DENIS MEMET

Summum bonum

Proiectul NEMVS a complicat activitatile grupului si ale
tinerei Asociatii Culturale Sarmizegetusa tot asa cum un copil
are darul de a complica existenta parintilor. Dar tot ca un facut,
iata ca suntem deja la a treia aparitie si crestem intr-un an cat
altii in doi. Invatdm impreuna alfabetul mediului stiintific litera
cu litera si numar cu numar, iar Nemus reuseste prin simpla-i
existenta sa ne aduca implinire cu fiecare nou articol tiparit.

Ei bine, nu este chiar implinirea aceea pe care cu totii o
cautam intreaga viata si pe care, de o gasim, de nu, fiecare fsi
poate raspunde doar siesi, fara cuvinte. Este, in schimb, o
implinire care se cere impartasita. Impartasind acest sentiment,
reugsim sa schimbam unghiul de refractie al intentiilor noastre
de bine si frumos, reflectand spre cei ce ne inconjoara un pic
mai mult si consumand in propria nostra existenta efemera un
pic mai putin din ce ne e dat si noua.

De aceea Nemus este pentru noi, membrii Asociatiei
Culturale Sarmizegetusa si cei carora le stam alaturi in demersul
nostru editorial, forma in care cunoasterea se materializeaza
prin prisma sentimentului nalt si a muncii voluntare. Este
efortul in care punem cel mai mult suflet si va fi mereu cel mai
frumos cadou de care speram sa se bucure in aceeasi masura
si cel daruit si cel ce daruie, si eroii articolelor si cei ce le scriu,
in fine, si cei citati si cei care ne citesc. Asadar, copil fiind,
Nemus iscodeste povesti cu daci si romani, cu monede vechi
si arme de colectie; viseaza cu ochii deschigi la numere tot
mai multe si, speram, mereu mai bine primite de cititori.

Noi nsa, adulti fiind, gasim tot mai greu timp sa facem
ceea ce vrem, ceea ce ne da pace interioara, ceea ce e
important pentru noi intr-un fel intim si inexplicabil. Logica
sufletului si a refractiei cunoasgterii este hartuita de o alta lege,
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metalica, dura si rece — cea a banului. Cand totul costa, cand
pana si apa are un pret oarecare, desi in lipsa ei viata nu poate
exista, este placut sa vedem cum unii oameni reusesc sa
depaseasca aceasta din urma logica, atat de prezenta, si sa
respecte in continuare regulile copilariei si ale firii si sa dea
mai departe un pic din putinul lor de fericire fara sa ceara in
schimb nimic (pay it forward).

Cand prezentul este atat de dens, Nemus gaseste si
deschide cititorului porti spre trecut, ridicand praful de pe cronici
si de pe icoane, cautand sub pietre inscrisuri tiparite cu dalta
si ciocanul cu mii de ani in urma, comparand steme, rascolind
librarii si biblioteci, dar si participand la festivaluri, facand
voluntariat pe santierele arheologice, colaborand cu istorici,
studenti, amatori, infestand net-ul cu site-uri tematice (sic /) si,
mai ales, incercand sa tina tanar si vesel spiritul omului locului.
Fara trecut, nu exista viitor. Sau, altfel spus: cunoaste-ti trecutul,
ca sa ai macar o idee despre ce fti rezerva viitorul. Pastreaza-ti
identitatea ! Ea face ca spiritus loci s& ramana tanar si vesel,
asa cum a fost inaintea noastra pentru multe milenii. In acelasi
timp, cunoaste-ti si iti intelege vecinii, astfel spiritul se poate
indlta la un nivel superior, global i chiar universal.

