EDIFICII PUBLICE SI AMENAJARI THERMALE
ROMANE PE UN PLAN AL STATIUNII BAILE
HERCULANE DIN 1774.

Ovibiu Bozu, VIDU MICLI

Literatura de specialitate, diferitele insemnari referitoare la descoperirile
arheologice de epocd romana de la Biile Herculane fac trimitere la existenta unor
izvoare termale amenajate, conducte de apa calda, bazine, cladiri publice si private,
altare cu inscriptii, inscriptii, statui de divinitati si reliefuri votive, reliefuri i
monumente funerare, sarcofage cu reliefuri sculpturale, descoperiri de monede,
piese de podoaba etc..

in Arhivele Statului, Filiala Caransebes judetul Caras-Severin, se pastreaza
un document cartografic care, dupd cum mentioneaza titlul legendei: “Plan von
denen Bdden zu Mehadia, unweith Orsova Erklirung der Buchstaaben* este un
plan al Biilor Herculane sau Mehadia Baad din anul 1774°.

Numele oficial de Biile Herculane, sau Herkulesbad, ca unitate adminis-
trativa distinctd, dateaza din anul 1817. Pana la acea dati, statiunea balneara fiind
cunoscutd 1n documentele vremii sub denumirea de Bad Mehadia, Mehadia oder
Herkulesbider, Mehadia ad flumen Csernam ’ sau Mehadia Baad °.

Harta are dimensiunile de 230 x 75 cm si a fost realizatd pe hartie cartonata
lipitd pe panza de in. Fara a fi mentionat autorul, planul statiunii este incadrat intr-
un chenar negru cu dimensiunile de 228 x 72 cm. Din punct de vedere al tehnicii
cartografice, a desendrii formelor de relief, cum sunt muntii ce inconjoarad
statiunea, acegtia sunt redati prin linii conventionale §i hasuri in tus negru,
exceptand cursul Cemei colorat in verde. Planul cladirilor existente, a vestigiilor
romane, sunt desenate in tus rosu sau negru. in coltul din dreapta, se afla legenda
hartii cu explicatia literelor §i cifrelor cu care sunt marcate obiectivele ce au facut

! Inscriptiile Daciei Romane (in continuare /DR 111/1), vol. III, 1, Bucuresti, 1977, p. 20-21, p. 76, cu
bibliografia de referinta.

2 Arhivele Statului Caransebes, fond 116, Colectia planuri, nr. inv. 222, cota 215/1774, donatie a lui
Gh.Tolvay; aducem si pe aceastd cale multumirile noastre domnului director Constantin Bratescu
pentru tot sprijinul acordat.

* IDR 11V/1, op. cit., p. 76.

4 Pe spatele hartii in discutie se afld inscriptionata cu litere majuscule denumirea de MEHADIA
BAAD i trei stampile oficiale, format rotund, apartinand unor institu(ii ale administratiei austriece,
numele acestora fiind ilizibil.
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obiectul cartarii §i ridicarii lor topografice. In stanga legendei este redata scara
reducerii topografice in Klafter, 1a care sunt raportate toate masuratorile * (PLI-III).

Lucrérile de captare §i modernizare a izvoarelor termale, a ridicarii
viitoarelor pavilioane destinate tratamentului balnear, a cladirilor de interes public
si administrativ, incepute in anii 1734-1736 de autoritatea imperiald de la Viena
sub conducerea generalului guvernator Andrei Hamilton s-au ridicat peste ruinele
antice ale statiunii balneare §i a agezérii romane Ad Mediam.

Harta 1n discutie prezinta configuratia statiunii Baile Herculane sau Mehadia
Baad, cu edificiile publice §i administrative existente deja, la 38-40 de ani dupa
momentul descoperirii primelor antichitd{i romane. Pe acest document cartografic
sunt consemnate topografic §i planul unor cladiri §i monumente romane, ziduri,
traseul unor conducte, canale si izvoare termale romane mentionate in legenda
hértii cu litere sau cifre, in dreptul lor folosindu-se termeni din limba germana
precum: Romische Rudera, alte Rémische Mauer, alte Romischer Rudera, Ruinrt
gemaurter Romischer, einie Alte Romische Rudera.

In vederea reactualizarii unui plan de topografie arheologica a anticei asezari
romane Ad Mediam-Baile Herculane, dupa cladirile, edificiile i urmele romane
consemnate pe harta din anul 1774, s-a procedat dupa transformarile de rigoare din
kloafter in metri*, la masuratori topo de verificare si confruntiri pe teren. Datele
obtinute au fost translatate pe un plan de situatie actual, cu zona istorica a statiunii
Baiile Herculane la scara: 1/1000 (PLV).

Amfiteatrul roman

In zona in care astazi se afla situat parcul, delimitat pe cele trei laturi ale sale
de fostul Cazinou, pavilionul Decebal si Traian, pe harta din 1774 este desenat
planul unei cladiri marcata cu litera “D”. In dreptul acestei litere, in legenda hartii
gasim urmatorul text explicativ: “ D. das gebau vor comendiren den excellenze®,
cladire situata la 64 Klft., respectiv 121 m de stdnca din mijlocul raului Cema pe
care a fost construit primul pilon de sustinere a podului de piatra ®.

