satisfied a political situation in Kansas. It
has been said that Culbertson intended becoming aggressive against Senator Curtis if the desired
diplomatic post was not given him.

Mr. Jay, who is retiring as Minister to Romania in order to become Ambassador to Argentina, is
understood to be making considerable progress with negotiations now going forward between the
United States Government and the Government of Rumania. When these have reached a suitable stage it
is expected that Mr. Jay will leave Bucharest, and that the departure of Mr. Culbertson for his new post
will be timed accordingly.

The New York Times, April 29, 1925, p. 2.
King Ferdinand of Rumania Ill

BUCHAREST, June 11 (AP). - King Ferdinand of Rumania is in such poor health that his
physicians have ordered him to go immediately to a French resort for about two months. Parliament will
adjourn on Saturday until the King returns. Inability to present credentials during the absence of the
King is expected to delay until August the arrival in Bucharest of the new American Minister, William
S. Culbertson.

The New York Times, June 12, 1925, p. 12.
Rumania to Send Debt Mission

BUCHAREST, Rumania, July 21 (AP). - J. G. Duca, Minister of Foreign Affairs, today notified
the American Chargé d'Affaires that the Rumanian Government had decided to send to Washington a
commission to examine with the American Government bases for a settlement of Rumania's war debt to
the United States.

The New York Times, July 22, 1925, p. 5.

PRODS RUMANIA ON DEBT

New Minister Said to Have Intimated America Wants Action

PARIS, Aug<ust> 11 (AP). - It is understood in well-informed circles here that William S.
Culbertson, the new American Minister to Rumania who arrived at Bucharest two weeks ago, has made
it known plainly to the Rumanian Government that Washington desires action, not words, in respect to
Rumania's war debt to the United States.

It is understood that J. G. Duca, Rumanian Foreign Minister, after about three months' delay,
intimated to the American Chargé d'Affaires at Bucharest before Mr. Culbertson's arrival that the
Rumanian Government would send a commission of "financial experts" to Washington to discuss a
preliminary basis for funding the debt.

The State Department replied in effect, it is learned here, that the United States would not be
particularly interested in a preliminary funding discussion with financial experts, but preferred a visit
from fully empowered representatives of the Rumanian Government authirized to conclude an
agreement.
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The New York Times, August 12, 1925, p. 32.
COOLIDGE'S DECISION ON BELGIAN DEBT TO BE FAR - REACHING
It Is Expected to Govern Policy to All Nations Whose Obligations Are Unfunded

LOW INTEREST IS DEMANDED

Mellon and Smoot Will Discuss Question With President at Plymouth Tomorrow
OPPOSITION IN WASHINGTON
Some Leaders Predict Congress Will Not Grant Less Than British Interest Rate

Special to The New York Times

PLYMOUTH, V<ermon>t, Aug<ust>. 15. - The conference scheduled for Monday between
President Coolidge and Secretary of the Treasury Mellon and Senator Smoot, representing the American
Debt Commission, is expected to decide the principle upon which this Government will deal with all
nations whose war debts to this country have not yet been funded.

In the old homestead where he took the oath of office as President and hoped to spend a few
days with his father undisturbed by public questions. President Coolidge will be called upon by these
visiting commissioners to make the decision, which the commissioners have no power to do, as to
whether better terms and lower interest rates for funding her debts shall be granted to Belgium than
were given to Great Britain.

President Coolidge has laid down the policy that all the debtor nations must pay their full
indebtedness, including principal and interest. But he has said that leniency must be shown to the
countries whose financial condition justifies such treatment. In other words he is willing to make the
terms according to the ability of the nations to pay.

Secretary Mellon and Senator Smoot want to learn whether the President will agree to lower
interest rates and longer maturity for Belgium. If so, they will tell the Belgian commission that the
Administration will recommend to Congress more favorable conditions for the funding of the debt.

President Coolidge is represented as not being inclined to reach such a conclusion hastily,
because he knows that France and Italy will demand similar terms, and this will mean a loss to
American taxpayers. It is known that there will be some opposition in Congress to lowering the interest
rate, and therefore the President, it is said, will proceed most carefully and only after he has been
convinced that the terms favored by the American commissioners represent the best that the debtor
nations can give.

Urges Rumania to Fund Debt

BUCHAREST, Rumania, Aug<ust> 15 (AP). - Prince Antoine Bibesco, Rumanian Minister to
the United States, who has arrived here from Washington, is understood to have strongly urged upon his
Government the necessity of funding Rumania’s war debt to the United States.

He also has recommended an early settlement of the claims by the Baldwin Locomotive
Company against Rumania.

Prince Bibesco has had long conferences with Foreign Minister Duca here and with Finance
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Minister Bratiano, whom he saw in Paris, and he is said to have informed both officials that Rumania
cannot hope to float a loan in the United States until a debt settlement is made.

Rumania's total indebtedness to the United States on May 16 was $46,508,661.17 with
$2,057,494.22 having been paid on account. Early in July Prince Bibesco was instructed by his
Government to return to Bucharest to discuss the debt situation.

The claim of the Baldwin Locomotive Company against the Rumanian Government is for
locomotives delivered in 1919-1920, and in March the concern started suit in the Rumanian courts te
recover the outstanding balance of aproximately $2,000,000 which was due. In February it was reported
from Bucharest that definite agreement to liquidate this debt was expected.

The New York Times, August 16, 1925, pp. 1 - 2.
Rumania Fuel Oil Embargo Off

In response to the urgent request of prodocers that the embargo on exports of fuel oil be raised,
the Rumanian Government has recently permitted the shipment abroad of 50,000 tons, subject to an
export tax of 1,000 lei per car load. This permission is extended subject to the assurance that the needs
of the internal market will first be satisfied, and that the freedom of export will not be used as a motive
for increasing the domestic price on fuel oil. At the same time, the tax on export gas oil was reduced
from 4,000 lei to 2,000 lei per car load. It is expected that, the reported over-large stocks now held will
be relieved by these moves. Stocks in storage how available for export are estimated at 100,000 tons.

The New York Times, August 16, 1925, p. 7.

GRANTS AMERICAN REQUEST

Rumania Accords Diplomatic Status to Treasury Agents

Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Aug<ust> 22.- The Rumanian Government has indicated its willingness to
accord diplomatic status to the Treasury agents of the United States who may be stationed in Rumania
for the purpose of gathering data among manufactures as to cost of production, and other matters
pertinent to purposes of the United States tariff law of 1922, it was learned officially today.

It is understood that the only other country among the many addressed on the subject to reply
favorably is Hungary. Virtually all the great manufacturing countries of Europe, including Great Britain,
France and Germany, have indicated, either formally or informally, that they are not disposed to grant
diplomatic status to Treasury agents.

The State Department is understood to have felt no surprise at this action on the part of the
various countries, but was required to approach them on the subject, in pursuance of a resolution
adopted by the last Congress.

Most of the Governments which have thus far declined to accede to the request for granting
diplomatic status to Treasury agents have nevertheless indicated their willingness to cooperate as far as
possible in the work of the agents.

