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The formation of coin collcction of thc National Museum in Vrfac began 
long back in 1896 whcn the rcgion of South Banat was an integral part of 
Temcscr Banat Rcgion. Nowadays it is a region spread in both Serbia and 
Rl)mania. Thcreforc, our collcction includcs also thc coins originating from thc 
area today belonging to Romania. 

Abundant literaturc from Lhc cnd of thc last and thc bcginning of this 
ccntury dcaling with archacology or Banat (by that the eastcrn, Romanian, and 
Lhc western Yugoslav part of Banat arc mcant) also mcntions numcrous coin 
findings from that region. One can immcdiately observe that the coins from 
overall Banat rcgion lookcd upon on a broadcr scale gcographically speaking 
(both northern and southern parts of Romanian and Yugoslav part) at that 
Limc went to thc collcctions or severa) muscums: besidcs Vrfac muscum (thcn 
called Vcrseczi Muscum). also to thc muscum of Southcrn Hungary în Timi­
soara (then callcd Dclmagyarorszagi Muscum), the National Muscum in 
Budapcst (Nemzeti Muscum). One should bear in mind that a substantial quan­
tity of coi ns wcnt to Bela Crkva 1 (Wcisskirchcn, Fehertemplom. Biserica Albă), 
whcrc a museum was foundcd evcn back in 1877, whose activity was greatly 
contributed by Feliks Millcker (Felix, Bodog, Srecko) and Leonard Bem 
(Leonhard Bohm). Coin findings from this region frequently went to Vienna 
(Becs). 

In vicw of all thc ahovc mentioned as well as of the fact that thc data 
on coin findings arc mainly insufficicnt, it îs vcry difficult to trace many fin­
dings. In this casc wc arc intcrcstcd în coin findings that reachcd Vrfac Mu­
scum originating rrom the prescnt Romanian part of Banat. For that purpose 
wc arc going to compare Lhc data from thc so called entry registcr kept from 
1896 till 1940 by F. Millekcr, thc famous rcscarchcr of Banat archacology and 
history thc data from litcraturc with Lhc actual state of the collcction. 

The cntry rcgistcr rccords the following information regarding thc intlow 
of coins form the territory wc are rcsearching. 

1 For thc history of the Muscum in B·-la Crkva and lhc presen! state of the collcction sec 
Lj. Bakic-0. Ujes 1995, with 4uotcd liter.mnc. 
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GREEK, „HARBARIAN COINS" 

- a drachma of Apollonia, found in Koronini 2 (presen! Pescari), pre­
senled to lhe muscum in Seplember 1895 (enlry register, date: 2/9/1958. ilem 
no. 2); 

- a drachma of Dyrrachion. from the same place. presenled to the mu­
seum in January 1896 (e. r. 24/01/1896, i. no. 14) 

- a drachma of Apollonia, from the same place, boughl off in November 
1896 (e. r. 30/11/1896, i. no. 1) 

- a Dacian silver coin from Varhclj. presented by Adolf Vajsertcl (e.r. J/ 
11/1895, i. no. 1) 

- 2 .,barbarian silvcr coins'' from Potok 3 (present Potoc) - purchased in 
1897 (e. r. 28/0511898, i. no 12). 

- a barbarian silver coin from Or5ava (present Orşova), purchased (e. r. 
12/0911910, i. no. 88) 

ROMAN COINS 

- a small Roman silver coin („a family coin" as stated by Milleker) 
from Fizd (prescnt Fizes). a gift by Nandor Stajn (e.r. 2/12/1897, i. no. 2) 

- denar of Marka Anlonija (Mark Antony) from Vcliki Zam (present 
Jamu Mare), the gift by Wilder (e. r. 4/9/1901. i. no. 1) 

- among the findings from Varadija4 (presen! Varadia), 2 Roman coins 
are mentioned - large bronzc coi ns (1 Vespasian), purchase (e. r. 31107 /1902, 
i. no. 65) 

- among other findings there is & silver denar of Antonius from Deta 
(present Deta), (e. r. 29/0711904. i. no. 60). 

- a coin of Trajan Germ. Dac., also from Dela, purchase (e. r. 19/05/ 
1910, i. no. 47). 

