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Abstract: We find ourselves in a time of violent conflicts. Conflicts between liberal democracies and
au-tocratic regimes are being fiercely fought out in various regions. At the same time, we are fac-ing a
digital-technological transformation, however its effects are difficult to predict, particu-larly due to the
further advancements of artificial intelligence. Preserving the comprehensive knowledge of mankind
and thus ensuring its existence and dissemination is a task belonging to libraries. But how can libraries
really fulfill this responsibility? And if so, under what condi-tions? This paper will discuss thoughts on
the role of libraries in a changing world.
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When | was thinking about the theme of this conference, “Information Production and Circulation in
the Age of Crisis”, | asked myself: Do libraries have a role to play in a changing world, and if so, which
one? In this deliberation my thoughts are less centered around climate change, although it can be felt
all over the world, but more on political change, on the advance of autocracies, which we encounter
so directly, and which distresses and worries us. Everything currently happening in Europe and the
Middle East is devastating and there are countless examples of other countries where the population
is subjected to cruel violence and brutal oppression. Romania has a shared border with Ukraine. It is
hardly possible to be here today and not have to think about this cruel war, which was euphemistically
referred to as a “special military operation” for a long time. We see that oppositional thinking can only
be stopped by violence, as we recently experienced and had to endure with the example of Alexei
Navalny. We also know that this war is being waged with a toxic mixture of manipulation, censorship
and state propaganda. This effect is being reinforced by the various instruments from the artificial
intelligence toolbox that are now available. In addition to this, many people live in what are effectively
“parallel worlds”. In “Deep Fakes and the Infocalypse™, social scientist Nina Schick describes information
bubbles in which people find themselves due to the algorithms used by social media. This creates
separate worlds of information and adds to people living in different realities. Disinformation and deep
fakes mean that the common (information) basis for a democratic dialog is being lost in many places.

How is a society supposed to be able to classify "alternative facts” correctly? Russian history
textbooks are currently being rewritten for school lessons and university programmes. Satellite dishes
in Mariupol have been re-programmed: Now only the reception of Russian state television is possible.?
Even if libraries certainly do not play a crucial role in this context; perhaps they can make a small
contribution to a better-informed and more educated society. | would like to mention five focal points
for this, which were also be addressed in various specialist contributions at this conference.

1. Nina Schick, Deep Fakes and the Infocalypse (London: Monoray, 2020).
2. A new Russian school textbook has been produced that distorts the history of the war against Ukraine and
encourages students to join the army: https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-68550459 [Accessed: 18.06.2024]

and https://www.tagesschau.de/ausland/europa/russland-geschichtsbuch-100.html [Accessed: 18.06.2024]
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1. Libraries as places of political education with democratic educational programmes

2. Libraries as institutions that promote free access to knowledge/information

3. Libraries as places where knowledge/information is preserved and cultural heritage is protected
4. Libraries as places that stand up for independence and sovereignty

5. Libraries and their network

1. Libraries as places of political education with democratic educational programmes

The Astra Library and the LBUS University Library are organizing this conference together, two
independent, publicly accessible and science-supporting institutions. Both make an important
contribution to a democratically enlightened coexistence through a wide range of often low-threshold
educational services. The German Library Association® recently stated: ,Bibliotheken haben nicht
nur einen Auftrag zur Demokratiebildung, sie sind auch Orte gelebter Demokratie und einer vitalen
demokratischen Kultur.” [Libraries not only have a mandate to educate people about democracy,
they are also places where democracy is lived and a vital democratic culture exists.] David Lankes
writes in “The New Librarianship Field Guide” (MIT Press 2016): “Die Bibliothek kann ein Forum sein,
in dem Gesprache stattfinden und in dem eine Burgerbeteiligung stattfindet und erleichtert wird. Die
Bibliothek als das Agora der Demokratie.” [The library can be a forum in which conversations take place
and public participation can develop and be facilitated. The library as the agora of democracy.]

Libraries enable people to take a critical look at the truthfulness of information and, above all, to learn
to scrutinise sources carefully. As a “third place”, they impart the necessary skills for this. This service
is now one of their core missions. In many academic libraries, so-called “Teaching Libraries” have been
established, which develop individual training and further education concepts depending on the target
audience, such as pupils, students, professionals and senior citizens. In addition to assistance with
literature research, this includes dealing with reference management programmes, Open Access
publishing and bibliometric analyses. Finally, due to the requirements of research funding organisations,
advice on research data management has now been added as well. In addition to regular face-to-face
events, video tutorials for self-study have long been established as a format. Online training courses
and online information via ZOOM, MS Teams etc. have also become established.

However, the biggest challenge at the moment is artificial intelligence (Al). At the end of
November 2023, 18 countries worldwide, including Germany, have signed an agreement to protect
against the misuse of artificial intelligence. This contains non-binding recommendations, including
recommendations on the monitoring of Al systems and the protection against data misuse*. The
European Union will also soon introduce new legislation on artificial intelligence: The “EU Artificial
Intelligence Act”. This legislative act will lay the foundation for the regulation of Al in the EU. On
January 215t 2024, the 27 EU member states unanimously approved the final draft. Nevertheless, this is
not the end of the Al issue. It continues to present the population with the task of finding a way to deal
with technological developments. As educational institutions, libraries are faced with the challenge
of integrating artificial intelligence into their work, learning new skills, expanding them and imparting
them.

2. Libraries as institutions committed to free access to knowledge/information

The publishing industry is still characterised by strong commercial and oligopolistic structures,
especially in the scientific field. Large publishers such as Wiley, Springer and Elsevier play a decisive
role in determining market developments and thus the research landscape. The call for open access to
scientific knowledge (cf. “Berlin Declaration 2003”5, Budapest Open Access Initiative, ECHO Charter
and Bethesda Statement on Open Access Publishing) was intended to promote the Internet as an
instrument for a worldwide basis of scientific knowledge and human reflection and to support the
transition to the “Open Access” paradigm for electronic publications. Diamond Open Access platforms
could help to reduce the dependency of research output on publishers. This involves models of Open
Access publishing that operate without publication fees for authors, are non-commercial and are
geared towards the interests of research and science.

3. https://www.bibliotheksverband.de/ [Acessed: 18.06.2024]

4. https://www.heise.de/news/Secure-by-design-18-Staaten-unterzeichnen-neue-Kl-Richtlinien-9540237.html
[Accessed: 18.06.2024]
tp://oa.mpg.de/openaccess-berlin/berlin_declaration.pdf [Accessed: 18.06.2024]
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The Council Presidency recommends that EU member states publish research results financed from
public funds directly in OA in the future. It emphasizes the promotion of the development of non-profit
publication infrastructures (Diamond Open Access) in the European Union. It advises to support the
transformation of the Open Research Europe platform into a collective, non-profit, large-scale Open
Access research publishing service for the public good. Numerous libraries support this endeavor and
advise researchers accordingly when selecting their publication organs. They also support the “Action
Plan for Diamond Open Access". It was presented by Science Europe, cOAlition S, OPERAS and the
French Agence Nationale de la Recherche with the aim of promoting a sustainable and community-
driven Diamond Open Access landscape. Ultimately, however, the initiators and the libraries are
dependent on the will to change the publication culture in science. As long as publications in high-
impact journals are regarded as an indicator of a researcher’s performance, institutional repositories for
Diamond Open Access journals will hardly stand a chance.

3. Libraries as places where knowledge/information is preserved and cultural heritage is protected
In his article “Zukunft braucht Herkunft” [Future needs origin], Odo Marquard asked how something
new can be humanly possible and his answer is: “Nicht ohne das Alte” [Not without the old]”. Horst
Kohler, former German Federal President, referred to Marquard and added: “Zur Identitat gehort
ganz wesentlich das Bewusstsein von der eigenen Geschichte” [Awareness of one’s own history is an
essential part of identity]®. Preserving the knowledge of humanity and thus ensuring its existence and
dissemination has always been a recognised and undisputed task of libraries. Libraries, often referred
to as the "treasure troves of knowledge”, have been entrusted with this responsibility since ancient
times — a challenge they still face today and whose significance is growing in this digital age, maybe
more than ever. However, it is no longer just about the "mere” storage of media. In view of the ever
shorter half-life of information, libraries must also provide the information entrusted to them reliably
and sustainably. There has never been a greater variety of media than today, all of which require
different preservation strategies. Irrespective of this, the constantly changing digital file formats of
the last few decades have presented libraries with unprecedented technical and structural challenges.
They must continually develop new concepts in order to fulfill their social role as memory institutions.

The question seemed to have been answered: For online publications with a digital object identifier,
or DOI for short, access would be secured for eternity. However, a study by British scientist Martin
Eve was published in the journal Nature at the end of January 2024 proving the contrary®. He checked
access in a sample of more than seven million articles and found that in a good two million cases the
articles could not be found. “Many people have the blind assumption that if you have a DO, it's there
forever, but that doesn't mean that the link will always work,” stated publication expert Mikael Laakso
from the Hanken School of Economics in Helsinki, explaining the significance of the study™.

This is not the only reason why the digital long-term availability (LTA) of scientifically relevant
information is becoming increasingly important to researchers and research institutions. The demand
for solutions for the long-term preservation of research data and results, electronic publications and
digital scientific and cultural assets is growing in line with this. Therefore, it is the duty of libraries to
create a future-oriented infrastructure that enables the efficient and sustainable preservation of digital
holdings and through this ensure a basis for innovative science.

With the so-called “digital long-term availability in the Bavarian Library Network”, the State of Bavaria
has started a corresponding project in which Bayreuth University Library is also involved™. Three object
classes were processed: digital image files (scans), contributions to OA journals and research data.
Those classes were analysed with regard to their requirements for long-term provision and procedures.

6. https://www.scienceeurope.org/media/t3jgyo3u/202203-diamond-oa-action-plan.pdf [Accessed: 18.06.2024]
7. Odo Marquard, Zukunft braucht Herkunft: Philosophische Essays (Stuttgart: Reihe Reclam, 2003)

8. https://www.bundespraesident.de/SharedDocs/Reden/DE/Horst-Koehler/Reden/2008/04/20080413 Rede
Anlage.pdf? _blob=publicationFile [Accessed: 18.06.2024]

9. Martin Eve, "Digital Scholarly Journals Are Poorly Preserved: A Study of 7 Million Articles”, Journal of Librarianship

and Scholarly Communication, vol. 12, issue 1(2024). https://www.iastatedigitalpress.com/jlsc/article/id/16288/
[Accessed: 18.06.2024].

10. https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-024-00616-5 [Accessed: 18.06.2024]
11. https://www.lzv-bayern.de [Accessed: 18.06.2024]
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In the meantime, cooperation has been agreed upon with other initiatives in this field, such as LaVaH"™
from Hesse and Nestor®. The international standard is ensured by the recognition of the ISO “Open
Archival Information System (OASI)". In principle, however, the following applies: Considerations
regarding a sustainable strategy for the long-term availability of electronic media are currently of the
greatest relevance, as many related questions are still far from being answered in all details.

4. Libraries as an institution committed to independence and sovereignty

“In der Offentlichen Verwaltung bestehen hohe Abhzngigkeiten zu einzelnen Technologieanbietern.
Dies birgt die Gefahr, die Kontrolle Uber die eigene IT zu verlieren und u. a. Informations- und
Datenschutz gemaB nationalen und EU-weit gultigen Vorgaben nicht mehr gewahrleisten zu konnen.”
[Public administration is highly dependent on individual technology providers. This entails the risk of
losing control over their own IT and no longer being able to guarantee information and data protection
in accordance with national and EU-wide regulations], wrote the Federal Government Commissioner
for Information Technology™. Petra Gehring, Chair of the Council for Information Infrastructures in
Germany (Rfll), explained: “GroBe Player greifen absichtsvoll die Integritat des wissenschaftlichen
Austauschs an. Sie betrachten den gesamten intellektuellen Zyklus staatlich getragener und damit freier
Forschung als ihr kiinftiges Produkt.” [Big players are deliberately attacking the integrity of scientific
exchange. They regard the entire intellectual cycle of state-supported and therefore free research as
their future product.] She calls this a “Lebendfalle fiir Forschende” [life trap for researchers]™.

Library management software is increasingly becoming part of such ecosystems. Commercial
products in particular are highly interesting objects from a data analytics perspective. Individualised
personal data of all users, combined with their media usage behaviour and the library’s funding streams
based on this offer interesting insights. Accordingly, all major providers have developed library analytics
models and converted their systems to cloud operation, so that users can no longer have a complete
structural overview of the data flows™. When the question of replacing a library management IT system
that had been outdated for many years arose, the majority of the libraries represented in the Bavarian
Library Network opted for an open source solution for technical and strategic reasons. The software
FOLIO particularly takes into account the desire for independent scope for design and innovation
through the concept of micro services in the software architecture.

In FOLIO, all data and functions are available via open and documented interfaces. A key feature,
however, is that data sovereignty remains with the Bavarian Library Network (BVB) and the participating
libraries®. The data is physically stored at the Leibniz Supercomputing Centre, a publicly funded facility
in Bavaria™. This also guarantees digital sovereignty for the university libraries within the BVB and
significantly reduces dependence on database providers, including a possible vendor lock-in. However,
the FOLIO library management system is just one example of open source applications that contribute
to digital sovereignty. Software for setting up research data repositories, such as DSPACEZ, or for the
presentation and workflow management of digitised material , such as KITODO?, are further examples.

5. Libraries and their network
Buzzwords such as “Era of Collaboration” (2003)%? and “Network Society” (1996)% point to the
importance of network formation and structures at an early stage. From a technical point of view,

12. https://www.lavah.de/ [Accessed: 18.06.2024]

13. https://www.langzeitarchivierung.de/Webs/nestor/DE/Home/home_node.html [Accessed: 18.06.2024]

14. https://www.cio.bund.de/Webs/CIO/DE/startseite/startseite-node.
html:jsessionid=617AAFOAD409547E4527BF10535BOD8A.live872 [Accessed: 18.06.2024]

15. Petra Gehring, “Das Schicksal von Open Science steht auf dem Spiel”, Forschung & Lehre (02.08.2021). https://
www.forschung-und-lehre.de/politik/das-schicksal-von-open-science-steht-auf-dem-spiel-3902

16. Renke Siems, “Das Lesen der Anderen. Erschienen”, O-Bib, vol. 9, issue 1(2022). https://doi.org/10.5282/0-bib/5797.
17. https://www.folio-bib.org/ [Accessed: 18.06.2024]

18. https://www.bib-bvb.de/home [Accessed: 18.06.2024]

19. https://www.Irz.de/ [Accessed: 18.06.2024]

20. https://dspace.lyrasis.org/ [Accessed: 18.06.2024]

21. https://www.kitodo.org/ [Accessed: 18.06.2024]

22. R. Agranoff and M. McGuire, Collaborative public management: New strategies for local governments
(Washington, DC: Georgetown University Press, 2003).

23. Manuel Castells, The Rise of the Network Society (Wiley-Blackwell, 2009)



https://www.lavah.de/
https://www.langzeitarchivierung.de/Webs/nestor/DE/Home/home_node.html
https://www.cio.bund.de/Webs/CIO/DE/startseite/startseite-node.html;jsessionid=617AAF0AD409547E4527BF10535B0D8A.live872
https://www.cio.bund.de/Webs/CIO/DE/startseite/startseite-node.html;jsessionid=617AAF0AD409547E4527BF10535B0D8A.live872
https://www.folio-bib.org/
https://www.bib-bvb.de/home
https://www.lrz.de/
https://dspace.lyrasis.org/
https://www.kitodo.org/

18]]|68

libraries in Germany are predominantly organised in networks, known as library networks, which have
arisen from the realisation that providing information would hardly be possible without the provision
of jointly developed reference tools. This ultimately resulted in numerous local, regional and supra-
regional services, such as the cooperative indexing of print holdings up to large e-book packages, as
well as the distribution of media via interlibrary loan. In addition, there are research-supporting library
initiatives, such as the establishment of research data repositories, the development of presentation
and workflow management tools for the provision of digitised material and the development of
search interfaces (VU-Find)?*. Finally, FOLIO, the library management system already mentioned, is
an interesting example here: technical development is user-oriented and cooperative at a regional,
national and international level.

In addition to the technical networks, public and academic libraries are also politically involved in
the German Library Association (Deutscher Bibliotheksverband e.V., dbv). More than 9,000 libraries
with around 25,000 employees are represented there. The central concern of the dbv is to strengthen
libraries to ensure free access to media and information for all citizens. The Romanian equivalent is
represented by two large associations: The National Association of Librarians and Public Libraries in
Romania (ANBPR) - with more than 3000 members, mainly from public libraries, and the Romanian
Library Association (ABR) - with around 1800 members from different types of libraries, such as
university, school and specialised libraries.

Within their networks, libraries learn from each other. They make joint decisions and organise
themselves, but this does not have to exclude central structures for coordination. In this way, they
not only stabilise their identities, but also create resilience against inadequate influence and autocratic
encroachment.

* %%

In my remarks, | have described the options available to libraries in times of political change. This
requires their attention and a clear political stance in order to advocate for open and independent
access to knowledge and to preserve this knowledge. Organising themselves in networks should help
them resist social attacks.

Let me close withacomment that surprised me very much: During a job interview foranapprenticeship
as an assistant for libraries in Bayreuth in February 2024 a young student replied to the question about
her motivation to become a librarian with the following: “l want to do something meaningful for society
with my work, something that fulfills me.” | think this is true for many of us, but we should always be
aware of this as well.

| wish the Annual International Conference Libraries Knowledge and Information a great and lasting
success and wish for you all to receive many good suggestions at this conference and thank you for
your attention.
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Abstract: The significant increase in the costs of accessing scholarly resources as a result of what
many authors have termed the “oligopolization of the academic market” means that despite the
overabundance of scholarly resources and simplified access in the context of the digital revolution,
access to scholarly literature is severely restricted for financial reasons. In these circumstances, piracy
appears to be a weapon of the weak and a movement that tilts the balance towards individuals with less
access to academic resources. In the case of Romania, piracy is a practice to which many academics
have resorted, which has contributed significantly to improving the gap in access to scientific
literature in relation to the major Western academic centers. This article briefly outlines the process of
commoditization of scholarly publishing and examines the role of academic piracy in bridging the gap
in access to scholarly literature and the reasons why researchers resort to it.
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Introducere

In ultimele decenii, mediul academic international si cercetarea stiintificd au suferit o serie de
transformari profunde pe coordonatele filosofiei de business si a profitabilizarii. Profitul (in sensul
obtinerii si maximizarii) a devenit una din ratiunile fundamentale care structureazd si modeleaza
cercetarea stiintifica, piata editoriald si accesul la resurse documentare.! Cu variatii considerabile de
la un domeniu la altul, tot mai multe dintre publicatiile stiintifice de prestigiu au fost achizitionate
de granzi precum Elsevier sau Francis & Taylor, intr-un proces de consolidare a unor hegemonii cu
iz de monopol si de construire a unor mecanisme de extragere a unor profituri/rente consistente. In
plus, aceste mecanisme influenteaza masiv productia stiintifica si accesul si ascensiunea in mediul
academic. Subscriptiile platite de bibliotecile universitare si diferite institutii de cercetare au crescut
constant in ultimele decenii, in pofida reducerii costurilor de publicare In contextul revolutiei digitale,
ajungandu-se la situatii n care reprezentanti ai unor universitati prestigioase si dispunand de bugete

1.Adriana Stan, Cosmin Borza, ,Deetatization of Culture, Privatization of Politics. The Case of the Publishing Houses
in Postcommunist Romania”, Studia Politica. Romanian Political Science Review, nr. 3 (2020); Bogdan Vatavu,
.Making Sense of Bookster: A Commercial Rental Library and Public Libraries in Romanian Capitalist Realism”,
Revista Transilvania, nr. 9 (2023).


https://doi.org/10.51391/trva.2024.03.05

18]]|68

colosale, precum Harvard, sa protesteze denuntandu-le ca fiind prohibitive.?

Situatia este cu atat mai complicatd pe masura ce ne indepartam de marile centre universitare
mondiale, inspre universitétile si institutele de cercetare din periferia si semi-periferia global3. In cazul
Romaniei, daca pana la caderea regimului comunist accesul la literatura de specialitate era puternic
limitatin primul rand din considerente de ordin politic, geopolitic siideologic, in perioada postcomunista
accesul a fost limitat in primul rand de considerente de ordin financiar, logistic si tehnologic. Deplasarile
in strainatate, mai lungi sau mai scurte, au constituit pentru multi cercetatori oportunitati esentiale
de accesare a literaturii recente pe domeniile si subiectele studiate, povestile despre geamantanele
cu carti si copii xerox devenind o parte esentiald a folclorului universitar pana tarziu dupa anul 2000.
Racordarea Romaniei la transformarile digitale din ultimele decenii a facilitat o mai buna integrare pe
piata mondiald a cunoasterii si un proces de recuperare accelerata a accesului la resurse de specialitate,
n special dupa integrarea in Uniunea Europeana (2007) si dezvoltarea segmentului de cercetare in
directia achizitiei de catre bibliotecile universitare si central-universitare a unor abonamente la baze
de date prestigioase. Pe de alta parte Tnsa, asa cum Tmi propun sa demonstrez in aceasta lucrare, o
pondere fundamentala in ameliorarea decalajelor Tn privinta accesului la literatura de specialitate a
reprezentat-o si o reprezinta pirateria, cele mai cunoscute platforme de profil fiind LibGen si Sci-Hub.

Recursul la piraterie pentru a descarca articole si carti de specialitate a devenit un fenomen global,
intalnit atat In tarile foarte dezvoltate, cat si in tarile incadrabile dintr-o perspectiva Wallersteiniana
periferiei si semi-periferiei globale. Un articol® publicat in 2016 in revista Science, la 5 ani dupa aparitia
Sci-Hub, raspundea inca din titlu la intrebarea cine descarca articole piratate, raspunsul fiind: toata
lumea. Articolul prezinta date furnizate de Alexandra Elbakyan, creatoarea platformei Sci-Hub, valabile
la nivelul anului 2015. Dupa cum se poate observa si din graficele de mai jos, desi tari ca Iran, India
si China conduc detasat in topul descarcarilor, cu 2, 6 milioane, 3,4 si 4.4 milioane de descarcari, se
recurge la piraterie pe tot globul, inclusiv in statele cu centre universitare de prestigiu si cu biblioteci
renumite pentru cantitatea si calitatea resurselor puse la dispozitie utilizatorilor.

Dupa cum probeaza o cercetare realizata asupra comunitatii studentesti din Africa de Sud, motivele
invocate de cei care recurg la aceasta practica sunt cat se poate de pragmatice, chiar daca in unele
cazuri iImbraca un aer de fronda si tuse ideologice. Tinerii studenti si cercetatori au nevoie de articole
si carti pentru lucrarile lor si nu-si permit costurile de achizitie ale acestora. Acestia considera imoral ca
resursele necesare educarii sa fie la costuri prohibitive si ca lucrarile stiintifice care au fost realizate din
fonduri publice s3 fie comercializate la preturi exorbitante de catre entitati private.* in acelasi registru,
un text publicat de catre cercetatorul Georg Fischer subliniaza cresterea considerabild a pirateriei in
contextul restrictiilor impuse in perioada pandemiei Covid-19, cand foarte multi studenti si cercetatori
nu au mai avut acces la bibliotecile universitare. in 2020, conform autorului, imprumuturile bibliotecilor
universitare din Germania au avut parte de un declin de 25%. Faptul ca platforme precum Sci-Hub
sau LibGen ofera acces rapid, instant, la multe din publicatiile cautate, fara necesitatea logarii sau alte
proceduri specifice bazelor de date puse la dispozitie de biblioteci in virtutea abonamentelor platite
corporatiilor care le gestioneaza, a facut ca inclusiv In perioada post pandemica acestea sa fie foarte
utilizate.> Acest fenomen este descris de cercetatorii din domeniul organizational ca fiind o ,ilegalitate
utild”, prin aceasta intelegand ,diferitele practici, strategii si mecanisme care sunt ilegitime sau ilegale,
dar foarte necesare pentru a mentine o organizatie Tn functiune si a-i oferi flexibilitate in aplicarea
regulilor formale”.®

in lucrarea de fata imi propun sa explorez si s& analizez rolul pirateriei in muncile de cercetare ale
cercetatorilor din Romania, urmarind atat evaluarea ponderii acestei practici in procesul de obtinere a
resurselor necesare, cat si cartografierea motivelor principale care stau in spatele acestei actiuni. Pe
de alta parte, incerc sa evaluez rolul pirateriei si a unor platforme de profil in ameliorarea decalajului

2. Justin Norrie, ,Harvard: Journal subscription fees are prohibitive”, The Conversation, 24 Aprilie, 2012. https://
theconversation.com/harvard-journal-subscription-fees-are-prohibitive-6659.

