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Dislocarea trupelor de tip cuneus equitum pe limesul
Dunarii de Jos, in epoca romana tarzie

The dislocation of the cuneus equitum type of troops, along the limes of the
Lower Danube, during the late roman period

Cuneus equitum reprezinti in cadrul armatei
romane din epoca romana tirzie, un tip nou de
trupa aparut, aga cum in geineral se accepta de
catre istoriografia de speciaiitate (Grosse 1920,
p.- 51-53; Zahariade 1988, p. 77), in urma
reformei militare infiptuitd de catre imparatul
Constantin cel Mare. Din punct de vedere
etimologic, formula cuneus equitum
desemneazid o formatiune militard auxiliara de
cavalerie, aranjati in formd de cuneus (cui),
dispusa in unghi, cu varful inainte. Trupele de
tip cuneus equitum par sa provina din marile
detasamente de cavalerie create de imparatul
Gallienus in vremea crizei politico-militare din
a doua jumatate a secolului III (Berchem 1952,
p- 81; Coello 1996, p. 16), dispersate mai apoi
pe granite de catre imparatul Diocletian, precum
si din trupele de garda imperiala, desfiintate
probabil de acelasi imparat sau de citre
Constantin cel Mare. De asemenea, nu este
exclus faptul ca o parte din cunei equitum sa fi
luat fiinta din trupe de tip equites.

Pe limesul Dunirii de jos, Notitia
Dignitatum Orientis a inregistrat un numar
destul de mare de cunei equitum, fiecare fiind
mentionat insotit de cte un atribut, in functie de
origine sau de specific: Promotorum,
Sagittariorum,  Dalmatarum,  Dalmatarum
Divitensium, Scutariorum, Solensium, Arcadum,
etc. Unele din atribute sunt mult mai vechi,
dovadd a provenientei lor din fostele
detasamente de cavalerie legionara. Cunei
equitum au fost permanent considerate trupe de
elitd, intrucit in anul 347, rangul lor era
considerat egal cu cel al legiunilor §i vexilatiilor
comitatense (Codex Theodosianus, 5, 4, 1).
Initial, efectivele lor trebuie si fi fost destul de
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The cuneus equitum troops were a new type
of units of the Roman army, from the Late
Roman period, after the military reform of the
emperor Constantin the Great, as it is generally
accepted by the specialists (Grosse 1920, p. 51-
53; Zahariade 1988, p. 77). From the
ethymological point of view, the phrase cuneus
equitum names a military auxiliary cavalry unit,
displayed in the shape of a cuneus (nail), with
the angle foreward. The cuneus equitum type of
troops seem to have come from the great
detachments of cavalry made by the emperor
Gallienus duning the political-military crises
from the second half of the third century
(Berchem 1952, p. 81; Coello 1996, p. 16), later
displayed along the frontiers by the emperor
Diocletian, and also from the imperial guard
troops, dissolved probably by the same emperor
or by Constantin the Great. There can be also
taken into account the possibility that a part of
these troops, could have been made up from the
equites type of troops.

Notitia Dignitatum Orientis registered a
great number of cunei equitum, along the limes
of the Lower Danube, each cuneus was
mentioned together with an epithet according to
its origin or specific character: Promotorum,
Sagittariorum,  Dalmatarum,  Dalmatarum
Divitensium, Scutariorum, Solensium, Arcadum,
etc. Some of the epithets were much older,
certifying the origin of the cunei from the
former legionary cavalry detachments. The
cuneus equitum troops were always considered
elite troops; in 347, they were considered at the
same level with the legions and comitatanses
vexilations (Codex Theodosianus, 5, 4, 1). At
first, their forces must have been large enough
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mari (Zosimos, 5, 45, 1-2; L. Varady, Acta
Antiqua, 9, 1961, 3-4, p. 369- 371), dupa care
au fost supuse si ele unui proces de fractionare,
asa cum voi arita mai jos.

Pentru a urmari evolutia si dislocarea cunei-
lor pe limesul Dunarii de jos, principala sursa de
informare o constituie Notitia Dignitatum.
Cronologic vorbind, aceastd problema poate fi
urmaritid:doar pe parcursul secolului [V, intrucat
incepand! cu.'al-«doilea deceniu al secolului V,
informatiile cu privire la acest subiect lipsesc cu
totul.

