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A SHARED HISTORY AND CULTURE:
INGREDIENTS OF EUROPEAN COHESION

Abstract: "Mi se intdmpla cdteodatad, la coltul unei strazi, in scurtele ragazuri care ni le
lasa lungile ore de lupta comund, sa ma gdndesc la toate acele locuri din Europa
binecunoscuta mie. E un taram minunat, plamadit din durere si din istorie."”

Albert Camus, A treia scrisoare cdtre un prieten neamf, aprilie 1944.

in 1944, in timpul celui de-al doilea razboi mondial, unul din multele razboaie care au
sfasiat Europa, unul dintre cei mai celebri sustinatori ai ideii unei Europe unite ca solutie
pentru a incheia sirul acestor razboaie, scriitorul si filozoful Albert Camus, scria: "Mi se
intampla uneori (...) s ma gandesc la toate acele locuri din Europa binecunoscuta mie. Este
un tardm minunat, plamadit din durere si istorie." Aceastd constientizare a unei istorii
europene comune ca fiind nucleul unei identitdti europene este promovatd si astdzi de
institutiile europene si politicienii lor, pentru a sprijini Europa uniti. Aceastd identitate
poate fi construita daca istoricilor li se oferd conditiile pentru a atrage atentia asupra istoriei
comune, a valorilor comune, dacd ei pot reinvia trecutul in prezentari catre tinerele
generatii. Cunoasterea si intelegerea trecutului ajutd in primul rand pentru a trage
invataminte: dorim sa pastram bunele traditii si sd evitam repetarea erorilor. Camus observa
ca Europa este plamadita si din durere, iar istoricii ne pot povesti despre vremuri de pace si
vremuri de razboi, despre cum s-a putut mentine pacea, sau despre imensa durere adusa de
razboaie. Daca astazi "(...) Uniunea Europeana este cel mai bun exemplu din istoria lumii
de rezolvare a conflictelor,” cum o caracterizeaza fostul deputat european si laureat al
Premiului Nobel pentru Pace, John Hume, in momentul de fatd durabilitatea acestei
constructii poate fi asiguratd in primul rand de dezvoltarea unei identititi comune.
Intelegerea trecutului este si o sursia de méandrie, pentru ci Europa are un bogat patrimoniu
cultural, acoperind mii de ani, care trebuie promovat si pastrat. Asa cum mentioneaza un
text al Programului Patrimoniului European: "Europa are o diversitate culturald
remarcabila, cu obiecte si obiective de patrimoniu care atrag milioane de turisti anual la
siturile si orasele istorice, la muzee, biblioteci, etc.". Dar textul atrage si atentia asupra
insuficientei griji pentru acest patrimoniu: "In ciuda acestei bogatii, nu ne-am indeplinit
indatorirea de a ne ingriji suficient de patrimoniu." Prin urmare, este atat de mult de facut,
incepand de la conservarea siturilor, pana la incurajarea valorificarii patrimoniului in
invatamant. Istoricii, guvernantii i noi toti care putem da o mana de ajutor avem o misiune
comuna de a defini o Europa unita, creatd din bucitele diverse, minunate, imbinate intr-un
intreg. Revelarea istoriei prin patrimoniu este unul din modurile importante prin care
definim unitatea europeand, iar evenimente ca cel care incepe astdzi, prin care se schimba
informatii si se subliniaza frumusetea istoriei comune, dar se discuta si problemele care stau
in fata istoricilor, sunt ocazii in care putem cduta impreuna solutii. Doar prin mobilizarea
sprijinului atat european, cat si national si local, atat public cat si privat, poate fi pastrat si