3. John Bohannon, ,Who's downloading pirated papers? Everyone”, Science 352, nr. 6286 (29 Aprilie 2016). https://
www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.352.6285.508.

4. Laura Czerniewicz, ,Students practices in copyright culture: accessing learning resources”, Learning, Media and
Technology 42, nr. 2 (2017): 171-184.

5. Georg Fischer, ,Academic Piracy”, Strukturwandel Des Eigentums, 19 ianuarie 2022. https://sfb294-eigentum.
de/en/blog/academic-piracy/.

6. Fischer, ,Academic Piracy”.
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privind accesul la lucrari de specialitate siin dezvoltarea cercetarii in Romania in ultimele doua decenii.
Ipoteza de la care pornesc este ca, din perspectiva accesului la cunoastere si resurse de specialitate,
pirateria a jucat si joaca un rol mult mai mare decét accesul facilitat prin intermediul abonamentelor
la publicatii periodice si baze de date contractate de catre bibliotecile universitare si alte institutii,
precum si fata de achizitiile de carte strdind devenite posibile Tn contextul unor granturi sau burse,
nationale si internationale.

Trebuie sa mentionez din start ca lucrarea porneste de la experienta personala in ceea ce a insemnat
obtinerea unor articole si carti necesare in muncile de cercetare in care am fost implicat in ultimii 15 ani.
De la xeroxarea unor carti imprumutate sau copierea unor copii xerox, pana la achizitia de carte straina
in contextul diferitelor deplasari internationale si explozia accesului la resurse dupa 2010, in contextul
familiarizarii cu o serie de platforme care puneau la dispozitie articole si carti piratate, consider
experienta mea relevanta pentru peisajul academic autohton, cu atat mai mult cu cat accesul la resurse
a reprezentat un subiect constant discutat si disecat cu numerosi colegi de breasla din domenii foarte
variate si cu experiente similare.

In consecints, una din principalele metode utilizate n acest demers este autoetnografia. Spre
deosebire de etnografie, metoda fundamentalain cercetarea antropologica, ,autoetnografia se distinge
prin modul sdu de scriere explicit autoreferential, in care diferenta dintre participant si observator
este estompat3 si chiar ignorat3, iar textul produs se refera explicit la autor. In autoetnografie, exist
doud moduri de conceptualizare a etnografului/autorului: ca etnograf care scrie autobiografic sau
ca subiect etnografic care scrie etnografic despre cultura sa.”” O pondere importantd in economia
acestei lucrari o ocupa analiza literaturii secundare, pentru a facilita analiza cazului romanesc in
contextul mai larg global, urmarind istoricul presei academice si mai ales transformarile profunde
suferite de mediul universitar si presa academica dupa al doilea razboi mondial siin contextul revolutiei
digitale din ultimele decenii. Aceasta analiza a literaturii secundare urmareste si explicarea procesului
de transformarea a cercetarii si a mediului academic sub impactul unor ratiuni de business, care au
subordonat imperativului maximizarii profitului scopul traditional al cercetarii si diseminarii rezultatelor,
anume slujirea societétii si a interesului public. In completare, explorarea blogosferei, a unor forumuri
si platforme care vizeaza popularizarea cercetarii si dezbaterea unor chestiuni specifice muncii de
cercetare si mediului academic, furnizeaza numeroase materiale in care autori din mediul academic
sau jurnalisti si prezinta experientele si perspectivele privitoare la pirateria academica si ingreunarea
accesuluilaresurse de specialitate din cauza costurilor prohibitive. Nuin ultimul rand, pentru examinarea
cazului roméanesc am recurs la un chestionar pentru culegerea unor date necesare pentru a intelege
perspectivele cercetatorilor romani asupra pirateriei si a modurilor in care acestia resimt transformarea
din ultimele decenii a cercetarii intr-o veritabila industrie angrenata in logica financiarizarii si extragerii
de rente cat mai consistente.

Aparitia si evolutia periodicelor academice in epoca moderna

Pe 1anga transformarile de ordin politic, economic, social si cultural, nasterea lumii moderne a implicat
si o transformare profunda in planul organizarii cunoasterii, ducand la dezvoltarea din mitologie si
filosofie a stiintei ca efort continuu de intelegere si explicare a lumii si a oamenilor.?2 Termenul Stiinta
provine din latinescul Scientia, care insemna cunoastere, iar in secolele XVII-XVIIl ajunge sa insemne
cunoastere sistematica. Din secolul al XIX-lea, sensul devine tot mai restrans, vizdnd o cunoastere
verificabila, demonstrabild, o cunoastere generata de oamenii de stiinta si care se diferentiaza de
cunoasterea comuna, de zi cu zi® O parte importanta din acest proces de organizare a cunoasterii
si dezvoltare a stiintei moderne a reprezentat-o aparitia revistelor stiintifice. Primele doua reviste
stiintifice au aparut in acelasi an, in 1665, la diferenta de 60 de zile una de alta. Este vorba de Journal de
Scavans, aparut la Paris, la initiativa lui Jean Baptiste Colber, ministru de finante al regelui Ludovic al XIV-

7. Kathryn Besio, ,Autoethnography”, in International Encyclopedia of Human Geography, ed. Rob Kitchin, Nigel
Thrift, (Amsterdam: Elsevier, 2009), 240.

8. Giovanni Alliota et al., ,The history of science: defending epistemology with new technologies”, American
Journal of Nephrology 19, nr. 2 (1999): 340.

9. Asghar Ghasemi et al., ,Scientific Publishing in Biomedicine: A Brief History of Scientific Journals”, International
Journal of Endocrinology and Metabolism 21, nr.1(2023): 1.
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lea'® si Philosophical Transactions editat de Societatea Regala din Londra (Royal Society of London).
Aceste publicatii au fost fondate cu intentia de a contribui la dezvoltarea cunoasterii stiintifice prin
valorificarea rezultatelor colegilor din bransa si de a evita duplicarea rezultatelor, stabilind principiile
prioritatii stiintifice si al peer review-ului."

Pe de alta parte, aparitia acestor reviste are de-a face si cu efortul unora dintre societatile de cultura
si stiintifice de a face cunoasterea publica, in siajul unor miscari si transformari culturale declansate
de reforma religioasa si aparitia tiparului.” Avem de-a face cu o perioada a clasificarilor si ordonarilor,
a inventarii disciplinelor si a eforturilor de cartografiere a lumii si organizare sintetica a cunoasterii in
enciclopedii, biblioteci, muzee si alte institutii.”® Ideea c3 stiinta, cunoasterea si cultura trebuie puse
in slujba societatii se dezvolta in acest context si fundamenteaza pentru secole inclusiv modul de
functionare a publicatiilor stiintifice editate de diverse societati stiintifice si functionand multa vreme
intr-un regim filantropic in ceea ce priveste finantarea costurilor.

Pe de alta parte, oricat de ambitioasa si generoasa era viziunea unor astfel de societati, precum
Societatea Regald, care urmareau sa faca accesibila societatii Cunoasterea si Stiinta dincolo de membri
care participau la intalniri si dezbateri, circulatia revistelor/jurnalelor era destul de restransa, inclusiv
in randul oamenilor de stiintd." Evolutia tehnologiei, atat in privinta tiparului, cat si a mijloacelor de
transport si mai apoi comunicare, va extinde semnificativ impactul revistelor stiintifice si va contribui la
dezvoltarea si consolidarea statutului societatilor stiintifice, in stransa legatura cu dezvoltarea mediului
universitar si academic. Secolul al XIX-lea reprezinta o perioada de dezvoltare accelerata a stiintei si
implicit a publicatiilor periodice stiintifice, ajungandu-se la aproximativ 10 OO0 de astfel de periodice
la sfarsitul secolului, in conditiile in care secolul in cauza debuta cu aproximativ 100 de periodice
stiintifice existente Tn toata lumea.” Dupa o perioada de coexistenta cu alte mijloace de diseminare a
descoperirilor stiintifice si a rezultatelor cercetarilor din domeniu, precum corespondenta, monografiile
si tratatele, revistele stiintifice se impun la inceputul secolului al XX-lea ca fiind cele mai rapide si
convenabile mijloace, pentru ca in secolul al XX-lea sa-si consolideze pozitia, in special In stiintele
naturale si medicale.”®

Explorarea istoriei periodicelor stiintifice contribuie intr-o maniera decisiva la intelegerea modurilor in
care s-a profesionalizat stiinta si s-au dezvoltat o serie de practici stiintifice care au devenit dominante
in ultimele doua secole, deschizand in acelasi timp posibilitati generoase de chestionare a modurilor
in care s-a construit stiinta in sine si cum au contribuit periodicele stiintifice la crearea si mentinerea
comunitatilor stiintifice, la producerea si diseminarea cunoasterii stiintifice,” la specializarea continua
a muncii de cercetare si la delimitarea tot mai ferma de stiinta/cunoasterea populara.” Pe de alta parte,
evolutia periodicelor stiintifice este puternic influentata de evolutia capitalismului ca sistem economic
aflat in plina expansiune Tn ultimele trei secole, precum si de schimbarile de ordin politic si geopolitic.
in epoca victoriana, desi majoritatea periodicelor stiintifice erau initiate de societéti stiintifice, o
proportie considerabila dintre acestea au Inceput sa fie publicate de intreprinderi comerciale, acestea
dovedindu-se mai eficiente in difuzarea lor. ins3, chiar si in aceste conditii, pana la cel de-al doilea
razboi mondial, cele mai multe reviste stiintifice erau in continuare publicate de societati stiintifice.”

Boom-ul cercetérii si al periodicelor academice in epoca contemporana
Secolul al XX-lea si inceputul secolului al XXI-lea reprezinta o alta perioada de ample si complexe
transformari Tn ceea ce priveste cercetarea stiintifica si evolutia periodicelor stiintifice. Mobilizarea

10. Aileen Fyfe et al., A History of Scientifc Journals. Publishing at the Royal Society, 1665-2015 (Londra: UCL
Press, 2022), 19.

1. Vincent Lariviére et al., ,The Oligopoly of Academic Publishers in the Digital Era”, Plos One 10, nr. 6 (2015).
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0127502.

12. Peter Burke, O istorie social& a cunoasterii (lasi: Institutul European, 2004), 126-129.

13. Burke, O istorie sociald, 130-170.

14.Fyfe et al., A History of Scientifc Journals, 217.

15. Sally Shuttleworth si Berris Charnley, ,Science Periodicals in the Nineteenth and Twenty-First Centuries”, Notes
and Records, nr. 70, (2016): 297.

16. Lariviere et al., ,The Oligopoly of Academic Publishers”, 2

17. Shuttleworth & Charnley, ,Science Periodicals”, 298.

18. Lariviere et al., ,The Oligopoly of Academic Publishers”, 2

19. Ibid., 2.
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cercetarii stiintifice Tn contextul efortului de razboi a dus deopotriva la descoperiri spectaculoase puse
in slujba societatii si cresterii calitatii vietii, cat si la sustinerea masinariei de razboi si facilitarea unor
a mers in paralel cu dezvoltarea de arme chimice si biologice folosite in multe din conflictele militare
ale secolului al XX-lea, cu consecinte devastatoare asupra combatantilor si a populatiilor civile.2° Prin
urmare, nu au lipsit interogatiile de ordin etic despre rolul cercetarii stiintifice si responsabilitatea
morala a cercetatorilor si a mediului academic.

n contextul cresterii constante a mizei militare si politice in perioada R&zboiului Rece, cercetarea
stiintifica si implicit retelele de periodice aferente au cunoscut o crestere semnificativa a investitiilor
financiare facute in special de marile puteri.?! Stiinta si tehnologia capata un rol proeminent in conditiile
dezvoltarii societatii postindustriale In perioada postbelica, pe fondul unor descoperiri si transformari
radicale: bomba atomic3, dezvoltareain 1946 a primului computer (ENIAC), aparitia unei noi relatii intre
guvern si stiintd in SUA prin infiintarea Comisiei pentru Energie Atomica (AEC) si a Fundatiei Nationale
de Stiinte (NSF), dezvoltarea unor noi tehnici de analizd macroeconomici strans legate de politicile
publice si infiintarea in 1946 a Consiliului pentru Consultanta Economica, precum si in contextul unei
schimbari culturale profunde la nivelul societatilor, in directia unei noi orientari catre viitor bazata pe
credinta n posibilitatile de a controla schimbarile prin stiinta si tehnica.??

De afluenta de fonduri publice pentru cercetarea militara si civild in SUA, Europa si URSS au
beneficiat in anii 1950 si 1960 atat laboratoarele, cat si bibliotecile. Aceasta afluenta a dus nu numai la
cresterea volumului de cercetare publicat3, ci si la cresterea considerabila a publicatiilor si periodicelor
achizitionate de catre biblioteci pentru a le pune la dispozitia cercet&torilor si publicului. In acest
context are loc o altd schimbare majora, anume transformarea publicarii revistelor stiintifice intr-o
industrie, directie care avea sa devina dominanta in urmatoarele decenii, dupa cum evidentiaza o serie
de lucrari recente, care cartografiaza si analizeaza critic aceasta mutatie profunda si consecintele
multiple asupra cercetarii si mediului academic din prezent si din trecutul recent.?®

Reusitele remarcabile ale unorintreprinzatori privati — Pergamon Press si Elsevier —intrati in domeniul
editorial academic in acest context de afluenta financiara si dezvoltare a cercetarii, au contribuit
substantial la expansiunea unei piete internationale in limba engleza, dar au si perturbat semnificativ
contextul in care operau societatile stiintifice si institutiile universitare care dominau peisajul editorial
academic.?* Aceasta perturbare a implicat, in primul rand, o explozie a numarului de periodice stiintifice
nou aparute si implicit o presiune pe biblioteci s& faca abonamente la cat mai multe dintre acestea. In
lucrarea recentd (2023) dedicata istoriei jurnalelor academice pornind de la cazul britanic al Societatii
Regale, Aileen Fyfe et al., prezinta cazul Bibliotecii Muzeului Stiintei care la Tnceputul anilor saizeci
trebuia sa faca 700 de abonamente la reviste stiintifice noi in fiecare an, estimandu-se la aproximativ
30.000 numarul total al acestora. Conform estimarii facute de Derek de Solla Price in 1963, acestea
publicau aproximativ 6 milioane de articole pe an, cu o crestere de jumatate de milion a numarului de
articole in fiecare an, ceea ce evidentiaza o crestere cantitativa rapida si exponentiala.?®

Aceasta crestere masiva s-a datorat Tn primul rand companiilor private angrenate in domeniul

20. Friedrich Frischknecht, ,The history of biological warfare”, EMBO Reports, nr. 4, supliment 1 (2003). http://
www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1326439/; Stefan Ried|, ,Biological warfare and bioterrorism: a historical
review”, Baylor University Medical Center Proceedings, Dallas (Texas), vol. 17, nr. 4 (2004). https://pmc.ncbi.nim.nih.
gov/articles/PMC1200679/; Brian Palmer, Alex Spelling, ,Commemorating a forty year ban on biological warfare”,
UCL Mathematical & Physical Sciences, 31 martie, 2015. (http://www.ucl.ac.uk/mathematical-physical-sciences/
maps-news-publication/maps1521/ ); Josh Wilmoth, ,The Horrific Use of Chemical and Biological Weapons in
World War 1", Owlcation, 14 noiembrie, 2014. https://owlcation.com/humanities/The-Gruesome-Military-Tactics-
of-World-War-I.

21. Margaret W. Rossiter, ,Science and Public Policy since World War I, Osiris, vol. 1, nr. 1 (1985): 273-294. https://
doi.org/10.1086/368649.

22. Carolyn R. Miller, ,Learning from History. World War Il and the Culture of High Technology” Journal of Business
and Technical Communication, vol. 12, nr. 3 (1998): 294.

23. Fyfe et al., A History of Scientifc Journals, 475; Camila Guindalini et al, ,Taking scientific inventions to market:
Mapping the academic entrepreneurship ecosystem”, Technological Forecasting & Social Change 173 (2021);
Lariviere et al., ,The Oligopoly of Academic Publishers”; Martin Hagve, ,The money behind academic publishing”,
Tidsskriftet. Den Norske Legeforening, vol. 140, 17 august, 2020. https://doi.org/10.4045/tidsskr.20.0118.

24. Fyfe et al.,, A History of Scientifc Journals, 475.

25. Ibid., 476.
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editorial stiintific, care erau interesate de extragerea si maximizarea profitului din publicarea lucrarilor
stiintifice, producand o mutatie profunda in privinta raportarii fata de aceasta componenta a activitatii
stiintifice. Companiile private din domeniu, aflate in plina expansiune, deopotriva in directia acapararii
pietei editoriale existente, céat si in extinderea continua a ei, au introdus activitatea editoriald in logica
pietei si a profitabilitatii, punand presiune inclusiv pe editurile si periodicele universitare sau apartinand
de societati stiintifice sa intre Tn aceasta logica a rentabilitatii si profitului, subminand vechea paradigma
non profit, centratd pe ideea de bun public si misiune sociald a stiintei.?® In cuvintele Iui Paul Mason,
Jnainte, economistii au pus informatia in categoria «bun public»: de exemplu, costul stiintei era suportat
de societate — asa ca beneficiul era al tuturor. Dar, Tn anii 1960, economistii au inceput sa priveasca
informatia ca marfa. In 1962, Kenneth Arrow, un mare specialist in economia conventionals, a afirmat
ca Intr-o economie de piata, scopul inventiilor este sad creeze drepturi de proprietate intelectuala”.?”
Odata inceputa aceasta tranzitie catre comodificarea cunoasterii si a informatiei au urmat in timp
multe alte transformari ale mediului academic si al bibliotecilor.

Consecintele privatizarii pietei editoriale academice

in deceniile urméatoare, editurile comerciale isi consolideazd dominatia asupra pietei publicatiilor
stiintifice, carti si reviste stiintifice deopotriva, astfel ca, asa cum arata Carol Tenopir si Donald W.
King intr-un articol care examineaza piata editoriald stiintifica americana, la mijlocul anilor nouazeci
acestea ajung sa posede 40% din reviste, dintre care jumatate sunt incadrate stiintelor naturale/vietii
(life sciences) - medicina clinic3, biologie etc. - in timp ce societatile stiintifice/profesionale raman
cu aproximativ un sfert din reviste, care acopera in procente semnificative toate domeniile stiintifice,
mai putin stiintele sociale, cu doar 7% din publicatii, in comparatie cu stiintele fizice (chimia, fizica), cu
aproape jumatate din reviste. Conform aceluiasi studiu, editurile universitare si educationale aveau 16%
din publicatii, dintre care aproximativ 70% reprezentau domeniul stiintelor sociale. Alte edituri apartin
guvernului, laboratoarelor guvernamentale, ONG-urilor si unor companii private (Bell Laboratories),
nsumand aproximativ 20% din publicatii, dintre care 63% sunt reviste din domeniul stiintelor sociale,
publicate cu precidere de ONG-uri si organizatii guvernamentale. in comparatie situatia din anul 1977,
procentul revistelor stiintifice publicate de societati stiintifice si profesionale a scazut de la 39% la 23%,
iar procentul revistelor publicate de companii editoriale private a crescut de la 35% la 40%. Procentul
editurilor educationale a ramas aproximativ acelasi (16% in 1977 si 18% in 1995), in timp ce categoria
Laltor” edituri a crescut de la 8% la 21%.%8

Acestor date, Vincent Lariviere et al adauga datele prezentate intr-un raport al Comisiei Britanice
pentru Competitie, care arata ca intre anii 1994 si 1998, editura privata Elsevier a publicat 20% din
toate articolele indexate 1S1.2° Exemplul Elsevier este relevant pentru evidentierea unei alte dimensiuni
a acestui proces de privatizare a sectorului editorial stiintific, anume concentrarea tot mai multor
reviste academice in portofoliul unor companii editoriale devenite veritabile corporatii, in special dupa
intrarea Tn era digitald. Acest proces de oligopolizare a pietei editoriale academice® a fost prefatat
de criza economica a mediului editorial stiintific din anii optzeci, care a presupus 1n special cresterea
semnificativa a costurilor revistelor stiintifice, mult peste rata inflatiei si peste bugetele de achizitie ale
bibliotecilor, ceea ce a dus la intreruperea multor abonamente de catre aceste institutii pe parcursul
anilor nouazeci.*

Intr-un studiu publicat in 2021, Thomas Eger si Marc Scheufen avanseaza o radiografie cantitativa
referitoare la numarul de periodice academice existente, centralizand cifrele puse la dispozitie de mai
multe surse si evidentiind procesul de concentrare a pietei academice n protofoliul editorilor privati.
Astfel, pornind de la o cercetare cantitativa derulatd de Henk Moed, avanseaza ca numar aproximativ

26. Ibid., 476.
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Litera, 2020), 204.
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al tuturor publicatiilor periodice stiintifice trei seturi de cifre: 100.000, 87.000 si 73.000. in continuare,
prezinta datele statistice valabile la nivelul lunii august 2018 in Ulrich’s Web Directory, care listeaza
33.119 periodice Tn limba engleza active in sistem peer review, care publicd aproximativ 3 milioane
de articole pe an, la care se adauga 9.372 de periodice in alte limbi. in completare, prezinta datele
statistice cuprinse In Clarivate Analitics Journal Citation Reports, anume 11.655 periodice cu 2, 2
milioane de articole, la care se adauga 12 500 de periodice indexate in baza de date Web of Science
(WoS) la nivelul anului 2019. Aceeasi autori evidentiaza concentrarea in mainile a patru mari companii
(,the Big Five") — Elsevier, Springer, Wiley, Taylor & Francis si Sage — a mai mult de jumétate din piata
periodicelor academice.® In ultimii zece ani, numarul articolelor publicate a crescut cu aproximativ 4%
anual, baza de date Web of Science indexand pentru anul 2020 mai mult de 3,5 milioane de articole
publicate de aproximativ 5.500 de editori, peste 50% fiind publicate de top cinci edituri mentionate
mai sus.®

Dincolo de evidentierea dezvoltarii exponentiale a pietei academice in ultimele decenii, acest
articol si altele pe acest subiect pun in lumina un paradox care trebuie subliniat. llustrand cu referire
la mediul academic o trasatura fundamentala a ceea ce teoreticianul Mark Fisher a denumit realism
capitalist®*, denuntarea critica a unor transformari produse din ratiuni de ordin economic specifice
logicii capitaliste are loc intr-un cadru respectabil pus la dispozitie tocmai de pilonii sistemului descris
si denuntat. Desigur, reactia fata de aceste transformari si multiplele lor consecinte se manifesta pe
mai multe planuri siin multiple moduri. Alaturi de miscarea Open Acces pornita din randul cercetatorilor
si al librarilor si formalizata prin documente cu caracter manifest petitionar, precum Budapest Open
Access Initiative (Februarie 2002), Bethesda Statement on Open Access Publishing (lunie 2003) si
Berlin Declaration on Open Access to Knowledge in the Sciences and Humanities (Octombrie 2003)%°,
pirateria reprezinta o forma radicald de opozitie si contracarare a efectelor procesului de privatizare si
financiarizare a pietei editoriale academice.