O problema interesanti ar:fi aceea de a plasa
cdt'mai-exact in ‘timp, durata cat au functionat
aceste unitati militare. Cu cateva exceptii,
majoritatea cunei-lor de-pe.limesul Dunarii de
jos sunt atestati de Notitia:Dignitatum Orientis,
care inregistreaza o situdtie de facto din vremea
imparatului ¢Constantin cel Mare si a urmasului
sau Constantius Il De asemenea, s-a demonstrat
ca partea orientala a Notitiei a fost actualizata
nu mult dupa anul 395 (Jones 1964, II, p. 347-
358); ultima interventie este sesizabila la
Talamonium-Salmorus-Halmyris  (Murighiol),
unde Notitia Dignitatum Orientis (XXXIX, 18)
inregistreazd- un cuneus equitum Arcadum.
Acesta 1§51 are obarsia in provincia Arcadia din
dioceza Egiptului (Aricescu 1977, p. 116), pro-
vincie infiintata intre anii 386-392 (Zahariade
1988, p. 82-83). Acest fapt, combinat cu acela
cd segmentul oriental al Notitiei Dignitatum a
fost revizuit in jurul anului 395. conduce la
concluzia ca pana la sfarsitul secolului IV,
trupele de tip cuneus equitum erau in mod cert
prezente pe limesul Dunarii de Jos.

Un izvor antic confirmi existenta cunei-lor
in prima jumatate a secolului V. Astfel, Zosimos
(5, 45, 1-2 51 6, 7, 2) informeaza despre faptul
cd in anul 409, in contextul invaziei vizigote
condusa de Alaric in Italia, un numéir de cinci
cunei Dalmatarum totalizand 6000 de oameni
au fost trimiti in zona de conflict. Lasand la o
parte cifra: exagerata de cdtre Zosimos (cinci
cunei equitum insumand 6000 de oameni, ar
insemna cd o astfel de unitate avea 1200 de
oameni !), informatia este valoroasa in sensul ca
atestd existenfa acestui tip de unitdti i la
inceputul secolului V. Nu se poate explica
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(Zosimos, 5, 45, 1-2; L.. Varady, Acta Antiqua,
9, 1961, 3-4, p. 369- 371), and then they were
divided, as I will show you below.

In order to follow the evolution and the
dislocation of the cuneus troops on the Limes of
the Lower Danube, the main source of
information is Notitia Dignitatum. From the
chronological point of view, this problem can be
followed only throughout the 4" century,
because beginning with the 2™ decade of the 5t
century, there is not any information about this
subject.

Un interesting problem would be to place as,
accurate as possible, chronologically, the period
these military units functioned. With a few
exceptions, most of the cunei from the Limes of
the Lower Danube are certified by Notitia
Dignitatum Orientis, which registered a
situation from the time of the emperor
Constantin the Great and his son, Constantius 1},
There was also demonstrated that the part
regarding the East of the Notitia Dignitatum was
brought up-to-date shortly after 395 (Jones
1964, 11, p. 347-358). The last intervention is
perceptible at Talamonium-Salmorus-Halmyris
(Murighiol), where Notitia Dignitatum Orientis
(XXXIX, 18) registered a cuneus equitum
Arcadum. lts origin i1s from Arcadia province,
from the diocese of Egypt (Aricescu 1977, p.
116); the Arcadia province was set up sometime
between 386-392 (Zahariade 1988, p. 82-83).
This fact, together with that the part regarding
the East of the Notitia Dignitaturn was brought
up-to-date around 395, leads to the conclusion
that until the end of the 4™ century, the cuneus
equitum type of troops were surely present
along the Limes of the Lower Danube.

An ancient literary source certifies the
existence of cuneus troops also in the first half
of the 5% century. Thus; Zosimos (5, 45, 1-2 and
6, 7, 2) wrote abont the fact that in 409, during
the invasion of the Visigoths led by Alaric in
Italy, a number of .five cunei Dalmatarum
totalizing 6,000.soldiers who were sent in the
conflict area.. Excepting for the exaggerated
number given by Zosimos (five cunei equitum
totalizing 16,000 soldiers, would mean that such
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detasarea unor unitati de: pe limesul Dunarii de
jos in Italia, in contextul atacurilor hunice care
au loc in aceasta vreme, dar acesta este o alta
problema.

Cu privire la efectivele unitatilor de
cavalerie din epoca romani:.tarzie, au fost
exprimate mai multe opinii: F. Lot aprecia ca
numarul soldatilor dinunititile equites si cunei
se ridica la 100-150 (Lot 1935, p= 42). Tinand
cont' de marimea suprafetei locuite:-din cadrul
fortificatiei de la Gornea, unde este'atestatd o
unitate equites sagittarii, efectivul gamizoanei a
fost estimat la cca. 100-150 soldati (Gudea
1977, p. 74). Cifrele de mai sus sunt totusi
destul de mici in raport cu ponderea trupelor de
cavalerie romana trzie. Alte variante propuse:
500 de oameni (Grosse 1920, p. 53; Jones 1964,
II, p. 681); 300 de oameni (Varady 1961, p: 64).

