CRONOLOGIA GRUPULUI CULTURAL BALTA SARATA

In legiturd cu geneza si cronologia epocii bronzului in Banat existid opinii
dneori contradictorii, desi s-a ajuns la un punct de vedere comun, potrivit ciruia
inceputurile epocii bronzului in spatiul carpato-danubiano-pontic coincid cu inche-
ierea complexului fenomen de sintezd etnoculturald care a avut loc in periocada
ue tranzitie spre epoca bronzului in acest spatiu geografic. S-a inregistrat un vast
proces de regionalizare, sedimentare si individualizare a fenomenelor etno-cultu-
rale din epoca bronzului, aspect valabil si pentru Banat.

La inceputul epocii bronzului — Br A; (FDI—FD II) — au loc doud miscari
purtitoare de elemente etno-culturale!, si :nume deplasarea purtdtorilor culturii
Glina III — Schnekenberg de la est spre vest si a purtatorilor culturii ,,Glockenbe-
cher” de la vest spre est, ceea ce duce la dizlocarea spre nord a culturii Vuéedol,
care, la randul siu, di nastere grupurilor Mako si Nyirszeg, favorizind, in acelasi
timp, stabilirea unor legaturi directe intre comunitatile Glina III — Schnekenberg
si manifestarile culturale de la sud de Dunire: Bubanj [Hum III, Beloti¢-Bela
Crkva si sud-panonice: Mako si Vinkovici-Somogyvar.

Bronzul tracic? nu este rodul unei schimbiri prin invazii si migrari, ci ne
apare ca un fenomen indelungat, de amestec §i influenfare, ceea ce duce la o
unitate a vietii culturale, sociale, economice si lingvistice, proces rezultat din cele
trei cercuri mari care stau la baza bronzului tracic si care au elemente comune,
autohtone (eneolitice), nord-pontice si egeo-anatoliene.

La sfarsitul bronzului timpuriu — Br A, (IFD II) — se pot surprinde in tot
Banatul etapele de furmare si individualizare a unui larg orizont al ceramicii stil
,,Besenstrich® si ,, Textilmusier®, cu analogii la Toszeg A si B, care apartin nive-
lelor corespunzatoare pentru sfarsitul culturii Nagyrev si inceputul culturii Hatvan.
Tot acum isi incep evolutiile si culturile Mures (cultura Periam —Pecica)?, Vatina®,
care ocupd partea de nord-vest, respectiv vestul ariei geografice a Banatului
in perioada bronzului mijlociu — Br A, — C, (FD II—MDIII). In pericada bron-
zului tarziu si final — Br C,—D (SDI)%, in partea de sud a Banatului, Clisura
Dunirii, cultura Vatina este inlocuitd de purtatorii culturii Zuto DBrdo—Dubo-
vac — Garla Mare, iar in partea de vest de complexul Cruceni — Belegi§—
Bohda si in zona central-nord-estici de grupul cultural Balta Sirati; in nord,
aria culturii Mures va fi ocupatd de purtitorii culturii mormintelor tumulare.

In stadiul actual al cercetirilor’, grupul cultural Balta Sirati poate fi inca-
drat cronologic in etapa bronzului mijlociu §i tarziu — Br B, (MD III) — Br D
(SD 1), ‘detasandu-se din fintinsul orizont comun ,,Besensirich” si , Texlilmuster",
Acesta reprezintd, totodatd, un fenomen de sintezi a unor elemente din culturile
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PL. 1. Tabel sinoptic privind cronologia epocii bronzului in Banat si, in acest context, a grupului cultura] Balta Sarata.
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invecinate si contemporane, mai ales din culturile Vatina Mures, Wielenberg,
Garla Mare, Otomani si Verbicioara®, dar in ansamblu deosebindu-se de ele. Pentru
a elucida problema genezei grupului cultural Balta Saratd facem precizarea ci la
baza acestui grup cultural sti intinsul orizont , Besenstrich si ,, Tertilmuster” de la
Visag®, Silagiu!, laz I si Valea Timisului I'!, ceea ce i-a determinat pe colegii
R. Petrovszky i M. Gumi si le atribuic pe ultimele doud fazei 1 a grupului
cultural Balta Saratd!?. Dar, in acelasi timp, in zona apar si aseziri ale culturii
Vatina — cea de la Caransebes — Balta Sirati si Ciuta — ,Cornu Dealului‘l?,
care isi inceleazd existenta in Br B, (MD III). Pe baza acestor dale afirmdm cd faza I
esle de [apl o fazd .pre* a grupului cultural Dalla Sdrald.

