Muzeul Olteniei Craiova. Oltenia. Studii i comunicari. Stiintele Naturii. Tom. 29, No. 2/2013 ISSN 1454-6914

IN MEMORIAM
PROFESSOR PhD. LAZAR ION-VIOREL
(07.01.1951 - 21.11.2012)

CORNEANU Mihaela, CORNEANU C. Gabriel

In the last month of 2012, there occurred the premature death of the man who was
Professor PhD. Lazar lon-Viorel. Through his disappearance, the didactic and research
activity of the biology secondary education in Romania has suffered an irreparable loss. His
personality joins those few teachers who have contributed to the building of the life
experience of generations of students, to whom they have instilled the love of nature. Of
these, I would like to mention, along with the fellow Lazar lon-Viorel, other teachers who
still continue to work: Professor Marian Nita (Craiova), prof. lancu Lucian Dinulescu
(Timigoara), prof. PhD. Gheorghe Ploaie (Ramnicu Valcea), prof. PhD. Mihail Dumitru
(Targoviste), etc.

I have known the man who would become one of our few friends since the
beginning of his didactic activity, assisting in a demonstrative biology lesson
(practical), held at a high school in Craiovita Noud neighbourhood of Craiova. Given
our frequent meetings, we did not exactly remember the year when we first met, thus
making friends “forever”.

Born on the day of Saint John, in Apele Vii village, Dolj County, he spent his
childhood and adolescence-hood in southern Oltenia, near the Danube, an area rich in traditions and customs. Moreover, the
theme of his doctoral thesis has reverberations from this period. He attended the High School of Bechet, which he graduated
in 1970. Favoured by the nature of the native region and stimulated by the constant search character that marked his
personality, he studied Biology, courses started in Brasov, continued in Craiova and finished at the Faculty of Biology,
University of Bucharest (year 1978) where he obtained the certificate of a Biology teacher. He combined, since the beginning
of his teaching activity, the theoretical knowledge of biology with its practical aspects, being employed (except for the first
year, when was a teacher at a school from Urmenis, Bistrita-Nasaud County), in schools of Craiova, Dolj County: Children's
Club Craiova, Nicolae Titulescu National College of Craiova, Dolj County School Inspectorate. He permanently imposed
himself a training activity through the completion of vocational postgraduate courses (apiculture postgraduate course in
Bucharest, 1980-1981) and pedagogical training activities. His professional training was crowned with the title of Doctor in
Natural Sciences, Biology Specialization, the thesis being carried out under the competent guidance of Dr. Dumitru Murariu,
correspondent member of the Romanian Academy, director of Grigore Antipa Museum of Natural History Bucharest. I think
that the theme of his PhD thesis, entitled Estimation of the dynamics of amphibian and reptile fauna of southern Dolj in
correlation with the evolution of the hydrographic basins, originated in the observation of wildlife in the Danube marshes
since childhood. Moreover, this topic shows profound practical applications of great interest in research, fact which led to his
co-optation into the collective of the research grant POLMEDIJIU (2008-201 1), supported by the CPM - Bucharest.

His professional training gained in quality after getting the qualifier of UNESCO trainer, which allowed him
to address in this capacity, many activities, among which we mention: Environmental Education (2004-2008), Leisure
and Performance-Weekend School (2009-2011), Water and sanitation in rural areas (2004), Health Education
(2003), Psychology of extracurricular activities (permanent), Education for Sustainable Development (2010-2011).

On this basis, he attended various professional courses, obtaining other qualifications: Training for the future-
EUROTEACHER I, Module 1 - Design, organization and evaluation of teaching (2006, Dolj C. C. D.) and Training for the
Sfuture-EUROTEACHER I, Module 11 - Management and communication (2008, C. C. D. Dolj), Training for trainers in
adult education (2009, Dolj C. C. D.), Educational Management (2011, Mehedinti C. C. D.), Initiation in computer use
(2002, Dolj C. C. D.), etc. In order to acquire a sound professional training at European level, Prof. PhD. Viorel lon Lazar
participated in numerous specializations, international conferences and other activities organized by the competent bodies in
other countries. Among these, there can be mentioned: specialization at Nestved - Copenhagen (Denmark, November 1995),
the international conference held in Kazane, the Russian Federation (November 2006), the Romanian-Bulgarian Symposium
from Vidin (October 2007), the international conference in Sofia, Bulgaria (October 2011). The professional activity carried
out by Professor Dr. Viorel lon Lazar was appreciated by accepting the submitted projects, granting numerous national and
international awards, publishing and distributing the edited works. The recognition of the value of his outstanding professional
activity is illustrated also by the degrees and diplomas awarded in time: Highlighted professor for his activity in education
(1985), the medal Educational Merit - CLASS 1 (2004), the Diploma “GHEORGHE LAZAR” - CLASS I (2007), various
other awards and prizes awarded by the Ministry of Education (1999-2009).

