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DWELLINGS OR TEMPORARY HOUSEHOLDS IN THE 

VILLAGES FROM THE FIELD AREA 

CEAUŞESCU Anca* 

Abstract: Along the constructions inside the precincts, in ils outside regions !here are many types of constructions huilt 
for sheltering the humans, the animals, keeping the wine, the jorage etc., used temporarily or sometimes permanently, 
named single room house, sheep fold or hee garden etc. They do nof appear independently, hut as annexes of a village. 
Most of the times, they are duplicates of the households from the precincts, situated atlarge and sma/1 distances, fi·om 
few hundred of metres to few kilometres, according to the development of the precincts and the jield configurat ion. The 
households outside the village precincts have a special economic importance. They appear spontaneously, heing 
generated hy local specţ{lc causes and are not influenced hy elements outside the area where they were huilt. 
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In the Romanian geographic landscape, the dominant form of habitat is the village. It 

represents the result of a constant and long process of territory humanization, becoming stable once 

with the sedentary process of the population, in the Neolithic age. In its components, the village has 

the precincts - that part of the territory in which are concentrated the population, the dwellings, the 

cultural and economic objectives- and the boundary or the lands that includes the cultivated land, 

the hay fields, the grazing fields, the forests etc. 

The household from the precincts is made of the house and dependencies. The genesis, the 

evolution and the characteristic traits of it are the product of severa} factors that manifested 

differently along history. An important ro le was played by the ma in occupations, according to 

which some dependencies with proper functionality existed or not. 

Besides the constructions from the precincts, on its lands there are many types of 

constructions, meant for the animals sheltefing, wine and forage preservation etc., temporarily or 

even permanently used. They do not appear independently, but as annexes of a village. Most of the 

times, they are duplicates of the households from the precincts, situated at large and small distances, 

from few hundred of metres to few kilometres, according to the development of the precincts and 

the field configuration. 

The evolution of the constructions from the precincts had on its base geographic and economic 

motivations. A decisive position was that of the socio-professional statute of those who built it, the 

purpose pursued and the dynamic of the villages development in the precincts where it was placed. 

Moreover, the size of the precincts is also among the most important conditions on which their 

establishment depended. The larger the territory of a village was, the more the probability for setting 
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up new structures grew, deriving from the necessity of building new elements to the household 

meant to offer shelter and the possibility for the maximum exploitation ofthe field. 

To the founding of the household outside the precincts contributed, in the same time, 

demographic and social factors too. The overcrowding that appeared in some precincts determined 

the construction of new houses inside the boundaries of a village, especially by the young married 

people. The constructions insi de the border line of the village include, many times, ali the elements 

of the household from the precincts, excepting the spaces and the constructions for storing huge 

quantities of cereals. 

In the field regions, the most often met buildings are the single room houses (odăile). 

At the beginning of the 191h century, the economy of these areas was based on grazing. Related 

to this occupation, new constructions appeared in the precincts, called odaie, sălaş. conac, casă în câmp 

(single room house, abode, manor, field house). They were made by the animals' shelters, along with 

one to fi ve households 1• Unlike the hilly and the mountainside regions, where the houses were dwelt 

only temporarily, in the field areas, the single room houses were permanently dwelt. 

These types of constructions appeared in an early period. Their presence is mentioned in the 

171
h century (163Il But, accordingly the opinion of the authors who studied these forms of 

dwelling, the single room houses formed in the first half of the 191
h century, in the steppe or semi

steppe regions, as a consequence of the economic situation that used to characterize these fields: the 

consolidation of the large estates and the transition to the extensive agriculture. Therefore, towards 

the field regions, intensive fluxes of population migrating from the well populated hill or 

mountainside villages. For their workers, the landlords made of few and at hand, accidental 

materials, simple, rudimentary dwellings named single room houses, dwelt only temporarily, during 

the agricultura) work period. In time, the single room houses became permanent residences, around 

which the settlements appeared. V. Tufescu, in his study on the single room houses, names these 

different forms of dwelling "a recent phase in populating the steppe regions"3
. 

In his study on the sociology of the Romanian sharer village, H.H. Stahl considers that the 

populating of a territory was done commencing precisely from these "starting points in the creation 

of the precincts"4
• Around them, along time, different dependencies, meant to assure a 

1 Georgeta Niţu, Contribu(ii la cunoaşterea gospodăriei (ărăneşti din Câmpia Română, in "Contribuţii istorice, 
filologice, socio-economice", III, Craiova, 1977, p. 62. 
2 Constantin C. Giurescu, Principatele Române la începutul sec. al XIX-lea, Bucharest, 1957, p. 150. 
3 V. Tufescu, "Odăile"- O fază recentă de populare a (inuturilor stepice de la răsărit de Carpa(i, Except rrom the 
Annual Book of "Dr. Meşota" High-school from Braşov, year 1936-1937, Braşov, p. 1-36. 
4 H. H. Stahl, Sociologia satului devălmaş românesc, voi. 1, Bucharest, Fundaţia Regele Mihai 1, 1946, p. 137-138. 
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correspondingly dwelling, were built when the pastoral function was transfonned into an 

agricultura) one and then into villages. 

Melinda Cândea and her collaborators also consider that the temporarily dwellings such are 

the abodes or the single room houses lay the foundation of the villages, especially the gathered 

ones. In their transition to the statute of villages, process that registered a special dynamic during 

the 15111-19111 century and the first half of the 20111 century, the authors make a distinguish between 

severa) stages5
: a) the installing of the abodes ( cabins) in the clearing spots, as places with 

economic function related to the animal growing activity, being seasonal or temporary dwelt during 

the hot season of the year; b) the moment when the productive function starts to be competed and 

equalled by the residential function, even if the abodes remain further dependent on the main 

village, radical changes take place in the aspect, size and degree of comfort in the case of these 

dwellings; c) as the economic relations between abodes and the main villages diminish, gaining a 

real economic and social independence, the process for the formation of the new village occurs. 