Faza Il (la autorii citati mai sus) esfe in realitate faza I a qrupului cullural
Balta Sdratd, cand procesul de asimilare a elementelor culturii Vatina si a influ-
entelor culturilor Wietenberg, Garla Mare, Otomani, Mures din Br C, (MD III)
este cert, aspect reliefal in discufiile purtate cu diferite ocazii de domnii profesori dr.
P. Roman si dr. S. Morintz, dar si de colegii I'. Medelet si M. Guma. Penlru clarifi-
carea aceslei probleme se impune efectuarea de cercetiiri arheologice in asezirile
de la laz, Silagiu, Susani — ,.Delu}”, Ciuta, .Jabar, Lugoj, Buchin, Piltinis, precum
si publicarea integrald, in viitor, a cercetirilor de la Valea Timisului. Ornamentul
principal devine cel al impunsaturilor succesive in canal — . Stichkanalfechnik”,
fira incrustalii cu substan{a albi, ,dinti de lup”, caneluri inguste verticale pe cir-
cumferinfa vaselor, puncle si cercuri imprimate. Descoperirile de la Sacu'? si Su-
sani — ,Delu{*? fac legitura intre faza I si faza II a grupului cultural Balla
Saratd, fapt ilusirat si de descoperirea la Valea Timisului, in nivelul al II-lea, a
unui fragment de statueti Garla Mare!®, datal in Br C, ca si de importurile cera-
mice ale grupului cultural Balta Sarati in mediul Wielenberg II—III din Tara
Hategului'’, Acum intalnim tot mai frecvent canecluri verticale si oblice, ,din{i
de lup”, iar ornamentul , Slichkanaltechnik* dispare.

Faza III a grupului cultural Balta Saratd este reprezentatad, deocamdata, de
descoperirile din Pestera cu Apa de la Romanesti (2273,1) unde, pe fondul mani-
festarile locale de tip Balta Sarati, apar intrepidtrunderi si legituri cu purtétorii
culturii mormintelor tumulare atunci cand, in Br D (SDI), incepe procesul de hal-
Istattizare a comunititilor aparfinind epocii bronzului in partea de sud-vest a
Romaniei!s.

PETRU ROGOZEA

Institutul Romdn de Tracologie
Fillala Banat, Timisoara, 1800,
Plata Huniade Nr., 1.

ROMANIA

NOTE

! P. Roman, SCIVA, 3, 35,1084, p. 266—267; P. Roman, 1. Nemeti, Symp T hrae, 8, 1990,
p. 34—40; P. Roman, Thraco-Dacica, 1976, p. 53—58; Idem, Symp Thrae, 9, 1982; CIT, 1976,
1980, p. 63—68; 5. Morintz, P. Roman, Daeia, NS, XIII, 1969, p. 61—73; E. Comsa, CIT 1,
1976, p. 27—-33; Idem, IY'BKN, 1977, p. 47—61; D. Berciu, CIT, 1976, p. 57—61; P. Roman,
1. Nemeti, Culture Baden in Romdnia, Bucuresti, 1978, p. 56—57; P.1. Roman, Cultura Cofofeni,
Bucuresti, 1976, p. 30—67; St. Foltany, Studien zum Ur und Friihgeschichte, 3, 1085, p. 254; I.
Nemetl, SCIV A4, 4, 30, 1079, p. 5332—535; C. Kaeso, SCIV, 1, 23, 1972, p. 31—43; 1. Andritoiu,
Civilizafiu lracilor din sud-vestul Transilvaniei tn epoeq bronzului, Bibliotheea Thracologica, 11, 1092,
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18—25, In continuare se va cita: Civilizafia tracilor...; P. Roman, PZ, 51, 1976, p. 26—42;
E Schalk, UPA, 19, 1992, p. 222, fig, 77; 1. Petrasch, Baratica, XI, 1991, p. 65 —171);.G. Blrger,
Beltrachungen iiber die Slepenuoll\er und zhren Einfluss in Sudésleuropa (v Jh — I Jh.v.uZ), In
La ¢ivilisation de Cuculeni en conlexle européen, Blbllotheca -Archaeologica Iassensls, I, Tasl 1987,
p. 223235,