The New York Times, August 23, 1925, p. 19.
Rumania Announces Plans
BUCHAREST, Rumania, Aug<ust> 31 (AP). - The Rumanian Government has officially

notified the American Legation that its Debt Commission is proceeding to the United States at an early
date, probably the beginning of October, to seek a settlement. The members of the commission will be
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named when the Finance Minister, Vintila Bratiano, returns to Bucharest about Sept<ember> 5.

Possibly the Rumanian representatives at the Interparliamentary Union Conference at
Washington will be empowered to conclude a debt agreement, as there are financial experts among the
delegates. It is understood that M. Bratiano originally intended to head the commission, but was
dissuaded by Prince Antoine Bibesco, the Rumanian Minister to the United States.

[The total indebtedness of Rumania is $46,508,661, of which, on May 15, the principal was
$36,128,494, and accrued interest $10,380,166. At that time Rumania had paid $1,794,180 on the
principal and $263,313 on account of interest.]

The New York Times, September 1, 1925, p. 6.
Rumania to Send Titulesco

BUCHAREST, Sept<ember> 1 (AP). - Nicholas Titulesco, Rumanian Minister to London and former
Minister of Finance, is understood to have been selected to head the Rumanian debt funding mission
which is expected shortly to go to Washington.

The New York Times, September 2, 1925, p. 4.

FRANCE'S DEBT DATA STUDIED BY EXPERTS

Information on Her Ability to Pay Gathered in Washington Ready for Conference

MEETINGS BEGIN SEPT<EMBER> 24

Rumania Sends Word That Her Debt Commission Will Arrive Here In October

Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Sept<ember> 10. - The American Debt Funding Commission has been
gathering a large amount of data and information bearing on the French debt question and the ability of
France to pay and is making a careful study of all this material, it was stated at the Treasury Department
today.

It is the desire of Secretary Mellon, Chairman of the commission, to have each member of fully
acquainted as possible with the problems to be discussed when the American and French commission
begin their conferences here, which are expected to start about Sept<ember> 24.

Economic considerations alone will guide, is was asserted, in reaching conclusions on the debt
setlement. While the moral obligation in the Belgian settlement occasioned by the agreement of
President Wilson at the time of the signing of the Versailles Treaty was admited to have received
consideration, the capacity of Belgium to pay her debt to the United States was the real factor on which
the terms were based.

Secretary Hoover, one of the members of the commission, is making a careful investigation of
the debt problem, particularly from the commercial angle although he will give intimate study also to
the question from its broader aspects.

The Rumanian Government has informed the United States Government that it will send a debt
funding commission to the United States late in October with full powers to negotiate a settlement of the
Rumanian debt to the United States.

This decision is the culmination of a long series of negotiations between representatives of the
United States and the Rumanian authorities which included several sharp notes from Washington
insisting that the Rumanian Government take action. The difficulty experienced by Rumania in
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obtaining much needed loans in the United States before a definite decision was reached on the question
of refunding the Rumanian debt to the United States is said to have been an important consideration in
bringin about the decision.

The first proposal made by the Rumanian Government was that a technical commission be sent
to the United States to discuss the capacity of Rumania to pay. This proposal was not satisfactory to the
United States Government which insisted that the technical commission was not necessary and that any
commission sent must have full power to make a settlement along the lines of the British agreement. It
was pointed out that any proposal the Rumanians might make must meet the approval of Congress and
that the burden of proof would lie with the Rumanians.

The New York Times, September 11, 1925, p. 6.

WASHINGTON, Sept<ember> 14 (AP). - Reports current recently in Rumania that Prince
Bibesco, Rumanian Minister to the United States, who is now at home on leave, would be transferred to
the diplomatic mission in Rome, were denied in a cablegram received today at the legation from the
Prince himself. The Minister said that he would return to Washington in October, and that there had
been no discussion regarding his transfer.

The New York Times, September 15, 1925, p. 6.

RUMANIANS COMING OCT<OBER> 10

Finance Minister Confers on Debt With Treasury Officials

BUCHAREST, Rumania, Sept<ember> 16 (AP). - Vintila Bratiano, Finance Minister, called a
conference of Treasury officials today to discuss the forthcoming visit to the United States of the Debt
Funding Commission headed by M. Titulesco, Minister to Great Britain.

Later he announced that the commission would leave Bucharest Oct<ober> 10. A list of the
members of the delegation will be made public in a few days.

The New York Times, September 17, 1925, p. 6.

RUMANIA LOAN RUMORED

America Bankers in Bucharest to Confer on $100,000,000 Financing

BUCHAREST, Sept<ember> 17 (AP). - Samuel Reading Bertron, New York banker, accompanied by
officers of the American-European Utilities Corporation and representatives of the American railroad
equipment manufactures, arrived in Bucharest today.

The local newspapers report that a loan of $100,000,000 for various public utilities entreprises
will be taken under consideration as soon as Mr. Bertron and his associates confer with representatives
of the Rumanian Ministry of Finance.

The New York Times, September 18, 1925, p. 36.
RUMANIAN DEBT ENVOYS NAMED
BUCHAREST, Rumania, Sept<ember> 20 (AP). - Rumania's debt commission, which is due to

leave for Washington Oct<tober> 10, was appointed today. Nicholas Titulesou (sic!), Minister to Great
Britain, heads the commission. The other members are Eftimie Antonesou (sic!), who went to
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Washington on a similar mission in November, 1922; Emanuel Ginan (sic!), Director of the Rumanian
Reparation Commission; Victor Badulesou (sic!) and Savel Radulesou (sic!), financial expert.

The New York Times, September 21, 1925, p. 19.

RUMANIA DROPS LOAN PLAN

Finance Ministry to Await Funding of Debt to United States

BUCHAREST, Sept<ember> 30 (AP). - The press quotes officials of the Ministry of Finance as
saying that Vintila Bratiano, head of that department, has broken off all loan negotiations with
American bankers pending the funding of the Rumanian war debt to the United States. The newspapers
declared further that those in a position to know assert that this action is due to the State Department's
having cold-shouldered any loan negotiations at this time.

The Rumanian commission for the funding of Rumania's debt to the United States is expected to
leave for Washington early in October. Recently there have been negotiations between the Rumanian
Finance Minister and American interests relative to a loan of $100,000,000 needed for State railroads.

The New York Times, October 1, 1925, p. 40.

CHARGES RUMANIA FOSTERED OIL PLOT

Vienna Newspaper Says Letters Were Forged
to Give Standard Oil a Bad Name in Country

Copyright, 1925, by The New York Times Company

Special Cable to The New York Times

VIENNA, Oct<ober> 6. - A story detailing what is said to be the Rumanian Government's
campaign against American oil interests in Rumania by means of reputedly forged documents was told
by the Allgemeine Zaitung here tonight. The issue of the Hungarian journal Vilag of Maros Vasarhely
in Transylvania, which originaly published the forgeries, has been suppressed by the Rumanian police,
it is pointed out.

