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ARCHAEOLOGICAL INTERPRETATIONS. 7. EPIGRAPHICAL AND 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL CONTRIBUTIONS 

GUDEA Nicolae· 

Abstract. The author of these improvements brings some rectifications in connection with the two mi/itary units, cohors 
VII Raetorum, and respectively cohorts 111 Campestris, about which were affirmed a series ofwrong hypotheses. 
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1. Cohorts VIJ/ Raetorum 
Commenting on a military diploma from the year 119, regarding the Roman troops of Dacia 

Superior/Apulensis 1
, the authors, most likely hastily (in order not to say the truth), states that the above 

named unit (cohorts VIJ/ Raetorum) was a miliaria and equitata unit 2
. 

Such hypothesis is unbelievable. No one among those who know the military history of Dacia has 
affirmed this before 3• Roman forts archaeology in Dacia teaches us something completely different. 

The Roman fort from Inlăceni4 measures 142 x 146 m, therefore a surface area of 2,073 ha; at such 
camp, the corresponding units are quingenariae cohorts5

• 

Generally, Roman forts for miliariae equitatae cohorts (with a number of 1056 soldiers and 265 
combat horses + 120 beasts of draught) had a surface area of 3, 00 - 3, 50 ha with 14 barracks and 4 stables. 
The same data can be found also at Th. Fischer6

. 

Therefore, Cohorts VIII Raetorum was a quingenaria equitata unit, as it is shown by the inscription 
in Inlăceni7, in which is named cohorts VIII Raetorum civium Romanorum equitata torquata. 

2. Cohorts JJI Campestris 
Carrying on a series of epigraphical speculations, many of which seeking at any cost innovations, 1. 

Piso8 gracefully replaced M. Macrea completion from an inscription in Porolissum: cohorts V Lingonum 
Antoniniana with cohorts J/I Campestris Antoniniana9

• 

Basically, 1 have nothing with this replacement. It may be so. The difference lies in that the Lingoni 
unit is attested at Porolissum by severa) honorific inscriptions and relatively well-dated tiles stamps. 

Cohorts III Campestris appears poorly documented. A former soldier in this cohort, became veteran, 
reached leading position in municipium Porolissensis, mentions the unit in a votive dedication in Gordian 
era 10

• 1. Pisa knows without doubt that a single votive inscription can not attest the stationing of a unit in a 
particular place where it was found. That is why he added a series of speculations regarding the military 
stamps at Porolissum, which are not sustained. The cohort suspected to be Campestris is actually cohorts J/I 
D(acorum) confirmed by severa! types of stamps which have the D letter on. These have been published 
typologically by N. Gudea11

• There have been identified faur safe types, two in simple cartouches, with 
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letters rendered in relief: C H III; two in rectangular cartouches, with letters shown in depth (fig. 1 ). Then, 
Iike now, 1 pointed out that there are many versions, depending on cartouch size and letters. 

It is known that the Campestris unit stationed on the Danube river in Moesia Superior, where is 
attested by inscriptions and military diplomas 12

; the fact that the veterans of the unit appear in other places 
such as Napoca or Porolissum is not out of the ordinary. The reading of the COH III type stamps was also 
made by J. Szilagyi 13 in the forrn c[o]h(ors) hi(spanorum). 

E. T6th 14 thinks it's about three cohorts who put the same stamp CH III, but carefully avoids reading 
the stamps in fig. 18 which is CH III D. 

It is interesting how easily has reached 1. Piso to this conclusion. 1 wonder, because searching in IDR 
III.2 (Ulpia Traiana), p. 126, no. 129, 1 notice that a centurion of Legio VII Valeria Victrix place a votive 
inscription for his father in law at UTS ! ls this legion really stationed at UTS? 

Moreover, our inventive author found a way out: cohorts III Campestris has replaced at Porolissum 
cohorts 1 Ulpia Brittonum miliaria equitata (mentioned at Porolissum on military diplomas and stamps between 
118 - 164), which, in his belief, was moved to Dacia Superior, in the Roman fort from Bumbeşti, under the name 
of cohorts 1 Aurelia Brittonum miliaria Antoniniana. This idea was "borrowed" to him by F. Marcu 15

• 

With this Iittle invention, the cohort I Aurelia Brittonum miliaria "file" thickens a little bit more. Our 
inventor did not notice that C. C. Petolescu 16 already had "operated" a modification: he claimed that this 
unity (cohorts I Aurelia Brittonum miliaria) was initially cohorts I Nervia Pacensis Brittonum miliaria, 
which has changed its name in the honour of the emperor Caracalla. Also under Caracalla, 1. Piso believed, 
the poor unit changed its name aga in!!! 

It's a pretty unique case in the history of the Roman arrny that a military unit radically change its 
name. 1 personally have never found anywhere such (changes). 
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