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During 13" and 14™ century in the service of Serbian rulers were being
a large number of foreign mercenaries. Some of them had an important role
in the conquest of new territories and decisive battles.! However, they have
usually lived temporarily in Serbia and didn't have possessions on its terri-
tory. The situation changed in the 15" century. In the first place that was
due to the new political circumstances. Namely, Despot Stefan Lazarevi¢
(1389-1427) become in 1403 or 1404 vassal of Hungarian King Sigismund
of Luxembourg (1387-1437).> Also, he was member of The Order of Dragon
which was founded in 1408 by same Hungarian ruler.’” Therefore it is no
surprise that many Hungarians were in his service.* However it is unknown
that whether they had estates on Serbian territory. On the other hand
during the Ottoman civil war from 1402 to 1413 some prominent Turkish
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commanders moved to the side of Despot Stefan.” Since 1413 he again
became an Ottoman vassal.®

Despot Durad Brankovi¢ (1427-1456) hired foreigners to an even greater
extent than his predecessor and uncle Despot Stefan. This particularly applies to
the Byzantines and Ragusans. The most influential among them were close asso-
ciates of Despot Durad. The increasing power of foreigners is one of the char-
acteristics of the reign of Despot Durad, especially after 1439. One of objective
of this paper is to try to explain the causes of this phenomenon. It is necessary
to stress that I will not analyze position and actions of Despot’s officials on his
estates in Hungarian Kingdom.

The appearance of the Byzantines in the service of Despot Purad was
the result of few factors. The first of these is that Serbian ruler was married
to Irine Kantakouzene who belonged to the Thessaloniki branch of famous
family” Another reason was Ottoman conquest of Byzantine territories.
Thomas Kantakouzenos, brother of Irene settled into Serbia probably after fall
of Thessaloniki in 1430.* He was mentioned first time in Serbia in 1433. Then,
one document note that Thomas seized houses of some Ragusans in mining
town Srebrenica. The Ragusan’s emissaries supposed to complain to the Despot
because of this act.” On the basis of this data cannot be concluded that Thomas
lived in Srebrenica. It is more likely that he only did business in mention city.
Two years later envoys of Ragusan Republic were received instructions by his
government that to address to Irene and Thomas Kantakouzenos, on the occa-
sion of new customs in Novo Brdo and Srebrenica. The emissaries could to
express their willingness to do anything for him, with a request to influence
his sister in their favor."” They continued to refer to Irene and Thomas when
Despot Durad returned from Hungary. According to the deputies, Thomas did
not want to help them, because he did not receive a gift."! At the beginning
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¢ Mcmopuja cpnckoe napooa 11, 90.

That marriage was concluded in 1414. See: Momunno Cupemuh, Jecnom Bypah Bpanxosuh
u wee060 0oba (beorpay: Cprcka KmykeBHa 3aapyra, 1994), 63-64; boxxupap Pepjanunh,
“BusantuHum y Cp6buju npse monosune XV Beka, 360pHuk padosa Busanmonowxoz
uncmumyma 26 (1987): 174-178.

8 Oepjanunh, “Busantunny y Cpbuju’, 193; Cupemuh, Jecnom Bypah Bpankosuh, 142.
Nicolae Iorga, Notes et extraits pour servire a I’ histoire des croisades au XVe siécle, vol. 1I
(Paris: Ernest Leroux, 1899), 316; Muxanno Quuuh, 3a ucmopujy pydapcmea y cpedrvosekosHoj
Cp6uju u Boctu 1 (beorpap: Hayuna xmura, 1955), 81; Cupemuh, Jecnom Bypah bpanxosuh,
142, 182, 593.

1 TJorga, Notes et extraits 11, 325; Cnpemnh, JJecnom Bypah Bpanxosuh, 181-182.

' Torga, Notes et extraits 11, 329; ®epjanunh, “Busantunun y Cpobuju’, 194; Cnpemnh, JJecnom
bypah Bpanxosuh, 613.

