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Cateva descoperiri arheologice inedite din fortificatia getica de la
Bazdana, punctul Cetate

Some new archaeological discoveries from the Getic fortification of Bizdina, Cetate point

Timp de aproape trei decenii, localitatea
Bazdana, comuna Calopdr, judetul Dolj, a
detinut un loc semnificativ in privinta
sdpaturilor arheologice din Oltenia (fig. 1).
Cele doua fortificatii de epoca La Téne de
pe raza localitatii (fig. 2), sunt de cea mai
mare importantd pentru cunoasterea istoriei
pre-romane a acestor locuri. Ma refer aici nu
doar la valea Jiului, ci la intreaga Oltenie.

Concret, cele doua fortificatii se gasesc
amplasate in punctele Cucuioava si
respectiv, Cetate. Prima a fost doar sondata
arheologic, pe cidnd cea de-a doua
mentionatd, a fost supusd unor ample
sdpaturi arheologice sistematice, intreprinse
intre anii 1980-1990 de catre C.M. Tatulea,
iar dupd decesul acestuia, de citre V.V.
Zirra.

Incepand cu anul 1996, am ficut parte
din colectivul permanent ce s-a ocupat de
sapdturile efectuate 1in fortificatia din
punctul Cerate (fig. 3 si 3a). Fortificatia a
fost ridicatd pe un bot de deal de forma
triunghiularda, mai inalt cu 45 de metri fata
de lunca Jiului (Tatulea 1983, p. 218;
Bondoc 2006, p. 407, pl. I) (fig. 4). Atat
cercetdrile mai vechi (C.M. Titulea, vezi
bibliografia), cdt si cele mai recente (V.V.
Zirra si colab.), au pus in evidentd un nivel
de locuire apartindnd culturii Cotofeni
(Zirra, Pop 1995, p. 15 si urm.; Zirra, Pop,
Oantd 1996, p. 7 si urm.; Zirra, Pop, Oantd
1998, p. 17-19), un altul ceva mai
inconsistent de locuire hallstattiand (Tatulea
1984, p. 94-95), precum si alte doud
apartinand epocii La Téne. Cele din urma au
fost incadrate cronologic in secolele IV-III
a.Chr.,, si respectiv, I a.Chr.-I p. Chr.
(bibliografia problemei: Tatulea 1983, p.
218-225; Tatulea 1984, p. 92-110; Zirra,
Bratu, Bondoc, 2001, p. 34-35; Zirra, Bratu,
Bratu, Bondoc, Raduti, 2002, p.54-55;
Zirra, Bratu, Bratu, Bondoc, Raduta, 2003,

43

DOREL BONDOC

For some decades, the locality Bazdana,
Calopir Commune, Dolj County, has
represented a significant place conceming
the archaeological excavations in Oltenia
(fig. 1). The two La Téne fortifications from
the area of the locality (fig. 2) are very
important for the pre-Roman history of this
place. I am referring here not only to the Jiu
valley, but also to the entire Oltenia.

In fact, the two fortifications are located
in the points called Cucuioava and Cetate.
The first one was just tested from the
archaeological point of view, while in the
second one there were made a lot of
archaeological excavations in 1980-1990 by
C.M. Tétulea, and after his death, by V.V.
Zirra,

Between 1996-2004, I was a member of
the team which excavated in the fortification
in the point Cetate (fig. 3). The fortification
was raised on a hill in a triangular shape,
45m higher than the level of the valley of
the river Jiu (Tatulea 1983, p. 218; Bondoc
2006, p. 407, pl. I) (fig. 4). The old
excavations (C.M. Titulea, see the
bibliography), as well as the recent ones
(V.V. Zirra and collab.), pointed out a layer
of inhabiting belonging to the Culture
Cotofeni (Zirra, Pop 1995, p. 15 and the
following; Zirra, Pop, Oantd 1996, p. 7 and
the following; Zirra, Pop, Oanta 1998, p. 17-
19), another one rather unsubstantial from
the Hallstatt period (Tétulea 1984, p. 94-95),
and also two layers belonging to the La
Téne age. The last two were dated between
the 4th-3rd centuries B.C. and respectively
between 1st B.C.-1st A.D. (the
bibliography: Tatulea 1983, p. 218-225;
Tatulea 1984, p. 92-110; Zirra, Bratu,
Bondoc, 2001, p. 34-35; Zirra, Bratu, Bratu,
Bondoc, Riduta, 2002, p. 54-55; Zirra,
Bratu, Bratu, Bondoc, Raduti, 2003, p. 51-
52; Zirra, Bratu, Bratu, Bondoc, Riduta, p.
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51-52; Zirra, Bratu, Bratu, Bondoc, Radut3,
2004, p. 52-53; Zirra, Magureanu, Bratu,
Bondoc, 2005, p. 64).