Also, many of his works were awarded prizes by the competent bodies. Among these works, it is worth
mentioning: The School Museum of Biology-bridge between nature and students (third prize, 2008); Extension of
desertification - a real danger in Dolj County (second prize, 2000); Biological water quality status of the Jiu river from
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its entry in Dolj County 10 its confluence with the Danube (second prize, 1999); Eternal Glory to His Highness-WATER!
(first prize at the Environmental Competition, Tulcea-Sulina, 2011). It was also the national winner in the category B,
U4Energy Intemational Competition (Sofia, Bulgaria).

The appreciation he received. as well as his exceptional professional training, his qualities as a co-ordinator of
the professional activity and gained respect among teachers, are highlighted by the fact that he was appointed specialty
inspector - biology, within the framework of I. S. J. Dolj (2002-2009). was part of the group of experts who suggested
topics for biology discipline in school competitions. being also the co-author of four editions of the Guide for
baccalaureate preparation, Plant and animal biology, Sigma Publishing House, Craiova (2008-2011).

In recognition of all his activities, Prof. Dr. Viorel-lon Lazar is mentioned in the “Encyclopaedia of Romanian
personalities™ (biographical encyclopaedia of contemporary men and women with successful careers in. Romania), as
well as in Volume 1 of the work of Emil Lazarescu “*Romanian values, European values™.

He wrote and published 20 speciality and methodology books, offering the acquired experience and skills to
his colleagues. Among them, we mention Practical Biology (LAZAR V., NITA M., BUSE V. — 2005, Ed Arves, Craiova,
450 pp.), Psychology of extracurricular activities (LAZAR V. & CARASEL A. - 2007, Ed. Arves, Craiova, 108 pp.), The
lesson-basic form of the organization of the teaching-learning-assessment process in biology (LAZAR V. & NICOLAE M.
-2007, Ed. Arves, 248 pp.), Didactic methods used in teaching biology (LAZAR V. & CAPRARIN D.-2008, Ed. Arves, 384
pp.). Methodological guide of evaluation (LAZAR V., NEGREA V., STEFANESCU M., DASU M.-2012, Ed. Arves, Craiova),
etc. In many of these activities and guidelines, he addressed the precepts used in teaching biology as recommended by
the new method of education known as didacties.

In this activity, along with specialized professional training, we believe that graduating the School of
Journalism Felix Aderca, Craiova, (2000-2001) was really useful for him.

In order to train and direct the work and research methodology of teachers, researchers and students in the
study of the phenomenon of life. he initiated and led, as editor, several academic and professional publications: Voice T,
the publication for youth of the National College Nicolae Titulescu Craiova (Title of LAUREATE); GENESIS, the
national jounal of biology teachers, Education-Human-Nature, the journal published by Alexandru Buia School
Museum of the National College Nicolae Titulescu Craiova, Assistant magazine, a publication of Sfdntul Stefan
Ecological School Craiova; Eco-volunteer magazine, publication of the Eco-schools of Dolj County.

