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The study only refers to certain aspects of the relations between the Western Pontic Greek
poleis (Istros, Tomis, Callatis) and the “barbarian” world (Getic, Thracian, Scythian) during the
Hellenistic period, meaningly in terms of coin finds. The numismatic magnitude of these relations has
been highlighted over time particularly through the contributions of B. Mijtr€a Predd Gh.

Poenaru Bordé€aand recently of G. Talnpehi4.

In general, the monetary discoveries of the three Greek cities, dating to the Hellenistic period,
are well known and studied in the scientific literature. In a summary regertoire, effected quite recently,
we managed to gather more than 5600 pieces, both isolated and in".hbesisof these western
Pontic coins (over 75%) were located in the territory of Dobroudja. Within this region two distinct
monetary featured areas take shape. The first one is the coastline with the Greek cities, adjacent
territories and some of the settlements in their neighborhood. The density of small change discoveries,
either isolated or in small hoards, and their considerable amount proves the existence of a real money
circulation here, with all its characterisficsAs for the rest of Dobroudja, a particular picture is
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! B. Mitrea, Descoperirile monetargi legaturile de schimb ale Histriei cu popuiide locale in sec. V-IV T.e.n.

in ,Studii Clasice”, 7, 1965, p. 143-167; idefha monnaie de la ville d Histria chez les geto-daces est-
Carpathiquesin ,Quaderni ticinesi di numismatica e antichita classiche”, 12, 1983, Lugano, p. 119-133; idem,
Geto-daciisi monedele vest-pontice din secolele IlI-I 7.em,Thraco-Dacica”, 6, 1-2, 1985, p. 50-58 etc.

% C. Predalstoria monedei in Dacia preromanBucurgti, 1998, p. 40-84, 111-115; idefNpte numismatice. 1.
Circulavia monetai in asezirile extra-carpatice de tipdava, in ,Studiisi cercediri de istorie vechesi
arheologie” (abbreviated SCIVA), 59-60, 2008-2009 (2010), p. 173-182 etc.

® Gh. Poenaru BordeEmisiunile monetare ale atelierelor gratiade pe litoralul romanesc al Mii Negre (sec.

VI 1.Hr.-1ll d.Hr.). Un stadiu al problemeiin G. G. Potra (red.130 de ani de la crearea sistemului monetar
romanesc modefrBucursti, 1997, p. 56-70; ideni,a diffusion des monnaies d'Istros, Callatis et Tomi du VI
au I* siécle av. J.-C. dans leurs territoires, zones d'influences et ailleudd. Marrazza, D. Romagnoli, A.
Stazio, M. Taliercio (cur.)Presenza e funzioni della moneta neleraidelle colonie greche dall'lberia al Mar
Nero, Atti del XIlI Convegno organizzato dall’'Universita “Federico II” e dal Centro Internazionale di Studi
Numismatici, Napoli 16-17 giugno 200Roma, 2004, p. 27-70; idergoloniile grecati din Dobrogea. e).
Emisiunile monetarein M. Petrescu-Dimbota, Al. Vulpe (coord.)]storia roméanilor. . Matenirea timpurilor
indepirtate?, Bucurati, 2010, p. 585-599 etc.

* G. Talmachi, Aspecte privind circulga monedelor in sgaul extracarpatic dintre Dudire si Nistru emise de
coloniile greceti vest-dobrogene (sec. V-l a.Chin I. Candea, V. Sirbu, M. Neagu (edBxinos lui Petre
Diaconu la 80 de aniBriila, 2004, p. 175-182; ideni,es monnaies autonomé3stros, Callatis et Tomis.
Circulation et contexteWetteren, 2006; idenMonetiriile oraselor vest-pontice Histria, Callatisi Tomis in
epoca autono lconografie, legend metrologie, cronologigi contramarcare Cluj-Napoca, 2011 etc.

® L. Munteanu,egiturile oraselor grecati vest-pontice cu popufile ,barbare” in epoca elenistié. Evidena
numismatid, in F. Panait-Barzescu, I. Birzescu, F. Matei-Popescu, A. Robu @aldis in Marea Neagdr
Relaii interponticesi produgii locale, Bucursti, 2013, p. 358-365; 386-392 (Annexes I-llI).

® G. Talmachi, Les monnaies autonomesidem, Politici monetare in contextul readifilor politico-militare si
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revealed, both in regard to the quantity of coin pieces, less numerous, and their quality, mostly made
of precious metal often hoarded. Only in half of the Getic sites, especially close to the Danube, in the
northern and south-western part of the province, were found coins. Silver issues prevail, especially in
the form of accumulations, while bronze pieces appear sporadically towards the end Bfithe 2
centuries BC. The discoveries within the Getic communities in Dobroudja seem to indicate that the
Greek cities were able, only to a limited extent, to attract local partners in a business relation with real
monetary levers. Most likely the use of coins as a means of exchange in Dobroudja was done in
exceptional circumstances, in certain areas and in a Iaté.stage

Only a quarter of the west Pontic coin finds dated to the Hellenistic period was located north
of the Danube. They have mostly reached here in the form of valuable denominations of gold and
silver, in already made deposits, sometimes even of bronze. From the quantitative perspective, they
represent only a small part of the total monetary discoveries, found either in hoards or isolated, north
of the Danube and dated in th 4% cent. BE. Also, very few west Pontic coins were found in the
settlements of this area, most of them coming from the period of maximum development of the
indigenous civilisatioh Thus, the available data allow us to regard with scepticism the existence of an
effective movement of Pontic coins in this dfed hey are rather the consequence of a penetration
phenomenon, characteristic of most Mediterranean peripheral terfitories

A recent review of the numismatic discoveries round the pre-Roman Dacia demonstrates that,
by the early first century BC, the existence of a monetary economy and, therefore, of a monetary
movement, cannot be concretely supported. The foreign trade was undoubtedly very intense and rich
with the Greek trade partners, as evidenced by the archaeological finds, and was based on the practical
exchange of goods (bartéQr.)A confirmation of this position may be sought in reference to the
monetary discoveries from the local sites from Poiana and Badomsidered as centres of retail for
the Greek goods and of supply for the Getic neighbouring Yree first site benefited from long

comerciale-economice din Dobrogea preromaBviderga numismatia, in ,Apulum”, 45, 2008, p. 19.

