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The h istory of the l i beral programme for economic recovery of the 
Apusen i  Mou nta ins Region starts with Ion I . C .  Bratianu,  who had contacted 
the Moti Cou ntry even before the Great U n ion with the aim ta get ta know 
thei r  l ife, customs and a ncient virtues. The attachment of the great m a n  
from the Kingdom towards the moti ( inhabitants o f  the Apuseni Mounta ins)  
urged h im ta move as early as 1907 Horea 's church from Albac ta "Fiorica" 1 ,  
thus savin g  the h istorical monument from certa in  destructio n .  A contin uator 
of pol itica ! trad it ions inherited from his father, Ion I . C. Bratianu  understood 
that the m oti were entitled ta a share of the reward in  the great constructio n  
o f  t h e  Great Roman ia  a nd that they shou ld  rega in  their ab antiquo rig hts for 
which sa m u ch b lood had been shed during riots and revolutions.  

In  order ta get acqua inted with a l i  aspects of the pa infu l  dra m a  of 
the moti, Bratianu  cal led the most a uthentic mot, Amos Francu,  the m a n  
that h a d  been a spiritua l  leader for more t h a n  faur decades, a stu rdy  a n d  
un interested defender, a fea rless fighter and  the most devout supporter of 
thei r cause.  In a wel l  outl i ned and condensed memoir based an h istorica l a n d  
lega l  arg u ments, t h e  former tribune o f  t h e  moti revea led the abuses o f  t h e  
agrarian reform and  ind icated practica ! solutions ta a l i  problems, whether of 
general ar specia l  interest . Out of the proposed solutions, we mention the 
fo l lowing : d rawing up  a law to acknowledge the moti's propert ies accord ing  
Horea 's requests to  Emperor Joseph II and the  memoir of  Avram Iancu  a n d  
Popa Ba l i nt t o  t h e  Governor Carol Schwartzen berg in  1 8 5 3 ;  a ppointing a royal  
commission a i re ta find  the solution to a l i  economic, agrarian ,  admin istrative, 
socia l ,  and cu ltura l  issues; establ ish ing a cou nty of the Apuseni Mounta ins ;  
urgently g iv ing the moti forests and  pastures from both the lands be long ing  
to  the  State and  those belong ing ta  private persons, particu larly Banffy, 
Urm antzy, Tischler, Kemeny and e l iminat ing the fore ign compan ies exploiti n g  
wood ("Ca latele", " Regatul Mare", "Rau l  A lb", "M ica", a n d  s o  on ) ;  de legating  
the  M in istry of War  ta  estab l ish at their own expense warehouses ta  provide 
for the mot i  i n  Gi lau,  H ued in ,  Campen i ,  Abru d ,  Z latna ,  Brad,  and Vascau2 •  

After this memoir, Ion I .C .  Bratianu  instituted i n  1 924 a commission made  
up of  moti members of  Parl iament and  leaders of superior authorities i n  the 
capital  of the Ardea l  under the leadersh ip of Ion Russu-Abrudea n u ,  senator 
of Alba,  a good connoisseur and supporter of the moti . The com mission 
req u ested the M i n istry of Agriculture and Domin ions to accept and do 
the fo l lowing : revoking a l i  woods exploitation a uthorities in  the H ued i n  
reg ion ; "restitutio i n  i ntegrum" and  revoking a l i  decisions of the Ag ra rian  
Commission ; sanctions aga inst a l i  bod ies that had broken the law throug h  
the agrarian  reform . The activity o f  this com mission was interru pted a n d  the 
steps ta ken through the admin istrative bod ies bare no resu lt .  

1 04 

http://cimec.ro - http://istoriebv.ro



1. Zai nea • Comisariatul Munţilor Apuseni şi programul său de redresare economică 

After the fa l i  of the l i bera l  government in  1 926, under the governance 
of Genera l  Averescu, the former mayor of Ta rg u M u res, Dr. Emi l  Dandea, 
great grandchi ld of Ionut Dandea,  one of Horea's capta ins, was appointed 
commissar of the moti .  The new commissar stud ied the problem through 
a thorough fie ld  investigatio n .  The conclusions were put together in  a b ig 
report that he forwarded to the M in istry of I nterna !  Affa irs and proposed 
some solutions. From the min istry, the report was sent to the Superior 
Admin istrative Counci l  that a pproved of the fo l lowing suggestions : 
estab l ish ing the Apuseni Mountains County comprisin g  a l i  local ities inhabited 
by the mot i ;  forming  a com mission to prepare the elaboration of the law 
project to establ ish the new cou nty; a n  amount of 50 m i l l ion lei was a l lowed 
by the State budget for the expenses of the com m ission for the year 1 9273 •  

For unknown reasons, the Averescu Government d id  not continue the 
action, so that the issue reached a dead end . Under the circumstances, the 
Government commissioner, considering h is  m ission fin ished, resigned and 
forwarded a l i  the documents to the M in istry of  Interna !  Affa irs .  