? P. Roman, Thraco-Dacica, 1976, p. 53—58; Idem, SympThrac, 5, 1987, p. 125—1286;
Idem, SCIVA, 27, 1986, p. 29—55; Idem, FBKN, 1977, p 157—169; H. Ciugudean, PZ, 66, 1,
1991, p. 79—118; Idem, SympThrac, 9, 1992, p. 94; Idem, Apulum, XIII, 1988, p. 67—82; I.
Andritoiu, Symp Thrac, 5,1987, p. 12—14; C. Schuster, SympThrac, 9, 1992, p. 90—92; N. Kalicz,
Atlti X SINBE, 1982, p. 117—-133; R. Kalicz-Schrelher, FBKN, 1977, p. 81—86; Idem, Praehis-
torzca, XV—XVI, 1989, p. 247— 259 Idem, KFKNB, 1984, p. 133—168; Idem, A“l X SINBE,
1982, p. 139— 152 G. Bandi, MFAIE 1965, p. 31— 38 Idem FBEKN, 1977 p. 21—-27; T. Kovacs,
Atti X SINBE, 1982 P- 153 163; I. Ecsedi, JPME XXII, 1977, p. 187—194; Idem, JPME,
XXI1I1I1, 1978, p. 97—136; Idem, FBKN, 1977, p. 65—71; 1. Bcna, Die mitllere Bronzezeil Ungarn
und ihre Suddésilickebeziehungen, Budapesia, 1974, p. 15—27; H. Modorova, Atti X SINBE, 1982,
p. 45—52; M. GaraSanin, The Balkans and the Kurgan Peoples in tke Bronze Age Migrations in
the Aegean, 1974, p. 115—128; N. Cernych, Alti X SINBE, 1982, p. 27—44; B. Brukner, B. Jova-
novlé, N. Tasié, Praislorija Vojvodine, Novl Sad, 1974, p. 453—459; B. Brukner, Balkanica, V,
1974, p. 197—204; Idem, FBKN, 1977, p. 39—40; N. Taslé, ArchJug, 1X, 1968, p. 19—29; M.
Gara$anin, Praistorija na tlu SR Srbije, 1, Beograd, 1973, p. 253—260; A. Benac, BerRGK, 42e
1962, p. 1—407; M. Gimbutas, Civilizafie si culturd, 1989, p. 201—221; N. G. L. Hammend, Th,
Balkans and the Kurgan Peoples in the Bronze Age Migralions in the Aegean, 1974, p. 189—197.

3 A. Mosolics, ActaArchHung, 1—3, 1952, p. 35—38; R. Petrovszky, M. Gum4, S{ComCaran-
sebes, InMemCD, 1978, p. 63—69, cu bibl. pesp.; G. Lazarovici, Gornea. Preistorie, Caiele Banalica,
Resita, 1977, p. 15, 89—94; Idem, Symp Thrac, 5, 1987, p. 84—85; G. Lazarovicl, C. Sdcirln, Bana-
lica, V.1979, p. 71—107; P. Roman, Symp Thrac, 9,1992, fird paginatle; F. Gogaltan, Symp Thrac,
9, 1992, p. 96—97; H. Ciugudean, PZ, 66, 1, 1991, p. 109—111, fig. 35; B. Hinsel, Beiirage zur
Chronologie der mitlleren Bronzezeit im Karpalenbecken, 1, Lonn, 1968, p. 21, fig. 2.

4 M. Girié, ArchPreg, 11, 1969, p. 44—47; Idem, MFME, 2, 1966—1967, p. 57—62; Idem,
KFKNB, 1968, p. 33—58; Idem, Mokrm — nekropola ranog bronzanog doba, 2, 1971, p. Banner,
Dolg Sz, VII 1981, p. 1— 53 0. Trogmayer, MFME, 1, 1974—1975, p. 317—321; 1. Eona, op.
cit.,, p. 79— 120 1. H. Cri$an, Ziridava, 11, 1979, p. 81 T. Soroceanu, Banaltca, 111, 1975, p;
33—48; Idem, Banatica, 1V, 1977, p. 105—110; ]dem, SlCamCa.ransebes, 11, 1977, p. 241—249.
Idem, Prehistoriscke Archdologie in Sudésteuropa, 1, 1982, p. 353—369; M. Sandor-Chicldeanu, I.
Chicldeanu, Dacia NS, XXXII, 1—2, 1989, p. 5—38, cu bibl. resp.

