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1. Introduction

The archaeological site of Mognita Veche-Dealul Salas', has seen its fair
share of intrusive investigations in the last five years. These investigations high-
lighted the archaeological importance of this particular area (P1. 1/1). The site
itself is situated on top of two alluvial sand banks, and is approximately a meter
and a half higher in altitude then the surrounding terrain. Since prehistoric
times, these geomorphological characteristics have been a determining factor
in choosing this area as a settling point for the ancient communities. This has
been proven by the vast chronological interval of the discoveries, as they range
from the Eneolithic period, and all the way in to the Middle Ages®.

Given the fact that the site is located in an area that has seen a constant
flow of real estate development, all of the archaeological investigations that
took place here, have been preventive or rescue excavations. The purpose of
the excavations that took place in the summer of 2017, was to save part of the
archaeological artifacts and features destroyed by an unauthorized interven-
tion, caused by the need to extend the electrical grid in the area (Pl 1/2). Thus,
a ditch was dug along Jimbolia and Lugoj streets by the entrepreneur, and in the
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process, a large variety of archaeological features were destroyed or heavily dis-
turbed. Among these were the four graves that we wish to analyze in the present
paper. The graves were more or less affected by the unauthorized intervention.
Based on the funeral rite and ritual, these four graves can be attributed to the
Sarmatians that once inhabited this region.

2. Description of the graves and funerary inventory

Older excavations within the site of Mosnita Veche-“Dealul Séilas” have
unearthed a rather large number of archaeological features - pit houses and
household annexes - that can be attributed to the Sarmatians. During those
excavations, no traces of the necropolis were found, until 2017 when the
research team tasked with conducting the rescue excavations in this point,
managed to find four Sarmatian graves. Only one out of the four graves was
preserved good enough to be properly documented (PL. 3). Of the other three
graves, two of them were almost entirely destroyed by the bulldozer (Pl. 2/3-6;
G.2; G.4), while the other one was poorly preserved because of the acidity of the
soil (PL 2/1-2; G.1).

Grave no. 1 (G.1) was discovered at a depth of 0,78 m compared to the
present day ground level. We were unable to identify the grave pit. The only
part of the skeleton that we found were some skull fragments, which themselves
were poorly preserved (Pl 2/1-2). In terms of position of the dead, most prob-
ably he was placed in a supine position. The only grave good discovered was a
spouted jug, found at 1,2 meters north-east from the skull fragments, where
the lower limbs would have been. In spite of the poorly preserved grave, based
on the position of the skull and the cup, we can assume that it’s orientation was
along the SW-NE axis.

The second grave (G.2) was discovered 15 m north-east from the first one
(G.1). Only the northern extremity of the grave pit was preserved, the rest being
destroyed by the unauthorized intervention. The preserved pit was rectangular
shaped, with rounded corners, and it had a length of 0,7 m, a width of 0,62 m
and a rather shallow depth of only 0,3 m. The feature had a filling composed of
a clayey, dark grey and loose soil. The only preserved parts of the skeleton, were
segments of the tibia and one vertebra. As in the case of grave no. 1 (G.1), the
only grave good found was a cup, placed right between the lower limbs of the
dead. In regards to the orientation of the skeleton, it was on the SE-NW axis.
The grave overlaps a Bronze Age pit (PL 2/3-4).

Grave no. 3 (G.3) is the best preserved one, being only superficially affected
on its southern part by the unauthorized intervention. The grave pit has a rect-
angular shape with rounded corners, a length of 2,1 m, 1,12 m in width and a
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depth of 0,54 m. The feature had a homogenous filling, made out of a clayey,
dark grey and loose soil. The grave has probably been disturbed since antiquity,
as bones from the upper part of the body - vertebrae, fragments of ribs and
other bones - were found mixed within the filling of the grave pit. The skull,
as well as two other fragments of ribs, were found near the pelvic region. The
only parts of the skeleton that were found in anatomical connection were the
pelvis and the lower limbs. Their placement suggests the fact that the dead was
placed in a supine position, similar to the other two graves we have discussed.
The entire funeral inventory was collected from the lower limbs area, thus, a
brooch and a knife fragment were found near the femoral area, while a pottery
vessel was discovered between the tibias. The dead was oriented on a SW-NE
axis (PL 3/1-4).

The fourth grave (G.4) was located in the immediate vicinity of the third
grave, towards the east. Although most of the grave pit was also destroyed by
the mechanized intervention, but we could still determine that its shape was
rectangular with rounded corners. It had a length of 1 m, width of 0,92 m and a
depth of 0,2 m. As in the case of the other three graves, the filling had a clayey,
loose texture and a dark grey color. Only two bone fragments were found in the
grave pit, both of them being part of the lower limb area. The only grave good
found was a bowl, discovered north-east from the two bone fragments, near the
edge of the pit. The dead was oriented on a SE-NW axis (Pl. 2/5-6).

