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Noi cercetari in asezarea Pauleni (1999-2000).
Raport preliminar. Prezentare generala*.

I. Descrierea sitului.

Asezarea preistoricd Pauleni ("Ciomor-
tan")! se afld la cca. 1,5 km nord-est de satul
Soimeni (Csikcsomortdn), comuna Pauleni,
judetul Harghita, in locul numit de localnici
Viardomb (Ddmbul Cetdtii). Ea ocupa o movila
situatd intr-un loc ferit, pe o sa joasa intre doua
coline, ambele facand parte dintr-un lant care,
pe linia E-V, din est se leagd de Carpatii
Orientali, iar spre vest de Depresiunea Ciucu-
lui. Asezarea bara una dintre caile de acces din
Subcarpatii Moldovei in Depresiunea Ciucului.
Din sud asezarea este delimitatd natural de

panta accentuata (cca. 70°) si adanca (cca. 100
m) a vaii paraului Remetea, afluent al Oltului.
La nord de asezare, in imcdiata sa apropiere se
afla albia unui parau mai mic, afluent al parau-
lui Remetea (PLI). Accesul din vest in asezare
este posibil numai printr-o sa ingusta de cca. 15
m. Aceasta este tdiatd de trei santuri si doua
valuri (Pl. II/IIT). Asezarea este inconjurata de
un val si un sant (PLII).

in plan, asezarea arc forma ovala, lungi-
mea maxima a incintei sale este de cca. 90 m (E
-V), latimea (N-S) de cca. 60 m. Diferenta ma-
xima de nivel intre coama valului si exteriorui
asezdrii s-a consemnat in partea sa de est - cca.
7 m. Platoul dambului, pe care se afla asezarea,
prezinta o usoard panta spre sud. Din aceasta
cauzi latura de nord si mai ales cea de sud a
valului sunt puternic aplatizate. Latura de nord
a valului a alunecat spre interior, astfel incét,
cu exceptia sectorului sau de est, panta inte-
rioara a valului este atat de lind incit trecerea
de la incintd la val este abia sesizabild; din
exterior insd panta valului este puternic accen-

tuatd (cca. 70-80°). Latura de sud a valului a
alunecat spre exterior, pe panta vaii paraului
Remetea, astfel incdt pe toatd intinderea de
sud a asezirii valul de abia se observa.

In partea de est-sud-est intre valul si
santul asezarii se intercaleaza o terasa de for-
ma aproximativ triunghiulara, lata pana la cca.
7 m, lungd de cca. 20 m si inalta de cca. 1 m
(PLIV/4).
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Atét in incinta asezarii, cat si pe val, si pe
sa, se observd urmele sectiunilor si casetelor
practicate de regretatul Székely Zoltan?, pre-
cum si numeroase gropi rezultate din sapturile
intreprinse aici in decursul anilor de diversi
cautatori de antichitati3.

2. Istoricul si stadiul cercetarilor.

Asezarea a fost descoperita in perioada
interbelica de Al. Ferenczi care a inclus-o in
repertoriul cetitilor dacice din Transivania?. in
anii 1956, 1960 si 1967 Székely Zoltan a efectu-
at aici sapaturi, practicand cinci sectiuni si doua
casete, suprafata cercetata ajungind péna la
cca.160 mp>. Cu ocazia acelor cercetdri s-a con-
statat ca asezarea a fost locuitd in eneolitic
(cultura Ariusd-Cucuteni), in perioada de
tranzitie de la eneolitic la epoca bronzului (cul-
tura Cotofeni) si in epoca bronzului (culturile
Ciomortan si Wietenberg). In ceea ce priveste
fortificatiile, s-a ajuns la concluzia ci valul a
fost ridicat in epoca bronzului. Cel mai notabil
rezultat al acelor cercetéri I-a constituit desco-
perirea unui aspect cultural necunoscut pana
atunci in Transilvania si introdus in literatura
de specialitate drept cultura Ciomortan (de la
Csikcsomortan=Soimeni), incadrata inceputu-
lui perioadei mijlocii a epocii bronzului.

Date fiind proportiile reduse ale cerce-
tarilor (s-a sapat cca. 3% din suprafata aseza-
rii), precum si publicarea extrem de sumaréa a
rezultatelor, multe aspecte legate de aceastd
asezare au ramas nelamurite.

Astfel, nivelurile de locuire din eneolitic
si perioada de tranzitie, de-abia au fost atinse.
Nu a fost stabilit cu certitudine raportul crono-
logic dintre materialele de tip Ciomortan si
cele de tip Wietenberg: daca este vorba de
doua niveluri distincte de locuire sau avemn de a
face cu unul singur. S-a admis - fara sa fi fost
surprins un context stratigrafic concludent in
acest sens - existenta a doua niveluri de locuire
din epoca bronzului si, respectiv, cad nivelul
Wietenberg este ulterior celui de tip
Ciomortan®.