The document referred to is a forged letter supposedly written by Albert Woltman, general
manager of the Standard Oil Company's office in Rumania, to the American Ambassador at Berlin. This
letter speaks of the "systematic destruction of the Rumanian petroleum interests by sabotage" to be
organized by Americans.

It is pointed out that it is well known here that the Rumanian Government has been carrying on
a war against the encroachment of Americans in the Rumanian oil business. The Banca Romanesca
(sich), in which Ministers Duca and Bratianu are the chief directors, is the leading institgator (sic!) in the
campaign against America and represents Rumanian capital in the home oil industry, it is declared.

When the American Minister left Bucharest somewat demonstratively some time ago, declaring
that America was not interested in the Rumanian oil industry, the Banca Romanesca (sic!), the paper
says, started a regular blackmail campaign against the Standard Oil Company, accusing it of anti-
Rumanian activities and of endeavoring to monopolize the market.

Several British directors were deported from Rumania at the time. It has even been said that the
burning of the Standard Qil wells at Moreni, the full story of which was cabled at the time, was not a
mere accident. This campaign was interrupted for a time, the paper declares, but was revived with great
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vigor when it became known that America would insist on repayment of its war debt.

The Rumanian press campaign reached its high-water mark when Minister Duca returned from
Geneva. This coincidence is now explained by the Allgemeine Zeitung, which asserts that M. Duca
obtained at Geneva the counterfeit Woltman letter forged by the notorious international swindler, Chaim
Rozescu Bozin, formerly a spy employed by the Soviet Legation at Berlin.

At the time of M. Duca's return from Geneva the Standard QOil's largest well at Moreni had been
burning four weeks. The Rumanian Press made mysterious references to the origin of the fire, at the
same time publishing stories about the ever-increasing interest of Americans in Rumanian oil. The
papers even said that members of the Rockefeller family had visited Bucharest frequently, laying siege
on the Rumanian Ministers. Journals close to the Rumanian Government threatened the publication of
compromising documents.

It will be recalled that when the fire started at Moreni an American driller, Bill Cannon, was
attacked by a Rumanian mob when fleeing from the burning well. The mob tried to lynch the American,
whom they accused of having started the fire. Cannon escaped by covering his retreat with pistol fire. It
is evident now that the Rumanian mob had been incited against the Americans by its own Government's
campaign charging that the Americans wished to destroy Rumanian oil in order to limit the output and
maitain high prices, the paper says.

According to the Allgemeine Zeitung, the United States Government has already taken
diplomatic steps in the matter of the forged letter.

The New York Times, October 7, 1925, p. 44.

RUMANIA FUNDS ONE DEBT

Has Forty Years to Pay Off £26,000,000 Owing to Britain

BUCHAREST, Oct<ober> 13 (AP). - The Rumanian newspaper announce that M. Titulesco,
Minister in London, has reached a tentative agreement with the British Government for the funding of
Rumania's £26,000,000 war debt to Great Britain.

It will be liquidated in forty years, with a 3% per cent, annual payment covering interest and
amortization charges.

The Rumanian delegation now is scheduled to sail for the United States on Oct<ober> 31.

The New York Times, October 14, 1925, p. 12.
Rumania Facilitates Oil Exports

BUCHAREST, Rumania, Oct<ober> 18 (AP). - Because of constantly increasing stocks of
residue from the rapidly rising crude oil production, the Government has decided to remove all
restriction on the export of fuel oil. Henceforth only an export tax, amounting to approximately 30

cents a ton, will have to be paid.

The New York Times, October 19, 1925, p. 4.

CHARGES MISRULE CRIPPLES RUMANIA

Observer Reports Political and Economic Mismanagement Ruining the Nation
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BLAMES THE LIBERAL PARTY

He Says the Bratianu Regime Favors the Banks, and Cites Wheat Failure and Oil Fiasco

Copiright, 1925, by The New York Times Company
By Wireless to The New York Times

VIENNA, Oct<ober> 18. - Behind the recent collapse of the Rumanian wheat market, causing
bankruptcies running up to $10,000,000 in the port of Braila alone, and reverberating throughout all
mid-European markets, loom the systematic depredation of one of the world's richest countries by a
gang of politicians, according to a neutral observer who is just back from an extended study trip to
Rumania.

In a talk with The New York Times correspondent he presented an astounding picture of
political and economic mismanagement for which, he says, the Rumanian Liberal Party now in power is
responsible, and which prevents the Rumanian nation from coming into her own as the leading nation of
Eastern Central Europe.

"The Liberal Party in Rumania is the strongest and closest knit political group of its kind in the
world," he said. "It controls 90 per cent. of the Rumanian banks and thereby the entire economic life of
the country. It directs legislation according to its own needs.

"Thus, it has enacted an extremely heavy export duty on the country's chief export, wheat. Last
Spring the big Rumanian grain exporter in Braila sold a large part of the crop abroad for Autumn
delivery. Owing to the export duty enacted in the meantime they are now unable to deliver it at the
contracted prices. This fact, as well as the huge quantities of Russian wheat dumped by the Soviet
Government on Western markets, drove three of the largest Rumanian wheat exporters into bankruptcy
and left the country smothered under the weight of its own bumper crop, thus made unsalable."”

"Just watch out," the authority added. "Before long, the Bratianu Government will find occasion
to abolish the wheat export duty. In the meantime the economic dummies of the so-called Liberal Party
will have bought up the wheat supply in the country at their own prices and will export it merrily.

"But the wheat speculation of the Government party is only one of the more glaring instances of
the entire system. Another cardinal item in the Liberal Party's program of spoliation is the systematic
bullying of foreign enterprise and capital,” the observer says.

"This became apparent in the recent campaign of the Government against American oil interests.
The reason for the Liberal Party's anti-foreign attitude is that they want the profits all for themselves and
believe they are strong enough in every way to do without foreign assistance, which implies foreign
control. Their point is that Rumania is absolutely self-contained and self-supporting, and they don't give
a rap for foreign opinion.

"The Democratic Opposition in Rumania charges that the country won't get a loan abroad as
long as the Liberal Party's mismanagement continues.

"To this the Liberals answer, 'What of it'. Let foreigners stay where they are.’

"In this respect the Liberals somewhat overestimate their own strength, as Rumania has plenty
of everything it needs except cash. This lack of cash and the undeveloped state of checking account
clearing facilities seriously hamper Rumania's commercial development.

"While the Liberal Party's economic tyranny drains the country's wealth into the party's bank
coffers, indirectly this same misrule is responsible for political despotism obtaining in the country,” the
observer declares.

"In accordance with the time-honored recipe, the Liberal Government tries to compensate or
rather to drug the people by policies of extreme chauvinism. The oppresion of the non-Rumanian
minorities, such as the Magyars, Jews and Transilvanian Germans, chiefly serves as a camouflage for
the Liberal régime's economic transactions. The wave of violent anti-Semitism now sweeping Rumania
also is artificially nurtured by the Government in order to make the people forget their wrongs and
shove the blame on the Jews.

