MODELE DE LOCUINTE SI SANCTUARE ENEOLITICE *

Done SERBANESCU

Sapaturile arheologice efectuate in arealul civilizatiilor Boian si Gumelnita au scos
la lumina modele de locuinte si sanctuare, din care unele s-au bucurat de o atentie deosebita.
Dintre acestea amintim cunoscutul model de sanctuar descoperit in agezarea tell de pe
Ostrovelul de la Ciscioarele', precum si modelul de sanctuar descoperit la Aldeni, judetul
Buzau’®

in colectiile Muzeului de arheologie din oragul Oltenita se afli mai multe modele
de locuinte si sanctuare eneolitice, intregi sau fragmentare, majoritatea rezultate din sondaje
sau sapaturi arheologice sistematice, care au ramas inedite. In rindurile ce urmeaza ne-am
propus sa prezentim cdteva piese, intregi sau restaurate integral sau partial, precum si altele
in stare fragmentara, care totusi, cu toata stilizarea lor, ne pot sugera imaginea reald a
constructiilor pe care le reprezintd. Modelele pe care le prezentam apartin fazei de tranzitie
de la civilizatia Boian la Gumelnita, etapele Spantov si Gumelnita A , precum si fazei
Gumelnita A, a civilizatiei Gumelnita.

1. Model de locuintd, fragmentar, inv. 12143, descoperit in mod intdmplator in
cunoscuta asezare neolitici din punctul Ma/ul Bulicoaia de la Spantov® de profesorul de
istorie Tudor Stefan care a donat piesa Muzeului din Oltenita in anul 1986. Modelul de
locuintd, cu lungimea actuala de 10,7cm, latimea bazei de 5,7 cm, latimea maxima de 8,6
cm, iar inaltimea de 9 cm, este de forma paralelipipedici, cu peretii longitudinali inclinati
spre exterior si cu acoperisul in doud pante. Pe pantele acoperisului sunt doud dreptunghiuri
scobite, care dupi unii cercetatori ar reprezenta greutati pentru fixarea acoperisului* Peretii
longitudinali ai locuintei sunt decorati in exterior cu linii incizate in zig-zag, decor care il
intdlnim frecvent si pe ceramica. Intrarea in locuinta se facea pe latura ingusta, intrare care
are forma circulard, pentru ca apoi interiorul locuintei sa ia formd pentagonala (Fig. 2/2; 3/
4). Modelul avea probabil doua intrdri, opuse, situate pe axul lung. Dimensiunea latimii
maxime a modelului se apropie de dimensiunea iniltimii. Modelul de locuinta care il
prezentimisi giseste analogii, ca formasi decor, intr-un exemplar descoperit tot in asezarea
neolitica de la Spantov, in timpul campaniei arheologice din anul 19525 El apartine etapei
Spantov a fazei de tranzitie de la civilizatia Boian la Gumelnita.

2. Model de locuinti, fragmentar, inv. 814, descoperit tot in asearea neoliticd din
punctul Malul Bulicoaia de la Spantov. El a fost scos la lumina in urma unor sipaturi de
salvare efectuate de B. Ionescu in anul 1958, continuate in anul urmator de S. Morintz si C.
Preda® Modelul are forma paralelipipedici, cu lungimea pastrata de 10,5 cm, latimea de
5,6 cm, iar inaltimea de 6,2 cm. Intrarea in locuinti se facea pe laturile inguste. Piesa este
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lucrata din pasta grosierd cu cioburi pisate si mici pietricele in compozitie, netezita superficial
la exterior, arsd la brun caramiziu. Peretii longitudinali sunt verticali si au indltimea de 4
cm. Acestia, la distante relativ egale, sunt strabatuti de nervuri verticale, care dupa parerea
noastra reprezint stal piide sustinere ai acoperisului locuintei. Distanta dintre stalpi este de
3 cm. Intrarea in locuintd este de forma aproximativ dreptunghiulard, cu partea de sus boltita.
Acoperisul format din doui pante are panta din stinga neteda, iar pe panta din partea dreapta
sunt nervuri asezate oblic, care probabil reprezinta bimele de fixare a invelitorii casei,
formata din paie sau stuf. Ca elemente decorative reprezentate pe model, in afara de stilpii
ixparengi, retinem ca injurul intrdrii de pe latura scurtd, n exterior se afla o bordura in relief.
In dreptul frontonului, muchea casei este stirbita si astfel nu ne putem da seama daca pe
fronton se aflau redati capriorii locuintei sau era reprezentat un alt element decorativ (fig. 2/
1; 3/2).

3. Model de locuinti descoperit in tell-ul neolitic de pe ostrovul numit Ghergheliul
Mare de la Vladiceasca in anul 1974, intr-o locuinta din nivelul GumelnitaA , inv. 10.791.
Modelul este lucrat dintr-o pastd grosierd, cu barbotind la exterior, la baza usor lustruit, ars
la cirimiziu. Dimensiunile modelului: lungimea 20 cm, litimea 6,5 cm - 7,4 cm - 8,4 cm,
inaltimea peretilor longitudinali 5 - 5,5 cm, inaltimea modelului locuintei 8,2 cm. Modelul
de locuinti are doua intrdri situate pe laturile inguste. Baza modelului este dreptunghiulara,
iar peretii sunt verticali. Peretii longitudinali se arcuiesc insd la mijloc spre exterior, astfel
cd in aceastd zond modelul are latimea maxima. Intrarea in locuinti are forma pentagonala.
Ca elemente decorative mentionam cd frontonul este usor reliefat, iar marginile frontonului
si creasta acoperisului sunt decorate cu un brau in relief alveolat (fig. 1/2; 3/3).

4. Model de locuintd, inv. 8.838, descoperit in tell-ul de pe ostrovul Gherghelaul
Mare de la Vladiceasca, in nivelul atribuit etapei Gumelnita A| a fazei de tranzitie de la
civilizatia Boian la Gumelnita. Modelul este lucrat destul de neglijent, dintr-o pasti grosiera
cu cioburi pisate si nisip cu bobul mare in compozitie, ars la gilbui-carimiziu. Lungimea
piesei este de 19 cm, litimea 5,5 cm, iar indltimea 6 cm. Modelul de locuinti a fost stilizat
la maxim, asftel ca in plan este rectangular, dar in sectiune transversala are forma aproape
triunghiulard. Intrarile in locuinta sunt pe laturile inguste si au forma ovala ( fig. 1/1; 3/1).

