SOME DATA ON THE ETHNICAL AND CHRONOLOGICAL DETER-
MINATION OF THE ROMAN AGE POPULATION OF THE UPPER
TISZA REGION

ESZTER ISTVANOVITS

Long years ago Beregsurany, or more exactly the pottery work-
shop discovered in its surroundings became famous, despite of the fact
that the first summarizing volume of the excavations have not been
published until our days (Csalldanyi 1997).

The research af the Beregsuridny pottery workshop has started al-
most 30 years ago. Nowadays we have to return to the problems connect-
ed with the site because of a rescue excavation that involves a territory
of 3—3,5 hectares. So, it seems to be actual to summarize the results
of the site’s research.

The first who drew attention to the settlement in Beregsurany was
Agnes Salamon in the course of the field survey of the region (Salamon
1966, p. 84—87). Following her report Deszé Csalliny, then director of
museum of Nyiregyhaza, started excavation that were continued bet-
ween 1965 and 1969. After that in 1982—83 in cooperation with Andrea
Vaday we made an investigation to authenticate one of the kilns found
by Csalliny and made a small scale test excavation. In 1987—1990 V.
Kotigorosko unearthed further 25 kilns and other settlement features
on the other side of the modern Hungarian-Ukrainian border, on the
territory belonging today to village Luzhanka (Kotigoros§ko 1995, p.
118—-119).

Recently, in 199596 in the vicinity of Beregsuriny — that is to
say on the Hungarian side — we conducted a rescue excavation preced-
ing the reconstruction of the border station. Excavations are likely to
be continued in 1997. The project made by Customs and Finances Depart-
ment involves a territory of 8.5 hectares. Almost half of this territory
is watery. Archaeological investigation of the rest — that is to say 3—
3.5 hectares — has been already accomplished.

In the following I would like to add some data to the history of
the Upper Tisza region on the basis of this latter excavation.

Beregsurany is a little village situated at the bend of the Tisza in
region Bereg. Both our recent excavations and earlier investigations of the
pottery workshop took place in :ithe eastern part of the village, at a
clayey hill emerging 1—2 m from the low dflood basin, at the bank of
the former stream Mic (fig. 1). Relatively low hills in this region were
suitable for setting down, because floods stretched out on the whole of
the flood basin plain at the watery Tisza bend of Bereg, so these heights
were not flooded (Frisnydk 1995, p. 206). Pottery Kkilns were found close
to the bed of the stream, following its bank. Settlement to be shown
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in the following was situated 150 meters off this place, at a flat hill
(fig. 1:1).

In the course of excavations of 1995—96 we unearthed more than
450 features at a continuous territory of 3-—3.5 hectares. Several featu-
res (14 features) can be dated to the 8th—9th centuries partly on the
basis of the wheel-made pottery tempered with pebbles, partly judging
from the greasy black {filling differing from the filling of Roman Age
features.

The majority of the Roman Age settlement features — more than
350 ones — are post-holes. Their interpretation was made difficult by
the strong abrasion of the territory. Our starting point can be that the
only foundation of a building (feature 161) unearthed in Beregsurany
had pile construction. Its rectangular spot was 160 X 230 cm big. At
the edge of the spot it could be well observed at the moment of appea-
rance, that there were 9 post-holes “cutting” the big spot. This observa-
tions can be explained if we suggest that in the moment of the collapse.
of the building the pile system was still standing. Northwest off the
spot a small post-hole could be recorded. At the bottom of the house
we cleaned a 1-—2 oam thick stamped layer. At two spots we noticed a
hollow in the floor. We did not record any traces of fire-place (fig.
2—3).

On the basis of this fealure we can suggest that part of the post-
holes ktelonged to the remains of buildings of similar construction:
semisubterranian or surface houses, although part of these post-holes
framed a much higger territory: from 45 X 5 m up to 6 X 12 m or
even bigger (fig. 4). That is to say, the foundation deepened into the
soil and one or two pile constructions were 4 m? big, but at the same
time in most of the cases these pile constructions were twice as kig or
even more.

Speaking about the pile constructions (Pfostenbaues) we have to
notice that we know analogies from the wider region. For example at
the excavation of Secbastovce-Barca in 1961—62 a small, rectangular
pile construction from the Early Roman Age was investigated (Lamiovd-
Schmiedlovd 1966, p .4. Abb. 2). Features 10 and 14 at Nizna MySla-.
Alamenev also represent pile constructions. In the first case post-holes
framed a 6 X 15.8 m big territory, in the second case it was 6 X12.5 m
big (Béres-Lamiovd-Schmiedlovd-Olexa 1991, p. 171—172. Obr. 11, 15),
so they were similar in size to the ones in Beregsurany. Material of
features 10 was dated to the 5th century, in feature 14 even Slavic
pottery was found (Ibid. 175).

Assemblages involving 4—12 posts — also of big size (12—26 m?)
— were also found in the Carpathian Ukraine (Kotigorosko 1993, p.
114).

Pile ‘constructions have been also investigated in Panic (Romania).
Kind information by Alexandru V. Matei (County Museum of Zalau).

We do not have to seek for analogies on a wider territory, because
in my opinion the spread of this way of construction in the Upper
Tisza region is going to be proved by further excavations. Its popularity
can be explained by the strongly watery character of the territory. May
be this is the reason for the large — exceeding the usual — number of’
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pieces of mud-flakes in the settlement of Beregsurany. We know from
ethnographic parallels that during big floods only mud was washed out
by water from the buildings with pile construction, but mud-flake wall,

the construction itself together with the wickerwork walls remained
untouched.