"There are great nervousness and continuous suspense in Rumania owing to the Besarabian
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problem, which everybody knows will sooner or later have to be settled with Russia by force of arms.
Despite this growing quarrel with her mighty neighbor and the extreme tension owing to oppression of
the national minorities, it would be a great mistake to think that the Rumanian State rests on a weak
foundation.

"First of all, whatever may be charged against the Liberal régime in political and economic
respects, it must be admitted that they have done an excellent job in developing the Rumanian Army.
This is wonderfully organized, equipped and trained, and is undoubtedly the strongest force in this part
of the world. Even in case of a war with Russia the result would be by no means a foregone conclusion
despite Russia's overwhelming size.

"Another great source of strenght to the Rumanian State is the extreme weakness,
disorganization and political incapacity of the opposing minorities. While the highly cultured
Transylvania Germans will gradually come to terms with Rumanian rule, the much more numerous and
embittered Magyars do not represent an important factor, as they are badly led and are incapable of
united action.

The New York Times, October 19, 1925, p. 9.

SCALES RUMANIA'S DEBT

BUCHAREST, Oct<ober> 26 (AP). - On the basis of the recent agreement in London for the
liquidation of Rumania's war debt of £26,000,000 to Great Britain, it is stated on good authority that the
debt has been scaled down £10,000,000 to cover Great Britain's share in the allied devastation of
Rumanian oil filds previous to German occupation.

The understanding is that the Rumanian Government, in turn, will indemnify private companies
for their losses. The Standard Oil Company's claims alone on this account is about $10,000,000.

It is expected that the Titulescu Mission will be also reach a basis of settlement of Rumania’s
war debt to France soon.

The New York Times, October 27, 1925, p. 34.
RUMANIANS HERE TO FUND THEIR DEBT

Titulesco, Chief of Mission, Says Its Power for Agreement
Is Subject to Parliament

VOICES HOPE OF SUCCESS

Delegation Arrives on Aquitania and Is Escorted at Once toWashington

The Rumanian War Debt Commission arrived here on the Aquitania yesterday morning and left
in the afternoon for Washington, where it will negotiate with the American Debt Commission for the
funding of the Rumanian war debt to the United States.

Nicholas Titulesco, President of the Rumanian delegation, who is Rumanian Minister at London
and was formerly Minister of Finance, expressed Rumania's sincere wish for a fair settlement. He said:

"The Rumanian delegation on touching American soil is impelled to express its profound
gratitude for the precious help given to Rumania by the United States of America during the great war,
and which we shall never forget.

"Rumania considers that the respect of international engagements is a principle without which
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civilized life is impossible and has always recognized her debt toward the United States. Desiring today
a settlement, equitable for both countries, of the problem of war debts, on the solution of which depends
the development of the relations which the United States and Rumania should have in the interest of the
great constructive work of peace, the Rumanian delegation is animated by a sincere wish to reach an
agreement.

"Once war debts are acknowledged, their settlement raises the question of the capacity and
modalities of payment. The Rumanian delegation will state absolutely frankly and loyally all the factors
which it considers should be taken into consideration.

"It is difficult for me to imagine, knowing as | do the sentiments with which we are animated,
and the spirit of justice of which the United States has given proof on every occasion, that a settlement
will not be reached.

"I would add that the Rumanian delegation has full authority to negotiate and to sign, subject, of
course, to ratification by Parliament.”

The other members of the commission were M. Annontescu (sic!), Vice President, and Messrs.
Badulesco (sic!), Radulesco (sic!), Slavesco (sic!), Guian (sic!) and Cioton (sic!). Mr. Titulesco (sic!)
was accompanied by his wife.

A revenue cutter met the Aquitania at Quarantine and took the Debt Commission to the Battery,
whence the members motored to the Hotel Pennsylvania for luncheon before taking the 3:30 train to
Washington.

Prince Bibesco, the Rumanian Minister at Washington; Frank Higgins, representing the State
Department, and Henry G. Stuart, Assistant Collector of the Port of New York, representing the
Treasure Department, met the delegation.

The New York Times, November 7, 1925, p. 4.
Rumanian Debt Negotiations Begin

The American Commission met this morning with the Rumanian delegation to discuss the
funding of that country's debt of about $46,000,000 to the United States. Secretary Mellon, in greeting
the Rumanian mission, expressed the belief of the American Commission that an amicable settlement
would be reached fair to both nations. Mr Titulesco, President of the Romanian mission, made the
following reply:

"On coming in touch with the United States World War Foreign Debt Commission, the first task
of the Rumanian delegation is to express our deep gratitude for the help received from the United States
in the difficult years we had to pass during the great war.

"The second task of the delegation is to tell you that we have come here in the firm intention of
reaching a settlement which will allow Rumania to pay her debt to the United States Government on
terms to be agreed upon between us, which will take into account, among other factors of the problem,
our present possibilities and their future development, so that both countries will be mutually satisfied.

"I wish to end by assuring the honorable commission that you will find us delegates animated
not only by the consciousness of our obligations and the exigencies of justice, but also negotiators of a
practical turn of mind, who will endeavor to remain all the time on the solid ground of reality, which, in
our opinion, is an essential condition for the successful octcome of our mission."

It was announced that the next meeting with the Rumanian delegation would be held after final
action had been taken on the Italian debt.

The New York Times, November 10, 1925, p. 40.
Rumania to Fund All War Debts
BUCHAREST, Nov<ember> 11 (AP). - The Rumanian Debt Commission now in Washington

at the completion of the negotiations with the American Debt Funding Commission will visit Paris and
Rome to carry on similar negotiations there. The mission is to arrange for funding Rumania's war debt
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of approximately 1,000,000,000 francs to France and 100,000,000 lire to Italy. A provisional agreement
has already been signed for funding Rumania's debt of £20,000,000 to Great Britain.

The New York Times, November 12, 1925, p. 40.

REJECTS RUMANIA'S OFFER

American Commission Submits Counter-Proposal for Debt Settle

WASHINGTON, Nov<ember> 21 (AP). - The American Debt Commission has declined to
accept the first formal offer for a funding of Rumania's debt to the United States, and submitted to the
Rumanian commission a counter-proposal today.

The formula submitted to the Rumanians is substantially the terms of the British-American
settlement, with modifications to meet Rumania's particular situation.

The Rumanians have promised a reply Tuesday, and both commissions appear to expect a
settlement.

The New York Times, November 22, 11, 1925, p. 19.

RUMANIA PLANS TO PAY

Budget Sets Aside $4,500,000 for Service of Debt Here

BUCHAREST, Nov<ember> 23 (AP). - Rumania's budget for 1926, which will be presented by
Finance Minister Vintila Bratiano to the Chamber of Deputies this week, sets aside about 1,000,000,000
lei (about $4,500,000) for the service of Rumania's debt to the United States and other inter-allied debts.

