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A Late Bronze Age Axe from Zagon/Zagon
(Covasna County, Romania)

Toporul din epoca bronzului tarziu de la Zagon/Zdgon
(Covasna, Romania)
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REZUMAT

Articolul prezinta un topor cu disc si spin de tip B3, varianta Dobrocina, descoperit probabil la inceputul
secolului 20 in comuna Zagon, judetul Covasna. Piesa a ajuns, ca parte a colectiei Léfkovics, in Muzeul Déri
din Debrecen, Ungaria. Prima mentiune a obiectului a fost facuta in 1915, preluata de cercetatorii maghiari,
insa neglijata de cei romani (obiectul nu apare nici in monografia lui A. Vulpe sau M. Petrescu-Dimbovita).
Pana in prezent nu a fost publicata nici o imagine a piesei. Obiectul apartine epocii bronzului tarziu, peri-
oadei Reinecke Br. D.

La finalul articolului este un apendice in care sunt prezentate cele mai importante descoperiri de acest
tip de topor, un mare numar de descoperiri izolate insa lipsind. Parerea noastra este ca aceasta lipsa nu
influenteaza semnificativ, de exemplu, cunostintele noastre despre aria de raspandire a tipului, care este,
in mare parte, aria de raspandire a culturilor Suciu de Sus si Lapus.

Zagon (Hu: Zagon) is located in the “Mete Mountain”.* The composition of the

southern corner of the Targu Secuiesc De- hoards differs from one author to the oth-
pression (Hu: Fels6éharomszék Depression), er. More bronze discoveries are mentioned
at the foot of the Eastern Carpathians. The in the collection of the Déri Museum from
first written mention of the village is from Debrecen® and two other axes, never

1567.% In the archaeological literature the mentioned in the literature, appear in the
settlement is known for two major bronze journal of F. Laszl6 from 1914. Other ar-
hoards, discovered in 1877 at the place chaeological discoveries, belonging to dif-
called “Cseremds™, respectively in 1888 at ferent periods are mentioned in M. Roska’s

archaeological repertory of Transylvania,®

' Arheolog independent, Targu Secuiesc, joska1987

@yahoo.com. -

2 Szab6 M. 2003, 1151. 4 SzZNME 1890, 47; Petrescu-Dimbovita, 1977, 138-139.
3 Gooss 1878, 98-99; SZNME 1890, 47; Petrescu-Dim- 5> Zoltai 1915, 124.

bovita, 1977, 138. 6 Roska 1942,309-310.
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and later in the Archaeological Repertory
of Covasna County.”

The aim of the present paper is to dis-
cuss the Late Bronze Age Axe from the
collection of the Déri Museum from De-
brecen, Hungary. It is an axe with disc and
spike (Nackenscheibenaxt), a rare object
in this part of Transylvania. The axe was
acquired in 1904, as part of the Lofkov-
ics collection.? The collection included
another disc-butted axe from Zagon, be-
longing to the Middle Bronze Age (Type
B,, Ighiel variant, after A. Vulpe), present-
ed in a different paper.®’ The finding cir-
cumstances are unknown, very likely the
two objects were found separately. The
first mention of the objects was made by
L. Zoltai, being cited by the forthcoming
authors. The first image of the axes was
published by A. Mozsolics, omitting the
axe with disc and spike.” In the monog-
raphy of the same author dedicated to
the LBA axes (Forré and Opalyi horizons)
the axe is not mentioned in the text, only
possibly figured on a map." The object is
not mentioned by A.Vulpe, nor M. Petres-
cu-Dimbovita.™

At the end of the paper there is a list
with the Type B, axes, which doesn't in-
clude all of the known objects. Mostly the
stray finds are missing,” but in my opin-
ion this does not influence, for example,
our knowledge on the distribution area of
these type of axes.

7 Rep-Covasna 1998, 159, nr. 647-652.

8 Mozsolics 1967, 177. Mozsolics is presenting the
Typ B1 axe and another shaft-hole axe with the lo-
cation Zagon (Mozsolics 1967, 177-178, Taf. 44/4-5).
A. Vulpe take over the information, and includes the
shaft-hole axe in the Monteoru type (Vulpe 1970, 46,
nr. 183). Based on the registry of the Déri Museum
this object was discovered at Astileu/Eskill6, Bihor
County.

9 Puskés 2017, forthcoming.

% Mozsolics 1967, 177-178, Taf. 44/4-5.

Mozsolics 1973, 19, Abb. 2.