Revenind la procesul de oligopolizare a pietei editoriale academice, un aspect esential care trebuie
evidentiat 1l reprezintd amploarea dezvoltarii in plan financiar-economic a acestei piete ca parte din
piata financiara globala. Acest aspect este documentat si evidentiat Tn mentionatul studiu publicat
de Vincent Lariviéere et al n 2015, de unde voi extrage cateva date in randurile urmatoare. Dezvoltarea
accelerata si consolidarea pietei editoriale academice private a dus la o crestere semnificativa a
profiturilor pentru companiile din domeniu. Urmarind evolutia profiturilor pentru Reed-Elsevier, cel mai
mare actor economic din domeniu, in perioada 1991 - 2013, autorii vorbesc de o crestere a profiturilor
de la 665 milioane de dolari la 1451 milioane de dolari, precum si o crestere a marjei profitului de la
17% la 26%. Chiar daca intre 1998 si 2003 marja de profit a scazut, profiturile au ramas relativ stabile.
Ulterior, profiturile absolute si marja de profit au crescut din nou, cu exceptia perioadei crizei financiare
(2008-2009), ajungandu-se la cresteri record de peste 2 miliarde de dolari in 2012 si 2013. Marja de
profit pentru divizia Stiinta, Tehnica si Medicina a companiei a fost chiar mai mare, fiind mereu peste
30% n perioada studiatd, cu cresteri exponentiale de la 30,6% la 38,9% intre 2006 si 2013. Marje de
profit similare au avut in 2012 si 2013 cei de la Springer Science + Business Media (35%), iar divizia John
Wiley & Sons’ Scientific, Technical, Medical and Scholarly au avut o marja de profit de 28,3%, in timp ce
Taylor & Francis au avut o marja de profit de 35,7%. Conform studiului mentionat, aceste cifre plasau la
nivelul anului 2013 companiile mentionate undeva la nivelul profitabilitatii raportate de giganti precum
Pfizer (42%), Banca pentru Comert si Industrie a Chinei (29%) si mult peste Hyundai Motors (10%), cele
mai profitabile companii din domeniul farmaceutic, bancar si auto din top 10 cele mai mari companii
conform topului Forbes pentru anii 2000. insumand venituri totale de peste 9,4 miliarde de dolari la
nivelul anului 2011, majoritatea realizate de cateva edituri, piata periodicelor academice intruneste in
viziunea autorilor conditiile pentru a fi catalogata drept una oligopolistica, in care cativa giganti precum
Elsevier, Springer, Taylor & Francis, Wiley - Blackwell si Wolters Kluwer determina cresterile anuale
pentru costurile subscriptiilor, ceea ce implica o crestere masiva a cheltuielilor in domeniul cercetarii si

32. Thomas Eger, Marc Scheufen, ,Economic perspectives on the future of academic publishing: Introduction to
the special issue”, Managerial and Decision Economics 42, nr. 8 (2021): 1922. https://doi.org/10.1002/mde.3454.
33. Carlos Zapata-Carratala et al, ,Against Parasite Publishers: Making Journals Free”, Basic Research Community

for Physics BRCP, (2022): 9. https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7212922.
34. Mark Fisher, Realism capitalist, traducere de Paul-Theodor Cristescu (Cluj-Napoca: Editura Tact, 2022).
35. Eger, Scheufen, ,Economic perspectives on the future of academic publishing”, 1923.
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pun bibliotecile in situatia de a fi nevoite sa renunte la multe abonamente.®

Caracterul oligopolistic al acestei piete este demonstrat si de faptul ca veniturile si marjele de profit
ale acestor giganti editoriali s-au consolidat sau chiar au crescut si in perioada urmatoare, in pofida
intensificarii reactiilor si miscarilor de denuntare a acestei situatii, atat dinspre cercetatori, cat si dinspre
biblioteci. Alte studii au prezentat cifre actualizate si au denuntat in termeni tot mai radicali sistemul creat
si efectele toxice asupra mediului academic, a cercetarii si a bibliotecilor, evidentiind controlul instaurat
pe mai multe planuri. Reprezentativ pentru radicalizarea discursului este raportul ,Against Parasite
Publishers: Making Journals Free”, publicat in format Open Acces in 2022 de o echipa de cercetatori din
mai multe domenii si dedicat Alexandrei Elbakyan si lui Aaron Swartz, doua nume sonore ale pirateriei
academice. Pe langa actualizarea cifrelor legate de veniturile si marja de profit a gigantilor editoriali deja
mentionati si a catorva noi, care au prosperat in ultimul deceniu — IEE, MDPI — raportul evidentiaza faptul
ca marjele de profit ale acestora sunt comparabile sau chiar mai mari cu cele ale unor companii precum
Apple, Google, Amazon® sau inclusiv Microsoft si Coca-Cola, dupa alte studii.®®

Un alt aspect esential evidentiat de acest raport complex si foarte amanuntit documentat vizeaza
generalizarea modelului de business propus de acest giganti, adica o transformare radicala si fundamentala
a domeniului academic si al cercetarii intr-o piata. Inclusiv editurile care se declara non-profit (70% dintre
editurile academice se declard non-profit), precum cum IEE, Oxford University Press sau American
Chemical Society, si care concentreaza aproximativ 20% din totalul periodicelor academice, s-au aliniat
treptat standardelor si practicilor impuse de editurile comerciale din domeniu. Din perspectiva autorilor
raportului, modelul lor pretins non-profit nu este doar Thseldtor, ci chiar mult mai profitabil si mai opac
decét cel al editurilor comerciale, in primul rand datoritd regimului special de taxare.®

Revolutia Digitala si piata editoriala academica

Revolutia digitala Tnceputa 1n anii optzeci si amplificata in deceniile urmatoare a fost privita deopotriva
cu speranta si ingrijorare dinspre mediul academic si dinspre biblioteci, ca o solutie miraculoass, atat
pentru problema depozitarii fizice a colectiilor de periodice, cat si in privinta cresterii accesului la
publicatii si a reducerii costurilor pentru achizitionarea acestora. in fond, prin impunerea formatului
electronic PDF care reproducea formatul tiparit al publicatiilor, costurile de productie scadeau
semnificativ, un exemplar putand fi accesat simultan si infinit - in termeni economici, costuri marginale
zero - iar costurile de transport dispareau pur si simplu. Aceasta ar fi trebuit sa determine o scadere
a costurilor pentru accesarea articolelor si pentru abonarea la colectii de periodice. Vocile sceptice
avertizau ca digitalizarea va inrautati situatia, facilitind concentrarea literaturii academice in mainile
catorva jucatori mari din piata editoriald deja dezvoltata si privatizata intr-un grad ridicat.° intr-o mare
masura, asa cum arata datele prezentate mai sus, scenariul al doilea pare sa se fi impus, reducerea
costurilor prin generalizarea formatului electronic fiind una din cauzele majore care au contribuit la
cresterea exponentiala a veniturilor si marjelor de profit incepand cu anii nouazeci.

Tn plus, oligopolizarea pietei editoriale academice a dat o forta fara precedent gigantilor din industrie,
permitandu-le sd impuna preturi discretionare*' si sé modeleze mediul academic, cercetarea siindustria
in functie de interesele lor. Forta lor de a influenta si modela piata editoriald academica n functie de
interesele lor de business, adica In directia prezervarii sau chiar cresterii marjelor de profit, se vede
inclusivin modul in care modelul Open Access este impus de cativa ani, atat la nivelul Uniunii Europene,*?
cat si la nivelul intern al statelor. Mai exact, povara costurilor se muta treptat dinspre abonamentele
platite de biblioteci, universitati, institute de cercetare sau utilizatori privati, Tnspre costurile de
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publicare acoperite in principal din granturi finantate din fonduri publice sau, cum am putut observa

n cazul bibliotecilor universitare din Germania In contextul unei vizite de documentare la bibliotecile

universitatilor din Bayreuth si Marburg, din bugetele alocate pentru achizitia de carte si abonamente
ale acestora. Cu alte cuvinte, se trece de la un model organizat pe principiul ,cititorul plateste”, la unul

n care ,autorul plateste” pentru a putea fi publicat, costurile (Article Processing Charges APC) fiind

extrem de ridicate.*® Aceasta tranzitie aflatd in plind desfasurare protejeaza sistemul rentelor grase
extrase de gigantii din industrie si poate fi privita ca o deturnare a filosofiei Open Access de catre
acestia. In plus, conform unor studii, acest sistem ii dezavantajeaza pe tinerii cercetatori si pe cei care
nu au la dispozitie granturi din care sa-si finanteze costurile publicarii in regim Open Access.*

Sistemul actual, asa cum este descris in raportul publicat in 2022 de Carlos Zapata-Carratala et al este
rezumat intr-un interviu de matematicianul Alexander Thomas, co-autor al acestui raport: ,Guvernul
finanteaza cercetarea, plateste salariile celor care asigura controlul calitatii si sfarseste prin a plati
pentru achizitionarea produsului rezultat”.*> Acelasi raport descrie influenta covarsitoare a gigantilor
din piata editoriald academica asupra vietii academice prin instrumentele de analiza dezvoltate de
aceste companii, precum Scopus, detinut de Elsevier sau Web of Science al Clarivate, care sunt
vandute universitatilor si agentiilor guvernamentale responsabile cu finantarea cercetarii. Fiind folosite
pentru decizii interne, precum angajarile sau promovarile, alegerea temelor de cercetare si eligibilitatea
pentru obtinerea unor finantari, contribuie la intarirea puterii si influentei unor entitati private din afara
mediului academic.*®

Tot mai multe voci din mediul academic si bibliotecar denunta acest control exercitat de aceste entitati
private interesate de maximizarea profitului si de consolidarea pozitiei lor, abordand Th mod special
chestiunea costurilor prohibitive practicate, ceea ce face inaccesibila literatura stiintifica pentru foarte
multi cercetdtori sau cetateni interesati. In sfera bibliotecilor, au fost si sunt in desfasurare mai multe
boicoturi, cel mai reprezentativ fiind cel la adresa Elsevier, generalizat la nivelul tuturor universitatilor
germane membre ale Consortiului DEAL* si din 2019 la nivelul universitatilor din California (SUA).4®

n contextul mentionatei mobilitati la bibliotecile universitare din Bayreuth si Marburg, am discutat
aceasta chestiune cureprezentantiaiinstitutiilor siamincercat sa aflu care au fost reactiile cercetatorilor
care in contextul boicotului au fost privati de accesul colectiilor puse la dispozitie de cel mai important
actor din piata editoriald academica. Spre surprinderea mea (sialor), nu au fost plangeri sau nemultumiri,
explicatia avansata fiind ca probabil acestia au gasit alte cai de a accesa articolele dorite, licite si ilicite.
lar prin aceasta atingem chestiunea pirateriei academice, puternic dezvoltata in ultimele doua decenii
si, In opinia mea, cu un rol fundamental in transformarea agendei Open Access dintr-o preocupare
relativ marginala si limitata preponderent la mediile bibliotecare si la cativa cercetatori, intr-o tema de
capatai pentru evolutia vietii academice.

Pirateria sau varianta radicala a miscarii Open Access

Cand vine vorba de pirateria academica, doua nume sonore ies degraba in prim-plan: Alexandra
Elbakyan, fondatoarea platformei Sci-Hub, haituita cu procese si amenzi si Aaron Swartz, care si-a luat
viatan 2013, la 26 de ani, avand in fata o condamnare la 50 de ani de detentie si 0 amenda de un milion
de dolari, pentru ca a incercat sa faca publice (gratuit) articole stiintifice din baza de date JSTOR,
folosind un calculator al MIT.*® Activitatea lor si activitatea unor colective care stau in spatele unor
platforme de pirateria academic3, precum Libgen.iu, se incadreaza intr-un trend mai larg generat de
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revolutia digitala din ultimele decenii. Descrisa in termenii unei rezistente in fata acapararii tehnologiei
si informatiei de catre entitati private interesate de maximizarea profitului, miscarea pentru surse
deschise, programe realizate in colaborare si libertatea informatiei are origini in anii optzeci ai secolului
trecut, luand avant in deceniile urmatoare, exemple relevante in acest sens fiind Wikipedia si Wikileaks.
Aceasta miscare are ca fundament o filosofie complexa care vizeaza dezvoltarea unei economii bazate
pe retele de informatie care sa creeze un nou tip de productie, dincolo de capitalism.*°

In privinta publicatiilor academice, viziunea nu este una nou3, izvoratd dintr-un radicalism politic
anticapitalist, ci mai degraba o recuperare si actualizare a credintei ca stiinta si cunoasterea sunt
bunuri publice si trebuie sa fie gratuite/accesibile cetatenilor, care a fost un fundament al mediului
academic si al presei academice secole la rand. Daca Tn mediul academic miscarea Open Access a
avut mai degraba un caracter petitionar, militant in sensul aducerii in atentia publica a consecintelor si
pericolelor aduse de procesul de privatizare masiva a cunoasterii, Tn medii mai radicale a dus la actiuni
concrete de subminare a sistemului dominant. Pe de o parte, s-au dezvoltat platforme si publicatii
Open Access care cauta sa concureze publicatiile hegemoniilor, dintre care cea mai faimoasa este
Plos, platforme care gazduiesc articole preprint sau fara peer-review (Arxiv.org) sau platforme care
centralizeaza periodicele in regim Open Access pentru a face mai usor accesul la ele (DOAJ - Directory
of Open Access Journals). Pe de alta parte, platforme precum Libgen sau Sci-Hub au produs brese si
prejudicii direct marilor companii care domina piata editoriala academica, facand accesibile gratuit
articole si carti asupra carora editurile academice aveau drepturi contractuale. Mai mult, in cazul Sci-
Hub, prin chiar interfata simpla si modul de functionare simplu si rapid, platforma a devenit foarte
atractiva inclusiv pentru multi utilizatori care au acces la publicatiile editurilor si bazelor de date 1n
virtutea unor abonamente institutionale.

In cazul LibGen, platforma cu o vechime mai mare decat Sci-Hub (lansat in 2011), merit4 evidentiate
originile Tn miscarea ilegald a samizdatului din perioada sovietica, o forma rudimentara de evitare
a cenzurii si circulare a informatiei in contextul unui control strict. In fond, LibGen se prezintd ca o
biblioteca digitala a carei colectii se imbogatesc deopotriva prin addugarea titlurilor disponibile gratuit,
cat si prin Incarcarea lor in platforma de catre diversi utilizatori. Popularitatea si relevanta acesteia
reiese nu numai din cresterea constanta a numarului de utilizatori si accesari, ci inclusiv din faptul ca
multi autori Tsi Tncarca singuri sau prin interpusi cartile tiparite la edituri de top dar disponibile contra
cost la preturi prohibitive pentru a le putea face accesibile cat mai multor cititori, fentand astfel regulile
rigide de contractare. Ambele platforme au contribuit semnificativ la cresterea accesului la cunoastere
in special In tarile mai putin dezvoltate si au pus o presiune masiva pe granzii din piata editoriala
academica sa faca pasi in directia implementarii accesului deschis, in special dupa ce eforturile de
blocare a pirateriei si de intimidare a ,piratilor” au esuat in mod repetat.

Cercetare si piraterie in Romania postcomunista

Am Tinceput studiile universitare Tn 2004 la Cluj, in domeniul istoriei, intr-o perioada in care Biblioteca
Centrala Universitara reprezenta principala sursa de acces pentru resursele necesare activitatilor de
invatare si cercetare. Pentru a ajunge la multe titluri era necesara consultarea cataloagelor traditionale,
abia prin perioada studiilor doctorale (2010-2013) procesul de digitalizare a dus la transpunerea in
catalogul online a majoritatii titlurilor si la posibilitatea de accesare In format electronic a unor colectii
de carte veche si periodice. Perioada studiilor de masterat (2008-2010), apoi doctorat (2010-2013)
si studii postdoctorale (2014-2015; 2015-2017), a implicat nu numai familiarizarea cu munca de
cercetare, ci si cu goana dupa literatura de specialitate, in special studii si carti in limbi straine produse
si/sau publicate in mediul academic occidental. Mai exact, este vorba de dezvoltarea unor strategii de
obtinere a unor publicatii recente sau a unor titluri de referinta care nu existau in biblioteca clujeana sau
nu erau traduse n limba romana si astfel nu erau disponibile n librarii.

O prima etapa a presupus obtinerea sub forma de Imprumut a unor copii xerox de la profesori sau
colegi care au avut acces la biblioteci sau librarii occidentale. O alta etapa a implicat accesul direct la
bibliotecile, librariile si anticariatele din Franta sau Germania, in contextul unor mobilitati de studiu in
perioada studiilor doctorale. In aceasta perioadd am putut consulta la s3lile de lectur3 ale unor biblioteci
din Strasbourg si Leipzig titluri despre care doar auzisem din alte carti sau de la diversi profesori,
precum si posibilitatea de a xeroxa si cumpara lucrari necesare pentru elaborarea tezei de doctorat si
pentru dezvoltarea mea ca istoric. Urmatoarea etapa a fost marcata de descoperirea unor platforme
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online (libgen.ru, Sci-Hub) si torrente de unde am putut descarca diverse carti si articole in regim de
piraterie, a unor biblioteci digitale (Biblioteca Bucurestilor) de unde am putut descarca in special lucrari
mai vechi, albume si reviste, precum si a unor platforme online unde autorii incarcau si puneau la liber
articolele si cartile lor (Academia.edu). Tot in aceasta etapa, intr-o masurd mult mai mica, am inceput
sa cumpar online unele titluri straine, In conditiile dezvoltarii comertului online si a scaderii treptate a
costurilor de livrare, vanand in special diverse oferte si reduceri. Nu in ultimul rand, dezvoltarea unor
platforme sociale precum Facebook mi-a facilitat posibilitatea de a intra in contact cu alti cercetatori
si astfel de a le solicita prin mesaje articole sau carti in format PDF scrise de ei sau la care aveau acces
in virtutea afilierii la institutii academice si de cercetare din strainatate. Tot prin intermediul acestei
platforme am intrat in contact cu grupuri online unde se semnalau diverse aparitii sau unde in urma
unei postari se puteau obtine In format PDF titluri dorite.

Daca in primele doua etape aveam de-a face cu o situatie de penurie de resurse din cauza accesului
limitat si prohibitiv, urmatoarea etap3, care are in centru evolutia mediului online si avansul digitalizarii,
a produs intr-un timp foarte scurt intrarea intr-o situatie de supraabundenta a resurselor disponibile. Ca
multi alti cercetatori, am ajuns sa stochez pe calculatorul propriu sute de carti si articole pe teme tot
mai variate, construind o veritabila biblioteca digitala Tn continua dezvoltare, imposibil de parcurs intr-o
viata de om. Dar cel mai important aspect al acestei transformari o reprezinta accesul fara precedent
la literatura de specialitate recenta facilitat, in primul rand, de platformele de piraterie, care a contribuit
masiv Tn privinta recuperarii decalajelor fata de centrele universitare occidentale siin privinta circulatiei
ideilor si teoriilor.

Pe de alta parte, dupa ce am inceput sa public la randul meu articole academice, intrand treptat in
sistemul publish or perish care guverneaza mediul academic actual, am fost in situatia de a publica in
conditii contractuale care implicau cedarea de catre mine a drepturilor de autor asupra textului publicat.
Ulterior m-am trezit in situatia de a nu putea face disponibil articolul, incarcandu-I in contul personal
de pe Academia.edy, fiind instiintat printr-un mail ca daca nu-I retrag urgent urmeaza sa fiu amendat.
M-am conformat si am distribuit pe alte cai articolul tuturor celor care mi I-au solicitat. Articolul
fusese redactat in contextul unui grant ERC din care am facut parte, munca mea fiind platita din bani
publici, conform paradigmei descrise in paginile anterioare si criticata de tot mai multe voci din mediul
academic. In fond, traseul si situatiile descrise sunt comune foarte multor cercetatori din Romania si
din alte tari aflate Tn conditia de periferie sau semi-periferie a sistemului academic global, dupa cum am
putut afla din multe conversatii sau din lectura unor forumuri si articole care investigheaza chestiunea
accesului la literatura de specialitate.

Pentru a extinde aceasta cercetare dincolo de experienta personala sau de cea mediata n moduri
descrise mai sus, am intocmit un chestionar pe care |-am distribuit prin intermediul contului de
Facebook Tn speranta de a obtine raspunsuri de la cat mai multi cercetatori din Romania angrenati in
activitati de cercetare in Romania sau in institute si universitati din strdintate. Iintrebarile, atat cele
care ofereau variante de raspuns, cat si cele care invitau respondentii sa elaboreze cateva randuri, au
urmarit sa cartografieze atéat profilele respondentilor (statut profesional/domeniu de activitate/afiliere
institutionald), cat si motivele pentru care recurg la piraterie si modul in care se raporteaza la aceasta
practica. In final au fost centralizate 85 de réspunsuri care ofera o perspectiva destul de clara asupra
accesului la literatura de specialitate si a rolului pirateriei in accesarea acestora. O proportie covarsitoare
pledeaza argumentat pentru importanta accesului gratuit sau cu costuri minime la resursele necesare
procesului de formare si muncilor de cercetare, facand distinctia intre etica si legalitate in chestiunea
pirateriei.

Din cei 85 de respondenti doar 14.1% afirma ca nu au recurs niciodata la piraterie pentru a-si putea
desfasura munca de cercetare (fig. 1). Dintre cei 86.9% care au raspuns ca folosesc pirateria in vederea
obtinerii resurselor necesare, 48.2% au recurs la aceasta solutie foarte des, 31.8% au recurs frecvent, iar
5.9% foarte rar. La prima vedere, raspunsurile pot fi privite deopotriva ca reflectand o criza a accesului
la resurse de specialitate, cat si a chestiunii proprietatii intelectuale. Dupa cum se poate observa in
paginile urmatoare, procesarea altor raspunsuri care vizeaza motivatiile respondentilor evidentiaza
complexitatea acestor crize, in special in privinta raportului dintre legalitate si etica.

Dintre cei 85 de respondenti, mai bine de jumatate desfasoara activitate de cercetare de pe pozitii
care reflecta o integrare in sistemul academic, fie pe pozitii didactice, fie pe pozitii de cercetare
(figura 2). Procentele rezultate au de-a face si cu o limitd a acestui chestionar, in sensul c3 a ajuns
mult mai usor la respondenti cu activitate institutionalizata, decat la studenti si masteranzi. Astfel c3,
exista probabilitatea ca procentul studentilor si masteranzilor care recurg la aceasta practica pentru a
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accesa literatura de specialitate necesara procesului de invatare si mai ales pentru redactarea lucrarilor
stiintifice sa fie mai mare. Pe de alta parte, atat din practica mea didactica, cat si din discutiile avute cu
alti colegi din Tnvatamantul universitar, site-uri precum LibGen sau Sci-Hub nu sunt foarte cunoscute in
randul studentilor si masteranzilor, iar interesul pentru literatura academica nu este foarte ridicat incat
sa necesite eforturi foarte mari de procurare a unor lucrari in plus fata de ceea ce primesc direct de la
profesorii si indrumatorii lor.