" See also G. Talmehi’s opinion on this matter (idemspecte privind circulga monedelor.,.p. 177; idem,

op. cit, in ,Apulum”, 45, 2008, p. 19; idenAspecte ale prezegi monedelor geto-dacice in teritoriul pontic

prin prisma noilor descoperirin ,Pontica”, 41, 2008, p. 506-507; idedbout a small hoard including. Istrian
silver coins of Apollon type discovered in Dobtuja ,Pontica”, 43, 2010, p. 402; ider@ate noi privind
realitarile monetare din Dobrogea preroniam ,Studia Universitatis Cibiniensis. Series Historica”, 8, 2011, p.
18; idem, Aspecte ale circtiai si penetraiei monetare n teritoriul pontic (secolele VI a. Chr.), in ,Pontica”,

44, 2011, p. 451-453; G. Talgehi, T. Cliante,Descoperiri de semne monetare, monede gteaatonomesi
macedonene in Tomis, @pte Tn urma cercetilor arheologice in ,Cerceliri Numismatice” (abbreviated CN),
12-13, 2006-2007, p. 23).

8 We referred to the latest numismatic database, achieved byrfu@ (T. Pirpiuti, Moneda in Dacia
preromari (secolele IV a. Chr.-I p. Chr.)asi, 2006, p. 152, 154, 167-309 - Annexes I-Il and 407-430 - Annex
VI; There was a total of 13.303 indexed foreign and local coins, of which only 1.200 were struck by Istros,
Callatis and Tomis).

° Ibidem p. 156, 431-460 - Annex VIl and Tab. VI-VIII (there was a total of 61 settlements registered in pre-
Roman Dacia, with 2.373 coins, but the relative lists are incomplete, since several sites are missing on them,
such as those from Begtie Cabesti or Hotarele). According to our calculations in only 17 of these sites were
found isolated 46 west Pontic coins.

% Such regard, singular at the time, see at V. Mihailescu-Billaaja risiriteand in secolele VI-I f.e.n.
Economiesi moned, lasi, 1990, p. 50; subsequently, it was reinforced, particularly through G. fddisa
researches (G. Talnthi, Aspecte privind circulga monedelor.,.p.176-177; idemlLes monnaies autonomes...

p. 44; idempp. cit.,in ,Pontica”, 41, 2008, p. 506; iderop. cit, in ,Pontica”, 44, 2011, p. 452-453).

1 G. Gorini, La penetrazione della moneta greca in ltalia settentrionale, in G. Gorini (cur.), Forme di contatto tra
moneta locale e moneta straniera nel mondo antico. Atti del Convegno Internazionale, Aosta, 13-14 ottobre
1995, Padova, 1990, p. 71, 74, 77.

12/, Mihailescu-Birliba,Comey fird moned si moned fird comey in Dacia preromai, in ,CN”, 9-11, 2003-

2005, p. 100-102; see also V. Bana@gmey organizat sau schimb deanfuri? Consideraii cu privire la
modalitifile de difuzare a importurilor gregé in nord-vestul Pontului Euxjrin F. Panait-Barzescu, I. Birzescu,

F. Matei-Popescu, A. Robu (edop. cit, p. 250-277.

13'3. TeodorRegiunile est-carpatice ale Romaniei in secolele V-l i.d.Hr. Congitlgeneralesi repertoriu
arheologic Bucurati, 1999, p. 94; R. Vulpe, S. Teodor, Piroboridaaezarea geto-dacic de la Poiana
Bucurssti, 2003, p. 106 (Poiana); S. Sanfe, Sanie,Cetisuia geto-dacié de la Galai-Barbasi, Tn S. Sanie,
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systematic investigations and proved extremely generous in terms of numismatics. The list of the coins
found here, throughout the existence of the settlement, contains only eight west Porﬁ‘fcwbinb
represents only 2.4% of the total number of isolated discovartas figure will slightly increase (to

3.9%) if we include the hoards in these calculations asfuah even smaller number of such cdihs

come from the Geto-Dacian fortress from Barb@$eir percentage of the total number of isolated
pieces (17.4%) seems unlikely because the number of discoveries on which we have reliable data is
very limited®.

In most cases, the penetration ways of Pontic coins in the local environment are non-
commercial, and in order to recognize them we must appeal to different categories of sources,
epigraphic, literary or archaeological. Generally following the written records, we tried to identify
some possible ways by which the Greeks’ coins could have got into the hands of “bart¥arians”

1. The first one is the amounts paid on the basis of agreements concluded with the “barbarian”
peopleéo. One may distinguish different ways of payment, depending on the nature, duration and
purpose of the agreements provided. The most substantial of these was probably the (regular?) tribute
(Dopog) in return for military protection, set in the long-term treaties by precise Cla'u&é@"(ia)21.

In Istros’s case, there are mentions of this sort of relations withbas#ei of various ethnic origins,
such as: Zalmodegikos (during th& 8entury BCiZ, Ates (at the end of thé“entury BC33 and
Rhemaxos and his son (the beginning of tHec@ntury BC34. Similar evidence came from Olbfa

T.-E. Marin (ed.) Geto-dacii dintre Carpa si Nistru (secolele 1l a. Chr-1l p. Chr,), lasi, 2011, p. 47 (with the

older bibliography) (Barhx).