9



259

of 1436 Ragusans sent a new mission to the Serbian court and predicted up
to 250 ducats for presents for family of Despot Purad. Thomas Kantakouzene
was considered as a member of the family.'> These data indicate that Thomas
become one of the most important person on the Despot’s court. At the same
time its show that Thomas was ready to help them from personal interests. On
one occasion, the Turks also stressed that he was corrupted.”

The growth of his impact reflects in the fact that he began to perform
important military tasks. In 1439 together with Grgur, the oldest son of Despot
Durad, he commanded the defense of the Serbian capital Smederevo. The rele-
vant sources indicate that they handed over city to the Ottomans because lack
of food supply." It is unclear where Thomas lived immediately after the fall of
Smederevo. In an unknown way he arrived in Dubrovnik during 1441." He left
there for safekeeping some silver treasure.'® With their arrival in Ragusa, he
confirmed loyalty to his master. Certainly thanks to that Thomas kept impor-
tant role on Despot’s court after renewal of Serbian Despotate in 1444. The
Serbian annals noted that in September 1448 he defeated army of Bosnian King
Stefan Tomas. The consequence of this victory was re-entry of Srebrenica and
nearby region along the river Drina in the Serbian state.'” It is possible that
Despot Durad entrusted command to Thomas because his business contact
with Srebrenica. Indeed, in autumn 1448 the Ragusans sought for him old

2 Cnpemuh, ecnom Bypal Bpanxosuh, 657-658; Iuuuh, 3a ucmopujy pydapcmsa 1, 81-83.
B Cnpemuh, Jecnom Bypal Bpanxosuh, 182.
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17 Crojanosuh, Podocnosu u nemonucu, 235-236; Cnpemnh, Jecnom Bypah Bpanxosuh, 334;
Cuma hupxosuh, Vcmopuja cpedrwosexosre 6ocarcke opiase (beorpan: Cprcka Kib/DKeBHa
3azipyra, 1964), 289-290; Juuuh, 3a ucmopujy pyoapcmea 1, 78-79.
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trading privileges.”® Despot’s troops were led again by Thomas Kantakouzenos
in September 1452. Then nobleman from Zeta (southern part of Serbian
Despotate) Stefanica Crnojevi¢ defeated his army, while he barely avoided
capture.”” There is an opinion that he managed to the successful defense of
Smederevo in 1454 during campaign of Sultan Mehmed II (1451-1481) against
Serbian Despotate.?

The position of Thomas Kantakouzenos started to change when Despot
Lazar took power at the end of 1456 after death of Despot Durad. New ruler
was not good terms with his mother Irene. Under mysterious circumstances she
died on the 3 May 1457 in the town of Rudnik. After that, together with Grgur
and Mara Brankovi¢ he left Serbia and went to Sultan Mehmed II.?! On that way
Thomas Kantakouzenos ended his political career in the Serbian Despotate. The
next few years until death in June 1463 he lived on Mara Brankovic’s estates
near town Serres on Ottoman territory.”

Another brother of Irene, George Kantakouzenos has also lived in Serbia.
Allegedly, he managed the construction of the Smederevo fortress.”? This
fact is unreliable, since it is known that George was in the service of Despot
Constantine Palaiologos until 1437%, while the main part of fortress was
built from 1428 to 1430.* Whatever it is certain that he was in Smederevo in
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1453.%¢ In the autumn of same year Despot Durad arranged marriage between
Georges daughter Ana and Vladislav, son of Duke (Herceg) Stefan Vukdi¢
Kosac¢a. However matrimony was officially concluded in September 1455.”
Theodore Spandounes recorded that George Kantakouzenos commanded the
defense of Smederevo at beginning of 1456 when forces of Michael Szilagyi
and Janos Hunyadi besieged Serbian capital. In that time, Despot Purad was
in captivity of Szilagyi together with Georges son Theodore. According to
same author Theodore unsuccessfully tried to collect money for the redemp-
tion. During the siege Hungarians threatened to kill Theodore, but his father
refused to surrender the town.” These are the latest information about George
and Theodore Kantakouzenos. It is probably that Theodore was released at the
same time as Despot Durad. Serbian historian Bozidar Ferjanci¢ supposed that
George died between 1456 and 1459.%

It is likely that Manuel, who mentioned in 1441 as Chancellor (logotet) of
Despot Durad, was also Byzantine.” Certain voivode Manuel stayed in Ragusa five
years later as one of the wedding guests of Lazar Brankovi¢, son of Despot Durad.
During that stay together with voivode Radi¢ he took over deposit of Thomas
Kantakouzenos and silverware dishes of Despot Durad Brankovi¢.” The sameness
of the names does not mean that he is identical with personality of Chancellor
Manuel. Some historians thought that he was son of Thomas Kantakouzene®, while
others considered that he was son of Byzantine merchant Calojan Rusota, who
lived in Novo Brdo.” After 1446 there is no information about voivode Manuel.

