ROMAN IMPERIAL PERIOD DISCOVERIES IN THE MIDDLE
BASINi OF BARCAU RIVER

DOINA IGNAT — SORIN BULZAN

The Roman imperial period discoveries in the west and north-west
of Romania have been, in the last years, the object of some researches
which tried to systemize the already known information (Sdsianu 1980;
Dumitrascu 1993; Stancin 1995). Hydrographic basins have intensely
been inhabited areas during that period but the lack of researches still
remains the main deficiency in a synthetic analysis of such a geographi-
cal area, Barcdu River has its springs in the north-east area of the Plo-
pish Mountains near the Roman limes, the valley of the river forming
with the one of Crasna a possible passage: to the east side, towards the
Roman camp of Buciumi and to the south-east part, through the pass
to Crisul Repede river, where once there used to be burgi from Negreni
and Poieni; and then there was also the Roman camp of Bologa (Feren-
czi 1959, p. 344, p. 347—349; Ferenczi 1967, p. 152). After its going-out
of the narrow-path at Marca, the river forms an alluviated field that
reaches the end of the ler field where from it continues its winding
streamcourse until the river mouth of Crisul Repede. Fortified settle-
ments of dacian La Téne period, the northest ones in this area, are si-
tuated in the south of Barciu, on an alignment marked by the heights
of the Plopish mountains and by the latter’s ramifications towards the
field area. During the Roman period, the settlement moves to a lower
height zone in the alluviated valley and field with the terraces of Bar-
ciu and ler rivers. The researched area includes the valley of Barcau,
from its going-out off the narrow-path at Marca till the frontier bet-
ween Romania and Hungary, also including its tributaries: Inot, Bistra,
Fancica and a part of the ler's field (Map 1).

Surface archaeological discoveries, those of systematic excavations,
together with the monetary ones include, in a chronological way, the
time of the first years after the Roman conquest of Dacia until the late
imperial Roman period.

THE LIST OF DISCOVERIES!*

1. Balc, Bihor county.

. At 150 meters south-east of the Neuropsychiatry Sanatorium, at about 50
meters south of Barciu, on the first terrace of the river, some Roman period
pottery have been found besides Neolithic ones and others belonging to the 7-th

1 We noted with letter a the type of discovery and the datings, with b the
discovery year, ¢ the context of discovery, d the discoverers, e the warehouse and
inventory, f the notes, g the bibliography.
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and to the 8-th century (T. II, 10, 11). b. 1997. c. On a surface of about 30—40
meters in length and 20—25 meters in width, there also have been found some
fragments of radobe, some bones of animals (horns), probably gathered by the
plough from more levels of habitation. d. S. Bulzan, M. Rosu. e. Col. MTC.

f. The material from the Roman period, although reduced as quantity, may
classified in two categories:

1) Wheel-made gray pottery, decorated with two incised wavelike lines, dark
coloured in their cross section and having ms degreasing element sand and gravel.
Outwardly it is covered by a light-grey slip which seems to come from a small-
dimensioned jug (T. II, 10)

2) Hand-made gray-ochre or black pottery of a rough paste with a degrea-
sing of sand and gravel. The small quantity of the materital does not allow a
certain dating: from 2-nd to 4-th centuries.

2. Budusldu, Bihor county.

a. Isolated discovery: imperial denarius from Hadrianus, p. 134—138. 1. 1903.
¢. Within the village area, plough-working. e. Col MTC, inventory no. 168. g.
Sdsianu 1980, p. 97, no. 22.1.

3. Cadea, Bihor county.

a. Isolated discoveries: one denarius from Septimius Severus, 198—200, one
follis from Constantin I, 317 and one centenionalis from Constantius II. Another
discovery at Cadea (S. Dumitrascu) is a find, probably a fibulae, with onion-like
endings, from which we only have ,the semicircular arc, the short spring and
the left leg* and ,,a fragment of a nmil®. On its arc, the brooch was adorned with
a proeminence (Dumitrascu 1976, p. 43—44). e. Sicueni Museum. g. See Sdsianu
1980, p. 99, 188, no. 23, with the bibliography, Dumitrascu 1976, p. 43—44.

4. Ciulesti, Bihor county.

a. Isolated discovery: a centenionalis from Constantius II, p. 355—361.
g. Sdsianu 1980, p. 188—189, no. 158, I, with the bibliography.

[37]

. Dijosig, Bihor county.

1.

a. A treasure of 65 antoninians from: Elagabalus (1), Gordianus III (6), Phi-
lippus I (7), Philippus I and Philippus II (1), Philippus II (3), Traianus Decius (3),
Hostilianus (1), Trebonianus Gallus (8), Volusianus (7), Aemilianus (3), Valerianus
Gallienus (8). b. 1898. c. Within the village, plough-working. e. Col. MNM. g.
Sdsianu 1980, p. 120—222, no. 47, 1.

1I. Insula femeilor

a. Accidentall discovery: aureus from Probus, with a tubular ear. b. 1977
e, plough-working. e. Col. MTC, no. of inventory 839. g. Sdsianu 1980, p. 122, no.
47, 1.

6. Ghenejea, Viisoara commune, Bihor county.

a. Accidental discovery: aureus from Probus, with a tubular ear. b. 1977.
paste were discovered; three of them decorated with stamped motives (little cir-
cles, rosettes, geometrical figures), all dating back from the 3-rd to the 4-th cen-
tury (Dumitrascu-Nanasi 1972, p. 229—232). b. 1968. c. In a sand quarry, on the
soil. The accurate context or the relationship with a complex is not known. d. Z.
right side of the road from Marghita to Ghenetea, at 0.40—0.55 m. deep in a
clay soil. The accurate context or the relationship with m complex is not known.
d. Z. Nanasi. e. Col. Sacueni Museum. f. The bowis size varies between 23.4 and
7.8 cm. — the rim’s diameter — and between 10.8 and 3.7 cm. — the bottom’s
diameter. The dish has arched walls with open undecorated rim {(sizes — the
rim's diameter is 17.5 cm. and the bottom’s diameter is 68 cm, 8 cm. in
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height) and it was attributed with reserves to a Germanic influence (Gepidic), to-
gether with another undecorated bowl (see the discussion at Dumitrascu-Nanasi
1972, p. 229—232; Rep, p. 36, no. 177 (Dumitrascu) .

7. Marghita, Bihor county.

a. Isolated discovery; imitation after an aureus, the end of the third cen-
tury. b. 1911. c. Col. MNM.

g. Sdsianu 1980, p. 133, no. 74, I.

8. Misca, Chislaz commune, Bihor county.
I. Fantana Sasului

2. Probably a settlement. b. 1977. c. Archaeological excavations: three sec-
tions were traced out — S I at 180 metres distance from Fantana Sasului on a
north-south direction, S II at 13 metres north from S I and S IIl at 13 metres
south from S I, both on a east-west direction. Under the ground disordered by
the plough there is a Roman period level, from 0.45 to 0.50 metres and, under
it, sporadical traces of adobe and Neolithical pottery fragments came into view.
d. S. Dumitrascu. e. Collection of MTC. f. Concerning the archaeological material,
the pottery represents the mmjority. There can be distinguish three different ca-
tegories: fine gray wheelmade pottery, decorated with bands of simple or wave-
like lines, then the dark coloured one, with a rough appearance, and the hand-
made one from a brick-coloured paste gravel and sand as degreasing elements.
From the excavation, it is also mentioned an iron brooch with a curved foot
(MUF), dated in “the 2-nd and 3-rd century, till the 4-th century” (Dumitrascu
1979, p. 162). At the surface, it has been discovered: a black paste bead, cylindrical,
with tronconic ends, decorated with red wave-like motives, an arrow point with
two little wings endowed with conic muft for fixing, and a spur rosette, pro-
bably feudal. On the surface of the hill slope more black spots with abundant
pottery material were observed. That's why a casket of 20 X 20 m (Dumitrascu
1979, loc. cit) was opened, where it was seen that a big part of the culture layer
was disordered by the agricultural works, which had involved a part of the
pottery material: fine gray pottery, some fragments with stamped decoration and
a brick-coloured fragment, also stamped, covered with red, brick-coloured pri-
mer. The strictly layer is extremely thin, from 0.40 to 0.45 m. In the central part
of the oval plot (8 X 6 m) (T. I, 1), a quadrilateral fireplace (1.10 X 0.90 m) was
discovered, of 0.10 m in width, surrounded in three parts by a kerbstone, which
was 10—12 cm outer than the rest of the ensemble. Inside the fireplace coals
appeared and in the middle a “big pot’ cut off by the plough, a little lower
from its middle. Its lower side was decorated with four cells, probably realised
with the finger. After S. Dumitrascu's observations follows that the fireplace has
not been used for a long time, the coals indicating an intense burning, the whole
ensemble having probably only one use. Concerning the utility, the author sug-
gests two hypotheses: round dwelling or a tumulus with a quadrilateral fireplace,
being inclined to the second one (Dumitrascu 1979, p. 166). Concerning dating, he
ascertained _that the stamped pottery was discovered only on the tumulus from
the slope which would offer a dating difference between the terrace level (2-nd
and 3-rd or 4-th century) and the funeral one (3-rd and 4-th century) (Dumi-
trascu, 1979, p. 166).

g. Dumitrascu 1979, p. 162—166.

II. Probably from a Roman imperial period settlement.

a. An imperial subaerated denarius, copied after the Hadrian’s ones. e. Col.
MTC, inventory no. 1200.
g. Sdsianu 1980, p. 134, no. 79.

III.

a. Two bronze fibulae with onion-like endings (7. XII, 4, 5) come from the
locality area, framed by S. Dumitrascu, one of Keller 2/B type and the second
of Keller 4/B type, reminding then of the pottery fragments discovered at “Fan-
tdna Sasului” (Dumitrascu 1976, p. 38—40, 47, T. 1., 1—2). e. Col. MTC, inventory
no. 1263, 1269.
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9. Poclusa de Barcdu, Bihor county.

a. Three copper Roman coins: one dated back from the 3-rd century, the
second, probably an ace from Aurelian, and the third from Theodosius I, AE-
GLORIA ROMANORUM 383—392. b. 1902. c. Within the village area. e. Collec-
tion of MTC., old collection, inventory no. 75.

g. Sdsianu 1980, p. 145, no. 96, I.

10. Popesti, Bihor county.

Dealul Comorii

a. Isolated discovery, imperial denarius from Antoninus Pius for Faustina
:.}, 141—161 (?). b. 1970. c. Surface discovery. e. Collection of MTC, inventory no.
56.

g. Chirild 1974, p. 137, Sdsianu 1980, p. 145, no. 97.