Mai multe date putem desprinde din
evidentele arheologico-istorice de la Drobeta.
Efectivul unitétii cuneus equitum Dalmatarum
Divitensium de la Drobeta (Notitia Dignitatum
Orientis, XLII, 16) a fost abordat de curand, cu
prilejul unei analize a edificiului cruciform din
interiorul fortificatiei din secolul IV (Zahariade
1997, p. 167-182). Prin confruntarea
dimensiunilor spatiilor de locuit cu unititile
mentionate de Notitia Dignitatum in cadrul
fortificatiei de la Drobeta, M. Zahariade a ajuns
la concluzia ci acel cuneus equitum
Dalmatarum Divitensium, nu putea depasi ca
-efectiv 290/300 oameni, ceea ce pare a fi destul
de putin. Cifra este totusi acceptabild daca tinem
cont cd aceastd situatie este contemporand cu
vremea imparatului -Constantius. II, cind
unititile militare romane au fost supuse unui
nou proces de fractionare si reorganizare.
Notitia Dignitatum Orientis (XLII, 14)
‘mentioneaza la Dorticum un alt cuneus equitum
‘Dalmatarum Divitensium §i este probabil ca
avem de-a face cu o unitate mai mare cu acest
nume din timpul lui Constantin cel Mare, care a
fost divizata candva, cel mai probabil in vremea
lui Constantius II. Astfel ajungem la o cifra de
circa 500/600 de oameni, care pare acceptabilad
pentru un cuneus din timpul domniei lui
Constantin cel Mare (Aricescu 1977, p. 108;
Grosse 1920, p. 53). Notitia Dignitatum a
inregistrat prin aceasta un fapt foarte important,
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a unit -had 1,200 men !), this information is
important because it certifies the existence of
this type of units also at the beginning of the 5t
century. We cannot explain the transfer of some
units from the Limes of the Lower Danube to
Italy, during the Hunnic attacks from this
period, but this is another matter.

Regarding the forces of the cavalry units
from the Late Roman period, there have been
expressed many opinions. F. Lot stated that the
number of the soldiers of the equites and the
cunei was about 100-150 men (Lot 1935, p. 42).
Taking into account the sizes of the inhabited
area inside the fortification from Gornea, where
it has been certified an equites sagittarii unit,
the force of the garrison was appreciated at
about 100-150 (Gudea 1977, p. 74). The
previous figures are rather small in comparison
with the importance of the Late Roman cavalry.
Other opinions: 500 men (Grosse 1920, p. 53;
Jones 1964, 11, p. 681); 300 men (Varady 1961,
p. 64).

Much more informations we can find out
from the archaeological-historical proofs from
Drobeta: The force of the cuneus equitum
Dalmatarum Divitensium unit from Drobeta
(Notitia Dignitatum Orientis, XLII, 16) has been
analised recently, with the occasion of the
discussion about’cruciform building inside the
fortification the 4™ century (Zahariade 1997, P
167-182). After M. Zahariade had compared the
sizes of the -inhabited rooms with the units
mentioned by Notitia-Dignitatum at Drobeta, he
concluded that the cuneus equitum Dalmatarum
Divitensium unit could not have had more than
290/300 men, which seems to be a rather small
number. The figure can be accepted if we
consider that this situation was contemporary
with the time of the emperor Constantius II,
when the Roman military units were divides and
reorganized. Notitia Dignitatum Orientis (XLII,
14) mentioned another cuneus equitum
Dalmatarum Divitensium at Dorticum, and we
probably deal with a larger unit with the same
name from the time of Constantin the Great; the
unit was divided most probably in the time of
Constantius II. Thus, we can conclude that the
figure was about 500/600 men, which seems to
be acceptable for a cuneus, from the reign of
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acela ca si unitétile militare auxiliare din epoca
romana tarzie au fost supuse aceluiasi proces de
fractionare §i reorganizare, ca si legiunile.

Minmea vexilatiilor retrase din trupele de
cavalerie, pentru a fi trimise pe alte fronturi,
pare sa fi fost de 300 de oameni (Ammianus
Marcellinus, XX, 4, 2-3; XXXI, 11, 2). Foarte
probabil, unititile de acest tip erau impartite
tactic in grupe operative de 6 oameni,
comandati de un exarchus (Lambrino 1940;
Zahariade 1997, p. 172).