Also, Some Ragusans had significant positions at the court of Despot
Durad Brankovi¢. They are primarily performed diplomatic and financial jobs
for him. First place among them belongs to Paskoje Sorkocevi¢ (Pasqualus de
Sorgo). Since from 1419 he has operated in Serbia, first in Pristina and then in
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Novo Brdo. Paskoje entered in the service of Despot Durad in 1439 after fall
of Smederevo, when Serbian ruler was in Hungary. At the same time another
Ragusan, Damjan Durdevi¢ became official of Serbian Despot.* It is logical to
assume that Durad Brankovi¢ hired them because of his specific political posi-
tion. Namely, he lost the largest part of his country. Therefore he strived to
strength his diplomatic contacts. Very soon, Paskoje has gained the trust of the
Despot. In the summer of 1440 he was responsible for the security of Despot
as captain of a ship which was supposed to rescue Despot and his family in
emergency case.” In January 1441 together with metropolitan bishop Atanasije
brought to Ragusa part of the deposit of Despot Durad.”® Presumably, he was
with Despot Purad during the famous “Long campaign” against Ottomans.” In
this way he proved his loyalty to the Serbian ruler. The future events indicate
that Despot knew how to appreciate his conduct.

When Serbian Despotate restored in August 1444 he settled in Smederevo.
Nextyear Paskoje became steward of the ruler finance with title “¢elnik riznicki”*®
He was the only Ragusan in despot service who wore Serbian title. In addition
to the activities related to finance he performed many other tasks for Despot
Durad. Consequently it is not surprising that Ragusan chronicler Junii Restii
designated him as “first minister of Despot”** Together with Damjan Purdevi¢
he organized in Ragusa arrival, stay and departure of Helena Palaiologina, future
wife of Despot Lazar Brankovi¢ in the autumn of 1446.* Bosnian King Stefan
Tomas (1443-1461) has complained to the Ragusans in 1448 that Pascoe and
Damjan prevented him to conclude peace with Purad Brankovi¢. Therefore the
Ragusan Senate warned them to take care not to harm their city. They replied
that as despot’s servants they must obey his orders, but Senate wrote off that
they must primarily serve to their town.* In September 1448 he negotiated
with Hungarian Governor Janos Hunyadi about participation of Despot Purad

¥ Jupeuex, Mcmopuja Cpéa 11, 366; Cuipemuh, Jecnom Bypah Bpanxosuh, 219, 234.
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Jupeuek, Mcmopuja Cpoa 11, 366-367.
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Cnpewmnh, JJecnom Bypah bpankosuh, 279; Jupedek, Mcmopuja Cpba 11, 367.

% Crojanosuh, Cmape cpncke nosemwe u nucma I-2, 21, 32.

Joannis Gundulae, Chronica Ragusina Junii Restii (ab origine urbis usque ad annum 1451)
(Zagrabiae: Ex Officina Societatis Typographicae, 1893), 304.