Alla problema o constituic fizionomia
exactd a "culturii" Ciomortan, materialul ccra-
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mic fiind publicat selectiv: cu predilectie cera-
mica find ornamentata cu triunghiuri hasurate
sau umplute cu impunsaturi’, considerate de
atunci emblematice pentru "cultura" Ciomor-
tan. Ilustratiile publicate au dat impresia unei
similitudini pronuntate cu ceramica culturii
Costisa® de pe versantul opus al Carpatilor
Rasariteni, astfel incat unii cercetatori admit ca
"cultura” Ciomortan, de fapt, reprezinta un
aspect al culturii Costisa®.

A ramas nerezolvata si problema inca-
drarii valurilor si santurilor de aparare. Desi in
prima consemnare stiintifica, situl a fost men-
tionat ca o cetate dacica, iar ulterior sapaturile
neautorizate, efectuate aici in repetate randuri,
au scos la iveald fragmente ceramice "dacice" si
monede, sapaturile lui Székely Z. nu au
furnizat material arheologic de factura dacica.
Din informatiile mai vechi, neconfirmate, ar
reiesi cd locuirii dacice i-ar apartine si o spada
de fier ruptd, precum si monede romane,
despre care nu exista precizari!0. Si acest din
urma aspect a constituit unul dintre obiectivele
majore ale cercetarilor din anii 1999 si 2000.

Cu scopul aprofundarii cercetdrilor, care
sa contribuie la rezolvarea problemelor menti-
onate, in perioada 12-27 august, 27 septembrie-
2 octombrie 1999, iar apoi in perioada 18.06-
30. 09. 2000 un colectiv condus de Valeriu
Cavruc (Dan Buzea, Galina Cavruc, Gheorghe
Dumitroaia, Gheorghe Lazarovici, Adrian
Sabin Luca, Mihai Rotea si Székely Zsolt) a
reluat sapaturile in aceastd asezare.

3. Descrierea sapaturilor.

In anii 1999-2000 cercetirile s-au axat in
jurul Sectiunii I (S. I). Initial, in urma cerce-
tarilor intreprinse de Székely Z., S. I a
reprezentat o transee lata de 0,8 m si lunga de
cca. 40 m. Ea sectiona jumatatea de est a ase-
zarii pe linia N-S. In campaniile de sapaturi din
a. 1999 si 2000, sectiunea a fost golita si, dupa
caz, adancita, iar apoi extinsa spre nord si sud,
lungimea ei ajungand la 70 m. Ea sectioneaza
incinta si laturile de sud si nord ale valului ce
inconjoara asezarea.

in a. 1999 in imediata apropiere de S. I
au fost deschise 7 casete noi, din care 4 in
partea centrala a platoului (C1, C2, C4 si C7) si
3 (C3, (5, C6) in parte sudica a incintei (PLIII).

Cl (4 x 4,4 m) a fost deschisa la 0,5 m
vest dc S. I, in dreptul car. 5-6; C2 (4 x4,4 m) a
fost deschisi la 0,4 m vest de C1, iar C4 (4 x 4,4

94

m) - la 04 m vest de C2. C7 (4 x 4 m) a fost
deschisa 3,85 m nord de C1 si 0,5 m vest de S.I.
Alte trei casete (C3, C5, C6), toate 4 x 4 m, dis-
puse intr-un sir orientat VSV - ENE, au fost
deschise pe panta de sud a asezarii, 9,6 m sud
de C1. C6 sectiona S.I, la acea vreme inca ne-
golitd, iar C5 si C3 se aflau spre ENE, intre ele
lasandu-se cate un martor de 40 cm latime.

In a. 2000 S. I a fost extinsa spre est: in
dreptul car. A-6 - 12 a fost cercetata o suprafata
de8m (V-E: A,B,C,D)x 18 m (N-S:6,7,8,9,
10, 11, 12), in dreprul car. A-13 - 15, 4m (V-E:
A, B) x 6m (S-N: 13, 14, 15), apoi, in dreptul
car. A-4 si A-5 a fost cercetatd o suprafata de 4
m (S-N: 4, 5) x 12m (V-E: A, B, C, D, E, F).
(PLIII).

Dupa golirea in a. 1999 a jumatatii de
nord a sectiunii, pe lungimea de 20 m (car. A-6
-15), s-a constatat cd Székely Z. a confundat
una dintre secventele din umplutura valului cu
stratul steril. In a. 1999 sectiunea a fost adan-
citd cu incd cca. 1,8 m (masurat de la coama
valului), ajungédndu-se la stratul steril. Adanci-
mea sectiunii variaza intre 0,48 m (in zona cen-
trald a incintei asezarii) si 3,44 m, sub coama
valului pe latura sa de nord.