Pentru momentul disparitiei trupelor de tip
cuneus equitum este dificil de precizat o data
exactd. Cunei equitum sunt mentionati de
izvoarele literare din secolul IV (Notitia
Dignitatum) si de la inceputul secolului V
(Zosimos, 5, 45, 1), fapt care atesta existenta lor
pe o duratd de cel putin un secol. Atacurile
hunilor din prima jumaétate a secolului V au
produs nenumarate prejudicii armatelor romane
si multe unitdti militare au fost distruse total sau
partial. Limesul Dunérii de Jos a fost desfiintat
pentru o buna bucati de timp si este probabil ca
existenta trupelor de tip cuneus equitum
inceteaza in urma acestor evenimente, de la
aceastd datd nu mai definem informatii in acest
sens. De altfel, de aici incolo dinamica intregii
armate romane este dificil de reconstituit.

Numirul mare de trupe de tip cunei,
dislocate pe limesul Dunéarii de Jos ne duce
firesc la concluzia ca in epoca romani tarzie,
rolul cavaleriei a crescut continuu. Se poate
observa ca unititile de tip cunei equitum de pe
limesul Dunarii de Jos sunt mentionate intr-o
proportie covartitoare numai de izvoarele
literare, in spetd de Notitia Dignitatum. Cu
exceptia catorva caramizi stampilate, nu exista
alte informatii tegulare sau epigrafice despre
trupele de tip cunei equitum pe limesul Dunarii
de jos. Faptul nu trebuie sa surprinda, intrucat
este logic ca intr-o epocad plind de evenimente
politico-militare, trupele de cavaleric sa se fi
ocupat mai putin sau chiar deloc de fabricarea
materialelor de constructie, in spetd a
caramizilor. Exceptiile constatate la Sucidava
(IGLR, 296, cu bibliografia) si Histria
(Aricescu 1977, p. 122, nr. 3) nu fac decat sa
confirme o reguld. Cuprivire la stampila

43

Constantin the Great (Ancescu 1977, p. 108;
Grosse 1920, p.53). Thus, Notitia Dignitatum
registered a very important fact, that the
auxiliary military units from the Late Roman
period were also divided and reorganized, like
the legions.

The size of the vexilations retreated from the
cavalry troops, in order to be sent on other
battlefields, seems to have been 300 men
(Ammianus Marcellinus, XX, 4, 2-3; XXX]J, 11,
2). Most probably, the units of this type were
divided into operative groups of 6 men, under
the command of an exarchus (Lambrino 1940;
Zahariade 1997, p. 172).

It is difficult to specify the moment when
this kind of troops disappeared. Cunei equitum
were mentioned by the literary sources from the
4" century (Notitia Dignitatum) and from the
beginning of the 5™ century (Zosimos, 5, 45, 1),
which certify their existence throughout at lest
one century. The Hunnic attack from the first
half of the 5% century caused many damages to
the Roman army and many military units were
totally or partially destroyed. The Limes of the
Lower Danube was out of order for a while and
it is probably that the existence of the cuneus
equitum troops stopped after these events; after
this date we do not have any information in this
respect. Otherwise, from now on, there is
difficult to reconstitute the evolution of the
entire Roman army.

The large number of the cuneus type of
troops, dislocated along the the Limes of the
Lower Danube, leads us naturally to the
conclusion that in the Late Roman Period, the
role of the cavalry grew progressively. There
can be noticed that the cuneus equitum troops
along the Limes of the Lower Danube were
mentioned mainly by a large number of literary
sources, espccially by the Notitia Dignitatum.
Excepting a few stamped bricks, there are not
any other ephigraphical information about the
cuneus equitum troops along the Lower Danube.
This fact is not a surprise, because it is normal
that during a period full of political-military
events, the cavalry troops were occupied less or
even not at all with the making of building
material, in fact of bricks. The exceptions from
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descoperitéd la Histnia, s-a fiacut observatia ci
exista si alte posibilitati de intregire a initialei D
(Aricescu 1977, p. 122-123, sugera si
posibilitatea ca initiala D si provind de la
Dafne, unde Notitia Dignitatum Orieutis, VIII,
45-46, atestd la un moment dat doud unititi cu
denumirea Constantini Dafnenses si Ballistarii
Dafnenses), pentru aceastd ipotezd nu existad
argumente certe. (Odatd cu micsorarea
efectivelor (vezi cazul detasamentului Cuneus
equitum Dalmatarum Divitensium de la
Drobeta, cf. Zahariade 1997), a frecventelor
detasiri, a pierderilor suferite pe campurile de
luptd, stampilarea expresia pe materialul tegular
a unei unitafi militare nu-gi mai avea rostul.

