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I first met Emanoil Stiuca when 1 made my debut as a curator in the
Natural Sciences Section of the Museum of Oltenia, Craiova. It was
sometime in September 1992, and Emil came to Craiova together with Mr.
Costin Réadulescu and Mr. Petre Mihai Samson. I waited for them at the
railway station, according to the instructions received from the museum
manager, who had told me that a team of experts from the Institute of
Speology Emil Racovita would come; according to him, they were
interested in the fossil samples from Bugiulesti, which could be found in our
. . — * museum’s collection.

I was utterly mesmerized by the distinction of the two “greats”, Radulescu and Samson, but also by Emil’s
remarkable skill, because he was very much at ease around the collection. At the time, he was just working on his
doctoral dissertation and he was still a disciple of the two researchers.

He was still a young man, bearded, who wore his hair long, gathered in a ponytail (slightly imitating Samson)
but he possessed quite a great amount of research experience in the field of palaeontology, as I could understand from
his dialogues with his senior masters.

After a quick examination of the samples in the mammal collection, when Emil made me aware of the genuine
scientific value of the collection, we established to collaborate in paleontological researches, which would take several
years. This collaboration with the ISER researchers has remained the most important event of my entire professional
career so far. Three fruitful years then followed. In summer, we would move to Padea castle, on the Jiu river, where we
undertook the richest paleontological diggings in Oltenia after 1990. I was in the same team with Emil and strove to
keep up with him, at least physically (he was then at the peak of his strength, so I had to make extra efforts to be able to
resist to the work rhythm he imposed), considering that in terms of scientific knowledge he was far too advanced for
me. He was a field man and a team man. He was extremely serious when engaged in paleontological digging: 1 have
learnt from him what it means to be rigorous in one’s work. He would thoroughly explain to me, step by step, the
relatively complicated technology of paleontological diggings in search for micromammals. In the evenings, after
finishing the diggings and while working on the material and trying to sort it out, Emil was an inexhaustible source of
humour and good mood: he would share jokes, funny stories, and recollections. He used to work attentively and he had
a special talent for discovering the tiny rodent molars. In this area, too, he showed outstanding rigour, by carefully
recording each piece, despite the relaxed atmosphere in which everything was taking place. Dranic diggings were a real
school to me, and Emil Stiuca was one of the teachers from whom I had a lot to learn.

After the diggings in Dranic were over, | had the opportunity to join Emil in the writing of scientific papers as
well. His habit was to work hard at comprehending the topic in the first place, and that is why he took pains to elaborate
the text. He used to say so himself: “I write slowly”. Indeed, he took his time with writing, but he did a great job at it, it
was all worth it! He was thorough, methodical, and adamant about academic guidelines. He had the conscientiousness
of a true researcher, as | was able to see on various occasions, when not so much the fear of being “caught™ with fake
results made him reluctant, but the fact that he could not bear to attach his name to a paper which might contain data
which were not verified and confirmed either in the field or in the lab. This way of viewing things, he passed it on to me
in the most natural way, without nagging me about it, aware as he was that high professional standards are best
transmitted by one’s living example. In his turn, he had learnt all this from the two coryphaei or Romanian
palaeontology - Radulescu and Samson - and he did not wish to keep everything for himself.

Years passed by, and our collaborations grew more rare, but we came to a point where we had perfect trust in
one another, and each of us knew about the other what he was willing and able to do or not to do. We had another
occasion to work together while digging at Rosiile (formerly Bugiulesti). There were no longer the same conditions as
at the Padea castle, and this would probably be an understatement: we slept on the floor, together with a younger
colleague, on a plastic foil laid straight on the floor of a room in an old ruined community centre. He could have taken
better care of himself (he had started having health issues already), but he wanted very much to engage with the team, to
participate, not only in the excavations, but also in the field life, with its pros and cons, fortunes and misfortunes.