It could be an important datum for us that ethnographic research
— taking into ‘consideration several aspeats — was able to outline
architecture regions. Reasons of the differences of certain elements still
have not been found out entirely. However, we must not forget that
“In the northeastern region of the Carpathian basin three house types
can be met: the northern, the Alf6ld (Great Hungarian Plain) and the
Szamos one... From the river Hernad to the mouth of river Szamos
there is a wide transitional stripe, where we have to be aware of the
common impact of the three house types” (Ddm 1995, p. 144). Characte-
ristic structure of the folk architecture of the territory is the wicker-
work with stake shell. We know a description of a structure when
“roughly carved, huge (frequently 50—60 cm wide and 270—280 high)
ouk pillars were dug into the soil together with their roots. They were
holding the... roof, and the space between them was wickered and
plastered over from the exterior and interior with mud mixed with
chaffs”. (Pdll 1988, p. 532).

Among characteristic features of the Beregsurany settlement we
have to mention “fire-place like” rectangular structures with rounded
angles, observed in several cases (fig. 5). They are 105—130 cm wide,
130—150 cm long. Their depth from the appearance is 25—40 cm. Walls
are a little incurved, burnt to red colour. The bottom is usually unburnt
or burnt unsignificantly. In their filling we find remains of collapsed,
carbonized wooden structure, but at the same time these features usually
give very poor archaeological material. However, with no doubt, they
belonged to the settlement of Roman Age.

We found similar objects also in the surroundings of the modern
village of Beregsurdny partly in 1982—83, partly in the course of the
1996 campaign. In both cases we were making test pits to authenticate
pottery Kilns already investigated by Dezsé Csallany. In the course of
these works we observed 2—3 pits of such construction very close to
each other and to the potery kilns.

I also published such features from Tarpa, a village next to Bereg-
surany (Istvdnovits 1993, Fig. 4—5).

Similar finds can be mentioned from the whole territory of the
Upper Tisza region. (Recently they were collected by Kotigorosko 1995,

p. 116, but he neglected the ones from Hungary, for Hungarian sites
see: Istvdnovits 1993, p. 132).

Beside the ones described above, there are some more very charac-
teristic features at the Beregsurany settlement: those long and narrow
pits, that are hardly known from other sites of the Roman Age in the
Upper Tisza region (fig. 6). The largest are 400 and 535 cm long and
almost 100 em wide. Their filling is full of mundflakes and pieces of
charcoal, they are shallow (15—30 cm deep). Their function — simi-
larly to the previously described feature types — is questionable.
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At the settlement we did not observe any beehave shaped storage
pits that are so typical at Sarmatian settlements (also in the Upper
Tisza region!). The shape of the pits shows a large variety. Usually we
find a lot of mud-flakes and pieces of charcoals in them, and relatively
few artefacts. However, I have to notice that in the yellow clayey soil
animal bones became dust-like and pottery was found in a bad shape
too.

The determination of the age of the settlement is supported by a
subaeratus of Severus time found in feature 6'd, and a cross-bow fibula
of Sarmatian type from feature 107 (fig. 7—38). I thank Melinda Torbagyi
(Hungarian National Museum, Budapest) for the determination. The
coin is in very bad shape, so it is not suitable for more precise defini-
tion. The latter can be dated to the end of the 2nd — beginning of the
3rd century (Stufe C1) (PeSkar 1972, p. 106—107). Here I have to under-
line that this type makes al arge percent of the few fibula that could
be dated to this period (Istvdnovits 1990). (Its late chronology — Koti-
goro$ko 1995. 164. Fig. 125. Nr. 34 — is entirely baseless and unreaso-
nable.)

In the course of discussion of the dating we must not forget that
during his excavations in the 1960-es Dezsdé Csallany, beside the pot-
tery Kkilns, investigated two features described by him as houses, that
contained pottery fragments similar to the ones found recently and to
be described in the following. From house 1 comes an iron spur (Istvd-
novits 1993, p. 132. Table V/9) of an almost similar age (period B2/C1
— Godlowski 1970, p. 12). Spurs of the same type had spread in our
region in a relatively wide circle (e.g. Matei 1980, p. 231; Horedt 1973,
p. 95—96).

I have to add that during the investigation of the pottery work-
shop fragments of hand-made vessels of similar type and shape have
been found around the pottery kilns (Istvdnovits 1993, p. 132. Table VI).
But it ithe ocourse of the recent excavations it came to light that in several
spots the two settlements were layered on each other. So today we can
hardly determine whether these types were in use also at the potters’
settlement or they came from an earlier layer.

The majority of the find material is represented by pottery, on the
first place — by hand-made vessels. The number of wheel-made cera-
mics is small. Most of the latter fragments come from storage vessels
(KrausengefiBe). However, we have to underline that both the frag-
ments of the storage vessels and the pieces of thinner wheel-made
pottery are different from technological point of view from the soft,
gray ceramics of the Beregsurany pottery workshop. We hardly have any
full profiles of vessels, and the ones we have are rather uncharacteristic.

Looking for the roots of the hand-made ceramics we find analogies
for the Beregsurany material from two directions: partly at the terri-
tory of Przeworsk culture, partly in the Dacian material.

At the settlement of Beregsuriny, Przeworsk type — not very nu-
merous — ceramic material is represented by black, fine tempered, thin
walled, hand-made vessels. Sometimes graphite was added to their ma-
terial. Ceramics made with similar techniques belong to the characte-
ristic finds of the Przeworsk culture (Kenk 1977, p. 233).
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In their majority, these are wall fragments, but in some cases we
see the entire profile. To the latter belong e.g. biconical bowls with
sharply profiled shoulder and high foot (fig. 9: 1—2). Fragments of
vessels with similar shape, but made with slightly different techno-
logy — a little rougher — also were found in Beregsurany (fig. 9:3,
10 :2). Analogies of the biconical, sharp profiled shape definitely refer
to Przeworsk milieu (e.g. Kerk 1977. 239—240. Abb. 25/8—10, God-
lowski 1970, p. 20—21. Pl. 1/12, 14, 18). A similar vessel coming from
barrow 2 of Zemplin was first determined as Przeworsk type at the
Upper Tisza region by Budinsky-Kricka (Budinsky-Kritka 1961, p. 46.
Obr. 35).