Atat cit s-a putut constata in urma cer-
cetdrii malului de vest a S. I (profil A), precum
si a malului sdu de est (profilul B/C) (PLIII),
initial terenul prezenta un damb natural, inalt
de cca. 1,6 m, iar platoul sdu prezenta panta
usoara spre sud.

4. Locuirea Ariusd-Cucuteni.

Prima locuire apartine culturii Cucuteni
-Ariusd. Din aceastd perioada dateaza o
locuinta de suprafata (L.S5) construita alaturi de
marginea de sud a dambului, surprinsa in pro-
filele A si B/C. Pe lungimea de cca. 5,2 m (in
car. A-11 - A-13), a fost urmarit coltul sau de
V-NV. In jumitatea sa de sud, probabil cu sco-
pul nivelarii terenului, complexul a fost usor
adancit in pamantul steril (cu cca. 0,2 m). in
imediata apropiere de limita de sud a comple-
xului se observa o mica groapa de par cu dia-
metru de cca. 0,12 m, care pleca de la nivelul
stratului steril si se adincea cu cca. 0,2 m. In
partea de nord a complexului, in profil se
observa alte trei gropile mici de pari, foarte
usor adancite. Umplutura locuintei se prezintd
sub forma unui sol maroniu-negricios, imbibat
cu bucati mari de chirpici, fragmente ceramice
si alte artefacte. fn zona locuintci stratul de cul-
turd ajunge la cca. 0,6 m. Stratul de cultura
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Cucuteni-Ariusd este destul de consistent si in
imediata apropiere a locuintei, unde, protejat
de mantaua valului, pe lungimea de cca. 6,6 m
(car. A-8 - A-11), acesta are grosimea de cca.
0,4 m. Pe masura indepartarii spre incinta
asezarii, in afara zonei acoperite de val, inten-
sitatea stratului scade simtitor, in profilul A
observandu-se doar fragmente ceramice razle-
te si, uneori, aglomerari de fragmente ceramice
si de lut ars aflat in mici alveolari (car. A-9'si
A-11Y).

Se constatata cd initial, prima locuire
surprinsa in timpul sapaturilor apartine culturii
Ariusd-Cucuteni. Vestigiile acestei culturi
(urme de diferite constructii, material ceramic
bogat, figurine antropomorfe si zoomorfe,
unelte) au aparut in toate sectiunile si casetele
practicate, atdt in incinta, cat si sub valul gen-
eral al asezarii. Cele mai importante descope-
riri privind aceastd perioadd de locuire s-au
facut sub val. Aici, pe marginea de nord a dam-
bului, a fost descoperitd si, in bund parte,
dezvelitd o locuinta de suprafata, care, atat cat
se poate constata in stadiul actual al cercetdrii,
avea forma trapezoidald cu latura dinspre exte-
riorul asezarii mai mare. Era construitd din
structurd de lemn masiv si nuiele, legatd si
acoperita cu mult lut ars. Este astfel, aproape
evident ca aceasta locuinta facea parte dintr-un
sir de alte asemenea locuinte dispuse pe mar-
ginea dambului. In timpul sapaturilor s-a
observat ca bucati mari de la o "platforma"
masiva (perete?), cdzuta orizontal, suprapunea
un strat de chirpici masiv si vase intregibile,
gasite in situ.

In locuintd au fost descoperite citeva
vase intregibile, multe fragmente de figurine de
lut ars, ace de cupru, cateva rasnite. Marea
majoritatea a materialului ceramic din locuinta
se incadreaza in Cucuteni A2. Este reprezen-
tata specia barbotinatd, grosiera neornamen-
tatd, find si semifind cu decor canelat, incizat si
pictat (pictura monocromad, alb pe negru,
bicroma si tricroma).

Materialul eneolitic descoperit in incinta
asezarii este mai sdrac. Aici au fost descoperite
urme ale unor complexe de suprafata. Unul
dintre ele (L.6), mai bine conservat, era de
forma dreptunghiulara, avea perimetrul marcat
de siruri de gropi de stalpi si pari. In interiorul
acestui complex s-au gdsit resturi de supra-
structurd putcrnic deranjatc de locuirile ulte-

rinare: budiili de chirpici cu amprente de
nuiele. Matcrialul ccramic dc tip Ariusd-
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Cucuteni, descoperit in perimetrul si in jurul
acestui complex, este mai sarac fatd de cel
descoperit sub val: ceramica pictatd apare in
proportii mult mai reduse. Nu se exclude ca
cele doud complexe sa reprezinte doua faze de
locuire Ariusd-Cucuteni.

