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ANOTHER REPRESENTATION OF THE GODDESS VICTORIA ON A GEMSTONE 
FROM ROMULA1 

 
Gabriela Filip⃰ 

 
Abstract: This article brings into attention an antique gemstone with the depiction of a roman goddess 
engraved on its surface. It has been discovered at Romula, some decades ago and currently belongs to a 
private collection. The gemstone can be dated in the roman period of Dacia. 
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Capital of Lower Dacia, Romula has experienced a spectacular development in terms of 

economy, politics, culture and administration2 (Fig.1). It has been among the first urban centers 
awarded with the title of municipium3, subsequently being promoted to the rank of colonia4. As 
expected, soon it became an important center of agricultural production, resort tax on the way from 
Sucidava to Olt  narrow valley 5, but also the most important ceramic production center from the 
southern area of Roman Dacia 6. The strategic and economic importance of the city follows from the 
fact that it was situated at the junction of several roads, as follows: two on Olt Valley and another one 
coming from Drobeta 7 (Fig.2). 

⃰ 
Without any doubt, at Romula functioned several workshops of cutting and engraving 

semiprecious gemstones8. It is a fact that can be proved, on one hand, by the large number of 
gemstones discovered here9, but especially by the existence of  stone cores and processing scraps10. 
Most certainly, the development of these workshops of engraving gemstones must have been caused 
by the widespread use of such accessories as a result of their triple uses (as adornment items, as 
amulets and seals)11. 

Artifacts of this kind, found at Romula, are well-known today to us thanks to Professor 
Dumitru Tudor. He has collected and reported, in different studies or by brief articles, the majority 
part of these engraved semiprecious gemstones. Originally located in some private collections, later 
on a few of them have entered in the patrimony of certain museums (namely from Caracal, Corabia, 
Craiova), their number currently is estimated to approximately 180 pieces12.   

The themes that were used on the representations engraved on the gemstones from Romula 
are various and treat diverse and complex scenes with mythological, divine and allegorical 
characters, fantastic figures, grotesque creatures13, zoomorphic and vegetal symbols, or with a 
gnostic nature14. 

 

                                                            
1 This gemstone was made available for research and publication by Lucia Marinescu, through the medium of her 
daughter, Ioana Silvia Marinescu, to whom I thank. 
⃰ Curator, Oltenia Museum Craiova, e-mail: gabryela1982@yahoo.com. 
2 Tătulea, 1994, p. 40. 
3 Tudor, 1968 b, p. 349. 
4 Tătulea, 1994, p. 52. 
5 Tudor, 1968, p. 186; Tătulea, 1994, p. 82. 
6 Popilian, 1976, p. 22. 
7 Tudor, 1968, pp. 5-6. 
8 Gramatopol, 1971, p. 24. 
9 Tudor, 1938, pp. 14-19. 
10 Gramatopol, 2000, p. 109. 
11 Gramatopol, 2000, p. 107. 
12 Gramatopol, 2000, p. 109. 
13 Tătulea, 1994, p. 109. 
14 Tătulea, 1994, pp. 109-110; Gramatopol, 2000, pp.111-118. 
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⃰ 
In this present paper, I decided to bring into discussion a gemstone found at Romula some 

decades ago, and which currently belongs to a private collection (Fig.3-a,b,c). 
Description. The gemstone has been crafted from red carnelian, slightly translucent type, by 

engraving in depth and polishing (Fig.3-a). It has an oval shape, with a convex cross-section. 
Dimensions: 1,2 x 0,9 x 0,25 centimeters. 

In terms of iconography, on its surface it can be seen easily a female figure, standing 
upright, with her body turned to the left. She is rendered wearing a long and draped garment, caught 
in the waist with a girdle. With her right arm, stretched out forwards, holds a wreath. At its back 
side, appear figured two wings (Fig.3-b,c).  

From the stylistic point of view, the female figure is shown detailed quite enough. It can be 
notice a special attention for the garment folds, but also for the elements that are composing the 
wings. There is an obvious disproportionation of the head and hand in relation to the whole body, 
and facial details are rudimentary treated. 

Referring now strictly to the engraving technique, we can see a clean cutting of the stone, 
clear, without any errors of execution. 

The character's identification. Taking into account all these details, we can identify the 
character engraved on this gemstone with the goddess Victoria. She is rendered in a commonly 
iconographic style used particularly in numismatology, but no more different from the regular 
artistical canon practiced in glyptics throughout Roman Dacia. 

In roman religion, the goddess Victoria embodied luck and victory, her cult being closely linked 
to the triumph over death, determining the victory in wars 15. Sometimes, her image appears rendered on 
some coins, but mostly in Roman art. The iconographic style depicts her always winged and wearing a 
wreath in one hand, in a moving position or just standing. In some cases, she is pictured alongside 
another deity or objects. 

⃰ 
The gemstone presented in the pages of this article is not the only one of this kind found at 

Romula. Four others, with the representation of the roman goddess Victoria, were discovered in this 
settlement. Nowadays lost, those ones have benefited at the time of their publication of a brief 
annotation, as well as a very poor illustration16. Their representations can be included, in terms of 
typology, in roman cassical art style encountered in glyptics. Moreover, images of Victoria on 
gemstones abounds in the rest part of the Dacia province. Such examples can be found in the 
collection of gemstones of Brukenthal Museum from Sibiu 17, but also in the Cabinet of Numismatics 
of the Romanian Academy 18. Most certainly, their number is bigger 19, but this is relative and it 
depends greatly on the research in this field, but especially on the stage of their publication.  

It should be also mention here the fact that he best analogies for the gemstone presented in 
this pages, can be found at the south of the Danube, in Moesia (today Bulgaria)20. And this is hardly 
surprising. This reality is explained by the existence of miniatural cards which made up the design 
register of any craftsman from this artistic branch, and which could easily be carried on anywhere in 
the Roman Empire. For this reason, we find, for example, in the collection of the National Museum 
in Budapest 21, roman gemstones which shows striking stylistic similarities with the ones from 
Dacia, particularly to those from Romula. 

                                                            
15 Balaci, 1969, p. 268. 
16 Regardind these four gemstones, see Tudor, 1938, fig. 19/26 and fig. 21/h, fig. 19/27, fig. 19/28; Tudor, 1967, p. 213, 
no. 15, fig. 2/14; Tudor, 1968a, fig. 16. 
17 Țeposu-Marinescu, 1965, p. 97, no. 24-28, pl. III, fig. 12-15, fig. 17. 
18 Gramatopol, 1974, passim. 
19 Gramatopol, 2000, p. 112. 
20 Milcheva, 1980, passim. 
21 Gramatopol, 1971, p. 28. 
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As a conclusion, the gemstone with the rendering of the roman goddess Victoria of which we 
talked in this article, brings only minor changes in the general picture of roman glyptics in Romula. 
But it is necessary to put this artifact together with the others gemstones from Romula, thus 
completing the chapter of glyptic arts in this part of the province. It remains a contribution, even if 
modest, to the research of mythology, iconography, customs and beliefs of the roman period of Dacia. 
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Fig. 1. Romula on the map of Roman Dacia. 
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Fig. 2. The Roman city Romula (after D. Tudor, 1958). 
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Fig. 3. Roman gemstone discovered at Romula, with the depiction of roman goddess Victoria: 
photography (a); clay mold (b); drawing (c) 

(by author) 

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