1% |stros — 5 AR (B. MitreaMonedele descoperite in dgtia geto-dad de la Poiana in ,Arheologia
Moldovei”, 34, 2011, p. 195, nr. 2; 198, nr. 1; 202, nr. 1-3) and Callatis — 3okt p. 198, nr. 2; 202, nr. 4-

5; 216, nr. 1 [?]).

> We used the Catalogue drafted by B. Mitrigédem p. 192-205).

18 |bidem p. 192-216.

7 |stros — 1 AE (S. Sani§, Sanie Cetifuia geto-dacié de la Barbgi (1ll). Materiale arheologice recoltate. B.

Piese din metal. b) Arme; ¢) Podoabe. C. Tezaumonede izolate; D. Importuri elenisticé romane in
~Arheologia Moldovei”, 14, 1991, p. 53, nr. 1; C. Prelmnede descoperite in situl daco-roman de la Bgirbo
Galai, in ,Studii si cercediri de numismatig” (abbreviated SCN), s.n., 2 (14), 2011, p. 161, nr. 2) and Tomis — 3
AE (S. Sanie§. Saniepp. cit, p. 53, nr. 2-4).

18 Were taken into account the batches published by iidgemcit, 2011, p. 125-128, no. 1-16 and C. Preda,

op. cit, p. 161-162, no. 1-9 (with the notice that pieces no. 1 and 10, of the first batch, and no. 2 and 4, of the
second batch, respectively, are identical).

9 A similar scheme, well elaborated and documented, was conceived by A. Bursche with regard to the relations
between the Roman Empire arbaricum during the 3-4™ centuries AD (A. Burschel.ater Roman-
Barbarian contacts in central Europe: numismatic evidence. Spatrémische Minzfunde aus Mitteleuropa: ein
Beitrag zur Geschichte der Beziehungen zwischen Rom und den Barbaricum im 3. und 4. Jh.BeriChr

1996, p. 105-121).

%0 More precise data on the context in which these relations function and their juridical and diplomatic nature see
especially at D. M. PippidiContribuii la istoria veche a RomanfeiBucurati, 1967, p. 167-221; AStefan,
Relations étrangeres des cités du Pont Gauche a I'époque hellénistiqlie Harmatta (éd.Actes du VA
Congrés de la Fédération Internationale des Associations d'Etudes ClasdigBesapest, 1984, p. 329-338;

Al. Avram, Pentru o fenomenologie a raporturilor dintre;ge greci, in ,Symposia Thracologica. Al Xll-lea
Simpozion Ng#onal de Tracologie, Tulcea, septembrie 1989", 7, 1989, p. 70-93; idesnpremiers peuples
germaniques sur le Bas Danube. Autour du décret SEG54 in ,Studi ellenistici”, 29, 2015, Pisa-Roma, p.
62-64, 70-71 and L. RuscRelaiile externeale oraselor greceti de pelitoralul romanescal Marii Negre, Cluj-

Napoca, 2002, p. 268-326.

2L D. M. Pippidi,op. cit, p. 208; A.Stefan,op. cit, p. 333; Al. Avrampop. cit, in ,Symposia Thracologica”, 7,

1989, p. 86; idemp. cit, in ,Studi ellenistici”, 29, 2015, p. 62; L. Rusap. cit, p. 272-273.

221SM | 8. In this case, we can only assume there was a treaty with the “barbarian” leader. See D. M. Pippidi,
op. cit, p. 173-180; Al. Avranop. cit, in ,Symposia Thracologica”, 7, 1989, p. 85.

%> SEG LIl 724. The decree was recently dated in the period ca. 215-210 BC, during the raids of Skiri in
Dobroudja (an exhaustive discussion on this important document see at Al. Aprasit, in ,Studi ellenistici”,

29, 2015, p. 27-76).

24 |SM | 15. The inscription was recently dated in ca. 190 BC (V. Cojo€pulaia zonei nordicesi nord-

vestice a Pontului Euxin in secolele VI-1 a.Chr. pe baza izvoarelor epigrédite2004, p. 386) and ca. 200 BC

(Al. Avram, op. cit, p. 60, note 93; 71). The hypothetic Skiri origin of Rhemaxos might also be plausible
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and MesambrfX and it is dated, broadly, in the same period.

A special category consists of the amounts paid irregularly, for the ransom of the city's
territor)ﬂ. They are signalled in agreements with a specific purpose and a limited period, such as
those concluded by the Milesian colony with Zoltes, a “barbarian” chief of Thracianzarim
might also assume that, for a while, before setting a long-term treaty, the city of Istros had applied to
ad hocagreements with Ates, paying him “protection fé%sBy renewing periodically the ceasefires
with the same unreliable partners, as the Thracians proved to be, incidental payments could have
become, over time, regular tributes for the permanent ransom of the territory, according to the scenario
described by Polybius in regard to Byzan?ﬁ)rFinaIIy, even if not mentioned in the sources, the
Greeks’ certain pecuniary commitments must have been found in the temporary military alliances with
the “Barbarian” neighbours, like the Thracians and Scythians against Lysimach, recorded in various
terms by Diodoru¥.

