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In July 2007, on Chilii Hill, situated near the village of Varadia, in
close proximity of the Roman Fort' (listed among the major monuments and
archaeological sites in Romania), there has been mechanically created an earth
platform at approximately 50m south of the earth-built Roman camp.

The area affected summarizes 5700m?, having several drops in the
natural slope of the hill, drops that measure between 0,50m and 1m (Fig.
1). By removing the luxuriant greenery from the surface and excavating the
platforms, the ancient and prehistoric levels have been brutally tempered with.
At a glance, dwellings, cesspools and provision holes from the first Iron Age
have been identified. There have also been identified foundations from Roman
Age dwellings. A remarkable quantity of proto-dacian and roman sherds has
been collected (provision pots, pans, kettles, amphorae etc.), as well as a
Roman sesterce emited by emperor Augustus.

Trench S.I, measuring 12/2m has been dug bearing north-south on
terrace no.1 located on the south slope of Chilii Hill. In this trench there has
been found a rectangular shaped iron age dwelling with rounded corners,
measuring 4/3m (Fig. 2). It had a central and a side pole ment to sustain the
roof. When the complex had been cleaned out, numerous hallstatt potshirds
have been recovered bearing heavy burn marks. This suggests a violent fire
that misted this dwelling.

* Muzeul Banatului Montan Resita, b-dul Republicii, nr. 10, e-amil: bozu flavius
petru@yahoo.com.
I Taroslavschi-Bozu 1995; Idem 1996; Idem 1997; Idem 2001; Idem 2002.
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Chronologically, the ceramics sherds discovered in L.1., as well as the
type of dwelling that has been investigated, belong to Hallstatt B1-B2 maybe
B3, with many analogies in Gornea-Kalakacea horizon and early Basarabi
culture?.

The following special inventory has resulted from emptying dwelling
L.1. (Fig. 3):

1. Loom weight — it’s missing the upper side; modeled from clay; semi-
fine mass with isinglass; brown-black colour with obvious signs of secondary
burn. Dimensions: L: 60 mm; D, :47/52 mm; G: 150 gr (Fig. 3/1);

2. Miniature bowl — fragment; semi-fine mass; grey-white colour;
outside-flared lip, straight bottom; Dimensions: D, :40mm; D, 20 mm;
H: 15 mm (Fig. 3/2)

3. Small bowl — fragment; semi-fine mass; brownish-black; inside-flared
round lip; secondary bur non the inside; Dimensions: D, : 90 mm; D, - 40
mm; H: 38 mm (Fig. 3/3)

4. Piece for decking bowls — diamond-shaped; it’s lower side is missing;
very fine mass; fownish-brown; secondary bur non over 80%; Dimensions: H:
55 mm; D: 34 mm,; G: 40 gr (Fig. 3/4)

5. Conditioned horn — fragment; deer horn; Dimensions: H: 40 mm; D:
37 mm; G: 40 gr (Fig. 3/5)

6. Amulet - joss — bone; fragment; Dimensions: D: 36 mm; 1: 6 mm (Fig.
3/6)

7. Adornment — conoidal; small dimensions; bronze flake; Dimensions:
L: 20 mm; 1: 4-9 mm; gr: 4 mm (Fig. 3/7)

8. Ring / earring — fragment, bronze wire; Dimensions: D: 1 mm.; L: 14
mm; gr: 1 mm; G: 2 gr (Fig. 3/8)

The drawings of those artefacts are shown in Fig. 4.

I shall present only a small part of the ceramics found in dwelling L.1:

1. Tray lip fragment — fine mass, brown-yellow, narrow lip, straight
(Fig. 5/1).

2. Bowl lip fragment — semi-fine mass, brown on the outside, bricky-
brown on the inside, black crack; lip cut straight with slanting notches applied
on the outside (Fig. 5/2).

3. Pan lip fragment — semi-fine mass, bricky, with slipt; straight cut,
slightly flared inside (Fig. 5/3).

bottom

2 Munteanu 1983.
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4. Ceramic fragment — semi-fine mass, fownish-brown, alveolar belt-
shaped ornament (Fig. 5/4).