- a Roman large bronze, III cenlury, from Orsava (present Orşova), text 
illegiblc, a gift (e.r. 2/0711917, i. no. 17) 

- a silver denar of Antonius Pius from Berzaska (present Berzasca) dis­
covered in 1895 in „Lyborazdija" Valley, the gift by Ernest Neustadl (e.r. 15/ 
10/1913. i. no 77). 

MIDDLE-AGE COINS 

- 4 pieces of Turkish coins from a hoard in Pecika (presen! Pecica) in 
the parish. Discovcred in the currcnt year. The gift by Karl Kinc (e. r. 24111/ 
1901. i. no. 11) 

- 52 small Turkish coi ns from a collective finding in Pecika in 1901, 
the gift by Antala Krojca (c.r. 11/10/1903, i. no. 87) 

~ 8. Millekcr 1897, 27; I. 8crkcszi 1907, 12-13; 8. Mitrea 1945, 88, no. 6; F. Mcdclct 
1994, 275. 

1 8. Millekcr 1899, 90; 8. Millekcr 1906, 121; I. 8crkeszi 1907, 34; F. Medele( 1994, 
277. 

4 8. Millcker 1906, 261; F. Medele\, 1994, 292. 
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- 37 Hungarian silver denars of Ferdinand I (1526-1564), 14 Maxi­
millians (1565-1579), and 7 Rudolfs (1579-1585) from a larger hoard of the 
coins from Korniareva (present Cornereva) discovered in January (?) 1902. The 
coins were in a big pot. The gift by Imre Pongracz, a retired home-guard 
major from Or5ava (e.r. 23/02/1902, i. no. 12). 

- 46 small Middle-Age silver coins, 3 fragments of curled silver wire 
from the finding in Mali Gaj 5 (present Gaiu Mic), (e.r. 29/06/1903, i. no. 48) 

- 731 pieces of Hungarian Middle-Age coins from Sokolovac (present 
Socol) purchased from Karl Bem from Bela Crkva, at the cost of the lown (e.r. 
31/0811912, i. no. 31) 

The above mentioned data from the old entry register of F. Milleker 
have been fully quoted the way he himself registered them. The data from the 
literature are more numerous, but this time only thc ones referring to findings 
entered in Milleker's entry register have been included. It is noticeable that 
the descriptions given by Milleker are rather meagre, so that it is very hard 
to recognise corresponding numismatic items in the collection. It is alsa 
noticed that the coins which havc gat into the Vr5ac Museum mainly origi­
nates from the area of the Romanian part of Banat, except for the finding 
Pecika, which is the mast northern point, at the right bank of the Mures 
River. Today, the state of the museum collection îs as follows: 

1. 2 specimens of Dacian coins, 1 specimen of re-mint, without the 
data referring to the place of finding (1-3) 

2. 8 specimens of drachma of Apollonia and Dyrrachion, without the 
data referring to the place of finding (4-11) 

3. the finding of Hungarian coins from Socol with the total of 16 silver 
co ins of Ladislaus IV (1272-1290) and Robert Karl (1308-1342). 

Since there are no more precise data, it is impossible to associate the 
data from Milleker's old inventory book with the coins present in the museum 
(findings from 1-11). Milleker registred pieces of „Barbarian money" (2 coins 
from Potoc, 1 coin from Orşova and 1 coin from Varhelj, the only one he 
refers to as being Dacian), that had come to the museum. Two of the coins in 
the museum are in the form of a scyphate, of rough execution, with a silver 
coating, weighing 12,80 g. and 13,20 g with very stylised images on the ob­
verse and the reverse which could be associated with the mintage of 
Transylvania and Banat from the second half of II and the beginning of the 
I century B.C.6 . The third specimen is of silver, weighing 12.50 g. re-mint, 
which is hard to determine so far. The examples quoted by L. Bem7 do not 
corrcspond to aur findings. Wc can only suppose that the findings from 
Varhelj or Orşova are in question. 

; O. Gohl 1903, 106 - mcntions the finding of various coins containing 378 picces, and 
thi~ figure is corrected by penei! by Milleker into 619 pieces, while I. Berkeszi 1907, 19 -
notifies that the total number of coins was 613 pieces, out of which 26 coins were sent to the 
National Museum in Budapest, and Vrsac Museum obtained 333 pieces. 

6 Thcy are similar to Dcssewffy 1258, 1259, Forrer 3·l6 (no. I); and Dessewffy 819 - ob­
ver;e, and 408 - reverse (no. 2). 