Under the second l ibera l  government, Ionel Bratianu ,  upon the moti 
request, decided to persona l l y  l ook after the whole situation and he took the 
responsi b i l ity through a telegra m  sent from Bucharest on June 28th, 1927,  in 
which he wrote : "The Govern ment and I persona l ly  wi l l  examine the memoirs 
and the requests of the moti and we wi l l  fi nd a just and  l awfu l solution with 
a l i  the love I have for the brave popu lation of the Apuseni Mountains"4 •  
As a consequence o f  this responsibi l ity, h e  appoi nted Alexandru Lapedatu, 
the m in ister of Rel ig ions, Gheorghe Cipa ianu,  State Undersecretary at the 
Domi n ions, and D.  Tatarescu , State Undersecretary at the Interna! Affa irs 
to study the whole ensemble of issues of the moti, then to make concrete 
proposals at the Counci l  of M i n isters in order to salve them.  The three 
started to work right away, as the chief of the Government req uested a nd 
they presented the fol lowing proposa ls to the Counci l  of M in isters : 

Agrarian issues : a )  correct ing a l i  errors committed by the agrarian  
reform due to  which the forests, which were ind ispensable to  the moti 
existence, were not expropriated ; b) correct ing a l i  errors committed with 
the communal  woods and pastures.  

Economic issues : a) setting up  strong industria l  centres and factories in  a l i  
important wood-related centres. Within the same concerns, there wi l l  be  a set of 
regulations for the use of private saws guiding their organisation on cooperative 
basis; b) establ ishing central del ivery and economic sel l ing cooperatives in  
H uedin ,  Gi lau, Campeni,  Abrud, Zlatna, Vascau,  Beius, and Brad; c) rationa l ly 
organising the moti work, establishing a vocational school with a l i  specia ls  
relating to wood industry in  Huedin,  Gi lau,  Campeni,  Abrud, Zlatna, Brad, 
Vascau,  Beius, and Bratca ; d )  special treatment of mining industry in the region 
of the Apuseni Mountains concerning both mining law and mining products 
trade; the issue of d iscount for the explosives used in such mining enterprises 
should be solved according to the requests of the moti working in the field . 

Financial issues : I n  important centres in  the Moti Cou ntry strong popu lar  
banks should be estab l ished ; through them, the  cred its needed by  rura l a nd 
min ing  population shou ld  be organised . The Centra l  Ha l i  of Popu lar  Ban ks 
shou ld  provide a special treatment to support these banks .  One s ing le  
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federa l, the Moti Federa l ,  would connect the popular banks.  
Sanitary issues : Considering  the d ifficult situation of the moti from a 

san itary point of view, as 40% of them were contaminated with sexua l  
d iseases a nd tubercu losis, estab l i sh ing mobi le  hospita ls  for the treatment 
of these d iseases. Mobile teams wou ld be doubled i n  importa nt centres that 
were to comprise the most isolated hamlets i n  the Apuseni Mou nta i ns .  

Means o f  communication : Besides the strategic road i n  Vidra ,  an  
industria l  ra i lways wou ld be fi rstly bu i lt from Cluj-G i lau  to  Racatau-Bel is  and 
return to Campeni  through the Aries Va l l ey, thus reach ing a l i  wood massifs 
i n  the reg ion that have not yet been exploited . They would a lso fix the road 
Abrud-Ziatna ,  as wel l as other i mportant roads i n  the Apusen i  Mounta ins .  

Cultural issues : Al lowing the  funds from the M in istry of  Education to 
bu i ld  schools and to organ ise mobi le  ed ucation, as the materia l  s ituation of 
the moti could not complete the accompl ishment of loca l i n it iatives in this 
respect5 • 

This work to save the moti that was begun  by the great l ibera l  pol itica ! 
man  i n  September 1927 was suddenly i nterrupted by h is  death on September 
24th of the same year and by the fact that h is party fel l  in the a utumn of 
the year 1928 .  The progra m m e  was continued once the N at ional  Libera l  
Party returned to governance. As early a s  I . G .  Duca governa nce began ,  he 
sent the fol lowing letter to the "Cross Brotherhood " i n  the Moti Country : 
"The Govern ment of the nationa l - l i bera l  party w i l l  m a ke a point of honour to 
continue  a n d  ach ieve the i n it ia l work of the great Ion I .C .  Brati anu i n  1927 
for the soci a l ,  economic, and  cu ltura l  evolution of  the Apusen i Mountains 
i nhabitants through a l i  possib le  means.  The action to fix the wrongs and  to 
effectively support the moti constitutes for the current government of the 
n at iona l - l i bera l  party one of the great duties of these days"6 •  

As we  know, I .G .  Duca was ki l led by the leg ionaries. Ion I .C .  Bratianu's wi l l ,  
as wel l  as the codici l  added by I .G.  Duca was put into practice by Gh .  Tatarescu . 
The presence of the ministers Lapedatu and Cipaianu i n  the Government was 
a lso a guarantee that they would start to fu lfil the will of the great forerunners 
to "ra ise an hour earl ier the moti people, a people attacked i n  their  natura l  
existence by  d iseases, robbed by  Ioan sharks, with their sou ls poisoned by 
the l ies of demagogues and starved by the lack of means of l iv ing and work 
opportunity". Due to the in itiative of Alexandru Lapedatu, on April 13th, 1934, 
the representatives of the counties inhabited by the moti (Alba, Arad,  Bihor, 
Cluj ,  H unedoara,  and Turda)  met in Cluj .  On this occasion, they decided to draw 
up  a l ist of al i  moti issues. The l ist was forwarded to the Counci l  of M in isters 
on April 2 5th, 1934. When they ana lysed the situation of the population in the 
Apuseni Mountains, the Government went to Campeni and Hued in  on May 3-4, 
1934, where they observed and made the fol lowing decisions : 

Woods issue : Al i woods property of the State i n  the Apuseni Mountains 
would not be g iven to private compan ies ;  they would on ly be g iven to 
the populat ion either through explo itation cooperatives or i nd iv idua l ly. A 
com mission a ppointed by the M i n istry of Agricu lture and Domin ions with 
a view to fi n ish the works to hand over the commune forests and pastures 
resu l ted from the agrarian  reform would work in the centres of the s ix  counties 
in the Moti  Region on May 7 - J u ne 1 5, 1934.  The commission would have 
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fu l l  power to solve a l i  issues on the spot. They decided to fin ish the works 
referring to the agra rian  reform and to fi n ish a l i  tria l s  and  l it igations. They 
would urgently measure and d ivide the expropriated l ands and wou ld g ive 
them to the com mu nes and  the ones that were entitled to them.  Ali State 
reserve lands at the western border would be meant for moti colon isation . 

