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Cateva vase romane de sticli din colectia
Muzeului Olteniei Craiova

Some Roman vessels of glass from the collection of the Museum of Oltenia, Craiova

Sticla romana reprezintd un domeniu inca
putin studiat in Oltenia (Tudor 1978, p. 108)
si de asemenea, in intreaga Dacie romana.
Motivatia acestei carente nu poate fi
precizata. Ar putea fi vorba de numérul mic
de descoperiri, de stadiul incéd incipient al
cercetirilor, dar si de starea de conservare
mediocrd a vaselor de sticld. Cauza
principald care stid la baza stdrii lor de
conservare in prezent, este fragilitatea. Din
acest punct de vedere, se poate spune cd in
comparatie cu obiectele de piatrd sau de
bronz spre exemplu, cele realizate din sticla
au avut parte de un destin incomparabil mai
tragic. De asemenea, nu poate fi neglijat
faptul ci obiectul la care ma refer aici, este
vorba despre sticla arheologica de epoca
romand, a “zicut” aproape douidzeci de
secole in pamant.

Sticla reprezintd una dintre cele mai
remarcabile descoperiri ale antichitatii,
utilizatd pentru realizarea de podoabe,
geamuri pentru locuinte particulare sau
edificii publice, si binenteles, pentru
fabricarea de vase de diverse forme,
dimensiuni i utilititi. Cu privire la cel din
urma aspect este importantd observatia
conform cireia, in multe cazuri vasele de
sticla  imitd/copiaza tipurile ceramice
contemporane lor. Vasele de sticla erau
folosite deopotrivd in scopuri casnice,
precum s§i pentru pastrarea parfumurilor, a
unguentelor, etc. in mod frecvent erau
depuse In morminte ca obiecte de ofranda.

Ingenioasa retetd avdnd in compozitie
nisip, oxid de sodiu sau de potasiu, var,
plumb si fier (pentru descrierea tehnologiei
mangan, magneziu, oxizi de aluminiu,
fabricarii sticlei, vezi Bucovald 1968, p. 5-
9), a reprezentat obiectul unei importante
preocupdri de-a lungul timpului.
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Roman glass 1is a chapter less
investigated not only in Oltenia (Tudor
1978) but also in the entire Dacia. The
reason of this fact cannot be specified. It
could because of the small number of
discoveries, because of the stage of the
investigation which is still incipient and
because of the poor preservation of glass
vessels. The main reason of their poor
preservation is the fragility. From this point
of view, it can be said that in comparison
with the objects made of stone or bronze for
example, the ones made of glass have had
an incomparably more tragic destiny. There
cannot be neglected the fact that the
archaeological glass “rested” under ground
for almost twenty centuries.

Glass represents one of the most
remarkable discoveries from the antiquity. It
was used for manufacturing jewelry,
window glass for private houses and public
buildings, and also, for vessels of different
shapes, sizes and utilities. Concemning the
last fact, it is important to say that in many
cases the glass vessels imitated the ceramic
types. Glass vessels were used for domestic
purposes and for keeping perfumes,
ointments, etc. Frequently, the glass vessels
were deposited as offerings in graves.

The ingenious recipe with sand, oxyde of
sodium or of potassium, lime, manganese,
oxydes of aluminium, lead and iron (for the
description of the technology of
manufacturing the glass, see Bucovald 1968,
p.- 5-9), has represented an important
preoccupation so far. The moulding/the
casting/the blowing of the glass in different
shapes, at high temperatures in special kilns
were not just a job, but a true art. This is the
reason why the technology of manufacturing
glass, was  kept as a great secret by the
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Modelarea/turnarea/suflarea  sticlei  in
felurite forme, la temperaturi ridicate in
cuptoare speciale, au reprezentat nu doar o
simpld meserie, c¢i §i o adevdratd arta.
Acesta este motivul pentru care multd
vreme, tehnologia producerii sticlei a fost
tinutd secretd de citre cunoscitori; avem la
dispozitie doar doud surse antice privind
acest lucru: Plinius cel Bitrin (XXXVI,
193) si Strabon (16, 756). Cu privire la
numdrul mai mic de descoperiri s-ar putea
.nvoca aici §i pretul probabil mai ridicat,
care facea din sticla un obiect de lux; nu este
de neglijat faptul cd intr-o necropolad
semnificativd din mediul rural roman din
Oltenia cum este cea de la Locusteni, au fost
descoperite numai 4 vase de sticla (Popilian
1980, p. 99-100).