There are also vessels with more arched profile among the black,
well tempered ones (fig. 10 :1) (analogies see: Kenk 1977, p. 234—236.
Abb. 24/1—4).

Beside the pieces described above some types characteristic for Da-
cian settlements were found. Most of them are of worse quality, made
of more breakable material strongly tempered by chamot or pekbbles.
Pots were frequently met. In many cases they were decorated by a
ribbon with finger imprints, sometimes with nipples (fig. 10 : 3, 11: 1—3).

In the case of pedestalled vessels we find both breakable pieces
roughly tempered pebbles and black vessels polished from inner and
outer side (the latter is an open-work one) (fig. 12). Pedestalled vessels
are known from both of the mentioned cultural circles (Przeworsk and
Dacian culture). At the same time the vessel found in Beregsurany re-
presents a local characteristic feature with having an open-work deco-
ration (fig. 12:1). Pedestalled vessels are very typical for Dacian ce-
ramics, but usually they are wheel-made. But is our case we have got
a very rough, breakable, hand-made bowl tempered with pebbels
(fig. 12 :2).

Among the rough, breakable vessels tempered with pebbels we can
meet conical bowls with sharp profile, supplied with a handle. We
cannot exclude that — similarly to pedestalled vessels — they were
formed as a result interaction of these two kinds of pottery traditions
(fig. 10 :4).

However, the interpretation of the whole assemblage of forms
needs further detailed analysis.

Dacian pottery similar to the finds from Beregsurdany was found in
several sites in the Upper Tisza region, for example in the teritory of
Eastern Slovakia (Todik 1959, p. 866—869. Obr. 311, Lamiovd-Schmied-
lovd 1969, p. 458—461), in the regions of Romania northwest off pro-
vince Dacia (Stanciu 1985; Stanciu 1992, Stanciu 1995, p. 163-—164), in
the Carpathian Ukraine (Kotigorosko 1995). So, without any doubt we
have to count with Dacian presence in the region. However, it is re
markable that there are no pure Dacian settlements in the territory of
Southeast Slovakia. Judging from the find material, Dacians living here
in the early period were mixing up with the Celts, later with the
representatives of Przeworsk culture (Lamiovd-Schmiedlovd 1969, p.
459). The northwestern border of Dacia also ,wurde bereits frither ein
Kontakte zwischen den autochtonen freien Dakern und der Wanderbe-
vilkerung der Wandalen hergestellt.¢ (Horedt, 1973, p. 92).

46 — Acta Mvsei Porolissensis vol. XXI 1997
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Summarizing our data shown above we 'can assume on the basis
of the find material that the settlement found in the vicinity of Bereg-
surany undoubtedly was in use at the end of the 2nd century (that is
to say in the period of the Marcomannic War or after it) — first half
of the 3rd century. Taking into consideration the absence of wheel-
made vessels (among them the ones with stamped ornament) and the
small distance between the settlement described above and the pottery
kilns (about 150 m) we can definitely state that in this period the pot-
tery workshop had not existed yet. At the same time that leads us to
the conclusion that we cannot put the production of stamped ware of
Beregsurany to an earlier date than the end of the 3rd century. That
means that my dating published earlier was wrong (Istvdnovits 1993,
p. 131).

Most probably the end of the earlier settlement investigated in
1995—1996 can be put to the end of the 3rd century — and according
to it, that can be perhaps connected with the abandonment of province
Dacia. At the same time the date of settling here is much more uncer-
tain. Although we do not have any objects from the settlement that
could speak against the dating suggested above (end of the 2nd — first
half of the 3rd century), the rather large size of the settlement would
allow this possibility also. This question must be left open for a time
being, although from the point of view of ethnic determination the exact
definition would be very important.

Ethnic picture of the Upper Tisza region in the Roman Age is rather
unclear. We have especially few information from the 1st century. It
can be definitely said that Dacian wars by Traian inspired serious chan-
ges in this region, but — naturally — did not ceased the Dacian pre-
sence. Beside it, there is an evidence for Germanic influence from a
rather early period (Godlowski 1994, p. 72).

Concluding from both written sources and archaeological finds,
Maurcomannic War also led to basic changes in the history of the Upper
Tisza region. This was the period when Sarmatians penetrated to this
territory from the south (Istvdnovits 1990), and also at this time we
have to count with a moving in of a Vandalian group. From the end of
the 2nd century characteristic warrior graves of the Przeworsk culture
appear in this region, though not in a significant number (Godlowski
1994, p. 72—73). Vandalians and Sarmatians met somewhere at the line
of the would-be Csbérszearthwork (Limes Sarmatiae) — it must have
been the border between them. We know from Cassius Dio (72, 2, 3)
that at the end of the 2nd century the territory of Vandalians started
40 stadions off the border of Dacia.