5. Pot lip fragment — semi-fine mass, sand degreaser, reddish-brown
on the outside, fownish-brown on the inside, small conical stud underthe lip
(Fig. 5/5).

6. Pottery fragment — semi-fine mass, with isinglass, brownish, bel-
shaped ornament with slanting notches (Fig. 5/6).

7. Pan lip fragment — fine mass, black, small stud under the round lip
(Fig. 6/1).

8. Pan lip fragment — fine mass, black, inside flared lip (Fig. 6/2).

9. Deep bowl lip fragment — fine mass, black, rippled on the outside,
slighly flared inward (Fig. 6/3).

10. Can lip fragment — very fine mass, black, 4mm thin walls, lobed
opening, horizontal fluting under the neck (Fig. 6/4).

11. Pot bottom fragment — very fine mass, 3mm thin walls (Fig. 6/5).

12. Ceramic fragments — very fine mass, black, with vertical and slanting
fluting (Fig. 6/6-7).

On platform no. 5, there have been executed 4 square trenches numbered
C.1.to C.4., measuring 3 x3m. They have been dug tp the depth of 0,80m untill
virgin soil was reached. In none of those trenches has there been found traces
of enclosed archaeological units, only a relatively compact layer of ceramic
shreds and fauna traces 25-30cm thick.

The following shreds come from the four trenches described above:

1. Supply-pot lip fragment — semifine mass, dark-brown on the inside
and outside, vertically rippled lip, pressed with the finger on the neck of the
pot (Fig. 7/1).

2. Ceramic fragment from a bitronconical pot — fine mass, brown on
the outside and black on the outside, duckweed-shaped ornament at the base
of the neck, traces of a narrow, rectangular handle in the profile (Fig. 7/2).

3. Pot lip fragment — fine mass, brownish-black, 15mm thick profile,
outward-flared round lip (Fig. 7/3).

4. Bowl fragment — fine mass, brown-yellow, straight lip outward flared
(Fig. 7/4).

5. Pot lip fragment — fine mass, gray-black, 15mm thick walls, short
flared lip (Fig. 7/5).
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6. Pot lip fragment — semi-fine mass, gray-black, straigh lip with round
edges (Fig. 7/6).

7. Bowl lip fragment — fine mass, black, inward-flared lip with slanting
flutings (Fig. 7/7).

Fig. 8 — Various types of handles.
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SAPATURILE DE SALVARE DE PE VERSANTUL SUDIC
AL DEALULUI CHILII DE PE VERSANTUL SUDIC
AL DEALULUI CHILII DIN COMUNA VARADIA,
JUD. CARAS-SEVERIN

Rezumat

In luna iulie 2007, pe Dealul Chilii, situat in extravilanul comunei
Varadia, la cca. 50 m de latura de sud a castrului de pamant, clasat pe Lista
monumentelor si siturilor arheologice din Romdnia, au fost executate lucrari
mecanizate de terasare.

Suprafata afectata prin terasarea mecanizata masoara 5700m?, cu caderi
in panta naturald a dealului, cuprinse intre 0,50 si Im. (Fig. 1). Prin indepartarea
vegetatiei arboricole de la suprafata solului si excavarea teraselor cu caderi de
nivel apreciabile, s-a intrat brutal in nivelele de locuire antice si preistorice,
evidentiind-se conturul unor locuinte, gropi menajere §i gropi de provizii
apartinand primei varste a fierului, precum si amprente de fundatii, apartinand
a unor cladiri de epocd romana. De la suprafata teraselor nou create, a fost
recoltatd o cantitate apreciabild de ceramica de factura protodacica si romana
provenind de la vase de provizii, castroane, oale, amfore etc. precum si un
sestert roman emis de imparatul Augustus.

Inadoua decad a lunii septembrie au fost intreprinse sapaturi arheologice
de salvare constand din executarea sectiunii S.I. de pe terasa nr. 1 si a unui
numar de patru casete C.1-C.4 executate pe terasa nr. 5.