La distanta de 13,33 Klft.- 25,3 m fata de latura de vest a cladirii “D” si la
96,6 Klft.- 183,2 m de stinca din mijlocul Cemei, se afld desenat planul unei
constructii circulare, notata cu litera “E”. in dreptul acestei litere, in legenda hartii

51 Wiener Klafter = 1,8964 m. sau | Schemnitzer Klafter = 2,0220 m., cf. V.Wollmann, in Banatica,
I, Resita, 1973, p.189; H.Joachim v.Alberti, Mass und Gewicht, Berlin 1957, p.241; A.Nastase,
Cartografie-Topografie, Bucuresti, p.396.; in continuare in tex pentru kloafter vom folosi
perscurtarea klft

6 Stanca nativa din mijlocul raului Cema, pe care a fost construit piciorul de sustinere a podului,
constituie unicul i cel mai precis reper de referinta topografica, existent si in prezent, de la care am
facut toate maisuritorile de confruntare si verificare pe teren pentru monumentele romane
consemnate §i redate pe harta din 1774.
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se consemneazd urmatoarele “einio alte Romische Rudra“. Conturul imperfect
rotund al constructiei sugereaza existenta unor ruine de ziduri romane prabugite
Diametrul exterior este de 25 Klft.- 47,40 m, iar cel interior de 22 Klft.- 41,70 m,
latimea zidurilor fiind cuprinsa intre 1,5-2,2 Klft.- 2,84 m (PLL./2; P1.V/1).

Situata la 22 Klft.- 41,7 m distanta fatd de malul stang al Cemei, forma
circulara a acestei constructii romane, a cdror ruine au fost consemnate §i
cartografiate de topografii austrieci, sugereaza prezenta in acel loc a unui teatru
sau amfiteatru roman.

Therma

Pe malul drept al Cemei, la distanta de 32 Klft.- 60,70 m fata de podul de
peste raul Cema, pe hartd sunt desenate cu tus rosu, zidurile unei constructii
romane a céror laturi nu se inchid. A fost marcata cu litera “K”, explicatia din
legenda fiind edificatoare “Alte Rémische Rudera denen Bddern*, cu destinatia
explicita, therma.

intregul edificiu roman ocupa o suprafata de 352 Klft.p.-667 mp si se
compune din 11 incéaperi, notate de noi “a-k?” din care, doar doud au delimitate
toate laturile (P1.IL/1; PLIV;P1.V./2.1))

Din incdperea “a” pe harta este redat ca zid intreg (z.2.) doar cel care este
comun cu “b”, lungimea lui totala fiind de 3,2 Klft.-6 m. Zidul care trebuia sa
inchidd latura de nord a incdperii nu este redat pe planul hartii; lipsesc, de
asemenea, zidurile ce alcatuiesc coltul de nord-est al incaperii de pe zidul (z.4.) si
cel de nord-vest (z.1.)

Astfel: zidul (z.2.) comun incédperii “a“ si “b” masoarda 3,2 Klft= 6 m;
portiunea de zid de pe latura de vest (z.1.), comun si incaperii “b“ masoard 6
Klft.= 11,40 m; portiunea din zidul de pe latura de est (z.4), comun incéperilor “c*,
“d”, 9% “k 7 masoara 8 KIft.-15,20 m.

Zidurile incaperii “b* inchid o suprafatd interioara de 11,70 Klft.p.-22,20
mp. Dimensiunile interioare al zidurilor incaperii “b‘‘ sunt urmatoarele: zidul de
pe latura de vest (z.1.), masoara 1,95 Klft.-3,70 m; zidul de interior (z.2.) comun
cu incaperea “a“, masoara 3,2Klft.= 6 m. Zidul de pe latura de sud, notat de noi (
z.3.), in planul hartii este intrerupt la 0,75 Klft.-1,40 m, de coltul de sud-vest al
incaperii, sugerand un spatiu de acces de 0,73 Klft.-1,4 m. Portiunea de zid ce
inchide incaperea “b” in coltul de sud est masoara 0,73 KIft.- 2,25 m. La 1,1 Klft.-
2,10 m din colful de sud-vest al incaperii, adosat pe zid (z.1), spre exterior, planul
marcheaza un iegind de forma patrata cu laturile de 1/1 KIft.-1,89 m, ce sugereaza
existenta unui praefurmium.

Zidul (z.4.) este un zid comun ce desparte in interior incaperile “a-d*, “j“,
lungimea lui totala fiind de 7,9 Klft.-15 m.
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[IPN1s

Din incaperea “c* se pastreaza urmatoarele ziduri de interior: o portiune din
zidul (z.4.) ce o separa de incaperea “a* masurand 1,58 Klft.-3 m; portiune din
zidul (z.7.) ce o separa de inciperea “e“ si “a”, in lungime de 3,95 KIft.-7,50 m;
zidul (z.5.) comun cu incaperea “d*“ are o lunglme de 4,2 KIft.- 8 m.

Suprafata incéperii “d* este de 32 Klft.p.-60,80 mp. Zidul de interior (z.5)
comun cu al incédperii “c* are o lungime de 4,2 Klft.- 8 m. Zidul (z.6.) are aceeasi
dimensiune cu (z.5.) Pe planul hartii, la distanta de 0,6 Klft.-1,30 m de coltul de
sud-est al inciperii, este marcatd o deschidere de 0,8 Klft.- 1,50 m, ce sugereaza
intrarea in incaperea “d“ dinspre inciperea “h“. In mijlocul incaperii “d“, planul
hartii reda un numar de 3 cercuri concentrice, cel exterior avind diametrul de 2,7
KIft.-5 m. Dispunerea acestor cercuri concentrice de cétre cartografii anului 1774
in mijlocul incaperii “d*“, sugereaza prezenta unui bazin rotund prevazut cu trepte,
ce coboard pana la fundul bazinului cu apa termala.

