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SEVERAL JAPANESE OBJECTS IN THE MODERN DECORATIVE 
ART COLLECTION OF THE MUSEUM OF OLTENIA 

                   
                                                     Claudia Suru* 

                                                                                                                                                                             
Rezumat: Muzeul Olteniei posedă printre colecțiile sale o frumoasă și interesantă colecție de artă 
decorativă din care am prezentat 3 obiecte de factură japoneză care reprezintă, de fapt, tema acestei lucrări.  

Primul obiect este o farfurie decorativă japoneză din secolul al XIX-lea modelată manual din ceramică 
Satsuma și este pictată manual cu emailuri peste smalț și aurită. Ea este rotundă și are suport cu mâner din 
piele maron. Fondul farfuriei este negru și decorul îl reprezintă un împărat în costum de ceremonie cu o 
coroană de aur pe cap care stă pe un dragon. În jurul său sunt 4 înțelepți în costume de ceremonie și are 
motive geometrice și florale.  

Al doilea obiect este o farfurie decorativă japoneză din secolul al XIX-lea din bronz. Ea are formă rotundă 
fiind gravată în relief și patinată prin tehnica Shakudo. Decorul se compune dintr-un peisaj cu munți, pagodă, 2 
samurai, un cal, 4 dragoni, spice de grâu, evantaie, solzi, motive geometrice, vegetale și florale. 

Al treilea obiect este o statuietă japoneză în stil Shinkai din ceramică de lut care este din secolul al XIX-
lea. Ea este modelată manual, arsă și smălțuită. Statuieta reprezintă un nobil japonez care poartă un 
chimono verde și lung. El are părul negru și lung, barbă neagră și este desculț. Aceasta a aparținut familiei 
boierești Romanescu din Craiova care a fost foarte cunoscută în epocă și unii membrii ai săi au participat la 
evenimentele istorice din țară.    
 
Abstract: The Museum of Oltenia has among its collections a beautiful and interesting collection of 
decorative art from which we presented 3 Japanese objects, which in fact represent the theme of this work. 

The first object is a Japanese decorative plate of the 19th century, hand-made from Satsuma ceramics and is 
hand-painted with enamels and gilded. It is round and has a handle with brown leather. The bottom of the plate is 
black and the décor represents an emperor in a ceremony suit with a golden crown on the head sitting on a 
dragon. He is surrounded by four wise men in ceremony suits and has geometric and floral patterns. 

The second object is a Japanese decorative plate from the 19th century, made of bronze. It has a round 
shape being engraved in relief and having a patina by the Shakudo technique. The décor consists of a 
landscape of mountains, pagoda, 2 samurai, a horse, 4 dragons, wheat stalks, fan, scales, geometric, vegetal 
and floral patterns. 

The third object is a Japanese statuette in Shinkai style, of clay pottery from the 19th century. It is 
manually created, burned and enamelled. The statuette represents a Japanese noble who wears a green and 
long kimono. He has black and long hair, black beard, and is barefoot. This belonged to the Romanesque 
family of Craiova, who was very well known at that time, and some of its members participated in the 
historical events in the country. 
 
Cuvinte cheie: Japonia, împărat, Satsuma, China, Shakudo, Shinkai. 
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The Museum of Oltenia possesses, among its collections, a beautiful and interesting 
collection of modern decorative art from which we will present 3 Japanese objects, representing, in 
fact, the theme of this work: 

1. JAPANESE DECORATIVE PLATE, with inventory no. I 1.013 Satsuma style, dated 
in the 19th century, is made of ceramics. It was made by manual modelling, burning, hand painting, 
enamelling and, gilding. This is in a very good state of preservation. The plate comes from the 
nationalized fund and has a diameter of 19 cm. The decorative plate is round and has a handle with 
a basis of leather. It is marked with glazes over enamel and gilding. There is a polychromy in vivid 
colours. The base of the plate is black decorated with semicircles and jelow lines. At the centre of 
the plate there is an emperor with a white face and is dressed in ceremonial garments in red, blue, 
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green, burgundy, golden, beige, yellow tones. He wears blue pants with yellow dots. He has black 
shoes in his legs. He has black hair with a chignon. On the head he is wearing a golden crown. 
Around the neck he has a golden necklace with a red agate. In the right hand he wears a bunch of 
lotus flowers, which are royal flowers. Clothes have geometric and floral decorative patterns. The 
geometric ones are rhombus, dots and lines. Around him there are sitting 4 wise men wearing 
ceremony clothes in burgundy, blue, red, yellow, beige, gold tones with geometric and floral 
patterns. The geometric ones are: dots, lines, semicircles, spirals and rhombus. The heads have 
golden round auras with geometrical motifs: lines and dots. The emperor sits on a dragon that is 
painted in green, gold, pink, white and red colours. Near the dragon are stones. The dragon 
symbolizes power, independence, sovereignty and it guarded the treasures.The name of the Satsuma 
pottery comes from the Satsuma Province of Kiushu Island, where vessels were built in the 16th 
century. Satsuma is the Western name given to some potter items exported during the Meiji period 
(1868-1912). It was a creamy clay pottery with finely cracked emails decorated with thick enamels 
coated with gold1. 