Ali recurs la piraterie pentru obtinerea unor articole sau carti necesare muncii de cercetare? | In prezent sunteti implicat in cercetare ca
85 responses 85 responses

@ Nu

48.2% @ Da, foarte rar
Da, frecvent

@ Da, foarte des

@ Student masterand

@ Doctorand
Cercetétor

@ Cadru didactic

@ Alta

4

18.8%

Figura 1. Figura 2

in privinta afilierii institutionale, mai bine de jumatate dintre respondenti (56%) deruleazs activitati de
cercetare in cadrul unor universitati din Romania si doar 14.1% la o universitate din strainatate (figura
3). Tot in strainatate, dar afiliati unui institut de cercetare, lucreaza alti 5.9% dintre respondenti, in total
fiind 20% dintre cei care activeaza in afara tarii. Afilierea institutionald la o universitate sau un institut
de cercetare din strainatate implica, de cele mai multe ori, acces institutional la colectii si baze de
date mult peste ceea ce pot asigura In momentul de fata bibliotecile universitare din Romania. Chiar
si asa, la o0 analiza a raspunsurilor celor aflati In aceasta categorie reiese ca 14 dintre cei 17 respondenti
au recurs si la piraterie pentru a avea acces la resursele cautate. Asta si pentru ca din cauza costurilor,
asa cum am evidentiat Tn paginile anterioare, inclusiv universitatile de top din multe tari occidentale nu
isi permit sa asigure abonamente la toate colectiile si bazele de date existente. Reprezentativ pentru
aceasta categorie este raspunsul urmator dat de un doctorand al unei universitati din strainatate: ,Atunci
cand abonamentele institutionale nu acopereau platformele unde gaseam articolele necesare, am fost
nevoit sa caut solutii alternative. Pot spune cu siguranta ca atata timp cat am fost student in tara nu as
fi putut face munca de cercetare fara apelul la piraterie, abonamentul institutional ma ajuta sa am acces
la foarte foarte putine dintre articolele pe care le cautam”. O alta categorie importanta de respondenti o
reprezinta cercetatorii fara afiliere institutionala si cei care desfasoara activitati de cercetare in muzee,
accesul acestora la literatura de specialitate fiind, in multe cazuri, chiar mai restrans decat al celor afiliati
la o universitate. Accesul este cu atat mai restrans pentru cei care locuiesc si lucreaza in orase lipsite de
biblioteci universitare, ceea ce face ca recursul la piraterie sau la colegi de breasla afiliati institutional sa
fie o practica curents. Intre respondentii acestui chestionar, 17.6% si-au declinat calitatea de cercetatori
independenti/fara afiliere, categorie in care intra, desigur, multi absolventi fara un loc de munca temporar.
La acestia se adauga 3.5% respondenti care lucreaza intr-un muzeu, ceea ce face ca procentul cumulat
al celor doua categorii sa fie de 21.1%, un procent deloc neglijabil.

Unde va desfasurati activitatea de cercetare? Accesati literatura de specialitate (carti si periodice) prin intermediul
85 responses 85 responses

intr-o universitate din Romania 48 (56.5%) Bibliotecii 52 (61.2%)

intr-o universitate din strainatate Abonamente individuale| 19 (22.4%)

intr-un institut de cercetare din
Roménia

intr-un institut de cercetare din
strainatate

18 (18.6%) Abonament institutionall
Piraterie prin intermediul platfor... 67 (78.8%)
Cu ajutorul cunoscutilor care a...
intr-un muzeu
. Platforme Open Access|
in calitate de cercetétor|

independent/fara afiliere fadaes)

Alta 7 (8.2%)

Figura 3 Figura 4

Un aspect extrem de important evidentiat de acest chestionar tine de locul si rolul bibliotecilor in acest
context, dupa cum se poate observa din figura nr 4. 61.2% dintre respondenti acceseaza resursele de
care au nevoie prin intermediul acestei institutii, un procent destul de mare, dar depasit de gradul de
utilizare al platformelor pentru piraterie (78.8%) si de platformele Open Access (65.9%). Recursul ridicat
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la piraterie, in cele mai multe cazuri, este complementar frecventarii bibliotecilor, accesarii platformelor
Open Access si accesarii colectiilor puse la dispozitie de bibliotecile universitare si institutiile la care
sunt afiliati. Pe de alta parte, daca avem in vedere faptul ca cele mai multe abonamente institutionale
la baze de date online sunt contractate prin intermediul bibliotecilor, gradul de utilizare a bibliotecii
creste semnificativ, chiar daca in multe cazuri se face de la distantd, ceea ce evidentiaza importanta
in continua crestere a dimensiunii digitale a acestor institutii. Nu in ultimul rand, o pondere importanta
(28.2%) o reprezinta recursul la cunoscuti care au abonamente institutionale sau individuale, respectiv
permise la biblioteci universitare, pentru a obtine lucrarile cautate, ceea ce arata importanta retelelor
si a grupurilor de pe diferite platforme sociale (de ex. Ask for PDF) in contextul avansului digitalizarii.
Dintr-o perspectiva stricta asupra legalitatii, aceasta reprezinta o altd modalitate ,frauduloasd” de a
accesa resurse de specialitate.

O prima concluzie majora in privinta accesului la resurse de specialitate vizeaza importanta
complementaritatii modurilor si surselor de accesare a acestora. in conditiile in care doar prin trecerea
la un format integral Open Access ar exista posibilitatea unui acces quasi total la tot ce inseamna
productia stiintifica actuala iar prin digitizarea arhivelor periodicelor si a diferitelor colectii de carti
accesul s-ar putea extinde masiv si spre resursele publicate la vremea lor in format tiparit, este de
inteles ca In prezent multi cercetatori sunt nevoiti sa recurga deopotriva la piraterie, abonamente
institutionale la baze de date, la cunoscuti cu astfel de abonamente si la platforme Open Access pentru
a putea obtine titlurile dorite. Am mentionat in cateva randuri ca in momentul de fata nici bibliotecile
celor mai importante universitati nu pot asigura acces la toate periodicele existente, din cauza
costurilor, insa trebuie mentionat ca nici platformele de piraterie nu pot asigura un acces total, ceea ce
releva si limitele, cel putin temporare, ale acestora. In acelasi timp, faptul ca de cativa ani avem de-a
face cu un efort de impunere a formatului Open Access, Insa Intr-o maniera care protejeaza principiul
extragerii de rente considerabile din fonduri publice de catre marii actori din industrie (prin plata pentru
publicarea in regim Open Access) poate fi privit ca o consecinta a dezvoltarii mijloacelor digitale de
piratare si a popularitatii acestei practici in randul cercetatorilor. Altfel spus, esecul controlarii si limitarii
acestui fenomen a determinat intr-o mare masura imbratisarea Intr-un format adaptat modelului de
business dominant a filosofiei Open Access.

Pirateria in perspectiva etica

Ultimele doua intrebari adresate celor care au acceptat invitatia de a raspunde la acest chestionar
vizeaza cartografierea motivelor pentru au recurs sau nu au recurs la piraterie si perspectiva acestora
asupra pirateriei si a accesului la literatura de specialitate. in privinta celor care nu au recurs la piraterie,
un singur respondent invoca motive de ordin etic —,nu am recurs din motive etice, nuam o parere buna
despre o0 asemenea procedurd” — restul afirmand ca nu au avut nevoie, fie pentru ca in domeniile lor
resursele necesare sunt disponibile intr-o proportie covarsitoare in format gratuit, fie pentru ca sursele
disponibile online, coroborate cu accesul prin intermediul abonamentelor individuale sau institutionale
le-au fost suficiente.

Tn cazul celor care au recurs la aceastd practica, motivul cel mai des invocat este cel al costurilor
ridicate pentru accesarea articolelor dorite sau achizitionarea cartilor, atat in cazul celor afiliati unor
institutii din Romania, cat si a celor afiliati unor universitati sau institute de cercetare din strainatate.
Un alt motiv important invocat de cei care activeaza in Romania vizeaza slaba dotare a bibliotecilor din
Romania si numarul redus de colectii disponibile prin abonamente institutionale. Un alt motiv invocat
n mod repetat este cel al accesului simplificat facilitat de platformele de profil (LibGen si Sci-Hub
sunt platformele cele mai cunoscute si mai utilizate), comparativ cu ceea ce presupune accesarea
resurselor prin intermediul abonamentelor institutionale. Mai precis, o calitate invocata in special cu
referire la Sci-Hub tine de faptul ca motorul de cautare aferent acestei platforme permite cautarea
simultana Tn mai toate bazele de date existente, pe cand prin intermediul bibliotecilor cautarea se
face in fiecare baza de date la care exista subscriptie, ceea ce necesita mult mai mult timp si efort de
cautare.

Jpe Sci Hub, materialele sunt adunate Tn acelasi loc, cu un singur motor de cautare”

.Pentru ca e mai simplu si convenabil, gasesc aproape toate resursele intr-un singur loc, nu trebuie sa navighez
prin diferite jurnale si baze de date, si le pot accesa de oriunde si de pe orice device.”
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+Am recurs la piraterie din numeroase motive: slaba aprovizionare a bibliotecilor romanesti cu bibliografie de
specialitate, accesul restrictionat la bazele de date de specialitate (chiar si cand biblioteca utilizata platea o
forma de abonament), cheltuielile ridicate ale cartilor de specialitate, usuratatea cu care pot fi identificate si
obtinute materialele piratate.”

,E cel mai usor si ieftin mod de a accesa literatura de specialitate. Chiar donez la z-library din cand in cand”

Acest motiv al accesului simplificat este invocat si de studentii si cercetatorii din alte arealuri geografice,
dupa cum evidentiaza cercetarea derulata de Laura Czerniewicz.> Nu lipsesc nici motivele de ordin
etic sau ideologic:

LUnu la mana, din considerente ideologice: consider ca toata cercetarea ar trebui sa fie publica, sa apartina
domeniului public si sa constituie bunuri publice aflate la dispozitia comunitatii. Doi: din ratiuni pragmatice,
in sensul ca e mult mai usor, rapid si eficient sa accesezi articole academice prin platforme de tipul sci-gen.”

n privinta perspectivei asupra pirateriei si a accesului la resurse de specialitate, dupad cum era de
asteptat prin prisma raspunsurilor anterioare deja prezentate si discutate, predomina o perspectiva
etica, chiar cu tuse de revolta in unele cazuri, fata de acest proces de comodificare a cunoasterii si
transformare a domeniului editorial academic intr-un business extrem de profitabil. ,Cunoasterea

trebuie sa fie liberd” este o sintagma folosita in cateva raspunsuri sau un principiu formulat in maniere
mai elaborate.

.Nu o consider imorala. Cred ca accesul la informatie ar trebui sa fie gratuit si nelimitat. Consider normal ca
o platforma sa incerce sa se autofinanteze, dar nu sunt de acord cu profitul creat pe aceasta baza sau cu
transformarea publicarii articolelor stiintifice intr-un business. Din perspectiva mea, cunostintele devin un bun
public odata produse.”

JPirateria este justificata moral in conditiile Tn care exista o industrie privata a cunoasterii comodificate.”

JLiteratura de specialitate trebuie sa fie complet, 100% gratuita. Pirateria umple un gol creat de corporate
greed si comodificarea criminala a cunoasterii.”

Daca unele raspunsuri sunt ancorate intr-o perspectiva principiald asupra cunoasterii vazuta ca bun
public, ceea ce face ca integrarea ei in logica profitului sa fie vazuta ca imorala si ddunatoare societatii,
altele invoca argumente de ordin practic si ancoreaza legitimitatea acestei practici in logica necesitatii.

.In cazurile in care nu avem acces la literatura este acceptabil. Sa platesti sute de dolari pe articole individuale
este mult mai absurd.”

JIn cazulin care resursele bibliografice necesare muncii de cercetare au pret prohibitiv, pirateria ramane solutia
la obtinerea rezultatelor obligatorii prin contractul de munca”

O alta categorie de raspunsuri construieste legitimitatea acestei practici pe argumente de ordin
economic, mai exact invocand faptul ca producerea cunoasterii este finantata din fonduri publice.

.Consider ca accesul la cunoastere ar trebui sa fie gratuit, dat fiind ca majoritatea studiilor sunt finantate din
bani publici. Daca nu as fi putut pirata carti, as fi citit mult mai putine carti si articole decat am citit.”

.cunoasterea, mai ales ca e adesea sustinuta din fonduri publice, nu se cuvine privatizata. downloadez de unde
apuc si uploadez de cate ori am ocazia la randul meu. Nici un dram de imoralitate n asta.”

.Rezultatele cercetarii stiintifice, cu atat mai mult a celei finantate din fonduri publice, ar trebui sa fie disponibile
gratuit ca bunuri publice.”

51. Czerniewicz, ,Students practices in copyright culture”, 182.
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Nu in ultimul rand, pirateria este descrisa ca fiind justificata prin prisma inegalitatilor de ordin global si a
conditiei periferice/semi-periferice a sistemului academic romanesc, fiind vazuta ca principalul mijloc
de ameliorare a decalajelor fata de sistemele academice din tarile mult mai dezvoltate economic.

JFara discutie pentru mine accesul la informatii si stiinta mi-I doresc a fi din ce in ce mai deschis si liber, militez
pentru asta in orice context. Inegalitatea de oportunitati intre universitati in functie de tara in care se afla nu
va putea fi diminuata decat atunci cand si accesul la informatii va fi democratizat.”

.Este foarte inegal si scump. Univ bogate isi permit, consolidand centrul de putere epistemica”

JPirateria salveaza cercetarea in Romania, dar nu e destul, pentru ca sunt accesibile pe platformele pirat doar
un numar mic de carti, de obicei in limba englez3, iar pentru anumite domenii colectii fundamentale lipsesc
complet chiar si de acolo. Dar fara libgen am fi la nivelul uneltelor de piatra.”

LEsentiald pentru desfasurarea cercetarii intr-un mediu closed gate library precum cel din Romania.”

Indiferent de tipul de argument invocat si de gradul de militantism anti ,corporate greed” asumat,
raspunsurile evidentiaza rolul major al pirateriei in ameliorarea decalajelor fata de mediile academice
occidentale in privinta accesului la cunoastere si a racordarii la teme de cercetare si abordari recente.
Esentiald in procesul de formare profesionald dar mai ales in construirea unor cariere academice n
Romania sau in strdinatate, pirateria este privita printr-o alta lentila etica decat cea a legalitatii, fiind
mai degraba descrisd ca o consecinta a unei injustitii si a capturarii pietei editoriale academice de
catre mediul de business. Pirateria este cel mai adesea descrisa ca o necesitate in contextul accesului
limitat de costurile prohibitive la un bun public, fiind o actiune care nu produce prejudicii societatii sau
celor care au produs cunoastere, ci unei parti terte care se insereaza intr-o maniera perturbatoare in
circuitul academic urmarind extragerea unor profituri consistente din munca altora. Paradoxul suprem
al acestei situatii 11 reprezinta cazurile cercetatorilor nevoiti sa-si pirateze propriile studii sau sa-si
uploadeze singuri pe platforme de profil (in special LibGen) pentru a le putea face disponibile cititorilor
interesati si pentru a putea astfel sa adune atat de necesarele citari in vederea cresterii vizibilitatii, a
cresterii indicelui Hirsch si astfel a obtinerii unor noi finantari pentru viitoare cercetari sau a avansului
profesional.

Concluzii

Asa cum reiese din aceasta cercetare, pirateria este deopotriva o consecinta a inegalitatilor sistemice
din mediul academic global si a concentrarii pietei editoriale in portofoliul catorva companii cu marje
de profit impresionante. Cresterea exponentiala a costurilor pentru accesarea resurselor de specialitate
in urma a ceea ce numerosi specialisti in stiintele informarii au denumit drept ,oligopolizarea pietei
academice” face ca in pofida supra abundentei de resurse stiintifice si a accesului simplificat masiv in
contextul revolutiei digitale, accesul la literatura de specialitate sa fie puternic restrans din considerente
de ordin financiar. In conditiile astea, pirateria apare ca o arma a celor slabi si o miscare cu puternice
tuse justitiare.

n cazul Romaniei, pirateria a reprezentat si reprezint3 o practic la care recurge tot mai multa lume
din mediul academic, in special noile generatii de cercetatori, mult mai bine alfabetizati digital si
racordati la trendurile globale. Desi chestionarul realizat in cadrul acestei cercetari a beneficiat de un
numar restrans de raspunsuri, coroborarea acestuia cu numeroasele discutii purtate n ultimul deceniu
cu cercetatori romani, cu urmarirea unor thread-uri de Facebook pe teme legate de accesul la literatura
de specialitate si cu monitorizarea unor grupuri online de facilitare a schimbului de resurse stiintifice,
releva popularitatea acestei practici si imposibilitatea de a face cercetare relevanta fara recursul la
procurarea ilicita a resurselor necesare.

Dincolo de necesitate si pozitionari de ordin etic sau ideologic, recursul la piraterie a crescut si crestein
continuare si din considerente ce tin de avantajele si eficienta platformelor de profil, cautarea resurselor
dorite fiind mult mai usoara si mai rapida decat prin accesarea directa a bazelor de date Tn baza unor
abonamente institutionale. Desi universitatile au investit tot mai mult in abonamente institutionale iar
de cativa ani este functional la nivel national programul Anelis Plus prin care se faciliteaza accesul la
costuri reduse la o serie de baze de date, pirateria reprezinta de multe ori o alternativa mult mai facila
si mai comoda. Prin aceasta, mediul academic din Romania este perfect sincronizata cu ceea ce se
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intdmpla la nivel global, atat in alte societati din periferia si semi-periferia globala, cat si din marile
centre universitare, dupa cum reflectda tot mai multe studii. Pirateria academica este un fenomen
global in crestere, care produce nu numai schimbari in privinta accesului la cunoastere, ci si in privinta
perspectivei asupra mediului academic si a pietei editoriale academice.

Principala concluzie rezultata in urma acestei cercetari este ca pirateria a jucat si joaca un rol
fundamental in ceea ce inseamna ameliorarea decalajelor in privinta accesului la cunoastere si
in racordarea la temele actuale dominante in marile centre universitare globale. Nu in ultimul rand,
pirateria pune presiune nu numai asupra gigantilor din piata editoriala academica, in sensul adoptarii
paradigmei Open Access, ci si asupra bibliotecilor in vederea sustinerii acestei paradigme. Pentru a-si
pastra relevanta in noul context digital, bibliotecile universitare si academice trebuie sa faca eforturi
sustinute pentru facilitarea accesului gratuit la cunoastere si pentru contracararea trendului inca
dominant de comodificare a cunoasterii. Cunoasterea trebuie sa redevina un bun public si trebuie sa
fie accesibila gratuit sau cu costuri suportabile pentru utilizatori.
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Abstract: This article treats a phenomenon that has become nearly impossible to stop due to the current
technological and informational advances: online piracy. It defines piracy and copyright, focusing on academic
piracy. The article examines the main potential causes, starting with an analysis of social context prior to the
first copyright law, exploring the economic factors that contributed to the rise of piracy. One of these factors
is the influence of monopolies within the book market that raised prices and made books hard to afford for the
lower classes. This situation created an opportunity for the first “pirates” to emerge, as they are known today.
Four specialized studies on piracy were examined: one study explored the reasons for software piracy in 2000,
while the other three investigated academic piracy in universities in Portugal (2013) and Denmark (2023; 2024).
The main goals of this article are to understand how widespread academic piracy is in Romanian universities
and to analyze the information-seeking behavior of Romanian students during their research process. Upon
the conclusion of the studly, it was found that a significant percentage (75.2%) of students are aware of at least
one of the piracy resources mentioned in the questionnaire, and 69.1% of the participants use the academic
databases provided by the universities. While most students believe that these resources are easy to find and
use, 29.6% responded that they are not sufficient for their research needs, and 44.3% indicated that they are
sometimes useful. Over a third of the students surveyed (35.2%) use pirated resources as their first option, and
many of them (58.7%) declared that they are unaware of the legal status of these pirate sites. In conclusion, the
students’ awareness about the ethics and legality of the research is questionable and one of the main reasons for
their use of pirating resources is the lack of legal options.
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Introducere

intelegerea unei probleme este primul pas citre gasirea unei solutii, iar tratarea unui simptom este
ineficienta fara tratarea cauzei lui. Din acest motiv am considerat necesara analizarea motivelor pentru
care studentii aleg sa pirateze in scop academic si resursele utilizate de acestia in procesul de piraterie.
Tn prima parte a acestui articol am definit conceptele de piraterie, piraterie academicd si drept de
autor, folosindu-ma de literatura de specialitate si de cadrul legislativ romanesc. Am continuat cu o
scurta prezentare a pirateriei din Romania pentru a evidentia transformarea pirateriei din ,necesitate” in
,obicei”. In a doua parte a acestui articol am analizat principalele motive ale ,piratilor”, folosindu-ma de
patru studii de specialitate. Toate trateaza problema pirateriei, trei din ele analizand pirateria academica
n randul studentilor din Portugalia (2013) si Danemarca (2023 si 2024). Am ales studiile respective
pentru a confirma ideile extrase din primul articol, existand nevoia confirmarii relevantei acestuia din
cauza lipsei de actualitate (articol publicat in 2000). Dupa analizarea literaturii de specialitate am
continuat cu prezentarea propriei cercetari, incepand cu prezentarea metodologiei. Prin acest articol
am dorit sa analizez modul in care studentii realizeaza o cercetare academica, concentrandu-ma

23


https://doi.org/10.51391/trva.2024.02.03. 


Transilvania 10 (2024)

24

asupra comportamentului informational al acestora. Am plecat de la ipoteza ca pirateria academica
este un fenomen Tn continuad dezvoltare, insa nu am gasit datele statistice necesare dovedirii acestei
afirmatii. Astfel, prin aceasta cercetare doresc sa analizez situatia actuala a pirateriei academice, chiar
daca rezultatele sunt limitate de numarul scazut de participanti la cercetarea cantitativa.

Am realizat aceastd analizd cu ajutorul unui chestionar adresat studentilor actuali (sau studentilor
care au absolvit recent) pentru a identifica popularitatea piratarii in scop academic si principalele
resurse ilegale utilizate in obtinerea documentelor dorite. Un alt obiectiv important este reprezentat
de Tntelegerea motivelor pentru care studentii aleg sa pirateze documentele necesare si nivelul de
constientizare al pericolelor la care sunt expusi si legile pe care le incalca. In ultima parte a acestei
lucrari am ales sa prezint cateva date statistice obtinute in urma analizei traficului organic din Romania
al resurselor ilegale mentionate in articol, prezentand apoi concluziile cercetarii.

Pirateria si dreptul de autor: definire si contextualizare
Pentru a prezenta situatia actualda am considerat necesara contextualizarea pirateriei, incercand
sa definesc un subiect complicat din punct de vedere etic. Pentru a pastra un anumit sens logic,
incep prin definirea unor termeni esentiali acestei cercetari: ,piratare” si ,drept de autor”. Conceptul
de ,piratare” este folosit informal pentru activitatea de piraterie digitald, mai exact pentru copierea
si distribuirea documentelor fara acordul autorului sau a detinatorului dreptului de autor'. ,Pirateria
academicd” este definita in literatura de specialitate drept distribuirea neautorizatd a documentelor
academice, iar descarcarea este consideratd o forma de distribuire chiar daca este in scop personal.?
Tn Romania, dreptul de autor este reglementat prin legea 8/1996, articolul 13, unde este mentionat
dreptul proprietarului de a interzice reproducerea, distribuirea (gratuita sau nu) si comunicarea publica
a operei. Reproducerea este descrisa ca realizarea si stocarea unei copii a documentului, indiferent de
mijloc sau forma. Astfel, este considerata o incalcare a dreptului de autor atat copierea si distribuirea
operei respective, cat si descarcarea unei versiuni digitale neoficiale de catre orice utilizator®. Desi
exista un cadru legislativ, consecintele legale ale pirateriei sunt aproape complet absente, aceasta
transformandu-se intr-un adevarat fenomen cultural. Trebuie remarcat faptul ca rata criminalitatii
digitale din Romania este una dintre cele mai mari la nivel global. Un studiu publicat in acest an plaseaza
Romania pe locul 6 intr-un top global al criminalitatii cibernetice*, insa pirateria nu a fost printre criteriile
analizate. Am prezentat aceasta statistica pentru a evidentia faptul ca exista o cultura a activitatilor
ilegale online in Romania, remarcandu-se faptul ca pirateria a devenit o activitate acceptata social®.
Pentru a contextualiza aceasta situatie am considerat necesara analizarea factorilor care au contribuit
la crearea unei culturi a pirateriei, iIncepand nca din perioada comunista. Din cauza restrictiilor impuse
de catre regimul politic din perioada respectiva calculatoarele nu erau accesibile din punct de vedere
economic pentru majoritatea persoanelor. Mai exact, pretul unui calculator romanesc (CoBra) in 1980
era de 35 000 lei In timp ce salariul mediu net era de aproximativ 2500 lei®. Astfel, o persoana cu
salariu mediu Intdmpina dificultati serioase in procesul de achizitionare legald a unui calculator, creand
contextul necesar dezvoltarii comertului ilegal’. Mai mult decat atat, persoanele interesate (in special
studentii) si construiau propriile calculatoare utilizand componente cumparate de pe aceastd ,piata

1. David Choi si Arturo Garcia-Perez, ,Online Piracy, Innovation, and Legitimate Business Models”, Technovation
27, nr. 4 (2007):168.