11. Porti, Marca commune, Silaj county.

Sub cetate

a. Surface descovery: a bead made of glass paste, cylindrical, and with tron-
conic endings (T. X]I, 3), dimensions: 1.3 cm in diameter, 3.2 em in length. The
ornament is of black glaze on which concentric circles have been applied, having
between them a wave-like line. Both the circles and the line are yellow. Dating:
back from the 4-th century (Dumitrascu 1983, p. 75, T. III, 4). From the same
place we have fine gray wheel-made pottery fragments, with a stamped scenery
(T. II, 12), then a black-gray one, but mostly gray with gravels and brick-like
pottery from large jars (dolia) (T. II, 13). Other few fragments probably came
from the same place: there are wheel-made as well, of a fine gray paste — also
from bowls- and hand-made pottery of a coarse black-gray paste, the lattest
being now at Zalau Museum (Matei 1980, p. 239, T. XXX). c. Surface investiga-
tion. d. Doina Ignat. e. Collection of MTC, inventory no. 7194, collection of Zalau
Museum. f. Mate; 1980, p. 239, T. XXX; Dumitrascu 1983, p. 75, T. II1/4).

12. Sdcueni, Bihor county.

Horo

a. At this point there has been found a sarmathic grave, in which there
also were: a brick- like wheel-made pot with two ears, belonging to a provin-
cial Roman period, and also a string of different coloured beads, made of glass
and paste, having a tubular or hexagonal form (Popescu 1967, p. 131, Dorner 1971,
p. 688: Dumitrascu 1993, p. 128).

Within the village area there have been found: a subaerated denarius, co-
pied by those of Traianus, two denarii from Hadrianus, one denarius and a sester-
tius from Antonius Pius, two denarii from marcus Aurelius, one dupondius from
Lucius Verus, one sestertius from Philippus I, one antoninian from Valerian,
one follis from Diocletianus and one from Constantius Chlorus, then four cen-
tenionalis from Constantinus or Constans, Constantius II and Valens, an imita-
tion from a maiorina from Constantius II and one solidus from Honorius. The
only coin whose very place of discovery is known is a denarius from Antoninus
Pius, found at Csikoszik. e. Except the inventory of the sarmathic grave, which is
to be found in the collection of the MTC — number of inventory 1297, the other
discoveries are to be found in the collection of Siacueni Museum, f ‘Popescu 1967,
p. 131; Dorner 1971, p. 688; Chirili-Emodi-Nanasi 1971, p. 568; Chirild 1974, p. 138,
Sdsianu 1980, p. 155—158, no. 109; Dumitrascu 1983, p. 64, T. VIII, 1L

13. Sdlddbagiu de Barcdu, Balc commune, Bihor county.

a. In the south-east part of the village, on the second terrace of Barcdu, many
neolithic pottery fragments and others of Roman imperial period have been dis-
covered, after surface researches. b. 1995. d. M. Rosu. f. Within the reramic ma-
terial we can distinguish many categories: fine gray, blackish and brick-like
wheel-made ones, belonging to bowls (T. II, 1, 2), pitchers (T. II, 3, 4) and large
jars (T. II, 5—7, 9), black coarse, outwardly with sand, small and with gravel
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in its paste also wheel-made, and one hand-made fragment adorned with an
alveolar belt under the rim (T. II, 8).
g. Rosu 1996, p. 90—92,

14, Sannicolaw de Munte, Sicueni commune, Bihor county.

a. Isolated discoveries: one subaerated denarius from Geta and an antoni-
nian or bronze coin from Galliennus. e. Collection of Sicueni Museum. f. Chirild-
Emgdi-Nanagi 1971, p. 568; Sdsianu 1980, p. 97, no. 22, I.

15. Sdniob, Bihor county.

&. Isolated discoveries: two antoninians emitted by Valerianus and a copy
after an antoninian emitted by Probus. e. Collection of Sdcueni Museum.

g. Chirila-Emadi-Nanasi 1971, p. 568; Chirild 1974, p. 138; Sdsianu 1980, p.
154, no. 122, I, I1.

18, Santimreu, Bihor county
a. isolated discovery: one solidus from Constantin I. b. 1913. c. Within the

village area. e. Collection of Debrecen Museum (Hungary). g. Sdsianu 1980, p. 160,
no. 117, III.

17. Suplacu de Barcdu, Bihor county

Archaeological excavations within the commune, having as main object the
studying of neolithical settlements. have confirmed the existence, in all the exca-
vated noints, of archaeological finds from the Roman imperial period.

I. Lapis I point.

In 1980, while studying the Starcevo-Cris settlement, situated on Barcau's
hizher terrce which easily gets down to the holm, on the left side of the road
from Oradea to Zaldu, in 1980 a S2 section of 27 X 2 m has been traced out,
and in 1981 another area has been searched on a surface of 80 m 2 divided into
four cross sections, each of 5 X 4 m, classified as A, B, C, D (T. I, 2). Under
the vegetal layer, at 0.30—0.35 m, on the entire surface, without forming a pro-
per layer, fine grey pottery fragments have appeared, with a category of wheel-
macde coarse fragments, and brown fragments, the majority hand-made. In S2,
m, 27 a three-partite comb was found, made of bone, with two rows of teeth,
broken long time ago, attached with five bronze rivefs, istill preserved on a
length of 9.8 em. and a width of 3 em., having a rectangular form. The outward
partites are decorated with straight and wave-like lines, realized from the inci-
sed points. The ceramic material dates back from the 4-th century, and con-
cerning the comb, we’'ll refer to its dating later on. Except the already known
material, some other ceramic fragments dating back from the 8-th and 9-th
centuries have been found together with a few others dating back from the feu-
dal period.

c. The stratigraphy of the site continues from the depth in which the al-
ready mentioned materials have been found till 0.60—0.65 m, a level belonging
to the end of the bronze period being thus observed, then a neolithic one, Star-
cevo-Cris. To the gray pottery horizon -probably in great part distroyed by the
plough- aiso belong a tronconic hollow, discovered in casket D (T. I, 3); the su-
perior ciameter is of 1.25 m, the inferior one of 0.60 m, and 1.05 m in depth. Its
utility scems to be that of a thrifty hollow. d. Excavations, Doina Ignat. e. Col-
lection of MTC, inventory no. 11115, 11116, 11384, 11385, 11469, 11362, 12298,
14173, 14421. f. As part of fine gray pottery, more categories of vessels are to be
observed: bowls, with right or evasive walls in their superior part (T. III, 1—3),
reflected rim and the body bulging towards the exterior (T. III, 4, 6), their dia-
meters varying between 15 and 20 cm. To all these, two shapes, probably from
the bowls as well (T. 1II, 7, 8) and one from a large vessel (T. III, 9), are added,
followed by pitchers (T. III, 10, IV, 1, 2), and small and middle-sized, large jars
(T. 1V, 3—7). The scenery consists of stamped ornament on the majority of
the and on a single pitcher exemplary. On pitchers, the grooves prevail, especially
under the rim, and in the jug’s case, we meet lines or bands of wave-like lines
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framed or not by simple horizontal lines. One single fragment comes from a pot
(T. IV, 8). The paste varies, especially in bowls, dividing itself into: brittle gray
and blackish-gray, better burnt, with “metalic’ appearance as @ rule.

The wheel-made coarse pottery is limited numerically, three fragments co-
ming from small and middle-sized pots (T. IX, 7, 10). The paste is brownblackish
or brown brick-like, coarse, uniformly burnt, having gravel as degreasing ele-
ment.

The hand-made fragments come from pots having bitronconic corp, rounded
on the maximum diameter’s line, short neck (T, VIII, 2—4). The fragments come
from twice burnt vessels. The paste has in its composition gravel and sand with
mica, being incompletely burnt, generally bright at the surface mnd black inside.
The material from the thriftly hollow deserves a separate approach, because it
comes from the single known compleX, contemporary of the sporadic pottery ho-
rizon. The wheel-made fine gray pottery is represented by 85 fragments and, com-
pared to the 20 wheel or hand-mrade coarse one, it could represent the real pro-
portion between the two categories.

The bowls represent the biggest part of the fine gray pottery, fragments
coming from ten different-sized vessels, going for the rim’s diameter from 28 to
12 em (T. V—VI). According to their form, they could be classified into two ca-
tegories: those with right walls in their superior side (T. V, 1, 2, VI, 1) and those
with reflected rim, with grooves immediately under it (T: V, 3—9, VI, 2). A cha-
racteristic of the last ones would be their relative conical form, unlike the first
ones which have a cylindrical form in their superior side.

Fragments of pitchers or decanters come, probably, from three vessels (T.
VII, 1—7). The round torches in the section appear completely fragmentary. The
vessels, the form of which can be foreseen, have either a square-like aspect or a
bulging, spherical form, just like those we meet at Lazuri (Stanciv 1995, T. XXXV,
Fig. 29—34).

The jugs are four in number, after the pottery fragments which may clearly
show this form, the walls of some of them touching the thickness of one centi-
metre; the rim’s diameter oscillates between 28 and 30 cm (7. VII, 8—10).

The stamped scenery appears only on bowls, accompanied by horizontal
grooves or in one case by vertical ones, made with the finger. The pitchers, and
decanters have as ornament incised lines under the rim and also on the infe-
rior side, under the curve and the jugs have two wave-like lines immediately
under the rim, to which, in one case, a nervure in relief is added. A rim frag-
ment, belonging to a jug as well, is decorated with a broken polished line (T.
VII, 10).

The most part of the gray pottery is uniformly burnt, with fine sand as a
degreasing element, and of a more or less brittle paste. The angobe, which pro-
bably covered it at the beginning, disappeared from the most part of the frag-
ments, Opposed to the brittle one, we have the gray-blackish pottery, colour re-
sulted either from the angobe or from the more coarse and better burnt paste.

At the hand-made pottery the prevailing shape is again the pot with all
the three variants of the typology realised by I. Stanciu (Stanciu 1995, p. 160
(T. VIlI, 1, 3—6, IX, 1—6, 8, 9, 11). Two fragments come from two tureens with the
rim brought into their interior (T. VIII, 6, 7). Inside the hollow there have also
been discovered two fragments of hand-made lamps, one of them decorated with
cells at its base (T. IX, 12, 13).

II. Lapis II point.

a. In the section S5, m. 14, 15, 16, 17, at 0.40 deep, fine gray and coarse
ceramic fragments appeared sporadically, and a handle fragment made of coarse
brown-brick-like paste (T. X, 1—5, 7, 9). Here we distinquish the same shapes
of fine gray pottery: tureens and bowls between 13 and 20 em in diameter, some
of them with stamped scenery, the pitchers, but unfortunately the large jugs are
missing. b. 1989. d. Doina Ignat. e. Collection of MTC, inventory no. 14377, 14378,
14380.