In the light of the data presented above the most plausible sugges-
tion in case of the settlement from Beregsurany seems to be that is
was the dwelling place of a community moving to this territory before
the Marcomannic War or as a result of the war events. This community
could be mixed with the local Dacian population. Their peaceful life

ended after the events connected with the abandonment of province
Dacia. They were replaced by another group that founded a significant
pottery center.
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So, the existence of workshop in Porolissum producing stamped
ware and the beginning of stamped ware produation in Beregsuriny can
be put to a more or less same time. This fact makes it plausible to con-
sider the idea suggested by many researches, that we have to look for
genetic connections between the two pottery workshops. At the same
time the absence of Roman goods, objects of domestic use in the vi-
cinity of pottery Kkilns still needs some explanation.
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CATEVA OBSERVATII IN LEGATURA CU DETERMINAREA
ETNICA A POPULATIEI DIN REGIUNEA TISEI SUPERIOARE
S1 A EVOLUTIEI EI CRONOLOGICE

ESZTER ISTVANOVITS

Pentru cei ce se ocupd cu istoricul regiunii Tisei Superioare din
perioada epocii romane imperiale, numele localititii Beregsurany, mai
ales cenitrul de olari descoperit in hotarul comunei, este de mult cu-
noscut, desi o lucrare de sintezd, care sid fi cuprins aceste cercetdri a
ramas pand in zilele noastre nepublicatd, in manuscris (Csalliny 1997).

Cercetarea complexului de oldrit de la Beregsurany a fost inceputa
de acum de 30 de ani. In lucrarea de fatd as dori sa ma opresc, din nu-
meroase de probleme ce se ridicd in legiturd cu acest complex arheo-
logic, numai asupra cronoclogiei, in lumina noilor rezultate obtinute cu
ocazia unor sapaturi de salvare recente.

Situl de la Beregsurdny a fost semnalat de Salamon Agnes, care
in urma unei periegheze a atras atentia specialistilor (Salamon, 1966,
84—87). Sapaturile au fost incepute de Csallany Dezsé — directorul de
atunci al muzeului de la Nyiregyhaza si continuate intre 1965—1969,
fiind dezvelite in total 52 de cuptoare de ars vase. Intre 1982—1983
iImpreunad cu Vaday Andrea am reidentificat unul dintre cuptoarele cer-
cetate de Csalldny Dezsé, totodatd am intreprins si mici sondaje de ve-
rificare, Intre 1987—1990 Viadeslav Kotigorosko dincolo de frontiera,
in teritoriul apartindtor comunei LuZanka, a dezvelit incd 25 de cup-
toare de ars vase, precum si alte complexe! (Kotigorosko 1995, 118—
119). Mai recent, in hotarul comunei Beregsurany, deci in partea ungara,
inaintea executdrii unor lucrdri de mari proportii, privind largirea zonei
de trecere a frontierii, am efectuat sdpaturi de salvare intre 1995—
19962. Potrivit planurilor stabilite de organele de resort al vamii, aceas-
td lucrare afecteazd un teren de cca. 8,5 ha. Din acest teritoriu mai
mult ca jumadtate reprezintd albia unui curs de apa de odinioard, la o
mica portiune a functionat o lutarie, care a distrus o portiune din ase-
zare, iar restul a fost dezvelit in buna parte.

In continuare, in lumina acestor cercetiri recente as dori s& abor-
dez istoricul regiunii Tisei Superioare privind epoca romani imperiala,
Comuna Bergsurany se afld pe lunca Tisei din regiunea Bereg. Atat
sdpdturile recente cit si complexul atelierelor de olarit se afld in par-
tea esticd a hotarului comunei, intr-o zond joasd, din care se ridicd un
grind nu prea inalt, de 1—2 m, format din sol argilos, aflat pe malul
paraului Mit (Mic). Aceste grinduri relativ joase din lunca Tisei au fost
prielnice pentru habitat, fiindca in regiunea Bereg inundatiile Tisei s-au
extins asupra intregii zone de ses si numai grindurile au rdmas neinun-

www.muzeuzalau.ro / www.cimec.ro



726 LESZTER ISTVANOVITS

dabile (Frisnydk 1995, p. 206.) Cuptoarele de ars vase au fost gisite in
apropierea albiei pdriului, ele au urmat malul natural al valcelei. Ase-
zarea recent cercetatd se extinde cam la 150 m de la cuptoare, pe panta
lind a grindului (fig. 1).

Cu ocazia cercetirilor efectuate intre 1995—1996 au fost dezvelite
cca. 450 de complexe intr-o zond unitara, care cuprindea cca. 3—3,5 ha.
Dintre complexele mentionate o parte (14 complexe) pe baza ceramicii
lucrate la roatd, aviand in pastd nisip sau pietrig, iar umplutura lor a
avut o culoare mai inchisd si mai unsuroasa (gropile din epoca romand
imperialda au avut o culoare mai deschisd) apartin secolelor VIII—IX.
Majoritatea obiectivelor din epoca romand imperiald cca. 330 la numar
sunt formate din gropi de stdlpi. Datoritd unei niveldri naturale (spa-
lare) a stratului superior se Ingreuneazd mult interpretarea acestor
gropi. Ca punct de pornire am putea baza pe informatiile transmise
de singura locuinti cercetatd la Beregsurany (complexul nr. 161), care
a avut ca arhitecturd tot un sistem format din gropi de stalpi. Aceasta
locuintd a fost surprinsd tot ca o patd rectangulard avind dimensiunile
1,60 X 2,50 m. La marginea locuintei s-au observat foarte bine urmele
celor 9 gropi de stalpi, care se pare cd au tdiat pata mare a construc-
tiei. La nord-vest de pata locuintei s-a mai surprins o groapi mai mica
a unui stilp. La baza locuintei s-a observat un strat batatorit, gros de
1—2 cm (nivel de cdlcare). Pe¢ suprafata podinei in doua locuri am con-.
statat mici adincituri. Urmele unei vetre de foc n-au fost constatate
(fig. 2—3).