I have also met Emil Stiuca at several conferences, either national or international. He did not enjoy much
presenting the paper himself, and usually he let his collaborators do it, even though he was the main author. However,
he never passed unnoticed, because he raised a lot of questions and discussed many problems in panels. He was always
in control of his thoughts and discourse and one could tell that he had insight in the problem which was discussed.
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He greatly admired his mentors. Costin Radulescu and Petre Mihai Samson. He was in their “shadow™ for
some time. as it were, but afterwards he set his own path.

He had a beautiful family whom he loved very much. He often mentioned his wife and son and you could read
in his face that he was extremely proud of them and that he had an accomplished family life.

On every single level, he was in that stage where, after hard work and all the existential trials, he was about to
pick up the well-deserved fruit. On the professional level, he had become an acknowledged researcher, he had a
trustworthy solid team and he was well known for his contributions, both in the country and abroad. He fostered
exciting projects, he had a lot of material for further study — he could have very well managed without another outing in
the field, as he had plenty of fossil samples for his future papers. He used to take me aside when I visited him at ISER
and graciously show me the valuable material he kept in the warehouse. Of course, there was some professional pride in
that display. He was working on a dictionary of paleontological terms, a book which, if published, would be tantamount
for those in the branch. | have no information about the current stage of the project, but I know that its publication
would be a genuine event in the community of vertebrate palaeontologists in Romania.

His recent afflictions did not discontinue, but just slowed down his activity. He was at the highest point of
creative maturity, when he was expected to publish his syntheses, to prepare one or two apprentices and guide their
steps in the domain, which he so passionately served and loved.

Emil Stiuca passed on the other side much too soon... His departure is a tragic loss for his family, his friends,
and for Romanian palaeontology. May God rest his soul in peace!

Were it possible to condense Emanoil Stiuca’s biography in a few sentences, here are the main moments and events:

He was born on July 12" 1956 in Bucharest, where he went to school, practically at all levels of education:
primary school, high school (at Theoretical High School lon Creanga, between 1971-1975) and university — Faculty of
Geology-Geography, section of Geological Engineering within University of Bucharest (1978-1983). He defended his
doctoral thesis in 2000, with Theodor Neagu as the main coordinator and also under the guidance of Costin Radulescu
and Petre Mihai Samson.

Graduating with honours, in 1983 he was assigned a post at Intreprinderea de Prospectiuni si Explorari
Geologice Bucuresti (IPGG), and in 1985 he started his activity of scientific research at the Geological Institute of
Romania. In 1987 he obtained his degree as a scientific researcher. In 1991 he won a contest for the position of
scientific researcher third degree at the Institute of Speleology Emil Racovita in Bucharest, while in 2004, also as a
result of a competition, he became a scientific researcher second degree. He worked a lot in the field: in the Mesozoic
deposits in Apuseni Mountains, in the dinosaur strata in Hateg Basin, in the Miocene on Valea Reghiului and in the
Pliocene in Lupoaia and Pinoasa quarters. He also undertook explorations in the caves from Scocul Scorotei, Valea
Lupsei, Varful Réiosu in Fagaras Mountains and at Movile Cave. His research activity materialized in a series of
outstanding scientific papers, some of them in ISI journals.