Materialul arheologic de epocd La Téne,
desi descoperit in cantititi semnificative
(Tatulea 1984, p. 92-110; Tatulea 1988-
1989; p. 15-28; Bondoc 2006, p. 392-408),
confirmd datirile destul de relative totusi,
ale celor doud nivele de locuire La Téne.
Din acest motiv orice descoperire cu
posibilitate de datare capdti o importanti
deosebitd. Ma voi opri in cele ce urmeaza
asupra catorva descoperiri apartinind celui
de-al doilea nivel de locuire La Téne
(secolele I a.Chr. - I p.Chr.).

in perimetrul fortificatiei cu val si sant, a
fost descoperitd o teaca fragmentard de
spadi realizatd din fier (fig. 5 g1 5a), care
inainte de momentul ingroparii a fost
sectionatd pe intreaga lungime si apoi
indoita de céteva ori. Impreun3 cu teaca, a
mai fost aflati si o cana (fig. 6) specificd
ceramicii de tip La Téne final. Piesele au
fost depuse intr-o groapa (fig. 6a; schita
contextului arheologic mi-a fost pusd la
dispozitie de V.V. Zirra, multumiri), cu
adancimea de -1,10m adincime fatd de
actualul nivel de cilcare.

in timp, procesul de coroziune a
fragmentat teaca in mai multe buciti. Nu se
poate preciza motivul pentru care piesa a
fost sectionatd pe intreaga lungime, inainte
de a fi ingropati. In tot cazul, indoirea
(“impachetarea”) sa finainte de a fi
ingropata, reprezintd o deja binecunoscuta
procedurd  rituala  celtici. In  mod
surprinzdtor, nu este vorba despre un
mormént. Cu exceptia partil superioare,
teaca a fost restaurati si in prezent este

stabilizatdi din punctul de vedere al
conservarii sale. Buterola aferentd nu s-a
pistrat.

In vederea facilitarii operatiunilor de
restaurare, am pus la  dispozitia
restauratorului, desenul reconstituit al

piesei. Farad a avea acordul subsemnatului,
desenul a fost publicat de persoana care a
realizat restaurarea, drept o “schifd graficd
arheologicd”, impreund cu considerafii
nepotrivite §i eronate, dupd cum urmeaza.
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2004, p. 52-53; Zirra, Migureanu, Bratu,
Bondoc, 2005, p. 64).

Although the La Téne archaeological
material has been discovered in large
quantities (Tatulea 1984, p. 92-110; Tiatulea
1988-1989; p. 15-28; Bondoc 2006, p. 392-
408), it certifies the relative datings of the
two La Téne layers. Because of this reason,
every discovery that can be dated becomes
very important. The topic of this paper
consists in some discoveries belonging to
the 2nd La Téne layer (Ist century B.C.-1st
century A.D.).

Inside the fortification with a wall and a
ditch, there was discovered a fragmentary
scabbard made of iron (fig. 5 and 5a), which
before it was buried, it had been cut entirely
on the length, and then it was bent many
times. Togeteher with the scabbard, it was
discovered a mug (fig. 6), typical for the end
of the La Téne period. The pieces were
deposited in a hole (fig. 6a; the schetch of
the archaeological context was given to my
by V.V. Zirmra, thanks), with the depth of -
1.10m in comparrison to the actual level of
the soil.

In the course of time, because of the
corrosion process, the scabbard was broken
in many pieces. The reason of the cutting of
the scabbard on the whole length before it
was buried, is unknown. Anyway, its
benting (“the packing”), before being
buried, represents a well-known ritual Celtic
procedure. Surprisingly, it is not a grave.
Excepting for the superior part, the scabbard
was restored and now it has a steady
situation from the preservation point of
view. The chape of the scabbard of the
piece has not been preserved.

In order to make restoration operations
easily, I gave the restored drawing of the
piece to the restorer. Without my consent,
the drawing was published by the restorer
like an “archaeological graphic sketch”,
together with erroneous considerations as it
follows.