Pe baza celor constatate la aceasta locuintd, presupunem ca o parte
din aceste gropi de stilpi apartin tot unor constructii usor adancite
in pdmant sau ridicate la suprafatd. In unele cazuri gropile de stélpi
au anuntat o suprafatd mult mai mare ca locuinta mentionatd, de
4,5 X 5 sau chiar o suprafatd pand la 6 X 12 m (fig. 4). In concluzie:
dacd baza unui complex de locuire cu 1—2 stilpi cuprindea o supra-
fatd de 4 mp, constructiile noastre inglobau o suprafatd de doua ori mai
mare.

In legdtura cu acest sistem de constructie cu stalpi (Pfostenbaue)
mentiondm cd analogiile le cunoastem dintr-o zond geograficd mai larga,
De exemplu la Sebastovce-Barca din cercetirile efectuate intrer 1961—
1967 este mentionatd o micd constructie dreptunghiulard cu stilpi, da-
tatd din pericada romana imperiala timpurie (Lamiovg-Schmiedlovd
1966, p. 4 Abb. 2). Complexele nr. 10 si 14 din situl de la Nizna MySla-
Alamenev la fel sunt constructii cu sistemul de stalpi. In primul caz
dimensiunile sunt de 6 X 15,8 m, iar la complexul celdlalt 6 X 12,5 m
(stabilite dupd dispunerea gropilor de stilpi) (Béres-Lamiovgq Schmied-
lovd-Olexq 1991, p. 171——172 Obr. 11 si 15), avind o suprafatd aproxi-
mzativ identicd ca constructiile de la Beregsuriany. Complexul nr. 10 pe
baza materialului descoperit a fost datat in secolul V p. Chr,, iar in cel
de nr. 14 a apidrut si material slav (Bére§-Lamiovd-Schmiedlovd-Olexa -
1991, p. 175). Complexe formate din 4—12 gropi de stilpi, cu suprafete .
mari — 12—26 mp. au fost cercetate si in Ucraina Subcarpaticd (Koti-
gorosko 1993, p. 114). Din informatiile verbale primite de la dl. Alexan- .
dru V. Matei se cunosc asemenea constructii la Panic, in apropierea -
orasului Zaliu (Romdnia). Alte analogii nu mai aducem, fiindca acest
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sistem de constructii, credem, cd a fost relativ intens folosit in regiunea
Tisei Superioare, iar noile cercetdri vor preciza observatiile noastre. Rés-
pandirea larga a acestui sistem de constructii se explicd si prin situatia
geograficA a zonei, cum am mai ardtat, in bund parte era inundabila.
In cuprinsul asezarii de la Beregsurany sunt prezente relativ multe frag-
mente de chirpici. Cunoastem din analogiile etnografice multe cazuri,
cdnd cu ocazia inundatiilor la cladirile construite din stdlpi si din nuiele
fmpletite, lipite cu lut din exterior si din interior apa a spalat lutul,
iar constructia din lemn a ramas intactd, sau mai putin deteriorata.
Este important pentru noi, ca cercetarile etnografice pe baza unor con-
siderente arhitecturale au reusit si separe cadteva regiuni cu arhitectura
populard din zona amintiti. Separarea unor elemente arhitecturale in
constructiile populare nici azi nu sunt explicate cu destula convingere.
Dar nu putem sa fim indiferenti la constatarea cd ,,in zona nord-esticd a
Bazinului carpatic se intalnesc trei tipuri de case: nordic, de tip ses si de
tip somesan ... De la Hernad si pana la confluenta Somesului cu Tisa se
extinde o zonad in care cele trei tipuri de case se influenteazd reciproc“.
(Ddm 1995, p. 144). Pentru arhitectura populard a zonei este caracte-
risticd construirea locuintelor din pari, impletite cu nuiele. Avem cu-
nostinte despre constructii (descrierea lor) in cazul cdreia ,,stalpii ca-
sei, ciopliti grosolan (cu diametrul de 50-——60 cm si inalte de 270—280 cm)
au fost alesi din lemn de esentd tare (stejar) si implantati impreund cu
tulpina lor; ei au sustinut acoperisul, apoi peretii au fost confectionati
din nuiele impletite, lipite cu lut amestecat cu pleava (Pdll 1988,
p. 52).

La asezarea de la Beregsurdany apar si acele complexe, care sunt
formate din ,,gropi cu colturile rotunjite“ asemanatoare cu niste ,,vetre
de forma rectangulara, observate de cdteva ori, avand latimea de
105—130 cm iar lungimea de 130—150 cm (fig. 5). Adancimea lor de la
nivelul de unde au fost surprinse este cam 25——40 cm. Peretii sunt usor
oblici, fiind arse la rosu. In umplutura lor, in mejoritatea cazurilor au
fost observate urmele prabusite ale unei constructii din lemn, fiind foarte
sarace in inventar arheologic. Apartenenta lor la asezarea din epoca ro-
mand imperiala este neindoielnicd. Baza acestor complexe nu este arsi
puternic la rosu, sau se observa numai pete de arsurid. Asemenea com-
plexe au fost cercetate si in apropierea satului actual Beregsurany inca
intre anii 1982—1983 sau cu ocazia sapaturilor din 1996. In ambele ca-
zuri au fost verificate vechile cercetiari ale lui Csalliny Dezs6, fiind
trase cateva sondaje de mai mici proportii. Cu aceste ocazii au fost ob-
servate gropi similare in apropierea cuptoarelor de ars ceramica, 2—3
la numdr, foarte: apropiate una langa alta. Gropi {oarte apropiate ca
constructie am publicat de la Tarpa, localitate vecind cu Beregsurany
(Istvanovits 1993, fig. 4—5). Asemenea descoperiri pot fi amintite din
toatd zona Tisei Superioare (ultima da:d ele au fost prelucrate — fara
sd fie amintie descoperirile din Ungaria — Istvdnovits 1993, p. 132. —
de V. Kotigorosko 1995, p. 116).