In interiorul asezarii s-au mai descope-
rit si complexe adancite. Acestea au fost con-
servate pand la urmatoarele campanii de sapa-
turi.

5. Descoperirile de tip Bodrogkeresztur.

Citeva fragmente ceramice razlete
descoperite in stratul de cultura si in umplutu-
ra valului apartin culturii Bodrogkeresztur.
Acestea marcheaza, probabil, o locuire ene-
oliticd, sporadicd, ulterioard celei apartinand
culturii Cucuteni-Ariusd.

6. Locuirea Cotofeni.

Urmatorul nivel de locuire surprins in
profilele A si B/C si mai ales in carourile A, B-
10-14, apartine culturii Cotofeni. Acesta s-a
pastrat cel mai bine sub valul de nord al ase-
zarii, unde a fost urmadrit pe o lungime de cca.
12,8 m (profilul A) si pe toata intinderea pro-
filului B/C. Stratul de culturda Cotofeni supra-
pune direct stratul eneolitic i se prezinta sub
forma unui strat cenusiu-negricios, continind
bucdti madrunte de chirpici si fragmente cera-
mice. Grosimea stratului Cotofeni variaza intre
0,20 si 0,36 m. In zona de maximi concentrare
a materialelor de tip Cotofeni, la baza stratului,
au fost surprinse urme ale unei locuinte, pro-
babil de tip sdlas, usor adancite (10-15 cm). Pe
fundul locuintei a fost amenajata o vatra com-
pusa dintr-un pavaj de pietre plate, acoperit de
un strat de lut ars gros pana la 4 cm. Vatra a
fost surprinsa in profilul cercetat pe lungimea
de cca. 1,1 m. Vatra, langd marginea sa de sud,
a fost perforata de un par folosit probabil,
pentru suspendarea alimentelor. in jurul vetrei,
pe o suprafatd de cca. 10 mp, se observd o
aglomerare de ceramicd Cotofeni si mici bucdti
de chirpici. Dupd uscarea pdmantului, in partea
superioard a stratului Cotofeni, a aparut o
dungd albicioasa, mai mult sau mai putin com-
pactd, groasa de cca. 10-15 cm, rezultata, dupa
toate probabilitdtile, din cristalizarea sarurilor
aflate in solul stratului. in incinta asezirii, in
afara valului, desi apar fragmente ceramice izo-
late, de tip Cotofeni, un nivel dec locuirc aparti-
nand accstci culturi, stratiprafic, nu a fost sur-

prins.
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In linii ‘mari- materialul .ceramic se
incadreaza Tn faza I' a culturii Cotofeni.

1. Descopermle apartmand aspectulul
cultural Ciomortan.

Locuirii Ciomortan ii apartin constructi-
ile de fortificare (cel putin cele mai timpurii):
valul si santul ce apﬁré asezarea din est, nord i
sud. Din aceeasi perioada dateazi si o con-
structie care pare sa fi fost un turn de lemn
incorporat in val si un culoar de acces spre turn
(Comp.13), precum si o constructie usor adan-
cita de forma neregulatd (L.7a). Foarte proba-
bil, aceleiasi perioade ii apartin si doud con-
structii de suprafata, probabil locuinte,
descoperite in incinta asezarii. '

Conditiile stratigrafice, de aceastd data
foarte clare, arata ca nivelul de locuire de tip
Ciomortan este anterior celui apartinand cul-
turii Wietenberg. Astfel, L.7a si complexul 13
au fost suprapuse de o locuintd a culturii
Wietenberg (L.7), inclusiv de vetrele acesteia.

Ceramica de tip Ciomortan descoperlta
in ultimii d01 ani la Paulem vadeste asemanari
frapante cu cea apartmand culturu Costlsa

8. Locuirea Wlet‘enberg.

, Descopermle apartmand culturii Wie-
tenberg sunt reprezentate de cel putin cinci
complexe bine conservate: o depunere rituala
din doua vase (Complex 1), o groapa rituala
(Gr.3) cu un schelet.de copil, doua locuinte de

suprafata amenajate ‘pe panta interioara a va-
lului de aparare (L.7 si L.8), precum si o con-
structie-anexa, de suprafatd, aflata 1anga creas-
ta valului, in imediata apropiere de celelalte
complexe Wietenberg.’

Este evident ca locuirea Wietenberg de
la Pduleni este ulterioard celei de tip
Ciomortan, in acest sens, subliniem ca patru
din cele cinci complexe Wietenberg suprapun
valul ridicat de purtatorii grupului Ciomortan.
Mai mult decat atét, in trei cazuri, complexele
Wietenberg sectioneaza si/sau suprapun direct
pe cele de tip Ciomortan.