I1I. Corau.

a. Fine gray pottery has been discovered and also coarse one as a variant.
b. 1976. c. Surface searches. e. Collection of MTC, inventory no. 9208. f. The frag-
ments indicate three vessel categories generally spread: small-dimensioned tu-
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reen (rim's diameter 10 cm) (T. X, 8), pitcher fragments (T. X, 6, XI, 1) and pro-
vision vessels, large-dimensioned, half-fine and coarse, with grovels in the paste,
decorated with wave-like bands of lines (T. XI, 2—4).

a. Accidental discovery: rhombus-like silver necklace with closing small ears
made by beating (the piece published without drawing and inventory no., wasn’t
accessible to us). When published, the piece was dated back from the 3-th and
5-th centuries (Dumitrascu 1983, p. 44). c¢. It comes from the Salanki collection.

g. Dumitrascu, 1983, p. 44.

18. Tduteu, Bihor county.

a. Accidental discovery: fragments of large jugs come from an unspecified
point, IKoman and post-Roman pottery, 3-rd and 4-th centuries” (Rep. p. 78, no.
406, Dumitrascu).

g. Rep. p. 78, no. 406, (S. Dumitrascu).

19. Voivozi, Bihor county.

Cilogos

a. A Roman period settlement was discovered, with fine gray and brick-like
wheel-made ceramics dated back from the 3-rd century and probably the begin-
ning of the 4-th century. b. 1973. c. The section, archaeologically researched by
S. Dumitrascu, with the community leaded by R. Popa, is situated at mbout 300
metres north from the clergycal complex of 13-th to 15-th or 16-th centuries.
Discontinued levels of habitation have been identified: Hallstatian one, a Roman
one and the third, much better kept, from 8-th or 9-th century, remains of dwel-
lings have been found. d. Systematic surface researches — R. Popa, excavations —
S. Dumitrascuy, in the community that worked at Bisericuta. e. Collection of MTC,
inventory no. 8445.

g. Popa-Cdpdtand-Lukacs 1987, p. 69, Cronica activitdtii stiintifice a sectiet
de istorie, pe ‘anul 1973, in Crisia 4, 1974, p. 358; Rep. p. 86, no. 457 (S. Dumi-
trascu).

20. Sdlard, Bihor county (complex whose attribufes are uncertain)

Ferma Bodoiog

a. In this place F. Ardos has pointed out more tumuli, “earth hillocks”, with
a diameter of 10 to 15 metres, that had, before 1936, from 0.5 to 3.5 metres in
hight (Ardos 1936, p. 69—71). After excavating some of them, F. Ardos found out
that they have been probably raised up in prehistory, having been used as “dwel-
lings for the prehistorical man”, and near one of them “bronze objects” have
been found, earlier ones, belonging to the “migrating peoples”, lost today, from
which he concluded that they have been used for “habitation or funeral places".
Examining the map with the field of tumuli published by S. Dumitrascu and
Hadnagy (T. I, 4), it can be observed that at this point there really are some
hillocks, which they considered to be tumuli (S. Dumitrascu, — Hadnagy 1985,
pP. 513—515), and probably others, much flatter that are all over from the north-
east to the south-east part without a certain order and within the Fegernicul Nou
and Ciuhoi villages. Although the quoted fauthors haven't found any archaeolo-
gical materials at” the surface, the information of Andros are precious, because
we know that in the Roman imperial period many peoples raised up or used tu-
muli (Dorner 1971, p. 683, Kotigorosko 1995, p. 123—126). Still, until further sy-
tematic excavations, there is no certitude for their artificial origin.

THE ANALYSIS OF THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL
DISCOVERIES

Settlements

On this matter, the researches are not enough to reach to a conclu-
sion. The “levels” discovered at Misca, Suplacu de Barcau and Voivozi,
archaeologically investigated by excavations, does not represent proper
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layers, because they haven’t been from the beginning the cbject of the
archaeological researches or because of their desorder made by the
plough. The complexes known from the settlements arc few. The thriftly-
hollow from Suplacu de Barcdu (T. I, 3) has a good analogy in the no.
1 hollow from Arad-Gradiste (Dorner 1970, p. 445—446, fig. 2—3). The
fireplace discovered at the Misca complex, which is probably entirely a
dwelling, has a good analogy in the fireplaces with burnt-walls found
at the north side of Upper Tisa and in west and north-west of Romania
(KotigoroSko 1995, p. 166; Stanciu 1996, p. 71—72). Many settlements
are gathered in the same area, as it is shown in the proximity of those
in Porti, Suplacu de Barcau, Balc and, eventually in Sildadbagiu de
Barcdu. The phenomenon of “swarming”, meaning their removal from
a place to another, also has to be considcred.

Funeral discoveries

The only funeral complex is the sarmathic grave from Sdcueni
(Popescu 1967, p. 131; Dérner 1971, p. 688; Dumitrascu 1993, p. 128) that
can be dated after the pot of Roman origin back from 2-nd or 3-th cen-
tury. As it has already been mentioned, the field with tumuli from Sa-
lard-Fegernicul Nou-Ciuhoi has a slice of uncertainty regarding its in-
tegration in the Roman imperial period.

Pottery

The pottery is the archaeological material the most represented and
it is classified, as it has been ascertained in the list of discoveries, into
three categories: fine gray or brick-like wheel-made ones, with a va-
riant in which the degreasing element appears at the surface of the
pots, giving them a coarse aspect; the wheel-made coarse ones and the
hand-made ones.

The first category represents the majority. The most spread pot’s
form of the fine gray and brick-like pottery is constituted by the fra-
med pots and bowls, mostly two main categories: 1. those with right
walls in the superior part that indicates a cylindrical form (T. III, 1—
3, V, 1, 2, VI 1, X, 8), some very closed to the Draggendorf 37 form;
2. those with a reflected rim, oblique or in a right angle, gencrally in
a spherical form (T. II, 1, 2, 1II, 4—6, VI, 2, X, 1, 2, 9). The cups have
ovoidal or square-like form with evasive rims. The ears are round in
section, for the gray ones, and the one of brick-like paste i$ almost rec-
tangular (T. X, 7). The two cared pitcher from Sacueni, considered as
Roman import after the red outer angobe deserves much attention (Dit-
mitrascu 1993, quoted placed). A fragment coming from one pot is
known at Suplacu de Barcau. Jars of different dimensions can be clas-
sified in what concerns the form of their lips, which can be either straight
or oblique in the exterior. The ornaments vary with the ceramic category
fine gray ceramics has horizontal grooves, and in one case vertical ones,
and also stamped crnaments. The latter ones consist of circles, roscttes,
floral motives, weave-like circles, ’'S’s, palmed motives, dot-like lines,
geometrical ornaments and so on, having analogies in the settlements
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situated at the limes of Badon, Mirsid, Doh, Panic, and later on at La-
zuri, in Culciu Mare. (Matei 1980, p. 234—238, T. I, 6, 9 XIX, XXVI, I;
Matei 1985, p. 250, T. V, 2; Stanciu 1995, p. 158, T. XXXVI). This kind
of scenery has its origin in the well-known type that exists at Porolis-
sum (Gudea 1980; Stanciu 1995, quoted place, with the bibliography). On
the vessel from the already mentioned places associated stamped moti-
ves appear, which in Suplacu and Porti appear separated. Two types of
stamped ornaments come into view: one consisting of concentric circles
associated with vertical lines in the interior, marked by small line rows
belonging to a bigger vessel (after the width cf the wall), unfortunately
impossible to be determined in form (T. III, 9), and the other ornament,
-of rectangular form where rows of small oblique lines, this time hori-
zontally arranged, are framed by cut off lines on all the sides (T. VI,
3). The first ornament would find an analogy in a scenery with con-
centric circles observed on an angobe plate polished at Suceag (Opreanu
1992, p. 162, T. IV, 5), the second one resembles a stamp from a bigger
vessel found at Cociuba Mare in Cohéresti (Dumitrascu 1972, p. 198, T.
II, 3). The discoveries from both places were dated back from the 4-th
century. Horizontal lines imprinted in the paste are characteristic for
the pitchers and in one case the stamped scenery appears (T. I1I, 10).
At Porti and Suplacu de Barcau, the jars are made of well burnt gray
and gray black paste, with simple row or wave like lines, scenery that is
to be found also in S&ldabagiu de Barcdu, Misca and Balc. A rim frag-
ment from Suplacu is ornamented with a polished cut off line (T. VII,
10). The chronological difference between the jars from the 2-nd and
3-rd centuries and those of the 4-th century might be marked by the
‘lack of ornament in the previous ones (Dumitrascu 1972, p. 62—65; Du-
mitragcu 1993, p. 102). In the cultural area of Militari-Chilia, this kind
of vessel appears only from the third to the fourth century, associated
with gray polished ceramics and with Dacian earthen lamp ornamen-
ted with alveolae at its base, In Transilvania, this form continues to
exist in the first an in the second half of the fourth century (Opreanu
1995, p. 247—-253), having as well ornaments discovered in the valley
of Barcdu, ceramics that may be dated from the time this region was
-a Roman province.

Although small in quantity the wheel-made ceramics is ample at
Salddbagiu, coming from pots that don’t really have clear form. Con-
cerning the form, the hand-made material is included in the category
of big pots, more or less of brick-line or brown paste and with gravel
as degreasing element. One fragment seems to have a wheel-made lip.
Some of them are carefully done others are not and have fingerprints,
and some of them are burnt twice. These fragments are included in threc
forms of Stanciu's tipologies (Stanciu 1995, p. 160—161, T. XXXVII).
Some vessels discovered at Suplacul de Barciu as well as a turcen, are
to be found in Igolomia group (Dobrzanska 1990, p. 82, T 15,/69, 14/56). The
two hand-made earthen-lamps are different and scenery, one being made
of brown paste with gravel and ornamented with alveoli at its base, the
other being of finer black paste and not ornamented, without any free
space. Outside the limes although in the north-west part of Dacia, there
is a whole mass of hand-made earthen-lamps, from which only one
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fragment of ceramics was known — the one from Zaliu—Valea Matii
(Opreanu 1993, p. 237—238, 255 with places of discovery). Those from
Suplacu de Barcau are also dated back from the 4-th century. The
most western discovery is in Oradea—Salca, where in 1996 during sa-
ving excavations, at Ghetarie point, a fragment of an earthen-lamp or-
namented with alveoli at its base, appeared. Although less in quantity
in the north-west part of Romania — maybe because of the lack of re-
searches-these discoveries might show a pretty important diffusion in
time and space. Their ethnic affiliation is clearly mentioned, they be-
long to the Dacians or to the Dacian-Romans.

As chronological indicators, the articles of clothers and the jewelry
are very important: combs, brooches, beads and the pedant that co-
mes from Suplacu de Barciu.