AN -

Sucidava (IGLR, 296, with bibliography) and
Histria (Aricescu 1977, p. 122, no. 3), confirm
the previous rule. Regarding the stamp from
Histria, there was noticed that there are other
possibilities to complete the letter D (Aricescu
1977, p. 122-123, suggested the possibility that
the letter D comes from Dafne, where Notitia
Dignitatum Orientis, VIII, 45-46, certified at a
certain moment to units named Constantini
Dafnenses and Ballistarii Dafnenses); for this
hypothesis there are not certain arguments. At
the same time with the reduction of the forces
(see the case of the detachment Cuneus equitum
Dalmatarum Divitensium from Drobeta, acc.
Zahariade 1997), the frequent transfers, the
losses on the battlefields, the special stamping
of a military unit on a tegular material, was
useless.

Flaviana (Kuvin): cuneus equitum promotorum (Notitia Dignitatum, XLI, 13).

Tricornium (Ritopek): cuneus equitum sagittariorum (Notitia Dignitatum, XLI, 14).

Aureus Mons (Seona): cuneus equitum Dalmatarum (Notitia Dignitatum, XLI, 15).
Viminacium (Kostolac): cuneus equitum promotorum (Notitia Dignitatum, XLI, 16).
Luaederata (Ram): cuneus equitum sagittariorum (Notitia Dignitatum, XLI, 17).

Pincum (Veliko Graditte): cuneus equitum Dalmatarum (Notitia Dignitatum, XLI, 18) si

cuneus equitum Constantiniacorum (Notitia Dignitatum, XLI, 12).

= O ® N

14).

Cuppae (Golubac): cuneus equitum Dalmatarum (Notitia Dignitatum, XLI, 19).

Drobeta: cuneus equitum Dalmatarum Divitensium (Notitia Dignitatum, XLII, 16).

Egeta (Brza Palanka): cuneus equitum scutariorum (Notitia Dignitatum, XLII, 20).

0. Dorticum (Racovitza): cuneus equitum Dalmatarum Divitensium (Notitia Dignitatum, XLII,

11. Bononia (Vidin): cuneus equitum Dalmatarum Fortensium (Notitia Dignitatum, XLII, 13).
12. Almus (Lom): cuneus equitum stablesianorum (Notitia Dignitatum, XLII, 19).

13. Cebrus (Tibrita): cuneus equitum scutariorum (Notitia Dlgmtatum XLII, 15).

14. Augusta (Harlec): cuneus equitum Dalmatarum (Notitia Dignitatum, XLII, 17).

15. Varinia (Lescovec): cuneus equitum Dalmatarum (Notitia Dignitatum, XLII, 18).

16. Sucidava (Celei): c(uneus) a(equitum) D(almatarum) (IGLR, 296).

17. Utus (Vit): cuneus equitum Constantinianorum (Notitia Dignitatum, XLII, 21).

18. Securisca (Cergovita): cuneus equitum scutariorum (Notitia Dignitatum, XLII, 11).

19. Dimum (Belene): cuneus equitum Solensium (Notitia Dignitatumn, XL, 12).

20. latrus (Krivina): cuneus equitum scutariorum (Notitia Dignitatum, XL, 13).

21. Sexaginta Prista (Ruse): cuneus equitum armigerorum (Notitia Dignitatum, XL, 14).

22. Tegra (Marten): cuneus equztum secundorum armigerorum (Notitia Dignitatum, XL, 15).
23. Appiaria (Riahovo): cuneus equitum scutariorum (Notitia Dignitatum, XL, 16).

24. Sucidava (I1zvoarele): cuneus equitum stablesianorum (Notitia Dignitatum, XL, 17).

25. Sacidava (Dunireni): cuneus equitum scutariorum (Notitia Dignitatum, XXXIX, 12).

26. Capidava: cuneus equitum Solensium (Notitia Dignitatum, XXXIX, 13).

27. Cius (Gérliciu): cuneus equitum stablesianorum (Notitia Dignitatum, XXXIX, 14).

28. Beroe (Frecitei): cuneus equitum stablesianorum (Notitia Dignitatum, XXXIX, 15).
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29. Arrubium (Macin): cuneus equitum catafractariorum (Notitia Dignitatum, XXXIX, 16).
30. Aegyssus (Tulcea): cuneus equitum armigerorum (Notitia Dignitatum, XXXIX, 17).

31. Halmyris (Murighiol): cuneus equitum Arcadum (Notitia Dignitatum, XXXIX, 18).

32. Histria: cun(eus equitum) D(almatarum) (Aricescu 1977, p. 122, nr. 3).
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