Locuirea Wietenberg de la Pauleni, atat
cat permite o evaluare la prima vedere a cera-
micii §i analogiile existente, pare sa dateze din
perioada imediat urmatoare locuirii Ciomor-
tan. Nu excludem cé locuirea Ciomortan a fost
intrerupta de cucerirea asezarii de catre purta-
torii culturii Wletenberg..

9. Urme dacice.

In stratul de cultura al asezirii au fost
gasite si fragmente ceramice izolate de factura
dacica, fara sa fi fost surprins un nivel de
locuire din aceasta perioada. Probabil, dacii au
folosit aceasta asczare fortificata pentru a con-
trola una dintre cdile de acces din Moldova in
Depresiunea Ciucului. Raméne ca viitoarele
cercetdri sa démonstréze dacd dacii au reame-
najat sau nu fortificatiile din epoca bronzului:

‘Note

*Decscrierea mai amanuntita a ficcarui nivel dec locuirce din
aceastd asezare este prezentata in paginile cc urmeaza, in
ordine cronologic, in articole scmnate de membrii colec-
tivului, conform responsabilitatilor ce le-au revenit.

1. Locul pecare se afla asezarea intotdeauna a apartinut dc
Pauleni, insd, probabil, datorita faptului ca satul Soimeni-
Csikcsomortan (localitatea componentd a comunei Pau-
leni) sc afld ceva mai aproape, regretatul Székely Z. a pre-
ferat uneori si foloseascd in litcratura de specialitate
aceastid din urma denumire transliteratd in romaneste-
Ciomortan in lac de Csomortdn. . '

2. SZEKELY ZOLTAN, Cultura Ciomortan. In: Aluta. 1970, p.
71-76, tig. 1-15.

8. ﬁecfnt woul rlmfrc acesfl cauhton _| 8\’1?9 TetvdR dlﬂ
Micreurea Ciué, a pr(.dal la Muzent ‘Carpalilor Rasaritcni
o colectie importanta-de ¢eramicii. descoperitt de el tn ase-
zirca Ciomortan. Materialul ceramic mdude ceramlca cul-
turilor Civmortan si-Wictenberg. .-, :

4. AL. rI:ILl-NLLl, Az eyykori Kuazouszék mge.\zrle, Clu;,
1938.
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5. SzeKeLy ZOLTAN, Opicit., fig. 2. Precizam cd, asa cum
rcicsc din confruntarca fig. 2, din articolul citat cu masuri-
torilc efectuate de noi, probabil, datoritd micsorarii
desenului original in timpul editarii, scara trecuta pe fig. 2
nu estc valabila: in loc de 1: 200, asa cum este trecut pc
desen, trebuie si fic 1: cca. 400.

6. SZEKELY ZOLTAN, Op.cit., p. 74.

7. SZEKELY ZOLTAN, Op.cit., fig.5-15; SZEKELY Zs., Perioada
timpurie si inceputul celei mijlocii a epocii bronzului in sud-
estul Transivaniei, Buc., 1997, Pl. LXIX - LXXXIX.

8. ALVULPE, Cultura Costisa. In: Comori ale epocii
bronzului, Buc.;'1995, p.163; A. LAszLG, Ciomortan, in!
Enciclopedia -Arheologiei 'si istorici vechi a Romadnici,
vol. 1 1994,:p. 303;: B KOMAR, JARUS E. HORvATH C¥,
Culnup Jigodin, in: SC V. 24,1973, p. 474

9. V. Cavrug, Culevu consideraii pmmd ongmea culmm
Noua. In: Angustia, I, 1997, p. 67

0. Répértokite - arheologic: al 'judenddiei nghzta, Sf.
Ghearghe, 2000, p 173
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Abstract

New Research in the Prehistoric Settlement from Pauleni

The Pauleni settlement lies at about 1.5 km north-east of the Soimeni village (Csikcsomortdny), in the place called
"Virdomb" - "Dealul Cetdtii" (The Hill of the Fortress) by the villagers. The place where the settlement lies, always belonged to
Pauleni, but due to the fact that Soimeni - Csikcsomortdny (a locality part of the Pauleni commune) is situated closer, the late
Székely Zoltdn sometimes preferred to use, in the literature of the field, the latter denomination written in Romanian - Ciomortan,
instead of Csomortdn.

The settlement occupies a hill situated in a sheltered area, on a link saddle, between two hillocks placed in the valleys of
two rivulets, above the altitude of 770m on the maps. In the south, the settlement is limitted by the abrupt (cca. 35°) and deep
(approx. 100 m) slope of the valley of the Remetea rivulet, an affluent of the Olt River. North of the settlement, in its proximity is
the riverbed of a smaller rivulet, an affluent of the Remetea rivulet. From the west, the access to the settlement is possible only
through a narrow saddle of about 150m. The saddle is cut by three ditches and two walls. The settlement is surrounded by a wall
and a ditch.