“ Hepemkosuh, “IlybpoBHuk y cBaruma kHesa Jlasapa, 482; Cnpemwuh, Jecnom TBypah
Bpankosuh, 315-316, 322.
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in campaign against Ottomans.** After the battle of Kosovo in October 1448
Hunyadi was captured by Despot’s men. Hunyadi wrote to the Ragusans, after
liberation that he was captured at the instigation of Paskoje and Damjan. The
Senate of Ragusa apologized to him, since their investigation revealed that they
are guilty. That was reason why the Senate issued three-year ban their nobles to
go abroad as emissaries of foreign rulers. Also, the same institutions forbade to
his subjects in the Despot’s service that together with his army get out from the
Serbian state.” The specificity of their position once again showed. In summer of
1450 Paskoje and Damjan had to come to his hometown to justify their actions
in connection with the abolition of trade privileges of Ragusan merchants in
four Serbian towns.* The above prohibition did not strictly respect. Namely,
Despot sent Paskoje to the new Ottoman Sultan Mehmed II in March 1451.
However emissary did not find Sultan in Edirne and he returned to Serbia
before 10 of May.*” The next month Republic of Ragusa again allowed its citi-
zens in Despot’s service can go abroad as Serbian ambassadors. Such a decision
was due to the fact that Ragusa was preparing for war with Bosnian Duke Stefan
Vuk¢i¢ Kosaca in which expected the support of Serbian ruler.* It seems that
he was member of the Despots mission to the Sultan Mehmed II which has
contributed to conclusion of the Turkish-Hungarian truce in November 1451."
In late summer 1452, Despot sent Paskoje to Mehmed II to work for the benefit
of Vladislav, who was in conflict with his father Duke Stefan Vukci¢. About
results of his mediation he reported Serbian ruler in October 1452.%

Shortly after the fall of Constantinople in summer 1453 Paskoje Sorkocevi¢
decided to withdraw from the Despot’s service. Nevertheless, he stayed in
Smederevo for a few months. His decision was a result of several factors.
First of all, his brother Damjan, who led all his affairs in Ragusa, was died.
Further he realized that the Ottomans will attack Serbia, after the conquest of
Constantinople.” In the late September or early October of 1453 Sultan regained
regions Toplica and Dubocica®, where Pascoe Sorkocevi¢ had possessions.!
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Taking into account that Despot Purad got mentioned areas from Sultan in
May 1451, it can be concluded that Paskoje had estates on Serbian territory at
the most little more than two years. After returning to Ragusa he has main-
tained connections with Despot Durad. He died on 4 August 1454.%* Paskoje
Sorkocevi¢ was one of the closest associates of Despot Purad who had full
confidence in him. According to Mavro Orbin Despot Purad put the coat of
arms of Paskoje Sorkocevi¢ on the tower of Smederevo fortress.”® Shortly after
Pascoe death, his son Junije went to Smederevo, where he did business next
three years. Unlike his father he was not in service of Serbian Despots.**

The career of Damjan Purdevi¢ (Damianus de Georgio) at the court of Despot
Durad had a similar course to Paskoje Sorkocevi¢. Like him he traded in Pristina
and Novo Brdo and became official of Serbian Despot in 1439.% Presumably, his
first tasks were associated with Despot’s desire to reach the Hungarian crown for
himself or his son, after death of King Albert II in October 1439.*° He followed the
Despot during the whole “Long campaign” showing in this way devotion to the
Serbian ruler. After Crusade during 1444 he also stayed in Buda when the Despot
negotiated about the conclusion of peace with Ottomans.” In August 1444 he
settled in Smederevo after restoration of Serbian state. Different from Sorkocevi¢,
he has never had any Serbian title. Regardless of this fact, Purdevi¢ was influen-
tial person at the Despot’s court. Ragusan chronicler Junii Restii marked him as
“the chief adviser of the Despot”*® In a certain sense he participated in the war
that was waged in 1448 between Despot Durad and Bosnian King Stefan Tomas
(1443-1461). It is noted that he redeemed for 50 ducats Bosnian nobleman
Radoje Bubani¢, who was captured in mentioned war. Then, Damjan asked four
times more money for the liberation of prisoner. Therefore, in May 1449 he was
criticized by authorities of Ragusa, which demanded from him to seek only how
much he gave and not to interfere in such affairs.” The last recommendation likely
related to the prohibition of the Republic to its citizens that together with Despot
army get out from the Serbia. In August 1451 Despot sent Damjan Purdevi¢ to
the Sultan Mehmed II to inform him of his own agreement with Janos Hunyadi.
At the same time he was supposed to work against Duke Stefan Vuk¢i¢, who was
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in war with Ragusa.® In connection with this conflict he was again in Edirne
in autumn 1452 as emissary of Despot Purad.®® When Sorkocevi¢ left Despot’s
service Damjan Purdevi¢ became the most important Ragusan at the Serbian
court. The Despot Purad had confidence in him to the end of his live. During
November 1455 he took over Despots gold that was stored in Ragusa.” The
death of Despot Durad in December 1456 did not changed position of Damjan
Durdevi¢. First, he was in service of Despot Lazar and then his brother Stefan
and widow Jelena.®” Damjan Purdevi¢ died on 7 November of 1458 in Hungary,
where he lived last few months. Afterward, four of his sons who lived with him in
Smederevo, entered in the service of Hungarian King Matthias Corvinus (1458-
1490).% It is interesting that Damjan Purdevi¢ was mentioned in one epic poem
as Voivode of Despot Durad under name Damjan Sainovié. Also, one tower of
the Smederevo fortress was called “Sain tower”® His testament testifies that he
had a house in Smederevo, which was bequeathed to Despot Lazar.®® There are
indications that Damjan had estates in western part of Serbian Despotate. On
the mountain Cer he possessed certain number of mining shafts.” It is possible
that Damjan sold his immovable property at the end of 1457 when he disbanded
commercial company, which had with members of family Crijevi¢.®®