5 1. Nestor, IstRom, I, 1960, p. 108; D. Berciu, Zorile isloriei in Carpafi si la Dundre
Bucuresti, 1966, p. 178— 180 S Morintz, Conlnbulu arkeologice la isloria tracilor timpurii, I,
Bucuresti, 1978, p. 16—18; 1 L’ona, op. cii., p- 179—189; G. Lazarovici, op. cil., p. 93; G. Laza-
rovicl, C. Siecidrin, op. cil., p. 83; M. Guma, Banalica, 1V, 1977, p. 68—104; R. Petrovszky, M
Gumi, op. cil., p. 54—55; O Radu, Tibiscus, 11, 1972, p. 35—38; Idem, SCIV, 23, 2, 1972, p.
271—284; O. Radu, T. Soroceanu, Tibiscus, IV, 1975, p. 33—40; M. Garasanin, op. cil., p. 625—
633; B. Brukner, B. Jovanovié¢, N. Tasi¢, op. cil., p. 457—459; N. Tasi¢, KFKNB, 1984, p. 59—82;
Idem, FBKN, 1977, p. 200—205; Idem, Bronze und dlicre Eisenzeit auf Gomolava, in Gomolava Chro-
nologie und Stratigraphie der Vorgeschichilicken und antiken Kulluren der Donauniederung und Sud-
ésteuropa, 1, Novi Sad, 1988, p. 48; M. S. Petrcscu, Tibiscum, VII, 1988, p. 135—151; B. Hinsel,
Ber RGK, 72, 1981, p. 45— 204; C. S3carin, SympThrac, 9, 1992, p. 20—21.

§ S. Morintz, op. cil., p. 16, 27—40; S. Foltiny, PZ, 62, 1, 1987, p. 78—86; T. Kovacs,
Gomolava Symposlum, 1, 1988, p. 155— 167 B. Hainsel, op. cd p. 45—204; G. Lazarovicl, C.
Sécdrin, op. cil., p. 71—1086; C. Sicdrin, op. cnl p- 20; C. Kacso, SympThrac, 9, 1992, p. 97; M.
Guma, SympThrac, 5, 1987, P 1—-72; Idcm, SympThrac, 9, 1992, p. 26—36; A. Harding, Iliria,
1V, 1, 1976, p. 158—162; G. andi, KFKNB, 1984, p. 67—82; N. Tasi¢, op. cil., p. 47—58; B.
Brukner, B. Jovanovié, N Tasi¢, op. cil., p. 453, 464—465; M. Garadanin, op. cil., p. 627—630;
V. Dumitrescu, Necropola de mcmcrat:e dm epoca bronzulm de la Cirna, Bucuresti, 1961 D. Berclu,
op. cit., p. 179—182; K. Horedt, Si{ComSibiu, 13, 1967, p. 140—151; T. Bader, PBF XI1v, 3,
1983; A Laszlo, CMO 1972, p. 173—184; 1. Nemetl SCIvA, 141, 1 1990, p. 19-—54; I. Chlcl-
deanu, SympThrac, 5, 1987, p. 46—47; 1. Eona, op. cil., p. 193— 230 M. Gumi, S A Luca,
P. Rogozea, SympThrac, 8, 1990, p. 130—133; 1. Stratan, A, Vulpe, Pz, 52 1977, p. 30—31; E.
D. Padureanu, Thraco-Dacia, 1—2, XI, 1990 p. 158— 101.

? M. Gumi, N. Guma, Banalica, 1V, 1977, p. 45—67; R. Petrovszky, letscu.s, V 1979
p. 77—96; R. Petrovszky, M. Gumi, op cil., p. 53—110.

