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ABSTRACT. This paper presents faunistical, ethological and fenological aspects of insects and 

vertebrates from Tinca area (Bihor County, Romania) during April 1 - November 30, 2016.  
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REZUMAT. Date faunistice din zona Tinca (judeţul Bihor, România) în perioada aprilie -

noiembrie 2016. Această lucrare prezintă aspecte faunistice, etologice şi fenologice ale insectelor şi 

vertebratelor din zona Tinca (judeţul Bihor, România) în perioada 1 aprilie - 30 noiembrie, 2016.  
 

Cuvinte cheie: aspecte faunistice, fenologice, zona Tinca. 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

Situated in the north-western part of Romania, having a temperate-

continental climate, a rich and multiple vegetation, a vast drainage, Tinca area 

offers most favourable conditions for the existence of a multiple fauna. 

Notes about the fauna of the insects and vertebrates from Tinca area were 

published by author in some books or scientific papers (Ilie, 2013-2016; Ilie & 

Marinescu, 2014). 

 

MATERIALS AND METHODS 

 

The observations were performed between April 1 and November 30, 

2016, with binocular 8x25, completed with direct observations, effectuated during 

all the moments of the day: diurnal, crepuscular and nocturnal. 

For the capture of insects were used the entomological net. 

Were used different guides for the determination of species (Bruun et al., 

1999; Cîrdei & Bulimar, 1965; Valenciuc, 2002). 
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 RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS 

 

In the analyzed period were identified the following species: 

 

Class Insecta  
 

Order Odonata  

- Aeshna juncea (Linnaeus, 1758): 

- One female specimen, September 3, Tinca. Species mentioned for the 

first time in area. 

- Anax imperator Leach, 1815: 

- One female specimen, September 4, Râpa; 

- One female specimen, October 9, Tinca forest, t = 13 °C. Literature 

(Cîrdei & Bulimar, 1965) indicates the activity of this species till in 

September. 

- Anax parthenope Sélys, 1839: 

- One male specimen, mentioned for the first time in area, September 1, 

Tinca. 

- Heminax ephippiger Burmeister, 1839: 

- Two male specimens, September 9, Tinca forest.  

Migratory species, very rare at national level, mentioned for the first time 

in area. Now, the fauna of dragonflies from Tinca area includes 37 species. 

- Sympetrum striolatum (Charpentier, 1840): 

- One female specimen, September 3, Tinca.  

Relatively common species in area. 

 

Order Orthoptera  

- Mantis religiosa (Linnaeus, 1758): 

- One male specimen (brown form), September 18, Tinca; 

- One female specimen (green form), October 24, Tinca, t = 18 °C; 

- One female specimen (green form), October 30, Tinca, t = 7 °C.  

Common species in area. 

 

Order Coleoptera  

- Badister unipustulatus Bonelli, 1813: 

- One male specimen, October 23, Tinca.  

Species mentioned for the first time in area. 

 

Order Lepidoptera  

- Aglais io (Linnaeus, 1758): 

- One specimen, October 31, Tinca, t = 10 °C; 

- One specimen, November 1, Tinca, t = 10 °C.  

Common species in area observed sometimes till in December, at 2-3 °C 

temperature (Ilie, 2013). 
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Order Diptera  

- Calliphora vomitoria (Linnaeus, 1758): 

- Three specimens, Novembrer 13, Tinca, t = 2 °C, snow. It is surprisingly 

that this species resists at this temperature.  

Very common species in area. 

 

Class Pisces  
 

- Esox lucius Linnaeus, 1758: 

- One specimen who chase a juvenile water snake, Natrix tessellata 

(Laurenti, 1768), Tinca, Crişul Negru River, September 11.  

 

Class Reptilia  
 

- Lissotriton vulgaris (Linnaeus, 1758) syn. Triturus vulgaris Linnaeus, 1758: 

- One male specimen, September 11, Tinca. 

- Salamandra salamandra Linnaeus, 1758: 

- One specimen, September 5, Tinca. 

- Podarcis muralis muralis (Laurenti, 1768) syn. Lacerta muralis muralis       

Laurenti, 1768: 

- One male specimen, September 14, Tinca, L = 13 cm. 

- Natrix tessellata (Laurenti, 1768): 

- Two specimens, Tinca, Crişul Negru River, September 10-12. 

 

Class Aves  
 

- Tachybaptus ruficollis Pallas, 1773: 

- Five specimens, November 3, Tinca, Crişul Negru River.  

Summer visitor, rare winter visitor. 

- Pelecanus onocrotalus Linnaeus, 1758: 

- Two specimens, September 20, Tinca, Crişul Negru River; 

- Three specimens, September 11, Tinca, Crişul Negru River.  