Of these, a remarkable presence in the Romanian publishing is the GENESIS joumnal, conceived and edited as the
journal of biology teachers in secondary education. We believe that publishing this journal (2003-2012), along with its ““older
sister”, the journal NATURFE (which is mainly addressed to "seniors" in higher education) is a worthy achievement for the
Romanian biology. In the pages of GENESIS (indexed CNCSIS), both teachers of biology in secondary education and
university specialists, researchers from the profile institutions in Romania, and pupils or students in their final years, published
studies, articles, summaries resulting from research, as well as works of scientific information of theoretical biology and
methodology. In its pages, there published valuable works alongside many others, Prof. PhD. Gheorghe Popescu (University
of Craiova), Prof. PhD. Marius Skolka (Ovidius University), Prof. PhD. Gheorghe Gamaneci (C. Brancusi University, Targu
Jiu), Prof. PhD. lon Tita (UMF Craiova), Lecturer PhD. lon Nicolae (Craiova), Prof. Viorel Cotleanu-Inspector of biology,
ISJ Brasov, Lecturer Mihaela lonescu (U.M.F. Craiova), PhD. Jeanina Cirstoiu (University of Bucharest), researcher Sorina
Mataca (the Iron Gates Region Museum, Drobeta Turnu Severin), researcher Marian Tudor (Ovidius University, Constanta),
etc. Besides the aforementioned authors, there also published the signatories of this article and two collaborators from Japan:
Prof. PhD. Junko Ebata, Osaka City University and Prof. PhD. Hydeyuki Furukawa, Nagoya University, Japan. GENESIS is
the journal of the biology teachers across the country, the journal having editorial offices in almost all counties. Professor
Viorel-lon Lazar organized the National Conference of Biology GENESIS (editions I-VII) in Brasov, Drobeta Turnu Severin,
Targu Jiu, Timigoara, lasi, Craiova, Ramnicu Valcea, which offered the biology teachers nationwide the opportunity of
meeting and debating the various aspects of the professional life, research activity and training methods. The biology teachers,
the School County Directorates and various sponsors contributed to the success of these meetings. Within the framework of
each of the editions of these National Conferences, there were organized thematic trips meant to get teachers familiar with the
local nature. | consider that the activity of the journal GENESIS should be continued. In life, a human being may disappear,
but not an idea.

Through his entire activity, Prof. PhD. Lazar lon-Viorel is a leading example.

He left us shortly before the retirement age, in full creative effort.

He had many plans and professional goals he wanted to achieve.

He always had beside him his family, colleagues, who understood him and, in many cases, administrative and
decision-making bodies that helped him in his activity, regardless of the settlement in Romania where actions took place.

He left behind the image of a man with a noble character and wonderful memories. Our life is made up of
memories and we ourselves will become memories.

Prof. PhD. Gabriel C. Corncanu Prof. PhD. Mihaela Corneanu
University of Craiova USAMVB - Timisoara
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In a moment of relaxation, along with his childhood friend. PhD. Adrian Nastase (the Oltenia Museum, Craiova).
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IN MEMORIAM
PROFESOR DR. LAZAR ION-VIOREL
(07.01.1951-21.11.2012)

CORNEANU Mihaela, CORNEANU C. Gabriel

In ultima lund a anului 2012, a avut loc trecerea prematura in eternitate a
celui care a fost Profesor Dr. Lazar lon-Viorel. Prin aceasta, activitatea didactica si
de cercetare din invatamantul preuniversitar de biologie din Roméania a suferit o
pierdere ireparabila. Personalitatea sa se alatura celor cativa dascali care au contribuit
la formarea pentru viatd a unor generaii de elevi, carora le-au insuflat dragostea
pentru natura. Dintre acestia, {in sa remarc, alaturi de colegul Lazar lon-Viorel, alti
profesori care isi desfasoara inca activitatea: profesor Marian Nita (Craiova), prof.
lancu Lucian Dinulescu (Timisoara), prof. Dr. Gheorghe Ploaie (Ramnicu Valcea),
prof. Dr. Mihail Dumitru (Targoviste) s.a.

L-am cunoscut pe cel care avea sa devina unul din putinii nostrii prieteni,
inca de la inceputul activitatii sale didactice, asistand la o lectie demonstrativa de
biologie (aspecte practice), tinutd la un liceu din Cartierul Craiovita Noua din
Craiova. Dat fiind frecventele noastre intalniri, anul cand ne-am intélnit prima data
nu s-a fixat in memorie, devenind astfel prieteni din ,,totdeauna™.