5. Model de locuinta-sanctuar descoperit in asezarea neolitica de la Izvoarele, comuna
Hotarele, judetul Giurgiu. Asezarea se afla pe un bot de deal de pe versantul de nord al Viii
Coscova lacirca300 m vest dessat. Punctul este numit de localnici Fintdnicasau Fintanelele.
In anul 1961 cercetatorul Eugen Comsa a efectuat aici citeva sondaje, cu care prilej a stabilit
stratigrafia agezarii’ In anul 1966 in toati zona s-au ficut lucriri de terasare pentru a se
planta vita-de-vie, cu care prilej a fost distrusa o bund parte din agezare. Mai multe piese
descoperite cu acest prilej au ajuns in colectia scolii din localitate, pentru ca apoi unele
dintre ele sd fie cedate Muzeului din orasul Oltenita. Mai tarziu, cu prilejul constituirii
patrimoniului Muzeului National de Istorie a Rominiei, piesa a fost luati de acest muzeu®

Modelul de locuinti-sanctuar pe care il prezentim a fost lucrat din lut, din pasta
bine aleasi, lustruit total, ars la brun-roscat. Pe un piedestalscund, de forma dreptunghiulara,
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este ridicat modelul de locuintd, care are peretii verticali, iar acoperisul in doud pante. Pe
peretele din partea dreapta modelul are o fereastra de forma ovald, despartita de usa de
intrare printr-un stalp de colt. Dimensiunile modelului: indltime 11 cm, latime 9 cm, lungime
9,5 cm. Piesa apartine civilizatiei Gumelnita, faza A, (fig. 3/6).

6. Modelul de sanctuar descoperit in cunoscuta asezare eneolitici din punctul Malul
Rosu de la Sultana, comuna Manastirea, in timpul campaniei arheologice din anul 1982 de
catre C. Isacescu, pe atunci muzeograf la Muzeul National de Istorie a Rominiei si de
regretatul nostru coleg C. Hilcescu. In sectiunea a IX- -a, trasatad in partea de sud-vest a
asezarii®, 1n caroul unu, intr-o zoni ce unna sa se prabuseasci in urma cresterii nivelului
apelor lezerului Mostistea si a eroziunilor, la adincimea de un metru, a fost descoperit un
complex arheologic, care, dupa descrierea colegilor mai sus amintiti, nu putea fi decit un
edificiu destinat cultului. Uimit de multimea vaselor de lut sparte pe loc, precum si de
existenta unei vetre deosebitia de cele intilnite pana atunci, C. Halcescu, cel care a condus
cercetdrile in acest sector, era convins ci se afla in fata unui cuptor. De fapt, intregul material
arheologic recoltat din acest complex, a fost marcat ca provenind din cuptor. C. Isicescu,
care a fost de fata la cercetarea edificiului, ne-a relatat ci de fapt nu era un cuptor ci o vatra
deosebita, care avea o gardina mai inalta decat cele obisnuite. Din jurul vetrei au fost adunate,
pe linga fragmentele de vase, mai multe fragmente ceramice cu orificii circulare, pe care
descoperitorul le-a considerat ca provin de la placa de reverberatie a cuptorului. Printre
aceste fragmente ceramice deosebite, au fost descoperite obiecte de podoaba, unele dintre
ele fiind din aur'®. Ajunse la muzeu, fragmentele ceramice cu orificii circulare ne-au atras
atentia si dupa sortarea intregului material, care se afla in mai multe 1azi, reusindu-se si se
restaureze modelul de sanctuar pa care il prezentim mai jos (fig. 2/4; 4/2)

Modelul de sanctuar este lucrat din lut, amestecat cu nisip cu bobul mare si cu
cioburi pisate, netezit sumar la exterior, ars la rosu-carimiziu. Dimensiunile: lungimea 32
cm, latimea la baza 17 cm, litimea maxima 27,5 cm, iar inaltimea 21 cm. Modelul de
sanctuar are peretii grosi si este deschis in partea de jos. Laturile longitudinale, inalte de
12,5 cm, sunt usor inclinate spre exterior si convexe spre centru, astfel ca in aceasta zona
sanctuarul este mai lat la baza. Laturile lungi sunt perforate fiecare cu cite trei orificii
circulare, cu diametre intre 4,5 - 5 cm. Laturile inguste au forma pentagonala, una fiind
strabatuta de trei orificii circulare, iar cealalta de doua orificii. Orificiile de pe laturile inguste
au diametrul mai mic decat diametrul orificiilor de pe laturile lungi. In jurul orificiilor de pe
laturile inguste se observd urme de vopsea alba, dovada incontestabila ci initial modelul de
sanctuar a fost decorat cu picturi, probabil cu un motiv spiralic.

Acoperisul in doud pante, are pe fiecare parte cite trei orificii dispuse longitudinal,
cu diametre intre 4 si 5 cm. Cele doua frontoane ale modelului sunt decorate cu cite doua
proeminente, stirbite din vechime, care dupa parerea noastra reprezentau coarne de cult si
nu capete de capriori. Daca consideram ci intrarea in sanctuar se ficea pe laturile inguste,
trebuie si constatim ca orificiile de pe aceste laturi au diametrul mai mic (1,8 - 2,5 cm) si
sunt situate la oarecare iniltime fatd de baza, deci accesul in sanctuar se facea cu oarecare
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greutate. Modelul reproduce caracteristicile generale ale constructiei originale i in acest
caz trebuie si admitem cd accesul in sanctuar, pentru a veni n contact cu divinitatile si a le
aduce ofrande si jertfe, le era permis numai anumitor persoane initiate si anume samanilor
sau vracilor. Accesul acestora in sanctuar, se facea probabil in anumite perioade, in urma
unui ceremonial bine stabilit. Multitudinea orificiilor serveau, unele dintre ele pentru accesul
preotilor, iar altele erau destinate divinitatilor, dar asigurau si iluminatul si aerisirea. Credem
cd forma rotunda a ferestrelor si a intrarilor simbolizeazi Soarele, ipotezi ce poate fi sustinuta
si de decorul spiralic din jurul orificiilor de pe laturile inguste. Modelul de sanctuar, gasitin
imediata vecinatate a vetrei de cult, era folosit de preotul-saman in timpul ceremonialului
magico-religios, cind pe vatra erau arse ofrandele destinate divinitatilor. Obiectele de podoaba
gasite printre resturile modelului de sanctuar, sugereazi ci initial acestea au fost depuse de
vraci in modelul de sanctuar drept ofranda pentru epifania divinitatii (sau divinitatilor)
invocate pentru a-i castiga bunivointa. Analogii apropiate pentru modelul de sanctuar de la
Sultana se intilnesc in arealul civilizatiei Gumelnita de la sud de Dunidre. Un model de
sanctuar asemanitor se afld in colectiile Muzeului din Sofia (inv. 1.307) apropiat ca
dimensiuni (20 cm inaltime) si formd, caruia 1i lipsesc insa orificiile din acoperis. El a fost
descoperit in tell-ul de la Kodjadermen, regiunea Sumen. Piesa este decorati in exterior cu
spirale realizate prin incizie'' Un alt exemplar etajat, de dimensiuni mai mari a fost descoperit
in tell-ul neolitic de la Russe'? In aria civilizatiei Cucuteni, la Costesti din Republica
Moldova, a fost descoperit un model de sanctuar, cu intrarea pe latura ingusta de forma
dreptunghiulara’