Rare summer visitor in the area. 

- Phalacrocorax carbo sinensis Show et Nod, 1798: 

- Five specimens, October 25, Tinca; 

- One specimen, October 30, Tinca, Crişul Negru River.  

Summer visitor, passage species or rare winter visitor in area. 

- Egretta garzetta Linnaeus, 1758: 

- Two specimens, October 25, Tinca, Crişul Negru River. 

- Egretta alba Linnaeus, 1758: 

- Two specimens, August 10, Tinca, Crişul Negru River; 

- Three specimens, November 13, Tinca, Crişul Negru River.  

Summer visitor or rare winter visitor in the area. 
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 - Ardea cinerea Linnaeus, 1758: 

- One specimen, October 30, Tinca, Crişul Negru River.  

Summer visitor, rare winter visitor. 

- Anser anser Linnaeus, 1758: 

- One flight with 8 specimens, September 11, Tinca; 

- One flight with 9 specimens, October 18, Tinca; 

- One flight with 120 specimens, October 25, Tinca; 

- One flight, with 230 specimens, October 29, Tinca.  

- Anser erythropus Linnaeus, 1758: 

- One flight with 18 specimens, November 2, Tinca.  

Passage species in area. 

- Anas platyrhynchos Linnaeus, 1758: 

- One female specimen with five ducklings, September 22, Tinca, Crişul 

Negru River; 

- One flight with 120 specimens, Tinca, Crişul Negru River.  

Sedentary species. 

- Anas acuta Linnaeus, 1758: 

- One female specimen with two ducklings, September 3, Râpa, Crişul 

Negru River. It seems that this species becomes breeding in area but it is 

rarer. Also, the literature (Ciochia, 1992) mentions only yearly clutch at 

national level, this clutch being the second! 

- Two specimens, October 22, Tinca, Crişul Negru River.  

Rare summer visitor, passage or winter visitor in area. 

- Anas crecca Linnaeus, 1758: 

- Four specimens, October 26, Tinca, Crişul Negru River.  

Passage species, winter visitor, more rare summer visitor. 

- Netta rufina Pallas, 1773: 

- One male specimen, August 16, Tinca, Crişul Negru River.  

Summer visitor, rare winter visitor. 

- Aythya fuligula Linnaeus, 1758: 

- Three female specimens, Tinca, Crişul Negru River, November 13. 

Winter visitor. 

- Aquila clanga Pallas, 1773: 

- One juvenile specimen, September 27, Tinca. 

It is a surprising presence of this species in September because at national 

level was observed at the end of November and in winter. Also, the 

presence of the juvenile indicates the hypothesis of brooding in Romania, 

maybe even in area! 

- Buteo buteo Linnaeus, 1758: 

- One female specimen having a black plumage on the dorsal part and on 

the abdomen with white spots, October 12, Tinca. Generally, this species 

has a brown colour, with white spots on abdomen. This observation 

corroborates the observation of Ilie (Ilie, 2016) who observed an entirely 

black specimen; 
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- One male specimen, November 12, Tinca.  

Partial migratory species. 

- Buteo lagopus Pontoppidan, 1763: 

- Five specimens, November 2, Tinca.  

Winter visitor in area. 

- Buteo rufinus Cretzschmar, 1826: 

- One specimen, October 15, Tinca.  

Summer visitor or passage species. 

- Accipiter nisus Linnaeus, 1758: 

- One male specimen, October 19, Tinca; 

- One female specimen, October 30, Tinca.  

Sedentary species, winter visitor. 

- Falco peregrinus Linnaeus, 1758: 

- One specimen, Tinca, November 16.  

Sedentary or winter visitor. 

- Falco subbuteo Linnaeus, 1758: 

- One specimen, August 14, Tinca forest.  

Summer visitor. 

- Falco vespertinus Linnaeus, 1758: 

- Three male specimens, August 20, Tinca.  

Summer visitor. 

- Perdix perdix Linnaeus, 1758: 

- One female specimen with four nestlings, November 2, Tinca. This is the 

third yearly generation, literature (Ciochia, 1992) indicates only one 

generation at national level.  

Sedentary species. 

- Phasianus colchicus Linnaeus, 1758: 

- Much specimens in area.  

Sedentary species. 

- Grus grus Linnaeus, 1758: 

- One flight with 46 specimens, November 6, Tinca.  

Passage species. 

- Gallinula chloropus Linnaeus, 1758: 

- Two specimens, November 3, Tinca, Crişul Negru River. 

Summer visitor, rare winter visitor in area. 

- Haematopus ostralegus Linnaeus, 1758: 

- Two specimens, September 21, Tinca, Crişul Negru River.  