All these categories of payments were most likely made in precious metal coins. The gold
prevailed, as often mentioned in the Hellenistic inscriptions of the three west Pontié. ditmsever,
only at Istros is attested the use of gold coins in the relations with the “barbarian” popfﬁah‘rottm
Pontic area, similar situations, dated, broadly, in the same period, are recorded At olbia
Mesambrig®> and Byzantioﬁe. Most probably, it is about gold staters of Alexander the Great and
Lysimach typé7, struck in local workshops, but also similar coins coming from numerous Greek-
Macedonian centres, arrived on the market of étieost deposits containing such posthumous
staters from the"3- 2" centuries BC discovered in the “barbarian” environment must be connected to
the financial obligations, of diverse nature, of the north-west Pontic Greeﬁgcitjlemrtunately, any
more precise correlation between the numismatic document and written sources is nearly impossible to
make in the present state of discoveries. The association of the horizon of hoards in southern Moldova,

(ibidem p. 64-65).

5 |OSPE f 32; recent chronological framing, at V. Cojocanp, cit, p. 400 (the years 250-214/212 BC) and Al.
Avram, op. cit, p. 53-54, 71 (ca. 220-210 BC).

%5|GB 12 307 (the years 281-277 BC).

2T A. Stefan,op. cit, p. 333; Al. Avramop. cit, in ,Symposia Thracologica”, 7, 1989, p. 86; idesp, cit, in

LStudi ellenistici”, 29, 2015, p. 62-63; L. Rusap. cit, p. 270-272.

21SM | 15.

2 See also Al. Avrampp. cit, in ,Studi ellenistici”, 29, 2015, p. 60, note 91; 62-63.

% Polybius IV, 45, 1-8; 46, 3-4 (trans. W. R. Paton, vol. I, The Loeb Classical Library, Cambridge,
Massachusetts/ London, 2006); Al. Avra. cit, in ,Symposia Thracologica”, 7, 1989, p. 87; idam, cit, in

~Studi ellenistici”, 29, 2015, p. 60, note 91; 63, 67-68, 70-71.

3. Diodorus Siculus XIX, 73, 1-5 (trans. R. M. Geer, vol. X, The Loeb Classical Library, Cambridge,
Massachusetts/ London, 1962); $tefan, op. cit, p. 332; Al. Avramop. cit, in ,Symposia Thracologica”, 7,
1989, p. 87; L. Ruscugp. cit, p. 85, 292 (the numismatic interpretation of these events, on which we reserve
judgement), 269-271 (remarks on the terms used by the Greek author).

21SM 11, 9, 15, 19, 58; SEG LIl 724 (Istros); ISM Il 1, 2 (Tomis); ISM III 3, 35 (Callatis).

31SM 1 15, r. 31: §]nd ypvodv £E[ax]ociov; SEG LII, 724, r. 23-24xp]vcoie [e.g.éEalko] siovg.

**JOSPE T 32.

**1GB I* 307.

% Polybius 1V, 46, 3-4.

37 G. Mihailov, in IGB £, p. 261; D. M. Pippidi, in ISM I, p. 74; Al. Avram, in ISM llI, p. 294-295; see also
idem,op. cit, in ,Studi ellenistici”, 29, 2015, p. 62, nota 98.

% Strict control mechanisms over the foreign coins are certified at Olbia since the middle Bfcthet@ry BC
(IOSPE f 24; SEG XLVIIl 1013) as they could assure the cities of the needed amount of precious metal (see
recently J. G. Vinogradov, P. O. KarySkoijsiDas Olbische Miinzdekret des Kanobos und der Wert der
Edelmetalle am Pontos in 4. Jh. V. Chin Ju. G. VinogradovPontische Studien. Kleine Schrift en zur
Geschichte und Epigraphik des SchwarzmeerraumMas)z, 1997, p. 250-275; J. R. Melville Jon&sstimonia
numaria. Greek and Latin Texts concerning Ancient Greek CoirlhgAddenda and commentarizondon,
2007, p. 200-201, no. 349).

%9 The origin of most Greek-Macedonian staters discovered north of the Danube must be looked for among the
north and west Pontic Greek colonies (V. Mihailescu-Birlibacia rasariteand..., p. 60; Al. Avram,op. cit, in

~Studi ellenistici”, 29, 2015, p. 64).
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dated in the beginning of th&"Zentury BC (the core from Mése;ti4o, Anadof?, Cazacii Vechi [obl.
Odesa, Ukrainéf and Pavlovca [obl. Odessa, Ukraﬁ?ga]with the decree in honour of Agathokles
from the same period, is strictly hypothetfélal

It has been speculated on less solid bases that part of the Greeks’ payments would have
included silver coins as wéll Such a possibility is worth taking into consideration, especially in
regard to earlier periods, before the advent of colonial gold issues. In this respect, the massive
concentrations of hoards of Istrian silver coins from north Dobroudja, as well as from south-west
Dobrudja and north-east Bulgaria, containing batches of large dimensions, such as those discovered at
Daieni*®, lon Corvirt” or Macin*®, could testify the existing political dialogue with the neighbouring
native partner@. A similar interpretation may be offered with regard to the same kind of discoveries,
but later dated, from north of the Danube.

2. Large amounts of money reach the “barbarian” environment by compensating the military
benefits, in the Hellenistic period the mercenary being considered a real “economicSefetoran
earlier period we only have the example of Istros, which, in order to defend its territory against the
Thracians and Skirii, used paid soldiers, arcHemnd horseméf recruited probably among
neighbouring natives. We may suppose that one of the likely destinations of the “Scythian type” coins,
struck in the Greeks’ workshops, during tH8-2" centuries BE® would have constituted just the
reward for such military servicds

0 Gh. Poenaru Bordehg trésor de Mrdasesti. Les statéres en or des cités du Pont Gauche et le probléme des
relations avec le monde grec et les populations locales aux Vle-ler siécles, av,bacia”, N.S., 18, 1974, p.
103-125.

*11GCH, 866.