Ragusan nobleman Alviz Rast¢ (Alovisius de Resti) was also in the service
of Despot Durad. He belonged to the group of prominent merchants who oper-
ated in Novo Brdo.* In the autumn of 1446 he was commander of galleys which
drove from Glarentza to Ragusa Helena Palaiologina, future wife of Despot
Lazar Brankovi¢.”” At the beginning of next year together with Marin Purdevi¢
he was emissary of Ragusa on the occasion of wedding between Despot Lazar
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and Helena Palaiologina. They had a duty to perform other tasks in favor of
the Republic.” Certainly no later than 1448 Alviz Rast¢ entered in Despot’s
service.”? Similar to Sorkocevi¢ and Durdevi, he also fulfilled diplomatic tasks
for the Despot. During March 1450 he was in Ragusa, when took over a larger
amount of Despot silver from deposit.”” One Ragusan document from August
1451 designated him, Sorkocevi¢ and Purdevi¢ as members of the Despot’s
secret council.”* That fact indicates that he quickly gained trust of the Despot.
Together with Serbian Voivode Jaksa he took over in Ragusa trunk with docu-
ments of Despot Durad in summer of 1452.7 The first months of 1453 Despot
sent him to the Bosnian King Stefan Tomas. His mission was probably related
to the war between Ragusa and Duke Stefan Vuk¢i¢.”® Alviz Rast¢ picked up
treasure of Despot Purad from Ragusa on 2 October 1455.7 It is unknown until
when he was in the service of Serbian rulers. The last period of live he spent in
Bosnia where composed his testament in September 1459.7

Among Ragusans, who were in the service of Despot DPurad Brankovic,
Nikola Radulinovi¢ (Nicola de Radulinovich) left the slightest trace in the
sources. As merchant he worked in Belgrade, Srebrenica, Novo Brdo, Pristina
and Smederevo.” Certainly since 1448 he was in Despot’s service. Always he
was mentioned together with other Ragusans who served Despot. It seems that
Nikola was tied to Durad Brankovi¢ until 1451.%

From 1453 to 1456 Ragusan Junije Gradi¢ (Junius de Gradi) went several
times to the Italy as emissary of Despot Durad. He was hired by Despot, but prac-
tically did not reside at his court. After the fall of Constantinople 1453, Despot
Durad sent the first time Junije to Italy. In October 1453 Junije visited the King
of Naples Alfonso V Aragon (1442-1458) and Pope Nicholas V (1447-1455).
However, his mission has not brought concrete result.®’ At the end of 1454,
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after unsuccessful negotiations with Sultan Mehmed II, Despot Purad again
engaged Gradi¢. From February to October 1455 he spoke with authorities of
Venice, the Duke of Milan Francesco I Sforza (1450-1466), Pope Calliixtus III
(1455-1458) and Marquis of Mantua to find rulers, who are ready to organize
campaign against Ottomans. This mission has remained without effect.®* The
following year Junije Gradi¢ unsuccessfully sought military assistance from the
Pope and King Alfonso V for the Serbian Despot.* The end of his mission in
Italy seems to have coincided with death of Despot Durad. The new Serbian
ruler Despot Lazar Brankovi¢ (1456-1458) made with Sulatn Mehmed II in
January 1457 and therefore he did not need to engage Junije Gradi¢.** Other
Ragusans in the service of Despot Durad were not directly related to his court.