7 L. Bohm 1861, T.XIII/5-7, F. Medele\ 1994, 277 with quoted Iiterature. 
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Two drachmas, one of Apollonia and the other one of Dyrrachion, 
reached Vrsac rnuseum from the hoard discovered 1895. in Koronini. Greek 
and Hellenistic coins from the collection of Vrfac museum have been pro­
cessed by D. Ujes and L.J. Bakic8 , and they have indicated possibility that the 
two drachrnas of Apollonia from Vrfac museurn are the same ones mentioned 
in the old inventory book of F. Milleker (4-5). 

The hoard from Sokolovac (Socol) as quoted by F. Milleker included 
731 pieces of Hungarian Middle-Age coins. The hoard from the sarne place 
that is presently in Vrfac muscum contains 16 specimens. Whether this finding 
is separated, which would nat be unusual for that time, or two hoards are in 
question, for the time being the question remains open. 

The numismatic collection currently present in the museum collection at 
Cultural-Educational Community of Bela Crkva (Biserica Albă) was examined 
and a part of it was even published (v. supra, f. 1), so the conclusion can be 
reached that the collection in question is small, obviously fragrnented, without 
the information regarding the place of finding. The trace of findings frorn the 
Romanian part of Banat, which had come to this muscum and are quoted in 
older literature, has been lost (Mercina, Pescari, Potoc). 

The purpose of this brief review of numismatic findings from the terri­
tory of the Romanian part of Banat is the comparison of the actual state of 
the Vrfac museum collection with data quoted in the entry register of F. 
Milleker and other literature. However, the Iack of data, the fact that numis­
m~.tic collections of Timisoara and Budapest museums are nat published, which 
alsa house specimens from aur Banat, make complete numismatic research 
difficult. But it indicates that the connection between South Banat and the 
neighbouring regions on the Romanian side of the Danube existed alsa in the 
numismatic sense. 

H D. Ujes - Lj. Bakic 1996, 24 with quoted literature. 

Ljiljiana Bakic 
National Museum Vrsac 

YUGOSLA VIJA 

59 

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro



LITERATURA 

BAKIC - UJES 1995 = Lj. Bakic, D. Ujes, Catalogul sistematic al monedelor din colecţia 
Muzeului Biserica A/hă, I, I. (Systematic catalogue o(coins in the Museum Collection ofBela 
Crkva, I. Banatica 13, Timişoara, 1995. 

DESSEWFFY - M. Dessewffy, Barhar ?enzei I, Budapest 1910; III, 8udapest 1913; IV, 
Budapest 1915. 

80HM, L. 1861, L. Bohm, Geschichte des Temeser Banats, II, Leipzig 1861 

FORRER, R. 1908, R. Forrer, Keltische Numismatik der Rhein und Donaulande; Strassburg 
1908. ' 

GOHL, O. 1903, O. Gohl, Eremleletek, Numizmatikai KijzWny, II. Budapest 1903. 

MILLEKER, 8. 1897, 8. Milleker, De/magyaror.mig regisegleletei a hon.fhglala.1· elotti idokhăl, 
I. Temesvar 1897. 

MILLEKER, B. 1899, 8. Milleker, A Verseczi Varosi Muzeum, Archaeologiai Ertesito, XIX, 
8udapest, 1899. 

M ILLEKER, 8. 1906, 8. M illeker, De/magyarorszag regisegleletei a honfoglalas elotti idokhiil, 
III, Temcsvar 1906. 

BERKESZI, I. 1907, I. Berkeszi, De/magyarorszag eremleletei, Tijrtenelmi es Regeszeti ErtesitiJ, 
Temesvarot 1907. 

MITREA, 8. 1945, 8. Mitrea, Penetrazione commerciale e circolazione monetaria ne/la Dacia 
prima delia conqisla, Ephemeris Daco-romana X, Roma 1945, 1-154. 

MEDELEŢ, F. 1994, F. Medeleţ, Contrihuţii la repertoriul numismatic al Banatului - Epoca 
latene, secolul IV în.d.Chr. - 106, Bucureşti, 1994. 

UJES - BAKIC 1996, D. Ujes - Lj. 8akic, Grcki i helenisticki novac iz Narodnog muzeja u 
Vr.fru i pregled srodnih nalaza ujugoslovenskom delu Juinog Banala, Numizmaticar 18/ 
19, 8cograd 1996. 

60 

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro



61 

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro




