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MEMORIES AT AN ANNIVERSARY MOMENT

The Department of Natural Sciences from the Oltenia Museum celebrates 90 years of existence in this period. As it
depends on the historical time and country, the figure itself may seem large or small. Reported to a human fife, under normal
conditions of existence, this figure seems normal. During this period; the museum, founded by Professor Marin Demetrescu in
Craiova in 1923, confronted with a bloody world war, recorded several social movements that took place in Romania, faced
many natural disasters (two devastating earthiquakes, a period of drought followed by famine, another period of great drifts
of snow that paralyzed everyday fife of the country for a while, floods, etc.)

In its 90 years of existence, the Museum of Natural Sciences from Craiova went through ordeals, but now, it
successfully participates in cultural activities in the locality of residence, Craiova. This phenomenon was and is possible, as
the administrative bodies, regardless of the political regime, nature and social hardships, has afways supported this elite
culture establishment from Romania.

Being born in Craiova before mid-century, and my parents and relatives paying attention to the activity of the cultural
institutions of the city, I have Rnown several aspects in the development and evolution of this place of culture over the years. In the
first half of the century (1923-1973), the existence and activities of the Museum of Natural Sciences from Craiova are related to the
work of three people who collaborated- Marin Demetrescu, Constantin S. Nicolaescu-Plopsor and Ion Firu.

Marin Demetrescu (1881-1936) graduated the Faculty of Pharmacy in Bucharest and was a teacher at the College
Carol I from Craiova. In 1923, he founded the Natural History Museum of Craiova (1923). He was the director of the
Museum of Natural Sciences from Craiova (1923-1928) and of the Oftenia Museum (1928-1936), along with
C. S. Nicolaescu-Plopsor.

C. S. Nicolaescu-Plopsor (1900-1968), archacologist, ethnographer and folklorist, was the director of the Oltenia
Museum (1946-1952), correspondent member of the Romanian Academy (1963). Together with Ion Firu, he conducted
anthropological excavations at Tetoiu (Bugiulesti, Graunceanu Valley, Vilcea, 1960-1967), where there was discovered
evidence of the conscious activity of the human ancestors dating back two million years ago, during the period called "pebble
culture’. Dependent on the Rnowledge accumulated during his paleontological and anthropological research, C.S. Nicolaescu-
Plopsor oscillated in the determination of the historical timing of these reflics, which were accepted by some scholars (the
famous South African anthropologist, of Australian origin, Raymond Arthur Dart came especially in Romania, in 1965, to
study them) or were challenged by others. At present, in the context of the new discoveries in anthropogenesis, these findings
regain in importance.

Ton Firu (1926-1984), born in Craiova, graduated the Faculty of Natural Sciences at the University of Cluj (1950);
fie was initially teaching assistant at the Faculty of Veterinary Medicine and Zootechnics of Arad (1950), after which, he
worked for the rest of his life at the Oltenia Museum, Craiova, where he was assistant (1950), lecturer (1951), director of the
Oltenia Museum Craiova (1952-1973) and secretary of the Commission of Natural Monuments, Craiova. He had multiple
activities and achievements in the field of natural monuments in Oltenia. He reshaped the space of the Oltenia Museum,
where he organized the permanent exhibition of Natural Sciences (1963), where there were 12 dioramas, attraction of
European fame, the achievement of which belongs to him. His fields of interest were varied: palacontology, botany,
entomology, museology. Being extremely meticulous, he finished his doctoral thesis (Entomofauna of sandy lands around
Cratova, 1982) after a long reviewing process.

After graduating the Faculty of Biology of the University of Bucharest and a stage of almost two years at the Biological,
Geological and Geographical Research Station Stejarul - Pangarati, A. 1. Cuza University from Iagi, I was employed at the
University of Craiova (May 1, 1966) until 2011, when I retired. During this time, I participated in many scientific and cultural
activities of the city and its neighbourfioods ("neighbourfioods” that reached ... Japan!) I had the opportunity to know him, to flisten
to his conferences and talk to the eminent historian, archaeologist and palacontologist (among other areas of reference), who was
Constantin S. Nicolaescu-Plopsor, one of the mentors of this place of culture from Craiova.

My choice for Biology, I owe to Mr. Ion Firu, who was the Director of the Oltenia Museum and a friend of my
Sather. In the spring of 1960, the last class of high school, I did not know what studies to follow. My passion was aviation
and philosophy. The first option was not accepted by the family (they called me “airplane driver’) while in case of the second
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one, the excitement decreased when I saw that the main activity was to study the works of Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin
... In these circumstances, resigned, I ortented toward medicine, due to a_family friend, PhD. Emilian Culescu (he studied
and specialized in France), a reputed ENT doctor in Craiova (returned home to perform military service) My father told me
to go to consult with the director Firu Ton. The building of the Museum (Street Madona Dudu) and the exhibits were very
Sfamiliar to me because, when my father was working at the Museum settings, together with Mr. Firu Ion and his
collaborators, I was scouring the exhibition halls. In the director’s office, we were exposed the fields a graduate of the
Faculty of Biology may activate in. By the end of the meeting, the secretary handed the correspondence to the director and,
among it, there was a package. With his proverbial tact, Mr. Firu unwrapped the package and took out a book, browsed it a
Gittle and handed it to me saying: "Here are described aspects regarding the fields a biologist may activate in, if he does not
want to teach at a school or faculty" It was an album of monuments from an African country. From that moment, my choice
Sor the Faculty of Biology was sure! The speeches delivered by Professor Alexandru Buia that, at his meetings with the
students from the Carol I College (ex-Nicolae Bdlcescu) of Cratova, presented issues from Russia, Kazakfistan and other
countries, also contributed to my choice.

Another episode, sad this time. In 1975, it was to take place a double anniversary of historical nature: 1750 years
from the first representation of the settlement Pelendava (current Craiova) on Tabula Peutingeriana (a copy from the 12
century of a map executed in 225, rendering the public roads from the Roman Empire) and 500 years from the first historical
mention of the town Craiova (initially presented in the inscription on the tomb of Vladislav I, then in a charter issued by the
ruler Basarab Laiotd on the 1¢ of June 1475). To mark this event, it was decided that the two departments of the Oltenia
Museum that worked in the same building, located in Madona Dudu street, to function in separate buildings, each having at
its disposal a double exhibition space: the Department of Archacology and History to remain in the building in Madona
Dudu street and the Department of Natural Sciences in a building in Brestei street. Personally, I did not and I do not think,
that this action represented an 'abustve dissolution” of the Department of Natural Sciences! However, there occurred the
earthquake of March 4, 1977 and both buildings were badly damaged. Obtaining funding for the restoration of the building
of the History Museum located in Madona Dudu street was simpler as there had already functioned a museum. As for the
space for the Museum of Natural Sciences, the situation was more difficult because the building in Brestei street, although
grandiose, was not an architectural monument, being in the custody of the University of Craiova. At the request of my
colleagues and friends from the Museum (PhD. Elena Bazilescu, PhD. Irina Paunescu and others), who stood cramped with
inventory items in different locations (one being the current notary near Dolj County Court), we found an interesting aspect:
in the building from Brestet street, there have functioned administrative units since the Austrian domination in Oltenia
(1718-1739), and, according to some people, here was even the Austrian governor's residence!. This information, along with
others, helped in raising money to save collections, as well as in obtaining the current building located in Popa Sapca street,
which is the current premises of the Museum of Natural Sciences from Craiova.

An achievement of the present staff of the Museum of Natural Sciences, is the Scientific Communications Session,
become the International Conference entitled Museum and scientific research. Annually, at the middle of September,
eminent specialists from different areas of fife sciences research, from the country and from abroad, gather at Craiova. It is a
prestigious event, all participants enjoying and benefitting from the existence. Its organization is due both to the efforts of
the entire staff of the museum and to the financial support provided by Dolj County Council (Mr. Ion Prioteasa, president of
the council, being a permanent presence) and other sponsors. I remember that at the sessions of scientific communications
organized during 1965-1980, there attended celebrities in the field of biology from Romania, the sessions being organized in
co-operation with the University of Craiova, the Commission of Natural Monuments of the Romanian Academy (the late
Prof. Bogdan Bobdrnac betng the co-ordinator of the sub-commission Oltenia of Natural Monuments), SIRAR organization,
etc. The difference is made by the graphic quality of the published volume (coloured plates, coated paper, etc.), as well as by
the presence of numerous foreign experts, which gives an authority in the field.