As we already pointed out, the funeral inventory found within the four
graves was composed mostly of pottery vessels and two metal artefacts. The
four pottery vessels used as grave furniture, have the following features and
characteristics:

1. Spouted jug, biconical shaped, with its maximum diameter found at the
midway point of the vessel. The base is slightly elevated and the upper part
of the vessel is missing. A rounded handle sprouts right under the rim and is
attached right above the maximum circumference area of the jug. The handle
presents a drain tube. The vessel was wheel-made using loam degreased with
fine sand and fired in a reduction atmosphere. The surface of the vessel it has
a light gray color. Its measurements are: @ =8cm; @, =3,5cm; H
11 cm (PL 4/1-2).

2. Biconical shaped cup, slightly everted rim and profiled base. The max-
imum diameter of the body is found at the midway point of the vessel and it’s
larger than the diameter of the rim. The remnants of an oval shaped handle are
visible, as it sprouted right beneath the rim and ran all the way down to the
middle section, where it was attached to the body. The vessel was wheel-made
using high quality loam and fired in a reducing atmosphere, resulting in a light-
grey colored cup. The surface of the vessel was covered in verniss which was
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preserved rather well. Measurements: @ =6 cm; @
H =11 cm (PL4/3-4).

3. Conical bowl, with slightly profiled rim, oblique walls and annular base.
The vessel was wheel-made using loam degreased with fine sand and fired using
the reducing method. The bowl has a light gray color and its surface is covered
in verniss, which itself was poorly preserved. Measurements: @, =9 cm; @,
=3,5cm; H = 4,5 cm (PL. 4/5-6).

4. Conical bowl with rounded rim towards the exterior, profiled and slightly
concave base. The vessel was wheel-made, using a gray fine fabric and fired in
a reducing atmosphere, resulting in a dark-grey color. The exterior surface was
covered in a well preserved verniss. Measurements: @ . =10cm; @, = 3,5 cm;
H =5 cm (PL.4/7-8).

Grave no. 3 (G.3) was the only one that provided us with metal artifacts, a
brooch (Fig. 1/1-2) and a knife fragment (Fig. 1/3), both of them made out of
iron. When discovered, the brooch was highly corroded, thus the restoration
process didn't yield the expected results. The knife fragment has a length of
3,5 cm, while the brooch is 6,5 cm long.

=9cm;®b =4 cm;
ase

maximum

Fig. 1. Funerary furniture: The brooch fragment (1-2) and the knife
fragment (3) form the grave no.3. / Mobilier funerar: fragmentul de
brosé (1-2) si fragmentul de cutit (3) din mormantul nr. 3.

3. Discussions

The four graves were discovered in the SSW area of Dealul Salas, where
the alluvial bank is 0,5 m lower in elevation then the upper area. During our
research, we were not able to find a demarcation - anthropogenic or natural
- between the settlement and the four graves (Pl. 1/2). The graves were discov-
ered at depths between 0,6 m and 0,78 m, compared to the present day ground
level. The grave pits contour - this being the case for the graves that were not
completely destroyed by the mechanized intervention - indicate a rectangular
shape with rounded corners (PI. 2/4-6; P1. 3). Grave no. 3 was the only one pre-
served good enough to allow us to calculate an index of 1,87° based on its mea-

* Kulcsar 1998, 23-24.
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surements. Thus, grave no. 3 (G.3) accedes to a rather limited group of graves
found in Banat who share the same characteristics, together with grave no. 5
from Banatski Despotovac?, grave no. 13 from Foeni-Cimitirul Ortodox® and
grave no. 17 from the cemetery discovered in the archaeological site Giarmata-
Situl 10°.

In the case of grave no. 1 (G.1), based on the 1,2 m distance between the
skull and the offering, we can assume that we are dealing with a grave that
belonged to a child. Similar sized child graves (with the length varying from
1,2 m to 1,3 m), were excavated at Foeni—Cimitirul Ortodox’.

All of the four graves were oriented on south-north general axis (Fig. 2).
Compared to this general direction, two graves deviate towards the east (M.2-
135°; M.4-154°) while the other two deviate towards the west (M.1-204°;
M.3-203°). Most Sarmatian
graves discovered in Banat N
are oriented on a general
south-nord axis, usually
deviating between 9 and 45
degrees®. Similar results were
encountered when analyzing
the data sets from the rest of
the Pannonian Plain, where E
Valéria Kulcsar admitted that
65% of the Sarmatian graves
are oriented on general south-
nord axis. In his opinion this
is a defining trademark for
the Sarmatian culture in the

Carpathian Basin’. MIN

Grave no. 3 (G.3) draws S
our attention as we identi- Fig. 2. Orientation of the four graves. /
fied a rather interesting situ- Orientarea celor patru morminte.

ation during our excavation.
The upper body of the dead was found heavily disturbed and damaged since
Antiquity, and in our opinion this is a clear case of grave looting. We were not

Parducz 1940, 262, Taf. XLIII/11, XLIV/21, 23; Grumeza, 2014, 161.
Grumeza 2011, 192; Grumeza 2014, 182.
Grumeza 2014, 191-192.
Grumeza 2011, 182.
Grumeza 2014, 48, no. 358.
Kulcsar 1998, 16.
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able to identify the looting pit during our research, which makes us believe that
the grave was still visible at the moment of looting. We can assume the looters
simply used the grave pit’s contour to facilitate the grave robbing process.