On plane surface, the settlement has an oval shape. The maximum length of its precincts is of about 72 m (East - West)
and the width (North - South) of about 42 m. The maximum difference of level between the ridge of the wall and the exterior of the
settlement was recorded in its eastern part - about 7 meters. The northern part of the circular wall of the settlement evinces a strong
slide towards the interior. Except its eastern sector, the interior slope of the wall is so smooth that the passage from the precincts to
the wall is almost impossible to notice. From the outside, especially in the northem and southern parts, the slope of the wall is very
prominent (about 70-80°).

In the East - South-Eastern part, between the wall and the ditch of the settlement there is a terrace with an approximate-
ly triangular shape, about 7m wide, about 20 m large and about 1 m high.

Both in the precincts of the settlement, and on the wall and the saddle, there may be noticed traces of the trenches prac-
tised by Székely Zoltdn, along with numerous cavities resulting from diggings performed throughout the ages by various seekers of
antiquities.

The settlement was discovered in the inter-war period by Al. Ferenczi who included it in the repertoire of Dacian fortres-
ses from Transylvania. In 1956, 1960 and 1967, Székely Zoltdin performed some excavations here, practising five trenches and two
small surfaces. This rescarch stated that the settlement was inhabited in the Aeneolithic (the Ariusd - Cucuteni culture), in the peri-
od of transition from Aeneolithic to the Bronze Age (the Cotofeni culture) and in the Bronze Age (the Ciomortan and Wietenberg
cultures). As far as the fontifications are concerned, it was concluded that the wall was erected in the Bronze Age. The most notable
result of that rescarch was the discovery of cultural aspect unknown in Transylvania up to that time and introduced in the litera-
ture of the field as the Ciomonan culture (from Csikcsomortdny), dated in the beginning of the Middle Bronze Age.

Because the settlement had not been researched thoroughly and the materials had been published very selectively, many
aspects connected 1o this settlement remained unclear. Thus, the layers from the Aeneolithic and the period of transition from the
Aencolithic to the Bronze Age were hardly toughted. As far as the materials from the Bronze Age are concerned, the chronological
relation between the artifacts of the Ciomortan type and those of the Wietenberg type were not established with certainty: one does
not know if we are dealing with two distinct cultural levels or with a single one. It was admitted - without having been discovered
a conclusive stratigraphic context - that there exist two cultural levels, both from the Bronze Age and that the Wietenberg level is
subsequent to that of the Ciomortan type. Another problem was the precise physiognomy of the Ciomortan "culture", the ceramic
material being published selectively, more predominandy the pottery omamented with hatched.triangles or filled with pricks, con-
sidered for the moment as emblematic for the Ciomortan "culture". The published illustrations gave the impression of a strong simil-
itude with the Costisa culture from the opposed slope of the Eastern Carpathians, so that some researchers tend to consider the
Ciomortan "culture" as an aspect of the Costifa culture.

The problem of cultural-chronological attribution of the walls and the ditches remained unsolved. Although in the first sci-
entific record the site was mentioned as a Dacian fortress and the following unauthorised excavations performed here, brought into
light "Dacian" ceramic fragments and coins, Székely Zoltdn's excavations did not provide us with any Dacian archaeological mate-
rial. The later aspect was one of the major objectives of the archaeological site from 1999 and 2000.

In 1999 - 2000 a group of researchers led by Valeriu Cavruc and made up of Dan Buzea, Galina Cavruc, Gheorghe
Dimitroaia, Gheorghe Lazarovici, Adrian Sabin Luca, Mihai Rotea and Szekély Zsolt made new excavations in this settlement,
with the purpose of going deeply into the researches, and thus hel ping to solve the above mentioned problems.

The research was very successful. It was discovered that initially in that exact place, there was a natural hill, about 1.5m
high. The first cultural level detected during the excavations belongs to the Ariusd - Cucuteni culture. The evidences of this culture
(traces of different constructions, rich ceramic material, human and animal-like statuettes and tools), appear in all the trenches,
both in the precincts and under the wall surrounding the settlement. The most important discoveries regarding this period were
made under the wall. Here, on the northern side of the hill, a surface dwelling was discovered and uncovered to a extent. As far the
present stage of research can state, this dwelling had o trapezoidal shape with the bigger side towards the northern part of the set-
tlement and it was built from a massive wood and wattle structure bound together and covered with a lot of bumt clay. Thus it is
almost ohvious that this dwelling made purt of a number of other such dwellings pluced on the edyes of the hills. During the exca-
vations, it was noticed that big fragmernts of a massive "platform" (the wall), fallen hovizontally, were overlupping a layer of rnas-
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sive adobe and pots which could later be completed. To this dwelling belong some pots which could later be completed, many frag-
ments of statuettes of bumnt clay, copper needles and some grinders. The great majority of the ceramic material from the dwelling
can be placed in Cucuteni A2. There are more categories of pottery: the slipped, undecorated coarse, fine and semi-fine with flut-
ings, cut, fluting and painted decoration (monochromatic white or black, two-chromatic and three-chromatic painting) is repre-
sented.