I wish the scientific and administrative staff of the museum a fruitful activity and long life to this valuable
cultural unit.

(Prof. PhD. CORNEANU (. ga6rie[
University of Craiova
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AMINTIR] LA O DATA ANIVERSARA

Sectia de Stiinte ale Naturti, din cadrul Muzeului Olteniei din Craiova, aniverseazd in aceastd perioadd 90 ani de
la infiintare. Dependent de timpul istoric §i tard, cifra in sine, poate pdrea mare sau micd. Raportatd la viata unui om, in
conditii normale de existentd, aceasta cifrd pare normald. Muzeul infitntat in anul 1923 de cdtre profesorul Marin
Demetrescu in Craiova, s-a confruntat in aceastd perioadd de timp cu un razboi mondial sdngeros, a inregistrat cdteva
migcdri sociale care au avut loc in Romania, a infruntat mai multe cataclisme naturale (doud cutremure devastatoare, o
perioadd de secetd urmatd de foamete, o altd perioadd cu man troiene de zdpadd care a parafizat pentru un timp viata
cotidiand a tarii, inundatii, §.a.

In cei 90 ani de existentd, Muzeul de Stitnte Naturale din Craiova, a trecut prin incercan grele, iar in prezent
participd cu brio la activitdtile culturale in localitatea de resedintd, municipiul Craiova. Acest fenomen a fost si este posibil,
deoarece forurile administrative, indiferent de regimul politic, vitregiile natunit si sociale, au sprijinit aceastd unitate de
culturd de elitd din Romania.

Fiind ndscut in Craiova, inainte de jumdtatea secolului trecut, iar parintii §i rudele mele fiind atenti 5i la
activitatea institutiilor culturale ale oragului, am cunoscut de-a lungul timpului cdteva aspecte in dezvoltarea i evolutia
acestui [dcag de culturd. Prima jumdtate de secol (1923-1973) din existenta §i activitatea Muzeului de Stiintele Natunii din
Craiova, este legatd de activitatea a trei personalitdti care au colaborat: Marin Demetrescu, Constantin S. Nicolaescu-
Plopsor 5i Ion Firu.

Marin Demetrescu (1881-1936), a absolvit Facultatea de Farmacie din Bucuresti, fiind cadru didactic la Colegiul
Carol I din Craiova. In anul 1923 a_fondat Muzeul de Istorie Naturald al Craiovei (1923). A fost director al Muzeului de
Stiintele Naturii din Craiova (1923-1928) 5i al Muzeului Olteniei (1928-1936), impreund cu C. S. Nicolaescu-Plopjor.

C.S. Nicolaescu-Plopsor (1900-1968), arhieolog, etnograf si folclorist, a fost director al Muzeului Olteniei din
Craiova (1946-1952), membru corespondent al Academiei Romane (1963). Impreund cu Ion Firu, au cfectuat sdpdturi
antropologice la Tetoiu (Bugiulesti, Valea lui Graunceanu, Vélcea; 1960-1967), unde au fost descoperite dovezi privind
activitatea congtientd a stramogilor omului actual, in urma cu doud milioane de ani, in perioada “cultura de prund’.
Dependent de cunogtintele accumulate in cercetarea paleontologicd §i antropologicd, C.S. Nicolaescu-Plopsor a oscilat in
plasarea in timp istoric a acestor vestigii, care au fost acceptate de unii savanti (celebrul antropolog sud-african, de origine
australiand, Raymond Arthur Dart a venit special in Romania, in anul 1965, pentru a le studia), sau au fost contestate de
altii. In prezent, in contextul noilor descoperiri in domeniul antropogenezei, acestea revin in actualitate.