So, the scabbard ’belonged to a
Celtic warrior, and after his death, his
weapons were layed down near the
creamtion remains”’(!), and also an unhappy
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Astfel, teaca ar fi “apartinut unui
razboinic celt, la moartea cdruia, armele
s-au depus aldturi de corpul incinerat” (!),
precum §i o propunere nefericitd de datare
a piesei in secolul IIl a. Chr. (A. Voinic,
Tehnici de stabilizare chimica prin
declorurare a fierului arheologic. Teacd de
sabie celtica-restaurare §i conservare,
Oltenia. Studii §i comunicari, X1V, 2002-
2003, p. 166-167). Am mentionat aceasta
stare de lucruri nu din dorinta de a
contracara articolul unui coleg restaurator,
care oricum nu are pregdtirea arheologica
necesard unei astfel de abordari, ci pentru a
corecta datele eronate amintite mai sus.

in partea superioars, piesa a fost
prevazutd cu un prinzitor de teacd, prin
intermediul cdruia teaca era suspendatd/
atarnata de centura. Prinzatorul de teaca are
o lungime pastratd de 8cm, din care S5cm
reprezintd portiunea lipitd de teacd;
lungimea prinzitorului reprezintdi un
argument de datare al piesei spre finele
epocii La Téne (Brunaux, Lambot 1987, p.
122). Teaca de spadd descoperita la Bizdana
apartine cu sigurantd faciesului cultural
Padea-Panagjurski Kolonii si dupa putinele
indicii tehnice pastrate, se poate data in faza
La Téne D2 (conform tipologiei Brunaux,
Lambot 1987, p. 122).

Cana descoperitd impreund cu teaca, a
fost realizata ingrijit cu mdna din pasta fina
de culoare gri-cenusie. Caracteristici
tehnice: gura largd, buza rasfrintd in
exterior, gatul cilindric, partea inferioara de
formd tronconica. Toarta porneste din buza
cénii §i se opreste pe umarul vasului. Piesa
se poate data la finele secolului II-prima
jumadtate a secolului I a.Chr. (pentru acest
tip de céni, vezi Crisan 1969, pl. LIX/1-2;
Sirbu 1996, p. 21, p. 232, fig. 76/1-3 si p.

233,77/1).
Gratie cercetdrilor arheologice de pina
acum, cunoastem cite ceva despre

procedura de deteriorare §i ingropare rituala
a armamentului de facturd celticd. Mai intai
armele erau arse si ca atare decilite, dupa
care erau indoite §i  deteriorate
intentionat/ritual, §i apoi ingropate (pentru
succesiunea  acestor  operatiuni, vezi
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suggestion of dating of the piece in the 3
century B.C. (A. Voinic, Tehnici de
stabilizare chimicd prin declorurare a
fierului arheologic. Teaca de sabie celticd-
restaurare §i conservare, Oltenia. Studii §i
comunicari, X1V, 2002-2003, p. 166-167). 1
mentioned here this situation, not out of the
desire to counteract the article of a
colleague, but in order to correct the
previous erroneous considerations.

In the superior part, the piece presents ¢
scabbard slide which connected the
scabbard with the belt. The scabbard slide is
8cm long; from this length, Scm represents
the part that is glued to the scabbard. The
length is an argument for dating the piece
towards the end of the La Téne age
(Brunaux, Lambot 1987, p. 122). The
scabbard discovered in Bazdana belonged to
the cultural aspect called Padea-Panagjurski
Kolonii and according to the few preserved
technical clues, could be dated in the phase
La Téne D2 (acc. to the tipology made by
Brunaux, Lambot 1987, p. 122).

The mug that was discovered together
with the scabbard, was made by hand of fine
grey clay. Technical characteristics: the
mouth is wide, the rim is turned down to the
exterior, the neck is cilindrical, the inferior
part is in a truncated cone shape. The handle
starts from the rim and it stops on the
shoulder of the vessel. The mug can be
dated to the end of the 2™~the 1% half of the
1* centuries B.C. (for this type of mugs, see
Crisan 1969, pl. LIX/1-2; Sirbu 1996, p. 21,
p. 232, fig. 76/1-3 and p. 233, 77/1).

Because of the archaeological researches
till now, we have some information about
the ritual deteriorating and burial operations
of the Celtic weapons. First, the weapons
were burnt and out of steel, and then they
were bent and deteriorated planned/ritually,
and finally, were buried (for the succesion
of these operations, see the conclusions of I.
Istudor si M. Marcu, after their study on the
Celtic weapons discovered in Rast, acc. to
Tudor 1968, p. 524). Therefore, while the
ritual of benting/“packing” the Celtic
weapons before being buried it is an well-
known practice, the significance of buring

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro



DOREL BONDOC | 2008

concluziile la care au ajuns I. Istudor si M.
Marcu, dupa studiul efectuat asupra armelor
de la Rast, cf. Tudor 1968, p. 524). Prin
urmare, dacd procedeul ritual de indoire/
“Impachetare” a armelor celtice inainte de a
fi ingropate este unul binecunoscut, in
schimb semnificatia ingropdrii unei teci de
spada celticd in perimetrul unei fortificatii
getice este mai dificil de precizat.