Within the Sarmatian culture, the grave looting phenomenon is widely
documented, this being the case for areas across northern Serbia, eastern
Hungary and the Romanian Banat. However, in our attempt to find the best
analogies for G.3, we will only present the closest resembling archaeological
contexts to our own. A likely analogy discovered in Banat, is grave no. 15
(G.15) from the Sarmatian cemetery excavated at Foeni-Cimitirul Ortodox. In
this particular case, the skull was heavily damaged and placed in the chest area,
while the right hand, tibia, left fibula and right femur were missing'. The same
can be said about grave nr. 6, discovered within the above mentioned archae-
ological site. In this case, the archaeologists managed to unearth the robbing
pit, located on the left hand side of the skeleton, thus concluding that this grave
was also disturbed at some point during the antiquity"'. Grave no. 2 from the
Sarmatian cemetery in Dudestii Vechi-Movila lui Dragomir - dated in the
4™ to the 5™ century A.D. — was also disturbed since Antiquity. The skull and
parts of the rib section were found scattered within the grave pit". Although
in the barrows from Vizejdia, assigned to the Sarmatians"’, no human remains
were found, thereby of interest are the notes — from the end of the 19" century
- of Gyula Kislégy Nagy’s on the phenomenon of looting such funerary mon-
uments: “What if these mounds were looted? — Based on my later experiences,
I could almost confirm this, but the correct answer to this question, will come
only after the entire surface would be systematically excavated. And this is still
to come™™.

A Sarmatian grave surrounded by a ditch (Cx 235-236) was excavated in
the archaeological site of Nadlac 3M Nord, located in the Lower Mures Basin.
The entire upper body of the dead was disturbed and damaged, the only parts
that were found in anatomical connection, were the lower limbs®. Two more
similar graves were discovered within the archaeological site Nadlac-Site 1M,
both of them were surrounded by ditches and were ravaged by ancient looters.
Regarding the first of these graves (Cx. 029), a tibia, corresponding to the right
leg of the skeleton, as well as other parts of the body, were found scattered
within the filling of the grave pit. The second grave was also ravaged, this was

10 Grumeza 2011, 193.

1 Barca, Grumeza 2014, 164; Grumeza 2011, 191, PLV.
12 Tanase 2002-2003, 223-224; P1. 1.

B Grumeza 2014, 40, 266 cu bibliografia.

4 Gall et alii 2010, 22.

1 Grumeza, Ursufiu 2016, 195-196, PLII/2.
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determined by the fact that the skeleton was not found in an anatomical posi-
tion's. Another three looted graves were excavated at Arad - “Barierd’, among
these, only one was found in a supine position. The grave was heavily affected
by the exhumation process, as the discovered bones were all concentrated in
the lower limbs area, without being in any anatomical connection'’. Out of the
17 graves excavated from the sarmatian cemetery in Hunedoara Timisana, only
grave nr. 5 appeared to be looted, confirmed by the discovery of the robbing
pit, as well as the fact that the skeleton was completely destroyed'®. Sarmatians
“graves in which the bones were disturbed”"® were also found and Zimandu Nou.

A large number of disturbed graves were excavated within the Sarmatian
cemetery at Pancevo-Vojlovica, in Voivodina. The necropolis was dated in the
3 to 4" century A.D. Out of the 55 excavated graves, only four were unaffected
by the grave looting. The same as grave 3 (G.3) from Mosnita Veche-Dealul
Salas, the looted graves at Pancevo-Vojlovica were damaged from the waist
upwards®.

The cemetery from Oféldedk-Urmés II, in eastern Hungary, dated back to
the second half of the 4™ century to the first half of the 5" century A.D., con-
tained 48 graves of which 77% were partially or completely looted, part of them
having the upper body of the skeleton disturbed*'. Similar graves were exca-
vated at Kiskunfelegyhaza-K6vagdér, as they were part of a cemetery dated back
to the end of the 4™ century to the first third of the 5" century A.D*. Graves
17, 18, 31 and 36* from Tiszadob, share similarities with grave 3 (G.3) from
Mosnita Veche. The funerary finds from Tiszadob were also dated between
the second half of the 4™ century to the beginning of the 5" century A.D., and
from an ethnic point of view, these graves contain specific elements of Sdntana
de Mures-Cherniahov culture*. Out of the 665 graves excavated at Madaras-
Halmok, a large number of them were looted (almost 90% of the graves were
robbed), and in some rare cases, the loot pit was also found®.