Exploitation, tax and rent for woods : a)  They decided to red uce the moti 
rent for saws, includ ing  the ones on the State lands,  to 600 (from 3,000-
5,000 le i ,  as they had requ i red ) ;  b) Taxes for jo int and urbaria l  woods and 
inefficient woods were abol ished . The guard tax for the same woods was 
reduced to 1 leu/yoke, and the control tax for efficient woods was ha lf 
reduced . The back payment before January 1st, 1934 was to be red uced, 
too ; c) A commission would be appointed to study the situation of the 
com m unes with no m o u nta ins .  

Road issue : The Government approved of a 20 m i l l ion le i  cred it to fix 
the roads Turda-Ca m pen i-Abrud-Ai ba Iu l ia and Abrud-Brad,  as wel l  as the 
construction of new roads Albac-Bel is and Rascu l ita-Vid ra .  The works wou ld 
start in  June 1 934.  For a l i  goods and cerea ls charges crossing the Apuseni 
Mounta ins Reg ion,  there was a 50% d iscount on C . F. R. 

Taxes : As far as peasants' m i l ls were concerned,  they were exempt 
from turnover tax, wh i le  smal l  traders and industria l ists benefited from a tax 
d iscount.  They made the decision for the fisca l bod ies to urgently i nvestigate 
a l i  cases of agricultu ra !  la nds income overrating ,  i n  order to re-establ ish 
a rightfu l sett lement of both income and taxes . The same bod ies were to 
i nvestigate tax back payments so that a l i  errors caused by exaggerated 
assessment or law brea king could be right. 

School: Pastures and lands were requested for schools and pub l ic 
i nstitutions; for lack of ava i lab le  land,  this cou ld not be fu lfi l l ed .  They 
on ly decided that they should receive wood for free. Aim ing at improving 
education, they dec ided to establ ish some canteens for the pupi ls  i n  mounta i n  
commu nes with poor population and far from t h e  school . The schoolmasters 
requested to become part of the "cu ltura l  area", so that they cou ld  benefit 
from the 50% pay ra ise; they were promised that their request wou ld  be 
i ntroduced i n  the new law through a n  amendment.  They a lso decided to 
estab l ish a school for industria l  a pprentices at Campen i .  

Health : They decided that the M inistry o f  H ealth should in  crease the 
capacity of hospitals in  Baia de Aries and Brad and to estab l ish a new centra l 
hospita l at Campeni ,  as  wel l  as med ica l  cab inets, equ ipping a l i  san itary 
i nstitutions with med ica ments and  materia ls .  The medica l circumscriptions 
were ta increase, so that they would no longer be made up of more than 6 
ta 10 ,000 inhabitants. 

Mines/mining : The fo l lowing decisions were m a d e :  re-establ ishing at 
Z latna, besides the State p lants, an  office ta exchange gold (concentrate ) ;  
the possib i l ity t o  send dynamite a n d  explosives t o  Brad a n d  Baita, a nd 
setting up  an explosive storage in  Zlatna ; sel l i ng  explos ives to sma l l  native 
mine owners with a 50% d iscount; changing art.  81 in m in ing law; reviewing 
the va l id ity of  exploitation rights and a new investigation of the exploitation 
perimeters ; explo iti ng  the Mount "Cetatea" in  Rosia Montana  as soon as 
possib le, which would provide jobs for about 1 , 500 inhab itants; sett ing up  a 

1 07 http://cimec.ro - http://istoriebv.ro



C V M I D A V A  X X X  

gold  cred it to fund smal l  exploitations made by the native moti, i n  order to 
strengthen gold exploitation .  

Cooperatives : They decided to estab l ish cooperatives to provide the 
popu l ation with cereals, wood and m i n i ng products, and  so on, by gu id ing  
the Centra l Directorate of  the Popu lar  Banks to  ta ke immed iate steps to 
su pport the existi ng ones and  to estab l ish new cooperative u n its7 • 

The next step was to e laborate the law project concern ing the 
establ ishment of the Apuseni Mountains and Maramures Com m issary seated 
in C luj with the m ission of being in charge with economic,  sanitary, and 
cultura l  recovery of  the Reg ion of  the Apuseni Mountains and Maramures. 
Accord ing to the project, the Comm issary wou ld be run by a de legate 
of the Government with wide attributions granted through delegation  to 
each m i n ister in charge with carry ing out the economic recovery plan .  
The Government delegate was to attend the meetings o f  the Counci l  of 
M i n isters when decisions were made concern ing  the Reg ion  of the Apusen i  
Mountains and Maramures.  He wou ld be he lped by a Counci l  made u p  of 
the chiefs of the inspectorates subord inated to the fol lowing min istries : 
Agri cu lture and Domin ions (for forests ) ,  Communications, Finances, Interna !  
Affa i rs, Education,  Industry and Commerce and Labour, Hea lth and  Socia l  
Secu rity. The M in istry of Ag ricu lture and Dominions wou ld  delegate a 
Genera l  Agronomist Inspector that would belong to the Counci l  and work 
perma nently at the Comm issary as a deputy of the Government Delegate, 
when the latter was not present. Al i the others were honorary counsel lors 
that were compel led to work at least 5 hours a week for the Comm issary. 
The Counci l  wou ld meet whenever needed to i nvestigate and  e laborate a n  
economic recovery p lan for the regions mentioned above, as wel l  as to 
approve of the execution of this p lan .  