Incadrarea cronologicd a modelului de sanctuar de la Sultana o facem cu oarecare
dificultate, deoarece ne lipsesc profilele intocmite de cercetatorii amintiti.

C. Isdscescu in descrierea stratigrafiei asezdrii nu precizeazi grosimea nivelului
fazei Gumelnita B, (Jilava) in sectorul cercetat', dar in text am retinut ci la adincimea de
1,10 m se afla limita superioara a nivelului fazei Gumelnita A, Deoarece in ceramica
recoltati din edificiul de cult de la Sultana nu am gisit forme caracteristice fazei Gumelnita
B, (Jilava), modelul de sanctuar se incadreazi in etapa tarzie a fazei Gumelnita A,

7. Pe Magura Gumelnita din apropierea orasului Oltenita, incd din anul 1925,
sapaturile arheologice au scos la lumina fragmente din postamente de modele de sanctuar
cu orificii circulare'® Prin sondajele practicate de B. Ionescu pe Magura Gumelnita intre
anii 1958-1970, au fost recoltate mai multe fragmente de acest fel (fig. 4/3), dar si fragmente
din locuinte miniaturale, care faceau parte din modele de sanctuar etajate. Intr-un astfel de
sondaj, efectuat in zona fostului post graniceresc, la o adincime de 1,20 m deci in nivelul
GumelnitaA," , a fost descoperit un model de sanctuar etajat, in stare fragmentara. Modelului
de sanctuar ii lipsea cea mai mare parte din soclu, acoperisul casutelor din ultimul nivel,
precum si o parte din lungime, care nu a mai putut fi reconstituita. Se pastra doar o laturi a
modelului de sanctuar si cinci casute intregi, care se indltau pe trei nivele deasupra soclului.
Avind la dispozitie mai multe fragmente de soclu si fragmente de acoperis de la alte modele
de sanctuar de acelasi tip, s-a putut trece la restaurarea partiala a piesei (fig. 2/3; 4/1).

235

Www.cimec.ro



Modelul sanctuarului etajat este format dintr-o bazi piedestal sau soclu, continuati
de trei nivele de locuinte. in'”lltimea totala a modelului este de 28 cm, lungimea actuali 25
cm, iar latimea de 8 cm. Plesa a fost modelata dintr-o pasta grosierd, cu nisip, pietricele si
cioburi plsate in compoziie si este ars la rogu-caramiziu. Casi modelul de sanctuar descoperlt
in tell-ul de pe Ostrovelul din mi ijlocul lacului Cifalui de la Ciscioarele ® , piesa descoperita
la Gumelnita are doua parti componente: un soclu sau piedestal inalt de 12 cm, iar a doua
parte este constituitd din cisutele etajate pe trei nivele sustinute de soclu. In plan vertical
unele cisute au forma aproape rombica, altele pentagonala sau semiovald, cu peretii comuni
si acoperisul ultimului nivel de locuinte in doud pante. Locuintele au iniltimea de circa 7
cm, li{imea de 6 cm i lungimea de 8 cm. Fiecare locuinta are cite doud intrri simple, fara
elemente decorative de arhitectura. Casutele de pe ultimul nivel, au fiecare deasupra
acoperisului, pe frontoane, in fata intrarilor cite doua protuberante ascutite, care sunt coame
de cult si nu extremittile intrepatrunse ale unor capriori de acoperis. Piedestalul sau soclul,
pe care sunt asezate cisutele, are forma unui paralelipiped, gol in interior si deschis la
partea inferioard. Indltimea sa este de 12 cm si reprezintd o treime din iniltimea totald a
modelului. Piedestalul este perforat pe ambele fete de orificii circulare, dispuse pe un rind,
cu diametrul de 2,5 cm. Orificiile celor doua fete corespund intre ele. Pe partile laterale, la
acest tip de sanctuar, s-ar putea si fi fost o intrare mare cu boltd, asa cum putem constata pe
un piedestal fragmentar descoperit tot la Gumelnita in aceeasi zoni (fig. 4/3). Perforirile
circulare par si fi avutrol de iluminare, aerisire si poate chiar de intrare in locuinta. Modelul
de sanctuar descoperit pe Magura Gumelnita, prin caracteristicile sale, si anume un piedestal
cu ferestre si intriri laterale se apropie de modelul descoperit la Cascioarele si il considerim
o varianti a acestui tip'* . Avind in vedere toate elementele ce le intruneste acest model si
anume locuintele cu doua intriri situate pe axul longitudinal, agezarea etajata a locuintelor,
prezenta coamelor de cult, elemente decorative simbolice, cu toata stilizarea sa, credem ca
acesta nu reproduce imaginea unei simple locuinte, ci el este imaginea stilizati si idealizata
a unui edificiu de cult cu o structurd mai complicatd, un templu unde se putea celebra cultul.