Summer visitor. 

- Vanellus vanellus Linnaeus, 1758: 

- Two specimens, November 6, Tinca.  

Summer visitor or passage species in area. 

- Scolopax rusticola Linnaeus, 1758: 

- One specimen, October 31, Tinca, near Crişul Negru River.  

- One specimen, Tinca forest, November 15.  
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 Passage species in area. 

- Lymnocryptes minimus Brunnich, 1764: 

- One specimen, October 10, Tinca.  

Passage species, mentioned for the first time in area. 

- Recurvirostra avosetta Linnaeus, 1758: 

- One specimen, July 20, Tinca, Crişul Negru River.  

Summer visitor, rarer in area. 

- Chlidonias niger Linnaeus, 1758: 

- One specimen, April 3, Tinca, Crişul Negru River.  

Summer visitor. 

- Cuculus canorus Linnaeus, 1758: 

- One specimen, September 13, Tinca (last observation of this year).  

Summer visitor. 

- Otus scops Linnaeus, 1758: 

- One specimen, August 1, Tinca forest. 

- Athene noctua Scopoli, 1769: 

- One pellet who contained fragments of a cranium, bones, hairs of 

Apodemus agrarius Pallas, 1778: November 6, Tinca. Other pellet was 

discovered on a jamb of a window from my personal house, September 12, 

Tinca. This pellet contained fragments and bones of Mus musculus 

Linnaeus, 1758.  

Sedentary species. 

- Bubo bubo Linnaeus, 1758: 

- One specimen, October 15, Tinca forest; 

- One specimen partial white, October 10, Tinca.  

Sedentary species, rarer in area. 

- Strix uralensis Pallas, 1773: 

- One specimen, October 26, Tinca.  

Sedentary species or winter visitor in area. 

- Strix aluco Linnaeus, 1758: 

- Four specimens (rusty form), October 23, Tinca forest.  

Sedentary species. 

- Asio otus Linnaeus, 1758: 

- One specimen observed in a nut tree, September 18-20, Tinca; 

- One winter colony having 1-16 specimens, October 27 - November 30, Tinca.  

Sedentary species. 

- Asio flammeus Pontoppidan, 1763: 

- Two adults specimens and two juveniles, in a wheat field, September 17, 

Tinca. This is the first mention like breeding species in area; in this case it 

is the second clutch. Literature (Ciochia, 1992) mentioned the probability 

of a second clutch at national level, reality demonstrated in present.  

Winter visitor at national level, but, sometimes, even summer visitor rarely, 

breeding species. 
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- Alcedo atthis Linnaeus, 1758: 

- One specimen, October 30, Tinca, Crişul Negru River. 

- One specimen, November 3, Tinca, Crişul Negru River.  

Partial migratory species. 

- Merops apiaster Linnaeus, 1758: 

- One specimen, October 17, Tinca. Summer visitor or passage species in area. 

- Coracias garrulus Linnaeus, 1758: 

- One juvenile, September 2, Tinca forest. This is the second yearly 

generation. Literature (Ciochia, 1992) indicates one generation at national 

level.  

Summer visitor. 

- Upupa epops Linnaeus, 1758: 

- One specimen, September 3, Tinca forest. Summer visitor. 

- Dendrocopos medius Linnaeus, 1758: 

- Three specimens, October 10, Tinca forest.   

Sedentary species. 

- Dryocopus martius Linnaeus, 1758: 

- One specimen flying, September 21, Tinca.  

Sedentary species. 

- Jynx torquilla Linnaeus, 1758: 

- One specimen uttering alarm sounds, September 9, Tinca forest; 

- One specimen, September 18, Tinca forest.  

Summer visitor. 

- Motacilla alba Linnaeus, 1758: 

- One specimen, September 20, Tinca.  

Summer visitor. 

- Hirundo daurica Linnaeus, 1758: 

- One nest, September 2, Tinca.  

Summer visitor, very rare in area. 

- Oriolus oriolus Linnaeus, 1758: 

- Two male specimens, September 28, Tinca; 

- Two male specimens, October 9, Tinca.  

Summer visitor. 

- Sturnus vulgaris Linnaeus, 1758: 

- One flight with 200 specimens, September 28, Tinca.  

Partial migratory species. 

- Corvus corax Linnaeus, 1758: 

- One specimen, November 2, Tinca.  

Sedentary species. 

- Hippolais icterina Vieillot, 1817: 

- One specimen, October 26, Tinca.  