2. JAPANESE DECORATIVE PLATE, with inventory no. I 16.026, dated in the 19th 
century, has a diameter of 24 cm. It is made of bronze by engraving and patina in shakudo style 
which consists of mixing a copper alloy and a small amount of gold being applied a patina in a 
glossy black. It comes from the donation of the Milcovici lulian family from Craiova. It is in a very 
good conservation status, being restored. The decorative plate is round and has a central medallion, 
slightly deepened with the gold background. In the background here is a landscape of mountains, 
wheat stalks and pagoda. The decoration has warlike patterns - we notice two samurai, one on the 
horse and second worshiping him the other , who was probably the commander. On the edges, the 
plate has small squares in yellow tones and brewn with patina, alternately. The décor has 4 dragons, 
2 on the top and 2 on the bottom on the plate. It is noticed fans, scales, semicircles and rhombus. It 
also has floral and vegetal patterns. 

The first samurai has an iron plate armour and a richly decorated helmet. He wears trousers 
and leggings of hemp and leather. The shoes are of bearskin. His weapons are a long sword called 
katana and a short one called wakizashi, a large bow with arrow set, a dagger, a halberd, a large and 
a very hard wooden shield. His horse has heavy and sumptuous harnesses. The second samurai is 
wearing a samurai suit and bows to the other. 

Pagoda is a religious temple in which relief and sacred Buddhist texts were kept. It has a 
multi-story tower shape. Its origin is lost in Asia. The first pagoda appeared in China during the 
Han Dynasty (206 BC- 220 AC). Pagodas were built of wood, stone and brick. The pagoda was 
influenced by the Indian stupa and the Chinese tower. Pagodas have spread to Japan, Korea, 
Thailand and Vietnam2. The dragon In Japan used to guard the swords and symbolized intelligence, 
wisdom and longevity. 

3. JAPANESE STATUETTE, with inventory no. I 966, Shinkai style, dating back to the 
19th century, has a height of 27 cm. It is made of ceramic clay and was made by manual modelling, 
burning and enamelling. This comes from the Romanescu boyar family from Craiova. The statuette 
has a very good conservation status. It represents a Japanese noble. He has beige-colour face, black 
eyes, black and thick eyebrows. He wears a long green kimono with a black stripe on the edges. 
His hair is black and long on his shoulders. His hands are tight on his chest. His legs are crossed 
and he is barefoot. The statuette is empty on the inside. Over the ceramics a green enamel with a 
metallic polish was applied by mixing a tin enamel with copper oxide.  

Ceramic clay first appeared in China and used to be burned at a low temperature. Ceramic is 
a harsh material that after burning remains porous and enamel is applied over the item. Usually the 
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tin enamel is applied and then metallic oxides of gold, silver and copper are added to create a 
metallic polish3. 

Romanescu boyar family was an old and important family in Oltenia in the 15th century, 
having its origin in the Romaneştii de pe Jiu , near Târgu-Jiu, Gorj county. Some members of the 
family participated in the historical events in the country, Craiova and Oltenia. loniţă participated in 
the Revolution of 1821, led by Tudor Vladimirescu as pandur, collaborator and his relative. The 
brothers Costache - magistrate and Petrache - politician, the sons of loniţă participated in the 
Revolution of 1848. Costache Romanescu participated at the Union of the Romanian Principalities 
on January 24, 1859, being a member of the Craiovean Unionist Club. Nicolae Romanescu, the son 
of Petrache, was a politician, the mayor of Craiova and he held various other public positions. He 
arranged the city of Craiova and contributed to its modernization and evolution. "Nicolae 
Romanescu" Park, named after his name, was designed by French architect Edward Redont and in 
1900 received the gold medal at the International Exhibition in Paris. lonel Romanescu, son of 
mayor Nicolae Romanescu, was a mathematics student, the youngest inventor of sailplanes in the 
world and hero-aviator in the First World War, his plane was bombed by an enemy plane on the 
French front on November 1, 1918, at Rethel, France, and he was killed. It was decorated post-
mortem with "The French War Cross". The Romanescu family was related to some Oltenian boyar 
families: Balotescu, Calomfirescu, Brădescu, Buzescu, etc4.. 

Conclusions   
Ceramic production has grown and refined due to the mastery of pottery artists. The first potters 

were Chinese and Korean, and later Japanese created pottery. The first vessels imitated the Chinese and 
Korean ones, then the Japanese potters made their own vessels. The pottery industry has been stimulated 
and these have arrived to the Arab countries. In the 18th century ceramic objects came to Europe due to 
the Arab invasion. Ceramic clay has spread to Italy, the Netherlands, England, Germany, France, USA. 
Japanese art became very popular in 1860 and spread throughout Europe and America5. 
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Fig. 1. Statuetă japoneză în stil Shinkai, 
sec. al XIX-lea. 

 

 

 
Fig. 2. Farfurie decorativă japoneză în stil Satsuma,  

sec. al XIX-lea. 
 

 
Fig. 3. Farfurie decorativă japoneză în stil Shakudo,  

sec. al XIX-lea. 
 

 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