Foreigners in the service of Serbian despots also descended from other
coastal towns on the Adriatic Sea. Latin chancellor of Despot Stefan Lazarevi¢
and Despot Durad Brankovi¢ was Nikola Arhilupis (Nicolaus de Archilupis)
from Kotor (Cattaro). As a public notary and clerk of Despot Stefan and Purad
Brankovi¢, he was first mentioned in August 1423.* Together with Nikola
Vitomirovi¢ and Voivode Altoman he was member of Despot delegation at the
negotiations with Venice in November 1433.% Nikola Arhilupis and Venetian
notary Johannes de Reguardatis composed a peace treaty between Despot
Durad and Republic of Venice in August 1435.% After fall of Smederevo in
1439 he followed Despot who was over him maintained communication with
Venice during May and June 1440.*® A few months after restoration of Serbian
Despotate, Nikola Arhilupis died in Smederevo. Among witnesses in his testa-
ment are listed Paskoje Sorkocevi¢ and Alviz Rasti¢. He left behind large amount
of money, jewelry, expensive cloths and many valuable books.* The personality
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of Jovan, who was mentioned in 1452 as Latin notary of Despot Purad, it is not
known closer.”

Finally, it is necessary to mention Turks Ibrahim who was courtier of
Despot Durad. In 1441 he was with Despot in Ragusa.”! It is interesting that
Ottomans controlled large part of Serbian territory in this moment.

During the reign of Despot Durad Brankovi¢ foreigners had a signifi-
cant role at his court. The prominent Byzantines have gained power thanks to
Irene Kantakouzene, Despot’s wife. Her brothers Thomas and George proved
to be capable military commanders. On the other hand Thomas was marked
by Ragusans as a corrupt man. The Serbian folk traditions also had negative
attitudes toward the Byzantines.”” Despot Purad hired Ragusans primarily
because of their diplomatic skills. He chose merchants who have long did busi-
ness in Serbian towns. The sources stressed that they had a great influence
on the politics of Despot Purad. The actions of Ragusans in Despot’s service
were sometimes limited by the political interest of their hometown. Unlike the
previous period, some foreigners had an estates on territory of Despotate and
because that they were considered as Serbian noblemen.

STRAINI IN SLUJBA DESPOTULUI PURAD
BRANKOVIC PE TERITORIUL SERBIEI

Rezumat

In timpul domniei despotului Purad Brankovi¢ (1427-1456), influenta striinilor a
crescut in Serbia. Dupa ciderea Tesalonicului in mainile otomanilor, mulfi bizantini de
seamd au decis sd vind in Serbia. Printre acestia s-a aflat si Irene Kantakouzene, sotia lui
Despot Durad. Spre sfarsitul celui de-al patrulea deceniu al secolului al XV-lea, fratele
sdu, Thomas Kantakouzenos, a devenit cel mai puternic om de la curtea despotului din
Smederevo. Raguzanii aflati in serviciul despotului au indeplinit mai ales sarcini diploma-
tice pentru acesta. Adesea, actiunile lor erau limitate de hotararile autoritatilor din Ragusa.
Raguzanul Paskoje Sorkocevi¢ a fost singurul strdin care a detinut un titlu sarbesc, in cali-
tatea sa de administrator al finantelor domnitorului. Nicola Arhilupus din Cattaro a fost
cancelarul latin al despotului. In sfarsit, turcul Ibrahim a fost curtean al lui Durad. Strainii
au avut un rol important datorita pozitiei politice specifice a statului srb pe durata exis-
tentei acestuia, in secolul al XV-lea. Unii dintre acestia au definut mosii pe teritoriul Serbiei
si datorita acestui fapt apartin clasei nobilimii sarbe.
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