The total of the budget is about 38,250,000,000 lei (about $172,000,000), as compared with
31,750,000,000 lei last year.

The New York Times, November 24, 1925, p. 4.

AGREEMENT ON DEBT OF RUMANIA REACHED

To Be Settled on Basis of $44,591,000 Principal - Payments Spread Over 62 Years

Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Dec<ember> 1. - An agreement has been reached for the settlement of the
Rumanian debt to the United States.

Under the agreement the debt will be settled on the basis of a principal sum of $44,591,000, as
of June 15, 1925, after interest calculations, the Rumanian Government te repay the principal of the
funded debt over a period of sixty-two years with interest at 3 per cent. a year for the first decade and
3% per cent. a year thereafter.

With the Rumanian debt agreement negotiated, coming as it has quickly on the heels of the
Italian debt settlement, most of the important war-time debts have been funded. Agreements have now
been entered into with eleven nations as follows: Great Britain, Hungary, Lithuania, Poland, Finland,
Latvia, Esthonia, Czechoslovakia, Belgium, Italy and Rumania. The first five have been approved by
Congress. The others are subject to Congressional approval, which will be sought by President Coolidge
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during the coming session.

Agreements are yet to be reached with Armenia, which has no Government of its own, Greece,
Yugoslavia, France, Russia, from which nothing is expected for many years, and Liberia and Nicaragua,
which owe but small sums. France, owing $4,210,556,948, is the only large debtor which has failed to
come to terms.

The New York Times, December 2, 1925, p. 2.

PRINCE BIBESCO SAILS

With Rumanian Debt Commission - Slate Clean, He Says

A passenger on the Berengaria, which sailed yesterday for Southampton, was Prince Antione
Bibesco, the Rumanian Minister to this country. With him was the Roumanian Debt Commission,
headed by Eftimie Antonesque (sic!), which has just arranged for funding the Roumanian debt.

"The slate has been wiped clean and the terms are satisfactory to both this country and my own,"
said the Prince. He expects to return to America later in the Winter.

The New York Times, December 10, 1925, p. 2.

RUMANIA SOON TO FUND ITS DEBT TO BRITAIN

Terms Are Aranged for Early Settlement of £26,000,000 War Obligation

BUCHAREST, Rumania, Dec<ember> 17 (AP). - A settlement of Rumania's war debt to Great
Britain is expected to follow quickly the settlement of the Rumanian Debt to the United States.

The newspapers announce that M. Titulesou (sic!), financial expert and head of the mission
which recently negotiated a settlement with the United States, has been authorized to sign a definite
agreement for funding this £26,000,000 debt conditional upon Great Britain's waiving the right to terms
equal to those reached with the United States.

This right is understood to have been granted in a clause of the preliminary agreement of
Oct<ober> 25, in which Great Britain specified the right of revision if Rumania was accorded better
terms by the United States.

The understanding now is that Great Britain will not insist upon revision provided the Rumanian
proposals for indemnifying oil companies for property destruction prior to the German occupation in
1916 prove acceptable.

The New York Times, December 18, 1925, p. 12.
Asked Only "Moral Credit" for Rumania

M. Nicholas Titulescu, Rumanian Minister to the Court of St. James's and Chairman of the
Rumanian Debt Funding Commission, was quoted in THE NEW YORK TIMES of Dec<ember> 20 as
sayng at a luncheon at the Yale Club that Rumania sought "moral credit" as well as "financial credit"
here. M. Titulescu explains that he said "moral credit”, only. He olso made this clear in an address four
days previously at a dinner tendered to the Rumanian delegation, when he asaid he had not come to
New York to negotiate a loan, because he consider the subject as much too serious to be touched upon
during the six days he had to stay in New York.

The New York Times, December 22, 1925, p. 6.
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REPORT BIBESCO HAS QUIT AS ENVOY

Vienna Hears Rumanian Minister Will Retire Because of Clash With Titulescu

During Debt Parley Here

Head of Debt Delegation Said to Have Resented Bibesco's Attitude

Copyright, 1926, by The New York Times Company
Special Cable to The New York Times

VIENNA, Jan<uary> 2. - A quarrel between the Rumanian Minister to Washington, Prince
Bibesco, and the Minister to London, M. Titulescu, over precedence during the debt negotiations in
America led to Prince Bibesco's retirement, following a long conference with Foreign Minister Duca
today, according to Bucharest report. It is expected that a new Minister to Washington will be appointed
soon.

M. Titulescu complained that Prince Bibesco was offended because the London Minister was
made chief of the Rumanian Debt Commission at Washington, and he himself was offended because the
Prince began negotiations before he arrived in America and because in various other ways he
compromised his position.

He said that he had to introduce himelf personally to Secretary Mellon and that a better debt
settlement was not secured, because of the mistrust Prince Bibesco's attitude aroused in America.

He accordingly cabled Duca that he would resign unless Prince Bibesco was recalled, which
caused the Government to order the Prince home.

Copyright, 1926, by The New York Times Company

Special Cable to The New York Times

LONDON, Jan<uary> 2. - Tomorrow's Sunday Times declares that Prince Bibesco, Rumanian
Minister to the United States, who married Miss Elizabeth Asquith, is in Bucharest in connection with
the Rumano-American debt funding arrangements. This newspaper says:

"Prince Bibesco, it had been expected, would be Rumania’s chief delegate at these negotiations.
The appointment, however, was given to the Rumanian Minister to London, M. Titulescu, who, as
former Finance Minister, was considered to be especially qualified for the task.

"The settlement reached between M. Titulescu and the American Debt Funding Committee has
been criticized by the Rumanian Opposition and even by some Ministerial critics, but Finance Minister
Bratiano has defended it before Parliament.

"In view, however, of this criticism, Titulescu, who is still in America, has cabled Bucharest
tendering his resignation. M. Duca, the Foreign Minister, has not agreed to accept Titulescu's
resignation as Minister to London, where he has been a great success. He is due to return to London on
Jan<uary>15."

Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Jan<ary> 2. - It has been known in diplomatic circles here for some time that
some misunderstanding has existed between Prince Bibesco, Rumanian Minister to Washington, and M.
Titulescu, Rumanian Minister to London and chief of the Debt Commission to this country which
funded the Rumanian debt, although details of their difference have not become known.
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Prince Bibesco left the United States on the Berengaria last month on what was announced as "a
leave of absence." No reports have since been received here to indicate that he will not return to this
country, and it is not known here whether the rift which occurred between the two envoys will stand in
the way of his return.

M. Titulescu is now making a tour of certain cities in the United States. He is on his way from
Cleveland to Chicago, where he is to deliver an address to members of the Rumanian community
tomorrow afternoon. He will sail for home from New York on Jan<uary> 9.

The New York Times, January 3, 1926, p. 8.