! Seful Biroului de Informare al Parlamentului European in Romania.
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valorificat patrimoniul cultural european. Ceea ce trebuie si fie la baza crearii de atractii
turistice din obiectivele de patrimoniu sunt cunostintele istoricilor in a prezenta si a
conserva patrimoniul. Istoricii sunt, prin urmare, in centrul acestor eforturi de promovare a
istoriei europene comune. Pe langa munca de cercetare, ei devin organizatorii unor proiecte
de dezvoltare locala in jurul obiectivelor istorice, mobilizand pentru aceasta sprijinul de
care ¢ nevoie. Ei au cunoasterea necesara, dar si pasiunea necesara. Fostul presedinte al
Parlamentului European, Hans-Gert Pottering, a incurajat deschiderea unei Case a istoriei
europene la Bruxelles, unde ar putea fi gazduite evenimente ca cel de astdzi, dar si
expozitii, prezentari ale unor cercetari, dezbateri, asa incat sa existe un centru unde sa fie
adunate bucati valoroase din istoria europeand. Casa istoriei europene nu a fost gandita sa
fie un muzeu, ci gazda unei succesiuni de evenimente si expozitii prin care sd se
reconstituie firul si imaginile trecutului Europei si si fie promovati munca istoricilor. in
cuvintele Domnului Péttering: "Casa istoriei europene va aduce istoria Europei la viata
pentru toti, mai ales pentru tineri, si va ajuta prin aceasta promovarea identitatii europene."
Aceasta casd a istoriei europene este simbolica pentru rolul central pe care istoria este
chemata sa 1l aiba in construirea viitorului Europei. Pe langa transferul de cunostinte,
predarea istoriei necesitd comunicarea pasiunii pentru istorie, care poate sa insufle iubire
pentru Europa si intelegerea Europei. Numai astfel putem ajunge sa simtim Europa asa cum
Waclaw Havel marturiseste ca a ajuns sa o defineasca pentru intelegerea proprie, ca fiind
"patria patriilor noastre"; numai astfel, cdnd vorbim despre orice parte a Europei, vom simti
ca este "acasa". Un astfel de sentiment, al identitdtii europene, este sursa unei solidaritati si
coeziuni reale, iar istoria este intre cele dintdi chemate sa o construiasca.
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"Il m'arrive quelque fois, au détour d'une rue, dans ces courts
répits que laissent les longues heures de la lutte commune, de
penser a tous ces lieux d'Europe que je connais bien. C'est une
terre magnifique faite de peine et d'histoire."

Albert Camus, Nobel Prize winner, Troisieme lettre a un ami
allemand, avril 1944.

In 1944, during the second World War, one of the many wars that brought
devastation to Europe, Albert Camus, less-known as fervent supporter of a united
Europe, wrote, noticing that Europe is first of all shared history and shared pain:

"It happens to me at times... to think of all these places of Europe that I know
well. It is a magnificent land, made of suffering and history."

What Europe's founding fathers envisaged, when dreaming of a Europe where
such devastation would not happen again, was to make this shared history a
common story that should unite rather than divide, especially that it is a history that
moulded the values a free Europe relies upon.

This awareness of a shared European history as core to defining European
identity is promoted today by European politicians and institutions, as a necessary
ingredient to strengthening the European project. This identity can only be shaped
if historians are supported to draw attention to this history, to tell the stories and
bring back to life the past and its lessons for the new generations.

2 Albert Camus, Third letter to a German Friend, 1944.
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The understanding of the past is firstly a source of learning: we wish to avoid
repeating the same mistakes. Camus notices that Europe is a land made of suffering
too, and historians can teach us about times of peace and times of war, about what
helped peace, and what wars brought about. What a united Europe already
achieved is, in the words of John Hume, former Member of the European
Parliament, "(...) the best example in the history of the world of conflict
resolution."

The understanding of the past is also a source of pride, as Europe is now home
to a rich cultural heritage that we need to preserve and promote. As a text on the
European Cultural Heritage programme mentions, "Europe has significant cultural
diversity together with exceptional ancient architecture, built environment and
artefact collections which attract millions of tourists every year to its historical
cities and sites, museums, libraries, etc. However, despite this richness, we have
failed in our duty to take sufficient care of historical physical artefacts — both
indoors and outdoors."*

Historians, politicians and all of us who can help, we have a joint mission of
defining a Europe united, made of many diverse and marvellous pieces. This is the
revelation of Europe alive, that we all need to contribute to in order to sustain the
European construction. Bringing to light its history is part of this making of
Europe, and events such as this week's meeting of historians, where information is
shared and where attention is drawn to the beauty of history, are needed to help
cooperation in promoting the European history and the teaching of history at all
levels.

Former President of the European Parliament Hans-Gert Pottering encouraged
the opening in Brussels of a House of European History, where events such as
today's, but also exhibitions, results of research work, debates, presentations, can
be reported or repeated, to collect in one place the many pieces of historical
material, and to help their identification, to find resources and to bring them to
light. The House of European History is not meant as a museum, but as a lively
succession of events and exhibitions, to reconstitute a timeline and revive the
European past, and to promote the work of European historians. In Mr. Péttering's
words, "The House of European History will bring Europe's history alive for
everyone, but especially young people, and will thereby help promote an awareness
of European identity."

We consider this House of European History to be symbolic of the central role
the study of history is called to have in building Europe's future.

Besides knowledge, history needs passion, love for Europe. Only so we can
feel about Europe the way Waclav Havel teaches us, as the "homeland of our
homelands™, only so, when we speak about one country or another, about one
region or the other, we think "home", and we act upon this feeling. It's the genuine
solidarity and cohesion, and historians are among the first called to help to build it.

3 John Hume, Nobel Peace Prize winner, MEP between 1979-2004.
* http://ec.europa.eu/research/environment/index_en.cfm?pg=cultural.
> Speech at the European Parliament, December 2009.
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