The offices of the  Comm issary wou ld  be led  by a Secretary Genera l  with 
a degree in Law, either BA or PhD, and at least 5 years experience in pub l ic  
services to be i n  charge with the chancery, archives, and  ma i l  and  with 
the m inutes of the Commissary Counci l meetings.  Both the Government 
Delegate and the Secretary Genera l  wou ld be paid from the budget of the 
Counci l  of M i n isters . 

The prefectures of the counties of Cluj ,  Turda ,  Alba,  H unedoara ,  Arad,  
B ihor, and Maramures would  de legate an admin istrative or specia l  clerk at  
the Commissary accord ing to the needs settled by the Government Delegate ; 
they wou ld be paid from the budget of the counties concerned .  

For the  economic recovery of  the  Apuseni Mou nta ins and  Mara m u res, 
the Commissary wou ld e laborate an economic plan for a period of 10 years 
that wou ld be first a pproved by the Counci l  of M i n isters . The fi nancia l  
mea ns to carry out the genera l  economic p lan would be at the d isposal  
of the Commissary through the Pres idency of the Counci l  of M i n isters that 
wou ld  write in the State annua l  budget for 10  consecutive years an  a mo u nt 
appropriate to the rea l  needs and  accord ing to the publ ic  works to take p lace 
i n  the genera l  economic p lan  approved by the Government.  The counties 
belong ing to the reg ion wou ld  write down i n  their budgets a n  amount 
correspond ing to the number of inhabitants and the territory belong ing to 
the Commissary action p lan  that they would send before May 1 st of each 
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budget exercise. Th is a mount wou ld  be used only for publ ic  interest works 
in that county. Each year, the Comm issary would draw up a report on the 
ach ieved recovery action to be sent to the Council of Min isters for approva l .  

The professional chambers i n  the reg ion were compel led to coordinate their 
economic a ctivity with the activity of the Commissary by using the a mount 
received exclusively to carry out the general  economic recovery p lan .  

The Apuseni Mounta ins Region,  on which the economic, san itary, and 
cultura l  recovery action was focused , had the fo l lowing l im its : from A lba 
Iu l ia ,  on the right bank of  the Mures, through Deva-I I ia ,  to  the l i m it between 
the counties of Arad and H unedoara ;  from here, on the l im it of the borough  
of  Ha l mag iu  and  the  borough itself, then the  l i  m it of  the  counties of Arad and  
Bihor; from here to Asti leu near the Crisu l  Repede ;  from Asti leu to H ued in ,  
and from H ued in  on the national  road  G i l au-Turda-Aiud-Aiba Iu l i a  and the 
entire Mara m u res County�. 

Through the new law project, the d ecisions of the Counci l  of M in isters 
made at Cam peni  and Huedin on May 3rd and 4th , 1934, were ratified and  
beca me l aws, as we l l  as the decisions made  by  the M in ister M a nolescu
Stru nga during  the conferences held with the chiefs of the a uthorities 
belong ing to the M in istry of Agricu lture a nd Domin ions in Cluj,  H ued in,  G i l au ,  
Campeni ,  and J a ra de Jos  on J u ne 6th , 7th, 1 2th, and 1 3th, 1934 9 •  

Due to the field su rveys and investigations and a thorough ana lysis 
of the offic ia l  a nd unofficial  documentation, in  the a utumn of 1 934, the 
Commissary of the Apuseni Mountains forwarded the Government a budget 
project accompanied by a series of reasons and a memoir widely describ ing 
the situation and  the measures to be ta ken as part of  the action of  economic 
recovery of the reg ion .  The project was d ivided i nto severa l  chapters and  
issues, as fo l l ows :  

A 
Subsidies to purchase seeds. The seeds used in this reg ion are complete ly 

destroyed .  For this reason, the harvest is poorer and poorer. Consequently, 
we need to change the cerea i ,  potato, hemp, and l inen seeds.  The action 
should start at the same t ime in  at least 10 communes by changing the 
types of seeds used so far. They wi l l  provide for other commu nes from next 
year's harvest . Assuming the subsidy of 1 ,000 ha with 500 lei ,  we wi l l  need 
300,000 le i  to purchase the seeds start ing this winter. In the budget of the 
year  1 93 5/ 1 936,  we wi l l  have to a l low 500,000 le i  for this scape. 

Subsidies for chemical fertiliser. The stable fert i l iser produced in  this 
reg ion is not enough from the quantitative and qua l itative points of view. It 
bare ly  covers 30% of the needed quantity. This is due to the poor cerea i ,  
hayfie ld ,  and pasture harvest. For this reason, we  shou ld  encourage the use 
of chemical fert i l isers to get a better harvest. In  its turn, th is wi l l  provide 
better-fed cattle a nd a greater production of fert i l iser, thus increasing the 
fodder harvest and thus the m i l k  production . To encourage this action and  
to  purchase the  ferti l isers for hayfields a nd model-pastures, as we l l  as the 
cereai crap, we wi l l  need 300,000 le i  this winter, and 500,000 lei i n  the next 
year budget. 