Vulpe 1970; Petrescu-Dimbovita, 1977, 138-139.
3 Forexample in our list there is 24 stray finds, since
Kacsé mentions 66 stray finds belonging to the Type
B3 (Kacso 2015a, 549).
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Description of the axe

Axe with disc and spike, Vulpe's “Typ
B3”, Dobrocina variant, “Typus D, Variante
b” after Mozsolics. It has a relatively high
spike, the disc placed asymmetric cor-
related to the long axis of the object. The
section of the bar between the disc and
the shaft-hole is rectangular, the shaft-
holes are short, thickend at the endings.
The cross section of the blade is hexago-
nal, slightly curved “inwards” correlated to
the axis of the object (Plate 3/1a-b, 2a-b).
The casting fins were removed. The cut-
ting edge is chipped, small fragments are
missing. On the sides of the blade par-
ticularly deep, oblique marks are visible,
probably result of the finishing process
(Plate 3/3a-b). Since the marks are cov-
ered with patina very likely they belong
to the Bronze Age."* Dimensions: length:
21 cm; length of the cutting edge: 3,3 cm;
length of the shaft-hole: 4,8 cm; diam-
eter of the shaft-hole: 2,2 cm; diameter
of the disc: 5 cm, weight: 436 g. Inv. nr.:
1IV.1904.39-1.

Chronology and distribution

The axes with disc and spike (Nacken-
scheibenaxt) were recently debated by C.
Kacsé,™ A. LaszIé'¢ and |. Bejinariu.' Most
of the axes belonging to Type B, were in-
cluded in the Late Bronze Age Reinecke Br
D period,'® for a possible beginning from
the earlier C period. A few objects are
known from Cincu-Suseni type hoards,
belonging to the Ha A period.” C. Kacso
included the similar objects in the Uriu-
Opalyi type hoards.®® The deposits with

* The patina was already on the object when ente-

red the collection of the Déri Museum.

15 Kacsé 2015a, 546-550.

Laszl6 2013, 251-264.

Bejinariu-Sana 2016, 171-182.

Vulpe 1970, 88-89; Kacs6 2009b, 68; Laszl6 2013,
253; Kacsd 2015b, 255.

¥ Vulpe 1970, 89; Kacs6 2015a, 548.

Kacsod 1990, 245-247; Kacsd 1995, 6-7; Kacsd 2015a,
548; Kacso 2015b, 255.
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“clear” Type B, axes are considered older
than the mixed ones (Type B, and B,).”
The oldest objects of the Type B, axes are
considered the objects belonging to the
Lapus variant,? followed by the Cehalut
and Dobrocina variants.?

The main distribution area of the axes
with disc and spike of Type B, is the north-
western part of Romania, the Ukrainian
part of the Maramures and the northeast-
ern part of Hungary, which corresponds
to the upper Tisza Region and the valley
of the two Somes rivers, just to mention
the most important ones (Plate 1-2). The
area was an important metallurgical cen-
ter starting from the Middle Bronze Age,
with a flourishing bronze production in
the Late Bronze Age.?* The main discovery
area of the above mentioned axes also
corresponds with the distribution area
of the Suciu de Sus and Lapus cultures.”
The Suciu de Sus contact with the neigh-
bouring communities was documented
mostly by the “imported/exported” ce-
ramic vessels,? but the distribution of the
Type B, axes also prove these contacts,
even with the communities east of the
Carpathians (see Plate 1-2).

Conclusions

The axe from Zagon is a stray find or
was a single-piece hoard. The lack of infor-
mations regarding the precise finding cir-
cumstances doesn’t support any of these
suppositions. In the Reinecke Br D period
the southeastern part of Transylvania was

21 Kacs6 2009b, 66.

2 Bejinariu-Sana 2016, 175.

3 Kacs6 2015b, 255.

2% Kemenczei 2003, 168-169; Fischl et alii 2013, 363.
% Bejnariu 2007, 48.

%6 Kacsd 2007b, 43-62.

under the influence of the Noua culture
and very likely the discovery of the axe
can be linked somehow to this culture. In
my opinion the object can be explained as
import or prestige good from the north-
western part of Transylvania, where the
main distribution area of similar axes is.
The most plausible communication
route between the upper Tisza region
and the Targu Secuiesc Depression is
along the western side of the Eastern
Carpathians, a region rich in salt springs
and rock salt. This mineral was essential
for animal husbandry. A similar route was
already practiced in the Middle Bronze
Age,” and probably before as well. After
the appereance of the Noua populations
in Transylvania the contacts between the
two regions remained, connecting the
outer regions of the Carpathians with the
Great Hungarian Plain. Since transhumant
pastorialism was very likely practiced by
the Noua populations,® a northwestern
route leading from the Targu Secuiesc
Depression to the upper Tisza region,
along salt rich areas, must be considered.
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Appendix 1 - List of Type B, axes
Table made after Vulpe 1970, 79-90; Kacs6 1977, 27-36; Kacsé 1990, 79-98;
Kacs6 2003, 267-300; Kacsé 2007a; Kacsd 2009a, 9-30; Kacsé 2009b, 70-78;

Laszl6 2013, 251-264; Kacso 2015a, 543-558; Kacsé 2015b, 256-269;

Bejinariu-Sana 2016, 171-182 (D - Deposits; S — Stray finds; G — Grave goods).