Nascut in ziua de Sfantul lon, in comuna Apele Vii, judetul Dolj, si-a
petrecut copilaria si adolescenta in sudul Olteniei, langa Dundre, zona bogatd in
traditii si obiceiuri. De altfel tematica ulterioara a Tezei sale de Doctorat, are
reverberatii din aceastd perioada. A urmat cursurile Liceului Teoretic din Bechet, pe care le-a absolvit in anul 1970.
Favorizat de natura din zona natala si stimulat de caracterul de permanenta cautare care i-a marcat personalitatea, a
urmat studiile de Biologie, cursuri incepute la Brasov, continuate la Craiova si definitivate prin obtinerea atestatului de
profesor de biologie, la Facultatea de Biologie a Universitatii din Bucuresti (anul 1978). A imbinat, incé de la inceputul
activitatii didactice, predarea cunostintelor teoretice de biologie, cu aspecte practice in instruirea elevilor, desfasurandu-
si activitatea (cu exceptia primului an de activitate, cand a functionat pe postul de profesor la Scoala Generala din
Urmenis, judetul Bistrifa-Nasaud), in unitati scolare din Craiova, judetul Dolj: Clubul Copiilor din Craiova, Colegiul
National Nicolae Titulescu din Craiova, Inspectoratul $colar Judetean Dolj.

Permanent gi-a impus o activitate de instruire, prin absolvirea unor cursuri postuniversitare profesionale (curs
postuniversitar de apicultura, la Bucuresti, 1980-1981), precum si activitati de instruire in domeniul pedagogic.
Pregitirea profesionald a fost incununata prin obtinerea titlului de doctor in stiinte ale naturii, specialitatea biologie, teza
de doctorat fiind efectuatd sub indrumarea competentd a d-nului Dr. Dumitru Murariu, membru corespondent al
Academiei Romane, director al Muzeului de Istorie Naturala Grigore Antipa din Bucuresti.

Tematica Tezei de Doctorat intitulata Estimarea dinamicii faunei de amfibieni i reptile din sudul judetului
Dolj in corelare cu evolutia bazinelor acvatice, cred ca isi are originea in activitatea de observare a faunei din baltile
Dundrii, inca din copilarie. De altfel acest subiect prezinta profunde aplicatii practice, de mare actualitate in cercetare,
fapt care a condus la co-optarea sa in cadrul colectivului grantului de cercetare POLMEDIJIU (2008-2011), subventionat
de CNMP - Bucuresti.

Pregatirea sa profesionala a castigat calitativ dupa obtinerea calificativului de formator UNESCO, fapt care i-a
permis sa abordeze, in aceasta calitate, numeroase activitati, dintre care mentionam: Educatie pentru protectia
mediului (2004-2008), Timp liber si performantd - Scoala de Weekend (2009-2011), Apa si igiena la sate (2004);
Educatie pentru sdanatate (2003), Psihopedagogia activitdatilor extrascolare (permanent), Educatia in spiritul
dezvoltarii durabile (2010-2011). Pe aceasta baza, a urmat diferite cursuri profesionale, obtindnd alte calificative:
Formare pentru viitor - EUROTEACHER 1, Modulul I - Proiectarea, organizarea si evaluarea activitatilor didactice
(2006, C. C. D. Dolj) si Formare pentru viitor - EUROTEACHER I, Modulul IT - Management si comunicare (2008,
C. C. D. Dolj); Formare de formatori in educatia adultilor (2009, C. C. D. Dolj); Management educational (2011,
C. C. D. Mehedinti); Initiere in utilizarea calculatorului (2002, C. C. D. Dolj), s.a. In vederea unei solide pregatiri
profesionale la nivel european, domnul prof. Dr. Viorel-lon Lazér, a participat la numeroase specializari, conferinte
internationale sau alte actiuni organizate de organe abilitate din alte {ari. Dintre acestea pot fi mentionate: specializare la
Nestved - Kopenhaga (Danemarca, noiembrie 1995), conferinfa internationala organizata la Kazane, Federatia Rusa,
(noiembrie 2006), simpozionul romano-bulgar de la Vidin (octombrie 2007), conferinta internationala de la Sofia,
Bulgaria (octombrie 2011).