Compared to the neighboring regions, this phenomenon was widely gen-
eralized and constantly present within the Sarmatian culture. Moreover, dam-
aging the graves with the purpose of looting it, became a common practice in

16 Barcd, Cocis 2013, 32; Fig. 2-3; Barcd, Grumeza 2014, 160.
7" Grumeza et alii 2013, 23-24.

18 Bérca 2014a, 83.

19 Bichir 1972, 141.

%0 Baptisi¢-Popadi¢ 1984-1985, 83.

21 Gyongy 2014, 70, Taf. IX/1, X/8, XII/1, XXIX/3, XXXII/1.
2 Gallina 1999, Taf. 1-2, 7, 10.

% Istvanovits 1991, 4, 5.

24 Istvanovits 1991, 42.

z K(’Shegyi, Voros 2011, 236-243.
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the late period®, as some graves — most of them from within burial mounds
- were damaged or looted even on two separate occasions?®.

In order to precisely date the discussed archaeological features, the grave
goods are important. As we have mentioned earlier, the funerary furniture is
composed out of four pottery vessels, a brooch and a knife fragment. Regarding
the pottery, the spouted jug discovered in G.1 draws the attention (Pl 4/1-2).
In the Romanian Banat, similar pots have been discovered at Timisoara-
Padurea Verde”® and at Periam®. Unfortunately, both artifacts come from
unclear archaeological contexts. The only available information on the jug from
Timisoara-Pddurea Verde, is found within the National Banat Museum’ regis-
tries, where the jug is associated with an iron spear dated back to the end of the
4™ century A.D to the beginning of the 5" century A.D*. The other vessel was
discovered within the administrative borders of Periam, and for a long time was
part of Alexandru Rusu’s private collection, before it made its way into Arad’s
Museum collection®. A similar pot as the one described by us, was discovered
in the Hungarian Plain, during the excavation of the sarmatian cemetery from
Csanadpalota-Orszaghatar M43 56. LelShelyen. In this particular case, the pot
was recovered from grave nr. 48, and was positioned at the feet of the deceased’.
After consulting various studies and sources, we can see a pattern emerging, as
most of these jugs are found in funerary Sarmatian contexts, or within their
settlements™. Analogies found in the Great Hungarian Plain, place this type of
jug in a chronological interval set between the last third of the 4" century and
the first half of the 5" century A.D*.

A lot more common is the cup found in G.2 (Pl. 4/3-4). Similar arti-
facts were discovered in Romanian Banat at Timisoara-Padurea Verde®,
Foeni-Cimitirul Ortodox* (grave no. 4), Hunedoara Timisana® and within
the Sarmatian necropolis (grave no. 2) from Giarmata-Sit 10*. Cups resem-
bling ours were discovered, in the Lower Mures Basin, in the archaeological

26 Korosféi 2015, 201.

7 K(’Shegyi 1994, 278; Gallina 1999, 13.
2 Tanase, 2013, 69.

¥ Dorner 1970, Fig. 16/5.

30 Tanase 2013, 70.

31 Dorner 1970, 463.

2 Walter, Popity 2020, 154-155, PL. 16/4.
¥ Vaday 1994, 106.

34 Vaday 1994, 105-106; File 1995, 56-57, Fig. 1, PL I/1-2.
% Radu 1973, 148, Fig. 1/7.

% Grumeza 2011, 198, PL. III/5.

7 Barca 2014a, 89, Fig. 20.

3% Grumeza 2014, 186, P1. 22/5.
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site Pecica-4R* and at Sinpetru German®. Also, matching analogies were
found within the archaeological sites of VrSac-Dvoriste Eparhije Banatska*,
Vrsac-Trg Sava Kovacevi¢*, Crvenka®, Pancevo-Vojlovica*, Vatina*, Banatski
Despotovac-Kollinger kertek*, Kiszombor-B* si Klarafalva-B*. This type of
cups are found within sarmatian cemeteries, starting from the second half of
the 2™ century A.D, all the way to the end of the 4™ century A.D*. A more
narrow chronological sequence was proposed by Norbert Kapcos, who dated
these artifacts during the period between the 3™ and 4™ centuries A.D*.

Also, the two bowls identified in graves no. 3 and 4 (G.3-4) (Pl. 4/5-8), are
quite commonly found in Sarmatian necropolis and settlements. Similar arti-
facts were discovered in graves located at Seitin®', Kiszombor-B** or Madaras-
Halmok™, as well as within settlements as the ones from Gradinari-Saliste™,
Moldova Veche-Vinograda-Vlaskicrai* and Padej-Ciglana®. All of these arti-
facts, either from cemeteries or settlements, are dated between the 3" and 4™
centuries A.D. The bowls discovered at Padej-Ciglana are considered local
products that were used during the 4™ century A.D*".

