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During the lron Age, Macedonia was far more open to north influence 
and contacts than to the southern ones. This results mostly from the great 
ethno-cul tura l  movements at the end of the Bronze Age and at the begining 
of  the lron Age. As we want  to get a panoramic view o n  the real  character 
of the community relations in the north of Macedonia we have to start with 
the transit ional period. At the same t ime, i t  is necessary to briefly review the 

recent and sti l l  unpublished finds in  R. of Macedonia, along the Vardar Val ley 
for greater accuracy. 

The last three centuries of the second mi l lenium B.C. l i nked through 
the complex ethno-cul tura l  movements with in  frame of the so-cal led Great Aegean 
Migrat ions. A great deal of them are traced through the R. of Macedonia 
main ly along the Vardar Val ley as central comunication area. Even i f  there 
a re a lot  of wri t ten material, there st i l l  are many unsolved problems and their 
solut ions are often searched against the lack of the archeological finds within 
the terri tory of R. of Macedonia. Meanwhi le, such an emptiness gives r ise to 
various speculat ions, speaking about the influences of the Central-European,  
Panono-Danubian, l l l i rian cultures and o thers too in Macedonia. For instance 
the vers ion of  the so-ca l led Lausitz culture in  Macedonia and the l l l i risa tion 
of Macedonia has been used a lot .  

Great at tent ion has been paid to them, a l though not even a si ngle find 
has been discovered a long the Vardar Val ley which can be connected wi th the 
Lausitz or l l l i r ian conquerors from the north. Actually somme of the finds, 
ma in ly jewelry of Centra l-European origin appeared as new forms in  Macedonia.  
But ,  they are regularly connected with the West- North Balkan elements. The 
Liburnians cou ld be their possible i ntroducers, over the Adriatic See, through 
South-East Albania, along the later Via Egnatia l ine, but not along the Vardar 
comunication. The archeological panorama of the transi tional period of the 
Vardar Valley is quite differen t. 

After the latest d iscoveries of some necropolises from the transi tional 
period a long the Vardar Valley (Klucka, Hipodrom and Kosur, Dolno Sonje 
near Skopje; Vodovratski Pat, Vodovrat i  and Dimov Grob, Ulanci near Gradsko; 
West Necropolis, Stobi and Palaio Gynaikokastro near Kilkis) the fol lowing conclusion 
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bas become evident1>. In the course of the transitional period, i t  sti l l  has been 
practised urn cremations, as a tradi t ional value of the Bronze Age. On the 
other hand, gradually skeleton burial has been introduced, not as a consequence 

of  the ethnic penetrations from the north, but as a result of transformation 
with in  the late Mycenaean infl uences. 

At the vil lages of Vodovrati, Ulanci and Dolno Sonje bigger organ ized 
necropolisis wi th p i t  and cist graves have been d iscovered ( Phot. 1 )2>. The 
dead o nes were flexed and West/Eastwards oriented direction. Among the materiaJ, 
armour has not been found. The most numerous pieces are included in the 
pottery, mainly local,  but under s trong Aegean infl uences . Such are the local 
mat painted vessels (fig. 1 . 1 -3), well known at the levels of the Late Bronze 
Age and Transi tional period within the settlements i n  the Low Vardar Valley 
or  the more indicative local Mycenaean vasses (fig. 1 .4-7)3). 

These necropol ises, basically are very simi lar to some Sub- mycenaean 
necropolises in Greece4>. So, we can conclude that the introduction of the 
skeleton way of burring was caused by the longwhile and s trong Aegean influences, 
special ly after the colapse of the Mycenaean civilisation. 

At the end of the Bronze Age, the Vardar Valley was widely opened 

and conected with the Late Mycenaean World. So, after the colapse of Mycenaean 
civil isation some of the Mycenaean benefits were accepted and went  on l iving 
in this area, by the community, which did not involved destructive process. 
According to th is, the first way of m igrations coresponding to Mycenaean I I I  
B/C 1 period (After Milojcic) didn't leave any significant consecuences in Macedonia. 

Along the Vardar Val ley the remains of the war period have not been d iscovered. 
On the contrary, it bas been found a stable culture firmly based on ul.e tradi tional 
values of  the Bronze Age and on the benefits of the Late and Sub-mycenaean 
culture. The events at the end of the 13-th century didn't breake these relations 
with Aegea. This was done by the destroyers of the Bronze Age settlements 
in the Low Vardar Valley, during the later waves of migrations mostly. The 
total stagnation and evident Balkanisations of the Iron Age in Macedon ia, specially 
along the Vardar river resu lted from the consequences of these migrations, 
coresponding to the end of Sub-mycenaean period in  Greece5>. 