The three-partite combs with bilateral teeth are considered to be of
Roman origin (Opreanu, 1997, p. 263, with bibliography), or products,
both siecific to the barbarian world and to the late Danubian limes (Petko-
vic, 1995, p. 126—129), being dated by the latter one between the 4-th
and the 6-th centuries, still more types can be distinguished. The comb
with bilateral teeth from Suplacu de Barciu has its best analogy in the
one accidentally discovered at Salacea (Dumitrascu, 1983, p. 49, T.
XXI1V/i) both of them having the same scenery of dotted lines and
close by dimensions.

These combs are included in the type I, after Sofia Petrovi¢'s clas-
sification (Petkovié, p. 126—129, T. I—III). On the territory of the past
Dacia, they are spread merely in the west area — much more urbani-
zed —, being different from the typical one from Sintana de Mures —
Cernyahov culture, where combs with bilateral teeth appear only spora-
dically (Opreanu 1992, p. p. 163—165, with the bibliography). The con-
text of discoveries from Suplacu de Barcdu together with the fine
gray and brick-like wheel-made pottery and the hand-made one
offers an important chronological reference point for the whole
standard of Roman period existent here which can be dated
back irom the second half of the 4-th century, possibly to
the beginning of the 5-th century. The glass bead discovered
at Porfi (T. XII, 3) together with the same pottery, having analogies
in the burial grave from Tarnavioara, in the Roman-Bizantine necropo-
lis of the 4-th — 5-th century from Callatis, and in the Targusor one,
belonging to Sintana de Mures-Cernyahov culture, confirm this dating
(Bldajan 1994, p. 228, T. XI, 6). A bead of the same type was discovered
at Misca, too (T. XII, 2). The brooches with onion-like endings, of Kel-
ler's 1 and 4 type, discovered, as Dumitrascu notices, at Misca, belong
to the same chronological space. The iron brooch with an inward tur-
ned leg, could be included in the same period (Peskar 1972, p. 122—125,
T. 42, 1). A horizon from the middle of the 4-th century was observed
in the Dacian settlement from Arad—Ceala, dated by the coin from
Constantius II (Sdgianu 1980, p. 45, with the note 91), then in Rapa (Du-
mitrascy 1972, p. 198—199) and from Galospetreu, where small gray
pottery fragments have been found, and also a coin emitted at Valens
came into view (Sdsianu, quoted place). From Valea lui Mihai we have
more combs with two rows of teeth of which one has thickened short
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sizes (Dumitragcu 1983, p. 49—50), the last one in the Upper Moe-
sia back from the last quarter of the 4-th century to the first half of
the 5-th century, probably connected to the presence of some German
soldiers of the imperial army (Petkovié 1995, p. 127—128). There is
another comb from Diosig (Dumitrascu 1972, p. 232, with the note 21)
and in Biharea there is a comb-making workshop, dating back from thc
5-th century to the 6-th century (Dumitrascu 1982, p. 107—121) and
belenging — as the pottery shows — to a Dacian-Roman population.
The combs from Valea lui Mihai and Diosig were connected to the burial
graves that belonged to the Gepidi (Dumitrascu 1983, quoted place, Rep.
(p. 83—84, I, Ordentlich). So, the situation from this area shows that
this kinu of combs can not bring alone any ethnic affiliation, but maybe,
with the help of a correlation with other archaeoclogical materials, sepa-
rating them chronologicaly.

For a reduced area, like the one of the list of discoveries, the mo-
netary discovieries can be used for the next systematic researches, being
mel in the already known context for the nonth-west of Romania, be-
cause they chronologically last from Hadrianus to Honorius (393—423),
the arrival cf the Huns reducing the coins’ circulation. Parallel to other
imports, the monetary imitations seem to come, as well as the stamped
pottery, from Porolissum, which is confirmed by the discoveries from
the Silvania depression (Sdsianu 1980, p. 40—41). The coin hoard of
Diosig is the one only known in this area and it is included in the ho-
rizen of the coin hoards that end with strucks from 258-—259, related,
to the arrival of the Roxolans in the Tisa's field, the later coming of the
Sarmatians on the middle course of Barciau being confirmed on monec-
tary base by the imitations from Marghita and Séniob (Sasianu 1980,
p. 39, 46).

The )middle course of Barciu entered into the area (out of Roman
province Dacia) controlled by the Romans and under the influence of
the porolissens’ produces, offers until now a material that can be dated
back from 3-rd or 4-th century. Although this area is, it was already
shown, less known through the archaeological excavations, and much
less known in the 2-nd century p. Ch., the next researches are to clear
up the aspects regarding the chronology of the Roman imperial period
in this area of ,barbaricum®.
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Descoperirile de epocd romand in vestul si nord-vestul Roméniei
au facut ultimii ani obiectul unor studii care au incercat si sistemati-
zeze, informatiile deja cunoscute (Sdsianu 1980, Dumitrascu 1993; Stan-
ciu 1993). Bazinele hidrografice au fost zone locuite intens in aceasta
perioadd, dar insuficienta cercetarilor ramane totusi principala carenta
in abordarea sinteticA a unui asemenea spatiu geograflic. Raul Barcdin
isi are izvoarele in zona nord-estici a muntilor Plopis, din apropierea
‘limes-ului roman, valea acestuia constituind, impreuna cu cea a Cras-
nei, un posibil culoar de trecere in provincie, inspre est, spre castrul de
la Buciumi, iar inspre sud-est, prin pasul spre valea Crisului Repede,
unde existau burgi de la Negreni si Poieni, apoi castrul de la Bologa
(Ferenczi 1959, p. 344, 347—349; Ferenczi 1967, p. 152). Dupa icsirea
din defileu, in dreptul comunei Marca, rdul formeazd o campie aluvio-
narfi panid la iegirea spre campia Ierului, de unde porneste in meandre
sinuoase pind la varsarca in Crisul Repede. Asezirile fortificate de
epocd La Téne, dacicd, dealtfel cele mai nordice cunoscutc in nord-
vestul Romdniei, sunt situate pe un aliniament la sud de Barcau, mar-
cat de inaltimile muntilor Plopis si ale ramificatiilor acestora spre zona
de campie. In epoca romand imperiald, habitatul se deplaseazi in zona
de mai joasd altitudine, in valea si cadmpia aluviald cu terase creatc de
meandrele Barciului si Ierului. Zona repertoriati cuprinde valea Barci-
ului de la iesirea din defileul de la' Marca, pand la frontiera Romaniei
cu Ungaria, incluzdnd si afluentii: Inot, Bistra, Fancica si o parte a cam-
piei lerului (Fig. 1, harta).

Descoperirile arheologice de suprafati si cele provenite din sapéaturi
sistematice, coroborate cu cele monetare, cuprind cronologic spatiul din
primii ani de dupéa cucerire in epoca romanai tarzie.

REPERTORIUL DESCOPERIRILOR*

1* In cuprinsul repertoriului am notat cu a, tipul descoperirii si datarea, cu
b, anul descoperirii, ¢ contextul, d, descoperitorul, e, locul de pastrare si numarul
de inventar, f, observatii, g, bibliografie.

1. Balc, jud.! Bihor

a. La 150 metri sud-est de Sanatoriul de Neuropsihiatrie, la cca. 50 metri
sud de Barcau, pe prima terasa a acestuia, alaturi de fragmente ceramice neolitice
si de altele din secolele 7/—8 au fost identificate si cateva de epoca romana (Pl
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i0, 11). b. 1997. c. Pe o suprafata de cca. 30—40 metri lungime si cca. 20—25 la-
time, in pamantul de aratura, au aparut si fragmente de chirpic, oase de animale
(corn), probabil mntrenate pe plug din mai multe nivele de locuire. d. S. Bulzan
M. Rosu. e. Col. M.T.C. f. Materialul ceramic de epocd romani, desi redus canti-
tativ si fragmentar se poate imparti in doud categorii: 1. Ceramica lucratad la
roatd, cenusie cu decor din doud linii in val, incizate, avand pasta negricicasa in
sectiune iar degresantul din nisip si microprundis. In exterior este acoperiti cu
o angobad cenusiu-deschisa. Ea pare a proveni de la un chiup de mici dimensiuni
(P1. II, 10). Ceramicad lucratd cu ména de culoare ocru-cenusie sau neagra din
pastd zgrunturoasd cu degresant de nisip si microprundis. Cantitatea mica de ma-
terial recoltat nu permite o datare stransa, secolele 2—4.

2. Budusldu, jud. Bihor.

a. Descoperire izolatd: denar imperial de la Hadrianus, 134—138. b. 1903. c.
fn hotarul satului, lucrari agricole. e. col. M.T.C,, numar de inventar 168.
g. Sdsianu 1980, p. 97, nr. 22. 1.

3. Cadea, jud. Bihor.

a. Descoperiri izolate: un denar de la Septimius Severus, 198—200, un follis
de la Constantin I, 317 si un centenionalis Constantius 1I. Tot de la Cadea pro-
vine, dupa S. Dumitrascu o piesd, posibil fibulda cu capete de ceapa, din care s-a
pastrat ,,arcul semicircular, resortul scurt si piciorul drept® si un ,fragment de
cui“. Pe arc ea era ornamentati cu o proeminentd (Dumitrascu 1976, p. 43—44).
e. Muz. Sacueni.

g. Vezi Sdsignu 1980, p. 99, 188, nr. 23, cu bibliografia, (Dumitrascu 1976,
p. 43—44.

4. Ciulesgti, jud. Bihor.

a. Descoperire izolatd: centenionalis de la Constantius IT, 355—361. g. Sdsianu
1980, p. 188—189, nr. 158, I, cu bibliografia.

5. Diosig, jud. Bihor.

L

a. Tezaur compus din 65 antoninieni de la: Elagabalus (1), Gordianus III (6),
Philippus I (7), Philippus 1 si Philippus II (1), Philippus II (3), Traianus Decius
(5), Hostilianus (1), Trebonianus Gallus (8), Volusianus (7), Aemilianus (3), Valeri-
anus (8), Gallienus (8). b. 1898. c. in hotarul localitatii, lucrari agricole. e. col. M.N.M

g. Sdsianu 1980, p. 120—222, nr. 47, I, cu bibliografia.

1I1. Insula femeilor

a. Dascoperire intamplitoare: aureus de la Probus, prevazut cu o toarta
tubulara. b. 1977. c¢. lucrdri agricole, e. Col. M.T.C,, nr. de inventar 839.
g. Sdsianu 1980, p. 122, nr. 47, 11, cu bibliografia.