Pe lingd cele mentionate, pentru asezarea de la Beregsuriny sunt
foarte caracteristice gropile lungi si inguste, mail putin cunoscute din re-
giunea Tisei Supericare din perioada romane imperiale (fig. 6). Cele
mai lungi ajung la 400 sau 535 cm, iar ldtimea lor este de cca. 100 cm.
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Umplutura lor contine mult chirpici, carbuni, de obicei sunt usor adan-
cite in paméant (ccr. 15—20 cm). Functionalitatea lor, ca si in cazul com-
plexelor sus amintite, ridicdA multe semne de intrebari.

In cadrul acestei asezari n-au fost observate gropile specifice sar-
matice de tip de cos de albine, atdt de caracteristice, in general peniru
regiunea Tisei Superioare, folosite ca gropi de provizii. Gropile desco-
perite cu ocazia sapaturilor de salvare, ca forma sunt foarte variate,
contin relativ mult chirpici, cdrbuni si putin material arheologic. Tre-
buie sid accentuez, cd in solul galben argilos, osemintele animalelor se
firamiteaza, iar starea de conservare a ceramicii este la fel foarte
proasta.

La datarea asezarii in primul rdnd putem apela la subaeratus-ul
descoperit in complexul nr. 6/d din perioada imparatului Severus (?)*
precum si la fibula de tip arbaletd, sarmaticd, din complexul nr. 107
(fig. 7). Fibula poate fi datatd pe la sférsitul secolului II sau la incepu-
tul celui urmdtor (Stufe C,: — Peska# 1972, p. 106—107) (Datarea tir-
zie a lui KotigoroSko este neintemeiatd si nu se poate sustine cu argu-
mente serioase — Kotigorosko 1995, 164, fig. 125, nr. 34). Pentru da-
terea asezarii trebuie sd tinem cont, cd Csalliny Dezsé in 1960 cu oca-
zia sapiturilor efectuate la cuptoarele de ars ceramicd a dezvelit si
doud complexe, numite de el locuinte, din care provine o ceramica si-
miilard celei descoperitd de noi §i pe care o prezentdm in continuare.
Din locuinta nr. 1 provine si un pinten quasi contemporan cu ceramica
din faza B,/C, (Godlowski 1970, p. 12; Istvdnovits 1993, p. 132, Table
V/9). Pinteni de acest tip din regiunea noastrd se cunosc relativ mul{i si
sunt raspandifi pe arie largd (Matei 1980, p. 231; Horedt 1973, p. 95—
96 etc.).

Trebuie la fel mentionat cd, cu ocazia dezvelirii cuptoarelor de ars
ceramicd, In apropierea acestora au fost descoperite fragmente cera-
mice lucrate cu mdana de tipul celor aflate in cercetdrile noastre re-
cente (Istvdnovits 1993, p. 132, Table VI). Cu ocazia sapaturilor recente
s-a elucidat definitiv c&, cele doud asezdri in mai multe puncte se ating,
chiar se suprapun. In aceastd situatie nu mai stim exact dacd aceste ti-
puri de vase au fost intrebuintate de cei care au construit cuptoarele
sau provin dintr-un strat mai vechi de cultura.

Majoritatea inventarului arheologic se compune din ceramicd, din
care cea mai caracteristicd este cea lucrati cu ména. Numarul fragmen-
telor ceramice lucrate cu roata olarului este foarte mic (nesemnificativ),
ele provin de la vase mari de tip chiup (Krausengefisse). Trebuie insa sa
accentudm cad atat fragmentele de chiupuri cit si cele provenite de la
oale cu peretii subtiri, din punct de vedere tehnic se deosebesc net de
ceramica provenitd de la atelierele de olirit de la Beregsurdny, care are
o pastd moale de culoare cenusie. Au fost reconstituite profile foarte
putine, necaracteristice.

Cautand originea formelor de vase lucrate cu mana, descoperite la
Beregsurany le gisim analogii in doud orizonturi culturale: pe o parte
in cadrul materialelor de tip Przeworsk (culturd), pe de alta parte in
cultura materiald dacicid. Din asezarea noastri mentionata, cele mai ca-
racteristice fragmente ceramice lucrate cu mana fac parte din cultura
Przeworsk; desi nu sunt numeroase, ele sunt de culoare neagra, confec-
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tionate dintr-o pastd find, cu peretii subtiri (fiind lucrate exclusiv cu
mana). Uneori pasta ceramicii de tip Przeworsk contine si grafit. Mate-
rialul ceramic lucrat in aceste note tehnice, fara indoiald apartine cul-
turii Przeworsk (Kenk 1977, p. 233). Majoritatea lor provin din pereti
ai vaselor, in unele cazuri se pot reconstitui si unele profile: strichi-
nile cu picior, tronconice, aviand profilul frant, puternic profilat (fig.
9/1—2). Apar insd la Beregsurany si alte forme lucrate dintr-o pasta
cu multe impuritali, cu o tehnicad aparte (fig. 9/3; 10/2). Analogii pentru
aceste forme le gisim in special din aria culturii Przeworsk (Kenk 1977,
p. 249—240, Abb. 25/8—10: Godlowski 1970, p. 20—21, pl. 112, 14, 18).
Asemdnator este vasul semnalat prima datd de V. Budinsky-Kri¢ka din
regiunea Tisei Superioare si incadrat in tipul vaselor Przeworsk din
tumulul nr. 2 de la Zemplin (Budinsky-Kritka 1961, p.-46, Abb. 35).