| insert below a list of the most important publications authored or co-authored by Emanoil Stiuci as well as a
few photographs from the family album.
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L-am cunoscut pe Emanoil Stiuca la debutul in activitatea mea ca muzeograf
la Sectia de Stiintele Naturii a Muzeului Olteniei Craiova. Era in septembrie 1992, iar
Emil a venit la Craiova impreuna cu d-nii Costin Radulescu §i Petre Mihai Samson. I-
am asteptat la gara, dupa cum primisem dispozitie de la directorul muzeului, care-mi
spusese ca urmeaza sa soseasca o echipa de specialisti de la Institutul de Speologie
Emil Racovita, interesati de piesele fosile de la Bugiulesti care se gaseau in colectia
muzeului nostru. Am fost foarte impresionat de distinctia celor doi ,,mari”, Radulescu
si Samson, si de competenta lui Emil, care se descurca de minune in colectie. La ora aceea isi pregatea teza de doctorat
si era inca invatacel (discipol) al celor doi. inca tanar, barbos, isi purta parul lung, strans intr-o coada la spate (usoara
imitatie a lui Samson) si avea o mare experienta de cercetare in paleontologie, dupa cum reiesea din dialogurile cu
maestrii sai. Dupa ce au examinat sumar piesele din colectia de mamifere, unde Emil m-a facut constient despre
valoarea stiintifica deosebita a colectiei, am stabilit sd colaboram pentru cercetéri paleontologice complexe care sa se
intinda pe cativa ani. Colaborarea cu cercetatorii de la ISER a ramas pentru mine cel mai important eveniment al
activitatii mele profesionale. Au urmat trei ani rodnici, in care, vara, ne mutam cu totii la castelul de la Padea, pe Jiu,
unde am intreprins cele mai fructuoase sapaturi paleontologice din Oltenia de dupa 1990. Faceam echipa cu Emil si
cautam sa tin pasul cu el, macar fizic (pe atunci era in plina putere, faceam eforturi deosebite sa rezist la ritmul pe care
il impunea), pentru ca din punctul de vedere al cunostintelor stiintifice era inca departe. Era un om de teren si un om de
echipa. Era foarte serios la sapaturi, am invatat de la el ce inseamna rigoarea in activitate. Imi explica pe indelete fiecare
pas in relativ complicata tehnologie a sapaturilor paleontologice pentru micromamifere. Seara, dupa ce veneam de la
sapaturi, in timp ce lucram la trierea materialului, Emil era o sursa inepuizabila de buna-dispozitie: glume, bancuri,
amintiri. Lucra cu atentie si avea o deosebita abilitate de a descoperi micii molari de rozatoare. $i aici dadea dovada de
rigoare, nota fiecare piesa cu grija, desi totul se desfasura intr-o atmosfera degajata. Sapaturile de la Dranic au fost
pentru mine o scoala, iar Emil Stiuca a fost unul dintre profesorii de la care am avut ce invata.

Dupa incheierea sapaturilor de la Dranic am avut ocazia sa lucrez cu Emil si la elaborarea unor articole
stiintifice. Cauta sa infeleaga mai intai fenomenul, de aceea elabora greu textul. Chiar el spunea: ,.Eu scriu incet”. Scria
incet, dar bine! Era metodic si aplica fara nici un rabat normele de cercetare. Avea constiin{a de cercetator, am vazut
asta si cu alte ocazii, cdnd nu teama de a fi prins cu rezultate false il oprea, ci pentru ca nu putea concepe ca intr-o
lucrare pe care o semneaza el sa apara lucruri neconstatate pe teren sau in laborator. Mi-a transmis conceptia aceasta
prin atitudinea lui, nu m-a dadacit, stia si credea ca standardele inalte de constiinta profesionala se transmit cel mai bine
prin propriul exemplu. invatase la randul lui toate acestea de la cei doi corifei ai paleontologiei romanesti - Radulescu si
Samson - si intelegea sa nu le {ind numai pentru el.

Anii au trecut, am rarit colaborarile, dar aveam deja incredere unul in altul, stiam unul despre altul ce putem si
ce nu ne sta in putinta. Am mai avut ocazia sa lucram impreuna la sapaturile de la Rosiile (fost Bugiulesti). Nu mai erau
conditiile din castelul de la Padea, as putea spune ca erau chiar contrariul: dormeam pe jos, impreund cu un mai tanar
coleg, pe o folie de plastic asezata direct pe podeaua unei incaperi dintr-un camin cultural dezafectat. Ar fi putut sa se
protejeze mai mult (deja incepusera sa apara problemele de sanatate), dar a tinut sa fie cu echipa, sa participe nu numai
la excavatii, ci si la viata de tabara, cu farmecul si cu vicisitudinile ei.