Din incéperea “e* se pastreaza doar o portiune din zidul median (z.7), comun
incaperilor “e-g* in lungime de 12,1 KIft.-23 m §i o buna portiune din zidul z.8., cu
o lungime exterioara de 4,6 KIft.-8,80 m; zidul (z.9) desparte in interior incdpea
“e” de incaperea “f”, lungimea marcata pe harta fiind de 4 KIft.-7,60 m.

incaperea “f* cu un plan dreptunghiular este delimitatd doar de trei ziduri.
Zidul median (z.7) are lungimea interioara de 2,9 KIft.-5,50 m, fiind un perete
comun despartitor, incédperilor “c-g“. Zidul (z.9.) in lungime de 4 KIft.-7,60 m

1PN

desparte, asa cum am mentionat mai sus, incéperea “f* de incéperea “e

Incaperea “g* este delimitatd de asemenea de trei ziduri ce inchld un spatiu
dreptunghiular. Zidul de pe latura de nord a inciperii (z.10) are o lungime
interioara de 3,4 Klft.- 6,40 m §i pe aceastd portiune este comun cu incéperea “f*.
Zidul de pe latura de vest “z.7.” masoara 4,80 KIft.-9,20 m si pe aceasta lungime
este zid comun, ce desparte incaperile: “g*, “d*“ si “h*. Zidul de pe latura de vest
(z.11) este perpendicular pe zidul (z.10.) si este redat in desen doar pe o lungime de
4,70 KIft.-9 m, fiind totodata zid comun despartitor cu incaperea “i‘

Deosebit de semnificativ este faptul ca in interiorul 1 mcaperu este redat cu
linii subtiri trei dreptunghiuri cu latura ingusta dinspre sud lipsa. Cele trei laturi ale
dreptunghiului se afla la 0,6 KIft.- 1,20 m distanta de cei trei pereti ai incaperii “g*.
Laturile lungi ale dreptunghiului masoara 4,2 Klft.- 8 m, latura ingusta fiind de 2,2
KIft.-4,20 m, totul sugerand prezenta unui bazin termal in trepte de forma
dreptunghiulara. Intre bazin si peretii laterali ai incaperii “g"“ (z. 7. §i z.10.) sunt
desenate 18 pitrate cu laturile de 0,2 Klft.- 0,4 m, ce sugereaza existenta unor banci
zidite, dispuse in numar de cate 9 de-a lungul peretilor. Zidul de pe latura de sud al

[P~

incaperii “g* nu este desenat, inciperea neinchizandu-se pe aceasta latura.
Incaperea “i* este sugeratd de prezenta in desenul hartii a zidului (z.11)

comun cu incﬁperea “g* si1 0 mica portiune din zidul (z.10), care separa incéperile

“f, “g“ sl ‘1, In lungnme de 4,8 KlIft.- 9,20 m, ce formeazi si coltul interior de

nord-vest al mcapeni “1¢
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Incaperea “h“ este doar sugerati de existenta zidului (z.6) comun cu
incaperea “d*“; portiunea de zid situat in coltul de nord-vest masoara 0,8 KIft.- 1,50
m, iar cel din coltul de sud-est masoara 0,6 Klft.-1,20 m, accesul in incaperea “d”
avand o deschidere de 0,8 Klft.-1,5 m; de prezenta fragmentului de zid (z.12.) redat
in lungime doar de 1,05 KIft.- 2 m. Pe latura de est, inciperea se inchide cu o
portiune in lungime de 2,8 KIft.-5,3 m din zidul interior median (z.7.)

Incaperea “j* este delimitata in planul hartii de trei ziduri; zidul comun
interior (z.6.) ce desparte incaperea “d“ de incdperea “j* pe o lungime interioara de
1,4 KIft.-2,70 m; fragmentul din zidul despartitor (z.12), care o separa de
incdperea “h“ in lungime de 0,94 Klft.- 1,80 m si o porfiune in lungime de 0,94
KIft.-1,80 m din terminatia zidului median (z.4.), zid comun pentru incéperile “a-
c“, “g"“ si probabil “k*. La fel ca si in cazul incaperilor “g-i“, latura de sud a
incaperii “j“ nu este desenata.

incéperea “k* poate fi doar intuitd, avand la dispozitie zidul comun (z.3.) si
terminatia zidului (z. 4.) Prezenta acestei incaperi se justifica doar daca {inem cont
de o simetrie planimetrici a intregului edificiu public in discutie, cu o repartizare a
spatiilor aproximativ egala.

Astfel, pe latura de vest am avea un numar posibil de trei incaperi a, b i k;
la mijloc incéperile c, d, h si j; urmata de incéperile de pe latura de est, e, f, g sii
(PLIV). Mai mult ca sigur ca latura de sud a cladirii, cu zidurile ce nu se inchid in
momentul cartérii, erau foarte aproape de malul abrupt al raului Cema, iar in
cazul laturilor de nord si de vest, acoperite de scurgerile de grohotis si vegetatie de
pe versantul muntelui, astfel cd topografii nu au putut surprinde conturul acestora

la suprafata solului.

Izvoare termale romane amenajate

in zona ce astazi poarta numele de Piata Hercules, pe malul drept al raului
Cema, unde este amplasat Complexul Apollo, avand in fata statuia impunétoare a
lui Hercules, pe harta din 1774 sunt desenate cladirile notate cu literele O, R, S
(PLII /2; P1.V2.2). La baza clddirilor Q si R, in malul abrupt al Cemeij, la o
diferenta de nivel de aproximativ 10 m, intre cursul permanent al Cemei si nivelul
de construire al clddirilor Q si R ( azi complexul Apollo), pe harta in discutie sunt
desenate urmele unor ziduri romane notate cu litera 7. Textul legendei in dreptul
acestei litere face urmatoarea referire: “ 7. Late Romische Rudera also die Statuen
der Hercules gefunden worden, nebst derfelben Postamemtern mit latinischer
inscription”.

Este cunoscutd existenta la nivelul apei in malul abrupt al Cemei a unor
izvoare termale, cel mai elocvent fiind izvorul termal neamenajat din punctul 7
Izvoare, situat la cca. 3 ki din centrul istoric al Biilor Herculane. Considerdm ca
in cazul de fata suntem in situatia unor astfel de izvoare termale special amenajate,
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protejate si folosite terapeutic de catre romani, a ciror elemente de constructie §i
zidarie au fost surprinse si cartate la 1774.

Aceste izvoare sunt situate la baza peretelui abrupt al masivului muntos,
printre stanci pe malul ingust al Cernei, la o distanta de 2-3 KIlft., aproximativ 4-6
m de firul apei. Numerotate de noi de la 1 la 5, amenajarea si protejarea izvoarelor
termale de citre romani constd din doud ziduri antice ce se imbina in unghi drept,
sugerand spatii inchise de forma triunghiulara cu baza pe stanca nativa, sau spatii
patrate, in cazul putin probabil in care topografii austrieci nu au cartat toate zidurile
romane dinspre malul Cernei.

Primul izvor termal (i.1.) se afld sub cladirea O, la 60 Klft.- 114 m distanta
de stinca din mijlocul Cemei care sustine piciorul podului de piatrd. Amenajarea
acestui izvor, constd din doua ziduri in lungime de 5 KIft. respectiv 9,5 m, unite in
unghi drept si care inchid o suprafata de 12,5 Klft.p., respectiv 23 mp.

Urmatoarele trei izvoare termale amenajate de romani (2-4), despartite de
stancile native al malului se afla la o distanta de 8 Klft.-15 m de primul izvor.

Al doilea izvor (i.2), se afla partial sub cladirea Q, izvorul urmitor (i.3) sub
intervalul dintre clddirea Q si R, iar ultimul din seria celor trei izvoare (i.4) sub
cladirea R. Elementele de constructie ale acestor trei izvoare termale se compun din
aceleasi ziduri romane ce se inchid in unghi drept la nord, baza triunghiului fiind
stanca nativa ce le separa de firul apei, aflat la o distantd de 4-6 m. Cele trei
izvoare, asa cum rezultd din datele planimetrice consemnate de topogratii austrieci,
au dimensiuni diferite. Zidurile izvorului (i.2) masoara 5 KIft. - 9 m, cu o suprafata
protejata de 9,5 KIft? — 23,7 m” .

Izvorul termal i.3 are lungimea interioara a zidurilor de 4 klft. — 7,85 m si
respectiv de 6,5 kift. - 12,76 m, inchizdnd o suprafatd amenajata cu trepte de 13
KIft2 - 24, 65 m’, putand fi considerat ca fiind cel mai mare dintre toate izvoarele
romane amenajate.

Zidurile interioare ale izvorului i.4, in lungime de 2 KIft.- 3,7 m pe latura
ingusta si 3 KIft — 5,8 m pe latura lunga, inchid o suprafata amenajata de 6 klft’,
respectiv de 21,46 m’. Acest grup de trei izvoare termale par si se constituie intr-
un complex unitar amenajat de citre romani, avand ziduri despartitoare comune.

Ultimul izvor (i.5) este despartit de o stancd de grupul celor trei izvoare
termale descrise mai sus, la o distanta de 3 Klft.-5,68 m si la 73 KIft.-138 m fata de
stinca ce susfine piciorul podului de piatrd. Prezintd aceeasi configuratie
constructiva cu doud ziduri unite in unghi drept, masurand 2 KIft.-1,9 m, ce inchid
o suprafati de 1,85KIft.” respectiv 3,5 m’.

Ziduri si canale romane

in dreptul literei W, legenda documentului cartografic al statiunii Biile
Herculane din anul 1774 consemneazd “W. Ruinrt gemaurter Romischer canal*.
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Prima consemnare a unui canal roman sau a unei conducte de aductiune a apei, in
lungime de 10 klft — 18,96 m, cu o latime de 0,5kIft-0,98 m, se afla situat pe plan,
in dreptul cladirii S, pe drumul de acces spre actualul hotel “Roman” ( PLIL/2). In
linie dreapta se afla situat la aproximativ 95 klft.- 180 m de la stanca de sub podul
peste Cema.

Perpendicular pe zidul exterior al ultimei incaperi de pe latura de vest a
cladirii Z, astdzi incorporatd ca muzeu, complexului hotelier Roman, pe docu-
mentul cartografic este consemnat tot cu litera W un canal roman in lungime de 19
klift - 36 m, care pare sa fie partea finala a celui descris mai sus (PLIIL/1).

La poalele muntelui, deasupra drumului de acces spre cladirea Z i deasupra
canalului sau a conductei romane notate cu litera 7, pe planul cartografic din 1774
(PLIIL/2), este redatd o linie continui, notata cu literele y §i x. Legenda hartii ofera
in dreptul celor doua litere urmétoarea explicatie ,,Alter Romischer fasieveg *.
Probabil ca si in acest caz putem localiza traseul unui canal sau a unei conducte
romane.

Statiunile balnear-climaterice romane sunt cunoscute in epocd, nu numai
datorita proprietitilor curative a izvoarelor termale sau minerale, cat mai ales a
confortului si distractiilor care erau oferite celor veniti sd se trateze sau si se
odihneascad aici. Aldturi de instalatiile pentru tratamentul curativ-balnear, loca-
litatea dispunea de numeroase cladiri destinate distractiilor de tot felul ’.

Daca luam in consideratie bogatul §i variatul material epigrafic descoperit la
Baile Herculane, identificatd de majoritatea cercetatorilor cu antica localitate Ad
Mediam®, nu trebuie si ne surprinda prezenta unui amfiteatru roman “in acest
important centru de tratament balnear, climatic si de recreatie-vilegiatura al
provincialilor Daciei romane, mai ales al aristocratiei militare §i civile-financiare
din aparatul de ocupatie si exploatare imperiala a provinciei carpato-dunirene™.

