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1832) – second record for the lace bug fauna of 
Romania. 

Besides the scientific articles published in various 
journals from Romania, the book consists of 
different projects that Alexandru prepared as a 
student: Biodiversity conservation and nature 
protection. Biodiversity hotspots – Case study: 
Philippines islands; some irregularities identified 
in Fânaţele Clujului Nature reserve; the 
circulatory system in invertebrates; Invertebrates 
of the deciduous leaf layer. 

In the last part, the book contains the list of books 
that were donated by Alexandru’s family to the 
Natural History Museum of Sibiu. More than 370 

books are now in the museum library, together 
with his field equipment. Moreover, the guideline 
for obtaining the “Alexandru Ioan Tatu” 
scholarship is also given. 

The book closes with the In memoriam papers 
(Rákosy 2013; Tăuşan, Iorgu 2014) and a poem 
written by Gabriela Gâlonţa. The book contains 
all of Alexandru’s diplomas and awards, together 
with a selection of photos. 

The book, Pasiunea mea insectele, represents a 
glimpse of what Alexandru Tatu left for us and a 
way to connect with his love for all living things. 

Farewell, my friend! 
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THE STORY BEHIND THE “HISTORICAL DIAMONDS” CASSETTE 

 
 

Nicolae TRIF* 
 
 
In the spring of 2016 the Natural History Museum 
of Sibiu had an unexpected visit from the son of 
the donor of the “Historical Diamonds” cassette, 
Mr. Alexander Kolomyjczuk. This visit 
represented the reason of our research of reviving 
the story behind the donation of this interesting 
piece. 

The cassette was donated to our museum in the 
year 1963 and ever since it represented a piece of 
interest in various exhibitions of the museum. The 
cassette contains a set of replicas of historical 
diamonds cut in high quality glass representing 
the most renowned diamonds found until the 
beginning of the 1900’s. Sets of this kind are quite 
rare, especially complete and in good condition. 

The 15 cut stones included in this set are, from 
left to right, front row to back row (in original 
writing): 

Front row: Der “Florentiner”, Osterreich (The 
“Florentine”, Austria), Der “Regent” oder “Pitt”, 
Frankreich (The “Regent” or the “Pitt”, France), 
Der “Jubileums-Diamant” Excelsior (The “Jubilee 
Diamond” Excelsior), Der “Südstern” (The 
“South-Star”), Der “Blaue Diamant” (The “Blue 
Diamond”). 

On the middle row: Der “Nassak” (The “Nassak”), 
Der “Kohinoor” alteren Schliffes, England (The 
“Kohinoor” old cut, England), Der “Gross-
Mogul” Russland (The “Grand-Mogul”, Russia), 
Der “Kohinoor” neueren Schliffes, England (The 
“Kohinoor” new cut, England), Der “Sancy” (The 
“Sancy”). 

On the back row: Der “Polarstern” (The “North 
Star”), Der “Pigott”, England (The “Pigott”, 
England), Der “Orloff”, Russland (The “Orloff”, 
Russia), Der “Pascha von Egypten” (The “Pascha  
of Egypt”) and finally Der “Schah of Persien” 
(The “Shah of Persia”, Persia). 

Displayed in a green velvet material as 
background, each stone sits in its cut out area, 
supported by a cotton base. All the pieces are in 
good condition, not chipped on the edges or 
cracked. No scratches are present with the 
exception of the “Kohinoor” piece that has a short    
 

* Brukenthal National Museum, Natural History Museum, 
Sibiu, Romania, nicolae.trif@brukenthalmuseum.ro   

and shallow scratch. All the pieces have labels, in 
gold letters on a dark blue background, fixed on 
the base with small brass pins. 

The cassette originally held a small brochure that 
gave various details about the stones’ origin, 
weight, owner etc. At a later date the brochure 
was cut out and parts of it were pinned down as 
the labels that we see today. 

The exterior surface of the entire cassette is bound 
in a dark green material that imitates the leather. 
The exterior of the lid has and embossing with the 
text “Historische Diamanten”. The interior of the 
lid has a silky lining of a light colour, slightly 
affected by time. A yellow braided cord adorns 
the lid all around the edge. In the centre of the 
interior side of the lid a rectangular discoloration 
betrays the presence of a probable manufacturer 
label. The exterior measurements of the cassette 
are 285 mm x 217 mm x 50 mm. A brass clasp in 
perfect condition closes the cassette. 