Descoperirea modelului de sanctuar etajat de la Gumelnita ne aduce dovada ca si
aici au existat locuinte etajate, din care unele erau destinate cultului, asa cum s-au descoperit
in arealul aceleasi civilizatii la sud de Dunire la Obciarovo, Polianita sau Smjadovo®, sau
in arealul altor civilizatii eneolitice cum ar fi la Parta®® sau Brinzeni din Republica
Moldova®

Daca modelul de la Cascioarele, D-aia parte, nu ar reprezenta un templu idealizat,
imaginar, ci unul cét de cit aseminitor, redat la scard redusd, ar insemna cd acesta ar fi
trebuit sd aiba cel putin zece metri inaltime, dacd ludim ca medie in calcul 2,5 m pentru
fiecare nivel. Este posibil si fi existat o asemenea constructie monumentala ?; ipotet_ic
consideram ca da, mai ales daci ne indreptam privirea spre regiuni mai indepartate. In
Mesopotamia, intr-o perioada putin mai tirzie in timp, in perioada Obeid, apar constructii
civile si temple monumentale”> Templul Alb, inalt de 17,5, erainaltat pe o platfonind lunga
de 70 m, largd de 66 m si naltd de 13 m.
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Modele de sanctuar etajate se cunosc si in aria altor civilizatii, cum ar fi modelul
templului observator de la Rusestii Noi sau cunoscutul model etajat desoperit la
Rozsohuvatka, ambele descoperite in arealul culturii Cucuteni din Republica Moldova*
La sud de Dunire, in aria civilizatiei Boian, in tell-ul de la Polianita, au fost descoperite
doud modele de sanctuar, din care unul are trei nivele®

8. Modelul de sanctuar etajat, fragmentar, descoperit in asezarea din punctul D-aja
parte de la Cascioarele, punct situat pe botul de terasa aflat la circa 80 m nord de cunoscutul
tell de pe Ostrovelul din mijlocul lacului Catalui. Modelul de sanctuar a fost descoperit in
anul 1963, intr-unul din sondajele efectuate de B. Ionescu in acel loc. Din modelul de
sanctuar au ajuns la muzeu doar patru fragmente: o micd portiune din piedestal, doua
fragmente de acoperis de la doua cisute din nivelul superior, decorate cu coame de cult si un
fragment mai mare. Acesta péstreazd o mare parte dintr-o locuinta din primul nivel, doua
locuinte fragmentare din nivelul al doilea si o locuinti intreaga din nivelul al treilea, pe al
carei acoperis, deasupra frontoanelor ambelor intrari, se afld cite doud coame de cult (fig. 1/
3 a, 3b; 3/5). Dupa parerea noastra, in momentul descoperirii piesa a fost intreagd, deoarece
fragmentele descrise au sparturi recente. Modelul lucrat dintr-o pasta bine frimantata, cu
nisip, pietricele si cioburi pisate in compozitie, ars la rosu-carimiziu, este vopsit cu alb-
galbui pe toati suprafata. Litimeamodelului este de 8 cm, iar dimensiunile unei cisute sunt
de 6 cm ndltime si 5 cm latime. Ca si modelul de pe Magura Gumelnita, cu care se aseamana
pini la identitate, casuta pastratd din modelul de la Ciscioarele are doui intriri situate pe
axul lung. incadrarea cronologici a modelului de sanctuar de la D-aia parte o facem cu

oarecare rezerva, intrucit prin sapaturile efectuate de noi intre anii 1991-1996 in acest punct,
in sectiunile practicate nu am intalnit nivel gumelnitean mai recent de faza Gumelnita A .
Modelul de sanctuar pe Magura Gumelnita l-am atribuit fazei Gumelnita A, etapa tarzie. In
acest caz consideram cd, modelul de la Cascioarele nu poate apartine decit tot fazei Gumelnita
A,. Este posibil ca cercetirile viitoare ce se vor desfasurain partea de sud-vest a statiunii de
la D-aia parte , zond in care s-a descoperit modelul de sanctuar, sa identifice si un nivel de
locuire apartinind acestei faze.

Modelele de locuinte pe care le-am prezentat ne dau prenoase mformatu privind
caracteristicile construct,ulor din epoca eneoliticd, tipologia precum si destinatia modelelor
acestor constructii. Dacd modelele de locuinte redau fidel, la scara redusa, schematizat,
locuintele comunititilor eneolitice, atunci putem si tragem concluzia ci erau cel putin doud
tipuri de locuinte si anume: locuinte mai mici, dreptunghiulare, cu o incipere, cu o fereastra
laterala si o singura intrare, asa cum este ea reprezentatd de modelul descoperit la Izvoarele,
din faza Gumelmta A,

Al doilea’ tip |I reprezinti locuintele lungi, cu doud sau trei inciperi, cu doua intrari
situate pe axul lung, asa cum sunt reprezentate de modelele descoperite la Spantov si
Vlidiceasca. Mai este necesar si retinem unele detalii constructive, intilnite atit la modelul
de locuinta de la Vladiceasca, cit si pe modelul de sanctuar de la Sultana, si anume arcuirea
in afara, in partea de mijloc a peretilor longitudinali, precum si inclinarea lor in afari ca la
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modelele de la Spantov si Sultana. Locuintele erau decorate in exterior cu motive omamentale
in relief (Vladiceasca, Spantov), sau intregul edificiu era vopsit cu alb-gilbui (Cascioarele),
galben, rosu sau roz?

Modelele de locuinti erau folosite in unele ritualuri magico-religioase, fara s fi
fost insd sediul divinitatilor sau epifaniilor lor.

Am considerat modele de sanctuar sau machete ale acestora acele reprezentiri de
constructii, care au aspect monumental si sunt decorate cu simboluri. Un prim tip este
reprezentat de modele de sanctuar descoperite pe Magura Gumelnita de la Oltenita si modelul
fragmentar de la Cascioarele din punctul D-asa parte. Acestea, dupa parerea noastra, repezinta
constructii reale redate idealizatsi foarte stilizat. Ele aveau o multitudine de intréri pentru
a imbia divinitatile si epifaniile lor sa intre in ele, iar pe de alti parte sunt impodobite cu
simboluri, coame de cult, semn al puterii divine, al fertilitatii.

Un alt tip de sanctuar existent in eneolitic este reprezentat de modelul descoperit in
tell-ul din punctul Malul Rogu de la Sultana. Acesta reprezintd mai realist, la scard redusa,
0 anumiti categorie de sanctuare, cu un singur nivel, dar care putea si aiba doua incaperi
interioare, deoarece are intrari pe ambele laturi inguste. Numeroasele-i intrari de forma
circulara sunt destinate divinitatilor, iar coamele de cult, a ciror existentd o presupunem pe
frontoane si decorul spiralic sunt suficiente dovezi, care atestd cd purtitorii civilzatiei
Gumelnita practicau Cultul Taurului si erau adoratori ai Soarelui, credinte religioase practicate
de crescitorii de vite si cultivatorii de plante.