Sectiunea S.1., cu dimensiunile de 12/2m si caseta C1 de 5/2m, orientata
nord-sud, a fost trasatd si executatd pe terasa nr.1, pe panta de sud a dealului
Chilii, in conditiile in care in aceastd zond, in luna iulie 2007 au fost executate
mecanizat un numir de 5 terase. In aceasta sectiune a fost surprinsa si dezvelita
in proportie de 85% locuinta L.1. (Fig. 2) cu dimensiunile de 4/3m, de forma
patrulatera cu colturile rotunjite. Dispunea, in interiorul ei, de un stalp situat
central si unul lateral pentu sustinerea acoperisului. Din golirea locuintei
a rezultat un bogat material ceramic hallstatt-ian, in cea mai mare masura
fragmentar, cu urme evidente de ardere secundard, ce sugereaza sfarsitul
violent prin incendiere al acestei locuinte semi-adancite.
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Pe terasa 5, au fost executate un numar de patru casete C.1.-C.4. cu
dimensiunile de 3/3m ce au fost adancite pana la solul virgin, situat la -0,80m
de la nivelul terasarii. In niciuna din casetele executate nu au fost sesizate
urmele unor complexe inchise, doar un strat relativ compact de resturi ceramice
si faunistice gros intre 25-35c¢m cu aspect de scurgeri de pe panta dealului, sau
a unor locuiri deschise sezoniere de varad pe panta cea mai insorita a dealului
Chilii.

Cronologic, materialul ceramic rezultat din golirea locuintei L.1., la care
se adauga materialul ceramic rezultat In urma executdrii celor patru casete
de pe terasa a 5-a precum si tipul de locuinta cercetat, se poate concluziona
ca ele apartin in majoritate Hallstattul-ului dezvoltat B1-B2 poate si B3 cu
multe analogii in orizontul Gornea-Kalakacea si perioadei timpurii a culturii
Basarabi.
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Fig. 3: 1. Greutate rizboi de tesut; 2. Viscior miniatural; 3. Bol; 4. Piesd pt realizat caneluri; 5. Fragment de os prelucrat; 6.
Fragment amuletd (?) din os; 7. Obiect podoabd din foitd de bronz; 8. Fragment cercel (?) din bronz.
1. Loom weight, 2. Miniature bowl, 3. Small bowl, 4. Piece for decking bowls, 5. Conditioned hom, 6. Amulet, 7.
Adomment, 8. Ring / earring
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Fig. 5: 1 — Fragment buzi tipsie; 2 — Fragment buzi vas; 3 — Fragment buzi castron; 4 — Fragment ceramic; 5 — Fragment
buzi oald; 6- Fragment ceramic.
1 — Tray lip fragment; 2 — Bowl lip fragment; 3 — Pan lip fragment; 4 — Ceramic fragment; 5 — Pot lip fragment; 6 —
Pottery fragment.
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Fig. 6: 1 — Fragment buzi castron; 2 — Fragment buzi castron; 3 — Fragment buzd castron adénc; 4 — Fragment buzi cand;
5 —Fragment fund vas; 6-7 — Fragmente ceramice.
1 —Pan lip fragment; 2 — Pan lip fragment; 3 — Deep bowl lip fragment; 4 — Can lip fragment; 5 — Pot bottom
fragment; 6-7 — Ceramic fragments.
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Fig. 7: 1 — Fragment buzi vas de provizii; 2 — Fragment ceramic dintr-un vas bitronconic; 3 — Fragment buzi vas; 4 —
Fragment castron; 5 — Fragment buzi vas; 6 — Fragment buzd vas; 7 — Fragment buzi castron.
1 — Supply-pot lip fragment; 2 — Ceramic fragment from a bitronconical pot; 3 — Pot lip fragment; 4 — Bowl
fragment; 5 — Pot lip fragment; 6 — Pot lip fragment; 7 — Bowl lip fragment.
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Fig. 8: Diferite tipuri de toarte.
Various types of handles.