DENIES ANY HITCH ON RUMANIAN DEBT

Legation Says Negotiations Are Not Affected by Bibesco - Titulesco Quarrel

AFFAIR CALLED PERSONAL

Prince in United States Outranks the Chief of the Debt-Funding Mission

Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Jan<uary> 4. - Reports that a misunderstanding between Prince Bibesco,
Rumanian Minister to Washington, and M. Titulesco, Rumanian Minister to London and chief of that
country's Debt Mission to the United States, had influenced the outcome of the debt negotiations were
denied today by F. Nano (sic!), Chargé d'Affaires of the Rumanian Legation here.

"If there has been any misunderstanding between Prince Bibesco and Minister Titulesco,” Mr.
Nano said, "it could not have influenced in any way the result of the negotiations for funding the debt.
This legation cooperated to the fullest extent with the Rumanian Debt Funding Mission to bring about a
successful accomplishment of the negotiations".

It was stated at the legation that reports that Prince Bibesco was not asked to be a member of the
mission were inaccurate. Prince Bibesco was not asked to be a member of the mission were inaccurate.
Prince Bibesco, it was said, was asked by his Government to join the mission. He, however, preferred
not to be technically a member but to assist in his capacity as Minister to Washington. Both Prince
Bibesco and M. Titulesco called together on Secretary of the Treasury Mellon and were photographed
together at that time.

The impression prevails in diplomatic circles here that the defferences between the two envoys
is of a personal nature. It is admitted among friends of both that they were "not on the best of terms."
They are known to have been acquainted with each other for a great number of years and it is believed
that their difference is not entirely a new one.

As to their precedence, their status is considered well defined, according to diplomatic etiquette.
M. Titulesco ranks the higher in his Government's list, being classified in Grade 1 of the Rumanian
service, while Prince Bibesco is a diplomat of Grade 2. On the other hand, Prince Bibesco outranks M.
Titulesco in the United States by right of his being accredited here as Minister, while the latter is on a
special mission which gives him a subsidiary standing unless he holds a Cabinet portfolio in his own
country. M. Titulesco is a former Minister of Finance but is not now in the Cabinet.

Before leaving the United States last month Prince Bibesco called on A. W. Dulles, Chief of the
Near Eastern Division of the State Department, and informed him that he was returning to Rumania on
private business. No reports have been received here to indicate that Prince Bibesco will not return to
his post at Washington.
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The New York Times, January 5, 1926, p. 5.

WAR — DEBT DELUSIONS

Secretary MELLON said early in his lucid and powerful statement to the Ways and Means
Committee of the House that "foreign debt settlements do not seem to be clearly understood.” For that
reason he felt it necessary to call attention to "some rather elemental facts." It is a pity, we cannot but
pause to remark, that this was not done long ago by the Administration and by Republican liders in
Congress. As it is, they have allowed popular delusions about the war debt to grow up, which it will take
time and a good deal of plain speaking to dispel. Yet Secretary MELLON deserves credit for setting
forth the cold truth.

His fundamental thesis is that we cannot demand the impossible from our foreign debtors. To be
sure, our Treasury holds their official obligations. Many of these are in the form of demand notes. We
could call upon the nations to whom we loaned the money to pay up at once and in full. But on pain of
what penalty if they refused? None that we could think of trying to impose. The only way forcibly to
collect the debts would be by going to war. Everybody knows that this would be a lunatic proceeding.
True, that great pacifist, Senator BORAH, once threw out the idea that if our navy should sail to France
and present a request for prompt payment, it could sail for home presently with the money stowed away
in the safe of the Admiral in command. But as the Secretary of the Treasury states, by no peaceful
means can one nation be compelled to pay what it owes another. For the creditor nation to demand
everything immediately would be only to lead to repudiation. If the United States does not take what it
can get from its foreign debtors, it will get nothing. We might declare war at a cost of $5 for every $1
collected, but that would be ruled out of all counsels except those of Bedlam.

Agreeing to the general principle that we must accept what our European debtors are able to
pay, Secrtary MELLON points out the propriety and justice of dealing with each one separately.
However, in explaining the various settlements already made, we fear that he will only confirm many
people in their mistaken notions. He points out, for example, that the Debt Funding Commission has
stood out for the recognition of the debts entire. This, he says, was necessary in order to make it certain
that "we had our capital returned to us." But it is one thing to recognize a debt and another to obtain
terms of interest and time of payment which will amount, in effect, to a cancellation of part of it. Further
on in his statement Secretary MELLON frankly admits this. He does not try to conceal the fact that in
the case of the British agreement "we canceled 20 per cent. of the debt." The cancellation virtually
provided in the Italian debt settlement comes near to 75 per cent. The arrangement is entirely warranted
if we accept Secretary MELLON's premises. Italy cannot pay all of her foreign debts. To force her to do
it would be, as the Secretary says, to "make a China of Italy." What he means is that it would push the
Italians down to an insupportable standard of subsistence. Of course, this argument from the crushing
effects of taxation will not be lost on other debtors. We may be sure that it will not be overlooked by the
new French Ambassador, now on his way to America to settle the French debt.

Even more telling than Mr. MELLON's explanations of the bounds which must be observed in
seeking payments of the war debts is his forcible exposition of our whole situation as an exporting
nation, which makes the war debts relatively unimportant. It is a great economic truth which the
Secretary of the Treasury utters when he says "the entire foreign debt is not worth as much to the
American people in dollars and cents as is a prosperous Europe as a customer." Again the reader cannot
avoid feeling that this should years since have been placed before the public of this country by the
highest official authority. It might have prevented the cherishing of many false hopes and the being
carried away by delusions.

Had the Government itself sooner taken its courage in both hands, the people could earlier have
been educated in regard to the necessities of the case. They would have been no less eager to get the
foreign debts settled and out of the way, but they would have been more ready to take whatever our
debtors were able to pay. And they would not have so lost sight of their own real and larger interest, not
so seen things out of their true proportions and balance, as to disregard the fact that there is
demonstrably more profit, to say nothing of moral prestige, for America in a reconstructed and
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flourishing Europe than there could be in collecting every penny of the war debts.

The New York Times, January 6, 1926, p. 24.
RUMANIA TO RECALL MINISTER BIBESCO

Foreign Office Announces That Envoy to Washington Will Be Assigned Elsewhere

BUCHAREST, Rumania, Jan<uary> 6 (AP). - The Foreign Office announced tonight that
Prince Antoine Bibesco is to be recalled as Minister to the United States and assigned to a diplomatic
post elsewhere.

Prince Bibesco, who is at present in Rumania, will go to Washington shortly to present his
letters of recall.

Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Jan<uary> 6. - The announcement from Bucharest that Minister Bibesco is to
be recalled does not come as a surprise, as there has been speculation to that effect for the past ten days.
The recall is considered as having some bearing on the reported disagreement between Prince Bibesco
and M. Titulesco, Rumanian Minister to Great Britain, over the personnel of the Rumanian debt mission
to the United States.

M. Nano, charge d'affaires of the Rumanian legation, stated tonight that any misunderstanding
between Prince Bibesco ond M. Titulesco could not have influenced in any way the result of the
negotiation for funding the debt.