Printre fragmentele ceramice de culoare neagrd, lucrate din pasta
find, bine framantatd apar si profile mai arcuite (fig. 10/1. inv. 96.29.2)
avand analogii in ceramica Przeworsk (Kenk 1977, p. 234—236. Abb.
24/1—4).

Pe langd cele mentionate mai sus sunt prezente si tipuri de vase
spocifice asezarilor dacice. Majoritatea lor au o tehnologie mai rudimen-
tard, pasta vasclor este amestecatd cu samotd (cioburi pisate) sau cu
pietrice cu granulatie mai mare, mai putin rezistente (ceramica po-
ronsa). Aceste fragmente sunt ornamentate cu proeminente, briauri alveo-
iate (ornamente plastice: fig. 3; 11). In cazul vaselor cu picior (gol in
interior) avem fragmente atdt din pasta rudimentard, calitate slaba,
cdl sl cele lustruite in exterior si in interior, de culoare neagra (chiar
si perforate) (fig. 12/2). Vase cu piciorul gol in interior (fructiere?) se
cunosce atat din cultura Przeworsk si mai ales din cultura materiala
dacica, dar in aceastd perioadd sunt mai ales lucrate cu roata olarului,
dicizd. Vasul de tip fructiera, este frecventd in cultura materiald
izr In cazul nostru ele sunt lucrate dintr-o pastd poroasd, rudimentari.
Fragmentele confectionate din pastd caracteristicd culturii Przeworsk
(fructiercle) au o notd aparte tocmai prin perforarea lor (fig. 12/1).
Printre fragmentele grosiere, de proastd calitate apar si bucdti de vase,
carer previn de la castroane cu profil frant si prevazute cu toartd. S-ar
putea ca si aceastd forma ca si cea cu piciorul gol in interior, ambele
au aparut ca o forma si tehnicd locald, sub influenta reciproca a celor
douid culturi (Przeworsk si dacicd) (fig. 10/4). Examinarea si elucidarea
# iniregil material descoperit (ceramica) necesitd insd noi investigatii si
cercetdri mai ample.

Ceramica dacicad similard celei descoperite, la Beregsuriny apare
ain zona Tisei Supericard in mai multe puncte, cercetate mai ales in
uitima vreme. Pe teritoriul Slovaciei de est a fost documentata
(rocik 1959, p. 866—869, obr. 311; Lamiva Schmiedlova 1969, p. 458—-
461), in Romadnia, in special la nord-vest de provincia Dacia (Stanciu
7085, 1992; 1995, p. 163—164), in Ucraina Subcarpatici (KotigoroSko
19495), deci fard indoiald cd in aceastd zond prezenta dacilor este evi-
dentd. Trebuie sd mentionez insd ci in zona sud-estul Slovaciei aceasta
prezentd a dacilor nu este chiar atidt de evidentd in aceastd perioada.
intr-o etapd mai timpurie dacii s-au amestecat cu celtii,” mai tirziu cu
purtdtorii culturii Przeworsk (Lamiovd Schmiedlovd 1969, p. 459). Gra-
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nita nord-vestica a provinciei Dacia ,,wurde bereits frither ein Kontakte
zwischen den autochtonen Dakern und der Wanderbevélkerung der
Wandalen hergestellt” (Honedt 1973, p. 92).

In concluzie, pe baza materialului arheologic descoperit putem con-
slula cd, agezarea din hotarul comunei Beregsurany a fost locuita fara indo-
iala la sfarsitul secolului al II-lea (adica in vremea razboaielor marcoma-
nice) si in prima jumatate a secolului al ITI-lea p. Chr. Luind in considerare
marfa de ceramicd lucratd cu mana, dar in special, cea confectionatd la
roatd (lipsa ceramicii stampilate), distanta intre aceasta asezare recent
cercetatd si zona cuptoarelor de ars ceramicd, putem sustine cu destuld
convingere ca in acest interval de timp susmentionat, complexul de
atelier de olarit incd nu functiona. Aceasta inseamna, ca inceputul pro-
ductiei ceramicii stampilate nu se poate data inaintea sfarsitului seco-
lului al IIl-lea p. Chr.,, adicd datarea timpurie a acestui important
complex a fost o eroare (Istvdnovits 1993, p. 131). Pe cand sfarsitul
agezarii cercetate intre anii 1995—1996 cu probabilitate se plaseaza la
sfarsitul secolului III p. Chr. si eventual s-ar putea face o legdtura si
o1t abandonarea Daciei, dar inceputul ci cste cu totul incert. Desi n-a
fost descoperit nici-un obiect, care ar contraveni datirii propuse (sfir-
situl sec.-lui II — prima jumdtate a sec.-lui III) extinderea destul de
considerabild a asezirii ar indica existenta sa si pand in a doua ju-
matate a secolului III. Problema aceasta deocamdatd trebuie s-o lasam
deschisd, desi din punct de vedere a apartenentei etnice, o datare cat
se poate de exactd, ar fi foarte importanta.

Aspectul etnic al regiunii Tisej Superioard din cpoca romana im-
periald este azi incd destul de obscurd. Dispunem de foarte putine in-
formatii, in mod special referitoare la secolul I p. Chr. Atiata este evi-
dent, ca razboaiele daco-romane din vremea lui Traian au avut urmari
serioase si au adus schimbari mari si in acest spatiu geografic. Prezenta
dacica insd probabil n-a fost eliminatd, dar influenta germanicd se con-
statd deja din perioada timpurie a epocii imperiale (Godlowski 1994, p.
72). Atat pe baza informatiilor autorilor antici cit si a descoperirilor
arheologice, putem conchide, ca rizboaiele marcomanice au adus schim-
bari radicale in istoria regiunii Tisei Superioare. Atunci au péatruns
dinspre sud pe teritoriul sarmatilor si tot de atunci avem indicii despre
stabilirea unui grup al vandalilor in aceastd zond (Istvdnovits 1990).
Dacd nu intr-un numdar mare, dar incepind de la sfarsitul secolului al
II-lea deja sunt documentate mormintele luptatorilor de tip Przeworsk
si in accastd regiune (Godlowski 1994, p. 72—73). Vandalii si sarmatii
s-au intalnit, in mare, pe aliniamentul limesului sarmatic construit mai
tarziu (Csdrsz-arck), fiind probabil aici granita intre aceste doua popu-
latii, Autorul Dio Cassius (72, 2, 3) mentioneazad, cd la sfarsitul secolu-
lui II, aria locuitd de vandali se afla la 40 de stadii de la granitele
Daciei.