De asemenea, asocierea tecii cu cana de
factura getica este greu de explicat; ar putea
fi vorba totusi despre insusirea de cétre geti
si daci, a unor elemente de armament celtic,
in spetd a spadei celtice (Tudor 1968, p.
524). Depunerea laolalta a unei teci de spada
si a unei cani, poate sd fi reprezentat o
practica rituala, magica (?). La fel de bizara
este sectionarea tecii pe intreaga sa lungime.
Absenta izvoarelor literare care sa specifice
mdcar vag rostul acestor practici rituale, lasa
loc la wvarii si diverse presupuneri.
Racordind incadrarea tipologicd a tecii de
spada celtici cu cea a canii getice si cu
cronologia generald a fortificatiei, se poate
afirma ci este vorba despre o «manifestare»
databila la inceputul secolului I a.Chr.

Teaca descoperitd in fortificatia getica de
la Bazdana, este un bun reper cronologic
pentru datarea nivelului al doilea de locuire
La Téne din perimetrul fortificatiei. Ea
atestd de asemenea, faptul ca piesele de
armament aferente faciesului cultural Padea-
Panagjurski Kolonii, nu erau depuse numai
in contexte funerare (o situatie similard la
Rast, jud. Dolj, unde depunerile de arme nu
provin din morminte, cf. Tudor 1968, p.
517-525). In cazul de fati ne putem gandi la
o depunere votiva, prilejuitd de un motiv ce
nu poate fi precizat. in tot cazul, la data
cdnd a fost facutd depunerea, fortificatia
getica de la Bazdana era «reactivatd».

Pentru o buni prezentare a piesei au fost
realizate desene ale tecii de spadd, atit
inainte de restaurare, cit si dupa. Desenul
canii a fost realizat dupa fotografia trimisa
mie, de citre V.V. Zirra. Desenele au fost
realizate de Mihaela Pena si Violeta
Stanescu. Intreg articolul a fost tradus in
limba engleza de catre Mihaela Pena.

Dimensiuni teacd: lungime pastratd-65cm;
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of a Celtic scabbard inside the Getic
fortification is difficult to explain.

Is is also difficult to explain the
association of the scabbard with the Getic
mug; anyway it could be about the retaken
of some elements of Celtic weapons, in fact
the Celtic sword, by the Getae and the
Dacians (Tudor 1968, p. 524). The
deposition of a scabbard together with a
mug, could have been represented a ritual or
magic practice. It is strange in the same
way, the cutting of the scabbard on its entire
length. The absence of any literary sources
which can explain at least vaguely, the topic
of these ritual practices give us the
possibility of many suggestions and
suppositions. If we can join the tipology of
the scabbard with the one of the Getic mug
and with the general cronology of the
fortification, we can say that we deal with a
“manifestation” that can be dated to the
beginning of the 1% century B.C.

The scabbard from the Getic fortification
of Bazdana represents a good landmark for
dating the second La Téne layer of the
fortification. It also certifies that the
weapons of the cultural aspect Padea-
Panagjurski Kolonii were not deposited only
inside funeral contexts (a similar situation at
Rast, Dolj County, where the deposits of
weapons not coming from the graves, acc. to
Tudor 1968, p. 517-525). In this case, it
could be a votive deposition, brought about
by an unknown reason. Anyway, when the
deposition was made, the Getic fortification
in Bazdana was “reactivated”.

For a good illustration, there were made
drawings of the scabbard, before and after
the restoration process. The drawing of the
mug was made after a photo sent to me by
V.V. Zirra. The drawings were made by
Mihaela Pena and Violeta Stdnescu. The
whole article was translated into English by
Mihaela Pena.

The sizes of the scabbard: the preserved
length-65cm; the preserved maximum
breadth-Scm. The Museum of Oltenia, inv.
151597.