Statements were made some time ago that Prince Bibesco had returned to Rumania on personal
business. Nevertheless, there was an impression that he was called there by the Rumanian Foreign
Minister in connection with report of a difficulty between the Prince and M. Titulesco.

Prince Bibesco and his wife, who is te daughter of Herbert H. Asquith, former British Prime
Minister, have played an important part in the social life of Washington.

The New York Times, January 7, 1926, p. 4.

NOT SEEKING BIBESCO POST

Rumanian Minister Silent About Recall of Ambassador

Nicholas Titulesco, head of the Rumanian Debt Funding Commission and Minister to England,
declined yesterday to comment on the recall of Prince Antoine Bibesco from his post as Rumanian
Minister to the United States.

Through his secretary, M. Titulesco denied that he was seeking or was likely to receive
appointment as successor to Prince Bibesco at Washington. He would not say what his action would be
were he offered the post.

The New York Times, January 8, 1926, p. 5.

SAYS RUMANIA OWES NO ONE BUT AMERICA

Titulescu, on Eve of Sailing, Hails Agreement on Debt at Washington
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Defends Prince Carol

Soviet Still Keeps $200,000,000 Sent to Russia for Safekeeping in War, He Declares

Nicholas Titulescu, Chairman of the Rumanian Debt Funding Commission and Minister from
Rumania to London, issued a statement last night before sailing for home, saying that the Rumanian war
debt to the United States had been settled satisfactorily to both countries, that Rumania had now cleaned
her financial slate throughout the world as the result of debt consolidations, and that his country was
prepared to work for peace.

"Rumania's finances are now in good shape,” he said. "She does not owe any money in the
world except the money to the United States. Rumania's budgets have been balanced since 1921 and her
revenues are steadily increasing.

"I know that my people would be very happy if the American public would appreciate that
Rumania wants to work shoulder to shoulder with America for peace in Europe and in building up an
exchange of business between Rumania and the United States."

Talks of Carol's Abdication

He said the abdication of Prince Carol must be considered as a private matter.

"All the news connecting the abdication of Prince Carol with politics is absolutely false," he
declared. "Prince Carol has deep Rumanian feelings and it would be the greatest injustice to consider
that at any time he could do anything against the interests of his native country. All members of the
Rumanian royal family are much beloved by the whole nation. No dynastic problem exists in Rumania."

He minimized differences between himself and Prince Antoine Bibesco, Rumanian Minister to
the United States.

"Before coming to the United States with the Debt Funding Commission,"” said Mr. Titulescu, "I
tried to prevail upon Prince Bibesco to take the Chairmanship of the commission. | should have been
happy to have served under him as Chairman."

The Rumanian debt commissioner will sail today on the Berengaria. Before boarding ship last
night, he called newspaper men to his suite at the Hotel Ambassador and told them he wished to express
appreciation of the hospitality he had received in the United States.

"The whole history of Rumania during the last fifty years shows that Rumania has been a
powerful factor for peace and for production in Southeastern Europe," he said. "There is no proof that
Rumania has ever been the cause of any trouble to the peace of Europe. That is all the more remarkable
when one considers that before the great World War there were 7,000,000 Rumanians living under
foreign domination.

Oil Wells Destroyed in War

"In 1913 we produced about 1,800,000 tons of oil. In 1925 the production was increased
500,000 tons. It is true that the production was very small between 1920 and 1923, but that was because,
on account of the war, we ourselves had to destroy all of our oil wells and refining plants. We did that at
the request of the Allies. Naturally this oil situation was one of the causes which made our economic
recovery slow. But we have completely stabilized our currency at a rate forty times lower than the gold
rate which represented our pre-war money.

"Another cause for our slow economic recovery between 1919 and 1923 was the fact that at the
request of the Allies we sent to Moscow all of our gold, all of our crown jewels and our works of art
which we took out of our churches and museums. That all amounted to about $200,000,000. It was all
confiscated by the Soviet Government and has not yet been returned, although, at the Genoa conference
in 1922 it was agreed that the Soviet Government would restore to Rumania the securities deposited in
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Moscow by Rumania.

"Since the Armistice, Rumania has given complete tolerance and has expressed her sincere
good-will toward her minorities. The Jew and the Catholic, the Unitarian and the Luteran and the
members of the Reformed Church are all treated alike. There is absolutely no inequality either in the
schools or in the colleges or in the manner of worship."

Mr. and Mrs. Radu Bellian (sic!) of Boston, who are at the Ambassador, gave a luncheon there
yesterday for the Minister, who with Mrs. Titulesco is proceeding today to Paris and thence to London.

The New York Times, January 9, 1926, p. 19.

TITULESCU SAILS PRAISING MELLON

Rumanian Debt Envoy Denies.
He and Bibesco Had Clash Over Precedence

450 Aboard Berengaria

Virginian to Film Coronation of Sir Harri Singh - English Novelist Tells of New Book

Among the 450 passengers who sailed at 1 o'clock yesterday for Cherbourg and Southampton on
the Cunarder Berengaria was Nicholas Titulescu, Chairman of the Rumanian Debt Commission, and his
two colleagues, Victor Radulescu and Savel Radulescu (sic!). Mr. Titulescu was so fatigued by the work
he had performed in Washington in connection with financial matters that he boarded the Berengaria
Friday night and slept until noon yesterday, an hour before sailing time.

When asked if he had been connected in any way with the recall of Prince Antoine Bibesco as
Minister for Rumania to the United States, he replied "I do not known from any official source that
Prince Bibesco is to retire. Certainly there is nothing in the report that there was an issue between us on
the grounds of precedence. Although | was appointed Chairman of the commission to America, |
offered to serve under Prince Bibesco if he would take the leadership, and this he refused to do."

Mr. Titulescu added that he and his party hag remained in Washington considerably over the
time they had planned, because of their delight in American life. He also said that the Rumanian
Government had been so pleased with the terms of the debt settlement that the Minister of Finance had
already written his thanks to Secretary Mellon.

Another passenger who sailed on the liner was H. E. Cowling of Suffolk, Va., on his way to
Srinagar, Kashmir, India, to film the coronation of Sir Harri Singh as Maharajah of Jummu and
Kashmir. Mr. Cowling lived for nearly two years at Srinagar, the capital of the native State, and became
a personal friend of Sir Harri Singh, who sent for him to come to India and take the pictures.

Storm Jameson, an English novelist, who has been several month in this country, sailed on the
liner with her husband, Guy Chapman, and said she had completed a new book, to be published soon,
entitled "The Three Kingdoms." She said the narrative concerned the three kingdoms over which
women reigned - husband, child and career.

"Few women can be successful over more than two of the three kingdoms," she asserted. "I have
a husband, a child and a career, but | do not think | have made a complete success of all three."

Dr. Friedrich Fischerauer, Austrian Consul General here, was also a passenger, and was bidden
farewell by a large number of friends, including ex-Police Commissioner Enright.

The New York Times, January 10, 1926, 1, p. 25.