Subsidies to build fertiliser planks. Taking care of the sta ble ferti l iser is 
completely unknown in the reg ion .  More than 65% of the fert i l iser power is  
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lost by the fact that it is  not wel l taken care of, as there are not even the most 
primitive ferti l iser p lanks. The damage is enormous, a lmost inestimab le .  If 
we consider the borough of Campeni and its 1 1  com munes, we may draw 
the conclusion that the fert i l iser production of the 20,000 cattle is 1 , 000, 000 
m/m, while the 65% loss is  equa l  to the va lue of at least 300 cereai wagons. 
To encourage the construction of systematic p lanks i n  the best households 
with the best da iry and breeder u n ion communes, we need 200,000 le i  this 
winter, and 300,000 lei in  the next year  budget. 

Subsidies to purchase agriculture machines. Agricu ltu ra !  machines and 
tools are a lmost inexistent, whereas the existi ng ones are very prim itive. 
As a subsidy to purchase them, we calcu late 50,000 lei for this winter, and 
200,000 le i  for next year's budget. 

Establishing tree nurseries. Fru it farming is l ittle developed, a lthough 
soi l  and c l imate are favourab le  in  most com munes.  I n  order to provide a 
new source of income and  more food for the i n habitants by encourag ing fru it 
farming,  we need to estab l ish more State tree nurseries and thus grow the 
appropriate trees in the reg ion.  In  order to do that, we need 50,000 le i  this 
winter, and 200,000 le i  in next year budget. 

Encouraging herbs crap and ingather. This crap would be a new source 
of income, so it should be encouraged with 50,000 le i  each year. 

B 
An improvement of the economic situation in  the reg ion can not be 

imag ined without a l a rge contribution from the State to rationa l ly  organ ise 
cattle, horse and sheep breed ing and to systematica l ly  encourage m i l k  
economy. With th i s  a i m ,  the  com mu nes are to  be fi rst of  a l i  endowed with 
m i l k  cows and breed bu l ls,  then with mounta i n  horses and breed sheep . The 
contribution of the State would consist of the fo l lowing subsidies : 

Subsidies to purchase commune bulls . Bu l l  farms and p lanned un ions 
would not bear positive resu lts for a few years .  Before they may produce the 
needed reproducers, they have to be purchased from other regions.  In order 
to cover the l ack of bu l l s, which is acute, the subsidy must be 400,000 le i  
this winter, and 500,000 le i  for the budget year 1 93 5/1936 .  

Subsidies to bui/d private stables. The existi ng  stables a re i n  most of  
the  cases completely unfit to  the a i m .  In para l le l  with the  new organ isation,  
these shou ld  be changed i nto hyg ienic stab les .  In  this respect, the resu lts 
cou ld  only be reached with a special  ca re from the State. Therefore, the 
State shou ld stipu late 400,000 lei in  the next year budget. 

Establishing bul/ farms.  The annua l  lack in the reg ion is of a bout 200 
bu l l s .  This considerab le  l ivestock must be covered through an i nterna !  
production i n  the region . Consequently, we  need to  estab l ish both State 
farms and private breeder u n ions. Accord ing to our ca lcu lations, we wi l l  need 
8 State farms with 40-50 cows each that wou ld  provide a production  of 100-
140 bu l ls .  The rest cou ld be provided from un ions'  productio n .  This  action 
would  need 1 ,000,000 le i  to cover 8 years. 

Making studs. In order to regenerate the mounta i n  horse that is  a lmost 
completely degenerated nowadays we must m a ke studs to serve both 
private and army i nterests in the reg ion . Therefore, the amount of 1 , 000,000 
le i  shou ld  be a l lowed in next year budget .  
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Making sheep farms. In a l i  reg ions of the country we have v i l l age sheep 
farms. However, they are complete ly  inexistent in  the Apusen i  Mounta ins .  
Th is exp la ins  the degeneration of the sheep breed here .  We need at least 
5 sheep farms i n  the reg ion . The current l ivestock counts 300,000 sheep. 
These sheep farms should be endowed with at least 400 breed sheep, sa 
that the v i l lages may have the needed rams. They wi l l  a lso be a shepherd 
school ta g u ide them in praducing ord inary cheese. In order ta set them up 
within 5 years,  we need 400,000 le i  this year and  600 ,000 le i  for each of the 
fo l lowing years .  

Subsidies for cattle breeder unions. For cattle regeneration, we  need as  many 
breeder unions as possible. But they need, at least in the first years, a subsidy 
from the State. We suggest the amount of 300,000 lei for the next year. 

State contribution ta a reimbursable fund ta purchase milk cows. I n  
order t a  evolve from the present-day prim itive mounta in  economy t a  a 
nation a l  one combined with m i l k  cows and  considering the total  degeneration 
of cows, we first have ta make sure that the inhabitants im prove or cha nge 
their  cows with breed cows and a b igger  m i l k  prod uction .  Considering the 
poverty of the populati an i n  the reg ion,  we cannot reach th is  resu lt  u n l ess we 
create - accord ing ta  the genera l  p lan  - a re imbursable fund ta  provide the 
cred its the inhabitants need . However, the State shou ld support th is  action 
with a s u bsidy of at least 25-30%, which means an annua l  amount of a bout 
5 ,000,000 le i  besides the 10  yearly echelons.  

Subsidies for cooperatives for milk se/ling. Commune cooperatives shou ld  
be encouraged by State subsid ies with the amount  of  500, 000 le i  necessary 
ta purchase jars and sma l l  machines/separators/coolers. 

Establishing "plants" for milk industry. Mi lk  i nd ustry should be made i n  
centra l  da i ries u nder the State property. They have ta b e  estab l ished at the 
same t ime as the development of comm une cooperatives for each graup  of 
1 0- 1 5  com m u nes, each having  enough capacity to process the m i l k  com i n g  
from these com m unes, which wou ld  cost 2,000,000 lei . 