Planul constructiei romane circulare notatd cu litera £ pe documentul
cartografic al Bailor Herculane din 1774, atribuitd de noi ca fiind un amfiteatru
roman, este sugerat implicit de intregul ansamblu arhitectural construit in timpul
administratiei imperiale, ce a trebuit si tind cont de masivitatea ruinelor,
obligandu-i pe arhitecti si constructori ca in spatiul fostului amfiteatru roman sa
plaseze un parc dreptunghiular cu terase in trepte (P1.V.1).

? care ,, puneau deopotrivd in vesnicd primejdie virtutea femeilor §i a barbatilor” Ovidiu ,Ars

Amatoria, 1, v.25; Propertius, Elegii, 1, 11; Martial, Epigrame, XI, 80

%M.Macrea, N.Gudea, I1.Motiu, Praetorium.Castrul gi asezarea romand de la Mehadia,
Bucuresti, 1993, p.10

° IDR 1111, p.76; altarul votiv dedicat lui Herculi Salutifero pentru vindecarea fiului siu lulianus, de
citre Quintus Vibius Amillius augustal in colonia Dacica, atesta fiintarea statiunii balneo-termale
Ad Mediam-Biile Herculane inci din timpul imparatului Traian , op.cit. p.88.;
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Amfiteatrul de la Biile Herculane pare a fi de tip castrense, asemanitor ca
forma cu cel de la Micia'®. Circumferinta incintei, ca principal element al formei si
al capacitatii, este probabil de 148,36 m, cu o suprafata circumscrisa de 1852 mp.
Arena, spatiul destinat jocurilor amfiteatrale, cuprinsd in inelul zidului, avea
probabil o suprafata de 1498,60 mp cu o circumferintd de 142 m.

Contemporan cu programul de amenajari edilitare si de exploatare terapeu-
tica a izvoarelor termale a statiunii balneare Biile Herculane de citre autoritatea
habsburgica a Banatului, Nicolae Stoica de Hateg'' localizeazi o serie de vestigii
arheologice de epocid romani, din care o parte coincid cu cele de pe documentul
cartografic datat 1774.

Referitor la izvoarele termale romane (PLII /2; PLV2.2), in anul 1765,
Nicolae Stoica de Hateg consemna: “supt Baia Pucioasd, jos ldnga Cerna, alta
baie cu case au fost'”? si in continuare ,, cdpdtind gheneralu Andreas Hamilton
poruncd ca §i baele de la Mehadia a le cduta §i cum au fost de romani lucrate, de
alfii sparte, a le curdfi. A le dreage; si asa degchizand cale pe dreapta Cerneii — pe
supt dealu Zosimii -, cu prau, §i drum au facut. Baele acestea, care de o mie de ani
§i sute, cu aga pdduri pustii acoperite, nevdzute, se ardtard, cared in urmd cu
ledmnele lor din loc §i iale s-au lucrat, s-au acoperit §i pod mare preste apa Cernii
de-aici s-au fdcut. Cared bae tamdduitoare, aga cutrupite, numai oamenilor
montedni situate fiindu, numai ei le-au cercetat... Intrd alte lucruri de mirare ce sd
descoperea... §i trupuri de trei persoane impetrite, far de mdna dreapta §i fard
capete, intr-o bae boltitd, uscatd, tare ziditd, omenii, lucratorii le-au fost aflat si el
le-au luat™".

Despre dealul ,,Comoréste”, unde pe terasa amenajatd astdzi se inaltd
biserica catolica, ridicatd de administratia habsburgica, Nicolae Stoica de Hateg
consemna: ,,Acolo La Comoraste unde multe pietri cu inscripfii s-au descoperit ...
romanii besearica lui Hercule, Esculap cu Highia, cu case preofegti, ca mandstiri
sfinte au avut” .

Despre ruinele posibilului amfiteatru roman documentat cartografic in anul
1774, aflam indirect si de la Nicolae Stoica de Hateg care, descriind locul unde a
ridicat prima ,biserici nationald” ne informeazd ca: “bisedrica noastrd
nationalnicd, curdfind eu pdadurea, spinii, unde au fost cetdfuie .. cu zid §i groapa
incongiuratd , a o pune. $i iardgi din an 1806, a doua am ridicat §i spre pomenirea
nafii std, cu a fdcdtorilor de bine. Sapindu-se fundamentul acegti beserici, pietri,

1% O.Floca, V.Vasiliev, Amfiteairul militar de la Micia, in Sargetia, V, 1968, p.125; p.127, Fig.2. ;
V.Moga, Amfiteatrele si lupte de gladiatori in Dacia romand, in Sargefia, XX, 1986-1989, p.112.

' Nicolae Stoica de Hateg, Cronica Banatului, in Cronicile medievale ale Romaniei, VII, studiu si
editie de Damaschin Mioc, Bucuresti, 1969.

12 Ibidem., p.82.

13 Ibidem., p.173

' Ibidem., p.83.
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rdjnife de-a mdcina, fedluri de caramizi, luna pline §i jumdatdfi scotea §i bani
romanesci, urle de-a duce apa, iardde la inceputul fintinilor pe dinaintea besericii
noastre opt vini mari de fintini, cu mari fundamente de case, cu fintini subt case,
care fundamente de-a lua peatra de-aproape, de la 1806 pan 1812, multe sa
sparserd, de nu se vad”"”.

Documentul cartografic prezentat, ce localizeaza topografic planul edificilor
si constructilor romane existente §i vizibile la 1774, alaturi de numeroasele marturii
cu caracter arheologic, epigrafic, numismatic si documentar despre Baiile
Herculane in epoca romana, confirma odata in plus ca antica asezare Ad Mediam
era un loc preferat de odihna §i tratament, frecventat atat de elita militara si cea din
administratia Daciei romane, cédt §i de populatia provinciei, fie ei colonigti sau
autohtoni.