8 Jbidem, p. 53—110; P. Rogozea, SympThrac, 9, 1092, p. 23 25; I. Andritolu, Sargefia,
XX, 1986—1987, p. 45—63; Idem, op. cit., p. 48; Z. Kal_mar, H. Tatu,. Sargefia, XX, 1986~
1987, p. 40—41; M. S, Petrescu, op. cit. p. 135—151; C. SHcérin, op. eil., p. 20—-22..
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® . Stratan, MCA, 1961, p. 165; D. Derciu, Dacia NS, V, 1961, p. 124—125; V. Dumi-
trescu, I. Stratan, SCIV, 18, 1, 1967, p. 71 —-78;

10 G, Lazarovici, O. Sfetcu, Banalica, X, 1990, p. 53—54, fig. 5/5—11; G. Lazarovici,
SympThrac, 5, 1987, p. 85.

11 B, Petrovszky, M. Gumi, op. cit., p. 53—110.

12 Ipidem, p. 58—66, 110, pl. XXXVI.

13 M. S. Petrescu, op. cil., p. 135-—-151.

14 Cercetdrl inedite P. Rogozea.

13 1 Stratan, A. Vulpe, op. cit., p. 30—31, pl. 27/4—26, 28/1—17; R. Petrovszky, M. Gumi>
op. cit., p. 67, pl. XXXVI.

16 [pidem, p. 65, fig. 2, pl. XXXV.

17 1, Andrijoiu, Sargefia, XX, 1986—1987, p. 45—63; Idem, Civilizafia tracilor..., p. 48; Z.
Kalmar, H. Tatu, Sargefia, XX, 19861987, p. 35— 44.

18 M. Guma, S.A. Luca, P. Rogozea, op. cil., 132; M. Gumdi, SympThrac, 5, 1987, p. 71—
72; Idem, SympThrac, 9, 1992, p. 27—30; C. Kacso, Symp Thrac, 9, 1992, p. 97—98; E. D. Pidu-
reanu, op. cif., p. 158—191.

THE CHRONOLOGY OF THE BALTA SARATA CULTURAL GROUP

Summary

At the beginning of thc DBronze Age — Br A; (FDI — FDII) — two movements, bearing
ethnical and cutural elements, took place. Thesc were the displacement of the Glina
111 — Schneckenberg culture bearers from east to west and the displacement of the , Glocken-
becher* culture bearers from west to cast, which led 1o the dislocation towards north of the Vu-
cedol culture. The Vucedol culture gave birth to the Mako and Nyrszeg groups and favoured at
the same time the establishing of straight relations between Glina III — Schneckenberg communi-
ties and the cultural manifestations from south of Danube: Bubanj Hum 111, Belotic — Bela Crkva
and south Pannonia: Mako and Vinkovei — Somogyvar.

At the end of the Early Bronze Age — Br A, (FDII) — the formation and individualization
stages of an wide , Besenstrich” and ,, Textilmuster“ style ccramic horizon can be distinguished every-
where in Banat. This horizon has analogles at Toszeg A and B, which belong to the levels cor-
responding to the end of the Nagyvar culture and to the Hatvan culture.

In the same period Mures (Periam — Pecica) and Vatina cultures started their evolutions.
These cultures occupled the north-west and west part of Banat’s geographical area in the Middle
Bronze Age — Br A,—C, (FDII — MDIII).

‘Within the Late and Final Bronze Age — Br C, — D (SDI) Vatina culture was replaced
in the south of Banat (Clisura Dundrii) by the Zuto Brdo — Dubovac — Girla Mare cultura
bearers, in the west by the Cruceni — Belegis — Bobda complex and in the central — north-east
part by the Balta Siratd cultural group. In the north the Mures culture area was occupied by the
tumular tombs culture bearers.

In the present stage the Balta Siratd cultural group can be chronologically placed within
the Middle and Late Bronze Age — Br B, (MDIII) — Br D (SDI).

This cultural group detached itself from the wide common ,Besenstrich® and ,Textilmus-
ter“ horizon, being a synthesls phenomenon of some elements from neighbouring and contempo-
raneous Vatina, Wietenberg, Otomani, Gérla Mare, Verbicloara and Mure§ cultures, but differing
on the whole from these ones.

On this basis we can divide into perlods the Balta Sirat3d cultural group as follows:

— the Balta Siratd cultural group ,pre“ phase — synonymous with phase I at M. Gumi
and R. Petrovszky.

— Balta Sé#ratd cultural group phase 1 — synonymous with phase II at the same authors.
— phase 11 — synonymous with phase III at the quoted authors.

— phase 111 — synonymous with phase IV at the mentloned authors and, initially, in
my opinion, too. This is the phase when, on the local, Balta Siratd type manifestations back-
ground, interpenetrations and relations with the tumular tombs culture bearers appeared and the
beginning of the transition process of the south-west Romania Bronze Age communities to Hall-
statt took plaee.
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