Modelele de sanctuare aveau un rol important in timpul ceremonialului magico-
religios. Majoritatea exemplarelor cunoscute s-au descoperit in sanctuare. Ele erau oferite
caofrande divinititilor adorate pentru a le servi drept sediu lor, sau epifaniilor lor, iar induntrul
lor sacerdotii depuneau ofrande.

Toate aceste descoperiri inedite imbogatesc documentarea existenta cu privire la
obiectele destinate cultului, folosite in practicile magico-religioase de purtatorii civilizatiilor
Boian si Gumelnita, fumizindu-ne totodata date semnificative privind unele tipuri de
constructii, locuinte si sanctuare.

NOTE

* Comunicarec sustinuti la Sesiunea de comunicari stiintifice, editia a VIII-a, organizatid de Muzeul
Dunirii de Jos, Caldrasi, 13-15 octombrie 1995.

1. Hortensia Dumitrescu, Un modéle de sanctuaire découvert dans la station énéolithique de
Ciscioarele, Dacia N.S., XII, 1968, p. 381-394.

2. Gheorghe Stefan, Un nouveau modéle d"habitation de I’énéolithique valaque, fn Dacia, VII-VIII,
1937-1940, p. 93-96.

3. Sebastian Morintz, Sdpaturile de la Spantov. I. Asezarea neolitica, in Materiale, V, 1959, p- 163-
167; Materiale, VIII, 1962, p. 615-616.
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10. C. Hilcescu, Tezaurul de la Sultana, in Cultwd si civilizatie la Dundrea de Jos, XIII-XIV,
Cilarasi, 1995, p. 11-18.

11. Henrieta Teodorova, Eneolit Bolgarii, Sofia, 1979, p. 64-65, fig. 62.

12. Georgi Georgiev sl Nikola Anghelov, Raskopki na selistanata moghila do Russe prez 1950-

1953, In Izvestia-Institut, XXI, 1957 p. 58, fig. 20.

13. V. I. Markevici, Pozdne Tripolskie plemena sevemnoi Moldavii, Chiginau, 1981, p. 50, fig. 78/1.

14. C. Isiscescu op. cit., p. 27.

15. Tbidem, p. 41.

16. Vladimir Dumitrescu, Fouilles de Gumelnita, in Dacia, 11, 1925, p. 93, fig. 69/1-7.

17. Vladimir Dumitrescu, Gumeclnita. Sondajul stratigrafic din 1960, inSCIV, 17, 1, 1966, p. 56-57.

18. Hortensia Dumitrescu, op. eit., p. 380, fig. 41/a, b.

19. Ibidem, p. 381-394.

20. Henrieta Teodorova, op. cit., p. 52.

21. Gheorghe Lazarovici, Zoe Kalmar, Asezarea neolitic de la Parta, Comunicare sus{inutd la a
XXIII-a sesiune anuald de rapoarte privind cercetdrile arheologice din anul 1988, Sibiu, 17-18 martie 1989.
La Parta locuintele nr. 42 si nr. 43 erau etajate.

22.V. I. Markevici, op. cit., p. 35-36, fig. 44-45.

23. D. Berciu, La izvoarele istorier, Bucuresti, 1967. p. 179.

24. V. I. Markevici, op. cit., p. 37, fig. 46/1-2.

25. Henrieta Teodorova, op. cit., p. 22-23, fig. 22.

26. Ibidem, p. 52.

Www.cimec.ro



MODELS OF ENEOLITHICAL DWELLINGS AND SANCTUARIES

Archaeological excavations within Boian and Gumelnita areas brought to light
models of duelling and sanctuaries out of which some were received with special interest. It
is to be reminded the well-known model of sanctuary discovered at the tell settlement
called Ostrovelul at Ciscioarele' and the model of sanctuary discovered at Aldeni, Buziu
county’

The collections belonging to the Museum of Archaeology in Oltenita include several
undivided or fragmentary models of eneolithical dwellings and sanctuaries, most of them
are brought to light by organised archaeological tests or excavations and they are still new.
The following lines are to introduce several samples which are either complete or entirely
and partially restored together with other fragmentary samples that, in spite of their simplified
representation are still able to suggest the real image of the represented buildings. The
introduced models belong to the transitory stage of Boian civilisation to Gumelnita one, to
Spantov and Gumelnita A| stages as well as Gumelnita A, stage of Gumelnita civilisation.

1. Fragmentary model of dwelling - inv. no. 12.143 - discovered by chance within
the well-known Neolithical settlement at Malul Rosuspot in Spantov’ by the history professor
Teodor Stefan who donated the exhibit to the Museum in Oltenita in 1986. The model
dwelling is of parallelipipedic shape of the following dimensions: 10.7 cm present length,
5.7 cm width of basis, 8.6 cm maximum width, 9 cm height, the longitudinal walls are
inclined outwards and the roof is made of two slopes. On both parts of the roof there are two
carved rectangulars which, according to some researchers, would represent weights to fix
the roof * The longitudinal walls of the dwelling are adomed by zigzag incised lines on the
outside and we frequently meet this adomment on pottery as well. The entrance is located
on the narrow side and it is of circular shape on the outside, while on the inside it is of
pentagonal shape (Fig. 2/2, 3/4). It is probable that the model be provided with two entrances
placed at opposite sides on the long axis. The size of the maximum width is fairly close to
the size of the height. The model dwelling we are introducing is related as regards the form
and adormment to the sample also discovered within the Neolithical settlements at Spantov
during the archaeological excavations in 1952 ° It belongs to the Spantov stage of the
transitory stage from Boian to Gumelnita civilisations.