6. Ghenetea, com. Viisoara, jud. Bihor.

a. Intr-un depozit s-au descoperit 4 castroane si o strachind lucrate la roati
din pastd fina cenusie; trei dintre ele ornamentate cu motive stampate (cerculete,
rozete, figuri geometrice), toate datate in secolele 3—4. (Dumitrascu-Nanasi 1972,
p. 227—229, pl. LXII, 1—5). b. 1968. c. Intr-o carierd de nisip la dreapta drumului
dintre Marghita si Ghenetea, la 0,40—0,55 m. adéncime intr-un pdmént argilos.
Contextul exact sau relationarea cu un complex nu se cunoaste. d. Z. Nanasi. e.
Col. Muz. Sicueni. f. Dimensiunile castroanelor variaza intre 23,4 si 7,8 cm,, dia-
metrul gurii si intre 10,8 si 3,7 em, diametrul fundului. Strachina are peretii ar-
cuiti cu buza evazatd, nefiind ornamentatd, (dimensiuni 17,5 cm, diametrul gurii
si 68 cm cel al fundului, inaltime 8 cm.), a fost atribuitd, cu rezerve unei in-
fluente germanice, impreund cu un alt castron neornamentat (vezi discutia la
Dumitrascu — Nanagi 1972, p. 229—232; Rep. p. 36, nr. 177 (Dumitragcu).
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a. descoperire izolatd: imitatie dupd un aureus, sfarsitul secolului 3. b. 1911.
c. Col. M.N.M. :

g. Sdsianu 1980, p. 133, nr. 74, 1.

8. Misca, com. Chislaz, jud. Bihor.

Fantédna Sasului

a. probabil asezare. b. 1977. c. Sapaturi arheologice: au fost trasate trei sec-
tiuni: S-1 la 180 m de Fantana Sasului pe directia nord-sud, S-II la 13 m nord
de S-T si S-TII la 13 m sud de S I, ambele orientate est-vest. Sub pamaéantul de-
ranjat de aratura se afla un nivel de epocd romand, cuprins intre 0,45—0,50 m,,
iar sub el s-au conturat urme sporadice de chirpic si fragmente ceramice neo-
litice. d. S. Dumitrascu. e. Col. M.T.C. f. In ceea ce priveste materialul arheologic,
ceramica reprezintd majoritatea. Pot fi distinse trei categorii: cea modelata la
roatd, din pasta find cenusie ornamentatd, cu benzi de linii simple sau in val, ce-
ramica lucrata la roata, din pastd de culoare negricioasd cu aspect zgrunturos si
cea lucratd cu mana, din pasti cardmizie cu degresant din microprundis si nisip.
Din sapaturd mai este amintitd o fibuld cu picior intors pe dedesupt (MUF), da-
tata in secolele 2—3, pana in secolul 4 (Dumitrascu 1979, p. 162). De la suprafata
au fost recuperate: o margea din pastd neagra, cilindriforma, cu capetele tronco-
nice, ornamentata cu motive in val din pastd rosie, un varf de sageatd cu doua
aripioare cu manson conic pentru fixare si o rozeti de pinten, probabil feudala.
In panta dealului, la suprafatd au fost observate mai multe pete de culoare nea-
gra cu material ceramic abundent. Ca urmare, a fost deschisa o casetd de 20X20
m (Dumitrascu 1979, loc. cit.), in care s4a constatat cA o buna parte a stratului de
culturd a fost deranjat de lucririle agricole care au antrenat o parte a materia-
lului ceramic: ceramicd cenusie find, unele fragmente cu decor stampilat si un
fragment cardmiziu de msemenea stampilat acoperit cu firnis rosu caramiziu.
Stratul propriu-zis este extrem de subtire, de 0,40—0,45 m. In partea centrald a
petei de forma ovald (8xX6 m) (Pl. I, 1), a fost dezvelitd o vatri de forma patru-
laterd (1,101/40,90 m), groasd de 0,10 m, inconjuratd din trei parti de o bordura
iesitd cu 10—12 cm fatd de restul ansamblului. In interiorul vetrei au aparut cir-
bum iar in mijloc o ,,0ald mare“ retezati de plug ceva mai jos de mijloc. In
partea de jos, aceasta era ornamentati cu patru alveole, realizate probabil cu de-
getul. Din observatiile lui S. Dumitrascu reiese cd vatra nu a avut o folosire inde-
lungata, carbunii indicdnd o ardere intensd, intregul ansamblu avand probabil o
singurd folosire. In privinta utilitatii, autorul opteazd pentru doud ipoteze: lo-
cuintd rotundd sau tumul cu vatrd de foc patrulaterd, inclindnd spre cea de a
doua (Dumitragcu 1979, p. 166). Asupra datdrii, acesta constatd cid ceramica stam-
pilata a fost descoperiti doar in ,tumulul® de pe pantd, aici neexistind, totusi,
urme de locuire, ceea ce ar oferi o deosebire de datare intre nivelul de pe terasa
(secolele 2—3[4) si cel funerar (secolele 3-—4) (Dumitrascu 1979, p. 166).

g. Dumitrascu 1979, p. 162—166.

11. Probabil din asezarea de epocd romana.

a. Un denar imperial subaerat, emis dupa cei aj lui Hadrian. e. Col. M.T.C,
nr. de inventar 1200.
g. Sasianu 1980, p. 134, nr. 79.

II1.

a. Din raza localitatii provin doud fibule din bronz cu capete de ceapa (PL
XII, 4, 5), incadrate de S. Dumitrascu, una in tipul Keller 2/B, iar adoua in tipul
Keller’ 4/B, amintind apoi de fragmentele ceramice descoperite la punctul Fantidna
Sasului (Dumitrascu 1976, p. 38—40, 47, pl. I, 1--2). e. Col. M.T.C,, nr. de inventar
1263, 1269.

9. Pocluga de Barcdu, jud. Bihor.

a. Trei monede romane de arami: una datati in secolul 3, a doua, probabil
un as de la Aurelign, iar a treia de la Theodosius I, AE — GLORIA ROMANORUM
383—392. b. 1902. c. In raza satului, e. Col. MTC col. veche, nr. inventar 75.

g. Sdsianu 1980, p. 145, nr. 96, 1.
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10. Popesti, jud. Bihor

Dealul Comorii

"a. Descoperire izolatd, denar imperial de la Antoninus Pius pentru Faustina
I 141—161 (?). b. 1970. c. Descoperire de suprafatid. e. Col. M.T.C., nr. de inventar
356.

g. Chirila 1974, p. 137; Sdsianu 1980, p. 145, nr. 97.

11. Porti, com. Marca, jud. Salaj

Sub cetate

a. Descoperire de suprafati, margea din pasti de sticld de culoare neagra,
cilindrica cu capete tronconice (Pl. XII, 3). Ornamentul consti in glazuri neagra
pe care au fost aplicate cercuri concentrice la capete si o linie ondulatd intre ele,
toate de culoare galbend, dimensiuni 1,3 cm diametru, 3,2 cm. lungime, datare,
secolul 4 (Dumitrascu 1983, p. 75, pl. 1II/4). Din acelasi loc provin fragmente ce-
ramice lucrate la roatd, din pastid cenusie find, cu decor stampilat (Pl II, 12),
apoi neagra-cenusie de la un chiup (Pl II, 13), din aceeasi forma provenind frag-
mente din pasti cenusie cu pietricele si cardmizie. Probabil din acelasi punct
provin si alte cateva fragmente ceramice lucrate la roati dintr-o pastd fina ce-
nusie, apartindnd unor castroane, precum si fragmente lucrate cu mana din pasta
zgrunturoasa cenusiu-negricioasd. Acestea din urma se afld in colectia Muzeului
din Zalau. c. periegheza. d. Doina Ignat. e, Col. M.T.C,, nr. de inventar 7194.

g. Matei 1980, p. 239, pl. XXX; Dumitrascu 1983, p. 75, pl. 111/4.

12. Sdcueni, jud. Bihor.

Horo.

a. In acest punct a fost descoperit un mormént sarmatic, din inventarul cé-
ruia fdceau parte un vas cu doua toarte, lucrat la roatd, caramiziu, de proveni-
entd romana provinciald, si un sirag de margele de diferite culori din sticla si
pastd de forma tubulard sau hexagonala (Popescu 1967, p. 131; Dorner 1971, p. 688;
Dumitrascu 1993, p. 128).

In hotarul satului au fost descoperite: un denar - subaerat, imitatie dupa cei
ai lui Traianus, doi denari de la Hadrianus, un denar si un sestertius de la Anto-
ninus Pius, doi denari de la Marcus Aurelius, un dupondius de la Lucius Verus,
un sesterius de %a Philippus, un antoninian de la Valerianus, un follis dela Diocle-
tianus si unul de la Constantius Chlorus, apoi patru centenionalis de la Constan-
tius sau Constans, Constantius Il si Valens o imitatie dupd o maiorina de la
Censtantinius II si un solidus de la Honorius. Singura moneda al careiloc de prove-
nienta este cunoscut, este un denar de la Antoninus Pius, gisit la locul ,,Csikészik".
e. Cu exceptia inventarului morméantului sarmatic, aflat in colectia M.T.C., nr.
inv. 1297, celelalte piese se afla in colectia muzeului din Sicueni. f. Popescu 1967,
p. 131; Dorner 1971, p. 688; Chirili — Emédi — Nanagi 1971, p. 568; Chirild 1974,
p. 138; Sasianu 1980, p. 155—158; Dumitrascu 1983, p. 64, pl. VIII, 1.

13. Salddbagiu de Barcdu, com. Bale.

a. In partea de sud-est a satului, pe a doua terasi a Barcaului au fost des-
coperite, in urma cercetdrilor de suprafatd, fragmente ceramice neolitice si de
epocd romana. b. 1995. d. M. Rosu. f. In cadrul materialului ceramic se disting
mai multe categorii: ceramicd find cenusie, negricioasa si caramizie lucrata la
roatd provenind de la castroane (Pl II, 1, 2), cani (Pl. II, 3, 4) si chiupuri Pl II,
5—7, 9), zgrunturoasid din pastd neagrd in interior si cdramizie in exterior cu ni-
sip, micd si microprundis in pastd, lucratd tot la roatd si un fragment lucrat cu
mana, ornamentat cu brau alveolar sub buza (PL II, 8).

g. Rosu 1996, 90—92,

14. Sdnnicolaw de Munte, com. Sacueni, jtid. Bihor.

a. Descoperiri izolate: un denar subaerat de la Geta si un antoninian sau
moneda de bronz de la Gallienus. e. Col. Muz. Sacueni. g. Chirild — Emddi —
Nanasi 1971, p. 568; Sdsianu 1980, p. 97, nr. 22.
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15. Sdniob, jud. Bihor.

a. Descoperiri izolate: doi antoninieni emisi de Valerianus si o imitatie dupa
un antoninian emis de Probus. e. Col. Muz. Sacueni.

g. Chirili — Emdd; — Nanasi 1971, p. 568; Chirild 1974, p. 138, Sdsianu 1980,
p. 159, nr. 112, I, II.

16. Santimreu, jud. Bihor.

a, Descoperire izolati: solidus de la Constantinus I. b. 1913. c. in hotarul sa-
tului. e. col. Muz. Debretin.
g. Sdsianu 1980, p. 160, nr. 117, III.