Astdzi, cand trama stradala si edificiile publice modemne din centru istoric al
Bailor Herculane suprapun pe cele romane consemnate cartografic in anul 1774,
pentru confirmarea arheologica a acestora, se impun de la sine investigatii pe baza
de rezonanta electromagnetica si sapaturi arheologice de verificare.
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PUBLIC BUILDINGS AND
ROMAN THERMAL ARRANGEMENTS ON A MAP
OF BAILE HERCULANE FROM 1774

(Resume)
The specialized literature, different recordings on the archaeological

discoveries from the Roman age at Baile Herculane, refer to the existence of
arranged thermal springs, hot water pipes, pools, public and private buildings,

15 Ibidem.
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shrines with inscriptions, statues of divinities, mortuary monuments, coins
discoveries, and jewellery etc.

In the State’s Archives, Caransebes Branch of the Carag-Severin county, a
cartographic document is kept which is a plan of Baile Herculane or Mehadia Baad
from 1774, as the title of the legend states: “Plan von denen Bdden zu Mehadia,
unweith Orsova Erkldrung der Buchstaaben”,

The official name of Biile Herculane or Herkulesbad, as a distinct
administrative unit, dates since 1817. Until then, the resort was known in the
documents of that period as Bad Mehadia, Mehadia oder Herkulesbdder, Mehadia
ad flumen Csernam or Mehadia Baad.

The dimensions of the map are 230 x 75 cm and it had been drawn on
inboards paper glued on a flax cloth. Without mentioning the author, the resort’s
plan is framed by a black boarder having the dimensions of 228 x 72 cm. From the
point of view of the cartographical technique, judging by how the mountains
surrounding the resort were drawn of, we may say that they were not given enough
attention as they are drawn by conventional lines and with black China ink
hachure, except of Cema’s flow which is green. The plans of the existing buildings
and of the Roman vestiges are drawn in red or black China ink. There is the map’s
legend in the right comer which explains the marking procedures for the objectives
that made the mapping’s object. In the left part there is the reduction scale
measured in Klafter.

The Viennese imperial authority initiated the thermal springs modemization
and the future pavilions for the bathing treatment building, and also of the public
and administrative buildings in 1734-1736, under the guidance of Governor Andrei
Hamilton; they were made over the ancient ruins of the bathing resort and Roman
settlement Ad Mediam.

The map presents the configuration of Baile Herculane or Mehadia Baad,
together with the public and administrative buildings already existenting, 38-40
years after the discovery of the first Roman antiquities. There are also drawn on
this cartographic document the plans of some buildings and Roman monuments,
walls and pipes, channels and thermal springs being mentioned in the map’s legend
in letters or numbers, German terms often being used: Romische Rudera, alte
Romische Mauer, alte Romischer Rudera, Ruinert gemaurter Romischer, einie Alte
Romische Rudera.

In order to update an archaeological topographic plan of the ancient Roman
settlement Ad Mehadiam — Baile Herculane necessary changes from Kloafters to
meters and topographical measurements on the field were made according to the
buildings and the Roman traces noted on the map from 1774. The new data were
mapped on a new plan of the historical area at the 1/1000 (P1. 1) scale.
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Roman amphitheatre

A building marked with “D” is drawn on the 1774 map inside the area that
the park, limited by the former Casino and the Decebal and Traian hotels, is placed
today. The next text corresponds to this letter, in the map’s legend,: “D. das gebau
vor comendiren den excellenze ”. The building is placed at a distance of 64 Klft —
121 m from the stone placed in the middle of Cema river, on which the first pillar
of the stone bridge®had been built.

At a distance of 13,33KIft — 25,3 m from the western side of the “D” building
and at a distance of 96,6Klft — 183,2 m from the stone from the middle of Cema,
there is drawn the plan of a circular construction marked with “E”. For this letter in
the map’s legend it is written the following text: “einio alte Romische Rudera”.
The imperfect outline suggests the existence of some ruins of ancient Roman walls.
The exterior diameter is 25 Klft — 47,40 m and the interior one is 22Klft — 41,70 m.
The width of the walls is 1,5-2,2 Kift — 2,84 m (Pl. II. 1/E). The circular form of
this Roman construction which is situated at 22 Klft — 41,7 m from the left side of
Cemariver suggests the presence of a Roman theatre or amphitheatre.

Therma

On the left side of the river, at a distance of 32 KIft — 60, 7m from the bridge
over Cemna, there are drawn with red China ink on the map the walls of a Roman
building with unblended sides. It was marked with “K™ and the explanation of the
legend is: “Alte Rémische Rudera denen Bddern”, which means Roman therma.

The Roman building has the area of 352 KIft’ — 667 m’ and consists of 11
chambers marked with “a”, “b”, “c”, “d”, “e”, “f", “g”, “i”, “h”, ", “k”
among which only two have their sides limited (P II. 2/K).

From the “a” chamber, on the map it is shown as a complete wall (z.2) only
the one common to “b”, its full length being 3,2 Klft — 6m. The wall which should
have closed the northern side of the chamber isn’t drawn on the plan; there also
aren’t drawn the walls which form the north-eastern comer of the chamber from
the (z.4) wall and the north-western (z./).

Thus, the (z.2) wall, common to “a” and “b” is 3,2 Klft — 6 m long; the piece
of wall from the west side (z./), common to “b” measures 6 Klft — 11,4m; the piece
of wall from the east side (z.4), common to “c”, “d”, “;” and “k” is 8 KIft — 15,2 m
long.