Doubtlessly there were several successive waves, moving from north along 

the valleys of  Morava and Vardar to south. They are recorded by the several 
burned levels, mainly of the settlement of Kastanas V, or in the Burnt Levels 
of Vardaroftsa and Vard ina6>. These invasions caused the final destruction of 
the Bronze Age settlements i n  the Low Vardar Val ley. After that ,  many new 
forms from north were accepted and they were to play an important part i n  
the physiognomy of the new lron Age cu lture in Macedonia. 
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I n  the late years, some new archaeological s ites were d iscovered along 
the Vardar river, which in some way can be connected with these waves of 
migrations. Among them, the most important is the necropol is with urn cremat io ns 

by the Hipodrom, near Skopje, excavated in 1989/19907>. 
A small  part of this necropolis, only 1 1  graves, is examined. The cremation 

remai ns were put  into bigger urns-vessels, covered with other wide opened bowls. 
The urns were dug into shallow pits and surrounded with circle protective construction 

mode of  river stones (Phot.2). There are some different  forms of urn and lids 
(fig. 2. 1 -7). The most frequent among them are the biconical urn with  withdrawn 

edge and 4 handles on the shalders and bowls with 2 vertical handles .  
Among the most important finds from Hipodrom we take separately the 

teeth of wi ld boar, wich are worked out in such a way to form a helmet 
of the famous mycenaean type. At the same time, we have to make a distinction 
from the vessels of the type of the small globular kantharoi ,  decorated wi th 
engraving and wh ite incrustration (Phot.3). A particular cathegory of finds is 
the pottery decorated with flut ings (fig. 3 . 1 -7). Among them, the dishes with 
so-cal led turban dish rim are predominant. Because of such combination of finds, 
this necropolis can be dated in 12-th eventualy 1 1 -th century B.C., right on 
the time of the dcstroyers penetration of the destroyers to the Bronze Age 
settlements along Low Vardar Va lley (Vardaroftsa, Vrdina, Kastanas and so 

on)8> . 
As a new material wich can be conected with the northern conquerors 

and with  burtlt levels at the mentioned sites, very often the fluted pottery 

is pointed out as new materia ls. Their trace can be clearly followed from north, 
along the Morava Val ley (through the Mediana Il) and in the Vardar Val ley 
(through the Hipodrom near Skopje and West Necropolis in Stobi). Apart from 
the Morava Vardar comun ication arca this kind of pottery is not found.  

Talking about the identification of the northern conquerors the traditional 
relations between the Low Danubian region and Macedonia seems very important.  
Some elements of the pottery from Hipodrom reveal of simi lari ties with a certain 

form of  vessels from the Danubian region in the Late Bronze Age. Many finds 
of  ceramics with i ncrustration, most of them Low Vardar Val ley or  from the 
Eastern parts of Greek Macedonia, speak about close relationship between Macedonia 
and Danube in  the Late Bronze Age9) . The kantharoi with incrustrat ion from 
Hipodrom only confirms these contacts in the transi tional period. It  is possible 

that the bearers of the fai rly aimed at incrusted pottery and their neighbours 
make these movements south. Probably sands as they weakened or already destroyed 
centres of ţhe Mycenaean civi lisation, with wh ich in the previous period they 
had close connections. To support the above mentioned facts some typical Dan ubian 
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objects i n  the Sub-Mycenaean or protogeometric necropolisis in the Greece can 

be pointed out10). So, we can accept that for the reason of the big demografic 
increase, after previous economic prosperity, in the course of 12-th century 
the Low Danubian communit ies began to migrate to various d i rections. Some 
of them chose the way to the South along Morava and Vardar and the others 
to Asia Minor and Troy VII B 2. This conclusion comes out from the s imilari ties 
between Hipodrom, material Westwards and Simnice-Plovdiv-Cerkovna group, 
Eastwards· 

Consequences of  these migrations wil l  be experienced for a long time, 
special ly along the Vardar River or in the territory of the Paeonian t ribes. 
There, even in the course of the 8-th century, real Iron Age culture wil l  be 
s table. Tberewith,  on the accont  of the contacts with Aegea, connection with  
northern cultures bas  been forced. I t  is obvious, the previous migrations traced 
the way and at the same time opened wide possibil it ies for a firm connection 
between Paeonian and Tribalian communities. 

As to the materials of Iron Age culture the Paeonian territory there 
are numerous forms of Balkan origin, connecting Macedonia with the region 
between Morava and Iskara R iver on the north, over the sites l ike S uva Reka 
and Vlastica (in the East Kosovo) Macedonian and Vrtiste (in the Morava 
Val ley) Zlotska Pecina and Zajecar ( in the East Serbia) to Darzanica, Altimir, 
Beii Izvor, Krivodo l  and so on ( in the North/West Bulgaria) . 