Bibesco to Present Recall Here
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Copyright 1926, by The New York Times Company

By Wireless to The New York Times

BUCHAREST, Jan<uary> 17. - Prince Antoine Bibesco has left Rumania for Washington to
present his letters of recall to President Coolidge. The conflict between Prince Bibesco and M.
Titulescu, Rumanian Minister in London, is responsible for the former's recall. The conflict arose over
refunding the Rumanian debt to the United States.
The New York Times, January 18, 1926, p. 14.

NEW LONDON VERSION OF BIBESCO'S RECALL

Reports It Due to Princess's Criticisms of America - Discredited Here

Copyright, 1926, by The New Times Company

By Wireless to The New York Times

LONDON, Jan<uary> 18. - At the Rumanian Legation here today it was denied that M.
Titulescu, the Minister to England, had made charges that resulted in the recall of Prince Bibesco as the
Rumanian Minister to the United States.

Acording to a report here, the objection to Prince Bibesco came from an American source partly
as a result of Princess Bibesco's criticism of Americans. Before her marriage in 1919, the Pricess was
Elizabeth Asquith, daughter of the Earl of Oxford and Asquith, the former Prime Minister.

Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Jan<uary> 18 - In a usually well-informed quarter tonight it was stated that no
credence was to be attached to the London report that objection to Prince Bibesco, who will soon return
to present his letter of recall as Rumanian Minister of Washington, came from an American source
partly as a result of Princess Bibesco's criticism of the United States.

It was denied that the American Government had asked for the recall of the Bibescos. Prince
Bibesco is expected to arrive at New York Feb<ruary> 3.

Special to The New York Times

LOS ANGELES, Cal<ifornia>, Jan<uary> 18. - Reports circulated in London that Prince
Bibesco, Rumanian Minister at Washington, had been recalled by his Government partly because of
criticism of America by his wife were declared today to be absolutely without foundation by the
Princess, who is at present a guest at the home of Douglas Fairbanks and Mary Pickford in Beverly
Hills.

Denial of the reports was made by Princess Bibesco through her brother, Anthony Asquith, who
has been in Los Angeles for several months, and is understood to be associated with the Douglas
Fairbanks Motion Picture Corporation.

Princess Bibesco is reported to have fully recovered from the effects of a fall from her horse on
the Fairbanks estate last Sunday.

The New York Times, January 19, 1926, p. 5.
Kellogg Denies Asking Bibesco's Recall
WASHINGTON, Jan<uary>, 22 (AP). - Secretary Kellogg denied today reports published

abroad that Prince Bibesco, former Rumanian Minister in Washington, was recalled at the request of the
State Department. The recall was initiated by the Rumanian Government, he said, after the return home
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of the Rumanian Debt Commission. The Secretary's statement has been sent to American Minister
Culbertson in Rumania.

The New York Times, January 23, 1926, p. 7.

DISCUSS BIBESCO'S RECALL

London Papers Continue to Involve Prince's Wife in Rumania's Action

LONDON, Jan<uary> 24 (AP). - The return of Princess Bibesco, wife of Prince Bibesco,
recently recalled as Rumanian Ambassador to Washington, is widely discussed by the British press,
which generally speaks of the daughter of Lord Oxford (formerly H. H. Asquith), as if it were she, and
not her husband, whom Rumania has relieved of the Washington Post.

The Daily Express says: "It is true that the Princess inherited her mother's biting wit, which she
makes no effort to curb."

There are many conjectures as to the differences between the Bibescos and M. Titulescu, the
Rumanian Minister at London, which are alleged to have led to Bibesco's recall.

The Express says it is no secret that Prince Bibesco expected the London post when he married
Elizabeth Asquith, and that ever since the London Legation was given to M. Titulescu there has been
hard feeling between the families, which came to a head when the London Minister complained that
Prince Bibesco did nothing to facilitate the work of the Rumanian debt mission at Washington, of which
M. Titulescu was the head.

The New York Times, January 25, 1926, p. 2.

Prince Bibesco's Successor Named

Copyright, 1926, by The New York Times Company

By Wireless to The New York Times

BUCHAREST, Jan<nuary> 27. - Radu T. Djuvara, Counselor to the Legation, and formerly
Secretary of the Legation in London, has been designated by the Rumanian Foreign Office as Chargé
d'Affaires in Washington, to succeed Prince Bibesco.
The New York Times, January 28, 1926, p. 2.

BIBESCO, RECALLED BY RUMANIA, SAILS

His Stay Here Pleasant, Prince Says - Will Take Post in Foreign Office

WALLACE GOES ABROAD TOO

Hasn't Heard Any Complimentary Remarks About
House's Book, Says Envoy Under Wilson

Prince Antoine Bibesco, retiring Rumanian Minister to Washington, who has been recalled to
Bucharest to a post in the Foreign Office, sailed yesterday on the French liner France.
"I don't know precisely what my new duties are going to be," said Prince Bibesco. "Upon
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leaving the United States | wish to say that the five years | have spent here have been among the most
pleasant of my life, and | am grateful to all my friends who have contributed to the pleasantness of my
visit."

The Prince added that his wife, who is the daughter of Herbert and Margot Asquith, was not
sailing with him because she was compelled to stay in Washington with their daughter who is ill. The
Princess Bibesco will sail as soon as the health of the child permits.

The Prince was greeted when he boarded the France by a large group of friends, headed by
Tilleston Wells, an attorney, who presented him with a bronze medal shoving the bas reliefs of the
Prince and Princess Bibesco. Hugh C. Wallace, former Ambassador to France, also sailed on the France.
Mr. Wallace was appointed Ambassador to France by President Wilson in 1919. When asked for his
comment on the Colonel House papers on Wilson he said:

"You haven't heard any one speak in complimentary fashion of them, have you?"

Mr. Wallace said he expected to be abroad about two months. He was reluctant to make a
forecast of the European situation as affected by the Locarno agreements, and explained his reluctance
by saying:

Mr. Wallace said he expected to be abroad about two months. He was reluctant to make a
forecast of the European situation as affected by the Locarno agreements, and explained his reluctance
by saying:

"The situation over there fluctuates as rapidly as the stock market, and a wise man at 10 o'clock
may be the most ignorant person at 3 o'clock in the afternoon."

Benjamin Lazarus, President of the Benrus Watch Company, whose offer to present the Statue
of Liberty with a huge wrist watch was declined by Assistant Secretary of War Hanford MacNider, said
before he sailed that a sculptor working on a colossal statue for another city had given him
specifications for a wrist watch for the new statue. Abroad Mr. Lazarus will get estimates for the watch
which he said would weight two tons, and which would be controlled by a mechanism outside the
statue.

Albert Payson Terhune, writer of dog stories, also sailed, saying he was on his way to Scotland
to get a dog and data for a new novel.

Grace Moore of the Music Box Revue went abroad to study for the opera. Friends who were at
the ship asserted that they had observed a conspicuous diamond and platinum wedding ring on her
finger.

The New York Times, March 7, 1926, I, p. 26.
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