Intentia autorului acestor randuri, de a
introduce in circuitul stiintific cat mai multe
din descoperirile arheologice din Oltenia,
continud in cele ce urmeazad cu prezentarea
catorva vase de sticld romane din colectia
Muzeului Olteniei Craiova. Piesele provin
din colectii particulare §i prin urmare,
locurile unde au fost descoperite sunt
necunoscute. In acest context, am putut
propune doar datiri bazate pe analogii.
Desenele pieselor au fost realizate de
Violeta Stinescu, iar traducerea textului in
limba englezd a fost asiguratd de Mihaela
Pena.

CATALOGUL PIESELOR

1. Unguentarium realizat din pastd
transparenta cu reflexe de culoare verzuie.
Piesa a ficut parte din fosta colectie
particulara Sutzu. Caracteristici tehnice:
gitul lung, buza ingrosatd si profilata,
siluetd zvelta; corpul de forma tronconica.
Este posibil sia fie vorba despre un vas cu
utilitate cosmeticd (Popa 2006, p. 86-87, cu
discutie despre un vas asemdandtor de la
Primorskoe).

Se poate data in secolul II (Isings 1957,
p. 97, forma 82 A 2). Piese analoage la
Tomis, databile in secolul II (Bucovald
1968, p. 102, nr. 192 st p. 103-104, nr. 196;
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connoisseurs for a long time; we have only
two literary sources regarding this fact
(Plinius cel Batran (XXXVI, 193) and
Strabon (16, 756)). Conceming the small
number of discoveries, we can invoke here
probably the raised prices, so the glass was a
luxury; it is important to specify the fact that
in a significant necropole from the villages
of Roman Oltenia like the one in Locusteni,
there were discovered only four glass
vessels (Popilian 1980, p. 99-100).

The intention of the author of this paper
to indroduce as many archaeological
descoveries from Oltenia as possible into the
scientific circle continues in the following
with the presentation of some vessels of
Roman glass from the collection of the
Museum of Oltenia, Craiova. The pieces
coming from private collections and
consequently the places of their discovery
are unknown. In this case, I could only
suggest datings based on analogies. The
drawings of the pieces were made by
Violeta Stanescu and the translation into
English was ensured by Mihaela Pena.

THE CATALOGUE OF THE PIECES

1. An unguentarium made of transparent
glass, with greenish reflections. The piece
belonged to the former private collection
Sutzu. Technical characteristics: the neck is
long, the rim is thick and outlined, the body
is in the shape of a truncated cone. It could
be a vessel made for cosmetic purposes
(Popa 2006, p. 86-87, with the discussion of
a similar vessel from Primorskoe).

The piece could be dated in the 2nd
century (Isings 1957, p. 97, the shape no. 82
A 2). Some analogies dated in the 2nd
century coming from Tomis (Bucovala
1968, p. 102, no. 192 and p. 103-104, no.
196; also, at Porolissum, acc. to Gudea
1989, p. 1121, pl. CCLVIII).

Sizes: the height-15cm; the diameter of
the mouth-3.2cm; the diameter of the
bottom-7.3cm. Old inv. 01900. Fig. 1.

2. An unguentarium made of transparent
glass with light-greenish reflections. The
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de asemenea la Porolissum, cf. Gudea 1989,
p. 1121, pl. CCLVIII).

Dimensiuni: inaltime-15¢m; diametru
gura-32cm; diametru fund-7,3cm. Inv.
vechi 01900. Fig. 1.

2. Unguentarium realizat din pastad
transparentd cu reflexe de culoare verzui-
deschisd. Piesa a facut parte din fosta
colectie particulard Sutzu. Caracteristici
tehnice: gura usor strambd (defect de
manufacturare) realizata in’ forma de pélnie,
buza ingrosatd si profilata, corpul piriform,
gétul scurt si subtire. Se dateazd in epoca
romana tarzie (indicatie S. Panczel),
probabil in secolul IV (Isings 1957, p. 161,
forma 133).