De ce indraznesc sa zic ca omul locului a fost mereu
tanar si vesel? Ce alt spirit ar fi ras la moarte asa cum faceau
stramosii nostri acum 2000 de ani si ce motiv mai bun ar avea
taranii sa glumeasca cu mortul pe masa, la priveghi, chiar si in
ziua de azi? De ce Miorita? Si, mai este un aspect: nu doar
omul sfinteste locul, ci si locul sfinteste omul. $i poate chiar acest
revers al medaliei trebuie sa se aplice mai mult in Romania
post-decembrista. Pentru ca mai mult decat orice altceva, de
la zidul dacic si de la malul getic putem invata cum sa radem,
iar rasul este reactia normala a logicii in fata absurdului, deta-
sarea senina de labirintul existentei imediate si privitul padurii
ca intreg, nu ca o insiruire de copaci.

Suma partilor este egala cu intregul doar cand vorbim de
lucruri mici si mai ales cand vorbim despre bani. Un om poate
face multe in viata, doi oameni insa pot incepe istoria de la
capat. Intre unul si doi oameni, iata, este o diferenta istorica.
lar noi suntem deja, de ceva vreme chiar, un grup inchegat. Si
grupul nostru militeaza pentru cultura si o cat mai larga
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circulatie a ideilor; adica tocmai pentru acele lucruri imposibil
de fractionat sau despartit. Pentru ca scopul Nemus nu este
acela de a gasi raspunsuri, ci de a incita la discutii. Nemus nu
explica, ci te indeamna sa cauti tu grauntele de adevar, gramul
tau de polen pe care sa-I aduci Thapoi in folosul stupului mare
din care toti facem parte si caruia ii spunem, toti, Pamant.

Si nu militdm pentru toate aceste lucruri gratuit ! Daca
rupem planeta in doua cu razboaie, minerit, xenofobie, prapastii
culturale, ideologice sau de alta natura, nu vom avea niciodata
doua planete mai mici, pe care sa le putem locui separati. lar
dacé repetam greselile inaintasilor nostri la 0 scard mai mare,
nu inseamna ca nu facem aceleasi greseli. Inseamna ca va fi
nevoie de si mai mult timp ca ranile produse sa se vindece.
Pentru ca ranile istoriei doar timpul le vindeca. Imperiile de ieri
si de azi sunt ca lupii: isi schimba doar blana. Goana dupa
resurse si dupa putere, pretextele pentru declansarea conflictelor
sunt mereu aceleasi. Pacea nu vine niciodata de sus in jos, de
la cei puternici si mari catre cei mici si multi. Pacea poate fi
insa cultivata la nivelul individului, cu mult dialog si rabdare,
asemeni agriculturii traditionale. Pentru ca, spre deosebire de
imperii, oamenii sunt ca fulgii de nea: cristalizeaza diferit in
functie de conditile de mediu (a se citi geo-politice), dar in
esenta toti suntem o apa si-un pamant.

Istoria nu este despre evolutie mai mult decéat este
despre spectrul timpului. Istoria scrisa nu este decéat suprapu-
nerea unui spectru peste un altul, asemenea armonicelor unei
cuante de lumina. Istoria moderna nu face decéat sa foloseasca
teoria relativitatii din fizica, acceptand inexistenta unui punct
de referinta absolut, a unui an zero si lasand loc interpretarilor
si completarilor altor istorici, dar si altor domenii cointeresate
de acelasi subiect. La aceasta sinergie, la acest sincretism
istoric adaugam si noi o fila — Nemus. Lectura placuta !

Summum bonum

The NEMVS project has complicated the Cultural Association
Sarmizegetusa’s activities in a beautiful way, just as a child complicates
its parents’ lives. However, it must be destiny’s ways that we are,
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now, at the third edition and we grow faster and faster. We learn
together the alphabet of science, letter by letter, number by number,
and by its sole existence, Nemus is our fulfillment.