As for the brooch fragment identified in grave 3 (Fig. 1/1-2), we are not
completely sure in which typological category it fits, nevertheless we assume
it closely resembles the brooches category known as Spiralfibel mit umges-
chlagenem FufS. Brooches with returned foot are well represented and known
throughout the Sarmatian culture in Banat as they are made mainly out of

¥ Kapcsos 2014, 158, P1.4/2.

“ Dorner 1970, Fig.11/2¢, 11/6a-c.

4 Baracki 1961, 119, 120, PLIII/7, IV/9, V/17, VIII/1, IX/1; Grumeza 2014, P1.93/2, 94/11,
95/1, 96/25, 26.

# Baracki 1961, 142, PLXV/6.

# Simovljevi¢ 1957, PLV/1, VI/1; Grumeza 2014, P1.90/18, 91/5.

“  Pordevi¢ 1994, PLVI/5-6, VII/8, VIII/8; Grumeza 2014, P1.70/10-11, 72/9, 73/16, 76/8.
4 Baracki 1971, 281, 282, 283, PL1/2, I11/11, IV/20, VII/32.

% Parducz 1940, PLXLII/16, XLIII/16-18, XLIV/21-24, 26, XLVII/9-10; Grumeza 2014,
P15/4,10, 12,13, 15,17, 6/1,7.

47 Parducz 1950, PL.XXXIV/17, 19, 20, CXX/5; Grumeza 2014, 213, 214, P1.52/5, 9.
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4 Barcd 2014a, 89.

0 Kapcsos 2014, P1. 8.

' Dérner 1970, Fig. 14/1a.

2 Grumeza 2014, Pl. 53/12.

3 Kohegyi, Voros 2011, PL. 11/1; 19/1.

> Bozu 1990, Fig. 10/4; 22/6.

> Bozu 1987, Fig. 9/5.

¢ Tpudynosuh 1999-2000, Ta6. VIII/17.

7 Tpudynosuh 1999-2000, 80-81.
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bronze. The ones made out of a single piece of metal, as those found in the cem-
etery from Hunedoara Timisana, have been dated between the end of the 2™
century and the beginning of the 4" century A.D. Regarding the larger brooches
with elongated, often widened foot, they appear to be later, as they belong to
the C,-D, chronological phases (310/320-400/410 A.D.)*. In Sorin Cocis’s
typology of the brooches discovered in Roman Dacia, these artifacts belong to
the category known as “type 377, and are dated back to the period between the
second half of the 2" and the end of the 3™ century A.D. In Serbia, this type of
brooch is considered to belong to a later chronological sequence, between the
second half of the 3 century A.D. and all the way to the last quarter of the 4™
century A.D**. On the other hand, brooches of this kind that are made out of
iron are dated much later compared to the bronze ones. They are used from the
second half of the 4™ century A.D. and all the way throughout the 5" century
A.D®. Similar specimens were found at Arad-Bariera (grave no. 12)* and at
Klarafalva-Vasutallomas (grave no. 2 and 3)%.

As for the knife fragment (Fig. 1/3), because of the high level of corro-
sion and fragmentation, it’s impossible to specify to which typological category
it belongs. Nevertheless, we mention that the grave no. 3 from Klarafalva-
Vasutallomas, contains a brooch with returned foot, as well as a knife®.

4. Conclusions

After a rigorous analysis of the excavation plans and the spatial distribution
of the funerary finds, we assume that the four graves mark the western limit of
the Sarmatian necropolis from Dealul Salas. This statement is confirmed by the
lack of archaeological features west of the graves.

The dating of the four features was possible due to presence of certain grave
goods within the funerary inventory of graves. Two of the analyzed funerary
features - G.2 and G.4 - can be dated back to the second half of 2" century
to the 4™ century A.D. The cup found in G.2 was instrumental for dating the
archaeological feature. Using this vessel as a grave offering it is a common prac-
tice in the Lower Mures Basin and Banat, within this time frame®. The bowl
identified in G.4, based on the analogies, dates back to the period between the

> Barca 2014b, 30.

*  Petkovi¢ 2010, 311.

% Grumeza 2014, 74 with bibliography.

' Grumeza et alii 2013, 46-47, P1. XVIII/12 (the specimen also contains a part made out of
bronze, posibly a loop).

2  Grumeza 2014, 225, PL. 59/3, 11.

% Grumeza 2014, 225, P1. 59/9.