Place of Type B, -
i = . < - - Bibliography
discovery Lapus | Dobrocina | Cehalut | Breb | Targusor | Kriva
1-Bered 0° A x@ Kacsé 2009b, 70.
% Cseg_o,;d O x M X(2) X(@7) | X | x(@ Kacsé 2009b, 76.
3. Dumbravioara
(RO)-S X(1) Vulpe 1970, 80.
4. Fanta-nele- Kacsé 2009b, 71;
F'Rus (RO)-D X(2-37) Bejinariu-Sana
2016,171.
> Klymjvs AT x @ Kacsé 2009b, 72.
> Lariué ®O 1 x@ Vulpe 1970, 80.
7. Uriu de Sus
(RO) =S X (1) Vulpe 1970, 80.
8. Caianu Mic .
(RO)-S X(1) Kacs6 2007a, 44.
9. Dobrocina Il i
(RO) - D X (1) X (1) Kacso 2009b, 71.
10. Dragomiresti .
(RO)-D X(1) Kacs6 2015b, 258.
11.Ha|_r'nDeu (RO X (1) X(1) Kacs6 2009b, 71.
12. Kvasovol ll
? .
(UA) - D X2 (1) X (16) Kacsé 2009b, 72.
> L'b_°2” "o X (1) Kacs6 1990, 81.
14. Lozna Mare
(RO) - D X(1) Vulpe 1970, 81.
15. Maramures
(RO)-5S X (1) Vulpe 1970, 81.
16. Oarta de Sus .
(RO) =S X Kacs6 2015a, 544.
17. Rebrisoara | .
(RO)-D X(5) X(1) Kacs6 2009b, 78.
18. Rozavlea ,
(UA) - D X(1) X (1) Kacs6 2015b, 261.
19. Sdlistea de .
Sus (RO) - S X(1) Kacs6 2015b, 268.
156

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro




A Late Bronze Age Axe from Zagon/Zdgon (Covasna County, Romania)

Place of

Type B,

. N 3 N - : Bibliography
discovery Lapus | Dobrocina | Cehalut | Breb | Targusor | Kriva

20- S'E‘E)' (RO) X (1) Kacs6 2015b, 265.

21. Solotvino | .

(UA)-D X X Kacso 2009b, 78.
22.Spalnaca
(RO)-S X (1) Vulpe 1970, 81.
23.Suciu de Jos ,
Il (RO) - D X(2) X (1) Kacso 2009b, 75.
24.Targusor .
(RO)-D X(2) X(2) Kacso 2009b, 78.

2> U"fa[';a (RO) X (1) X (1) Vulpe 1970, 86.
26. Ungureni ll Kacsd 2003, 270-

(RO)-D X3 X@) 271.
27.Uriu (RO) - D X (4) X (1) facso 2009,

28.Vima Mare .

(RO)-D X (1) Kacso 2009b, 75.

29. Zagon (RO)

Zs X (1)

30 Ajak (L) X X Kacs6 2009b, 76.
31. Be'_t'gg (RO) X (1) Vulpe 1970, 83.
32 Budesti (RO) X (2) Kacsé 2009b, 70.
33. Campulung X(2) Kacso 2009b,
laTisall (RO) -D 70-71.

34, Caseiu (RO) X (1) Vulpe 1970, 83-

-S 84.
3 Ca”_aé'" (RO) X(2) Vulpe 1970, 84.

36. Cehalut I .

(RO) - D X (3) Kacso 2009b, 70.
37. Cluj-Napoca
(RO)-S X (1) Vulpe 1970, 85.
38. Coldau ll .
(RO)-D X(2) Kacso 2009b, 71.

39 Drfgsu (RO) X (1) Vulpe 1970, 84.
40. Glod (RO)-D X(2) Vulpe 1970, 85.

A1 leud (RO X (@) Kacs 2009, 71.
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Place of