Activitatea profesionala desfasurata de domnul profesor Dr. Viorel lon Lazar, a fost apreciata prin acceptarea
proiectelor depuse, acordarea a numeroase distinctii, la nivel national si international, tiparirea i difuzarea lucrarilor
editate. Recunoasterea valorii deosebite a activitatii profesionale desfasurate, este ilustrata, de asemenea, prin titlurile si
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diplomele acordate in timp: Profesor evidenfiat, pentru activitatea desfasuratd in invatamant (1985); medalia Meritul
pentru invifimant - CLASA 1 (2004); Diploma .GHEORGHE LAZAR” - Clasa I (2007): diverse alte diplome si
premii acordate de catre Ministerul Educatiei si Cercetarii (perioada 1999-2009).

De asemenea, multe din lucrarile elaborate au fost recompensate cu premii, de catre organele abilitate. Dintre
acestea merita men{ionate lucrarile: Muzeul Scolar de Biologie - punte de legdtura intre naturd si elevi (premiul 111,
2008). Extinderea desertificdrii - un pericol real in judeful Dolj (premiul 11, 2000); Starea de calitate biologica a apei
raului Jiu de la intrarea in judetul Dolj si pdnd la confluenta cu Dundrea (premiul 11, 1999); Slava vesnica Mariei Sale
- APA! (premiul I la Concursul de Mediu, Tulcea - Sulina, 2011). De asemenea a fost céstigator national la categoria B.
Concursul International U4Energy (Sofia, Bulgaria).

Aprecierea de care s-a bucurat, precum §i pregatirea profesionala de exceptie, calitatile de co-ordonator al
activitatii profesionale si respectul castigat in rdndul corpului didactic, sunt subliniate si de faptul ca a indeplinit functia
de inspector de specialitate - disciplina biologie, in cadrul 1. S. J. Dolj (2002-2009), a facut parte din grupul de
specialisti care au propus subiecte pentru disciplina biologie la concursurile scolare, fiind §i co-autor la patru editii ale
lucrarii Ghid de pregatire bacalaureat, Biologie vegetala si animala - Ed. Sigma, Craiova, 2008-2011).

in semn de recunoastere a intregii activitati desfasurate, domnul profesor Dr. Viorel-lon Lazar este mentionat in
,.Enciclopedia personalitatilor din Roméania™ (Enciclopedia biografica a femeilor §i barbatilor contemporani cu cariera de
succes din Romania), precum si in volumul I al lucrarii lui Emil Lazarescu ,,Valori romanesti, valori europene”.

A redactat si tiparit 20 de carti de specialitate si de metodicd, pundnd la dispozitia colegilor din invajamant,
experienta acumulata si deprinderile formate. Dintre acestea mentionez: Lucrdri practice de biologie (Lazir V., Nita
M., Buse V. 2005 - Ed. Arves, Craiova, 450 pp.); Psihopedagogia activitatilor extracurriculare (Lazar V., Cardsel A.,
2007 - Ed. Arves, Craiova, 108 pp.); Lecfia - forma de baza a organizarii procesului de predare - invdtare - evaluare la
disciplina biologie (Lazar V., Nicolae M., 2007 - Ed. Arves, 248 pp.); Metode didactice utilizate in predarea biologiei
(Lazar V., Ciprarin D., 2008 - Ed. Arves, 384 pp.); Ghid metodologic de evaluare (Lazar V., Negrea V., $tefanescu M.,
Dasu M., 2012 - Ed. Arves, Craiova), s.a. in multe din aceste activitati si orientari a abordat predarea cunostintelor de
biologie conform perceptelor recomandate de metoda noua, metoda de educatie, cunoscuta sub numele didactica.

in aceastd activitate, pe langa pregatirea profesionala de specialitate, credem ca de un real folos i-a servit la
absolvirea cursurilor Scolii de Jumalistica Felix Aderca din Craiova (2000-2001).

Pentru a antrena si dirija activitatea metodica si de cercetare a profesorilor, cercetatorilor si elevilor in studiul
fenomenului vietii, a inifiat si condus, in calitate de redactor, mai multe publicatii scolare si profesionale: Vocea T,
publicatie pentru tineret a Colegiului National Nicolae Titulescu Craiova (titlul de LAUREAT); GENESIS, revista
nationala a profesorilor de biologie; Fducafie-Om-Naturd, revista editata de Muzeul Scolar Alexandru Buia de la
Colegiul National Nicolae Titulescu, Craiova; revista Asistent, publicatie a Scolii Ecologice Sfdntul Stefan Craiova;
revista Eco-Voluntarul, publicatie a Eco-scolilor din Jud. Dol;.