2. Fragmentary model of dwelling - inv. no. 814 - discovered within the Neolithic
settlement at Malul Bulicoaia spot in Spantov too. It was brought to light by salvation
excavations by B. Ionescu in 1958 and carried on by S. Morintz and C. Preda next year ¢
The model is of parallelipipedic shape of the following dimensions: preserved length of
10.5 cm, 5.6 cm width, 6.2 cm height. Entrance was assured on the narrow sides. The
exhibit is made of rough paste of mixed pebble and ground shards superficially smoothened
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on the outside, burmed to brown-brick shade. The longitudinal walls are vertical of 4 cm
height. At about equal distances they are pierced by vertical ribs which, by our own viewpoint,
represent the supporting pillars of the dwelling’s roof. The distance between pillars is of 3
cm. The entrance is of about rectangular shape with a vault at the upper part. The roof is
made of two slopes, the left one is smoothened while the right one is covered with slanting
ribs thatprobably stand for the fastening beams of the dwelling’s roof made of hay or rush.
As for the adomment printed on the model, besides the fake pillars, we notice that around
the entrance on the outside short part there is a carved out border. On the gable the edge of
the house is broken, therefore, we cannot state whether on this part of the house there were
the rafters represented or another adomment was shown (Fig. 2/1, 3/2).

3. Model of a dwelling discovered within the Neolithical tell on the eyot called
Gherghelaul Mare at Vladiceasca in 1974, within a settlement at Gumelnita A level - inv.
no. 10.791. The model is worked out of rough paste with slips on the outside and it is
slightly smoothened at the basis, bumt to brick shade. The dimensions of the model are : 20
cm length; 6.5 cm - 7.4 cm - 8.4 cm width, the height of the longitudinal walls as of 5 - 5.5
cm and the height of the model is of 8.2 cm. The model is provided with entrances on the
narrow sides. The basis of the model is rectangular and the walls are vertical. However, in
the middle, the longitudinal wall’s form and arch to the outside therefore, the maximum
width of the model is at this part.

The entrance is of pentagonal shape. As for adomment, we mention that the forepart is
slightly outlined while the edges and crest of the roof are adomed with an outlined celled
belt (Fig 1/2; 3/3).

4. Model of dwelling - inv. no. 8.838 - discovered at Gherghelaul Mare eyot at
Vladiceasca, within the level said to belong to GumelnitaA  stage of the transitory age from
Boian to Gumelnita civilisations. The model is worked out rather carelessly of rough paste
made of ground shards and sand pebbles burnt to yellow - brick shade. The length of exhibit
is of 19 cm, 5.5 cm width, and 6 cm height. This model was highly simplified, therefore its
plan projection is a rectangular but its transversal section is almost triangle. Entrances are of
oval shape and they are performed on the narrow sides (Fig. 1/1; 3/1).

5. Model of dwelled - sanctuary discovered within the Neolithical settlement
Izvoarele, at Hotarele village, Giurgiu county. The settlement is located on a hill slope, on
the northern part of the Coscova valley atabout300 m westwards of the village. The spot is
called Féntanicaor Fantineleleby the inhabitants. In 1961 the scientist Eugen Comsa made
several tests and he established the stratigraphy of the settlement’” In 1966 there were
levelling works made for vineyards’ plantations and a good part of the settlement was
destroyed. By this opportunity the several samples disclosed were inherited by the local
school’s collection as afterwards some of them were donated to the Museum of Oltenita.
Later on, by the opportunity of patrimony’s organisation at the Museum of National History
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of Romania, the exhibition was undertaken by the said museum® The model of dwelled-
sanctuary which we are introducing is made of worked out clay paste entirely polished
bumt to brown-reddish shade. The model of dwelling is set on a short pedestal of rectangular
shape and the walls are vertical with roof made of two slopes. The entrance is of pentagonal
shape. On the right wall there is an oval shaped window separated by the entrance door by
a comer pillar. The dimensions of the model are: 11 cm height, 9 cm width, 9.5 cm length.
The exhibit belongs to Gumelnita civilisation, Stage A, (Fig. 3/6).

6. Model of sanctuary disclosed within the well-known eneolithical settlement at
Malul Rosu, Sultana, Ministirea village during the archaeological excavations in
1982 by C. Isicescu - a specialist in muzeography at the Museum of National History of
Romania at the time - and by our late colleague C. Halcescu. Within section IX drawn in the
south-western part of the settlement ° in square 1 - an area that was supposed to cave in
because of the Mostistea Lake’s rising and of soil erosion at 1 m depth there was an
archaeological complex revealed which, according to the above mentioned colleagues’
opinion, could not be anything but a building designed for rites. C. Halcescu, the persons
who led the excavations within that section, was astonished at the multitude of broken clay
vassals and at the existence of a special hearth (Fig. 5) different from those met so far,
therefore, he was sure that the exhibit was actually an oven. As a matter of fact all
archaeological samples found within that complex were marked as coming out from the
oven. C. Isicescu, who was present when the building was studied, said that it was not
actually an oven but a special hearth supplied with a bit higher chime than the usual ones.
Around the hearth, besides parts of vessels, there were gathered several fragments of pottery
with circular orifices which were said o come from the reverberation plate of the oven.
Among these special fragments of pottery there were adoming samples disclosed and some
of them are made of gold '°. At the museum, the pottery fragments with circular orifices
draw our attention as soon as the material was sorted out from the boxes it was brought and
the model sanctuary was finally restored as it is introduced below (Fig. 2/4; 4/2).