Well, it is not exactly the fulfilment each individual looks for all
his or her life; to this question: "is it found or unfound? " each one of
us can only answer silently, to ourselves. This is that kind of fulfillment
that must be shared. Sharing this feeling means changing the angle
of refraction to our intentions of good and beauty, reflecting it to those
around us and consuming in our ephemeral existence a little less
than destiny has given us. For this particular reason, Nemus is for
us, the members of the Cultural Association Sarmizegetusa, the
shape in which knowledge materializes through great feelings and
voluntary work. Nemus is the fruit of great effort and bits of souls and
the greatest present of all is the joy we might find inside those who
give and those who receive, inside those writing the articles and those
reading them, and inside those quoted and the ones that read the
quotes. Thus, being a child, Nemus pries into the stories with Dacians
and Romans, old coins and weapons and daydreams about more
and better received editions. We, on the other hand, being adults,
find less and less time to do what we want, what gives us inside
peace and what has an intimate and unexplained meaning to us.

The logic of the soul and that of refraction are harassed by
another unwritten, rough law- that of money. When everything has a
price — even water, although it is essential for living — it is the greatest
feeling to see that some people can overpass the rules of the material
and live by the laws of childhood and nature, giving a bit of their own
happiness without asking something in return (pay it forward).

While the present is so complex, Nemus opens gates to the
past, rising the dust from old chronicles and icons, searching under
stones for hidden, ancient inscriptions, comparing armorial bearings,
raking through libraries and bookstores, participating at festivals,
volunteering on archaeological sites, collaborating with historians,
students and amateurs, infesting the internet with thematic websites
(sic ) and above all, keeping the spirit of men young and merry.

There is no future without past. In other words, know thy past
as this might offer you a glimpse of thy future. Keep your identity ! It
keeps spiritus loci young and merry, as it was before us, millennia
ago. Know and understand your neighbors, in this way, the spirit can
fly high at a superior, universal level.

Why do | dare to say that spiritus loci has always been young
and merry? Who else would have laughed when death showed its
face as our ancestors laughed 2000 years ago, and what better
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reason could nowadays peasants have for laughing with their dead
one on the table, at the death watch? Why would Miorita have been
written? And there is another aspect: the place blesses the man as
the man blesses the place. Perhaps these reverse side of matters
must be applied more in post-December 1989 Romania, as more
than anything else, from the Dacian wall to the Getic shores, we can
learn how to laugh and use this as weapon against fear and against
the absurd. The serene detachment from the existential labyrinth and
gazing to the world as a whole and not at its pieces- this is what
laughter can bring.

The sum of parts equals the whole only when we talk about
small things such as money. A man can do many things throughout
his life, but two people can rewrite history from its beginning. Thus,
there is a big historical difference between one and two and we have
been, for some time now, a whole, a very organized group. We fight
for culture, for a better flow of ideas, mainly for those things that are
impossible to fracture and to tear apart. The purpose of Nemus is not
that of finding answers, but to incite to discussions. Nemus does not
explain, but makes you wonder and look for the grain of truth, your
bit of pollen to bring it back to your huge bee hive we call Earth. And
we do not fight for all these this for free! If we tear apart our planet
with wars, mine exploitations, xenophobia, cultural and ideological
gaps, we will never have two small planets to live on. If we keep
repeating the mistakes of our ancestors at a greater scale, it does
mean that we make the same mistakes, but that we will need more
time to make things right. The wounds of history are healed only by
time. Yesterday’s and today’s empires are like wolves: they only
change their furs. The run for power and resources, the justifications
for wars are all the same. Peace does not move vertically, from the
powerful to the weak. Peace can be looked after by each individual,
just as the peasant looks after his crops. People are different from
empires: they are like snow flakes, materializing in deep connection
with the environment (geo-political environment). In essence, however,
all people are the same. History is about evolution and the specter of
time. Written history is but the overlapping of specters, similar to the
harmonics of a light quantum. Modern history uses the relativity theory
from Physics, accepting the existence of an absolute reference point,
of an absolute zero and leaving place for interpretation and completion
— from historians and as well from other convergent objects. To this
synergy, to this historical syncretism, we are now annexing a new
page — Nemus. Enjoy your reading !