2. Lucasz Tomczyk, ,Evaluation of Digital Piracy by Youths”, Future Internet 13, nr. 1(2021): 11.

3.,Legea nr. 8/1996 privind dreptul de autor si drepturile conexe”, in Monitorul Oficial, Partea | nr. 489 din 14 iunie
2018.

4. Miranda Bruce et al, ,Mapping the Global Geography of Cybercrime with the World Cybercrime Index”, PLoS
ONE 19, nr. 4 (2024): 8.

5. Ciprian Marcel-Pop, Andreea—loana Romonti-Maniu, Monica-Maria Zaharie, ,Opportunistic Consumer Behaviour
in the Context of Digital Piracy,” (paper presented at Management International Conference, Venice, Italy, May 24-
27,2017). 526.

6. Institutul National de Statisticd, Earnings since 1938 — annual series, accesat In 30 octombrie 2024.
https://insse.ro/cms/en/content/earnings-1938-annual-series-0.
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technoculture in postsocialist Romania”, Catalyst: Feminism, Theory, Technoscience 6, no. 2 (2020): 11.
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necesare Tn cantitdti mari direct in caminele studentesti®. Bineinteles, prin piata se puteau achizitiona
si produse media interzise de catre regimul comunist: filme, muzica, carti. Avand in vedere contextul
politic, incalcarea drepturilor de autor era cea mai mica problema pentru persoanele care achizitionau
ilegal obiecte interzise.

Aceasta situatie nu a fost rezolvata dupa schimbarea regimului politic, existand Tnca o cerere pentru
produsele ,piratate” din cauza instabilitatii economice. Mai mult decat atat, pirateria era normalizats,
rata de piratare a softurilor fiind de 86% in 1996°. Introducerea cadrului legislativimpreuna cu schimbarile
socio-economice a contribuit semnificativ la scaderea constanta a ratei de piratare. Un eveniment care
a evidentiat existenta unei culturi a pirateriei in Romania a fost Intalnirea din 2007 dintre Bill Gates
si presedintele Romaniei din acea perioada, Traian Basescu. Acesta a mentionat impactul pirateriei
asupra dezvoltarii digitale a Romaniei, spunand ca ,pirateria a ajutat generatia tanara sa descopere
computerele, sa lanseze dezvoltarea industriei IT si i-a ajutat pe romani sa-si dezvolte capacitatea
creativa™®.

Conform literaturii de specialitate analizate pentru identificarea motivatiilor persoanelor implicate
in obtinerea ilegala a produselor media, unul dintre principalii factori este cel economic. Mai exact,
absenta posibilitatilor materiale pentru accesarea legala a continutului dorit, insa exista un alt eveniment
in care a fost implicat fostul presedinte al Romaniei, Traian Bisescu. In 2009, in timpul unui interviu
realizat In interiorul avionului Companiei Romane de Aviatie ,Romavia” se poate observa faptul ca
filmul urmarit de catre presedintele Romaniei este subtitrat neoficial de o persoana cu pseudonimul
veverita_bc”. Ulterior, presedintele general ,Romavia” a confirmat incalcarea drepturilor de autor™. in
mod evident, motivatiile clasice ale pirateriei nu sunt aplicabile Tn acest caz, singura explicatie fiind
faptul caincalcarea drepturilor de autor este un fenomen atat de inradacinat in cultura romaneasca din
acea perioada Incat este practicat pana si de Presedintele Romaniei.

Analiza motivatiilor ,piratilor” prin intermediul literaturii de specialitate
Conform lui Bryan Husted care analiza in 2000 un subiect similar (pirateria de software), exista
3 factori care contribuie semnificativ la decizia utilizatorilor de a pirata. Din ipotezele formulate de
acesta la inceputul cercetarii, au fost considerate corecte trei, toate reprezentand probleme sociale.
Primul factor care contribuie la alegerea pirateriei este situatia financiara a societatii sau comunitatii
respective: cu cat este mai scazut standardul de viata cu atat este mai probabil ca o persoana sa
aleaga optiunea pirateriei, din motive evidente. Un alt factor este similar: inegalitatea veniturilor
intr-o societate, preturile nefiind accesibile pentru toate categoriile sociale. Ultimul factor este
Jndividualismul” utilizatorului si indepartarea de colectivitate, acest lucru fiind deseori asociat cu
dezechilibrul financiar si nivelul scazut al standardului de viata™. Desi cercetarea realizatd de Bryan
Husted este intr-un domeniu diferit (piratare de software, nu academica) si realizatd in anul 2000,
concluziile sale sunt sustinute de alte cercetari din acest domeniu. Mai exact, o cercetare realizata in
2013 de catre o echipa de cercetatori ai Universitatii din Lisabona prezinta o motivatie similara pentru
piratarea academica: lipsurile financiare ale studentilor si situatia economica a comunitatii de care
apartin acestia. Mai exact, 87.5% din persoanele care au participat la studiul acesta au declarat ca
participa la copierea, distribuirea sau folosirea cartilor copiate neoficial din cauza preturilor ridicate™.
Un studiu realizat In 2024 de catre Epinion analizeaza modul in care obtin studentii cartile necesare
cursurilor la care participa. Din totalitatea participantilor la studiu, 84% utilizeaza manualele In format

8. Andrada Fiscutean, ,Hacking the Iron Curtain: From Smuggling Computer Parts to Owning” (keynote
presentation, PyData Conference, Berlin, August 1, 2018), https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5bJHUvVQ_xGM.
9., The Mix of Poverty and Piracy That Turned Romania into Europe’s Software Development Powerhouse”, ZDNet,
accesat in 30 octombrie 2024, https://www.zdnet.com/article/the-mix-of-poverty-and-piracy-that-turned-
romania-into-europes-software-development-powerhouse/.

10. ,Romania and Microsoft Sign Agreement to Boost IT Sector,” Reuters, 1 februarie 2007, https://www.reuters.

com[article[us romania-microsoft-idUS1 0186472620070201/.

,,Presedlntele Basescu se U|ta la fllme plratate in_Air Force One ,_Real:tatea 18 N0|embr|e 013‘ https //
f

one 5dcc91a4406af852730a24f1

12. Bryan W. Husted, ,A Contingency Theory of Corporate Social Performance”, Journal of Business Ethics 26, nr.
3(2000): 11.

13._Pedro Dionisio, Carmo Leal, Hélia Pereira, and Maria Fatima Salgueiro, ,Piracy Among Undergraduate and
Graduate Students”, Journal of Marketing Education_35, Nr. 2 (2013): 5.
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digital, 51% dintre acestia au obtinut in mod ilegal cel putin unul dintre manuale si 70% considera
ca este normala utilizarea manualelor digitale impreuna cu prietenii si colegii care au nevoie de ele,
desi stiu ca acest lucru este ilegal™. O cercetare similara realizatd de aceeasi companie in 2023
arata ca studentii sunt dispusi sa renunte la piraterie daca preturile manualelor vor scadea suficient
(afirmatie sustinuta de 49% din respondenti) sau dac3 vor avea acces la materialele necesare cercetarii
academice prin intermediul bibliotecii universitare (afirmatie sustinutd de 41% din respondenti)®.
Aceste informatii sunt sustinute de catre studiul realizat de catre Uniunea Europeana despre modul
in care este perceputa proprietatea intelectuald de catre utilizatorii romani ai internetului. Mai exact,
majoritatea (86%) persoanelor care au participat la acest studiu au declarat c3 au accesat, descarcat
sau vizualizat continut obtinut intentionat ilegal in ultimul an. Dintre acestia, 82% au declarat ca prefera
sa acceseze legal continutul dorit daca este accesibil si 55% au declarat ca accesibilitatea legala este
principalul motiv pentru a evita pirateria™.

Metodologia cercetarii

Pentru realizarea acestei cercetari am utilizat o metoda cantitativa, bazata pe aplicarea unui chestionar
cu rolul de a analiza utilizarea bazelor de date academice si pirateria academica in randul studentilor
romani. Chestionarul a fost distribuit pe retele de socializare (grupurile studentesti de pe Facebook
si Reddit), iar respondentii au fost studenti actuali sau absolventi recenti (1-2 ani) ai universitatilor
din Romania, asigurand astfel relevanta si actualitatea datelor. Chestionarul a fost complet anonim,
protejand identitatea si confidentialitatea participantilor pentru a asigura onestitatea si deschiderea
raspunsurilor, reducand potentiala frica de consecinte legale pentru utilizarea resurselor de piraterie
academica. Din acest motiv am considerat necesara evitarea intrebarilor care pot contribui la
identificarea studentilor care au participat la acest studiu, deci nu sunt cunoscute universitatile unde
studiaza acestia sau domeniile de studiu. Chestionarul a inclus intrebari demografice pentru a crea un
profil al respondentului (varsta, studii actuale, domeniul de studiu), doua intrebari cu raspuns liber si
un set de 11 intrebari inchise, in care respondentii trebuiau s& aleaga din optiunile oferite. Intrebarile
cu raspuns liber au fost necesare pentru obtinerea unor raspunsuri relevante, iar intrebarile inchise au
facilitat analiza statistica si compararea raspunsurilor. Pentru a maximiza rata de raspuns, chestionarul
a fost intentionat scurt, estiménd completarea lui intre 1 si 2 minute. Aceasta abordare se bazeaza pe
faptul ca majoritatea respondentilor, din experienta cercetarilor realizate in trecut, evita participarea
la studii care necesita un timp extins pentru completare. intrebarile au fost realizate pentru a obtine
informatii despre cum cauta studentii documentele necesare pentru cercetare, despre utilizarea
bazelor de date academice la care au acces cu contul institutional (si opinia lor despre cat de usor de
accesat si de folosit sunt acestea), despre platformele de piraterie academica pe care le cunosc sau
folosesc si despre statutul legal al acestora.

Tn privinta bazelor de date academice la care au acces studentii prin intermediul contului institutional,
mentionez faptul ca acestea sunt accesate prin intermediul asociatiei Anelis Plus care are drept obiectiv
asigurarea accesului mobil atat la publicatii si baze de date internationale, cat si la documentele din
depozitul national”. Unul dintre principalele beneficii ale acestei initiative este crearea unui sistem
centralizat pentru informarea si documentarea stiintifica, majoritatea universitatilor din Romania
beneficiind de aceste resurse. Astfel, orice student poate accesa aceasta baza de date utilizadnd adresa
sa institutionald, avand acces la documentele necesare realizarii unei cercetdri academice. Inainte de
implementarea acestei initiative procesul de documentare academica era dependent de posibilitatile
materiale ale cercetatorului sau a institutiei de care apartinea, bibliotecile universitare avand fonduri
insuficiente pentru achizitionarea constanta a publicatiilor necesare, pirateria devenind o resursa
esentiala.

Astfel, studentii au acces la principalele resurse online utilizate in cadrul universitatilor din Romania si
prin aceasta cercetare analizez modul in care existenta acestei platforme afecteaza comportamentul
informational al studentilor. Mai exact, urmaresc identificarea ordinii in care sunt accesate resursele
utilizate de catre studenti pentru obtinerea documentelor de care au nevoie. De asemenea, urmaresc

14. Epinion, ,Studerendes anskaffelse af studiebgger” [,Student Acquisition of Textbooks"] (2024)

15._Epinion, ,Studerendes anskaffelse af studiebager” [,Student Acquisition of Textbooks"] (2023).

16. European Union Intellectual Property Office, ,European Citizens and Intellectual Property: Perception,
Awareness, and Behaviour” (2023).

17. Despre ANELIS. accesat in 30 octombrie 2024, https://anelis-plus.ro/despre-anelis/.
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confirmarea informatiilor mentionate in literatura de specialitate prin compararea cu rezultatele acestei
cercetari. Mai exact, conform rapoartelor anuale ale Oficiului Uniunii Europene pentru Proprietate
Intelectuald, majoritatea romanilor prefera sa acceseze legal resursele de care au nevoie. Bineinteles,
aceasta statistica este despre pirateria produselor media, nu doar a documentelor academice, insa
ar trebui sa existe o legatura intre aceste statistici. Desi cercetarea este limitata de numarul redus al
participantilor (230) si de numarul redus de intrebari, datele obtinute sunt relevante pentru cuantificarea
situatiei actuale a pirateriei academice in randul studentilor din Romania.

Analizand datele demografice, amremarcat o majoritate feminina (72,7%), comparativa cu minoritatea
masculing (23.5%), restul respondentilor preferand sa nu raspundd (sau alegand optiunea ,altul”). Tn
ceea ce priveste varsta, majoritatea respondentilor se situeaza in intervalul 18-24 de ani, cu 72,6%,
urmat de grupa 25-29 de ani cu 14,8%. Celelalte categorii de varsta sunt subreprezentate: 30-39 ani —
5,7%, 40-49 ani — 6,5%, si 50-59 ani — 0,4%. Din punct de vedere educational, majoritatea studentilor
care au participat la acest studiu au finalizat studiile liceale, reprezentand 45,7% din respondenti. Studii
universitare de licenta au fost absolvite de 34,3%, iar 20% au finalizat un program de masterat. Dintre
acestia, 52.6% urmeaza in prezent studii de licenta, 34.3% sunt masteranzi si 13% doctoranzi.

Domeniul de studiu preponderent este cel al stiintelor sociale si umane, cu 69,6%, din respondenti
urmat de STEM cu 23%, iar restul de 7,4% nu au raspuns la aceasta intrebare (sau au avut un rdspuns
invalid)'®. Asa cum am mentionat anterior, am evitat intrebarile care ar putea identifica respondentii,
|asand aceasta intrebare deschisa. Din aceste motive, am primit 223 de raspunsuri de la 231 de studenti.
Majoritatea raspunsurilor nu se incadrau intr-o singura categorie, fiind mentionate diferite (de exemplu:
8 persoane studiaza ,Filologie”, 3 ,Filo”, 5 Litere”, 2 ,SID", 2 ,Biblioteconomie” etc). Din acest motiv am
considerat necesara gruparea raspunsurilor in cele doua categorii mentionate anterior, acestea fiind
relevante pentru comportamentul informational al respondentilor.

n concluzie, majoritatea respondentilor sunt de sex feminin, absolvente de studii liceale si studente
in prezent in stiinte sociale si umaniste.

Rezultatele cercetarii

Tn urma analizarii raspunsurilor primite in urma realizarii cercetarii, am observat c3 utilizarea resurselor
ilegale pentru obtinerea documentelor academice este o practica relativ raspandita in randul studentilor
din Romania, confirmand ipoteza initiala. Conform datelor colectate, 67.4% dintre respondenti cunosc
platformele de piratare academica pe care le-am oferit drept exemplu: Sci-Hub, Library Genesis (libgen)
si Anna’s Archive. Restul respondentilor, 28.7% nu erau constienti de existenta acestor platforme, iar
3.9% au preferat sa nu raspunda la aceasta intrebare. Trebuie mentionat faptul ca aceasta statistica
a fost partial invalidata de catre raspunsurile primite la o Intrebare ulterioara: 17.8% din respondenti
cunosteau cele trei platforme mentionate, 32.6% cunosteau doua dintre ele, iar 24.8% stiau una singura.
Tn total, 75.2% cunosteau cel putin una dintre platformele mentionate anterior, 24.8% nestiind vreuna
dintre ele.

Tn concluzie, exista o diferenta de 7.8% (respondentii care au recunoscut cel putin o platforma
de piraterie din cele mentionate anterior) si de 3.9% (cei care au declarat c3 nu stiu platformele de
piraterie mentionate) intre datele statistice obtinute in urma analizarii raspunsurilor la aceste intrebari.
Primul procentaj poate sa fie explicat de faptul ca o parte din respondentii care nu au recunoscut toate
platformele nu au raspuns pozitiv la prima intrebare, iar al doilea procentaj coincide cu procentajul
persoanelor care au refuzat sa raspunda la prima intrebare. O intrebare ulterioara a clarificat situatia
celor respondentilor care au declarat ca nu cunosc site-urile de piratare: 10.4% din participantii la acest
studiu utilizeaza Tn principal resurse tiparite, deci din totalitatea studentilor care realizeaza cercetari
academice online doar 14.4% nu cunosteau platformele respective. Bineinteles, exista posibilitatea ca
un respondent sa utilizeze, in principal, resurse tiparite si sa fie constient de existenta site-urilor de
piraterie mentionate.

Prin aceste intrebari am cuantificat utilizarea resurselor ilegale in randul studentilor din Romania, iar
restul intrebarilor au fost utilizate pentru intelegerea motivelor pentru care studentii aleg sa pirateze

18._Am ales sa impart domeniile de studii intr-un mod simplist. Mai exact: Psihologie — 47; Filologie — 48;
Management — 16; Economie — 14, Inginerie — 11; Marketing— 10; Medicina — 9; Pedagogie — 9; Sociologie — 7;
Geografie — 7; Asistenta sociala — 7; Drept — 6; IT — 6; Agricultura — 4; Jurnalism — 3; Stiinte sociale — 3; Chimie —2;
Istorie — 2; Stiinte politice — 2.
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documentele necesare cercetarii lor. Am ales sa pun 5 intrebari despre bazele de date academice la
care au acces datorita conturilor institutionale cu scopul de a identifica cat de utilizate sunt acestea
de catre studenti, ce opinii au despre ele si daca acestea sunt primele resurse accesate in procesul de
cdutare a documentelor necesare. Am aflat ca 51.3% din respondenti acceseaza si utilizeaza bazele de
date mentionate anterior, 30.9% nu le folosesc deloc, iar 17.8% le folosesc ,uneori”. Cu toate acestea,
doar 26.1% considera ca aceste baze de date sunt suficiente pentru cercetarea lor, in timp ce 29.6%
considera ca sunt insuficiente, iar 44.3% spun ca sunt uneori suficiente.

Trebuie remarcat faptul ca 69.1% din totalitatea participantilor la studiu au declarat ca utilizeaza
constant sau uneori bazele de date academice la care au acces cu contul institutional, dar 70.1%
considerd c# resursele respective sunt suficiente (sau uneori suficiente). In acelasi timp, asa cum
am mentionat anterior, 10.4% din participantii la acest studiu utilizeaza in principal resurse tiparite
deci nu au contact constant cu resursele in cauza. Pentru a pune in context, 53.05% au considerat ca
platformele institutionale sunt relativ usor de accesat (1-4). La aceasta intrebare participantii la studiu
au avut de ales variante de la 1 (foarte usor) la 10 (foarte greu), 15.65% dintre acestia avand o parere
neutrd despre acest subiect (,nici usor, nici greu”, dificultate 5/10) si 31.3% au intdmpinat un anumit
nivel de dificultate (6-10)™.

Urmatoarea intrebare a fost despre cat de usor de utilizat considera studentii participanti la studiu ca
sunt bazele de date academice pe care le acceseaza prin intermediul contului institutional garantat de
catre universitatea de care apartin. La fel ca in cazul intrebarii anterioare, respondentii au avut de ales un
raspuns pe o scala de la 1 (foarte usor) la 10 (foarte greu), 55.22% dintre studenti au considerat ca bazele
de date academice sunt usor de utilizat (1-4), 16.09% au evaluat accesibilitatea acestora ca fiind medie
(5), iar 28.7% au considerat ca sunt greu de utilizat (6-10)%. Majoritatea studentilor (83%) utilizeaza alte
resurse pentru cercetare, in afara de cele oferite de universitate, in timp ce 13.9% nu folosesc alte resurse si
iar 3% au preferat sa nu raspunda. Referitor la resursele alternative folosite, In urma uneiintrebari deschise
am aflat cd majoritatea respondentilor (56.52%) au declarat ca nu folosesc alte resurse similare cu site-
urile de piraterie mentionate in chestionar. in rest, 3.91% au mentionat Z-Library, 2.61% Scribd, 2.61%
ResearchGate si 2.17% Enformation (si alte site-uri sau platforme). Aceste raspunsuri, cu exceptia celor
care au raspuns ,Z-Library”, arata ca exista o anumita lipsa de informatii despre resursele mentionate
pentru ca intrebasem despre resurse similare cu Sci-Hub, Library Genesis si Anna's Archive, iar cele
mentionate de respondenti sunt legale si diferite ca scop si design.

Ointrebare pe care o consider importanta a fost despre ordinea utilizarii resurselor disponibile online
in timpul procesului de cercetare: care sunt primele platforme accesate de respondenti? Este pirateria
o solutie disperata aleasa de studentii care nu au alte optiuni sau este prima ,oprire”? Rezultatele indica
ca doar 42.2% din respondenti au Incercat sa acceseze resursele legal Thainte de a recurge la piratare,
in timp ce 35.2% au ales direct varianta ilegala. Un procent de 22.6% din respondenti nu au accesat
deloc aceste resurse, aceasta data statistica fiind in opozitie cu una mentionata anterior: 24.8% din
participantii la studiu au declarat ca nu au sunt familiari cu site-urile de piraterie.

n ceea ce priveste constientizarea legalitétii si a consecintelor utilizarii resurselor ilegale, doar 41.3%
inteleg ca aceasta este o practica ilegala si cunosc consecintele, in timp ce 58.7% nu sunt constienti de
acest aspect. Trebuie mentionat faptul ca ilegalitatea pirateriei este reglementata in Romania, Tnsa nu
am reusit sa gasesc un caz de piraterie academica in care un student sa fie pedepsit pentru copierea,
distribuirea sau utilizarea unui document obtinut ilegal. Acest lucru contribuie, evident, la nivelul scazut
de constientizare in legatura cu posibilele consecinte ale pirateriei academice. Am ales sa nu mentionez
optiunea de baze de date open access in cadrul acestei cercetari pentru a observa daca respondentii
mentioneaza aceasta resursa, iar absenta unui raspuns este totusi un raspuns care evidentiaza nivelul
de cunostinte al participantilor la acest studiu.

Analiza traficului organic din Romania al platformelor de piratare
In urma analizei chestionarului s-a confirmat ipoteza mentionata anterior: pirateria academica este un
fenomen ntalnit In randul studentilor romani, insd am considerat necesara o cuantificare a traficului

19. 15 16.96% au notat usurinta accesibilitatii cu 1/10, 12.61% cu 2/10, 13.48% cu 3/10, si 10% cu 4/10. 5.65% au
considerat dificultatea ca fiind medie — 5/10. 6.09% au evaluat dificultate ca fiind 6/10, 7.39% cu 7/10, 8.26% cu
8/10, iar 4.78% cu 9/10 si tot atat cu 10/10.