Ion Firu (1926-1984), oniginar din Craiova, a absolvit Facultatea de Stitnte Naturale la Universitatea din Cluj
(1950), a fost initial asistent universitar la Facultatea de Medicind Veterinard si Zootehnie din Arad (1950), dupd care a
activat tot restul vietii la Muzeul Oltenici Craiova, unde a fost asistent (1950), sef de lucrdri (1951), director la Muzeul
Olteniei Craiova (1952-1973) si secretar al Comisiei Monumentelor Naturii, filiala Craiova. A avut multiple activitati si
realizari in domeniul monumentelor naturii din Oltenia. A reorganizat spatiul Muzeului Olteniei, unde a organizat
expozitia permanentd de Stitntele Naturii (1963), in care se aflau 12 diorame, punct de atractie de faima europeand, a caror
realizare 7i apartine. Domeniile de investigatie au fost variate: paleontologie, botanicd, entomologie, muzeografie. Fiind o
fire extrem de migdloasd, a sustinut Teza de Doctorat (Entomofauna terenurilor nisipoase din imprejurimile Craiovei, 1982),
dupa o lungd perioadd de verificani.

Dupd absolvirea Facultdtii de Biologie de la Universitatea din Bucuresti §i un stadiu de aproape doi ani la
Statiunca de Cercetdri Biologice, Geologice §i Geografice Stejarul-Pangarati, de la Universitatea A. I. Cuza din Iagi, am fost
incadrat fa Universitatea din Craiova (1 mai 1966), de unde am fost pensionat (2011). In acest interval am participat la
numeroase activitdti culturale si stiintifice din oras si imprejurimi (“imprejurimi” care au ajuns pand in ... Japonia!). Am
avut ocazia sd il cunosc, sd ii audiez conferintele i sa discut cu eminentul istoric, arficolog si paleontolog (printre alte
domenii de referintd), care a fost Constantin S. Nicolaescu-Plopgor, unul din mentoni acestui licas de culturd din Craiova.

Optiunea mea pentru Biologie, o datorez domnului Ion Firu, care era Director la Muzeul Olteniet §i prieten cu
tatal meu. In primavara anului 1960, in uftima clasd de ficeu, nu stiam ce studii voi urma. Pasiunea mea erau aviatia si
filosofia. ®rima optiune nu era agreatd de familie (md numeau “birjar de avioane”) iar pentru cea de a doua se ricise
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entuziasmul, cand am vizut cd activitatea de bazd era studiul lucrarilor fui Marx, Engels, Lenin si Stalin... In aceste
conditii, resemnat, md orientasem pentru medicing, un prieten al familiei, dr. Emilian Culescu (cu studii §i specializare in
Franta) fiind un reputat medic ORL la Craiova (revenise in tard pentru efectuarea serviciului militar). Tatal meu mi-a spus
sd mergem sd ne consultam cu domnul director Firu Ion. Cladirea Muzeului (din strada Madona Dudu) si exponatele de aici
imi erau foarte cunoscute, deoarcce cand tatdl meu lucra la amenajerile din Muzeu, alaturi de domnul Firu Ion si
colaboratorii acestuia, eu cutreeram silile de expozitie. In cabinetul directorului, ni s-au expus domeniile in care poate activa
un absofvent al facultatit de Biologie. Spre sfarsitul intrevederti, secretara a inmanat directorului corespondenta, printre care
se afla un colet. Cu tactul sau proverbial, domnul Firu a desfacut coletul din care a scos o carte, a rdsfoit-o putin si mi-a
lasat-o sd o analizez, zicandu-mi: “aici sunt aspecte cu domeniile in care activeazd un biolog, dacd nu vrei sd predai la o
scoala sau facultate”. Era un album cu monumente ale naturii dintr-o tard din Africana. Din acel moment optiunca mea
pentru facultatea de biologie a fost certd! La aceasta au contribuit st expunenile reputatului profesor Alexandru Buia, care la
intdlnirile sale cu elevii de [a Colegiul Carol I (ex-Nicolae Balcescu) din Craiova, ne prezentd aspecte din Rusia, Kazahstan
sau alte tan.