42 A. A. Nudel'man, Ocerki istorii monetnogo obr&enija v Dnestrovsko—Prutskom regione (s drevnejsich
vremen do obrazovanija feodal’'nogo Moldavskogo gosudarsBfaginau, 1985, p. 160, nr. 9.

**1GCH, 877.

4 Gh. Poenaru Bordeap. cit, p. 125; C. Preddstoria monedei.,.p. 114-115.

45 A. Stefan,op. cit, p. 335 (clues in this regard might be found in IOSP®]| ISM | 15 and at Polybius 1V, 46,

3-4); M. Dima,Monedele de argint ale c#li Istros Th epoca elenistig in ,SCN”, 4 (16), 2013, p. 27-28; idem,

The Silver Coinage of Istros during the Hellenistic PerMtbtteren, 2014, p. 20-21.

6 C. Moisil, Monetesi tezaure monetaredgite in Romaniasi in 7inuturile romaneti invecinate (Vechiul
teritoriu geto-dac) in ,Buletinul Socieitii Numismatice Roméane” (abbreviated BSNR), 10, 1913, 19, p. 22, nr.
14; G. Custurea, G. Talnwhi, Repertoriul tezaurelor monetare din Dobrog€onstara, 2011, p. 189, nr. 36.1.

47 C. Moisil, Monetesi tezaure monetaredgite in Romaniasi in 7inuturile romaneti invecinate (Vechiul
teritoriu geto-dac)in ,BSNR”, 10, 1913, 20, p. 63, nr. 23 (Cuzgun); G. Custurea, G. Teinap. cit, p. 229,

nr. 65.

“8 B. Mitrea,op. cit, in ,Studii Clasice”, 7, 1965, p. 162, nr. 33; G. Custurea, G. Tialmap. cit, p. 266, nr.

86.lII.

9 With regard to the political evolution of the two Getic formations from Dobroudja, see the latest view at L.
Ruscu,op. cit, p. 68-70, 84-85, 280-292; M Irimi&onsideraii privind agezirile getice din Dobrogesi
problema existeei unoremporiain zona Dudirii inferioare, in ,,Pontica”, 40, 2007, p. 137-225.

*® On the monetary implications of this activity see: F. de CallaBajerres et monnayages a I'époque
hellénistique in F. de Callatay (éd.Dossiers d’Archéologie: Numismatique grecque, romaine et celte, 248,
novembre 1999Dijon, p. 28-35; idemArmies poorly paid in coins (the Anabasis of the Ten-Thousands) and
coins for soldiers poorly transformed by the markets (the Hellenistic Thasian-Type tetradrachms) in Ancient
Greecein ,Revue Belge de Numismatique et de Sigillographie” (abbreviated RBN), 155, 2009, Brussels, p. 51-70.
L |SM I 15, with the commentary of D. M. Pippidi at p. 88; id&€ontribuii ..., p. 102-103.

2 SEG LIl 724; Al. Avrampp. cit, in ,Studi ellenistici”, 29, 2015, p. 61.

*3 Convincing arguments are offered by G. Takhia Gh. AndreescuMonede de ,tip scitic” aflate intr-o
colegie particulari din Constays, in ,Pontica”, 41, 2008, p. 458-464. Recently, Istros was included among the
workshops that struck such issues (E. Pefacyasilita, V. lonita, Consideraii privind un tip monetar Istrian

rar din perioada elenisti¢, in ,SCN”, s.n., 1 (13), 2010, p. 185-186).

* During this period, the Scythians could have established on the Callatian territory as mercenaries (Al. Avram,
Unterschungen zur Geschichte des Territoriums von Kallatis in griechischeirZditacia”, N.S., 31, 1991, p.
128-130); also, the systematic use of bronze coins for military payments is attested during the Hellenistic era (S.
Psoma,Tas sitarchias kai tous misthous ([Arist.], OEC. 1351b). Bronze Currencies and Cash-Allowances in
Mainland Greece, Thrace and the Kingdom of MacedanigRBN”, 155, 2009, p. 3-38).
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But the best documented episode using the help of several categories of sources is at the time
of Mithridatic Wars. In the Pontic king's army there were numerous “barbarian” mercenaries from the
Danube and Black Sea area, including Thracian people, among whom were also probaBﬁ/ Getae
some of them employed through the west Pontic AMiesocal currencies, specially struck for this
purpose, were used to pay them. They consisted of late staters of Lysimach type that seemed to meet
all the characteristics of exceptional issues: low style, lightweight, variable title, narrow chronological
range of striking and impressive quanti?i7e§or the time being, in this category of findings may only
be included the hoards fromaksesti (with reference to the pieces subsequently added to the initial
deposit?s, Grantar”® and CumpBaGo, and some of the isolated pieces we have recorded without any
clear context of discovery, which might indicate the existence of scattered deposits.

3. The ransom of captives could be done by the city itself, but most often it involved private
initiatives”. Through its representatives, Istros negotiated, probably surcharge, the release of over 60
hostages from Zalmodegikos. Their volunteer detain served to strengthen the agreement between the
two partiegz. Different situations are presented by some of the Istrian documents that honoured the
philanthropists contributing to the liberation of the captive ones (priso?f’em\)ith regard to our
context, we have identified only one case in which an official of the city, Aristagoras, negotiated with
the “barbarians”, probably the Getae of Burebista, having redeemed his fellow citizens held in
captivity, giving them, to this end, interest-free |P4ns

4. Robberies also included valuable monetary pieces, even if it is nowhere mentioned
explicitly. In the Hellenistic period, the territories of cities and their related settlements were
frequently attacked by neighboring “barbarian” people as the Thracians of Zoltes or Skirii %t Ates
Even the partial destruction of Istros, as in the case of ﬁlhﬂaring the expeditions of robbery and
plunder of Burebista, is known from epigraphic and archaeological s%réesording to a recent

%5 Appianus XII, 5, 32 (one of his officers bears the name of Dromichaites); 3, 15; 10, 69 (trans. H. White, vol.
Il, The Loeb Classical Library, London/Cambridge, Massachusetts, 1972).