In lumina datelor susmentionate este verosimil cd asezarea de la
Beregsurany sd apartind unei comunitdti, care s-a deplasat in aceasta
zond in timpul razboiului marcoman, sau imediat dupd aceste eveni-
mente, care apoi s-a amestecat cu populatia dacica, aflatda aici. Viata
lor pasnicd s-a sfarsit odatd cu evenimentele petrecute cu ocazia aban-
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donarii Daciei. In locul lor se va deplasa in zona localititii Beregsurany
un alt grup, care va intemeia vestitul centru de olari.

Prin urmare, inceputul centrului de olari, care confectiona marfa
stampilatd la Porolissum si functionarea cuptoarelor de ars ceramicid de
la Beregsurany pot fi plasate cam la aceeasi datd (probabil ele coin-
cid). Aceastd ipoteza pare si fie verosimild, daca acceptam ideea, accen-
tuatd i de alti cercetdtori, ca intre aceste doua ateliere mestesugaresti
ar exista o legatura geneticid. Rdmane insi de explicat in continuare, de
ce lipsesc cu-desavarsire obiecte de origine romane (marfa romana) din
zona cuptoarelor.

Note.

1 Accasta cifrA nu cste unanima (vezi, Kotigorosko 1993, p. 149).

¢ Sapaturile arheologice probabil vor fi continuate si in anul 1997.

3 Aceasta situatie se explicd prin faptul, cd dupd prabusirea constructiei
talpile au mai rdmas un timp in pozitia lor initiald, infipte in pamént.

! Determinarea piesei se datoreste lui Torbagyi Melinda (M.N. — Budapesta),
ii multumesc si pe aceastd cale. Moneda este intr-o stare de conservare foarte
proastda, determinarea mai exactd nu este posibila.

5 Aici mentionez, c¢d numadrul relativ mic al fibulelor, cu ajutorul careia
aczastd epoca se poate data, apartin de fapt acestui tip (Istvdnovits 1990).
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Fig. 1 Excavtion sites in Beregsurdny. 1: excavations of 1995—1996, 2: excavtion by Dezsd Cséildny, 3: exéévation
. 5 by the Uzhhorod State University (after Kotigorogko 1993, Fig. 74)
Fig. 1 Locul sapaturilor arheologice in Beregsurdny: sapaturile din 1995—1996; 2. sapaturile lui D. Csalldnyi: 3. sapa-
turile executate de Universitatea de Stat din Uzhhorod {(dupZ Kotigorogke 1993, Fig. 74)
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Fig. 2
Fig. 2 Beregsuriny-Baratsagkert complexul 161

eregsurany-Baratsagkert feature 161
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Fig. 3 Beregsurdny-Baratsigkert feature 161
Fig. 3 Beregsuriany-Baritsagkert complexul 161
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Fiy. 4 Beregsurany-Baratsagkert feature 348—357
Fig. 4 Beregsuriny-Baratsagkert complexele 348—i357

www.muzeuzalau.ro / www.cimec.ro



736 ESZTER ISTVANOVITS

'y 777,
1A
R 3
=

17/7
IS
e ree Sy

Fig. 5 Beregsurany-Baratsagkert feature 266
Fig. 5 Beregsurany-Baratsdgkert complexul 266
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Fig. 7 Beregsurany-Baratsagkert: fibula from feature 107 (drawing by Zsolt
Benke)

Fig. 7 Beregsurdny-Baratsagkert: fibula din complexul 107 (desen de Zsolt
Bekne)
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Fig. 8 Beregsurany-Baritsigkert: fibula from feature 107 (photo by Péter
Belanszky-Demkd)

Fig, 8 Beregsurdny-Baratsigkert: figula din complexul 107 (fotografie de Peter
Beliansky-Demka)
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PETUNIR.

Fig. 9 Beregsurany-Bardtsiagkert: 1: feature 36, 2—3: feature 6/d (drawing by
Jozsef Kirdly)

Fig, 9 Beregsurany-Baratsagkert: 1. complexul 36; 2—3, complexul 6/d (desen de
Jozsef Kirdly)
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Fig. 10 Berepsurany-Baratsagkert: 1: feature 36; 2--3: feature 12; 4: feature 107
(drawing by Jozsel Kiraly)
Fig. 10 Beregsurany-Baratsagkert: 1. complexul 16: 2—3. complexul 12; 4.
complexul 107 (desen de Jozsef Kirdly)
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Fig. 11 Beregsurdny-Baratsdgkert: 1: feature 150; 2—3: feature 205 (drawing by
Jozsef Kiraly)
Fig. 11 Beregsuriny-Baratsagkert: 1. complexul 150; 2—3. complexul 205 (desen
de Jozsef Kirily)
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Fig. 12 Beregsurany-Baratsagkert feature 12 (drawing by Jozsef Kiraly)
Fig. 12 Beregsurany-Baratsidgkert: complexul 12 (desen de Jozsef Kiraly)
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