17. Suplacu de Barcdu, jud. Bihor.

Cercetarile arheologice intreprinse in raza comunei, avand ca obiectiv studie-
rea asezarilor neolitice au evidenfiat existenta, in toate punctele sondate, a ma-
terialului arheologic de epoca romana.

I. Punctul Lapis

a. Cu ocazia cercetdrii asezarii Staréevo — Cris, situati pe terasa inaltd a
Barciului, care coboara in pantd lind spre lunca inundabila, in stanga soselei
Oradea -—— Zalau, in anul 1980 a fost trasatd o sectiune S2 de 27'/,2 m, iar in 1981

a fost decopertata o suprafatd de 80 mp impartitd in patru casete de 5Y44 m,
numerotate A, B, C, D (Pl. I. 2). Sub stratul vegetal, Ia 0,30—0,35 m, pe toatd
suprafata au aparut, fara a constitui un nivel propriu-zis, fragmente ceramice
cenusii fine sau zgrunturoase lucrate la roatd si brune cafenii lucrate majoritar
cu mana. In S2, m. 27 a fost descoperit un pieptene din os cu dinti bilaterali,
rupti din vechime, péastrat pe o lungime de 9,8 cm si litime de 3 cm, de forma
dreptunghiulard compus din trei placi prinse cu cinci nituri de bronz. Placile
exterioare sunt ornamentate cu linii drepte si in meandre realizate din puncte
incizate. Materialul ceramic este databil in secolul 4, iar in ceea ce priveste piep-
tenele, asupra datdrii lui vom reveni ceva mai jos. In afara materialului deja
mentionat, s-au mai gasit si cateva fragmente ceramice din secolele 8—9 si ca-
teva feudale timpurii.

c. Stratigrafia sitului continuda de la adancimea la care mu fost gasite mate-
rialele sus amintite si pana la 0,60—0,65 m, conturdndu-se un nivel apartinand
sfarsitului epocii bronzului, apoi cel neolitic (Staréevo-Cris). Orizontului cu cera-
mica cenusie, probabil in mare parte distrus si dateritd lucrarilor agricole, ii apar-
tine o groapa de forma tronconica (Pl. I, 3) descoperitd in caseta D; diametrul
superior, 1,25 m, cel inferior, 0,60 m, adancimea 1,05 m. Utilitatea ei pare a fi
cea de groapa menajera. d. Sapaturi, Doina Ignat. e. Col. M.T.C., nr. de inventar:
11115, 11116, 11384, 11385, 11469, 11362, 12298, 14173, 14421. f. In cadrul ceramicii
fine cenusii se disting mai multe categorii de vase: castroane si boluri, cu peretii
drepti in partea superioara (Pl. III, 1—3) sau evazati, cu buza rasfrantd si corpul
bombat inspre exterior, in special bolurile (Pl. III, 4—6) diametrele lor variind
intre 15 si 20 cm. La acestea se adaugd doud forme nederminate, probabil tot de
la castroane (Pl. III, 7, 8) si un fragment de la un vas de mari dimensiuni (Pl II¢,
9), urmand apoi canile (Pl III, 10, 1V, 1, 2) si chiupurile de dimensiuni mici si
mijlocii (PIl. IV, 3, 4, 6, 7). Decorul constd in ornament stampilat, in majoritate pe
boluri si castroane si un singur exemplar dintr-o cana. La cani apar canelurile, in
special sub buza, iar in cazul chiupurilor se intdlnesc liniile sau benzile de linii
in val incadrate sau nu de linji simple orizontale. Un singur fragment provine de
la o oala (Pl. IV, 8). Pasta variaza indeosebji la castroane, de la cenusie exfolia-
bild pani la neagri-cenusie, aceasta din urméa avénd, in general cu aspect ,,me-
talic®.

Ceramica zgrunturoasid lucratd la roati este cea mai restransa numeric, trei
fragmente, provenind de la oale de dimensiuni mici si mijlocii (Pl IX, 7, 10).
Pasta este de culoare maroniu-negricioasd sau caramizie-maronie, grosolana, arsa
neuniform, avand ca degresant microprundis.

Fragmentele lucrate la ménd provin in totalitate de la oale cu corp bitron-
conic, rotunjit pe linia dimetrului maxim, gat scurt $i buza rdsfrantd spre exte-
rior rotunjitd sau taiata (Pl. VIII, 2, 4). Fragmentele provin de la 2 vase, arse
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secundar. Pasta are in componentd microprundis si nisip cu mica, fiind arsi in-
complet, in general oxidanta la suprafatd si neagra in interior.

Materialul din groapa menajera meritd o abordare separatad, deoarece el pro-
vine din singurul compleX cunoscut, contemporan orizontului cu ceramicad spora-
dicd. Ceramica fina cenusie lucratd la roatd este reprezentati de 85 de fragmente,
si fati de cele 20 lucrate din pastd zgrunturoasd, la mana sau la roatd, ar putea
arata adevarata proportie intre cele doua categorii.

Castroanele si bolurile reprezintd partea cea mai mare, in cadrul ceramicii
fine cenusii, fragmentele ceramice provenind sigur de la 10 vase de diferite di-
mensiuni mergédnd pentru diametrul gurii de la 28 la 12 em (Pl. V—VI). Ele s-ar
* putea diferentia, dupd forma in doua categorii: cele cu forma dreapta a peretelui
in partea superioard (Pl V, 1, 2, VI, 1) si cele cu buza rasfranti, cu caneluri
imediat sub aceasta (Pl. V, 3—9, VI, 2). O caracteristicA a acestora din urmia ar
fi forma relativ conicd, spre deosebire de primele care au o forma cilindrica in
partea superiogra.

Fragmentele de cdni sau ulcioare ar putea proveni de la trei vase (Pl. VII,
1—7). Cu totul fragmentar apar tortile rotunde in sectiune. Recipientele a ciror
forma poate fi intrevizuta, au fie un aspect carenat, fie o forma bombata, sferici
de tipul celor intalnite si la Lazuri (Stanciu 1995, pl. XXXV, Fig. 29—34).

Chiupurile sunt in numar de patru, dupa fragmentele ceramice care pot
arata clar aceastd forma, peretii catorva atingidnd grosimea de un centimetru
(Pl 1V, 5, VII, 8—10). Diametrele gurilor oscileazi intre 28 si 30 cm.

Decorul stampilat apare numai pe castroane, insotit si de caneluri orizon-
tale si intr-un caz verticale realizate cu degetul. Cénile au ca ornament, linii in-
cizate sub buzi, dar si in partea inferioard, sub curburd, iar chiupurile doua linii
in val, imediat sub buzi, carora li se adauga, intr-un caz, o nervurd in relief. Un
fragment de buzi este decorat cu o linie frianta lustruita (Pl. VII, 10).

Marea parte m ceramicii cenusii este arsd uniform, cu degresant din nisip
fin, din pastd mai mult sau mai putin exfoliabili. Angoba cu care probabil a fost
acoperitid initial a disparut de pe majoritatea fragmentelor. In opozitie cu aceasta
se afld ceramica cenusie-negricioasd, culoare rezultati fie din angoba, fie din
pastd, mai poroasd si mai bine arsa.

La ceramica lucratd cu méana, forma predominanta este, din nou, oala cu
toate cele trei variante ale tipologiei realizate de I. Stanciu (Stanciu 1995, p. 160)
Pl VIII, 1, 3, 5, IX, 1—6, 8, 9, 11). Pasta este grosierd, cu degresant din micro-
prundis, de culori diferite, de la neagra la maroniu-cenusie, padnad la cardmizie.
Doua fragmente provin de la strachini cu buzele trase in interior (Pl VIII, 6, 7).
In groapa au fost descoperite si doud fragmente de catui (Pl IX, 12, 13), dintre
care una ornamentatd cu alveole la baza.

Lapis IIL.

a. In sectiunea S5 m. 14, 15, 16, 17, la 0,40 au aparut sporadic, fragmente
ceramice cenusii fine si zgrunturoase si un fragment de toartd din pastd zgruntu-
roasd brun-ciramizie (Pl. X, 1—5, 7, 9). Si aici se observa aceleasi forme in cadrul
ceramcii fine cenusii: castroane si boluri cu diametre intre 13 si 20 cm., unele cu
decor stampat, cini, lipsind insd chiupurile. b. 1989. d. Doina Ignat. e. Col. M.T.C.,
nr. de inventar: 14377, 14378, 14380.

III. Corau

a. A fost descoperiti ceramica fini cenusie si o variantd a acesteia, zgruntu-
roasad, b. 1976, c. cercetari de suprafatd. e. Col. M.T.C,, nr. de inventar 9208. f_.
Fragmentele indicd cele trei categorii de vase general raspandite: castron de mici
dimensiuni (diametrul gurii 10 ecm.) (Pl. X, 8), fragmente de cani (Pl XI, 1) si
vase de provizii, de mari dimensiuni, semifine si zgrunturoase cu microprundis
in pastd, ornamentate cu benzi de linii in val (Pl XI, 2, 4).

u. Descoperire intamplitoare: pandantiv romboidal din argint prevazut cu
urechiuse de prindere, lucrat prin batere, (piesa, publicatd fard desen si numar
de inventar, nu ne-a fost accesibild). La publicare piesa a fost datatd in secolele
4—5. (Dumitrascu 1983, p. 44).

c. provine din colectia Salanki.
g. Dumitrascu 1983, p. 44.
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18. Tduteu, jud. Bihor.

a. Descoperire intamplatoare: dintr-un punct neprecizat provin fragmente de
chiupuri mari ,ceramicd romani si post romana, secolele 3—4“. (Rep. p. 78, nr.
406 — Dumitrascu)

g. Rep. p. 78, nr. 406. (S. Dumitrascu)

19. Voivozi, jud. Bihor. I

Cilogos

a. A fost descoperita o ,locuire* de epocd romana cu material ceramic lu-
crat la roata din pasta cenusie si ceramica caramizie, datat in secolul 3 si probrabll
1nceputu1 lui. 4. b. 1973. c. Sectiunea cercetata arheologlc de S. Dumltrascu in ca-
drul colectivului condus de R. Popa se afla la cca. 300 de metri nord de com-
plexul clerical din secolul 13—15/16. Au fost identificate nivele discontinue de
locuire: unul hallstatian, unul roman, iar al treilea, mai bine pastrat de secolele
8—9, unde s-au surprins resturi de locuinte. d. Periegheze R. Popa, sapaturi S.
Dumitrascu, in cadrul colectivului care a ilucrat la punctul Bisericuta. e. Col.
M.T.C,, nr. de inventar 3445.

g. Popa — Cdpdtdnd -- Lukdcs 1987, p. 69, Cronica activitdtij stiintifice &
sectiei de istorie, pe anul 1973, in Crisia 4, 1974, p. 358, Rep., p. 86 nr. 457 (S.
Dumitrascu).