The household outside the precincts has generally a simpler structure: one room with 

different dimensions, multi-functional (shelter, kitchen, place to rest and heat in). The arranging and 

the storing spaces are reduced, as compared with the household inside the precincts, both as volume 

and number. In consequence, the locations used for storing food, especially cereals, are actually 

only vessels and the places used especially for tools and implements are maximally reduced, as the 

animal shelters too. In this type of household lives one person, rarely two, usually a man. During 

the fanning works, the young persons from a family used to li ve, but only temporarily. 

The households from the village lands are built strictly from local materials, with a lower 

degree of processing, therefore, with much more archaic characteristics. The dependency of the 

building materials on the geographical conditions detennined the existence, in The Romanian Field, 

of the house with the walls made of weaved twigs and earth, covered with reed or straws and, )ater, 

made of adobes. The foundation misses most of the times (fig. 1 ). 

The wide surfaces with natural grazing and hay fields from the Danube meadow constituted, 

in the past, important spaces for growing animals, not only for the local population but also for the 

shepherds from Transylvania6
. Near the ponds from the Danube Valley numerous sheep flocks from 

5 Melinda Cândea, Florina Bran, Irina Cimpoieru, Organizarea, amenajarea şi dezvoltarea durabilă a spatiului 
geografic, Bucharest, Ed. Universitaria, 2006, p. 115. 
6 Du ring the Middle Ages, one of the ma in and intense practiced occupations was the sheepherding. Rei ating to it, the 
transhumance from the mountainside towards the field areas and the Danube ponds, knew a great development on the 
so-called transhumance road\·. One of these starts from Râu Şes Mountain, on Cema Valley, and passes near Şiroca, 
Cemeţi, Şimian, Rogova, from where it splits in severa] other roads, reaching Calafat, through Cetate - Hunia -
Maglavit; another route starts from Godeanu Mountain, descends in Cloşani Depression and from here to Bala -
Malovăţ - Putinei from where, just like the previous one, enters the Danube meadow through fan-like channels; the 
third one, starts on two directions: near Osla Mănăstirească Mountain, respectively from Arcanul, and merges at 
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Novaci, Vaideeni and Poiana Sibiului spent their winter. The shepherds made here shelters, both for 

them and for the animals, named sheep folds. In the i 11 decade of the 20111 century, in the Danube 

meadow, limitrophe to Dolj County, there were a very big number of such sheep folds: 30 near the 

villages Piscu Vechi and Poiana Mare, 3 7 ne ar Ne goi and Rast, 29 in the south of Bistreţ Iake etc. 7• 

Most of the part, the shepherds· shelter had the form of some conic cabins covered with straws or 

common reed. Sometimes, they were built of wood and looked like a hut. 

Along these sheep folds, used in the cold season of the year, by the shepherds from 

Transylvania, in the Romanian Field, the dwellers that grew animals, especially sheep, arranged 

such constructions on the commons (fig. 2). 

In this region, the sheep folds have a specific characteristic, according to the small number 

of sheep (200-300) and their mobile character. Generally, the sheep fold is organized during the 

spring (in April) and lasts until December (until St Nicholas day). The component elements of the 

traditional sheep fold are the shed, for the shepherd's shelter, keeping the food and the dairy and the 

pen (enclosure) for sheep. The sheepherders' room (named cătun in Bistreţ, Galicea Mare, târfă in 

De sa, cerdac in Cetate) usually had a square or rectangular shape and was built of wood poles 

introduced in the ground, one in each corner, with the walls and the roofmade ofreed. 

In the villages from the Danube Valley, beside the already mentioned components, new 

elements appeared: "the curtain" (fence made of reed or common reed with the length of 8-1 O 

metres and the width of 2-3 metres) that had the role of sheltering the sheep during the night; 

strunga (şo.fru, cerdac) - the place where the sheep were milked, surrounded by a reed fence, 

sometimes covered with branches, reed and sometimes open; {ărcălăul that prevented the sheep 

from running away and culmea, used for draining the whey cheese. 

Another type of seasonal dwelling is the cel/ar (press house) usually placed in the vineyard 

and where the wine and the tools were preserved. A great extension had this room in the viticulture 

regions, before phylloxera appeared. 

To the elements mentioned above, we should add the bee ţ{arden - the place where the 

beehives are put and where the bees grow. They were usually positioned near the hay fields and the 

forests with meliferous plants, where a single room house was built for the beekeeper and for the 

storage of the products and tools. 

Tismana-Ungureni and then descends towards Godineşti-Rocşoreni, rrom where it goes down to the Danube meadow 
and it is divided in severa( roads further on (Romulus Vulcănescu, Cartograjiera etnograjică a transhumanfei in 
Oltenia de Vest, in "Revista de etnografie şi folclor'', year IX, no. 1, Bucharest, 1964, p. 25-27). 
7 ***.Geografia Văii Dunării Româneşti, Bucharest, Ed. Academiei R.S.R., 1969, p. 420. 
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The households outside the village precincts have a special economic importance. They 

appear spontaneously, being generated by local specific causes and are not influenced by elements 

outside the area where they were built. 

Fig. 1. Seasonal dwellings in the precincts ofthe village (Galicea Mare, Dolj County). 

Fig. 2. Sheepfold (Cetate, Dolj County). 
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