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In an earlier work by us we have pointed out that the citizens of Temesvár/

Timişoara are referred to in medieval charters as cives et hospites.1 Th e 

guests of Temesvár/Timişoara (hospites de Th emeswar) are mentioned fi rst 

in written documents in 1341. Not quite a year later, on 9 February 1342, 

the chapter house of Csanád/Cenad issued a charter in which mention is 

made of the cives de Temeswar. A distinct part of the townsfolk in Temesvár/

Timişoara, namely the merchants - mercatores de (nostra civitate) Th emeswar 

- appear in King Sigismund’s charter issued on 13 January 1415 and also 

in the charter of Nicholas Csáki, voivode of Transylvania, issued on 15 

September in the same year. 

Th e fi rst citizens of Temesvár/Timişoara whose names have survived 

are mentioned in a charter issued in 1361. Th ese citizens, Valentinus fi lius 

Michaelis et Vehul [Utul?] dictus de Sumplijo cives de Th emeswar were probably 

merchants. From the fi fteenth century onwards the number of documents 

increases in which the burghers of Temesvár/ Timişoara are mentioned 

specifi cally by name. In these cases, the Christian name of the burghers 

are preserved together with their father’s or with the designation of their 

profession. Th ese two variants - either separately or together - are sometimes 

also combined with the name of the town of Temesvár/Timişoara; for 

example, as well as the aforecited Valentinus and Vehul, we fi nd Sebastianus 

Georgii de Th emesuar (1400), Johannes corrigiator de Th emeswar (1411), and 

Andreas de Th emeswar (1446). In rare cases, these proper names even refer 

to some nearby locality from where the burghers migrated to Temesvár 

(Vehul [Utul?] dictus de Somplijo civis de Th emeswar). 

Below we are going to enumerate all the burghers of Temesvár/Timişoara 

who appear in the written sources before the end of the sixteenth century.
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Th e burghers of Temesvár/Timişoara referred to by a collective desig-nation

19/05/1341,  Chapter house of Arad: hospites de Th emeswar2

09/02/1342,  Chapter house of Csanád: cives de Temesuar3

18/06/1373,  King Loius I: iudici, iuratis et civibus ac hospitibus 

   de Temesuar4

13/01/1415,  King Sigismund: mercatores de nostra civitate 

   Th emeswar5

02/10/1487,  King Mathias: cives et inhabitatores civitatis nostre 

   Th emeswariensis6

28/12/1494,  John chaplain from Bártfa/Bardejov: 28 pilgrims 

   from Temesvár/Timişoara decided in Venice 

   to return home from their pilgrimage to Rome (Et 

   etiam de Th emeswar XXVIII reversi sunt, …)7

Th e burghers of Temesvár/Timişoara referred to by a specifi c name

01/09/1361:  Valentinus fi lius Michaelis et Vehul (Utul/Vecul?) 

   dictus de Sumplijo cives de Th emeswar8

1390/1398/1402:

   Michael fi lius Benedicti olim judex/civis de 

   Th emeswar and his brother (frater) Jacobus; [Poztos 

   dicti]9

30/08/1405:  Johannes dictus de Jenew et Dyonisius fi lius 

   Johannis iobagio regalis de Paznad cives de 

   Th emeswar10

13/01/1411:   Johannes corrigiator11

20/10/1424:  Benedictus fi lius Michaeli Poztos dicti de 

   Th emeswar (nobilis vir)12

27/08/1429:  Jacobus Zygig civis de Th emeswar13

04/10/1440:   Kyes Miklós14

18/01/1451:  Johannes literatus civis de Th emeswar15

1458:  Dorothea, uxor Emerici institoris de Th emesuar, 

   fi lia  judicis civitatis;16

Johannes,  sellator de Th emesvar (et) fi lius suus Philipus 

   nomine VIII annorum;17

13/10/1459:  Demetrius, fi lius Georgii Sclavi de Temesvar vel 

   Georgii Th ot etatis IX annorum18

1459:  Elena uxor Johannis institoris de Temesuar et fi lius

    eorum, Ladislaus etate XVIII mensium19

   Nicholaus Teg de Temesvar20

   Valentinus clericus de Temesvar21

   Pellifex in Temesvar22 

05/07/1474:  Georgius Marazy fi lius Blasij de eadem Maraz civis

    civitatis Th emeswar23

12/01/1490:.  Stephanus Magnus de Th emeswar
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   Blasius Pethew de Th emeswar

   Bartholomeus  Besenew de sepedicto Th emeswar24

27/04/1492:  Michael Th orsa civis civitatis Th emeswar25

22/06/1498:  providus Briccius Th ot consocius noster26

17/03/1507:  circumspectus Ladislaus Mezaros civis oppidi 

   Th emeswariensis27

1508:    Michael juratus civis de Th emeswar28

1500/1510:  Members of the Bodó family fromTemesvár29

1520:  domina Elizabeth relicta condam Petri Kys de 

   Th emesvar30

1523:  Johannes Olaah

   Nicolaus Zolga

   Ladislaus Matheiji cives civitatis nostre 

   Th emeswariensis31

15/08/1523:  Michael Th orsa iuratus civis32

31/10/1523:  Georgius Sarko de Th emeswar, Radycz de 

   Th emeswar, Woythyn de Th emeswar, Paulus 

   Twrkos de Th emeswar33

11/04/1528:   Lucas Warga de dicta Th emeswar34

02/02/1537:  Emericus Schneyder, Dionisius Kalmar, Bona 

   Kromer, Andreas Czettenpfennig, Jorg Kyrschner, 

   Sygmund Rwbler35

12/08/1539:  Andreas Nagh de Th emeswar36

1539:  Gyura Blassevity de Th emeswar

   Michael Philippovich de eadem (Th emeswar)37

25/06/1581:  Hercheg István főbíró  

   Olasz Tamás38

06/02/1582:  Natali di Saracca; Mateo; Crisostomo di Joannis; 