20. 16 15.65% dintre studenti au evaluat accesibilitatea cu 1/10, 12.17% cu 2/10, 16.09% cu 3/10, 11.3% cu 4/10,
16.09% cu 5/10, 5.22% cu 6/10, 6.96% cu 7/10, 5.65% cu 8/10, 5.22% cu 9/10 si 5.65% cu 10/10.
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organic din Romania pe platformele de piraterie mentionate anterior (Sci-Hub, Library Genesis si
Anna’s Archive). Trebuie mentionat faptul cd aceasta cuantificare este aproximativa, datele statistice
nu sunt despre activitatea online a studentilor, ci despre activitatea utilizatorilor romani ai internetului.
Mai mult decat atat, site-urile mentionate nu ofera aceste informatii si am folosit site-ul SE Ranking
pentru a obtine datele statistice despre numarul de accesari din Romania ale platformelor de piraterie.
De asemenea, acestea date sunt incomplete, fiind influentate de utilizatorii care acceseaza anonim
resursele mentionate anterior (folosind instrumente tip VPN sau programe tip Tor Browser). Folosind
acest site am urmarit traficul organic, observand ca Z-Library este mult mai accesat de catre utilizatori,
atat in Romania, cét si la nivel global. Am ales sa nu includ acest site in studiul realizat, preferand
includerea unei resurse mai putin cunoscute: Anna’s Archive. Am considerat necesara includerea unei
resurse aparute relativ recent si mai putin cunoscuta la nivel international pentru a testa nivelul de
cunostinte ale respondentilor in legatura cu pirateria academica.

Asa cum am mentionat anterior, Anna’s Archive nu este o resursa la fel de accesata ca celelalte incluse
n aceasta cercetare (sau alte resurse de piraterie ca Z-Library, dupa cum se poate observa in Figura 2),
insa ofera un volum imens de documente utilizatorilor. Acest site are drept scop crearea unei singure
baze de date care sa cuprinda majoritatea documentelor disponibile pe celelalte site-uri, in momentul
de fatd continand aproximativ 139 de milioane de fisiere (933.7 TB). Acest numar reprezintd 99.79%
din totalitatea documentelor disponibile pe Library Genesis, 88.64% din cele disponibile pe Sci-Hub si
99.85% din cele disponibile pe Z-Library?'. Anna's Archive este open-source, iar documentele din baza
sa de date sunt salvate de un numar necunoscut de utilizator, deci este improbabila disparitia acestor
carti si articole din mediul online, indiferent de consecintele legale suferite de acest site. Conform
datelor disponibile pe site-ul resursei, 16 000 de documente sunt descarcate de utilizatori in fiecare
ora si 388 000 in fiecare zi?2.

Am mentionat aceste informatii ca o motivatie suplimentara pentru includerea site-ului Anna’s Archive
n aceasta cercetare, in ciuda lipsei sale de accesari din Romania. Conform site-ului SE Ranking (figura
3), majoritatea traficului organic este datorat Spaniei (16.52%), Statelor Unite ale Americii (14.77%) si
Indiei (13.35%). Traficul organic al romanilor reprezintd 0.01% din traficul total in ultimul an (figura 4).

Sci-Hub a fost urmatorul site analizat, fiind unul dintre cele mai cunoscute resurse pentru piraterie la
nivel global din cauza proceselor cu Elsevier (si alte companii din acest domeniu). Trebuie mentionat
faptul ca din cauza consecintelor legale ale incalcarii drepturilor de autor prin distribuirea gratuita
a documentelor, Sci-Hub nu mai adauga in baza lor de date articole noi din 2021. Astfel, Sci-Hub a
devenit o arhiva fara articole actuale, dar ramane una dintre cele mai accesate resurse pentru pirateria
academica. Conform site-ului SE Ranking (figura 5), majoritatea traficului organic este datorat Indiei
(27.42%), Indoneziei (9.63%) si Braziliei (5.37%), iar traficul romanesc reprezintd 0.53% din ultimul
an (figura 6). Desi Sci-Hub a pierdut avantajul articolelor de actualitate, depaseste inca numarul de
accesari ale altor site-uri academice ca Springer, Wiley, Semantic Scholar sau MDPI (figura 7). Library
Genesis (sau libgen) reprezintd o constant3 a pirateriei academice, fiind activ din 2010 si accesat in
principal (figura 8) de citre utilizatorii din Statele Unite ale Americii (20.6%), India (20.27%) si Canada
(8.37%), iar traficul organic romanesc reprezentand 0.81% (figura 9). Asa cum am mentionat anterior,
Z-Library este cel mai accesat site de piraterie academica in Romania, fiind principalul ,adversar” al
site-ului Library Genesis, conform SE Ranking (figura 10).

Concluzii

Pirateria online a fost, este si cel mai probabil va raméne un subiect controversat in mediul
academic, desi nu poate fi contestat caracterul ilegal. Una dintre ipotezele stabilite Tnainte de
inceperea acestei cercetari a fost ca pirateria academica este un fenomen popular in Romania.
Aceasta ipoteza a fost confirmata, atat din analizarea contextului socio-istoric roman, cat si prin
rezultatele acestei cercetari. Bineinteles, studentii beneficiaza de acces la resurse specializate, desi
acestea sunt deseori insuficiente pentru cercetarea lor. Trebuie mentionat faptul ca in procesul de
cercetare academica nu exista doar doua variante: resursele oferite de catre universitati si site-
urile de piraterie, insa studentii au nevoie de cursuri specializate pentru dobandirea competentelor
necesare realizarii unei cercetari academice Tn mediul online. Am remarcat acest lucru in urma analizarii
raspunsurilor la chestionar, realizand ca majoritatea respondentilor nu cunosc resurse utile si legale, nu

21, Datasets, accesat n 28 iulie 2024, Anna’s Archive, https://annas-archive.org/datasets.
22._FAQ, accesat Tn 28 iulie 2024, Anna’s Archive, https://annas-archive.org/faq.
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au mentionat existenta bazelor de date open access si nu sunt constienti de statutul legal al resurselor
de piraterie. Din pacate, numarul studentilor care au participat la aceasta cercetare este redus, deci
datele statistice nu sunt complet reprezentative pentru situatia actuala din mediul academic romanesc.
Desi nu sunt complet reprezentative, rezultatele acestei cercetari implica necesitatea unei abordari
moderne pentru satisfacerea nevoilor informationale ale studentilor. Mai mult decat atat, aceasta
cercetarea este relevanta pentru analizarea schimbarilor viitoare din mediul academic romanesc,
oferind cercetatorilor interesati un punct de referinta pentru potentialele cercetari din acest domeniu.

Anexe:

Chestionarul propus:

Care este genul dumneavoastra?

Masculin

Feminin

Altul

Prefer sa nu raspund

in ce categorie de varsta v& incadrati?

18-24

25-29

30-39

40-49

50-59

60+

Care este ultimul nivel de studii absolvit?

Studii liceale

Licenta

Master

Care este nivelul studiilor pe care le urmati actualmente?

Licenta

Master

Doctorat

n ce domeniu studiati?
(Intrebare cu raspuns liber)

in cautarea informatiilor necesare cercetrii dumneavoastr, folositi intr-o mai mare masuré resursele:

Tiparite

Electronice

Folositi motoare de cautare specializate (ex: Google Academic) in vederea identificarii documentelor
dorite?

Da

Nu

Nu stiu/nu raspund

Pentru obtinerea documentelor necesare, utilizati bazele de date academice la care accesul se
realizeaza prin utilizarea contului institutional (ex: ProQuest, ScienceDirect, Emerald Insight etc)?

Da

Nu

Uneori

Pe o scala de la1la 10, unde 1 = foarte usor si 10 = foarte dificil, cat de usor de accesat sunt bazele de
date respective pentru dumneavoastra?
[12345678910]

Pe o scala de la 11a 10, unde 1 = foarte usor si 10 = foarte dificil, cat de usor de folosit sunt bazele de date
respective pentru dumneavoastra?
[12345678910]

Sunt documentele obtinute prin intermediul bazelor de date academice suficiente pentru
cercetarea dumneavoastra?

Da

Nu
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Uneori

Utilizati alte resurse pentru obtinerea documentelor necesare cautarii dumneavoastra in afara bazelor
de date academice accesate prin intermediul contului institutional?

Da

Nu

Prefer sa nu raspund

Cunoasteti platformele Sci-Hub, Libgen (Library Genesis) si Anna’s Archive?

Da

Nu

Prefer sa nu raspund

Cate din platformele mentionate anterior va erau cunoscute?

3

2

1

0

Utilizati alte platforme similare? Daca da, care?
(intrebare cu rdspuns liber)

Ati incercat sa obtineti legal documentele dorite inainte sa accesati resursele enumerate anterior
(Sci-Hub, Anna’s Archive si Library Genesis)?

Da

Nu

Nu accesez resursele enumerate

Cunoasteti statutul legal al acestor platforme?

Da

Nu

100

4 70
4 60
9 50
4 40
1 30
20 1 20
10 10

0 I 1 1 Il 1 1 1 0
1500 1550 1600 1650 1700 1750 1800 1850 1900

women men

Figura 1: rata analfabetismului in Anglia (1500-1900).
Sursa: Literacy and the Social Order: Reading and Writing in Tudor and Stuart England, p. 177

Figura 2: Compararea traficului romanesc al site-ului Anna’s Archive cu cel al site-urilor Library Genesis si Z Library
Sursa: SE Ranking
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Traffic distribution by country /

ORGANIC  PAID sHow conTiNenTs (Il #
COUNTRY TRAFFIC SHARE TRAFFIC KEYWORDS TOTAL
E Spain o 16.52% 13.7K & 29K 15K a93
= USA o 14.77% 12.3K v 835K 51K 214K
= India w— 13.35% TIK » 137K 514 434
2 Philippines - 12.46% 10.3K a 78K 514 -1
11 Italy — 0.89% B8.2K v 7.8K 17K 21
B Other - 33% 27.4K » 66K 13.5K 414K

Figura 3: Traficul organic al site-ului Anna’s Archive (28 iulie 2024)
Sursa: SE Ranking

Organic traffic

Figura 4: Traficul organic din Romania al site-ului Anna's Archive (28 iulie 2024)
Sursa: SE Ranking

ORGANIC ~ PAID stow conTinents (I
COUNTRY TRAFFIC SHARE TRAFFIC KEYWORDS TOTAL
= India - 27.42% 1.5M a176.2K 11.3K & 1.5K
™= |ndonesia — 9.63% 530.6K & 4259K 14K a2
& Brazil — 537% 296K a16.2K 36K a 210
@ Turkey — 4.08% 224.9K 4 219.8K 20K a27
= Spain — 4,05% 223K a128.4K 12.6K a 566
B Other - 49.44% 27M a12M 190.3K a 53K

Figura 5: Traficul organic al site-ului Sci-Hub (28 iulie)
Sursa: SE Ranking

Organic traffic

@ srowupsates

Figura 7: Comparatia traficului organic al site-ului Sci-Hub cu site-uri considerate similare (28 iulie)
Sursa: SE Ranking
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Traffic distribution by country

ORGANIC ~ PAID sHow conTiNenTs I #
COUNTRY TRAFFIC SHARE TRAFFIC KEYWORDS TOTAL
= UsA - 206% 183.3K » 347K Kwd
= India - 2027% 180.4K a 50.4K 26023
Il Canada L 8.37% 74.5K & 38K 447 & 59
& Brazil L 416% 37K & 1K 183 a1
™= |ndonesia L 4.01% 357K a 10K 190 a6
Other - 42 58% 378.9K 2 641K 9K 520

Figura 8: traficul organic al site-ului Library Genesis (28 iulie)

Organic traffic

Sursa: SE Ranking
Figura 9: traficul organic romanesc al site-ului Library Genesis (28 iulie)
Sursa: SE Ranking

Figura 10: Comparatie trafic organic Libgen si Z-Library in Romania (28 iulie)
Sursa: SE Ranking

Nota: Prezentul studiu este parte din cercetarea doctorala in curs intreprinsa de autor, avand ca tema
.Comportamente de informare si documentare ale studentilor romani”.
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Abstract: The digital landscape has disrupted the stability of connection to past knowledge built around
the bibliographic reference system, introducing phenomena like reference rot and the disappearance
or manipulation of online sources. The paper explores the challenges posed by the digital age to the
verifiability and fixity of texts, highlighting the volatility of digital information and the risks associated
with unverifiable and fluid online content. It discusses the impact of these challenges on scholarly
communication, the dissemination of poor-quality science through predatory and problematic
journals, and the proliferation of misinformation. Possible solutions to address these issues are
presented, emphasizing that media and information education are crucial in equipping individuals with
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Motto:

Pe ce te bazezi? / What are you relying on? (Marin Preda, Morometii)

Believing other people in order to acquire information is one of the most common epistemic practices in our
cognitive lives (Gloria Origgi, Epistemic trust)

Introduction

A reference, in a general cultural sense, is a relationship that someone establishes with what others
have spoken, written, or created. This relationship, whether it is one of appropriation or distancing,
contextualises, connects with precedents, and aims to objectify and validate one’s approach. A
reference is a link with the past. In written culture, a bibliographic reference identifies as precisely as
possible a specific document or part of a document that has been used as source by the author(s)
of a work. The mere presence of bibliographic references in a work makes it more trustworthy by
default. This trustworthiness stems from recognizing that knowledge acquisition cannot be confined
to one’s own experiences. Progress is based on previous accumulations, on current knowledge used as
a source of documentation, as a landmark for new approaches built in relation to it through assimilation
and differentiation, through acceptance and contestation, through (re)interpretation. Acquiring
information not through direct experience but through “second-hand knowledge™ is an extremely

1. As Patrick Wilson named it—see Patrick Wilson, Second-Hand Knowledge: An Inquiry into Cognitive Authority
(Westport, CT: Greenwood Press, 1983).
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common epistemic practice. As Origgi states, “trusting others is a primary source of knowledge
acquisition”; the more so trust is "a fundamental ingredient in knowledge” in our society where the
amount of information is overwhelming for an individual's processing capability.?

This epistemic trust—the confidence we place in someone else as a knowledge source and,
therefore, in the information he or she provides—is not unconditional: it derives from the possibility
that references give us to read critically, to check the cited sources and the claims based on them. In his
history of the footnote?, Anthony Grafton underlines the role of bibliographic references in identifying
sources from which the statements about the past are derived, offering a unique ground to trust these
statements. Therefore, verifiability is a primary condition of trust in the information provided by a
source. Equally important is the textual stability or fixity, in Elizabeth L. Eisenstein’s terms, considered
a primary advantage of printing press over scribes*. Compared to the manuscript age, when the texts
could have been modified / corrupted by each scribe, the printing press has generated a fixed text
whose copies are identical and unexposed to unwanted interventions during the multiplication process.
Text fixity enhances the written sources’ verifiability by allowing the reference not only to a work but
to a specific part (chapter) or place (page, paragraph or line) in that work.

These characteristics have particular importance for the scholarly communication, as scientists are
“perforce and explicitly homo citans et citatus”’ In science, verifiability is essential to “substantiate
arguments, give authors credit and enable readers to reproduce conclusions”.® References and the
connections between them form a map of the author’s approach, the composition and scope of which
can be assessed against the corpus of sources relevant to the subject; in the meantime, they propose
a knowledge path that can be followed and extended by those interested in the subject.”

Not only the citation but also the quality of the cited sources contributes to build trust. One of
the criteria for evaluating sources is their authority, whose epistemic component is central for its
acceptance. In 1983, in his book Second-Hand Knowledge: An Inquiry into Cognitive Authority, Patrick
Wilson defined cognitive authority as the “influence on one's thoughts that one would consciously
recognize as proper”® due to the perceived trustworthiness and credibility of the source. This source
can be a person, but also an institution (e.g., a university library), a publication (e.g., a scientific journal)
or a reference work (e.g., an encyclopaedia).

If verifiability and fixity are hallmarks of print culture, in the digital age these pillars of trust are shaken. Ever
since the advent of the Internet, researchers have drawn attention to a number of phenomena affecting
the availability of online content, such as (Uniform Resource Locator) migrations/changes or even its
disappearance without a trace. Another aspect is the ease with which content can be modified or replaced
without tracing the changes. Similarly, it is very easy to circulate such content or a part of it in a different
context than the original one, without specifying its source or with incorrect attribution. | will further discuss
how these features of online content impact the acquisition of information and knowledge.

Missing Sources

It is common knowledge that digital information is highly volatile. Its ephemeral nature is reflected,
inter alia, by the instability of citations and loss of referential information. Over time, hyperlinks tend to
cease to point to their original target resources because these have been relocated to new addresses
or become permanently unavailable. This phenomenon is known as reference/link rot, link death, or
link breaking. As a result of the growing number of scientific resources available online (mainly due to
the open science movement), online sources and references have become increasingly common in
scholarly communication. Here, Web documents have been compared to the “print fugitive materials

2. Origgi, "Epistemic Trust.” In Information Evaluation, edited by Philippe Capet and Thomas Delavallade (Hoboken:
Wiley-ISTE, 2014), 44.

3. Anthony Grafton, The Footnote: A Curious History (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1997), 233.

4. See Elizabeth L. Eisenstein, The printing press as an agent of change (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
1991).

5. Roald Hoffmann, Artyom A. Kabanov, Andrey A. Golov, and Davide M. Proserpio, “"Homo Citans and Carbon
Allotropes: For an Ethics of Citation,” Angewandte Chemie International Edition 55, no. 37 (September 5, 2016):
10962.

6. Elias Rohrer, Steffen Heidel, and Florian Tschorsch, “Enabling Reference Verifiability for the World Wide Web
with Webchain,” ACM Trans. Internet Technol. 20, no. 4 (October 2020): 1.

7. Robert Coravu, “Eroare 404," Anthropos. Revista de filosofie, arte si umanioare 1, no. 11 (2023).

8. Wilson, Second-Hand Knowledge, 15.
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and grey literature” and situated “somewhere between ephemera and permanent” sources.® During the
Internet’s first two decades of existence, several studies have documented the instability of citations
of online resources and the decreasing availability of cited content over time.”® Further research has
not shown a positive evolution.

The availability of online sources is depending on the existence of digital preservation policies and
solutions. And while predatory journals and publishers are known for their lack of concern for digital
preservation, as their main interest is to make a quick profit rather than the sustainability of scholarly
communication, many legitimate scientific publishers also appear less committed to the long-term
preservation of their digital content. Martin Paul Eve published recently the worrisome conclusions
of his analysis of over 7 million scientific articles with assigned DOI persistent identifiers: apparently,
32.9% of Crossref members do not use any adequate solution for digital preservation, only 0.96% of
them digitally preserve over 75% of their content in three or more archives, and 8.5% preserve over
half of their content in two or more archives." Thus, in the absence of adequate digital preservation
practices, the availability of online scientific publications is not guaranteed, even for those with
assigned persistent identifiers, exposing them to the phenomenon of reference rot.

When the availability of an online referenced source is affected, its verifiability becomes difficult (if
the source changed its address) or impossible (when the source had disappeared). This is of particular
importance in science because it threatens its reliability. The vanishing of large amounts of online
sources used in scholarly communication damages the credibility of the scientific method because
the replicability and reproducibility of research become untestable.™

Preserving journalism in the digital age is another complex task. We know from experience that the
archives of many Romanian newspapers either born digital or that were published exclusively online at
one point became inaccessible after they ceased to appear. This is a widespread phenomenon, with
dramatic consequences. As Zarndt et al. note, without collecting and preserving systematically the
increasing amount of born-digital news published on the Internet the link with the past is weakened: in
absence of this “first rough draft of history”, it is much harder to understand how the past shapes the
present.”® We must add that this is not only about understanding the past but also about establishing
facts. Access to central and local news archives allows to verify current claims about past events
against the reporting from that period, thereby exposing possible disinformation.

Missing Citations and Faked Authority

In the online environment, content is often disseminated without citing its source, which means that its origin
is unknown when it is accessed, or its source is partially identified (e.g., the author is specified but not the work
from which the ideas or words attributed to him/her have been taken). Thus, it is difficult or often impossible
to verify the source, hence the authenticity or the accuracy of the attribution. This facilitates the manipulation
of the relationship between cognitive authority and trust in order to confer credibility to and validate fakes.
For example, quotes falsely or mistakenly attributed to sources with cognitive authority (renowned people
in various fields, usually) and often disseminated as memes are not only very popular as digital folklore but
sometimes permeate academia. This kind of fake persists on the Internet despite any attempts to debunk
it and forms a massive and long-term available corpus of misinformation. The rise of faked authority is a
significant issue especially in science. Under the umbrella of their pretended scholarly status, the ever-
increasing number of predatory and questionable journals not only disseminate poor science but also ideas

9. Mary F. Casselry and James E. Bird, “Web Citation Availability: Analysis and Implications for Scholarship,” College
& Research Libraries 64, no. 4 (July 2003): 300-301.

10. See, for example, Lawrence et al., “Persistence of Web References in Scientific Research.” Computer, 34, no.
2 (February 2001): 26-31; Diomidis Spinellis, “The Decay and Failures of Web References,” Communications of
the ACM 46, no. 1 (2003): 71-77; Casselry and Bird, “Web Citation Availability”; Casselry and Bird, “Web Citation
Availability: A Follow-up Study,” Library Resources & Technical Services 52, no. 1 (January 2008): 42-53; M.
K. Saberi and H. Abedi, “"Accessibility and Decay of Web Citations in Five Open Access IS| Journals,” Internet
Research 22, no. 2 (January 1,2012): 234-247.

11. Martin Paul Eve, "Digital Scholarly Journals Are Poorly Preserved: A Study of 7 Million Articles,” Journal of
Librarianship and Scholarly Communication 12, no. 1(2024): 9.

12. Rohrer, Heidel, and Tschorsch, “Enabling Reference Verifiability,” 3.

13. Frederick Zarndt, Dorothy Carner, and Edward McCain, “An International Survey of Born Digital Legal
Deposit Policies and Practices” (2015): 2. https://www.ifla.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/assets/clm/

publications/13_-_2015_an_international_survey_of born_digital_legal_deposit_policies_and_practices.pdf.

37


https://www.ifla.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/assets/clm/publications/13_-_2015_an_international_survey_of_born_digital_legal_deposit_policies_and_practices.pdf
https://www.ifla.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/assets/clm/publications/13_-_2015_an_international_survey_of_born_digital_legal_deposit_policies_and_practices.pdf

Transilvania 10 (2024)

38

that fuel denialism and conspiracy theories, which are then promoted and cited by their proponents. In this
manner, counterknowledge — “misinformation packaged to look like fact"* — comes to shape public opinion,
with consequences like those we saw during the COVID-19 pandemic, among others.

Altered Sources

We know that the content of a print publication remains the same yesterday, today, tomorrow, and
throughout its entire lifetime. We know that a quoted text will be found on the same page of a given
print edition of a work, as long as there exists at least one copy of it. An online document, however, can
undergo successive and substantial — sometimes even fraudulent — changes over time without this
being flagged or marked in any way. Thus, it can have several successive versions not announced as
such, and its shape or structure can change too.

The possibility to modify and overwrite online content is incompatible with fixity and has a negative
impact on the effectiveness and credibility of the bibliographic reference system. Let's consider the
case of Wikipedia. This online encyclopaedia takes advantage of the opportunity to exploit collective
wisdom, which, as Pierre Levy defined it', allows collective problem-solving. Peer production, the
large-scale technology-mediated collaboration model adopted by Wikipedia, supports anyone who
wants to contribute to its content. On the other hand, despite the control mechanisms in place, since
anyone can modify an entry in this encyclopaedia, the possibility of inappropriate interventions that
could lead to misinformation is high. Can one cite and therefore use as reference in a research paper
such fluid content? The response from academia is negative.

Fabricated and Dissolved Sources (or the Delights of Generative Al Models)

The so-called artificial intelligence hallucinations manifest themselves, among others, by making up
bibliographic references to support the generated answer — e.g., fabricated journal titles that are very
close to real ones, fabricated article titles that cannot be found in the journal cited as source, or real authors
credited for fabricated works.’® At the other end is the Al output generated without bibliographic references.
This kind of output, whose quality and validity cannot be verified against its sources because these have
been dissolved and mixed like in an alchemist’s furnace, requires the reader’s blind trust. Over time, this
synthetic content may in turn become the prevailing source for training other Al models, in a relentless
process of dilution that would eventually erase any trace of the cultural origins of Al-generated content.