The walls of the “b” chamber cover an area of 11,7KIft’ — 22,2 m’. The
internal lengths of the “b” chamber are: the west wall (z.7) is 1,95KlIft — 3,70 m; the
interior wall (z.2) common for both “a” and “b” chambers is 3,2 Klft — 6 m. The
south wall noted by us (z.3), in the map’s plan is discontinuous at 0, 75Klft — 1,40m
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from the south-west comer of the building, suggesting an access space of 0, 73Klft
— 1,4 m. The piece of the wall which closes the “b” chamber in the south comer is
0,73Klft — 2,25 m. At 1,IKIft — 2,10 m from the south-west comer, through the
exterior, the plan marks a square prominence having the sides of /1,/Klft — 1,85 m,
which suggests the existence of a praefurmium.

The (z.4) wall is a common wall that divides from the interior the chambers
“a”, “b”, “c”, “d”,*J”, and its full length is of 7,9KIft — 15 m.

The following walls have been kept from the “c” room: a piece of the (z.4)
wall which divides the “a” chamber, having the length of 7,58 Klft — 3 m; a piece
of the (z.7) wall which separates chamber “c” from “e” and “a”, having a length of
3,95Klft — 7,50 m; the (z.5) wall, common to chamber “d”, with its length of 4,2
Kift — 8 m.

The surface of “d” chamber is 32 KIft’ — 60,80 m’. The interior wall (z.5),
common for “c” chamber measures 4,2 Klft — 8§ m. The wall (z.6) has the same
dimension as (z.5). On the map, at a distance of 0,6 Klft — 1,30 m from the south-
east comer of the room, there is marked an opening of 0,80 Klft — 1,50 m, which
suggests the entrance in chamber “d” from chamber “A”. In the middle of the “d”
chamber the map reveals three concentric circles, the exterior one of 2,7Klft — 5 m
in diameter. The placement of those concentric circles in the middle of the “d”
room, as it was made by the cartographers from 1774, suggests the presence of a
round pool with steps that go down all the way to the bottom of the pool with
thermal water.

Only a small part of the middle wall (z.7) is preserved; this wall is common
to rooms “e”, “f’ and “g” and it is 12,1 Klft — 23 m long; also there still is a part of
(z.8) wall with a length of 4,6 Klft — 8,80m; the (z.9) wall separates room “e” from
room “f” on a length of 4 Kift — 7,60 m.

Room */”’ has a rectangular plan and only three walls limit it. The middle
wall (z.7) has an interior length of 2,9 Kift — 5,50 m, being a separating common
wall for rooms “c”, “d”, “e”, *f” and “g”. Wall (z.9), measuring 4 Klft — 7,60 m,
separates room */”” from room “e” as mentioned above.

Three walls that form a rectangular area also limit room “g”. The north wall
of the room, (z.10), has a length of 3,4 Klft — 6,40 m and is common to room “f”.
The west wall (z.7) measures 4,80 Kift — 9,20 ,m and it is a separating common
wall for rooms “g”, “d” and “Ah”. The east wall (z.11) is perpendicular on wall
(z.10) and it has a length of 4,70 Klft - 9 m, also being a separating common wall
with room “i”.

Of great significance is the fact that inside the room there are drawn with
three thin lines three rectangles with the south side missing. The three sides of the
rectangle are at 0,6 KIft — 1,20 m from the three walls of room “g”. The rectangle
has a length of 4,2 Kift — 8 m and a width of 2,2 Kift — 4,20 m, everything
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suggesting the presence of a rectangular thermal pool with steps. Between the pool
and the side walls of room “g”, (z.7) and (z.10), there are drawn 18 squares, each
sides measuring 0,2 KIft — 0, 4 m that suggests the existence of some built massage
benches, placed along the walls. The south wall of room “g” has not been drawn,
while the room doesn’t blend on this side.

Room “i” is suggested by the presence on the map of wall (z.//), common
with room “g” and a small part of wall (z./0) that separates rooms “f”, “g” and
“i” on a length of 4,8 Klift — 9,20 m, also being the interior north-west comer of
room “i”.

Room “h” is suggested by the existence of: wall (z.6) common with room
“d’; the fragment of the wall situated in the north-west corner measures 0,8 Klft —
1,50 m and the one from the south-east comer measures 0,6 Kift — 1,20 m, with an
access to room “d” of 0,8 Klft — 1,50m and the fragment from the wall (z./2) with a
length of only 7,05 KIft — 2 m. On the east side the room blends due to the interior
middle wall, (z.7), which is 2,8 Kift — 5,3 m long.

Room “/” is limited on the map by three walls; the inner common wall (z.6),
which separates it from room “d” on an interior length of 1,4 Kift — 2,70 m; the
fragment of the dividing wall (z./2) which separates room “/” from room “h” on a
length of 0,94 Klft — 1,80 m and also on a length of 0,94 Klft 1,80 m of the middle
wall (z.4), a common wall for rooms “a”, “b”, “c”, “g” and probably “k”. As well
as for rooms “i”, “g” and “A”, the south sxde of room *j” is not drawn on the map.

Room “k” can only be guessed, having just the common wall available (z.3)
and the ending of wall (z.4). The presence of this room is justified only if we take
into consideration a planimetric symmetry of the entire building we are talking
about, with an almost equal distribution of the rooms.

Thus, we would have a possible number of three rooms “a”, “b”, and “k” on
the west side; in the middle, rooms “c”, “d”, “h” and “;”; followed by the rooms
from the east side: “e”, “f”, “g” and “i”” (PI. II 2/K). Surelly, on the south side of the
building, the walls that dldnt blend the moment the map was made, were very
close to the steep bank of the Cerna river, and in the case of the north and west
side, the topographers couldn’t draw the walls outline as they were covered by the
scree leaking and vegetation from the mountainside.