Dimensiuni: indltime-10,7cm; diametru
gurd-3,3cm; diametru fund-3,8cm. Inv. I
47884/ 01759. Fig. 2.

3. Cani realizatd din pastd transparentd
de culoare verzuie. Piesa a facut parte din
fosta colectie particulara Sutzu.
Caracteristici tehnice: gura usor stramba
(defect de manufacturare), corpul de forma
unui borcan. Toarta realizatd sub forma unei
frunze cu mai multi lobi, porneste din partea
superioard a gétului, lipindu-se pe umarul
vasului. Forma larg riaspanditd in intreg
perimetrul Imperiului roman (Lazar 2004, p.
68, nr. 63). Secolul II (Isings 1957, p. 68,
forma 51 a).

Dimensiuni: indltime-11cm; diametru
gurd-5cm; diametru fund-7cm. Inv. vechi
01943. Fig. 3.

4. Vas-carafi, realizat din pastd
transparentd cu reflexe de culoare verzui-
deschisd. Piesa a ficut parte din fosta
colectie particulard Sutzu. Caracteristici
tehnice: gura in formd de pélnie, corpul
bombat, fundul inelar si profilat. Secolul III
(formd apropiatd la Isings 1957, p. 123,
forma 104 a si p. 124, forma 104 b; de
asemenea, la Bucovala 1968, p. 64, nr. 86).

Dimensiuni: indltime-12,2cm; diametru
gurd-3,7cm; diametru maxim al corpului-
10,8cm; diametru fund-5,8cm. Inv. vechi
01752. Fig. 4.

5. Unguentarium fragmentar realizat din
pastd transparentd cu reflexe de culoare
verzui-deschisd. Piesa a facut parte din
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piece belonged to the former private
collection Sutzu. Technical characteristics:
the mouth is a little slanting (deficiency of
manufacturing) made in the shape of a
funnel, the rim is thick and outlined, the
neck is short and thin. The piece could be
dated in the Late Roman period, as ensured
me S. Panczel, probably in the 4th century
(Isings 1957, p. 161, the shape no. 133).

Sizes: the heigh-10.7cm; the diameter of
the mouth-3.3cm; the diameter of the
bottom-3.8cm. Inv. I 47884/01759. Fig. 2.

3. A mug made of transparent greenish
glass. The piece belonged to the former
private  collection  Sutzu.  Technical
characteristics: the mouth is a little slanting
(deficiency of manufacturing), the body is in
the shape of a jar. The handle made like a
leaf with many lobes, starts from the
superior part of the neck and it is glued on
the shoulder of the vessel. The shape was
wide-spread in the whole area of the Roman
Empire. 2nd century (Isings 1957, p. 68, the
shape no. 51 a).

Sizes: the heigh-11cm; the diameter of
the mouth-5c¢m; the diameter of the bottom-
7cm. Old inv. 01943. Fig. 3.

4. A carafe-vessel made of transparent
glass with ligh-greenish reflections. The
piece belonged to the former private
collection Sutzu. Technical characteristics:
the mouth is like a funnel, the body is
bulging, the bottom is ringed and outlined.
The 3rd century (an almost similar shape at
Isings 1957, p. 123, the shape no. 194 a and
p- 124, the shape no. 104 b; also, see
Bucovala 1968, p. 64, no. 86).

Sizes: the heigh-12.2cm; the diameter of
the mouth-3.7cm; the maximum diameter of
the body-10.8cm; the diameter of the
bottom-5.8cm. Old inv. 01752. Fig. 4.

5. A fragmentary unguentarium made of
transparent  glass, with light-greenish
reflections. The piece belonged to the
former private collection Sutzu. Technical
characteristics: the neck is long, the body is
bulging, the bottom is ringed and outlined.
On the neck, there was applied a cirular
thread of glass. The 3rd century (analogies
at Tomis, acc. to Bucovald 1968, p. 64,
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fosta colectie particulara Sutzu.
Caracteristici tehnice: gatul lung, corpul
bombat, fundul inelar profilat. Pe gét a fost
aplicat un fir de sticla ce formeaza un cerc.
Secolul III (analogii la Tomis, cf. Bucovala
1968, p. 64, nr. 86, la Poetovio, cf. Lazar
2004, p. 72, nr. 74).