20. Sdlard, jud. Bihor. (complex a carui atribuire culturala este nesigura)

Ferma Bodoiog

a. In acest punct au fost semnalati de catre F. Ardos mai multi tumuli,
wcoline de pamant”, cu diametrul de 10—15 m,, care aveau inainte de 1936 intre
0,5 si 3,5 m. inaltime (Ardos 1936, p. 69—71). In urma sectionarii unora dintre ei
F. Ardos a constat cd au fost probabil inaltati in preistorie, servind ,drept lo-
cuinte omului preistoric“, iar in wapropierea unuia dintre ei s-au gasit ,,obiecte
de bronz“, mai tarzii, apartindnd ,popoarelor navalitoare", astazi pierdute, de
unde a tras concluzia ca acestea le-au folosit drept ,locuinte sau locuri de mor-
minte”. Examinand harta (Pl. I, 4) ecu campul cu ,tumuli“, publicata de S. Du-
mitrascu si Hadntagy se observa ca in acest punct existd intr-adevar cateva ridi-
caturi de pamant, considerate de acestia din urma drept tumuli (Dumitrascu —
Headnagy 1985, p. 513—515), probabil si altii mult aplatizati care se intind insa
dinspre nord-vest spre sud-est, fard o anumitd ordine si in hotarele satelor Feger-
nicul Nou si Ciuhoi. Desi autorii citati nu au gasit materiale arheologice la
suprafatd, informatiile lui Ardos sunt totusi pretioase, deoarece stim ca in epoca
remana mai multe populatii indltau sau refoloseau tumulii (Dérner 1971, p. 683
cu bibliografia: Kotigorsko 1995, p. 123—126). Pana la efectuarea unor sapaturi
sistematice insd nu exista certitudinen originii lor artificiale.

ANALIZA DESCOPERIRILOR ARHEOLOGICE

Asezari

In privinta acestora ccrcetarile nu sunt insuficente pentru a sc pu-
tea trage o concluzie. ,Nivelele* descoperite la Misca, Suplacu de Bar-
cdu si Voivozi sondale arheologic, nu reprezinta straturi propriu-zise,
fie ¢d ele nu au facut de la bun inceput obiectul cercetdrilor, fic datorita
deranjarii lor prin lucrarile agricole. Complexele cunoscute din aseziri
sunt putine. Groapa menajerd de la Suplacu de Barcau are o buna ana-
logie in groapa nr. 1 de la Arad — Gradiste (Dorner 1970, p. 445—448§,
fig. 2—2), iar vatra descoperita in complexul de la Misca in vetrele cu
peretii arsi descopemte pe Tisa superioard si in mai multe asezari dc
epocd romana din nord-vestul Roméniei (Kotigorosko 1995, p. 166; Stan-
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ciu 1996, p. 71—72). Asezirile sunt grupate mai multe in acelasi arcal
asa cum aratd proximitatea celor de la Porti, Suplacu de Barcau, Balc si
eventual Sildibagiu de Barciu. Fenomenul de ,roire%, adicid mutarea
acestora dintr-un loc in altul trebuie si luat el in considerare.

Descoperiri funerare

Singurul complex funerar sigur este mormantul sarmatic de la Sa-
cueni (Popescu 1967, p. 131; Ddrner 1971, p. 688; Dumitragcu 1993, p.
128), care se poate data dupd vasul de provenientd romani provinciali
in secolele 2—3. Asa cum am aratat mai sus cimpul cu tumuli de la
Salard-Fegernicul Nou-Ciuhoi are o marja de nesiguranta in ce priveste:
incadrarea in epoca romani.

Ceramica

Ceramica este materialul arheologic cel mai bine reprezentat si se
imparte, asa cum s-a constatat in repertoriu, in trei categorii: cea fini
cenusie sau caramizie lucrati la roatd, cu o varianta in care degresantul
apare pe suprafata vaselor, dindu-le un aspect poros spre zgrunturos,
zgrunturoasa lucrata la roatd, si cea lucrata cu mana.

Prima categorie reprezinta categoric majoritatea. Forma de vas cea
maj raspanditi in cadrul ceramicii fine cenusii $i caramizii o constituic
castroanele si bolurile incadrabile, in mare, in doud categorii princiare: 1.
cele cu peretii drepti in partea superioard care le di o formad cilindrica,
unele apropiate formei Draggendorf 37 (PlL. III, 1—3,V, 1, 2, VI, X, §).
2. cele cu buza rasfranti in exterior, fie oblic, fie in unghi drept, cle
fiind in general de forma sferica (Pl. II, 1, 2, 1II, 4—6, VI, 2, X 1, 2, 9).
Canile sunt ovoidale sau carenate ca formd cu buze evazate sau inva-
zate. Tortile sunt rotunde in sectiune in cazul celcr cenusii, iar una din
pastd cdrdmizie este aproape dreptunghiulara (Pl. X, 7). Retine atentia
cana cu doud torti de la Sacueni considerat import roman dupd angoba
rosie din exterior (Dumitragcu 1993, p. 128). Un fragment provenind dc
la o oald este cunoscut la Suplacu de Barcdu. Chiupurile de diferite di-
mensiuni pot fi deosebite in privinta formelor de buze, rasfrinte drept
sau oblic in exterior. Ornamentele variaza in {unctic de categoria cera-
micd. Ceramicii fine cenusii ii sunt caracteristice canelurile orizonale
sau verticale dar si oranmentele stampilate. Acestea din urméa constau
in cerculete, rozete, motive florale, cercuri cu linii in retea, ,,S“-uri,
palmete, linii punctate frinte, ornamente geometrice, etc. cu analogii in
asezdrile din fata limes-ului de la Badon, Mirsid, Doh, Panic si mai de-
parte, la Lazuri, Culciu Marc (Matei 1980, p. 234—238, pl. 6, 9, XIX,
XXVI, 1; Matei 1985, p. 250, pl. V, 2; Stanciu 1995, p. 158, pl. XXXIV}.
Acest tip de decor isi are originea in cel binecunoscut de la Porolissum
(Gudea 1980; Stanciu 1995, p. 158 cu bibliografia). Pe vasele din locali-
titile enumerate apar asociate motive stampate care la Suplac si la Porti
apar separate. Retin atentia doud feluri de ornamente stampilate unul
constind in cercuri concentrice asociate cu ove avand linii verticale in
interior, marginite de siruri de linii mici, apartinind unui vas mai mare
(dupa grosimea perettelui), din pacate nedeterminabil ca forma (PL. II1, 9),
iar celilalt, de forma dreptunghiulari unde siruri de linii miei, oblice
asezate de astd datd orizontal sunt incadrate de linii pe toate laturiic
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(PlL. VI, 3). Primul si-ar gdsi o analogie in decorul constind din cercuri
concentrice de pe un platou cu angoba lustruiti de la Suceag (Opreanu
1992, p. 162, pl. IV, 5), al doilea este aseminitor cu o stampili de la
‘Cociuba Mare, punctul Cohdresti (Dumitragcu 1972, p. 198, pl. 1I, 3).
Descoperirile din ambele localitati au fost datate in secolul 4. Cinilor
le sunt caracteristice liniile orizontale imprimate in pastd, iar intr-un
caz apare ornamentul! stampilat (Pl. III, 10). La Porti si Suplacu de Bar-
«cdu chiupurile sunt confectionate din pastd cenusie si neagra-cenusie,
bine arsid cu decor constind in linii in val, simple sau in retele, prezent
st la Saldibagiu de Barciu, la Misca si la Bale. Un fragment de buzi
dc la Suplac este crnamentat cu o linie friantd lustruita (Pl. VII, 10.
Diferenta cronologica dintre chiupurile din secolele 2—3 si cele din se-
«colul 4 ar fi marcatd prin lipsa ornamentului la cele mai timpurii (Du-
mitragcu 1972, p. 62—65; Dumitrascu 1993, p. 102). In aspectul cultural
Militari-Chilia acest tip de vas apare doar in secolul 3 pini la inceputul
lui 4, asociat fiind cu ceramica cenusie lustruiti si cu opaitul dacic or-
namentat cu alvcole la bazi, iar in Transilvania propriu zisd el continua
in prima si a doua jumitate a secolului 4 (Opreanu 1993, p. 247—253, cu
bibliografia). In acest contexa chiupurile ornamentate dcscoperite pe
valea Barcaului ar putea fi datate ca in fosta provincie romana.

Ceramica zgrunturoasa lucrati la roata este foarte putina, in schimb
va apare la intr-o proportie mai mare la Sildédbagiu, ca putand apar-
tinc unor oale, fiara forme clar determinabile.

Materialul ceramic lucrat cu mana se incadreazii ca forma majori-
tar in categoria oalelor mai mult sau mai putin evazate, lucrate din
pasti de culoare caramizie, maronie si neagra, cu degresant din micro-
prundis. ‘Un fragment pare a avea buza lucratd la roatda (PI. VII. )).
Unele sunt mai ingrijit lucrate, altele neglijent, cu urme de degete, iar
cateva sunt arse secundar. Dupd forméd ele se incadreaza in toate cele
trei forme ale tipologiei lui I. Stanciu (Stanciu 1995, p. 160—161, pl
XXXVIID). Pentru vasele cu buzele rasfrante in exterior din nivelul cu
material ceramic aparut sporadic, descoperite la Suplacul de Barciu,
punctul Lapis I (Pl. VIII, 2, 4), precum si pentru o strachind (Pl. VIII, 7),
analogii se gdsesc in grupul cultural Igolomia (Dobrzansia 1990, p. 82,
pl. 15/69, 14:56). Cele doud opaite lucrate la mana se deosebesc ca pasta
st ca decor, unul fiind confectionat din pastd maronie cu pietricele, or-
namentat cu alveole la baza, celilalt din pasti neagrda mai fina, ncor-
namentat (Pl. IX, 12, 13). In spatiul din afara limes-ului, cu toate ci in
celtul de nord-vest al Dacici exista o puternicd concentrare a lor, cra
cunoscuta pind acum doar o picsd, cea de la Zaliu—Valea Matii /Opreanu
1993, p. 237—238, 255 cu punctele de descoperire). Cele dc la Suplacu!
de Barcau se dateazd si ele in secolul 4. Cea mai vestica descoperire sc
afld la Oradea-Salca, ineditd, unde cu prilejul sidpaturilor de salvare
din 1996, la punctul ,Ghetarie¢ a aparut un fragment de opait deco-
rat cu alveole la bazi. Desi putine incd in nord-vestul Romadinici, pro-
babil si datoritid cercetarilor insuficiente, aceste descoperiri arata o di-
fuziune destul de insemnata a lor si in acest spatiu. Atribuirea etnici
pentru aceste piese este clard, ele apartinind daciler sau daco-romani-
Jor (Opredanu 1993, p. 237, cu notele 15 si 16).
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Ca indicatori cronologici, importante sunt piesele de imbraciminte
si de podoabi: pieptenii, fibulele, margelele si pandantivul care provine
de la Suplacu de Barciu. _