Conclusions

Some have compared the Internet with a huge library. If we accept this parallel, we must wonder how
the knowledge we have access to today would look like if it were based on library collections built
without selection criteria, from which many of the publications vanished for good after a while, or were
no longer found in their usual place on the shelves, or their content changed over time. Most likely,
nothing durable and reliable could have been built on such quicksand.

Digital cultural memory is fragile. Due to the increasing volume of knowledge available on the Internet
and the changing information behaviours, we have migrated from a written culture characterised by the
fixity of text and relying on the stability of bibliographic references to one in which we face the volatility
and mutability of online documents. We are forced to deal with an environment that is unstable and prone
to amnesia. Is it realistic to try to control this environment, or do we have to resign ourselves and accept it
as such? There are several possible solutions to restore the status of the reference and (re)build trust in the
digital environment. In scholarly communication, as Eve states, “scholarly objects must be identified by a
stable reference system if readers are to be able to find and check subsequent assertions based on them”.”
For this, as we have shown above, we must ensure that technical solutions like persistent identifier systems
are effective by correlating them with adequate digital preservation measures. Eve proposes a range of
actions and activities that persistent identifier providers, libraries and other organizations could undertake
to promote better preservation practices and help safeguard the digital scholarly record.

14. Damien Thompson, Counterknowledge: How We Surrendered to Conspiracy Theories, Quack Medicine, Bogus
Science and Fake History (London: Atlantic Books, 2008), 1.

15. See Pierre Levy, L'intelligence collective. Pour une anthropologie du cyberspace (Paris: La Découverte, 1994).

16. Willa Roberta Powell and Marydee Ojala, “Slippery Slopes of Citation Searching.” Computers in Libraries 43, no.
4 (2023): 39.

17. Eve, "Digital Scholarly Journals,” 3.
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Libraries have a specific preservation solution, the electronic legal deposit, which unfortunately
remains merely an aspiration in many countries for now.”® The progress of legislation in this area is
slow, and the complexity of the task often surpasses the libraries’ good intentions and resources.
Nevertheless, by virtue of their status and specific functions, libraries — especially national and
academic libraries — are among the most qualified institutions to implement effective measures for
preserving digital resources and ensuring their long-term availability.

Another solution proposed in recent years is the use of blockchain technology to record the history
of online sources creation and ownership and thus secure their referential integrity.” As for generative
Al, its power can be exploited beneficially by controlling the input, i.e., by training the large language
models on transparent trustworthy sources in order to obtain trustworthy, verifiable output.

Beside this, we cannot ignore that, if information literate people are more likely to know how to
evaluate sources and where to find reliable information not only online but also in print, more and more
poorly-educated and/or information illiterate people consider and use the Internet as the one and only
way to acquire information. For this, media and information education seem to be the best tool we
have at the moment to protect citizens from the advance of counterknowledge.
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Media Coverage of Scientific Uncertainty: Concepts and Approaches
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Introducere
n societatea contemporan, stiinta evolueaza cu viteze fara precedent si influenteaza fiecare activitate
umang, fiind una dintre principalele forme ale cunoasterii. Domeniul este studiat de istorici, filosofi,
sociologi, economisti si experti interdisciplinari, care Tncearca sa inteleaga si sa explice, fiecare cu
uneltele sale, care este natura stiintei, care sunt limitarile sale, care este contextul in care se produce,
cum interactioneaza cu ariile de studiu conexe si cum difera ea de pseudostiinta. Aceste cercetari se
intersecteaza si cu domeniul comunicarii--numeroase studii au fost publicate, Tn ultimele decenii, pe
tema felului in care este diseminata informatia stiintifica. O parte dintre acesta se incadreaza in sfera
jurnalismului de stiinta, considerat unul dintre vectorii principali prin care informatia stiintifica ajunge
la public’. Jurnalismul de stiinta este o nisa relativ noud, care a inceput sa castige teren abia din secolul
XIX, urméand sa se solidifice in secolul XX2 Domeniul s-a conturat mai clar in jurul anului 1920, céand
Edwin W. Scripps a lansat agentia de presa Science Service, un proiect care si-a autoproclamat rolul
de a scoate la lumina ,drama care apare in fiecare eprubeta”. Ulterior, in cadrul celui de-al doilea Razboi
Mondial, jurnalismul de stiinta a evoluat si mai mult, pentru ca stiinta si tehnologia erau considerate
elemente centrale ale victoriei®.

De-a lungul timpului, jurnalismul de stiinta a primit mai multe definitii. In literatura de specialitate

1. Dunwoody, ,Science journalism: Prospects in the digital age”, 14-32.
2. Ibid.
3. Weigold, ,Communicating science: A review of the literature”, 164—-193.
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recentd, existd doua directii distincte. Unii autori, ca de exemplu Bucchi si Mazzolini* 1i confera un
cadru mai restrans, considerand jurnalismul de stiinta drept prezentarea descoperirilor si institutiilor
sau oamenilor implicati in procesul stiintific. Alti cercetatori utilizeaza un sens mai larg al definitiei, sens
care permite includerea studiilor stiintifice in proportii variabile n articole jurnalistice, articole care pot
atinge domenii diverse, de la politic, la social sau la sport, in ideea in care orice articol poate deveni un
articol de jurnalism de stiinta daca citeaza studii si experti®. Indiferent, ins3, de definitia utilizata, exista
un element implicit: rolul jurnalistului de stiinta este acela de a crea legaturi intre stiinta si societate, un
rol deloc simplu, deoarece stiinta trebuie tradusa in limbaj accesibil, desi ea poate fi alambicata si plina
de incertitudini. De altfel, incertitudinea este o tema importanta a studiului stiintei si o componenta de
baza a procesului stiintific®. Ea poate proveni din multiple surse, printre care limitele cunoasterii noastre
de lamomentul actual, variatiile existente in rezultate ori felul in care sunt interpretate datele. Alte surse
de incertitudine apar din faptul ca unele rezultate stiintifice nu sunt validate, nu sunt reproductibile sau
sunt contradictorii”.

Si incertitudinea stiintifica a primit mai multe definitii, in perioada recenta. Steel® spune c3 ea se
refera la ,lipsa cunoasterii care ar permite ca rezultatele unei actiuni sa fie prezise”. Pentru Walker et
al.®, ea reprezinta ,orice deviatie de la idealul de neatins de a avea o cunoastere complet determinista”
a unui sistem studiat. In schimb, pentru Brashers™ ea este orice perceptie, sentiment sau credint3
aparuta In momentele in care: ,detalille unei situatii sunt ambigue, complexe, impredictibile sau
probabilistice; cand informatia nu este disponibila sau este discordanta; si cand oamenii se simt nesiguri
de cunostintele pe care le au sau de cunostintele care exista in general” (p. 478). Aceastd analiza a
literaturii de specialitate discuta pe larg rolul jurnalistului in comunicarea rezultatelor stiintei, tipurile de
incertitudine si modurile in care sunt reprezentate acesteain articolele de presa si practicile jurnalistice
si provocdrile intdmpinate de media in comunicarea incertitudinii stiintifice. Review-ul include cercetari
care iau n calcul limbajul si valorile profesionale ale jurnalistilor care scriu despre stiinta.

Metode

Review-ului de literatura include o analiza a primelor 200 de articolele stiintifice aparute pe Google
Scholar, care corespund primelor zece pagini de rezultate afisate de motorul de cautare academic.
Articolele au fost extrase folosind cuvintele cheie: scientific uncertainty journalism, fara a selecta
limitari de timp. Tn analiz& au fost cuprinse in marea majoritate articole academice, dar exista si carti,
recenzii de carti, abstracte de conferinta, preprinturi si note editoriale care au fost pastrate in setul de
date. In datele analizate nu au fost descoperite articole care sa nu fie pe tema jurnalismului de stiint3
si care sa fie excluse din studiu. A fost, insa, eliminat un articol a caruit data de publicare nu a putut
fi stabilita. Aproape toate articolele extrase corespund intervalului 1990-2023, unul singur, publicat
in 1979, facand exceptie. Figura 1 arata distributia acestora in timp. Se poate observa ca in perioada
1990-1999 au ap#rut numai 8 dintre articolele incluse in studiu. In decada urmatoare, 2000-2009 au
fost publicate 30 de articole, apoi, in perioada 2010-2019 se atinge un varf al studierii incertitudinii, cu
120 de articole stiintifice publicate in jurnalele academice. in fine, intre 2020 si finalul anului 2023 au
aparut 40 de articole stiintifice pe subiectul studiat.

4. Mazzolini Bucchi, ,Big science, little news: Science coverage in the Italian daily press, 1946-1997", 65—-82.

5. Guenther, Bischoff, Lowe, Marzinkowski et al., ,Scientific evidence and science journalism: Analysing the
representation of (un) certainty in German print and online media”, 40-59.

6. Bongelli, Riccioni, Burro, Zuczkowski, ,Writers’ uncertainty in scientific and popular biomedical articles. A
comparative analysis of the British Medical Journal and Discover Magazine”, e0221933.

7. Guenther, Ruhrmann, ,Scientific evidence and mass media: Investigating the journalistic intention to represent
scientific uncertainty”, 927-943.

8. Steel, Philosophy and the precautionary principle, 101.

9. Walker, Harremoés, Rotmans, van der Sluijs et al.,, ,Defining uncertainty: a conceptual basis for uncertainty
management in model-based decision support”, 5-17.

10. Brashers, ,Communication and uncertainty management”, 477—-497.
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Figura 1. Numarul articolelor publicate pe tema felului in care e redata incertitudinea stiintifica in jurnalism.

Rezultate generale
Pot fi observate trei etape defalcate dupa volumul articolelor publicate pe tema incertitudinii stiintifice: (1)
pre-2005, in care subiectul era tratat rar de cercetatorii din domeniul stiintei comunicirii; (2) 2005-2011,
n care tema a inceput sa prinda contur; si (3) perioada post 2011, in care incertitudinea stiintifica ajunge
sa fie un subiect studiat tot mai des in domeniul stiintei comunicarii. Dintre articolele analizate, cele mai
multe se focuseazd pe doua nise ale jurnalismului de stiintd: mediu si schimbari climatice (38) sau pe
sanatate, pandemie si alte arii ale jurnalismului medical (19). Analiza mai arata c3 14 dintre articole sunt pe
tema dezinformare - dubiu - construire de ignorant3, iar patru dintre ele discuta rolul jurnalistului sau al
presei. Analiza abstractelor arata ca dovezile stiintifice sunt rareori mentionate in articolele de jurnalism
de stiint3, si ca descoperirile stiintifice sunt prezentate de obicei ca fiind certe. De asemenea, informatiile
despre incertitudine se gasesc mai des in sectiunile de stiinta ale publicatiilor. lar articolele pe teme
precum medicina si stiinte naturale contin mai des informatii despre incertitudine decat celelalte articole
de jurnalism de stiinta™. De multe ori, jurnalistii care evita sa discute despre incertitudinea stiintifica in
articolele lor fac asta intrucat nu ii cunosc importanta™. Comunicarea incertitudinii stiintifice nu este insa
doar o problema legata de modul in care jurnalistii percep stiinta si o comunic3, ci si o problema legata de
modul in care stiinta comunica, intrucat limitarile incluse in lucrarile stiintifica sunt in mare parte omise
din comunicatele de pres3, iar jurnalistii au reflectat, in principiu, continutul comunicatelor™.

in contextul recent al pandemiei de COVID-19, s-a remarcat incertitudinea epistemic3, cauzata de
lipsa de informatii privind transmiterea virusului si boala. De asemenea, in contextul aparitiei unui numar
mare de studii preprint, multor redactii le-au lipsit rutinele profesionale pentru analizarea rezultatelor
preliminare ale cercetarii si pentru evaluarea reputatiei expertilor'®. Una dintre provocarile semnalate
este c3, in lipsa procesului de peer review, jurnalistii de stiinta trebuie sa creeze noi criterii pentru a
evalua calitatea si relevanta unei publicatii si trebuie sa fie mai bine pregatiti sa distinga contributiile
stiintifice valoroase de simplul ,hype”. In acest context, rolul jurnalistilor care acopera subiectele de
stiinta este unul care nu poate fi trecut cu vederea.

Rolul jurnalistului in formarea intelegerii publice a stiintei
Jurnalistii au un rol esential in informarea publicului®®, iar comunicarea stiintei este una dintre
componentele esentiale ale acestui rol. Din aceasta posturd, jurnalistii de stiinta sunt o interfata intre

11. Guenther, Bischoff, Lowe, Marzinkowski et al.,, ,Scientific evidence and science journalism: Analysing the
representation of (un) certainty in German print and online media”, 40-59.

12. Lehmkubhl, Peters, ,Constructing (un-) certainty: An exploration of journalistic decision-making in the reporting
of neuroscience”, 909-926.

13. Ratcliff, ,Communicating scientific uncertainty across the dissemination trajectory: A precision medicine case
study”, 597-623.

14. Stollorz, ,Challenges for science journalism in the Corona pandemic—some observations about a mediated
world event”, 70-76.

15. Ibid.

16. Hanitzsch, ,Professional identity and roles of journalists”.
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cercetatori si public; ei explica felul in care evolueaza stiinta, oferind context studiilor stiintifice si, la
modul ideal, prezentand cercetatorii si cercetarea cu un ochi critic, indepartandu-se de modelul de
«aplaudare” a fiecarei descoperiri, publicand declaratii si informatii fara ca acesta sa fie trecute prin filtrul
gandirii”. De asemenea, jurnalistii pot incuraja dezbaterile care au loc in societate pe teme tangente
stiintei, pentru c& oamenii iau adesea decizii si pe baza informatiilor aflate din presa™. in redactiile
mari, care au un acces la resurse financiare solide, exista jurnalisti specializati pe stiinta si tehnologie
sau chiar pe nise ale acestora: medicin3, spatiu sau mediu. In schimb, in redactiile mici, sarcina de a
acoperi domeniul le revine reporterilor generalisti, care de multe ori nu au pregatire specifica in stiinta.
Indiferent de situatia In care se afla, insa, jurnalistii care acopera stiinta au o misiune complexa. Ei
trebuie sa caute subiecte, sa gaseasca surse relevante pe care sa le intervieveze si sa navigheze situatii
aflate la limita stiintei cu pseudostiinta™. Din aceasta posturd, ei sunt vazuti si drept gatekeeperi ai
informatiei, pentru ca decid ce materiale vor scrie si cum. Prin urmare, jurnalistii de stiinta nu sunt
simpli translatori ai informatiei stiintifice--ei fac mai mult decat sa o simplifice pe aceasta pe intelesul
publicului, contribuind in mod activ la propagarea ei in societate?°. De multe ori, articolele de jurnalism
de stiinta pornesc de la comunicate de presa trimise de universitati sau de institute de cercetare, ori
de la lucrari stiintifice pe care jurnalistul le intalneste in procesul sdu de documentare. Totusi, articolele
de presa care au astfel de puncte de plecare nu se rezuma adesea la un singur interviu sau un singur
studiu citat. Ele pot include studii suplimentare sau interviuri suplimentare, creand spatiu si vocilor altor
cercetatori, care nu au semnat lucrarea stiintifica respectiva. De altfel, marile publicatii solicita Tn mod
expres surse suplimentare in articolele care pornesc de la un studiu. In felul acesta se obtine imagine
mai nuantata a lucrarii publicate si a limitarilor cercetarii comparativ cu comunicatele de presa?'.

In presa care public3 in alte limbi decat engleza, articole de jurnalism de stiintd sunt uneori preluari
sau chiar traduceri de texte aparute in publicatiile mari de limba engleza, printre care The Guardian,
New York Times sau Washington Post. Unii cercetatori din stiintele comunicarii au observat ca aceste
preludri pot fi semnificativ diferite de original, deoarece ele pot fi influentate de factori multipli, printre
care cei politici si cei culturali. Diferentele pot fi puternice inclusiv in titluri si in prezentarea ideilor-
cheie?. Indiferent de situatie ins3, jurnalistii trebuie sa urmeze consensul stiintific si sa traseze linii
clare ntre stiintd si pseudostiinta?®. Acest lucru presupune luarea unor decizii editoriale in situatii de
deficit informational, in care intelegerea mecanismelor de autocorectare ale stiintei si a incertitudinii
stiintifice joaca roluri esentiale.

Tipuri de incertitudine stiintifica: clasificari

Atunci cand scriu un articol care prezinta descoperiri stiintifice, jurnalistii nu pot include toata
informatia care apare in lucrarea stiintifica, din cauza constrangerilor de spatiu si de atentie a publicului.
Asadar, ei selecteaza idei pe care sa le considera relevante tipului de material si profilului audientei lor?4,
De asemenea, jurnalistii utilizeaza un limbaj specific, care 1l simplifica si adapteaza pe cel stiintific?.
Literatura de specialitate include mai multe clasificari ale incertitudinii stiintifice. Kahneman si Tversky?®
spuneau ca incertitudinea stiintifica poate fi interna sau externa. Pentru cei doi autori, cea externa avea
legatura cu lumea inconjuratoare si cu felul in care oamenii se raporteaza la procese asupra carora nu

17. Murcott, Williams, ,The challenges for science journalism in the UK”, 152—-160.

18. Robinson, ,Theorizing the influence of media on world politics: models of media influence on foreign policy”,
523-544.

19. Murcott, Williams, ,The challenges for science journalism in the UK”, 152—-160.

20. Bauer, Allum, Miller, ,What can we learn from 25 years of PUS survey research? Liberating and expanding the
agenda”, 79-95.

21. Maat, de Jong, ,How newspaper journalists reframe product press release information”, 348—-371.

22. Li, Translating news on cross-strait relations: a case study of journalistic translation based on selected news
from the New York Times.

23. Briggemann, Engesser, ,Between consensus and denial: Climate journalists as interpretive community”, 399—
427.

24. Rosen, Guenther, Froehlich, ,The question of newsworthiness: A cross-comparison among science journalists’
selection criteria in Argentina, France, and Germany”, 328—355.

25. Guenther, Bischoff, Lowe, Marzinkowski et al., ,Scientific evidence and science journalism: Analysing the
representation of (un) certainty in German print and online media”, 40-59.

26. Tversky, Kahneman, ,Judgment under Uncertainty: Heuristics and Biases: Biases in judgments reveal some
heuristics of thinking under uncertainty”, 1124-1131.
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au control. Celalalt tip de incertitudine, cea intern3, se referea la actiuni si decizii care pot fi luate in
legdtura cu lucruri sau fenomene aflate in controlul nostru. Peters si Dunwoody?” aleg tot o impartire
tot In doud categorii, si vorbesc despre incertitudine probabilistica (evenimente specifice, a caror
distributie statistica se cunoaste) si epistemici (are legatura cu validitatea unor afirmatii).

Herbert?® propune tot doud categorii atunci cand se refera la comunicarea rezultatelor cercetarii in
contextul unor probleme de actualitate: prezentarea incertitudinii ca fiind izvorate din dovezi limitate
si prezentarea incertitudinii ca efect al unui conflict. Cele doua categorii, spune cercetatoarea, pot crea
.efecte diferite asupra audientelor”. Prima dintre categorii se refera la existenta unor limitari privind
calitatea si cantitatea dovezilor. In acest caz, oamenii de stiinta formuleaza concluzii similare, cu toate
ca datele nu sunt perfecte. Spre contrast, prezentarea incertitudinii ca fiind efect al unui conflict are
la baza faptul ca datele sunt ambigue, iar In comunitatea stiintifica exista dezbatere si tensiune pe
tema lor. Simplificand, Herbert vorbeste de doua tipuri de incertitudine: reala si fabricata. Aceasta a
doua categorie foloseste stiinta ca punct de plecare pentru dezinformare si manipulare®, o tehnica
utilizata de industria tutunului si ulterior de industria petrolierd, care au incercat sa nege faptul ca
tutunul poate favoriza aparitia cancerului si ca incalzirea globala este accelerata de activitatea umana.
Strategia folosita in campaniile de comunicare, ,Doubt is our product”*® (,Neincrederea este produsul
nostru”), fabrica incertitudine spunand c3a o asa-zisa absenta a unui consens in comunitatea stiintifica
permite publicului sa ia decizia pe care o doreste, sau chiar incurajeaza publicul sa actioneze contrar cu
consensul stiintific dintr-un anumit domeniu®".

Pentru Guenther si Weber®, existd trei categorii: incertitudine minimalizata, prezentatd in mod
corect si maximizata. Cu alte cuvinte, jurnalistul prezinta stiinta ca pe un proces de producere a
certitudinii (situatie in care jurnalistii ignora incertitudinea stiintei si prezintd descoperirile ca fiind
100% sigure), jurnalistul alege s3 reprezinte corect incertitudinea din stiintd discutand despre lucruri
precum limitarile studiilor, si jurnalistul ia decizia de a exagera incertitudinile din stiint3, de obicei cu
scopul de a senzationaliza subiectul si a atrage audienta. Minimalizarea incertitudinii este explicata
folosind ideea potrivit careia practicile si normele jurnalistice sunt in contrapozitie cu stiinta, pentru ca
presupun brevitate si simplificare, insa un alt motiv poate fi faptul ca jurnalistii cred ca audienta lor nu
va Intelegea faptul ca stiinta nu este niciodata sigura®:. De asemenea, jurnalistii ar putea vorbi pe larg
despre incertitudine daca ar crede ca audientele lor inteleg limbajul stiintific®*. Incertitudinea apare
insa redata mai aproape de proportiile recomandate de ghidurile profesiei in domenii precum stiintele
naturale si medicina, fapt care 1i face pe unii cercetatori sa afirme ca incertitudinea apare mai des
atunci cand situatia prezentata are atasat un oarecare grad de risc®. Pe 1anga acestea, exista si situatii
de exagerare a incertitudinii si a controverselor din stiinta, care pot aparea cu scopul de a indrepta
atentia publicului spre un anumit subiect si a profita de pe urma acestui fapt generand trafic®. in fine,
0 a patra clasificare realizata recent de cercetatorii Gustafson si Rice® ia in calcul patru categorii: de
deficit, tehnica, de consens si stiintifica propriu-zisa. Aceasta clasificare permite o analiza mai nuantata
a felului in care incertitudinea stiintifica este redata in articolele de presa.

27. Peters, Dunwoody, ,Scientific uncertainty in media content: Introduction to this special issue”, 893-908.

28. Herbert, Covering scientific uncertainty in ongoing research, 6-9.

29. Oreskes, Conway, Merchants of doubt: How a handful of scientists obscured the truth on issues from tobacco
smoke to global warming, 216—-217.

30. Ibid., 10.

31. Ibid., 18-19.

32. Guenther, Weber, ,Science, journalism, and the language of (un) certainty: A review of science journalists’ use
of language in reports on science”, 47-59.

33. Guenther, Ruhrmann, ,Science journalists’ selection criteria and depiction of nanotechnology in German
media”, AO1.

34. Ibid.

35. Lehmkuhl, Peters, ,Constructing (un-) certainty: An exploration of journalistic decision-making in the reporting
of neuroscience”, 909-926.

36. Guenther, Ruhrmann, ,Scientific evidence and mass media: Investigating the journalistic intention to represent
scientific uncertainty”, 927-943.