Creating a model-apiary and subsidies ta apiaries. The development 
of beekeeping in  the reg ion would provide a new income source . We need 
ta create a model-apiary to encourage it and ta provide subsid ies ta the 
schoolmasters and priests that w i l l  embrace this culture .  We need 100,000 
le i  th is  year and  400,000 le i  for the year  1 935/ 1 9 3 6 .  

c 
Subsidies ta create artificial hayfields . Fodder crap is not sufficient ta 

improve cattle breed ing and m i l k  production .  We therefore need ta introd uce 
a rtific ia l  hayfie lds at a large sca l e .  The subsid ies shou ld start right away, 
i n  order ta purchase the seeds for next spring .  We need 1 50,000 le i  a n d  
300,000 l e i  for next year. This a mount cou ld  b e  used for a bout 5 0 0  hectares, 
i f  we calculate a 600 le i  subsidy for a hecta re . 

Subsidies for /and improvement. The l ack of crap lands i n  the Apuseni 
Mounta ins  is wel l  known . Nevertheless, a great part of the unpraductive 
l ands could be used for crops through land improvement; particu larly  moors 
cou ld  become h igh-qua l ity hayfields.  A subsidy for these improvements 
would greatly increase the crap land in the reg ion . 400,000 lei wou ld be 
enough ta beg in  with. However, once the m i l k  production increases, the 
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annua l  subsidy should i ncrease, too .  
Subsidies to purchase harrows for hayfields and pastures. To increase 

hayfields and pastures production, we have to grow them rational ly. To purchase 
the harrows for model -hayfields and to subsidy the best householders, we 
need 1 20,000 lei now and 1 50,000 lei for the year 1935/ 1936.  

Making hayfields and model pastures. Accord ing to the genera l  
programme, we need to  make more hayfields and  model  pastures. To 
purchase the seeds and  the materia l  for this action , we need the amount of 
80,000 lei and 300,000 lei for the year 1935/1936.  

Subsidies for pastures improvement. Mounta in  pastures are the ma in  
income source for the  i n ha bitants. However, the  production is  very low. 
The l ack of skil l  and the poverty of the i nhabitants is  the m a i n  reason for 
the present situation of the pastu res.  We have to fo l low the examp le  of the 
a l p ine states and to do our best to increase pastu res productivity. A support 
in this sense from the State would bear very good resu lts . An amou nt of at 
l east 1 ,000,000 lei shou ld be a l l owed for this action . 

Subsidies to bui/d model-runs and pasture stables. If we embrace, 
accord ing to the genera l  p lan ,  the increase of mi lk  production and  a more 
rationa l  cattle breed ing ,  we have to make sure that the catt le has shelters 
on the pastures, and  to make rat ional  ru ns for m i l k  production . One cannot 
imag ine mountain economy without them.  The first condit ion for the 
flourishing of mounta in  economy would be bu i ld ing stab les and runs on 
pastures. This action should develop at the same time as the creation of 
cattle breeder un ions and m i l k  cooperatives . It needs each year a 1 ,000,000 
le i  su bsidy. 

D 
I n  order to provide new gu ide l i nes for household industry, we have 

a l lowed 500,000 le i  for this year and  500,000 lei  for next year. We have to 
stress the fact that wood craftsmanship is developed at a l a rge sca le  i n  these 
regions and we should create carpentries and toys workshops. The l atter 
cou ld  provide a n  unsuspected income to the moti . We have a whole p lan  that 
cou ld  contribute to the promotion of toy industry. Fu rniture for schools and  
other State institutions cou ld  be  made in  carpentries. 

It is wel l  known that in  the Apuseni Mountains, sheep breed ing is main ly  
focused on wool productio n .  It is absol utely necessary to provide g u idel i nes 
to sel l and use this prod uct .  By fo l lowing a wel l-structured p lan  to produce 
sta kes, card-machines, looms and  other parts, we suggest a subsidy of 
400,000 le i  for this year and  500,000 le i  for next year budget .  

E 
Schoo/ for mountain economy. We do not have in  our country any school 

concerned with mountain economy, a lthough our mounta i nous regions 
cover a bout 114 of the country. In  the Apuseni Mou nta i ns, where the l ack of 
culture and ski l l  is even more obvious, we consider it necessary to establ ish 
such schools. For the t ime being,  we cou ld  adapt the vocational  school for 
agriculture in Campeni  with a section for mountain economy, where the sons 
of the best householders cou ld  attend 3-6 month courses, particu larly those 
embracing mi lk  production,  hayfie lds and  pastures culture, and so on .  In  
order to  adapt the school mentioned above, we shou ld a l low 1 00,000 lei for 
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next winter and  900,000 lei for next year. 
Special courses at school in Campeni. Pup i ls  attend ing school wi l l  have 

to be supported just l ike the ones attending vocationa l  schools - for free.  
Assuming a n u m ber of 30 pupi ls  with a 20- le i  a l l owance per day for food ,  as 
wel l  as other l iv ing expenses, we need a budget of 300,000 le i .  

Mobile courses . In  order to spread knowledge a mongst the v i l lagers 
through mobi le courses, particu larly in  communes with m i l k  production and  
rational  catt le breed ing ,  we need 50,000 le i  for next winter and  1 00,000 le i  
for next year. 