Dintre acestea, o prezen{a de marca in publicistica romaneascd o constituie revista GENESIS, gandita si
editata ca o revista a profesorilor de biologie din invatamantul preuniversitar. Consideram ca editarea acestei publicatii
(2003-2012), alaturi de sora ei mai mare, revista NATURA (care se adreseazi in principal ,,seniorilor”, din invatamantul
superior) este o realizare demni pentru biologia din Romania. in paginile revistei GENESIS (indexata CNCSIS), atat
profesorii de biologie din invagaméantul preuniversitar, alaturi de specialisti din invatamantul universitar, cercetatori
stiinfifici din reteaua institutelor de profil din Romania, dar si elevi sau studenti din anii terminali, au tiparit studii,
articole, sinteze, rezultate in urma activitatii de cercetare, precum si lucrari de informare stiintifica de biologie teoretica
sau metodica.

in paginile ei au publicat lucrari valoroase, alaturi de multi altii, Prof. Dr. Gheorghe Popescu (Universitatea din
Craiova), Prof. Dr. Marius Skolka (Universitatea Ovidius Constanta), Prof. Dr. Gheorghe Gamaneci (Universitatea C.
Brancusi, Targu-Jiu), Prof. Dr. lon Tita (UMF-Craiova), Lector universitar Dr. lon Nicolae (Craiova), prof. Viorel
Cotleanu - Inspector de biologie, I. S. J. Brasov, cerc. Mihaela lonescu (U.M.F. Craiova), Dr. Jeanina Cirstoiu
(Universitatea Bucuresti), cerc. Sorina Mataca (Muzeul Regiunii Portilor de Fier, Drobeta Turnu Severin), cerc. Marian
Tudor (Universitatea Ovidius, Constanta), s.a. Alaturi de acestia in paginile revistei Genesis, au tiparit lucrari semnatarii
acestui articol, precum §i doi colaboratori din Japonia: prof. Dr. Junko Ebata, Osaka City University si prof. Dr.
Hydeyuki Furukawa, Nagoya University, Japan. GENESIS este revista profesorilor de biologie din toata tara, revista
avand redactii in aproape toate judetele tarii. Profesorul Viorel-lon Lazar a organizat Conferinte Nationale de Biologie
GENESIS (editiile 1-VII) la Brasov, Drobeta Turnu Severin, Targu Jiu, Timigoara, lasi, Craiova, Ramnicu Vilcea,
prilej de intilnire §i dezbatere profesionala a diferitelor aspecte din viata de la catedra, activitatea de cercetare,
activitatea metodica si de instruire a profesorilor de biologie din toata {ara.

La reusita acestor intélniri si-au adus o contributie substantiala profesorii de biologie, Inspectoratele $colare
Judetene si diferiti sponsori. in cadrul fiecarei editii a acestor Conferinte Nationale, au fost organizate excursii tematice
pentru cunoasterea naturii locale. Consider ca activitatea publicatiei GENESIS trebuie continuata. in viaa poate
disparea un om, dar nu o idee.

in acest context aduc multumiri doamnei cerc. Mihaela lonescu pentru fotografii si asigurarea coloanei sonore
a materialului care va fi prezentat in cadrul acestei manifestari.

Prin intreaga activitate desfagurata, domnul profesor Dr. Lazar lon-Viorel reprezinta un exemplu demn de urmat.

A plecat dintre noi cu putin timp inaintea varstei de pensionare, in plin efort creator.
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Avea multe planuri si obiective profesionale pe care dorea sa le realizeze.

A avut permanent alaturi de sine familia, colegii, care I-au inteles, iar in multe cazuri forurile administrative gi
de decizie care l-au ajutat in activitagile depuse, indiferent de localitatea din Romania unde au avut loc actiunile
desfagurate.

A lasat in urma sa imaginea unui om cu un caracter nobil si amintiri frumoase. Viata noastra este formata din
amintiri, iar noi ingigi tot amintiri vom ajunge... .

Corneanu C. Gabriel
Universitatea din Craiova

Corneanu Mihaela
USAMVB - Timigoara
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intr-o clipa de ragaz. impreuna cu prietenul din copilarie, Dr. Adrian Nastase (Muzeul Olteniei. Craiova).
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