Pieptenii din trei pldci, cu dinti bilaterali sunt considerati ca fiind
de origine romand (Opreanu 1992, p. 163, cu bibliografia), sau produse
specifice atit lumii barbare cit si limesului danubian tirziu (Petkovié
1995, p. 126—129). ei fiind datati de aceasta din urmdi in secolele 4—6,
distingdndu-se insd mai multe tipuri. Pieptenele cu dinti bilaterali de
la Suplacu de Barcau (Pl. XII, 1) 1isi are cea mai buni analogie in cel
descoperit intamplator la Salacea (Dumitrascu 1983, p. 49, pl. XXIV'D),
ambii avind acelasi decor din linii punctate si dimensiuni apropiate. Ei
se incadreaza in tipul I din clasificarea Sofiei Petkovi¢ (Petkovié, p. 126—
129 cu pl. I—-III). Pe teritoriul fostei Dacij ei sunt rdspianditi mai ales in
zona vesticd, mai puternic urbanizata, fiind deosebiti de cei caracteristici
culturii Siantana de Mures-Cerneahov, unde pieptenii cu dinti bilaterali
apar sporadic (Opreanu 1992, p. 163—165, cu bibliografia). Contextul de
descoperire de la Suplacu de Barcidu, impreund cu ceramica find cenu-
sie si cardamizie, lucrati la roatd, si ceramica lucrati cu miéna, oferda un
reper cronologic important pentru intregul ,nivel® de epocd romani
de aici, care se poate data, astfel pand in a doua jumatate a secolului
4 si, posibil, chiar inceputul secolului urmdtor. Margeaua de sticla desco-
perita la Porti (Pl. XII, 3), impreuna cu acelasi tip de ceramica, si avand
analogii in cea din mormantul de inhumatie de la Tarnavioara, in ne-
cropola romano-bizantind de secol 4—5 de la Callatis, si de cea dc la
Targsor apartinand culturii Santana de Mures-Cerneahov, confirma
aceastd datare (Bldjan 1994, p. 228, pl. 6, 6). O margea de acelasi tip a
fost giisitd si la Misca (Pl. XII, 2). Fibulele cu capete de ceapa de tipu!
Keler 1 si 4, descoperite dupda S. Dumitrascu, tot la Misca se situeazd
in acelasi orizont cronologic. Fibula de fier cu picior intors pe dedesubt
ar putea fi inclusd in acelasi spatiu cronologic (Peskar 1972, p. 122——
125, T. 42, 1). Un orizont de la mijlocul secolului 4 a fost surprins in
asezarca dacicid de la Arad-Ceala, datatd prin moneda de la Constantius
II,- (Sasianu 1980, p. 45, cu nota 91), apoi la Rapa (Dumitrascu 1972, p.
198—199), iar de la Galospetreu, unde au fost semnalate fragmente cc-
ramice cenusii, provine o monedi emisd in Valens (Sagianu 1980, p. 45). De
la Valea lui Mihai provin mai multi piepteni cu dinti bilaterali, dintrce
care unul cu placa traforata (Dumitrascu 1983, p. 49—50), datat in Moe-
sia Superior din ultimul sfert al secolului 4 pana in prima jumatate a
secolului urmiitor, legat de prezenta unor germanici inrolati in armat:
imperiului (Petkovi¢ 1995, p. 128—129). La Diosig ¢ cunoscut un alt
pieptenc cu dinti bilaterali (Dumitrascu 1972, p. 232, cu nota 21), iar
la Biharea, un atelier de lucrat piepteni de acelasi tip, datat larg in sc-
colele 5—6 (Dumitrascu 1982, p. 107—121), atrbiuit pe baza ccramicii
unei populatii daco-romanc. Pieptenii de la Valea lui Mihai si Diosig au
fost pusi in legiaturd cu in morminte de inhumatie atribuite gepizilor
(Dumitrascu 1983, loc. cit.,, Rep, p. 83—84, L Ordentlich). Situatia din
aceastd zond aratd asadar cid acest tip de piepteni nu poate oferi o atri-
buire etnicd, decit eventual prin corelare cu alte materiale arhcologice.
eventual printr-o separare cronologica si tipologie.
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Pentru o zond relativ restransa, asa cum este cea repertoriatd aici,
descoperirile monetare pot fi folosite pentru viitoarele cercetdri siste-
matice, ele incadrindu-se din toate punctele de vedere in contextul deja
cunoscut pentru nord-vestul Romaéniei, intinzdndu-se cronologic de la
Hadrian la Honorius (395—423), cu observatia cd dupd sosirea hunilor,
circulatia monetard se reduce drastic. Paralel cu alte importuri, imi-
tatiile monetare par sa vina, la fel ca ceramica stampilati, de la Poro-
lissum, cale confirmati de descoperirile din depresiunea Silvaniei (Sa-
sianu 1980, p. 40—41). Tezaurul de la Diosig este singurul cunoscut in
zond si este cuprins in orizontul de tezaure care se termind cu emisiuni
de la 258—259, pus in legdturd cu venirea roxolanilor in cimpia Tisei,
patrunderea de maj tarziu a sarmatiloer pe cursul mijlociu al Barciului
fiind confirmatid tot pe bazid monetard prin imitatiile specifice de 1a
Marghita si Saniob (Sasianu 1980, p. 39, 46).

Cursul mijlociu al Barcidului, intrat in arealul controlat din fata
provinciei romane si in cel al influentei produselor porolissense, ofera,
piand acum, in majoritate, un material ce poate fi datat cu precidere in
secolele 3—4, oferind un aspect interesant pentru sfarsitul epocii ro-
mane si inceputul marilor migratii. Civilizatia de epoca romana tim-
purie din acest areal este pdnd acum foarte putin cunoscutd, cercetirile
vijtoare urmand sd lamureasca si acest aspect.
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A- Coin hoards
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- Ceramic  deposits

B8 - 1soiutec grave or cemetery

The map of roman Imperial period discoveries on the middle of Barciu Valley
Harta descoperirilor de epoca romana imperiala pe cursul mijlociu al! Barcaului.
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[0 depozite de vase: A monete izolate
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Plate I. 1 — Misca, Bihor county dwelling with fireplace from ,Fantana Sa-
sului“ after Dumitrascu 1979, p. 64, T. 3. 1. — clay-like black soil, 2. — clay-like
soil-Hallstatt, 3. — virgin land, A. — burnt clay, fireplace, X. — grey ceramic

fragments, XXX. — brick-like stamped ceramic fragments.

I. 2 — Suplacu de Barcidu, archaeological site-Lapis 1

1. 3 — Suplacu de Barcau, Lapis 1. Profile of ,,D* case

I. 4 — The field with tumulus Salard-Fegernicu Nou-Ciuhoi (after Dumi-
trascu-Hadnagy 1980, p. 314).
Plansa I 1. Misca, judetul Bihor: locuintd cu vatrd de la Fantana Sasului (Dumi-
iragcu 1979, p. 64) plansa 3. 1. sol negru argilos; 2. sol argilos din Hallstatt; 3.
pamant negru virgin; A. lut ars; vatra; X. fragmente de ceramici cenusie; XXX —
,‘1agmentc de ceramlcé stamnpilatd cdramizie. 1. 2. Suplacu de Barciu, asezarea de
la Lapis I; I. 3. Suplacu de Barcdu, Lapis I; profilu. casetei D; 1. 4. Locul Salard-

I("“CI‘nlCU-C]UhOI cu tumul (dupa Dumttrascu-Hadnagy 1980, p. 514).
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Plate 11 — Well-made fine grey or brick-like and hand-made pottery
Planga Il Ceramica cenusie find si ceramica grosolana lucrati cu mans

www.muzeuzalau.ro / www.cimec.ro



514 DOINA IGNAT -— SORIN BULZAN

f o e ———

e
N

CCRSON,

=

Platc 1II — Well-made fine grey, pottery from Suplacu de Barcau, Lapis 1

Plansa 111 Ceramica cenusie fina de la Suplacu de Barcau-Lapis I
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Plate 1V — Well-made fine grey, pottery from Suplacu de Barciu, Lapis I.
Plansa IV Ceramica cenusie fina de la Suplacu de Barcau-Lapis 1
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Plate V — Well-made fine grey, or brick-like pottery from Suplacu de Barcau,
Lapis, 1, thriflty hollow; ,,D“ case-bowis

Plansa V Ceramica cenusie find si cardamizie find de la Suplacu de Barcau-Lapis
I — stratul de suprafata; vase din caseta D
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Plate V1 — Well-made fine grey, or brick-like pottery from Suplacu de Barciu,
Lapis I, thriftly hollow; ,D“ case-bowis
Plansa VI Ceramica find cenusie si cirdmizie de la Suplacu de Barcau-Lapis I;
stratul de suprafatd; vase descoperite in caseta D
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Plate VII — Well-made fine grey, or brick-like pottery from Suplacu de Barcau,
Lapis I, thryftly hollow; ,D“ case-pitchers and jars

Planga VII Ceramica find cenusie si carimizie de la Suplacu de Bacciu-Lapis [;
stratul de suprafata; ulcioare si céni din caseta D
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Plate VilI — Hand-made pottery from Suplacu de Barcau, Lapis I. 1, 3, 5—7 —
thriftly hollow.
Plansa VIII Ceramica lucratd cu mana de la Suplacu de Barcidu-Lapis I; stratul
de suprafata 1, 3, 5—7
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Plate IX — Well-made coarse and hand-made pottery from Spulacu de Barcau,
Lapis I, 1—6, 8, 9, 11—13, thriftly hollow.
Plansa IX Vase lucrate la roatd si cu méana de la Suplacul de Barcau-L.apis
stratul de suprafata 1—6. 8, 9, 11—13
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Plate X — Well-made fine grey-or brick pottery from Suplacu de Barcdu, Lapis
) I, 15, 7, 9. Corau 6, 8.
Plansa X Ceramica fin3 de culoare cenusie sau ciriamizie de la Suplacu de Barciu-
Lapis IT 1—5. 7, 9; — Corau 6. 8
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Plate XI — Well-made fine grey pottery from Suplacu de Barcau, Corau
Plansa XI Ceramica finéd cenusie de la Suplacu de Barciu-Corau
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Plate XIT — Small finds; comb, beads, brooches from Suplacu de Barcau, Lapis
I, 1, Misca “Fantidna Sasului”, Porti-Sub Cetate, 3, Misca unknown place
Plansa XII Descoperiri mirunte: piaptan, margele, fibule de la Suplacu de Barciu-
Lapis I, 1; Misca-Fantana Sasului; Porti- Sub cetate, 3; Misca — loc de desco-
perire necunoscut
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