Summer visitor, this isolated specimen is probably from the northern 

Europe, being in migration. 
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 - Phoenicurus ochruros Gmelin, 1789: 

- The fourth generation (two adults and three juveniles near the nest), 

September 22, Tinca. Literature (Ilie & Marinescu, 2014) specifies only 

three yearly generations in Tinca area and at national level; 

- One juvenile specimen and one male specimen, October 27, Tinca (last 

observations of this year).  

Summer visitor, sometimes rare winter visitor in the area. 

- Luscinia svecica Linnaeus, 1758: 

- One specimen, November 13, Tinca.  

Passage species in area. 

- Turdus merula Linnaeus, 1758: 

- One female specimen, October 30, Tinca Spa.  

Sedentary species. 

- Turdus philomelos Brehm, 1831: 

- One male specimen, September 9, Tinca forest.  

Summer visitor. 

Partial migratory species. 

- Turdus pilaris Linnaeus, 1758: 

- 58 specimens, November 10, Tinca.  

Winter visitor or passage species in area. 

- Parus cyanus Linnaeus, 1758: 

- Three specimens, November 12, Tinca. Accidental species in Romania, 

rarely observed in winter, from the northern Europe. Species mentioned for 

the first time in area. This species was observed also by author in Craiova 

(Craioviţa lake), one specimen, January 11, 2000. 

- Aegithalos caudatus Linnaeus, 1758: 

- Four specimens, October 22, Tinca.  

Sedentary species. 

- Remiz pendulinus Linnaeus, 1758: 

- One nest, May 30, Tinca, Crişul Negru River.  

Partial migratory species. 

- Passer montanus Linnaeus, 1758: 

- Two specimens who picked grapes, eating their contents, October 2, Tinca. 

- Pyrrhula pyrrhula Linnaeus, 1758: 

- One male specimen, July 1, Tinca forest.  

Sedentary species. 

- Carduelis flammea Linnaeus, 1758: 

- Two specimens, November 1, Tinca forest.  

Winter visitor in area. 

- Loxia curvirostra Linnaeus, 1758: 

- One specimen, October 10, Tinca forest.  

Sedentary species. 

- Emberiza schoeniclus Linnaeus, 1758: 

- Three specimens, November 5, Tinca.  
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Partial migratory species in area. 

- Emberiza melanocephala Scopoli, 1769: 

- Two male specimens, August 12, Tinca.  

Summer visitor. 

 

Class Mammalia  
 

- Ondatra zibethicus (Linnaeus, 1766): 

- Much traces in mud, October 30, Crişul Negru River.  

Relatively rare species in area. 

- Crocidura leucodon (Hermann, 1780): 

- One dead specimen, October 15, Tinca. This specimen was killed 

probably by a cat or other shrew. 

- Rhinolophus ferrumequinum (Schreber, 1774): 

- One specimen observed flying in crepuscule, although the temperature 

was 2-3 °C, November 4, Tinca. Literature (Valenciuc, 2002) indicates 

hibernation at 4 °C. After this observation, the bat was not more observed 

flying in area. 

- Pippistrelus pippistrelus Schreber, 1774: 

- One specimen, September 20, Tinca. 

- Canis aureus (Linnaeus, 1785): 

- One specimen, November 5, Tinca forest. 

- Mustela nivalis Linnaeus, 1766: 

- One excrement, L = 1.6 cm, l = 0.5 cm, September 10, Tinca Spa, near 

Crişul Negru River. 

- Martes foina (Erxleben, 1777): 

- Three excrements (L = 8 cm, l = 1.5 cm), that were situated in three 

points, at 18-20 cm distance between they. This positioning could indicate 

marking of territory. The excrements contained only seeds and skins, even 

grains of maize. Literature (Murariu & Munteanu, 2005) indicates like food 

meat, eggs, insects and different fruits. The presence of grains of maize is a 

scientific novelty (Tinca, November 19, 2016). 

 

CONCLUSIONS 

 

During the analyzed period, in Tinca area, were observed 77 species 

belonging to five classes. Five species (Lymnocryptes minimus, Hemianax 

ephippiger, Anax parthenope, Aeschna juncea, Badister unipustulatus) are 

mentioned for the first time in area. Some species are rare in area (Pelecanus 

onocrotalus, Aquila clanga, Lymnocryptes minimus, Anas acuta, Bubo bubo, 

Coracias garrulus, Hirundo daurica, Recurvirostra avosetta, Netta rufina, Anser 

erythropus). 
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 Were discovered supplementary generations at some birds (Phoenicurus 

ochruros, Anas acuta, Coracias garrulus, Anas platyrhynchos, Perdix perdix, Asio 

flammeus). 

Were observed activities at reduced temperatures at some species 

(Caliphora vomitoria, Rhinolophus ferrumequinum). 

One species (Buteo buteo) presented a chromatic variety. 
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