The Ariusd-Cucuteni ty pe records discovered in the precincts of the settlement are not so rich. Traces of some surface com-
plexes were discovered here. One of them, better conserved, had a rectangular shape with its perimeter marked by rows of holes for
pillars and poles. Remains of the superstructure heavily disturbed by ulterior inhabitation, consisting of fragments of adobe with
wattle imprints, were found inside this complex. The pottery of the Cucuteni-Ariusd type discovered on the perimeter and around
the complex is not as rich as the one discovered under the wall: the painted pottery appears in more reduced proportions.
Consequently, we do not exclude the idea that the two complexes represent two phases of Ariusd inhabitation. Inside the dwelling,
deep complexes were also discovered, but they were preserved until the next excavation campaigns.

Some potsherds discovered in the layer of the culture belong to the Bodrogkeresztir culture. Thus, a sporadic inhabitation
from the Late Aeneolithic was also discovered.

The discoveries belonging to the Cofofeni culture are represented by the traces of a shelter, discovered right above the Ariusd
house from under the wall. From that shelter, arranged in a slightly deep place, there was preserved a hearth arranged from a pave-
ment of flat stones covered with a layer of burnt clay. In its southern edge the hearth was perforated by a pole probably used for sus-
pending up the food. Around the hearth, on a surface of about 10 m?, there was noticed an agglomeration of the Cotofeni culture
pottery and small fragments of adobe. Consistent ceramic material of Cofofeni structure was also discovered in the cultural layer,
in all the sections and cases practised. Roughly, this material can be placed in the first phase of the Cofofeni culture.

The next inhabitation belongs to the Ciomortan cultural group. As far as the present stage o f research can state, at least
the first fortification constructions of the settlement belong to this period. Initially, a structure of pillars poked into the ground was
built (it was possible to notice how the rows of pillars perforated the Ariusd and Cofofeni dwellings), and the cases made up of pil-
lars were filled with earth. At present, the maximum height of all walls is of abut 3 m from its foundation.

In one of the researched parts from the interior half of the wall, it was noticed that while it was being erected, an area,
about 1.2 m wide, perpendicularly placed on the line of the wall, was left unoccupied. The walls formed this way were braced by
two parallel rows of pillars poked into the ground, thus forming an access passage towards the middle of the wall or, maybe, tor-
wards the exterior of the settlement. The part of this passage detected in the longitudinal profile of the wall was strongly burnt. I sup-
pose that here was situated a building which rose above the summit of the wall, maybe one of the towers which was burnt ,possi-
ble during the siege of the settlement. Many ceramic fragments of the Ciomortan type, most of them coming from the intensely burnt
area, were discovered in the filling of the passage.

Another complex belonging to the Ciomortan cultural aspect, was discovered at the end of the passage. This was slightly
deep in the filling of the wall, had an irregular, long shape and was perpendicularly placed on the passage. Many fragments of ani-
mal bones, two fragments of human bones (a fragment of mandible and another of the brain pan) and also numerous ceramic
fragments of the Ciomortan type come from the filling of this complex. Some holes of pillars found next to these also belong to this
complex. Both this complex and a part of the passage were overlapped by a dwelling of the Wietenberg culture.

The ceramic material of the Ciomortan ty pediscovered in the complexes and in the cultural layer includes three categories:
the coarse species, sometimes decorated with mouldings in relief arranged under the rim or/and on the outside of the rim; the coarse
pottery with the exterior and sometimes also the interior processed with a small broom (Besenschtich); the fine, semi-fine o ften
omamented with cut triangles, usually arranged in horizontal registers; but sometimes also vertical registers, hatched or filled with
pricks. On some fragments one can notice the decoration made using the technique of successive pricks. The great majority of the
pottery of the Ciomortan type belongs to the second category.

As far as the "physiognomy" of the Ciomortan type pottery is definite, we sustain that the so-called "Ciomortan culture" in
fact makes part of the Costisa culture. Its very easy specific colourature may be explained by the contribution to its formation in
Transylvania of the Zoltan EBA group, characterised by the Besensctrich und Textilmuster pottery.

The discoveries belonging to the Wietenberg culture are represented by at least five complexes and also by a rich ceramic
material and isolated pieces coming from both the complexes and the cultural layer.