Type B,

. . : - " - Bibliography
discovery Lapus | Dobrocina | Cehdlut | Breb | Targusor | Kriva
42.llba (RO)-S X (1) Vulpe 1970, 85.
43 Jbod (RO) X (1) Kacsé 2009b, 76.
44. Bihor
County (RO) - S X (1) Vulpe 1970, 83.
45 Cauas VIRO) x@ | xa Kacsé 2009b, 70.
46. Hajdu- .
hadhdz (HU) - D X (3) X (1) Kacsd 2009b, 76.
47 Ka'_ygy (LA X(2) Kacs6 2009b, 72.
48 Karcsa (L) X (2) Kacsé 2009b, 72.
49. Kispalad | .
(HU) - D X(3) Kacso 2009b, 72.
50. Kispalad Il Kacsé 2009b,
(HU) - D X©) X@) 76-77.
51. Koroviya X (3) Laszl6 2013, 262,
(UA)-D? Taf. 1/6-7, 11.
o2 Kva(UA) X (4) X(3) | X(® | Kacsé2009b,77.
>3- L'V_aga (RO) X1 | xm Kacsé 2009b, 73.
54. Mali Hejevci .
(UA) - D X (1) Kacso 2009b, 77.
55. Maramures
(RO)-S X (1) Vulpe 1970, 84.
56. Moigrad
(RO)—S X (1) Vulpe 1970, 84.
57.Oarta de Sus
(RO)-S X (1) Vulpe 1970, 84.
58. Odesti (RO) X (1) Kacso 2015a, 544-
-S 545.
59. Olednik IV .
(UA) - D X (1) Kacso 2009b, 77.
0. Prilog (RO) X (4) Kacsé 2009b, 77.
61. Raducaneni X (1) Laszlé 2013, 251-
(RO)-S 253.
62 Rofj';a (RO) X (1) Vulpe 1970, 84.
63. Sarasau Il1#° .
(RO)-D X(11) X (1) Kacso 2009b, 61.

2% Sarasau Il at Vulpe (compare Vulpe 1970, 85 with Kacs6 2009b, 60-62).
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Place of Type B, _—
. - : - - - Bibliography
discovery Lapus | Dobrocina | Cehalut | Breb | Targusor | Kriva
64. Satu Mare—- .
Comitat II* (RO) X (9) Kacs‘;ﬁoogb’
-D :
65. Sarbi lll (RO) Kacsé 2009b,
D X (10) X (1) 74,
66. Sighetu Mar- X (3) Kacso 2009b,
matiei IV (RO) - D 78.
67.Stana (RO)-D X (3) Vulpe 1970, 85.
68. Surduc (RO) Kacso 2009b,
-D X@ 75.
69.Targu Lapus lI X (1) Kacso 20073,
(RO)-D 44,

70. Turulung (RO) X (2) Kacsé 2009b,
-D 75.
71-Vorutiu (RO) X (1) Vulpe 1970, 84.

72.Valea lui
Mihai (RO) - S X (1) Vulpe 1970, 85.
73.Valea Pomilor
(RO)—S X (1) Vulpe 1970, 84.
74 Baterdl (ROJ X (1) Vulpe 1970, 86.
75.Breb (RO) -D X (1) Vulpe 1970, 86.
76.Dej ? (RO) - S X (1) Vulpe 1970, 86.
77.Rebrisoara Il
(RO)-D X (1) Vulpe 1970, 86.
78. Satu Mare-
Comitat II*" (RO) X (1) Vulpe 1970, 86.
-D
79.Badalovo I X (1) Kacsé 2009b,
(UA)-D 70.

80. Chf'[r)'d (RO) X (1) Vulpe 1970, 88.
81. Domadnesti | Vulpe 1970,
(RO)-D x(19) 87-88.

82. Domanesti ll
(RO)-D X (3) Vulpe 1970, 87.
83. Firiza (RO) - S X (1) e e
84. Magosliget X (2) Kacsé 2009b,
(HU)-D 73.

30 Comitat | at Vulpe (compare Vulpe 1970, 84 with Kacsé 2009b, 74).
3 Not the same as at Kacsé 2009b, 74.
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Place of Type B, -
. Z : - - - Bibliography
discovery Lapus | Dobrocina | Cehalut | Breb | Targusor | Kriva
85. Nadis (RO) X7 (32) Roska 1942, 273;
-D R Vulpe 1970, 88.
86. Odorheiu
Secuiesc?*? (RO) X (1) Vulpe 1970, 88.
-S
87. Perisor Il (RO) X(2) Kacso 2009b,
-D? 73-74.
88. Sighetu Mar- X (1) Kacso 2015b,
matiei V (RO) - D 262.

32 The axe can be found in the collection of the Hadz Rezs6 Museum from Odorheiu Secuiesc. In the registry
appears as an object with unknown finding place.
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Plate 1.

Distribution area of the Type B3 axes. The square represents the object from Zagon/Zagon.
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Cd

g
g
NIERHS
-] g
) ?‘E'Egagfg
i = =
M- EiIiEE
RN
nn
= 5%5%55%8"
EEEEEE:
111331
T
g & & # 4 & I
Plate 2.
Distribution area of the Type B3 axes. Numeration after Appendix 1.
163

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro




https://biblioteca-digitala.ro
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Plate 3.
The axe from Zagon/Zagon (1a-b, 2a-b) and surface details (3a-b).
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