The model sanctuary is made of clay mixed with sand pebbles and ground shards
slightly smoothened on the outside. The dimensions are: 32 cm length, 17 cm basis width,
27.5 cm maximum width, 21 cm height. The model sanctuary is thick-walled and opens at
the lower side. The longitudinal sides of 12.5 cm are slightly inclined outwards and convex
to the centre, thus the sanctuary is broader-based. The long sides are each pierced with three
circular orifices of 4.5 - 5 cm diameter. The narrow sides are of pentagonal shape and one of
them is pierced with three circular orifices while the other one with only two. The diameters
of the orifices on the narrow sides are smaller than the other orifices’ diameters on the other
sides. Around the narrow side’s orifices there can be noticed traces of white paint which is
an irrefutable proof for the fact that the model sanctuary was first adorned with paintings
representing an eventual spiral motif.
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The two-slopped roof is supplied with three oriffices set longitudinally on each
slope and their diameters vary between 4 - 5 cm. The two gables are each adomed with two
protuberances decayed by time which, according to our point of view, represented ritual
horns not rafter butts. Should we consider hat the entrance was provided on the narrow sides
we have to notice that the oriffices on these sides are of smaller' ° diameters (1.8 - 2.5 cm)
and they are pierced at a certain distance from the basis, thus the access to the sanctuary was
rather difficult. The model shows the general characteristics of the original building and his
time we have to admit that the access to the sanctuary was allowed only to certain initiated
persons, that is the shamans and the sorcerers, so that they could get offerings and sacrifices
to gods. Their access to the sanctuary must have been limited to certain times, i.e. the
opportunity of a well settled ritual. The big number of oriffices may be explained by the fact
that some of them were meant for priests’ access and and others for the gods, but also for
lighting and ventilation. We believe that the round shape of both windows and doors is
meant to symbolise the sun, and this hypothesis may be supported by the spiral adomment
around the orifices on the narrow sides. The model sanctuary next to the ritual hearth was
used by the shaman - priest during the magic - religious ritual, when there were offerings for
the gods bumt on hearth. The adoming exhibits found with the remains of the model sanctuary
suggest that they were first set within the model sanctuary by the sorcerer for offerings to
the gods’ epiphany to win their acceptance when they were invoked. Close analogies to the
model sanctuary from Sultana may be found within the Gumelnita area southwards to the
Danube. A similar model sanctuary belongs to the collection of the Museum in Sofia (inv.
no. 1.307) as it is almost of the same size (20 cm height) and shape, but it is provided with
no orifice into roof. It was discovered within the tell at Kodjadermen, Sumen area. The
exhibit is adorned on the outside with incised spiral motifs' '. Another levelled bigger exhibit
of the same kind was found within the Neolithical tell at Russe' 2. Within the area of Cucuteni
civilisation, at Costesti, in the Republic of Moldavia, there was found a model sanctuary
with the rectangular shaped entrance provided on the narrow side'*

The chronological classification of the model sanctuary from Sultana is rather difficult
to be made as we miss the mentioned researches profiles. As regards the stratigraphical
description of the settlement C. Isicescu does not mention the thickness of the layer belonging
to Gumelnita B, (Jilava) stage within the searched section' *, but we notice from his text that
at 1.10 m depth there is the upper limit of the layer belonging to Gumelnita A,'*> As the
found pottery belonging to the cult building from Sultana shows no characteristic features
for Gumelnita B, (Jilava) stage, the model sanctuary is classified within the fall of Gumelnita
A, stage.

) 7. Since 1925 at Migura Gumelnita, nextto Oltenita town, archaeological excavations
have brought to light fragments of model sanctuary pedestals provided with circular
oriffices'® By the tests made by B. lonescu at Magura Gumelnita between 1958-1970
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several fragments of this kind were found (Fig. 4/3),but also fragments of miniature dwellings
which were parts of storied model sanctuaries. By such a test made at the former frontier
guard’s station, at the depth of 1.20 m within Gumelnita A, layer ', there was found a
fragmentary storeyed model sanctuary. The missing parts are the roof of the little dwellings
on the last storey, most of pedestal and a part of the long side which could not be restored
any longer. Only a side of the model sanctuary with 5 complete little dwellings superposed
on the 3 levels have been preserved. Since there were several fragments of the pedestal and
fragments of roofs as well from other model sanctuaries of the same type left, the exhibit
could have been partially restored (Fig. 2/3; 4/1).

The storied model sanctuary consists of a pedestal and three storeys of the dwellings.
The total height of the model is 28 cm; the present length is of 25 cm and the width is of 8
cm. The model is made of rough mixed paste of sand pebbles and ground shards and it is
burnt to reddish-brick shade. Likewise the model sanctuary found within the Ostrovelul tell
inthe middle of he Catalui Lake at Cascioarele' *, the exhibit disclosed at Gumelnita consists
of two parts: a pedestal of 12 cm height and a three-storeyed part of little dwellings set on
the pedestal. On the vertical plan projection these dwellings are of rhombic shape or of
semioval and pentagonal shape with common walls and a two-sloped roof on the last level’s
dwellings. The dwellings are of about 7 cm height, 6 cm width and 8 cm length. Each
dwelling is provided with two simple entrances without architectural elements for adomment.
On the last storey the little dwellings are each supplied with two sharp protuberances on the
gable over the roof which represent ritual horns not the interpretation of the roof rafters. The
dwellings are set on a parallelepiped-shaped pedestal which is empty on the inside and open
at the lower part, of 12 cm height, i.e. a third part of the total model’s height. On both sides
the pedestal is pierced with circular oriffices of 2.5 cm diameter placed in arow. The oriffices
of one side correspond to those on the other side. At this type of sanctuary, on lateral sides
there might have been a large vaulted entrance as we can see at the fragmentary pedestal
disclosed within the same area at Gumelnita (Fig. no. 4/3). The circular orifices seem to
have been made for lighting, ventilation or even for entrance purpose. The model sanctuary
found at Magura Gumelnita is close to the one discovered at Ciscioarele and we take it as a
variant of the latter according to its features, i.e. the pedestal provided with windows and
lateral entrances'®. As we consider all the elements of this even of they are simplified, i.e.
the two-doored dwellings located on the longitudinal axis; the storeyed settlement of the
dwellings; the existence of ritual horns, symbolic elements for adornment, we believe that
this model is not the more representation of a dwelling but the simplified and idealized
image of a ritual building of complex structure, that is a temple where the cult was celebrated.

The disclosure of the storeyed model sanctuary at Gumelnita is a proof for the fact
that there were storied dwellings on there out of which some were meant to be used for
rituals as they were discovered within the area of the same civilisation southwards to Danube,
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at Ovciarovo, Polianita or Smjadovo®® or within the area of other Eneolithical civilisations
such as Parta® ' or Branzeni in the Republic of Moldavia®®.

Should the model from Ciscioarele D-aja parte not represent an idealized imaginary
model, but a scale similar one, it meant that is should be of 10 m height at least if we
calculated an average 2.5 m height for each level. Is it possible that such a monumentally
construction existed? Wecan hypothetically believe thatit did mainly if we turn our research
basis elsewhere farther. At a little later age, during Obeyed interval, in Mesopotamia civil
works and monumental temples occured” . The White Temple of 17.5 m wasset on a long
platform of 70 m length, 66 m width and 13 m height.