¢ Barcad 2014a, 89.
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[ ]-Late Bronze Age
\:I-Sarmatian culture
[ -Sarmatian graves
[ J-Middle Age

3 6 9 m - Undetermined period

Fig. 3. Archaeological excavation layout with the location of the graves.
/ Planul sapaturilor arheologice cu amplasamentul mormintelor.

3" to 4™ centuries A.D., even if Stanko Trifunovi¢ proposes a different chrono-
logical interval for these vessels. He states that they were used in the second half
of the 4™ century A.D®. A similar bowl to the one we have already discussed
was identified in G.3. The bowl, together with the large iron brooch (6,5 cm)
of the returned foot type, ensures that G.3 can be dated back to the 4™ century
A.D. The presence of the spouted jug dates G.1 between the last third of the 4™
century A.D. and the first half of the 5th century A.D.

An interesting situation emerged after analyzing the orientation of the four
graves. Thus, the ones that are dated between the second half of 2™ century to
4" centuries (G.2 and G.4) are oriented on the SE-NW direction, while the ones
dated along the 4™ century to the beginning of the 5" centuries (G.1 and G.3)
have an SW-NE orientation.

The purpose of the archaeological excavations that took place during the
summer of 2017, within the site of Mognita Veche-Dealul Salas, was to save
what the unauthorized intervention already ravaged. From that moment on,
the local authorities and archaeological enthusiasts became preoccupied with
maintaining the integrity of the site, in order to prevent future damage done

& Tpucynosuh 1999-2000, 82.
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by the real estate development. In the past three years, numerous rescue exca-
vations have taken place on the site of Mosnita Veche-Dealul Sélas, and all of
them have greatly contributed to the enrichment of the archaeological heritage
of this area. We hope, that in the near future, the results of these excavations will
offer new insights in regard to the Sarmatian necropolis discovered through the
archaeological research in 2017.

Acknowledgments

We wish to express our gratitude towards PhD. Lavinia Grumeza and PhD.
Vitalie Barca for offering us bibliographical suggestions as well as for proof-
reading our paper. Also, we would like to thank Alina Gheorghe and Florentina
Martis for illustrating the archaeological materials and part of the four archae-
ological features.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Baptisi¢-Popadi¢ 1984-1985,
D. Baptisi¢-Popadi¢, Sarmatska nekropola Vojlovica-Pancevo, in RadVM, 29, 1984~
1985, 59-83.

Baracki 1961,
S. Baracki, Sarmatskie nalazi iz Vrsca, in RadVM, 10, 1961, 117-143.

Baracki 1971,
S. Baracki, Sarmatski nalazi iz Vatina, in RadVM, 20, 1971, 281-305.

Barcd, Cocis 2013,
V. Bércd, S. Cocis, Sarmatian graves surrounded by flat circular ditch discovered at
Nodlac (Arad county, Romania), in EphNap, XXIII, 2013, 31-50.

Barca 2014a,
V. Barca, Sarmatian vestiges discovered south of the Lower Mures River. The graves from
Hunedoara Timisand and Arad, Cluj-Napoca, 2014.

Barca 2014b,

V. Barca, Returned foot exterior chord brooches made of a single metal piece (type
Almgren 158) recently discovered in the Western Plain of Romania. Notes on origin and
chronology, in JAHA, 1, 2014, no. 2, 21-39.

Barca, Grumeza 2014,
V. Bérca, L. Grumeza, Sarmatian burials in coffins and funerary timber features recently
discovered in the western plain of Romania, in EphNap, XXIV, 2014, 157-194.



Sarmatian graves discovered within the archaeological site of Mosnita Veche —,Dealul Salas” | 309

Bichir 1972,
Gh. Bichir, Sarmatii la Dundrea de Jos in lumina ultimelor cercetdri, in Pontica, 5, 1972,
137-176.

Bozu, El Susi, 1987,
O.Bozu, G. El Susi, Asezarea romand tirzie de la Moldova Veche din punctul ,Vinograda-
Vlaskicrai” (judeful Caras-Severin), in Banatica, 9, 1987, 239-269.

Bozu, 1990
O. Bozu, Asezarea daco-romand de la Grddinari-,Seliste” (jud. Caras-Severin), in
Banatica, 10, 1990, 148-186.

Dordevi¢ 1994,
M. Dordevi¢, Nalazi nekropola rimskog perioda u jugozapadnom Banatu, in RadVM,
36,1994, 41-61.

Dérner, 1970,
E. Dorner, Cercetdri si sapdturi arheologice in judeful Arad, in MCA, IX, 1970, 445-466.

Floca et alii 2016,

C. Floca, D. Micle, A. Ardelean, A. Pand, A. Georgescu, L. Garleanu, Al. Hegyi, A.
Stavila, Al Ionescu, Sapte milenii de istorie in zona Mognita (judetul Timis). Cercetdrile
arheologice de salvare din perioada 2010-2015, Timisoara, 2016.