F 
Subsidies for production, purchase and sells of agricultura/, wood, and 

household industry products. Cooperative can be considered as i nexistent 
in  the region,  and  this is precisely where it is  most needed, considering 
that the hardships of the Apuseni Mountains inhabitants are more obvious 
then a nywhere else . For this reason,  we have to support them by a l lowing 
500,000 le i  for next year budget and 100,000 le i  for next winter. 

G 
Research and experiments concerning the increase of agricultura/ 

production . In  this respect, noth ing has been dane i n  mounta in  regions.  
Here, we sti l l  do not know the most basic things concern ing types of cerea ls, 
potatoes, and fodder p lants to increase production . In this respect, we are 
sti l l  i n  the dark .  Without hea lthy research and experiences, we wi l l  not reach 
any resu lt .  For this reason ,  we consider that an action in this fie ld is h igh ly 
needed . The State shou ld  a l low 100,000 le i  now a n d  200,000 le i  next year. 

H 
Peopling rivers with trout and other types of fish.  We shou ld  not forget 

about piscicu lture that cou ld be a col latera l  income source for the inhabitants. 
Al i waters in the region should be peopled . An amount of 200,000 le i  should 
be a l lowed in  the next year budget. 

As far as forestry is concerned , the State should a l low i mportant amounts 
for fa rest recovery, as fo l lows : 

Tree nursery. Creating 16  nurseries on a total  su rface of 56 hectares 
wou ld cost about 600,000 lei ,  ma inta in ing them 250,000 le i ,  a utum n  works 
and overhead 250,000 lei ; a total of 1 ,050,000 le i  out of which 200,000 le i  
for current year a nd 850,000 le i  for next year. 

Picking seeds : 2,000 kg acacia ,  200 kg spruce fi r, 80 kg Austrian p ine, 
180 kg durmast, 1 00 kg ash tree, 50 kg d ifferent seeds, 80,000 le i . 

Planting 1 , 200 ha of degraded soi ls with seed l ing  plants of acacia, 
Austria n  pine, cytizis l amburn u m ,  durmast, ash tree, hazel tree, l ime tree, 
spruce fir, fi r tree, and so on ;  considering 1 ,450 lei per hectare, the amount 
would be 1 ,  740,000 le i .  

Torrent corrections. Transversal bu i ld ing in  river beds of dams and stane  
beaming in  dry masonry (about 1 , 500 cm for 1 2 0  lei ) ,  dams and beaming 
i n  zinc-coated wire holes (about 2 ,000 cm for 260 lei ) ,  as we l l  as bui l d ing 
smal l  fences near bluffs and  steep slopes (about 200 l i near meters) wou ld  
need a bout 940,000 le i .  On the  whole, expenses re lating to  forestry wou ld 
cost 3 ,81 0,000 le i ,  out of which 500,000 le i  wou ld  be used next winter and 
3 ,3 10,000 lei i n  the budget year 1 93 5/1936 .  
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I 
Miscellaneous. Chancery, fu rn iture, heating ,  l ighting, telephone, travel 

and da i ly  expenses, and sa an, 100,000 le i  for this year and 400,000 lei for 
next year. 

The progra m ,  u ndoubted ly a rea l istic one, cou ld  have contributed ta 
the economica! stra ighten ing of the Apusen i  Mountains ari a .  Its putt ing i n  
app l ication was i mplying time a n d  money, b u t  both o f  them were m issing 
to Tătărescu's government. Its fa l l i ng down in  1937,  the degradation of the 
interna!  situation and, especia l ly  of the internationa l  one, have changed the 
priorities' agenda of the Roma nian State . 

COMISARIATUL MUNŢILOR APUSENI ŞI PROGRAMUL SĂU DE REDRESARE 
ECONOMICĂ A REGIUNII (1934-1936) 

Istoricul  programu lu i  l i bera l  de  redresare economică a Reg iun i i  M unţ i lor 
Apuseni  începe cu Ion 1 .  C. Brătianu ,  care, în 1924,  a institu it o com isie 
formată din parlamentari i moţi, sub preşed i nţia l u i  Ion Russu-Abrudeanu,  
senator d e  Alba,  care a cerut M in isteru lu i  Agriculturi i  ş i  Domeni i lor  " restitutio 
in i ntegrum " pentru moţi şi sancţiun i  împotriva tutu ror organelor care a u  
l u a t  parte l a  încă lcări le  de lege săvârşite prin reforma agrară î n  zon ă .  În a 
doua guvernare l ibera lă ,  Ionel Brăt ianu a însărcinat pe Alexandru Lapedatu, 
m in istru l Cu ltelor, Gheorghe Cipă ianu ,  subsecretar de stat la  Domen i i ,  
ş i  D.  Tătărăscu, subsecretar de stat l a  Interne, ca împreună să stud ieze 
întreg complexu l  de  probleme ale moţi lor, i a r  apoi să vină în faţa Consi l i u l u i  
de M in iştri cu propu neri concrete în  vederea rezolvări i acestora . Opera 
începută de mare le  om pol itic l i bera l  a fost brusc întreruptă prin moartea 
sa fu lgerătoare la 24 septembrie 1 927,  şi prin p lecarea de la  guvernare a 
part idu lu i  său,  în toamna anu lu i  1928 .  

