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The considerations related to the themes and the epochs approached by the western
historiographies are very interesting. Each has its own aspects and accents related to
Transilvania. The reasons depend on the affinities and the researcher training, but also
on the special interest of some states related through history to Transilvanian state, like
Hungarian and German historiographies. Excepting Hungarian historiography that, in fact,
does not belong to western research but must be mention because of objective reasons, the
majority of studies regarding the Romanians are in English space.

This fact can be explained by the special material resources from there and by some
spirits who knew how to come near Transilvanian and Romanians history and to devote
themselves to Romanian problems. If we take into account only the last part of the XX
century, we will have to mention, for their approaching and encouragement of Romanians,
historians like Hugh Seton-Watson, Henry L. Roberts, Sherman D. Spector, Nicholas M.
Nagy-Talavera, William O. Oldson, Barbara Jelavich, Charles Jelavich, Eric D. Tapee or
Stephen Fischer-Galati. They created a real institutional system, institutions, and magazines,
which ensure even today the continuity of the Romanian history’s research.

Having these as example, a lot of other conscientious young men came along, forming
a new contemporary history section, that began in 1960-1970 of the past century, offering
new dimensions to Romanian research. Between these, we mention Dennis Deletant,
Frederick Kellog, Keith Hitchins, Katherine Verdery, Trond Gilbert, Frederick Barth or Paul
Michelson, all of them having incontestable merits for the continuity, thoroughgoing and
understanding of Romanian history.

If the historiographies from the English space, especially the American and English
ones, are interested in the modern and contemporary periods, those belonging to the
central Europe, German and Hungarian, approach the aspects related to medieval and
modern periods, when Transilvania was a component of these worlds. While the Germans
and Hungarians have a direct interest in Transilvania’s research, English and American
historiographies respond to some research directions initiated by institutes and universities,
London, Maryland, Illinois, interested in the evolution of post-war Romania, more and
more paradoxically after 1965. They have searched the explanations for this situation in
inter-war years and the XX century, considered by American historiography the century
where could be found many contemporary evolutions causes. In order to support this, we
can mention a series of doctor’s degree thesis written in Romania by American and English
researchers Keith Hitchins, Paul Michelson, Katherine Verdery, Frederick Kellog or Dennis
Deletant, whose research tried to clear a lot of unknowns of the Transilvania’s history and
the Romania’s one as a whole.

Italian historiography is a special case regarding Transilvania’s research, responding to
some common realities Romanian — Italian, appeared out of a common origin and linguistic
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fund. ltalian research, leaded by Mario Ruffini', Carlo Tagliavini?, Giuliano Bonfante® or
Cesare Alzati*, emphasizes the similar connections between the two worlds.

Cezare Alzati proved himself a very good expert of the Transilvania’s realities,
discovering new affinities between Transilvania and Italy, based on a common Christian
fund. Italian researchers, especially Mario Ruffini, have approached many classical problems
of politic history, being in the same time the most constant presence in the clerical history
investigations from all western historiographies. Luigi Prosdocimi and Cezare Alzati have
showed a special attention for medieval and modern periods. The main research directions,
validated by a lot of articles, studies and books of Italian historiography, regarding the
Transilvanian space between 1965-1989 were related to institutional history of the church
and to the church’s history as a whole, especially to the aspects regarding the common
Christian fund and the evolution of Catholic Church from Ardeal. We notice a translation
of the research from politics to confessional between 1960-1980, extremely reach in this
kind of approaches.

American historiography extended its preoccupation between the last part of the '60
and the years "80. If in the first years of Ceausescu regime, Transilvania’s history investigation
was simplified, as the Italian one, having as a goal especially politic history approaches,
the last 10-15 years of communism have known new themes regarding anthropology,
historiography or culture history, due especially to some historians like Gail Kligman?,
Katherine Verdery® or Frederic H. Barth’. American historiography continued, through
Keith Hitchins?, to investigate the XX century in Transilvania, based on Romanian people’s
history and its evolution from the beginning of modern period until Romanian national
state completion.

English historiography followed a straight trajectory compared to other cases between
seven and nine decades regarding Transilvania’s history investigation, emphasizing
especially the communist years. Politic, social, economic or many others aspects of the
system from Bucharest were studied especially by School of Slavonic from University of
London and by Dennis Deletant, the main promoter of Romania’s research in England since
19657, along with Eric D.Tapee, in a first stage. These were dedicated almost entirely until
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1989 to the above themes, English historiography having fewer research directions than
the others were. Englishmen were the most consistent in promoting official connections
with Romanian historiography. The meeting between Romania and England on historic
themes took place once at three years since 1974, regardless the aspects of the system
from Bucharest. Dennis Deletant had a special merit; he continued the way started by his
mentor, Eric D.Tapee in 1974.