File 1995,
P. Fiile, Adatok a késészarmata-hunkori kerdmia kérdéséhez, in SMK, 11, 1995, 55-68

Gall et alii 2010,
E. Gall, D. Ténase, D. L. Ciobotaru, Kisléghi Nagy Gyula — Archaeolégiai Naplo, Szeged/
Timisoara, 2010.

Gallina 1999,

Zs. Gallina, Késoé szarmata temetorészlet Kiskunfélegyhdza-Kovdagoéren adalék
a szarmata sirszerkezetek és a korabeli sirrablasok kérdéséhez, in A. S. Perémi, ed., A
népvandorldskor fiatal kutatéi 8. taldlkozéjanak eléaddsai 1997, Veszprém, 1999, 7-27.

Grumeza 2011,
L. Grumeza, The Sarmatian necropolis from Foeni (Timis county), in AnB (S.N.), XIX,
2011, 181-205.

Grumeza et alii 2013,
L. Grumeza, A. Ursutiu, G. Copos, Arad-,Barierd”. Cercetdri arheologice preventive
intr-un sit de epocd sarmaticd, Cluj-Napoca, 2013.



310 | ANDREI STAVILA, BOGDAN ALIN CRAIOVAN

Grumeza 2014,
L. Grumeza, Sarmatian cemeteries from Banat (late 1-early 5" centuries AD), Cluj-
Napoca, 2014.

Grumeza, Ursutiu 2016,

L. Grumeza, A. Ursufiu, Amenajdiri funerare circulare descoperite pe tronsonul
autostrdzii Nadlac-Arad, siturile Nadlac 3 M Nord si 4 M, in ArhMold, XXXIX, 2016, 195-
213.

Gyongy 2014,
G. Gyongy, Késo szarmata temetorészletek Ofoldedk-Urmas II. lelohelyen (M43-as
autépdlya 10. lelohely), in NJAME, LVI, 2014, 15-107.

Istvanovits 1991,
E. Istvanovits, Adatok a Fels4-Tisza-Vidék 4-5. Szdzadi Torténetéhez a Tiszadobi
Temetd Alapjdn, in MFME, 91, 1, 1991, 29-54.

Kapcsos 2014,

N. Kapcsos, The Sarmatian Graves of the 4R archaeological site dated to the third-fourth
century A.D. Additional data on the Sarmatian burial rite in the Lower Mures region, in
Ziridava, 28, 2014, 157-172.

Ko6hegyi 1994
M. Kéhegyi, Sirrablds a magyarorszdgi szarmatdkndl, inG. Lorinczy, ed., A kékortdl a
kozépkorig, Tanulmdnyok Trogmayer Otté 60. Sziiletésnapjdra, Szeged, 1994, 277-284.

Kéhegyi, Voros 2011,
M. K8hegyi, G. Voros, Madaras-Halmok: kr. u. 2 - 5. szdzadi szarmata temetd, Szeged,
2011.

Korosféi 2015,

Zs. Korostéi, Grave-looting in the Late Roman age cemetery of Santana de Mures/
Marosszentanna, in S. Cocis, V-A. Lizérescu, M. Gui, D-A. Deac, eds., AD FINEM IMPERII
ROMANI. Studies in honour of Coriolan H. Opreanu, Cluj-Napoca, 2015, 191-209.

Kulcsar 1998,
V. Kulcsar, A kdrpdt-medencei szarmatdk temetkezési szokdsai, Aszod, 1998.

Maruia et alii 2012,

L. Maruia, D. Micle, C. Floca, A. Stavila, A. Berzovan, L. Bolcu, O. Borlea, O-C.
Rogozea, S. Fortiu, A. Magina, E. Pirpilitd, I. Vedrild, P. Horak, L. Vidra, A. Gogosanu,
Geografia istoricd a zonei Mosnita Veche. Rezultatele cercetdrilor arheologice de teren, Cluj-
Napoca, 2012.



Sarmatian graves discovered within the archaeological site of Mosnita Veche -, Dealul Salas” | 311

Radu 1973,
O. Radu, Mormantul sarmatic de la Padurea Verde-Timisoara (jud. Timis) (1969), in
MCA, X, 1973, 147-149.

Parducz 1940,
M. Pérducz, Ernéhdzai jazig leletek, in AE, 111, 1, 1940, 261-269.

Parducz 1950,
M. Parducz, A szarmatakor emlékei Magyarorszdagon III/ Denkmidler der Sarmatenzeit
Ungarns III, Archeologia Hungarica, XXX, Budapest,1950.

Petkovi¢ 2010,
S. Petkovi¢, Rimske fibule u Srbiji od I do V veka n. e., Beograd, 2010.

Simovljevi¢ 1957,
N. Simovlevi¢, Sarmatski stratum na Crvenki kraj Vrsca, in RadVM, 6, 1957, 57-65.