Prog ram u l  a fost reluat o dată cu  reven irea l a  guvernare a Partidu l u i  
Naţional  Libera l ,  fi ind transpus î n  practică d e  către G h .  Tătărescu . D in  
in iţ iativa lu i  Alexandru Lapedatu, l a  1 3  apri l ie 1 934 s-au reu nit l a  C luj 
reprezentanţi i  judeţelor locu ite de moţi (Alba,  Arad,  Bihor, Cl uj,  H u nedoara 
şi Turda) ,  cu care pri lej s-a luat  hotărârea de a se întocmi un  referat asupra 
problemelor moţi lor, referat înaintat, la 2 5  apri l ie 1934, Consi l i u l u i  de  
M in iştri . Pasu l  următor a fost înfi i nţarea Comisariatu l u i  M u nţi lor Apusen i ,  cu 
sed iu l  la C luj şi cu m is iunea de se ocupa de refacerea economică, san itară şi 
cultura lă  a Reg iun i i  Munţi lor Apusen i ,  reg iune având următoarea de l im itare : 
începând de l a  Alba Iu l ia ,  ma lu l  drept a l  M u reşu lu i ,  prin  Deva-I I ia ,  până l a  
l iz iera d intre judeţe le  Arad şi H unedoara ,  de a ici pe l iz iera plasei Hă lmag iu ,  
cuprinzân d  în întreg ime această p lasă,  apo i  pe l iz iera judeţelor Arad ş i  B ihor, 
de a ici până la loca l itatea Aşti leu lângă Crişu l  Repede, de l a  Aşti leu la H ued in ,  
iar  de l a  H ued in  pe  şoseaua naţiona lă  G i lău-Turda-Aiud-Aiba Iu l i a . 

Pe baza stud i i lor, anchetelor făcute pe teren,  precu m şi a unei  m inuţioase 
ana l ize a m ateria l u l u i  documentar oficia l  şi neoficia l ,  în toamna anu lu i  1 9 3 5  
Comisariatu l Munţi lor Apuseni a înaintat g uvern u l u i  un proiect de buget, 
însoţit de o expunere de motive şi un memoriu în care este descrisă pe 
larg situaţia existentă şi măsuri le ce trebuie l uate în acţiunea de sa lvare 
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economică a reg iun i i .  P l anu l  era eşa lonat pe 10  a ni ,  m ij loa�el� fina�cia�e 

pentru executarea l u i  urmând a fi puse l a  d is?o
"
ziţia . C�m 1sanatu l u 1  pnn 

Preşid inţia Consi l i u l u i  de  M in i ştri , care � rma .s� �nscne  1 n  ?�g.etu l anua � 
a l  statu l u i ,  în 10  an i  consecutiv, o su ma potnv1ta cu neces1taţ 1 le  rea le  �� 
conform lucrări lor publ ice ce se vor executa din p lanu l  genera l econom1c 
aprobat de guvern . . . 

Prog ramu l ,  fără îndoia lă  rea l ist, a r  fi putut contn�U I  l a  redres� re� 
econom ică a zonei M u nţi lor Apuseni . I mplementa rea l u 1  presupune msa 
t imp şi  ban i ,  dar ambele au l i psit guvernu lu i  Tătărescu . Căderea acestu ia,  
în 1 937, degradarea situaţiei i nterne, dar  mai  a les a ce le i  i nternaţiona le, au 
schimbat agenda de priorităţi a statu lu i  român . 

Note 

1 In the year 1907, Ion I .  C. Bratianu and his wife visited the M oti Country. In 

Albac, he found out that the 1 8th-centu ry church, where "Horea and h is  worthy 
com pan ions had received the Eucha rist" was to be destroyed, as the authorities 

decided to d ismember it a nd sell as old wood . Together  with the priest and 

schoolmaster i n  Albac, Bratianu p lanned to save the chu rch that he bought in 

the autumn of 1907; i n  the wi nter of the same year, he moved it  on sleighs to 
Tu rda and from there to Florica i n  special wagons, where master N icolae from 
Sohodol rebui lt  it on the opposite side of the s lope where Ion I . C .  Brat ianu's 

g rave l ies .  Father Pisa from Brad gave the church the i m perial gates of Closca's 
church from Carp in is and the cherry wood cup from the church of Mestecanis, 

where Crisan had pledged lest "they should separate the memories of those 

who had been un ited in fa ith and fight  to martyrdom ". Ion I. C. Brătianu,  Din 
Ţara Moţilor amintiri, Bucureşti, Im pri meri i le "Independenţa", 1924, pp .  9- 1 2  

2 Arhivele Naţionale - Di recţia Judeţea nă Bihor, Fond Prefectura Judeţului Bihor, 
dos. 68/ 1 934, f. 18  

3 Ibidem, f. 19 
4 Ibidem, f .  20 
5 Ibidem, f. 2 1  

6 Ibidem, f. 22 
7 Ibidem, f.  22-23 

K The region was made up of 6 counties, with 20 boroughs, 63 commu nes, and 
539,644 inhabita nts. The A lba County comprised the boroughs of  Abrud, Aiud, 
Z latna, Teius, and Alba Iu l ia ,  a total of 67 comm unes and 89, 3 1 5  inha bitants; 

the Arad County comprised the borough of Ha lmag iu  with 45 communes and 
2 7,073 inhabitants; the B ihor  County com prised the boroughs of  Beius, Vascau, 
Ceica,  and Alesd , a tota l of 193 com munes and 15 1,442 inhab i ta nts; the C luj 

Cou nty comprised the boroughs of Huedin and Gi lau,  a total of 8 1  communes 

and 76,714 inhabitants; the Turda County comprised the boroughs of Va lea 
de  Aries, Campeni and Iara with 52 commu nes and 68, 034 inhab itants; the 
Hunedoara County com prised the boroughs of Avra m Ia ncu, Brad , Geoagiu,  

I l ia  and Deva, a total of 195 comm unes and 122,060 inhab itants .  Ibidem, f. 
49- 1 5 5  

9 Ibidem, dos. 14/1936,  f. 208- 2 1 1  
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