Regarding the Iron Age ceramics from the Vardar and Bregalni tsa Valley, 
a special position is taken by the vessels similar to the Central Balkan pottery, 
up to the Danube to the north. Decoration exeeds in vertical and oblique 
grooves, but also triangles, rhombus and other l inear motifs dane with engraving 
and pseudo-shnur,  (fig. 4.1 -7). The technique and motifs as wel l  known as the 
so cal led cu/ture of incrusted ceramics. The jewelry displays many forms with  

parallels i n  the same direct ion to  North. Among the bow fibulae from the 
territory of Paeonian tribes we meet the same forms known from S uva Reka­

Siroko, Vlastica, Macedonian, Rudovci, Zajecar, Darzanica and so on (fig. 5 . 1 -7) 1 1) . 
On the other hand, i t  should not be forgoten that the most numerous Macedonian 

types of  jewelry i n  Balkan area are found just here. We mention only the fibulae, 
wel l  known as an early type with a square saddle-shaped foo t  most of them 
found in North-West Bulgaria (Altamir, Beii Izvor, Lam and so on) 12). Also, 
i n  Vrtiste, near Nis some bronze pendants and triple buttons of Low Vardar 
origin were found. 

Some of the most popular products from the region between Morava 
and Iskara belong obviously the jewelry forms worked out  in the characterist ical 
openwork decorat ive s tyle. Among them the best known are the so cal led openwork 
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balts. Their spreading to South leads us through the Morava Valley (Vrtise) and 
East Kosovo (Karagac) to the Vardar Valley and Paeonian territory (Vuci Doi, 
Veles, Dedeli and Vinica) (fig. 5. 1 -5)13>as 

·
well. 

Among the Morava - Vardar communication ways there were not only transported 
ready made products for exchange, but also ideas for local production. For example, 
owing to the great economic power and developed metalurgy, the South-Paeonian 
communities produced different bronze objects, according to ideas from outside 
their territory. So, the characteristic decorative style from the North-West Bulgaria 
bas been of special inspiration. In a female grave from Dedeli necropolis, near 
Valandovo an interesting bronze pendant is found14). It is worked out and decorated 

in the same style, with the same elements as the famous forehead horse ornament 
from Sofronievo and Zlot (fig. 5.6). More information bring the composed pendants 
from the necropolisis near Gevgelia (Suva Reka, Milci and Bohemitsa) (fig. 5.7- 1 1) .  
Their artistic value brings us back into the Late Bronze Age in the Low Danubian 

area. There, are well known similar forms shown on the anthropomorphic figures 
from the cu/ture of incrusted ceramics 15>. 

As a conclusion we can say that the northern elements in the lron Age 
culture in  Macedonia are the result of the long-termed and clase connections 
with the communities from the Central Balkan region, up to the Danube northwards. 
By far this connection was the result of the migration processes in the frame 
of the so-called Great Aegean Migrations from the 12-th and the 1 1-th century 
B.C. But, the traditional references and kinship of ali tribes between Danube and 
Aegean See, related to the common so-called Danubian-Balkanic Complex of Early 
Bronze Age, must not be forgoten16>. 
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Phot.l The Cemetery "Dimov Grab" Portal , Ulanci near Gradsko 

Pbot.2 A Grave of the Cemetery "Kiucka-Hipodrom" near Skopje 
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Pbot.3 The Globular Kantharoi with white Incrustration from "Klucka-Hipodrom" near Skopje 
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Fig.l Characteristic types of vessels from the cemeteries of the Transi tional period 

along the Vardar Valley: 1 ,3,4 Dimov Grob, Ulanci near Gradsko; 2,5 Vodovratski Pat, 

Vodovrati near gradsko; 6 De mir Kaplija; 7 Ko�ur, Doina Sonje near Skopje S= 1:2 
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Fig.2 S,ome basic forms of urns and lids from the cemetery Klucka - Hipodrom near  
Skopje' S=1:4 
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Fig.J Some finds of grooved-canelated ware from Klucka-Hipodrom, near Skopje 

S= 1:3 
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Fig.4 Some Early Iron Age vessels from various cemeteries: 1 ,2 Sudic near �tip; 3,4,5 
Dabici, Sopot near Veles; 6,7 Du bice, Vucidol near Skopje S;= 1 :3 
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Fig.S Some Early Iron Age fibulae from various cemeteries: 1 Orlova Cuka, Star 
Karaorman near Stip;  2 Kunovo Cuki, Orizari near Kocani ;  3,7 Milici near Gevgel ija; 4 
D u  bice, Volkovo (Vucidol) near Skopje); 5,6 dedeli near Valandovo 
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Fig.6 openwork balts from: 1 Dubice, Volkovo (Vucidol) near Skopje; 2 Leski  near 
Vinica; 3,4 Veles (In Benaki M useum); 5 Dedeli near Valandovo. Bronze from the Low 
group :  6 Dedeli near Valandovo; 7,10 Suva Reka near Gevgelija; 1 1  M ilci near Gev­
gelija; 8,9 Bohemitsa 
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