The first Wietenberg culture complex was discovered in 1999 on the precincts of the settlement, near the wall and consis-
ted of a deposit of the pots of semi-fine category. A small wheel from a votive wagon was inside one of the pots. In the campaign
from 2000, two surface dwellings and a ritual pit were discovered. Both dwellings were situated on the inside slope of the wall of
the settlement. One of the dwellings was completely researched. It definitely overlapped the above mentioned Ciomortan type com-
plexes. For the levelling of the area were the dwelling was placed, in the side from the summit of the wall, a step of about 20-30 cm
was dug. Then, pillars and poles were poked on a rectangular perimeter (about 5 x 2 m), in the surface, which had become almost
horizontal. As far as the imprints from the numerous fragments of rough cast of burnt clay discovered on the perimeter of the
dwelling allow, one can state that the pitlars and the pokes were tilled by thinner poles and wattle. The holes o f the wooden frame-
work were filled with clay pastc mixed with sand and the surfaces of the walls were very well ssmoothed. On the longitudinal axis of
the dwelling, under the ruins of the waulls, three open circular heaths were amranged. A rich ccramic material was discovered among
the numerows fragments of adobe, and under them - many more complete pots or pots which could he later completed, grinders

and other pieces.
The skeleton of a 5-6 months old child was discovered on the boitom of the hole about 1,8 m nurih of the dwelling. The
skeleton was in a crouched position on the lefi side with the head towards north-east. Portery of the Wictenberg (vpe was found in
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the filling of the hole.

The second dwelling, similar to the first, is in its immediate proximity, on the interior slope of the wall. Only the western
corner was uncovered, the rest of the complex being situated under the surface which has not been researched.

The pottery of the Wietenberg culture discovered in the settlement o f the Pauleni is represented by three categories: coarse,
semi-fine and fine. The coarse pottery presents more shapes, dimensions and types. The fragments or complete sack-shaped pots,
decorated mostly on the exterior of the rim and/or under the rim, with one to three girdles in relief and, very seldom, with small
brooms on the outside and/or inside are predominant. The semi-fine pottery presents strongly shaped forms, having a bulky body,
narrow bottom, high neck and flaring rim. The pots from this category are sometimes decorated on the shoulder with oblong flutes
or, more seldom, with recumbent "S"-es and cut bands filled with points made by pricks, and on the large rims - with hatched tri-
angles. The fine pottery presents various shapes: the cups and mugs with an S-shaped profile, with one or two very high handles
pulled down from the rim are predominant. Some fragments of the lobate pots belong to this category. The fine pottery is decora-
ted with oblong flutes and various cut motifs and, mode seldom, with pricks.

The pottery from the Wietenberg culture presents characteristic specific to the end of the first phase of the beginning of the
second phase of this culture.

Other two constructions belong to the Bronze Age. One had an oval shape - 3x4 m. Its traces were made up of a hole from
a central pillar (probably for sustaining the conical roof) and more holes placed circularly around the central hole. Pottery of the
Wietenberg and Ciomortan type was discovered on the perimeter of the construction. Another construction represents a concen-
tration of ceramic fragments of the Ciomortan and Wietenberg type on a surface of about 2x2,5 m, circumscribed to a rectangle
formed by more holes of pillar.

The information regarding the presence in the settlement of the pottery of the Monteory type, has not been confirmed yet.
This information was not confirmed by the illustrations from the publications regarding the Ciomortan culture, either.

Isolated ceramic fragments o f Dacian type were found in the cultural layer, without discovering any level of inhabitation
from this period. Older; confirmed information, would suggest that a broken iron sword and Roman coins, which have no specifi-
cations, belong to the Dacian inhabitation. Probably, the Dacian used this fortified settlement to control one of the access routes
from Moldavia in the Ciuc Depression.

The next research remains to prove whether the Dacian rearranged or not the fortifications from the Bronze Age.

Lista planselor/List of Plates

Pl. I. Pozitia geografica a asezarii Pauleni.

The geographical position of the Pauleni settlement.
Pl. II. Asezarea Pauleni. Vederea generala.

The Pauleni settlement. General view.

1 - vederea din est; view from the east; 2 - vederea din vest; view from the west; 3 - vederea din nord; view from the
north; 4 - vederea din nord-est; view from the north-east.
PL. III. Asezarea Pauleni. Planul general al sapaturilor din a.1999-2000.

The Pauleni settlement. The general plan of the trenches excavated in 1999 - 2000.

Valeriu Cavruc

Cercetator Dr., Muzeul Carpatilor Rasariteni
Sf. Gheorghe, Piata Libertatii, nr. 4

Tel: 067/314139

e-mail: mcr@planet.ro
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PL I
Pozitia geograficd a asczarii Pauleni.

The geographical position of the Pauleni setllement
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