%% See the interpretation of the funerary finds from Istros and Callatis attributed by A. Rustoiu to warriors coming
from the Oltenia area of Danube and hired in the Pontic king’s army (A. Rugteicenari“barbari’ la Histria

si Callatis in sec. | a. Chr. Interpréti arheologicesi istorice, in ,Istros”, 10, 2000, p. 277-282).

" Gh. Poenaru Bordeap. cit, in ,Dacia”, N.S., 18, 1974, p. 124; ideioes statéres ouest-pontiques de type
Alexandre le Grand et Lysimaque ,RBN”, 125, 1979, p. 48-51; idermd propos du Pont Occidental et du Bas-
Danube a I'époque de Mithridate VI Eupator ,RBN”, 145, 1999, p. 158-159; iderMithridates (Mithradates)
(Mitridate) VI Eupator Dionysqsn C. Preda (coord.Enciclopedia arheologisii istoriei vechi a Romaniglll

(M-Q), Bucursti, 2000, p. 85; F. de Callatalies derniers statéres posthumes de Lysimaque émis & Istros, Tomis et
Callatis, in S. Torbatov, V. Yotov (red.)Numismatic and Sphragistic Contributions to Ancient and Medieval
History of Dobrudja. International Symposium, Dobrich 199Boprudza”12, Dobr&, 1995, p. 39-45; idem,
L’histoire des guerres mithridatiques vue par le®nnaies,Louvain-la-Neuve, 1997, p. 139-150; recent
analyses of the composition and title of these issues see at A. Vilcu, E. P&@ansuntinescu, C. Chiojdeanu,

D. Stan, Gh. NiculescGonsiderations regarding the Greek gold coins struck during the 4he £'centuries

B.C. in the light of the XRF analysia ,Peuce”, S. N., 9, 2011, p. 507, 509-510.

°8 Gh. Poenaru Bordeap. cit, in ,Dacia”, N.S., 18, 1974, p. 109, nr. 81-83, 87-88; 122-125;

*%|GCH, 974.

%0 G. Custurea, G. Talnehi, op. cit, p. 188, nr. 35.

®1 A debate upon the way the ransom of captives was paid (“voie priséedie officielle”) see at A. Bielman,
Retour a la liberté. Libération et sauvetage des prisonniers en Gréce ancienne. Recueuil d’'inscriptions honorant
des sauveteurs et analyse critiguausanne, 1994, p. 277-309.

62 |SM | 8; see opinions on the significance of terms at D. M. Pippjglicit, p. 177; Al. Avram,op. cit, in
~Symposia Thracologica”, 7, 1989, p. 86; L. Rusgp, cit, p. 273.

®3|SM | 4, 16, 54; SEG XLVII 1125.

®4|SM | 54, with the commentary of D. M. Pippidi at p. 144.

% At the end of the 8 century BC, the Skiri might have settled north of the Danube Delta, from where they
could easily carry out raids on Dobroudja (Al. Avrap, cit, in ,Studi ellenistici”, 29, 2015, p. 53-60).

% Dion Chrysostomos XXXVI, 4 (trans. J. W. Cohoon, H. Lamar Crosby, The Loeb Classical Library,
Cambridge, 1940).

®" Detailed analyses of this event see especially at L. Rogcuwit, p. 299-307 and recently at Al. Avram,
Coloniile greceti din Dobrogea. i) Istoria politi@ a coloniilor greceti din Dobrogea in M. Petrescu-
Dimbovita, Al. Vulpe (coord.),op. cit, p. 639-641; A. Bdulescu, Al. SuceveanwColoniile greceti din
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opinion, the bronze coins of the Milesian colony, discovered in the area of the fortressesafien Or
Mountains, were included in the spoils of Dacian fighters who participated in this caﬁ%paigﬂnaps

the hoards with staters of Lysimach type, both those we identified in dociremdsthose recently

found in Sarmizegetusa’'s surroundiﬁogs should be interpreted in relation to this episode.
Unfortunately, at present, we do not have enough data about these pieces in order to make more
concrete judgments on their presence in the “barbarian” environment, where they could have come in
the form of booty, tribute or mercenary payméjnts

5. The diplomatic actions of cities consisted probably in gifts as well, some of them even in
the form of money given to local chiefs, in order to gain their goo&vvﬁive inscriptions from Istros
honour the officials of the city who have fulfilled many missions round the “barbarian” rulers, passing
through areas full of dangé?s

6. Another aspect that should be taken into consideration is the mobility of people living in the
Pontic area, who were reaching north of the Danube with various affairs. Part of the bronze coins,
dated in the % — 1 centuries AD and discovered in the Getivae might originate in the “pocket
money” for the Greeks who arrived h@kepossibly having a restricted use in the “barbarian”
environment.

The non-commercial ways of penetration of the Pontic coins into the “barbarian” world seem
to be many and varied. Unfortunately, only some of them can be specifically associated with existing
numismatic documents. In the case of most findings we can only assume some of the above solutions
without being able to identify them more accurately.

All the forms of contact we have classified are defined from the perspective of the civilized
partner (the Greeks) and the modern specialists. In the natives’ view they occurred most likely as
exchange of ceremonial, valuable goods or of serfiic@nce entering the “barbarian” environment
the functions of coins change as a result of the remoteness in front of the warrant authority (the Pontic

Dobrogea. e) Burebistg politica pontiez, in M. Petrescu-Dimbota, Al. Vulpe (coord.)pp. cit, p. 679-680.