German historiography was, except for Hungarian one, the most complex regarding
Transilvania. We can find here different problems studied, since the approaches related to
Middle Ages until contemporary history investigations.

Since 1960 until 1990, Mathias Bernath was the leader of Siidost Forschungen
magazines, this being an important gain for the investigation of this province. Politic history
research of Transilvania through Karl Nehring'®, Gerhard Seewan' or Manfred Stoy'?,
completed with Romanian people from Ardeal studying through Mathias Bernath'® and
Emanuel Turczinski' and its evolutions until the beginning of the modern epoch are the
main directions showed by German investigation on Transilvania. German historiography
has great contributions to the elucidation of the genesis of Romanian national conscience,
Mathias Bernath being one of known specialists from this field, a model of analysis and
explanation, able to elucidate this problem. German research knew an upward evolution
from the theme richness’ point of view since 1960 until the end of 1980, when Transilvania’s
history was increasingly understood through increasingly rigorous contributions. The last
two decades of Ceausescu regime knew the most valuable historic analysis, due to the
research diversity and studies centers multiplication. The Osteuropa Institut from Berlin or
the University of Bochum also excellently investigated Transilvanian space, here existing a
powerful section for central European history, coordinated by Emanuel Turczinski. German
historiography had great contributions at the Romanian national conscience development
in a propitious frame created by Vienna through its integration politic.

Hungarian historiography had and still has a special interest on Transilvania. We
do not think that it is necessary to discuss about the reasons for this reality because these
are very well known, Romanian and Hungarian historiographies having disputes since the
“Scoala Ardeleana” time.

We can come to an obvious conclusion, valid for the Romanian historiography as
well. There are two major categories of investigations and researchers. The first one includes
those who write at a politic order and the second one is represented by those who tried to
eliminate the politic command and subjectivity insinuated in the scientifically conclusion.

In this chapter, we tried to present the positions of the most important historiographies
outside Romania, western and Hungarian, regarding a very complex subject due to
numerous concrete sensibilities that appeared when we talk about Transilvania. Certainly,
the subject is not closed. We can conclude that it is necessary to approach an impartial
attitude in historic investigation when it comes to this space or another one.
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TRANSILVANIA iN ISTORIOGRAFIA OCCIDENTALA: 1965-1989. CATEVA
CONSIDERATII

Rezumat

Consideratiile pe marginea temelor si epocilor abordate de istoriografiile occidentale
sunt extrem de interesante. Fiecare dintre acestea fsi are propriile aspecte si accente pe
care le discuta in legdtura cu Transilvania. Daca istoriografiile din spatiul anglo-saxon, mai
ales americana si englezd, sunt interesate de epocile moderna si contemporand, cele din
spatiul central european, germana indeosebi, abordeaza, aproape firesc am spune, aspecte
ce tin de epocile medievala si modernd, perioade istorice in care Transilvania a fost parte
componenta a respectivelor lumi, existand pentru aceasta o oarecare afinitate. In vreme ce
germanii au un interes direct in cercetarea Transilvaniei, istoriografiile englezd si americand
raspund unor directii de cercetare initiate de o serie de institute si universitati, Londra,
Maryland, Illinois etc., interesate de evolutia unei Romanii postbelice tot mai paradoxale
dupa 1965, cautand explicatiile acestei situatii atat in anii interbelici cat si in secolul al
XIX-lea socotit, mai ales de istoriografia americana secolul in care se regdsesc multe din
cauzele evolutiilor contemporane. In intampinarea acestor probleme vin o serie de teze
de doctorat pregdtite in Romania de cercetdtori americani si englezi, Keith Hitchins, Paul
Michelson, Katherine Verdery, Frederick Kellog sau Dennis Deletant ale cdror cercetdri
fncearca sd ldmureascd numeroase necunoscute ale istoriei transilvanene si romanesti in
general.

Istoriografia italiand este un caz aparte in ceea ce priveste cercetarea Transilvaniei
raspunzand unor realitati comune romano-italiene descinse dintr-o origine si un fond
lingvistic comun. Cercetarea italiana, fie ca vine de la Mario Ruffini, Carlo Tagliavini sau
de la Cesare Alzati accentueaza legdturile comune ale celor doud lumi cu un plus de
consistenta si interpretare la ultimul. Cezare Alzati s-a dovedit un foarte fin cunoscator
al realitatilor transilvanene descoperind afinitati inedite transilvaneano-italiene mergand
pe firul unui fond crestin comun. Cercetatorii italieni, cu predilectie Mario Ruffini, au
abordat in ceea ce priveste Transilvania o serie de chestiuni clasice de istorie politicd, fiind
in acelasi timp cea mai constanta prezenta in campul cercetarilor de istorie ecleziastica
dintre toate istoriografiile occidentale. O speciald atentie au acordat epocilor medievald
si modernd mai ales Luigi Prosdocimi si Cezare Alzati. Principalele directii de cercetare,
validate de numeroase articole, studii si carti ale istoriografiei italiene cu privire la spatiul
transilvanean fintre 1965-1989 s-au referit la istoria institutionald a bisericii si la istoria
bisericeasca Tn ansamblul sau, mai ales la chestiuni ce tin de fondul crestin comun si de
evolutia bisericii greco-catolice din Ardeal. Se observa o clara translatie a cercetarii dinspre
politic spre confesional in intervalul cuprins intre anii ‘60-"80, extrem de bogati in acest
tip de abordari.