   Toma Matijević; Andrija Cakalić; Gigura Nikolić; 

   Raosav Matković; Vincenco Mihailović; Bernardo 

   Jelich fi a; Marino di Nicolo; Stefano di Jacobo; Đuro 

   Nikolić; Ilija Vlahusić; Jakov Pavlović; Stijepan 

   Paskojević; Pavao Đurpević; Giorgi di Dimitri; 

   Đura Matijević; Martin Nikolić; Marin Ivanović39

08/03/1582:  Hercheg István főbíró

   Herceg Péter (Ungarus)

   Simon Mihály fi a

   Gáspár fi a Márton (Ungarus)

   Barcouius Tamás

   Balomi(?) Péter (Ungarus)

   Szabó Tamás (magyar)40

Conclusions
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Th e material presented above attests that the town of medieval Temesvár/

Timişoara was administered by a judge (iudex, bíró) who was supported 

in his work by the iurati cives (esküdt polgárok), that is the members of 

the town-council. At present, only two charters are known which were 

issued by the town council before the fall of Temesvár/ Timişoara to the 

Ottomans in 1552, one in 1498, the other in 1523. Nevertheless, two other 

documents have survived from the late sixteenth century (1581, 1582) 

which also deserve attention. In contrast with the two former charters 

these documents were written not in Latin, but in Hungarian, and issued by 

the principal judge (főbíró) of Temesvár/Timişoara. Th e fi rst iudex appears 

in written documents in 1390, and is named Mychael dictus Poztos. From 

the late sixteenth century another bíró (iudex), to be more precise főbíró 

(principal judge) is known by name: István Hercheg. Curiously enough, the 

written documents preserved the name of only two iurati cives: Michael 

(1508) and Michael Th orsa (1523)41.

Th e scattered personal names preserved in documentary evidence, 

various references concerning urban administration, and the geographical 

location of the town are persuasive evidence that the hospites, and indeed 

the inhabitants of Temesvár/Timişoara, were preponderantly Hungarians 

until the mid-sixteenth century. Just as in the case of nearby Szeged, Latin 

and German guests, let alone Jews, did not play an important role in the 

development of medieval Temesvár/Timişoara. Beside Hungarians, Serbs and 

Ragusan merchants can be found among the burghers and the inhabitants of 

the town prior to 1552, and in the case of Johannes Olaah Romanian origin 

may be assumed. It is highly probable, that the number of Ragusan merchants 

increased signifi cantly in the late sixteenth century and paralelled the 

attempts of the Republic of Ragusa aiming at the creation of a new “trading 

empire” on the Balkans controlled at that time by the Ottomans42.
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CETĂŢENII TIMIŞOAREI MEDIEVALE

ÎN LUMINA IZVOARELOR SCRISE

Rezumat

Articolul de faţă reprezintă o încercare de enumerare a acelor cetăţeni 

ai Timişoarei, care sunt consemnaţi în izvoarele scrise datate înainte de 

sfârşitul secolului  al XVI-lea. Dealtfel, în cercetarea istoriei medievale 

a Timişoarei, aceasta este prima lucrare de acest gen (care se ocupă de 

cetăţenii oraşului). Din cercetarea documentelor, atât a celor publicate, 

cât şi a celor inedite, precum şi a altor tipuri de izvoare scrise, autorul a 

ajuns la următoarele rezultate: în istoria Timişoarei până în anul 1552, 

cunoaştem numele unui jude, a 2 cetăţeni juraţi şi a aproximativ 40 de 

cetăţeni. Acestora li se mai adaugă, la începutul anilor 1580, încă un jude, 7 

negustori maghiari şi 20 de negustori din Ragusa care trăiau în Timişoara, 

cunoscuţi, de asemenea, pe baza numelui lor. 

În urma comparaţiei datelor de mai sus cu cele referitoare la oraşul 

Szeged, autorul ajunge la concluzia că materialul referitor la Timişoara 

este extrem de sărac. În cazul oraşului Szeged, se cunosc mai mult de o 

duzină de juzi, 12 cetăţeni juraţi, precum şi peste 1.500 de cetăţeni din 

perioada anterioară mijlocului sec. al XVI-lea. În această privinţă, trebuie 

amintit faptul că doar lista de zeciuială din anul 1552 a păstrat numele 

a 1.644 de capi de familii (sau 1.784, conform unei alte opinii). Volumul 

modest al materialului despre Timişoara poate fi  explicat şi prin amploarea 

nemaiîntâlnită a distrugerii izvoarelor.