% M. MacreaMonetele din cetatea dadle la Costgti, in ,Anuarul Institutului de Studii Clasice”, 2, 1933-1935
(1936), p. 159-160; a resumption of this hypothesis, using recent numismatic arguments, sesnaitiSu Gt .
Oberlander-Tarnoveanl)n depozit de monede autonome histriene descoperitilanCjud. Hunedoarain

-CN”, 9-11, 2003-2005, p. 31-32. The Istrian coins found in this region were also interpreted as: a tribute of the
city (M. Macrea,op. cit, p. 59-160); a result of monetary circulation (I. H.s&ni, Monede grecgi descoperite

in cetifile dacice din Mupi Sebeaului, in ,Pontica”, 24, 1991, p. 344-346); pocket money for the Greek
merchants (B. Mitredylonede pontice la daco-gelui Burebista in ,Pontica”, 11, 1978, p. 95; iderp. cit, in
»Thraco-Dacica”, 6, 1-2, 1985, p. 55) or money for the Greek craftsmen (I. khnCop. cit, p. 346; Gh.
Poenaru Borded,a diffusion des monnaiesp.. 37).

%9 L. MunteanuQuelques considérations concernant les découvertes des monnaies d’or de type Lysimaque dans
la Dacie intracarpatiquein V. Cojocaru (ed.)Ethnic Contacts and Cultural Exchanges North and West of the
Black Sea (from the Greek Colonization to the Ott oman ConglasgtP005, p. 237-254. In the present state of
research, it is asserted that the power centre of Burebista’s dominion, regardless of the controversies on his
origin (summarised at L. Ruscap. cit, p. 295-297; Al. VulpeBurebista. a) Preliminarijiin M. Petrescu-
Dimbovia, Al. Vulpe (coord.)pp. cit, p. 669-670) was in the area ofa@rei Mountains (probably at Coste-
.cetatuie” (I. Glodariu,Burebista. b) Ascensiunea lui Burebisita M. Petrescu-Dimbota, Al. Vulpe (coord.),

op. cit, p. 671-672).

O A. Vilcu, Sur les statéres en or de type KosionR. Bijenaru, G. Bodi, C. Opreanu, V. V. Zirra, (edRgcent
Studies on Past and Present. |. Human Heritage and Community: ArchaeologyGargiaghians and Lower
Danube Area From Prehistory to the Early Medieval AgEfansylvanian Review”, 19, Suppl. 5.1, Cluj-
Napoca, 2010, p. 202. Perhaps there are other such findings, some of them recovered by the Romanian
authorities in recent years, on which, however, we only have uncertain information.

"> Gh. Poenaru Bordeap. cit, in ,RBN”, 125, 1979, p. 50; idemap. cit, in ,RBN”, 145, 1999, p. 159; L. Ruscu,

op. cit, p. 301, 305, 307; L. Munteanop. cit, p. 253-254; A. Vilcupp. cit, p. 207.

"2 E. OberlandefTarnoveanuAspecte ale circuliei monedei gregdi in Dobrogea de nor¢sec. VI i.e.n.-l e.n.)

in ,Pontica”, 11, 1978, p. 65; B. Mitreap. cit, in ,Arheologia Moldovei”, 34, 2011, p. 191; see also the case

of Olbia (IOSPE 12 32, and the comments of V. Cojocapucit, p. 398-403).

BISM 18, 12, 15, 54; SEG LIl 724. See recently Al. Avrap, cit, in ,Studi ellenistici”, 29, 2015, p. 62.

4 B. Mitrea,op. cit, in ,Pontica”, 11, 1978, p. 95; idemp. cit, in ,Thraco-Dacica”, 6, 1-2, 1985, p. 55-56.

S A. Burschepp. cit, p. 105.
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city, in this case) and of the absence of an agreement on its use in the rféwDaredo its metal
content, the coin only preserves, most often, the function of value guarantee, and in addition to it, new
attributes related to the field of social, political relations or magical-religious manifestations. The
coins of precious metal were a category of personal goods, of individual wealth. Large hoards, such as
those from Anadol, Nfrasesti, or even from Bieni and lon Corvin, which concentrated considerable
values, attest the holders’ rank, power and prestige within the comlzﬂqu may also assume the
existence of an ideological component related to the iconography of Greek coins. The Hellenistic
dynasty members’ image possession and display, such as that of Alexander on the Lysimach type
staters, for example, was a testament to the prestige of local®elites

Also, the use of Pontic coins in the natives’ religious practices is documented. In connection
with handing in of offerings have been interpreted the pieces discovered in two pits of worship, from
different points of the dava from Piscua€ani (an Istrian drachm and two Tomitan bronzes
respectively). They were buried ritually, along with other goods and materials (ceramics, an
arrowhead-§9. A similar situation from the local environment was recently reported after the
archaeological research undertaken on the highway route around (ﬁu?ﬂs@]rhmer discoveries of the
same kind appear in funerary contexts, being handed in intentionally as “the obol of Charon”, both in
cremation and burial graves. North of the Danube, it seems that they have been selected amongst the
Istrian drachms (in Butori [r. Grigoriopol, Republic of Molda@i‘]a]and Dervent [obl. Odessa,
Ukraine] 82), while in Dobroudja, the coins of common metal were favoured (in Ciuctraval
Medgidid?).