The dating of the set is difficult since several 
editions were made. The only clue that we have is 
linked to the presence in the set of the Jubilee 
Diamond. This diamond does not appear in sets 
older than 1897 since it was discovered only in 
1895 and cut for the 60th coronation anniversary 
of Queen Victoria in 1897 (www.etsy.com, 
08.06.2016). It is safe to consider a dating of the 
cassette in the first decades of the 1900’s. A 
similar set is hosted in the Mineralogy Museum of 
Babes-Bolyai University of Cluj, but it seems that 
it’s not part of the same edition as our set, but 
probably an earlier one. 

A few weeks after Mr. Kolomyjczuk’s visit we 
received a letter from his mother, Ms. Karin 
Kolomyjczuk (Rohringer), which tells us first-
hand the story behind this donation. We reproduce 
below the original letter and its translation. 

“Vielen Dank, dass Sie es möglich gemacht haben, 
meinem Sohn Axel, die "Diamanten", die ich vor 
ca 50 Jahren dem Museum geschenkt hatte, zu 
zeigen. Mehr als auf der Beschreibung in der 
Kassette steht, kann ich nicht dazu sagen, ich 
kann nur meine persönliche Geschichte dazu 
erzählen. Ich bekam die Steine an meinem 18. 
Geburtstag von meinem Vater geschenkt. Ich hatte 
schon früher angefangen, Mineralien zu sammeln 
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und mein Vater hatte mir wunderbare 
Holzvitrinen dafür zur Aufbewahrung gemacht. 
Diese Kassette hatte natürlich alles andere 
übertroffen. Wo er sie "her gezaubert" hatte kann 
ich nur vermuten, alle seine Geschwister lebten in 
Wien und daher hatte er sie wohl irgendwann 
mitgebracht. Aber das interessierte mich zu dem 
Zeitpunkt nicht. 

Im Jahre1963 kam die Ausreisegenehmigung und 
es stellte sich die Frage, wohin mit den 
Kostbarkeiten. In meiner Familie oder 
Freundeskreis gab es keinen, dem ich sie 
anvertrauen wollte. Da kam wiederum mein Vater 
auf die Idee, sie dem Museum zu schenken. Zu 
diesem Museum hatte ich sowieso ein ganz 
besonderes Verhältnis. Als Kind ist mein Vater oft 
am Sonntag mit mir dorthin gegangen und ich 
war jedes Mal begeistert. Ich war sofort 
einverstanden. Da waren sie in guten Händen und 
würden noch vielen Leuten Freude bereiten . Ich 
hatte mich nicht leicht davon getrennt, aber es 
war die beste Lösung. Dass ich sie jetzt, mit 75 
Jahren noch einmal sehen durfte, wenn auch nur 
auf Fotos, war ein großes Geschenk für mich (und 
das wieder an meinem Geburtstag) Danke!  
Mit freundlichen Grüßen 
Karin Kolo” 

“Thank you very much for making it possible to 
show my son the "diamonds" which I donated to 
the museum 50 years ago. I cannot say more 
about them than what is written on the inside of 
the box, but I can add my personal story. I 
received the stones on my 18th birthday from my 
father. I had started collecting minerals at a 
younger age and my father had given me 
wonderful wooden display cases to store them in. 
This box has of course outdone all the others. I 

can only guess where he "conjured" it from, since 
all his siblings lived in Vienna and that is where 
he had probably brought it from. But at the time 
that did not interest me. 

In 1963 we received our exit permits and the 
question arose what to do with our valuables. 
There was no one in my family or among our 
friends to whom I wanted to entrust them. It was 
my father again who came up with the idea of 
giving them to the museum. I had a very special 
connection to this museum anyway. Oftentimes, as 
a child, my father and I went there on Sundays, 
and I was excited about it every time. I agreed 
immediately. They were in good hands there and 
would bring joy to many people. I did not part 
easily with them, but it was the best solution. That 
I could now, at 75, see them again, if only in 
photographs, was a great gift for me (and on my 
birthday again). Thank you! 

With kind regards, 
Karin Kolo” 

We would like to thank in the first place to the 
original owner, Mrs. Karin Kolomyjczuk, for her 
decision of donating this interesting and valuable 
piece to the Natural History Museum of Sibiu. 
Also we would like to thank Mr. Alexander 
Kolomyjczuk for facilitating the correspondence 
with Mrs. Kolomyjczuk, to Ms. Lumini�a 
Zaharia from the Mineralogy Museum of Babes-
Bolyai University of Cluj for the information 
regarding the set of diamond reproductions hosted 
in the Cluj museum and also, we would like to 
thank Ms. Ioana Ciobanu for translating the letter 
of Mrs. Karin Kolomyjczuk in to English.  
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Fig. 1 The  Historical Diamonds” Cassette 
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BRUKENTHAL NATIONAL MUSEUM IN 2015: A CHRONICLE OF NATURAL HISTORY 
EXHIBITIONS AND EVENTS 

 
 

Dana Roxana HRIB* 
 

 
Abstract: The present study is a synthetic presentation of Brukenthal National Museum’s cultural offer in the 
field of natural history during 2015. 
Keywords: Brukenthal National Museum, natural history, 2015. 
 