Dimensiuni: indltime pastratd-9,7cm;
diametru maxim al corpului-7,4cm;
diametru fund-3,3cm. Inv. vechi 01749. Fig.
5.

6. Unguentarium realizat din pastad
transparentd cu reflexe de culoare mov.
Piesa a ficut parte din fosta colectie
particulard Bolliac. Caracteristici tehnice:
buza profilata, gitul cilindric, lung, corpul
globular, fundul drept. Ar putea fi vorba
despre un vas cu utilitate cosmetica (Popa
2006, p. 87, cu discutie despre un vas
asemandtor de la Ulmeni). Se poate data cel
mai probabil in secolul III (cf. Lazar 2004,
p. 70, fig. 68-69).

Dimensiuni: indltime-17cm; diametru
gurd-3,6cm; diametrul maxim al corpului-
9,2cm; diametru fund-4cm. Inv. vechi 0787.
Fig. 6.

Desi putine la numdr, vasele de sticld
prezentate aici redau céateva din cele mai
raspandite forme. Toate au fost realizate
prin tehnica sufldrii, care spre deosebire
de cea a muldrii,a condus la cresterea
productiei vaselor de sticla in Imperiul
roman. Sigur ca nu ar fi de prisos in paginile
acestei reviste, o scurtd prezentare a
modului de realizare a sticlei prin suflare.
Cel mai bine insd vorbeste o reprezentare
antici de pe o piesd care nu are nici o
legaturd cu subiectul abordat in prezentul
articol; este vorba despre un opait din
secolul I descoperit la Skolarice-KriZis&e-
Slovenia (fig. 7), cu redarea explicitd a unei
scene de suflare a sticlei intr-un atelier de
profil (Lazar 2004, p. 27, fig. 15).

Reprezentarea nu necesita din acest punct
de vedere, nici un comentariu, cel putin
pentru moment.
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no. 86, and Poetovio, acc. to Lazar 2004, p.
72, no. 74).

Sizes: the preserved heigh-9.7cm; the
maximum diameter of the body-7.4cm; the
diameter of the bottom-3.3cm. Old inv.
01749. Fig. 5.

6. An unguentarium made of transparent
glass, with purple reflections. The piece
belonged to the former private collection
Bolliac.

Technical characteristics: the rim is
outlined, the neck is cylindrical, the body is
bulging, the bottom is straight.

It could be a vessel made for cosmetic
purposes (Popa 2006, p. 87, with the
discussion of a similar vessel from Ulmeni).
The most probably, the piece could be dated
in the 3rd century (acc. to Lazar 2004, p. 70,
fig. 68-69).

Sizes: the heigh-17cm; the diameter of
the mouth-3.6cm; the maximum of the
body-9.2cm; the diameter of the bottom-
4cm. Old inv. 0787. Fig. 6.

Even though they are a few, glass vessels
which I have presented here render some of
the most spread shapes.

All of them were made by the
blowing technique, which unlike the
moulding one, led to the increasing of the
production of the glass vessels in the Roman
Empire.

It will surely be useful, in this paper, a
short presentation of the process of
manufacturing glass, by the blowing
technique.

But it better “tells” us this an antique
representation of a piece without any
connection with the topic of this paper; it is
a lamp from the 1st century, discovered at
clear representation of the moment of
blowing glass in a specialized workshop
(Lazar 2004, p. 27, fig. 15).

The representation does not need any
comment at least for the moment.
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Explanation of the figures

Fig. 1-Unguentarium. 2™ century.
Fig. 2-Unguentarium. 4™ century.
Fig. 3-Mug. 2" century.

Fig. 4-Vessel. 3 century.
Fig. 5-Unguentarium. 3" century.
Fig. 6-Unguentarium. 3™ century.
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Fig 3
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Fig. 7, acc. to
Lazar 2004
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