Arranged roman thermal springs

In the area called today the Square of Hercules, on the right bank of river
Cemma where the Apollo Complex was built, with the commanding statue of
Hercules in front of it, there are drawn several buildings, marked with letters O, R,
S (P1. 1I 3T) on the map from 1774. At the base of buildings Q and R, between their
foundation and the permanent flow of Cemna, in the steep bank of the river, at a
height of approximately 10m, there are drawn traces of Roman walls on the map,
marked with letter “7T”. The text which refers to this letter in the map’s legend is:
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“T: Late Romische Rudera also die Statuen der Hercules gefunden worden, nebst
derfleben Postamemtern mit latinischer inscription”.

It is known the existence of some thermal springs at the water level of the
Cema river, the most eloquent being the unarranged thermal spring from 7 Izvoare
situated at approximately 3km from the historical centre of Biile Herculane. We
consider that in this case we face some kind of specially arranged thermal springs,
protected and used for therapeutical purposes by the Romans, those springs being
mapped in 1774.

These springs are situated at the base of the steep mountainslope, among
cliffs from Cerna’s narrow bank, at a distance of 2-3 Kift — 4-6 m from the water.
Marked by us with numbers from / to 5, the arrangement and protection of these
thermal springs consist of two ancient walls that blend in a straight angle,
suggesting a triangular construction with the base on the cliff.

The first thermal spring (i./) is beneath building “Q”, at 60 Kift — 114 m
from the cliff that lies in the middle of river Cema; this cliff also sustains the foot
of the stone bridge. The arrangement of this spring consists of two walls of 5 Kifi —
9,5 m in length, blended in a straight angle; those two walls cover an area of 12,5
Kift - 23 m°.

The following three thermal springs arranged by the Romans (2-3-4),
divided by the cliffs of the bank, lie at a distance of 8 K/ft — 15 m from the first
spring.

The second spring (i.2), lies partially under building “Q”, the next one (i.3)
between buildings “Q” and “R” and the last one (i.4) under building “R”. The
constructive elements of those three thermal springs consist of the same Roman
walls that blend in a straight angle to the north, the base of the triangle being the
cliff that separates them from Cema’s flow at a distance of 4-6m. Those three
springs, as it comes out of the planimetric data registered by the Austrian
topographers, have different dimensions. The walls of spring (i.2) measure 5 Kifi —
9 m, and they protect an area of 9,5 KIf’ — 2,7 m’.

Spring (i.3) has its walls of 4 Klft — 7,85 m wide and 6,5 Klft — 12,76 m long,
blending on a surface of 6 KIf’ — 21,46 m’ with steps; it can be considered as being
the largest of all the arranged roman springs.

The interior walls of spring (i.4) have the width of 2 Klft — 3,7 m and the
length of 3 Klft — 5,8 m, covering an arranged area of 6KIft’ — 21,46m’.

This group of the three thermal springs seems to be a unitary complex,
arranged by the Romans, having separating common walls.

The last spring, (i.5), is separated from the other three springs by a rock at
the distance of 3 KIft — 5,68 m and at 73 Klft — 138 m from the cliff that sustains the
foot of the stone bridge. It has the same two walls measuring 2 Kift — 1,9 m,
blending in a straight angle on a surface of 1,85 KIft’ — 3,5 m’.
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Roman walls and channels

Beside letter “A”, the legend of the cartographic document from 1774 of
states: “Ruinrt gemaurter Rémischer canal”. The first mentioning of a Roman
channel or a Roman water pipe having /0 Klft — 18,96 m in length, with a width of
0,5 KlIft — 0,98 m, is situated beside building “S”, on the access road to the
“Roman” Hotel (Fig. 2). In a straight line, it is situated at approximately 95 KIft —
180 m from the cliff beneath Cemna river.

Roman thermal resorts were known those times not only for their healthing
properties but also for the comfort and the entertainment provided to those that
came there. Beside the buildings for therapeutical purposes, there were also many
buildings for all kind of entertainment.

If we take into consideration the rich material discovered at Baile Herculane,
identified by most researchers with the ancient settlement of Ad Mediam, we must
not be surprised by the presence of a Roman amphitheatre “in this important
bathing resort of the locals of Roman Dacia, specially of the military and
administrative aristocracy”.

The amphitheatre from Baile Herculane seems to be resamblant to the one
from Micia. The diameter of this building is probably 148,36 m, covering an area
of 1852 m’. The arena, the place where the Roman games took place, had probably
a surface of 1498,60 m®> with a diameter of 142 m.

While the arrangements of the Biile Herculane resort were done by the
Habsburgic authority of the Banat, Nicolae Stoica de Hateg located a series of
archaeological findings from the Roman period, part of them being the same as
those on the cartographic document from 1774.

The cartographic document presented above, which topographically places
the plan of the buildings visible in 1774, confirms once again that the ancient
settlement Ad Mediam was a preferred place for rest and treatment, visited by both
the military and administrative elites of Roman Dacia, and also by the locals, either
colonists or natives.
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Pl 1. 1. Béile Herculane in 1774, general view; 2. Roman amphitheatre
1. Biiile Herculane la 1774, vedere de ansamblu; 2. Amfiteatrul roman
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Pl I1. 1. 1774, Roman therme; 2. Thermal springs
1. 1774, Therme romane; 2. Izvoare termale
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PL III. 1. 1774, Roman water channel; 2. Map’s legend
1. 1774, Canal de aductiune roman; 2. Legenda hirtii
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PI. IV. Therma’s plan, detail 1774
Planul thermelor, detaliu 1774
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1. Therme romane
2.izvoare termaie romane amenajate
3. Conductd de aductiune romand

Pl V. Roman buildings on the map from 1774, on a recent map of Baile Herculane
Edificiile romane de pe harta din 1774, pe un plan desituatie actual al Biilor Herculane.
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