Another interesting discovery from the
Getic fortification in Bazdana, Cetate point,
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latime maximd péstrata-S5cm.  Muzeul
Olteniei Craiova, inv. I 51597.
O altda descoperire interesantd din

fortificatia getica de la Bazdana, punctul
Cetate, provine din sdpdturile lui C.M.
Tatulea. Este vorba despre o strecuriatoare
(fig. 7) realizatd cu mana din pastd
zgrunturoasd de culoare brunia. Marcajul de
pe piesa indicd faptul ca a fost descoperitd in
campania de sapaturi arheologice din anul
1984, 1n nivelul II de locuire La Téne.
Caracteristici tehnice: buza dreapta,
peretii arcuiti, fundul drept, perforat, cele
doua torti (una este ruptd) au fost lipite pe
jumatatea superioard a vasului. Orificiile de
pe partea inferioara a piesei au fost realizate
inainte de ardere, cu un obiect ascutit.
Diametrele acestor orificii sunt diferite.
Aceasta formad de strecurdtoare este
oarecum neobignuitd, avand in vedere modul
binecunoscut de realizare a acestor vase
(Crisan 1969, pl. LVI si CLIV; I Daci 1997,
p. 292, fig. 621 si p. 305, fig. 654-655). O
piesa fragmentard descoperitd in Muntenia,
la Chilia (Bichir 1984, p. 140, pl. XIX/7), ar
putea fi totusi o analogie destul de buna.
Dimensiuni:  diametru  gurd-11,5cm;
diametru fund-8cm; indltime-7cm. Muzeul
Olteniei Craiova. Desenul a fost realizat de

Ionela Mandrd.  Sumarele informatii
prezentate mai sus aduc noutdti privind
diversitatea inventarului arheologic

descoperit in perimetrul fortificatiei getice
de la Bézdana, punctul Cetate. Publicarea
lor este cu atdt mai necesard, cu cit in viitor
speram in realizarea unei monografii al
acestui important punct arheologic de pe
harta Daciei pre-romane.
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coming from the excavations made by C.M.
Tatulea. It is a strainer (fig. 7) made by hand
of rough brown clay.

The mark on the piece shows that it was
discovered during the archaeological
excavations of 1984, in the second La Téne
layer.

Technical characteristics: the rim is
straight, the walls of the vessel are arched,
the bottom is perforated, the handles (one is
broken) was pasted in the superior half of
the vessel. The orifices on the inferior part
of the piece were made with a sharp object
before the buming process. The diameters of
the orifices are different.

This shape of a strainer is unusual, taking
into consideration the well-known type of
this vessels (Crigan 1969, pl. LVI si CLIV; 1
Daci 1997, p. 292, fig. 621 and p. 305, fig.
654-655).

A fragmentary pieces discovered in
Muntenia, in Chilia (Bichir 1984, p. 140, pl.
XIX/7), could be a very good analogy.

Sizes: the diameter of the mouth-
11.5cm; the diameter of the bottom-8cm;
the high-7cm. The Museum of Oltenia,
Craiova. The drawing was made by Ionela
Mandra.

The little information that was presented
above brings news conceming the
archaeological inventory from the area of
the Getic fortification in Bazdana, the point
Cetate.

The publishing of such pieces is so
necessary, because in the future we hope to
make a monograph of this important
archaeological site from the pre-Roman
Dacia.
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Explanation of the figures

Fig. 1. Bazdana. Map with the location of the locality, acc. to Zirra and collab. 1998.
Fig. 2. Bazdana. The two fortifications Cetate and Cucuioava in the area of the locality,
acc. to Tatulea 1983.

Fig. 3. Bazdana. The fortification in the point Cetate, acc. to C.M. Tatulea.

Fig. 3a. Bazdana. The fortification in the point Cetate, acc. to V.V. Zirra.

Fig. 4. Bazdana. The hill with the fortification Cetate on its top.

Fig. 5. Bazdana, Cetate point. A fragmentary scabbard, before the restauration process.
Fif. 5a. Bazdana, Cerate point. The fragmentary scabbard, after the restauration.
Fig. 6. Bazdana. A mug.

Fig. 6a. Bazdana. The hole where there were discovered the scabbard and the mug
(drawing made by V.V. Zirra).

Fig. 7. Badzdana. A strainer.
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Fig. 1. Bazdana. Amplasarea localitatii, dupa V. V. Zirra.
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Fig. 3. Planul fortificatiei din punctul Cetate, cu sapaturile lui C. M. Tatulea.
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BAZDANA, LA CETATE, com. Calopir, jud. Dolj, sipituri 1993-2004
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Fig. 3a. Planul fortificatiei si sd@paturilor din punctul Cetate, dupa V. V. Zirra.

Fig. 4. Bazdana. Dealul pe care se gaseste amplasata fortificatia din punctul Cetate.
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Fig. Sa. Bazdana, punctul Cetate. Teaca de spadd dupa restaurare.

!‘IFCM

Fig. 6. Bazdana, punctul Cetate. Cana de lut, descoperita impreuna cu teaca de spada.
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Fig. 6a. Groapa in care au fost descoperite teaca de spada si cana.
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Fig. 7. Bazdana, punctul Cetate. Strecuratoare.
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