Un alt episod, trist de aceastd datd. In anul 1975 urma sd aibd loc o dubli aniversare de naturd istorica: 1750 ani
de [a prima reprezentare pe Tabula Peutingeriana (o copie din sec. XII a unei harti executatd in anul 225, cu drumurile
publice din Imperiul Roman) a localitatii Pelendava (actualul oras Craiova) 5i 500 ani de la prima citare a localitatii Craiova
(prezentd initial in inscriptia de pe mormantul lui Viadislav I, apoi intr-un hrisov al domnului Laiotd Basarab emis la 1
iunie 1475). In vederea marcarii acestui eveniment, s-a hotardt ca cele doud sectii ale Muzeului Olteniei care_functionau in
aceeasi cladire, situatd pe strada Madona Dudu, sd functioneze in clidiri separate, fiecare avind la dispozitie un spatiu
expozitional dublu: Sectia de Arheologie §i Istorie sd ramdnd in cladirea din strada Madona Dudu, iar Sectia de Stiingele
Naturii intr-o cladire de pe strada Brestei. Personal, nu am avut §i nu am impresia, cd aceastd actiune a insemnat o
“desfiintare abuziva” a Sectiei de Stiintele Naturii! A venit insd cutremurul din 4 martie 1977 §i ambele cladiri au fost grav
avariate. Obtinerea finantdrii pentru refacerea cladirii Muzeului de Istorie din strada Madona Dudu a fost simpld, deoarece
in ea a functionat un Muzeu. Pentru spatiul destinat Muzeului de Stiintele Naturii situatia era mai dificild, deoarece
cladirea din strada Brestei, degi impozantd, nu era monument architectontc, fiind in custodia Universitatii din Craiova. La
soficitarea colegilor i prietentlor mei de la Muzeu (doamnele dr. Elena Bazilescu, dr. Irina Pdunescu §i altit), care stdteau
inghesuiti cu obiectele de inventar lingd ele in difenite locatit (una fiind la actualul notariat de lingd Tribunalul Judetean
Dolj, am aflat un aspect interesant: in clidirea din strada Brestei au functionat unitdti administrative din timpul stapanirii
austrice in Oltenta (1718-1739), dupd unit aici fiind chiar resedinta Guvernatorului austriac! Aceastd informatie, aldtun de
altele, a ajutat fa obtinerea de fonduri pentru safvarea colectiilor, precum §i pentru repartizarea actualei clidiri din strada
Popa Sapcd, care este actualul ldcag al Sectiei de Stiintele Naturit a Muzeului Olteniei Craiova.

O realizare a actualului colectiv al Muzeului de Stitntele Natunii, o constituie Sesiunea de Comnicdri Stiintifice,
devenitd Conferinta Internationald “Muzeul §i cercetarea gtiintificd”. Anual la mijlocul lunii septembrie, se adund la
Craiova eminenti specialisti din diferite domenii ale studiului stitntelor vietii, din tard §i straindtate. Este o manifestare de
prestigiu, de existenta cdreia se bucurd §i beneficiazd toti participantii. Existenta ei este datoratd atdt activitdtii intregului
colectiv al muzeului, ct §i sptjinului financiar oferit de Consiliul Judetean Dolj (o prezentd “de greutate” fiind domnul Ion
Prioteasa, pregedintele acestui for administrativ), precum §i alti soponsori. Imi amintesc ¢d st in cazul sestunilor de
comunicdn gtiintifice din perioada 1965-1980, participau somitdti ale biologiei din Romania, sesiuni care erau organizare
prin co-operare cu Universitatea din Craiova, Comisia Monumentelor Naturii din cadrul Academiei Romdne (co-ordonator al
subcomisiei Oltenia a Monumentelor Natuni fiind regretatul prof. dr. Bobdrnac Bogdan), organizatia SIRAR, s.a. Diferenta
in plus, constd atdt in calitatea graficd a volumului in care sunt tipdrite fucrdrile, precum §i prezenta a numerogi specialigti
strdini, care conferd o autoritate stiintificd in domeniu.

Doresc activitate rodnicd personalului gtiintific §i administrativ §i viatd indelungatd acestei valoroase unitdati de
culturd.

Prof. dr. CORNEANU C. Gabriel

Universitatea din Craiova