Storeyed model sanctuaries are also met within other areas of civilisation such as
the model observatory-temple from Rusestii Noi or the well-know storeyed model discovered
at Rozsohuvatka. Both models were discovered within the area of Cucuteni culture in the
Republic of Moldavia® *. Southwards to the Danube, within the area of Boian culture, in the
tell at Polianita there were two models’ sanctuaries discovered, out of which one is a three-
storeyed model?*

8. Model of fragmentary storeyed sanctuary discovered at D-aja parte spot at
Ciscioarele located on the terrace part at about 80 m northwards from the known Ostrovelul
tell in the middle of the Catalui Lake. The model sanctuary was found in 1963 by the
opportunity of one of the tests made by B. Ionescu at that place. Only four fragments of the
model sanctuary were brought to the museum: a small part of the pedestal, two roof parts of
two little dwellings on the upper storey which are adomed with ritual horns and a bigger
fragment. The last one preserve a part of a first level dwelling, two fragmentary dwellings
of the second level and a complete dwelling of the third level whose roof is supplied with
two ritual horns for each gable of both entrances (Fig. 1/3a, 3b, 3/5). According to our point
of view the exhibit was complete as it was discovered since the described fragments show
breaches. The model is made of a well mixed paste of sand, pebbles and ground shards; it is
burnt to red-brick shade and pointed in white-yellow all over. The width of the model is of
8 cm and the dimensions of a little dwelling are of 6 cm height and 5 cm width. Likewise
the model of Magura Gumelnita to which it is so similar that they can be identical, the
preserved dwelling from Ciscioarele model is provided with two entrances on the long
axis. The chronological classification of D-aja parte model sanctuary lies under reserve as
he excavations we made between 1991-1996 at this place could not prove a more recent
Gumelnita layer than Gumelnita A stage within the sectioned layers. The model sanctuary
discovered at Magura Gumelnita is assigned to Gumelnita A,, last stage. In this case we
consider that Cascioarele model cannot belong anywhere but to Gumelnita A, stage. It is
possible that future research - that are to be done in the south-west of D-aia Parte spot - the
same place where the model sanctuary’s was found - to identify a layer with dwellings of
this stage.
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The introduced model dwellings let us have important information regarding typical
building features, designation of the buildings as well as the relevant models in eneolithical
age. Since the model dwellings render accurately at simplified scale the dwellings of
eneolithical communities we may conclude that there were at least two, types of dwellings,
i.e. smaller, rectangular dwellings provided with one room, one side window, and one entrance
as it is represented by the model of Gumelnita A, stage discovered at Izvoarele; the second
type is represented by the long dwellings provided with two or threerombs with two entrances
placed on the long axis as they are shown by the models found in Spantov and Vladiceasca.
It is necessary to underline that some of the building features occur both to Vlidiceasca
model dwelling and to Sultana model sanctuary such as the outwards arching in the middle
of longitudinal walls as well as their outwards inclination at Spantov and Sultana models.
The dwellings are adomed on the outside with outlined adoming motifs (Vladiceasca,
Spantov) or the entire building was painted in white-yellow (Cascioarele), yellow, red or
rose?¢

The model dwellings were used for certain magic-religious rituals but they were
not the god’s or their epiphanies’ houses.

We took model sanctuaries or their scale model for those miniature representations
of buildings of monumental aspect with symbolic adornment. The first type is represented
by the model sanctuaries found at Magura Gumelnita, Oltenita as well as the fragmentary
model from Cascioarele, D-ara Parte spot. According to our point of view they real buildings
represented in an idealized simplified way. They were provided with many entrances to lure
the gods and their epiphanies to go in; by the other hand they are adomed with symbols,
ritual homs as signs of the divine power, or fertility.

Another type of eneolithical sanctuary is shown by the model discovered within
Malul Rosu tell at Sultana. This one represents more realistically a certain category of one-
storeyed sanctuaries which might have been provided with two inner rooms as they have
entrances on both narrow sides. The numerous circular entrances are meant for gods and the
ritual horns, whose existence is only supposed on gables with spiral adomment are enough
proofs to certify that Gumelnita representatives were practitioners of Bull Ritual and Sun
worshippers as these are the religious beliefs of cattle breeders and farmers. The model
sanctuaries held an important part during the magic-religious ritual. Most of the known
exhibits were found within sanctuaries. They were offerings for the worshipped gods to
become their or their epiphanies’ houses while the priests left offerings inside them.

All these brand-new discoveries increase the existing information’s regarding the
ritual things used during the magic-religious rituals by the representatives of Boian and
Gumelnita civilisations they also give important data regarding some types of buildings,
dwellings and sanctuaries.
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LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS

Fig. 1: Model dwellings: 1-2 Vladiceasca, GumelnitaA ; 3a, 3b, Cascioarele, D-aia

parte, fragmentary storeyed model sanctuary.
Fig. 2 Models of dwellings and sanctuaries: 1-2, Spantov, model dwellings Spantov

stage; 3, Oltenita, Magura Gumelnita, storeyed model sanctuary; 4, Sultana, Malul Rosu,

model sanctuary.
Fig. 3. Models of dwellings: 1,3, Vladiceasa, Gumelnita A stage; 2-4, Spantov,

Spantov stage; 6, Izvoarele, Giurgiu County, GumelnitaA, stage; 5, Cascioarele D-aiaparte,

fragmentary model sanctuary, Gumelnita A, stage.
Fig. 4. Models of sanctuary: 1, Oltenita, Magura Gumelnita, Gumelnita A, stage; 2,

Sultana, Malul Rosu, Gumelnita A, stage; 3, Oltenita, Magura Gumelnita, fragmentary
model sanctuary.
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Fig. I Modele de locuinte: 1-2, Vladiceasca, etapa Gumelnita A ; 3a, 3b, Cascioarele, D-ala

parte, model de sanctuar etajat, fragmentar.
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Fig. 2 Modele de locuinte si sanctuare: 1-2, Spantov, modele de locuinte, etapa Spantov; 3,
Oltenita, Magura Gumelnita, model de sanctuar etajat; 4, Sultana, Malul Rosu, model de
sanctuar.
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Fig. 3 Modele de locuinte: 1,3, Vladiceasa, etapa GumelnitaA ; 2-4, Spantov, etapa Spantov;
6, Izvoarele, jud. Giurgiu, faza Gumelnita A_; 5, Cascioarele D-aia parte, model de sanctuar
fragmentar, faza Gumelnita A,
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Fig. 4 Modele de sanctuar: I, Oltenita, Mjigura Gumelnita, faza Gumelnita A ; 2, Sultana,
Malul Rosu, faza Gumelnita A,; 3, Oltenita, Magura Gumelnita, model de sanctuar
fragmentar.
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