Istoriografia americana si-a diversificat preocuparile intre ultima parte a anilor ‘60
si anii ‘80. Dacd in primii ani ai regimului Ceausescu cercetarea istoriei Transilvaniei era
oarecum simplificatd, la fel ca si in cazul celei italiene, orientandu-se cu predilectie spre
abordari de istorie politica, ultimii zece-cinsprezece ani de comunism cunosc imbogatirea
evantaiului tematic prin cercetdrile de antropologie, istoriografie sau istoria culturii datorate
mai ales unor istorici ca Gail Kligman, Katherine Verdery sau Frederic H. Barth. Istoriografia
americana cu al sau potential inepuizabil a continuat insa, mai ales prin Keith Hitchins,
si investigarea secolului al XIX-lea transilvanean privit prin prisma istoriei natiunii romane
si evolutiilor acesteia de la inceputurile modernitatii si terminand cu desavarsirea statului
national roman.
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Istoriografia engleza a urmat, spre deosebire de celelalte cazuri, o traiectorie cat de
cat liniard Tntre deceniile sapte si noua in cercetarea istoriei transilvanene, investigand mai
ales anii regimului comunist. De aspectele politice, sociale, economice sau de orice alta
naturd ale regimului de la Bucuresti s-a ocupat mai ales School of Slavonic de pe langa
University of London si Dennis Deletant, principalul promotor al cercetarilor de romanistica
in Anglia incepand cu 1965, alaturi de Eric D. Tapee intr-o prima perioada. Acestea au fost
circumscrise pand in 1989 aproape exclusiv temelor amintite, istoriografia engleza fiind
ceva mai saraca in directii de cercetare decat celelalte. Englezii au fost cei mai consecventi
in promovarea legaturilor oficiale cu istoriografia romana. Colocviile romano-engleze pe
teme istorice s-au desfdsurat cu o perseverentd englezeascd din trei in trei ani incepand cu
1974, indiferent de nuantele regimului de la Bucuresti. Din nou aici un merit deosebit |-a
avut Dennis Deletant, cel care a continuat meticulos un demers inceput de mentorul sau,
Eric D. Tapee in 1974,

Istoriografia germanad a fost, in afard de cea maghiard, cea mai diversificatd tematic in
ceea ce priveste Transilvania. De la abordari ce tin de evul mediu pana la cercetari de istorie
contemporand, regasim diverse probleme cercetate. Un castig important pentru cercetarea
istoriei acestei foste provincii habsburgice I-a avut preluarea, incepand cu 1960 pana in
1990, de catre Mathias Bernath a conducerii revistei Stidost Forschungen. Cercetarea istoriei
politice a Transilvaniei prin Karl Nehring, Gerhard Seewan sau Manfred Stoy, completatd
cu studierea natiunii romane din Ardeal, datorata mai ales lui Mathias Bernath, dar si lui
Emanuel Turczinski, si evolutiilor acesteia pana in zorii epocii moderne sunt principalele
directii consemnate de cercetarea germana asupra Transilvaniei. Istoriografia germand
aduce contributii reale mai ales la [damurirea genezei constiintei nationale romanesti,
Mathias Bernath fiind unul dintre specialistii recunoscuti in domeniu, un model al analizei
si explicatiei in mdsura sd aduca lamuriri absolut necesare acestei chestiuni. Cercetarea
germanad a avut o evolutie ascendenta sub aspectul bogatiei tematice incepand cu anii ‘60
si sfarsind cu anii ‘80, paralel cu adancirea intelegerii istoriei Transilvaniei prin contributii
din ce in ce mai riguroase. Ultimele doua decenii ale regimului Ceausescu beneficiaza de
cele mai competente analize de istorie a Transilvaniei cauzate de diversificarea cercetarii si
multiplicarea centrelor de studiu. Pe langa Stidost Institut din Munchen spatiul ardelean mai
beneficiaza de excelente investigatii si de la Osteuropa Institut din Berlin sau Universitatea
din Bochum, unde exista o puternica catedra de istorie central europeand coordonata de
Emmanuel Turczinski. Contributii fundamentale a adus istoriografia germana mai ales in
directia afirmdrii constiintei nationale romanesti intr-un cadru propice creat de Viena prin
politica sa integrationista.
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