The numerous metallographic analyses made especially in recent years confirm that the late
Greek coins from Thasos, Macedonia Prima, Dyrrachium and Apollonia, represented an important
source of raw material for the adornments crafted in the indigenous envirBhnetie absence of
any objective data as those previously mentioned, we can only assume a similar use of some of the
silver coins of Istros in an area without resources, but rich in discoveries of local artefacts made of
precious metal. The only indications of this could be represented by the hoards frogti Buode
Durlesti - Chisindau (Republic of Moldavia), both east of the Carpathians. First deposit, located inside
the settlement, contained numerous silver brooches, bracelets and rings, locally produced, together
with one Istrian drachf. From the second deposit were recently recovered one similar coin of the

8 v. Mihailescu-Birliba,op. cit, in ,CN”, 9-11, 2003-2005, p. 100; A. BurscHeynction of Roman coinsn
Barbaricumof Later Antiquity An anthropological essayin A. BurscheR. Ciolek, R. Wolters (eds.J)Roman
Coins outsideghe Empire Waysand PhasesContextsand Functions Proceedings of the ESF/SCH exploratory
Workshop, Radziwit Palace, Nieboréw (Poland), 3-6 September, 206teren, 2008, p. 396-397.

" bidem p. 403.

8 The ideological function of coins will only predominate starting with the Romaribégarty p. 400).

" N. Conovici,Noi descoperiri monetare in perimetrul davei getice de la Piscissar in ,CN”, 5, 1983, p.
39-40, 42-43; see this interpretation of the “pits of worship” on M. Babwilizasia geto-daé din a doua
jumatate a secolului al ll-lea a. Chr. Parla inceputul secolului al ll-lea p. Chr. ¢) Descoperirile funerére
M. Petrescu-Dimboya, Al. Vulpe (coord.)op. cit, p. 780.

8 G. Talmachi, op. cit, in ,Pontica”, 43, 2010, p., 401-402 and note 3.

8L A. 1. Meljukova, Raskopki kurganov u s. Butory Grigoriopol’skogo rajpim,Archeologieskie issledovanija
v Moldavil’, 3, 1972 (1974), Chinau, p. 81.

823, 1. Andrukh, E. F. Sutik, Zachoronenija zaZitmych Skifov v nizovijach Dunajin G. A. Dzis-Rajko (ed.),
Novye issledovanija po archeologii Severnog@@momor’ja: Shornik nacnych trudoy Kiev, 1987, p. 45.

8 G. Simion,Les Gétesle laDobroudja septentrionale du $4u I siécle avn. &,in ,Thraco-Dacica”, 1, 1976,
p. 163.

# G. Talmachi, Monedele de tip macedonean in Dobrogea. De la incepututi [snrearea regatului de la
Tylis in Thracia Sfantu Gheorghe, 2006, p. 93-94, no. 28.

8 E. Oberlander-Tarnoveanu, Gh. Niculescu, M. Georgescu, B. Constantinescu, D. StamaCRPBugoi, T.
Martin, Aurul si argintul Daciei In lumina ultimelor cercetari arheometrice, Simpozion Archaeomet 28-29
octombrie 2010p. 5-9. (http://www.romarchaeomet.ro/ro/evenimente/simpozion2010/program.html).

8 V. V. BazarciucCetatea geto-dacicde la Bungti - Dealul Bobului (jud. Vasluj)in ,Materialesi cercedri
arheologice. A XIV-a sesiune anaale rapoarte, Tulcea 1980”, 14, 1980, p. 169-171; eadlergurul geto-
dacic de la Bungi - Vaslui in ,SCIVA”, 32, 4, 1981, p. 563-570; see alsardescu’s remarks (D. &hdescu,
Cronologia perioadei timpurii a celei de-a doua epoci a fierului (sec. V-IIl a. Chr.) intre @afdestru si
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initial seven ones, together with a coin of Tyras and several pairs of egrrihgis a tempting
hypothesis the assigning of a similar aim to the Istrian coins contained by the late Wallachian hoards,
such as those from Cremef&8riRandgciov® or Tarnav®, on which we have, however, very little
knowledge. Only in one case, the bronze coins of the Milesian colony are associated with adornments
made of the same metal. It is the largest deposit of this kind of coins, located north of the Danube, at
Fedati, which included, it seems, a ring and a bracelet, made of bronze, using the technique of casting
into bivalve mould¥".

The documentary value of monetary finds should not be restricted solely to the field of
economic and trade relations. Correlated with other types of sources, they can attest more complex
links between the west-Pontic Greek cities and “barbarian” populations during the Hellenistic period.
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MONEDELE ORA SELOR GRECESTI VEST-PONTICE
SI POPULATIILE ,BARBARE” IN EPOCA ELENISTIC A

In lucrarea de f@ aducem in discig anumite manifesti ale relaiilor dintre polisurile
grecati vest-pontice (Histria, Tomis, Callatis) lumea ,barbat” (getica, tracia, scitici) din
perspectiva unei categorii specifice de materiale: documentele numismatice. Mgtivdlleacele
prin care aceste bunuri sunt difuzate Tn mediul negrecesc &amidangie de regiuneai perioada
analizasi. Descoperirile arheologice confiinexistena relaiilor comerciale, grora li se poate asocia,
in anumite situdi, o componerit monetaii. De asemenea, sursele scrisstyate (autori antigi, mai
ales, inscrigi) inregistreaz numeroase alte modailit posibile, non-comerciale, prin care monedele
grecati ajung in mana ,barbarilor”: tribut (singular sau anual), plata unor sumezpitevin tratate de
aliants riscumpiarea captivilor, piti militare citre mercenari, daruri diplomatice sau jafuri. Tn
lecatura cu astfel de situg trebuie studiate conafide complexe, de ordin social, politic sau religios,
pe care le capa o parte din piesele monetare ajunse in mediul ,barbar”.
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