L-am mai intdlnit pe Emil Stiuca la cateva conferinte, nationale sau internationale. Nu-i placea sa prezinte
lucrarile, de obicei 1i lasa pe colaboratori, desi el era primul autor. Se facea insa remarcat pentru intrebarile pe care le punea
sau pentru problemele pe care le punea in discutie. Era stapan pe sine si se vedea ca vorbeste in cunostinta de cauza.

isi admira mult maestrii, pe Costin Radulescu si pe Petre Mihai Samson. A stat in umbra lor o vreme, apoi si-a
croit propriul drum.

Avea o familie frumoasa pe care o iubea mult. Pomenea mereu de sotia si de fiul sau si se citea pe fata lui ca
era mandru de ei §i ca avea o viata de familie implinita.

Ajunsese pe toate planurile in etapa cand, dupa o munca asidua si dupa necazurile vietii, urma sa culeaga
roadele. Pe plan profesional era un cercetator apreciat, isi facuse o echipa solida si era cunoscut prin lucrarile sale si
peste hotare. Avea proiecte frumoase, avea material mult de studiat - ar fi putut sd nu mai faca nici o iesire pe teren si
tot ar fi avut piese fosile pentru lucrari. Ma lua de-o parte cand ajungeam la ISER si-mi arata cu bunavointa si cu
orgoliu profesional ce material valoros are in depozit. Pregatea un dictionar de termeni paleontologici, o carte necesara
ca aerul pentru cei din bransa, nu stiu in ce stadiu se afla acum, dar publicarea ei ar fi un eveniment in lumea
paleontologilor vertebratisti din Romania.
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Bolile care l-au macinat in ultimii ani nu i-au intrerupt, ci doar i-au incetinit activitatea. Era in plina maturitate
creatoare, cand urma sa-si publice sintezele, sa-si formeze unul-doi ucenici si sa le indrume pasii in domeniul pe care cu
atdta pasiune l-a slujit si l-a iubit.

Emil Stiuca a trecut insa Dincolo prea repede... Plecarea lui este o grea pierdere pentru familie, pentru prieteni
si pentru paleontologia roméaneasca. Dumnezeu sa-l odihneasca in pace!

* k%

Daca ar fi sa-i povestim condensata in cateva randuri viata lui Emanoil Stiuca, atunci ea ar suna asa:

S-a niscut la 12 iulie 1956 la Bucuresti, unde si-a facut practic toate studiile: primare, liceale (la Liceul
Teoretic lon Creanga, intre anii 1971-1975) si superioare - Facultatea de Geologie-Geografie, sectia Inginerie geologica
din cadrul Universitatii Bucuresti (1978-1983). Si-a sustinut teza de doctorat in anul 2000, sub coordonarea lui Theodor
Neagu (conducitor) si sub indrumarea lui Costin Radulescu si Petre Mihai Samson.

Absolvind printre primii, a fost repartizat in anul 1983 la Intreprinderea de Prospectiuni si Explorari Geologice
Bucuresti (IPGG), in 1985 incepandu-si activitatea in cercetare stiintifica la Institutul Geologic al Roméniei. in anul
1987 obtine titlul de cercetator stiintific. In 1991 intra prin concurs ca cercetator stiintific gradul 111 la Institutul de
Speologie Emil Racovita din Bucuresti, iar in 2004, tot prin concurs, devine cercetator stiintific gradul II. A lucrat mult
pe teren: in depozitele mezozoice din Muntii Apuseni, in stratele cu dinozauri din Bazinul Hateg, in Miocenul de pe
Valea Reghiului si in Pliocenul din carierele Lupoaia si Pinoasa. A intreprins de asemenea cercetari si in pesterile de la
Scocul Scorotei, Valea Lupsei, Varful Raiosu din Muntii Fagaras si la Pestera Movile. Activitatea sa de cercetare s-a
materializat intr-o serie de lucréri de inalt nivel stiintific, unele fiind publicate in reviste cotate cotate 1SI.

Reddam mai jos lista de lucrari la care Emanoil Stiuca a fost autor sau coautor, precum si o serie de fotografii
din albumul de familie.
* 3k k
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