Ténase 2002-2003,
D. Tanase, Doud morminte din secolele IV-V p. Chr, descoperite la Dudestii Vechi (jud.
Timis), in AnB (S.N.), X-XI, 2002-2003, (2004), 233-244.

Tdnase 2013,
D. Ténase, Observatii cu privire la arheologia epocii timpurii a migratiilor in Banat -
Etapa D1, in Banatica, 23, 2013, 61-90.

Tpudynosuh 1999-2000,
C. Tpudynosuh, Hacemwa Tumuzanama VM Cnosena Y bBanamy VI Bauxkoj, in Inacnux
Cao, 15-16, 1999-2000, 43-106.

Vaday 1994,
A. Vaday, Late Sarmatian graves and their connections within the Greath Hungarian
Plain, in SlArch, XIII, 1, 1994, 105-124.

Walter, Pépity 2020,

D. Walter, D. Pépity, A siron tuli dlom szarmata halotti faszerkezetek lenyomatai
Csanddpalota-Orszdghatdr M43 56. Lel6helyen, in G. Biro, K. Pintér-Nagy, T. Szebenyi, eds.,
Uj Nemzedék A Szegedi Régészeti Tanszék Tehetséggondozdsdnak Elmult Evtizedei. Unnepi
Kotet B. Toth Agnes, Kulcsir Valéria, Voros Gabriella és Wolf Méria Tiszteletére, Szeged,
2020, 151-186.



312 | ANDREI STAVILA, BOGDAN ALIN CRAIOVAN

MORMINTE SARMATICE DESCOPERITE iN SITUL ARHEOLOGIC DE
LA MOSNITA VECHE-,,DEALUL SALAS” (JUDETUL TIMIS, ROMANIA)

Rezumat

Cercetarea arheologica in urma careia au fost identificate cele patru morminte a fost
una de salvare, fiind determinatd de sdparea unui san{ pentru introducerea de utilitdi in
zona sitului arheologic Mosnita Veche-,, Dealu Silas” (judetul Timis). Parte dintre mormin-
tele prezentate au fost afectate de aceste interventii neautorizate. Totodatd, observam ci
asupra mormantului 3 s-a intervenit incd din vechime. In conexiune anatomici a rimas
partea inferioard a scheletului, craniul fiind identificat pe bazin, iar oasele din jumétatea
superioard au fost identificate in umplutura gropii. Aceastd interventie ulterioard inhumarii
o0 legdm de fenomenul jefuirii mormintelor, practicd larg documentatd la sarmati in zona
Banatului roménesc, nordul Serbiei sau estul Ungariei. Mormintele au o orientare gene-
rald S-N, mobilierul funerar fiind constituit din vase ceramice si piese din metal. Vasele
ceramice se referd la castroane tronconice si cini, realizate dintr-o pastd fing, bine lucrats,
arsd reducitor, caracteristice perioadei. Atrage atentia cana previdzutd cu tub de scurgere
din M.1, aceasta asigurdnd morméntului o datare cuprinsa intre ultima treime a secolului
IV d.Hr.-prima jumitate a secolului V d.Hr. In aceeasi perioadd incadram si M.3, datarea
fiind asigurata de fragmentul de fibuld din fier care poate fi incadrata categoriei fibulelor cu
picior intors pe dedesubt. Mobilierul funerar provenit din M.2 i M.4 asigurd o datare mai
generald a celor doud complexe arheologice pe parcursul secolelor III-IV d.Hr.
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Timisoara

Mosnita Veche-""Dealul Silas"

@

Mosnita Veche

—~—_ /

Mosnita Noua

Timisoara

The Area where‘the Graves™
(M.1-M.4) were found

2

PL 1. Location of the archeological site: 1. Position of the site in relation with the main
localities; 2. Aerial image of the site. / Amplasamentul sitului arheologic; 1. Pozitionarea
sitului in raport principalele localitati; 2. Imagine aeriana a sitului.
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Ditch for the electrical grid

C.3(Bronze Age Pit)  y.g74m

PL 2. Grave no. 1 (1-2); Grave no. 2 (3-4); Grave no. 4 (5-6). / Morméantul nr. 1 (1-2); 2
Mormantul nr. 2 (3-4); Morméantul nr. 4 (5-6)
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Y - brooch fragment

50em Y - knife fragment

PL 3. Grave no. 3. / Mormantul nr. 3.
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7 ) 8

Pl 4. Ceramic vessels used as funerary furniture: 1-2. Grave no. 1; 3-4. Grave no. 2;
5-6. Grave no. 3; 7-8. Grave no. 4. / Vase de ceramica utilizate ca obiecte funerare: 1-2.
Mormantul nr. 1; 3-4. Mormantul nr. 2; 5-6. Mormantul nr. 3; 7-8. Mormantul nr. 4.