 
Rezumat: Articolul de faţă constituie o prezentare sintetică a ofertei culturale a Muzeului Național 
Brukenthal în domeniul istoriei naturale, pe parcursul anului 2015. 
Cuvinte cheie: Muzeul Național Brukenthal, istorie naturală, 2015. 
 
 

1. Temporary exhibitions1   
Out of the total of 34 temporary exhibitions opened in 2015 at the Museum’s locations, 7 displayed 
selections of exhibits in various fields of natural history. What is to be noted in the exhibition agenda of the 
Museum of Natural History in 2015 is the diversity of the approached subjects from heritage selections to 
museum education projects and open air exhibitions. 

a. Exhibitions at the Museum’s locations: 
_Winter Visitors in the Garden of the Museum of Natural History (Museum of Natural History, Multimedia 
Room, 13.02-30.09): the exhibition aimed at introducing 20 bird species to the public, often observed in 
Romanian cities during winter; 16 of these species were identified in the Museum’s garden; were presented 
on display naturalized birds and documentary photos meant to drawing the attention on the birds usually 
unnoticed that live around us. 
_Birds Through the Eyes of Children – didactic exhibition (Museum of Natural History, Multimedia Room, 
13.02-30.09): the exhibition presented the outcome of the educational activities based on the “Winter 
Visitors in the Garden of the Museum of Natural History” main project. 
_120 years since the opening of the Museum of Natural History in Sibiu (Museum of Natural History, 
Multimedia Room, 15.05-31.12): the exhibition presented historical documentation and heritage selection 
illustrative for the evolution of the Museum from its opening to the present. 
_Mineralia (Brukenthal Palace, Temporary Exhibition Halls, 29-31.05): organized together with Mineralia 
Association, the exhibition presented collection samples, didactic kits, semiprecious stones, polished 
gemstones and mineralogy books. 
_Future`s garden in urban spaces (Museum of Hunting, 17.07-01.11): six types of vertical gardens were 
built in the Museum of Hunting’s courtyard with the financial support of the Ştiinţescu Fund; the gardens 
were set by high school students after attending specialized workshops and by using recycled or low-price 
materials. 
_Halloween Monsters and Bats – the True Nature (Museum of Natural History, Multimedia Room, 31.10-
8.11): the exhibition aimed to get the visitors acquainted with some of the protagonists of the Halloween 
night from a biological perspective.  
_Live reptiles (Casa Albastră/Blue House, 1-12.2015): organized together with Ștefan Steinhubel, the 
exhibition presented various species of reptiles, most of them of exotic provenance. 

b Online exhibitions:  
_120 years since the opening of the Museum of Natural History in Sibiu 
http://www.brukenthalmuseum.ro/index2.php/virtuale/expo_2 
 

2. Natural history events organized and/or hosted by Brukenthal National Museum  
_Earth Hour 2015 (Brukenthal National Museum: all locations, 28.03): as in every year, Brukenthal National 
Museum joins in the Earth Hour campaign – the biggest voluntary action for the environment in the entire 
                                                
* Brukenthal National Museum / Muzeul Naţional Brukenthal, dana.hrib@brukenthalmuseum.ro 
1  The short descriptions of temporary exhibitions are selected from the texts given by the curators for public 
information.  
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history, involving 2 billion people. A simple gesture like turning off the lights is the first step in saving 
natural resources and preventing environmental degradation. 
_Conference: Homeopathy – Perpetual News (Casa Albastră/Blue House, Multimedia Room (7-9.05): 
annually organized by the Homeopathy Medical Association of Timisoara, the 2015 international  
conference was dedicated to the celebration of 260 year since Samuel Hahnemann`s birth, to the 20 year 
celebration of Alonissos International Academy of Classic Homeopathy and to the International Homeopathy 
Day- 10th of May. 
_“120 years since the opening of the Museum of Natural History: 1895-2015” commemorative envelope and 
stamp launching (Museum of Natural History, 12.05): event organized together with the Philatelists 
Association (Sibiu County). 
_The Anniversary Symposium “120 years since the opening of the Museum of Natural History” (Museum of 
Natural History, 12 – 13.05): organized by Brukenthal National Museum through the Museum of Natural 
History and Arbeitskreis für Siebenbürgische Landeskunde Heidelberg e.V. (Germany), Sektion 
Naturwissenschaften, the symposium was held on the origins and emergence of collections of the Museum of 
Natural History, also including field trips.  
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