37. Gustafson, Rice, ,The effects of uncertainty frames in three science communication topics”, 679-706.
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1. Incertitudinea de deficit

Prima categorie a modelului propus de Gustafson si Rice?, incertitudinea de deficit, se refera la asa-
numitele ,known unknowns”, adica lucrurile pe care stim ca nu le cunoastem. Adesea, studiile stiintifice
includ intrebari al caror raspuns nu este cunoscut si genereaza noi intrebari, aparute pe baza progresului
stiintei. Aici se incadreaza limitarile pe care le au studiile sau experimentele, limitari care apar spre
finalul articolelor stiintifice publicate in jurnalele academice. Includerea acestora in articolele stiintifice
este obligatorie, ele contribuind In mod esential la caracterul prezumat onest, integru si transparent
al stiintei, pentru ca nicio cercetare nu este nici completd, nici exhaustiva®. Includerea limitarilor
permite comunitatii stiintifice si jurnalistilor sa aiba context si sa evalueze cu un ochi critic studiul.
De asemenea, tot limitarile indica potentiale erori, date imprecise sau diverse tipuri de factori care
pot influenta interpretarea rezultatelor*®. Cercetatorii au obligatia de a trata cu rigurozitate sectiunea
privind limitarile din articolele lor, evitand descrierile genetice, pentru a spori intelegerea cititorilor si a
ajuta investigatiile viitoare*'. Asa cum descriu Gustafson si Rice*?, articolele jurnalistice care nu prezinta
studiile ca fiind exhaustive includ formulari de tipul ,mai trebuie realizate studii suplimentare pentru a
afla...” sau ,0amenii de stiinta mai au nevoie sa cerceteze...” pentru a marca incertitudinea de deficit.

2. Incertitudinea tehnica

Metoda stiintifica, folosita inca din secolul XVII, presupune observarea unor fenomene din natura
si formularea unor ipoteze care sunt apoi testate. La baza metodei, stau masuratorile, care sunt in
stransa legdtura cu incertitudinea*®. De multe ori, incertitudinea poate fi estimata facand masuratori
repetate si alegand, eventual, 0 medie sau mediana. Alteori exista modele mai complexe prin care
diferite cantitati pot fi estimate**. Atunci cand masuram, de exemplu, populatii, la un recensamant,
incertitudinea poate sa apara si din cauza felului in care s-au colectat datele. De asemenea, in studiile
care contin esantioane, estimarile vin si ca urmare a metodei statistice folosite. Estimarile, intervalele,
marjele de eroare si procentele sunt, asadar, esentiale cercetarii, pentru ca le permit oamenilor de
stiinta sa cuantifice datele si sa traga concluzii pe baza lor. Desi nu sunt punctuale sau perfecte, acestea
pot releva tendinte, relatii si modele, si le permit cercetatorilor atat sa testeze ipoteze, céat si sa faca
previziuni. A avea unele date este mai bine decat a nu avea date deloc, iar in lipsa acestor estimari,
cercetarile ar putea fi plasate doar in zona subiectiva.

Totusi, estimarile trebuie prezentate cu responsabilitate de jurnalistii sicomunicatorii de stiint3, iar greselile
pot duce la concluzii inselatoare, chiar false. Un exemplu simplu este anticiparea traiectoriei unei tornade,
care are la baza probabilitati. Uneori, oamenii de stiinta se folosesc de asa-numitul nivel de sigurant3,
masurat in sigma, pentru a spune cat de precise sunt datele lor. De exemplu, Tn cazul descoperirii bosonului
Higgs, cercetatorii de la CERN au asteptat sa atinga standardul 5-sigmainainte de a face anuntul, pentru a fi
siguri ca rezultatul lor este real si nu doar un artefact statistic*. Atunci cand includ incertitudinea tehnica in
articolele lor, potrivit clasificarii formulate de Gustafson si Rice*®, jurnalistii pot prezenta datele sub forma de
probabilitate (,0 sansa din 10 s3..." sau ,20% sanse s3...") sau interval (,Populatia de ursi din padurile Romaniei
ar putea scidea cu 500 pana la 750 de exemplare in urmatorul deceniu”).

3. Incertitudinea de consens

Consensul stiintific, acel proces prin care comunitatea stiintifica ajunge la un acord general privind
interpretarea unui set de dovezi sau de date, este o tema fundamentala de studiu n sociologia stiintei.
Mai multi cercetatori*’ au studiat felul in care oamenii de stiintd ajung la consens, proces care presupune

38. lbid.

39. Price, Murnan, ,Research limitations and the necessity of reporting them?”, 66.

40. Ibid.

41. Ross, Bibler Zaidi, ,Limited by our limitations”, 261-264.

42. Gustafson, Rice, ,The effects of uncertainty frames in three science communication topics”, 679-706.

43. MacKay, Donald MacCrimmon. Information, mechanism and meaning, vol. 134, 151-153.

44. bid., 147.

45, Lyons, ,Discovering the Significance of 5 sigma”, 1310.1284.

46. Gustafson, Rice, ,The effects of uncertainty frames in three science commmunication topics”, 679-706.
47.Pinch, Bijker, ,The social construction of facts and artefacts: Or how the sociology of science and the sociology
of technology might benefit each other”, 399-441. Shwed, Bearman, ,The temporal structure of scientific
consensus formation”, 817-840.
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mai mult decat o convergenta a opiniilor si care implica si o evaluare complexa a dovezilor, modelelor
si teoriilor existente intr-un anumit domeniu, la un anumit moment. Incertitudinea de consens propusa
de Gustafson si Rice*® se refera la absenta consensului stiintific intr-o anumita problema. Ea poate fi
onesta (atunci cand consensul stiintific chiar lipseste) sau construita artificial (atunci cand consensul
stiintific exista, Tnsa rezultatele cercetarii continua sa fie privite cu scepticism la nivel de societate,
pentru ca interesele comerciale sau politice pot influenta felul in care informatiile stiintifice sunt
prezentate de jurnalisti). Cateva teme n care exista consens stiintific, desi ele continua sa fie dezbatute
de societate sunt vaccinurile, evolutia si natura schimbarilor climatice*. Atunci cand diverse grupuri de
interese enunta in mod fals lipsa unui consens stiintific si raspandesc astfel de idei in societate spunand
cé stiinta nu are un rdspuns clar, ele fabrica incertitudine. Indoiala ,este cea mai bund metoda de a
concura cu dovezile factuale existente in mintea publicului general”, spunea un memo care a circulat
n industria tutunului Tn 1969%. Cei doi autori aratd cum industria tutunului si cea a combustibililor fosili
au semanat indoiala cu scopul de dezinforma, sugerand in mod fals ca nu este clar daca tutunul creste
riscul de cancer de plamani, si nici daca Incalzirea globala este provocata de om.

Tnacest context, lainceputul anilor 1990, a aparut o noud ramura a sociologiei cunoasterii: agnotologia®'.
In contrast cu epistemologia, care studiazd cunoasterea, agnotologia studiaza introducerea in mod
deliberat a ignorantei, a neincrederii si a incertitudinii, adesea cu scopul de a influenta opiniile sau chiar
de a vinde un produs, manipuland publicul folosind date stiintifice inexacte sau chiar inselatoare. in era
internetului, propagarea ignorantei se face chiar mai usor, deoarece oricine isi poate asuma rolul de
expert, facand astfel ca informatiile inselatoare si inexacte sa ajunga la un numar mare de persoane®?,

4. Incertitudinea stiintifica propriu-zisa

Stiinta evolueaza in ritm accelerat si de multe ori cunoasterea devine invechita sau depasita, de aceea
afirmatiile pe care le facem astazi ar putea sa fie invalidate 1n viitor. Incertitudinea stiintifica propriu-
zisa, aparuta ca efect al evolutie stiintei si al mecanismelor de corectare a acesteia apare marcata in
articolele de presa prin afirmatii precum: ,Potrivit informatiilor/studiilor disponibile in acest moment...”
sau ,Felul in care intelegem COVID-19 s-ar putea schimba in viitor, insd momentan oamenii de stiinta
cred ca...". Pe perioada crizei sanitare de COVID-19, datorita volumului mare de lucrari peer reviewed si
preprint publicate zilnic, informatiile stiintifice erau actualizate constant, unele studii contrazicandu-le
pe cele publicate in presa in zilele anterioare.

Provocari in comunicarea incertitudinii stiintifice

Din postura lor, in care creeaza o legatura intre lumea cercetarii si societate, jurnalistii care acopera
stiinta cauta sa gaseasca un echilibru fin, creand produse care sa creasca gradul de intelegere publica a
stiintei si sa genereze discutiiin societate pe temele legate de stiinta, fara insa a suprasimplifica stiinta®.
Ei sunt, cu alte cuvinte, la mijlocul a doua culturi: una a rigurozitatii stiintifice si o alta a simplificarii
informatiei, pentru ca aceasta sa fie inteleasa rapid. Bucchi®* spune ca produsele jurnalistice care ating
subiecte din sfera stiintei sunt comparate cu lucrarile de cercetare, fapt careli face pe oamenii de stiinta
sa concluzioneze ca stiinta ar fi reprezentata in mod gresit in presa. Pe de o parte, cercetatorii percep
unele diferente intre comunicarea in interiorul profesiei lor sicomunicarea cu publicul general, eventual
prin intermediul jurnalistilor. Una dintre diferente este legata de continutul comunicarii, intrucat exista
conceptia potrivit careia comunicarea stiintifica ar fi specializata si deci ar fi peste nivelul de cunostinte
al publicului general. O alta problema tine de faptul ca cunoasterea stiintifica este validata in cercul
inchis al cercetatorilor, fara vreo implicare directa a publicului in acest proces®®. De partea cealalta,
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jurnalistii care acopera stiinta adera la aceleasi reguli care guverneaza profesia lor in ansamblu, printre
care obiectivitatea, corectitudinea, echilibrul si acuratetea informatiei prezentate®®. Totusi, jurnalismul
de stiinta vine cu provocari suplimentate, pentru ca una dintre datoriile jurnalistilor este sa cunoasca
consensul stiintific si s&-1 urmeze, evitand astfel raspandirea unor informatii invalidate de stiint3. Tn
cazul relatarilor pe teme precum schimbarile climatice si asa-zisa legatura dintre vaccinuri si autism,
exista un consens stiintific clar, astfel ca ideea de a cita toate partile, inclusiv pe cele care neaga
consensul, creeaza incertitudine si contribuie la prelungirea unor false dezbateri in societate care pot
avea consecinte grave®, asa cum s-a intdmplat si in cazul pandemiei de COVID-19.

Modul in care jurnalistii iau decizii privind subiectele acoperite si unghiul de abordare poate fi
influentat de pregatirea lor profesionala in domeniul stiintelor si de experienta pe care o deprind acestia
acoperind domeniul o perioada mai lunga de timp®8. Studiile arata ca exista situatii in care jurnalistii cu
mai putinad experienta sau fara studii in domeniul stiintei prezinta informatii preliminare sau complexe
ca fiind mai sigure decat sunt ele in realitate®, uneori din dorinta de a face subiectul mai usor de inteles
pentru public (motiv pentru care renunta la nuante si la ambiguitati), alteori din simpla incercare de a
respecta deadline-urile stranse.

Efectele incertitudinii stiintifice asupra publicului
Existd inca multe semne de intrebare in privinta felului in care publicul raspunde la incertitudinea
stiintifica. Studiile din domeniul stiintelor comunicarii realizate pe acest subiect au oferit rezultate
diferite. Majoritatea cercetarilor efectuate in 1980 si la inceput anilor 1990 sustin ca prezentarea
incertitudinii stiintifice n articolele jurnalistice prin includerea, de pild3, a limitarilor unor studii, ar putea
genera atitudini negative Tn randul publicului fatd de cercetatori. Potrivit lui Shanteau®, audientele Tsi
doreau ca expertii sa vina cu lucruri exacte si certe si sa fie siguri pe ei atunci cand comunica rezultatele
cercetarilor. Tot Tn acea perioada circula ideea potrivit careia discutarea incertitudinii are potentialul
de a reduce increderea oamenilor in stiinta, deoarece acestia ar fugi de ambiguitate®'. De asemenea,
parerea Tmpartasitd de mai multi cercetatori® era ca prezenta incertitudinii stiintifice in articolele
de presa ar face oamenii sa ramana cu ideile pe care le au sau care le convin mai mult, in loc sa-si
schimbe comportamentul, cata vreme ar exista perceptia ca oamenii de stiinta nu sunt siguri pe studii.
Cercetarile publicate mai recent, in special dupa anul 2000, par sa sustina in special ideea potrivit
careia prezentarea incertitudinii rezultatelor stiintifice are potentialul de a spori increderea audientei in
stiinta si Tn jurnalism®3. Cercetatorii din stiintele comunicarii au evidentiat faptul cd este important nu
doar dac# este comunicat incertitudinea, ci si cum si in ce context®*. In prezent, se vorbeste tot mai
mult de prezentarea clara a incertitudinii stiintifice in materialele de presa si in campaniile de informare,
pentru ca publicul sa poata lua decizii mai bune, acordand atentie nuantelor®®.

In cazul clasificarii incertitudinii stiintifice pe modelul propus de Gustafson si Rise®, se observa
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efecte diferite asupra publicului in functie de tipul de informatie prezentata. Incertitudinea de consens
ar produce frecvent rezultate negative in privinta increderii publicului in stiinta si In comunicarea ei,
in timp ce incertitudinea tehnica ar oferi cu precadere rezultate fie pozitive, fie nule. Situatia ramane
insa neclara in cazul incertitudinii de deficit, pentru care studiile care testau increderea publicului in
stiinta au oferit rezultate mixte. La fel se intampla si cu incertitudinea stiintifica propriu-zis3a, care de
asemenea pare sa produca efecte incerte la nivel social. In ultimii ani, analizele de continut realizate
pe articole jurnalistice®” arata ca jurnalistii ar tinde Tn numar tot mai mare sa includa informatii privind
incertitudinea stiintifica In articolele lor, in special in textele ample si atunci cand apare in calcul riscul.
Tn situatiile in care prezint3 incertitudinea, profesionistii media tind s& mentioneze in special nevoia de
cercetari suplimentare, limitarile lucrarilor prezentate, controversa in randul oamenilor de stiinta, dar si
sansele ca anumite lucruri sau situatii sa se intample®,

Concluzii si directii viitoare de studiu

Studierea modurilor In care jurnalistii comunica incertitudinea stiintifica este de actualitate atat in aria
jurnalismului medical, cat siin alte nise ale jurnalismului de stiinta, inclusiv cel de mediu. Astfel de studii
pot imbogati perspectiva asupra felului in care media transmite informatia stiintifica in contextul in
care publicul este tot mai des victima a dezinformari si a interpretarilor eronate. Asadadar, intelegerea
tehnicilor si strategiilor de comunicare a incertitudinii poate ajuta la combaterea ideilor false privind
subiectele stiintifice, inclusiv in situatii speciale, cum este o crizd sanitara globala. Literatura de
specialitate in domeniului transmiterii incertitudinii stiintifice in jurnalism nu e clara in privinta efectelor
pe care le au unele tipuri de incertitudine asupra publicului, zona care ar putea fi aprofundata prin
cercetari viitoare. Acestea pot sonda, de pilda, daca pregatirea publicului in domeniul stiintelor
afecteaza sau nu felul in care acesta recepteaza incertitudinea. De asemenea, in contextul fierbinte
al dezinformarii, se poate urmari in ce masura publicul este vulnerabil la incertitudinea fabricata.
Studii viitoare ar putea observa si modul in care jurnalistii iau decizii privind includerea sau excluderea
incertitudinii stiintifice in articolele lor, prin interviuri semi-structurate. Ar mai fi utila si analizarea unei
posibile legaturi intre pregatirea si experienta jurnalistilor care acopera stiinta si felul in care acestia aleg
sa trateze incertitudinea stiintifica in materialele lor. Analiza literaturii de specialitate a mai aratat ca
exista putine studii care sa urmareasca dinamica temporala a redarii incertitudinii in articolele de presa
in diferite nise ale jurnalismului de stiint3. In plus, noile tehnologii de tipul NLP/AI pot fi utilizate pentru
analize de sentiment si de emotie, oferind cercetatorilor instrumente avansate pentru a intelege mai
bine potentialele reactii si perceptii ale publicului. Aceste tehnologii permit analiza rapida si eficienta a
unor volume mari de date textuale.
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Abstract: This paper presents the importance of Korean cultural diplomacy, as an important soft
power tool through which the Asian state consolidates the positive image of the Korean peninsula
in the world. Similar to the soft power of the United States of America and Japan, the Republic of
Korea also has an indirect and private cultural diplomacy enforced by K-Pop singers and Korean movie
stars, and a direct cultural diplomacy financed by various agencies of the Korean government or even
Korean universities. The “"Korean Wave” phenomenon will be briefly introduced in the first part of the
article. It appeared in East Asia in the 1990s and afterwards spread to the Middle East, North America
and Europe. The influence of this private cultural diplomacy in Romania is discussed, as well as how
Korean culture became more widespread with the help of three important Romanian universities. In
the last part of the paper, we will concentrate on the way in which Korean cultural diplomacy influences
Romanian public libraries. In order to better illustrate the spread of Korean culture in libraries we used
the example provided by the "Petre Dulfu” County Library and “Octavian Goga” Cluj County Library.
Although the Korean influence is only at the beginning in Romania, we see that the funding offered by
Korean entities improve the Korean book resources in libraries, which assists the dedicated librarians in
preparing better programs to promote Korea.
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As public libraries “struggle to justify their existence in a world of 24/7 access increasingly evaluated
by profit-based, commercial metrics™, it is of no surprise that the institutions and their librarians have
to be in a continuous state of transformation so that they can remain relevant for the community in
the new times, where access to information is usually a click away. Firstly, library buildings must be
changed in order to accommodate readers in a “third space”, a place in which the patrons can visit
eagerly after work or school, but before going home, to relax, read, or develop. Secondly, the librarian
needs to go beyond their traditional role of custodian of knowledge that stores and preserves physical
and digital items and become either a cultural mediator or a life-long learning educator.

In this context of transformation, the patrons encounter specially arranged spaces within the libraries
that introduce a foreign culture or the culture of a national minority. These spaces are called cultural
corners or cultural windows. These cultural spaces were made possible through the funding of various
agencies from the country of origin of the respective cultures or through the donation of patrons. For
example, at the "Octavian Goga” Cluj County Library, there are: the American Corner; the Multicultural
Hall with the Francophone Corner, the Hungarian Corner, the Polish Corner, the Ukrainian Corner

1. James K. ElImborg, “Libraries as the Spaces Between Us: Recognizing and Valuing the Third Space,” Reference &
User Services Quarterly, no. 4 (2011): 338.
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and the Indian Corner; as well as the Korean and Japanese Shelf at the “Traian Brad” Branch. In these
spaces, the patrons can find resources regarding a culture and enjoy nonformal educational activities.
Therefore, through these spaces the patrons benefit from cultural diplomacy, which is developed by
the foreign countries indirectly.

1. Cultural Diplomacy

In our opinion, the title of ambassador Cynthia P. Schneider’s article, “Cultural Diplomacy: Hard to Define,
But You'd Know It If You Saw It™?, is the best way to define this concept because “[c]urrently, there is
no academic consensus on its definition"®. A simple definition is offered by Milton C. Cummings, who
explains that cultural diplomacy “refers to the exchange of ideas, information, art, and other aspects of
culture among nations and their peoples in order to foster mutual understanding”. Another definition
is offered by Arndt Richard, who affirms that cultural diplomacy “only exists when the governments
pay attention to this complex field, try to make sense of the chaos, attempt to configure the chaos,
and afterwards put it at the service of the ‘national interest™s. Therefore, we can say that cultural
diplomacy is more a one-way street, which is used by the nations as a tool of soft power, i.e. “the ability
to get what you want through attraction rather than coercion or payments. [As] [i]t arises from the
attractiveness of a country’s culture, political ideals, and policies".

Among the countries that managed to use, more or less effectively, cultural diplomacy as a tool
of soft power, we can mention the United States of America, the People’s Republic of China and
Japan. The United States of America succeeded to “communicate the intangibles that make America
great: individual freedom; justice and opportunity for all; diversity and tolerance”” mainly through the
private sector, especially Hollywood movies and television series. Another component of the United
States of America’s cultural diplomacy is the programs developed through the American Centers and
American Corners, which are important “places to learn about US culture and the values of American
society”®. Another important state that developed strong cultural diplomacy is the People’s Republic
of China, through the Confucius Classrooms and Confucius Institute, which “is a non-profit public
organization affiliated with China’s Ministry of Education™. Through this institute and the international
channel CGTN, the Chinese state reinforced the multimillennial Chinese culture, but also their new
humanitarian values. Last but not least important, Japan, through various institutions, promoted
the traditional Japanese values and culture, but did not put an emphasis on the ultramodern side,
such as Japanese Pop Music, “"Haruki Murakami's literature, anime and otaku culture®, as these are
not considered authentic Japanese culture. Although their modern culture is not promoted by the
Japanese state, through the translation of manga (Japanese comic books) by various publishing
houses around the world and the distribution of Japanese Pop Music by international musical channels
and companies, private entities have contributed to Japanese cultural diplomacy.

2. The Korean Wave
The Korean Wave, also known as “Hallyu” in Korean, is the process through which Korean culture
has spread “beginning in East Asia in 1990s and continuing more recently in the United States, Latin

2. Cynthia P. Scheneider, “Cultural Diplomacy: Hard to Define, But You'd Know It If You Saw It,” The Brown Journal
of World Affairs, no.1 (2006): 191.

3. Mariano Martin Zamorano, “Reframing Cultural Diplomacy: The Instrumentalization of Culture under the Soft
Power Theory,” Cultural Unbound. Journal of Current Cultural Research, no. 8 (2016): 180.

4. Milton C. Cummings, “Cultural Diplomacy and the United States Government: A Survey.” American for the Arts,
published on June 26, 2009. https://www.americansforthearts.org/sites/default/files/MCCpaper.pdf.

5. Richard Arndtd, “¢Cultura o propaganda? Reflexiones sobre medio siglo de diplomacia cultural en Estados
Unidos,” Revista Mexicana de Politica Exterior 85 (2009): 31.

6. Joseph S. Nye, Soft Power. The Means to Success in World Politics (New York: Public Affairs, 2004), x.

7. Cynthia P. Schneider, “Diplomacy that Works: "Best Practices’ in Cultural Diplomacy,” Interarts, accessed on
April 21,2024, 2. https://interarts.net/descargas/interarts667.pdf.

8.Natélia Goda and Michaela Ciefovaa, “Cultural Diplomacy of Selected Countries in a Comparative Perspective,”
Folia Geographica, no. 2 (2019): 178.

9. Ibid., 181.

10. Kazuo Ogoura, “Japan’s Cultural Diplomacy, Past and Present,” Peace and Culture, no.1(2009): 52.
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America, the Middle East, and parts of Europe™. The term of Korean Wave “was coined by the Chinese
mass media in 2001 responding to a rise in popularity of South Korean pop culture products and
stars”. Hallyu does not include only Korean pop music, although the “Korean wave music has become
wildly popular [and] [t]he K-pop fandom is passionate to the point of obsessive™. In truth, this wave
encompasses movies and television series, manhwa (Korean comic books), literature, and so on. The
Korean wave has spread all over the world, as information and entertainment are available at the click
of a mouse or by the simple touch of a smartphone screen. Therefore, it is of no surprise that the Hallyu
also influences Romanians, in general, and the Romanian younger generation, especially. According
to Valentina Marinescu and Ecaterina Balica, in Romania, the Korean culture has entered through the
distribution of Korean television series and Korean pop music by various television channels (TVR 1,
TVR 2, National TV, N24 Plus, Euforia TV), the movies shown at the Transylvania International Film
Festival, the cultural and language courses offered by universities and non-profit organizations, the
events organized by the Embassy of South Korea and the shows presented by Korean theater groups
at various events™. Because Korean productions are not widely distributed on television channels
with a larger audience, such as PRO TV or Antena 1, and the Romanian public is not accustomed with
reading manhwa in physical form, it can be argued that the Korean Wave is not a wave, “just a Korean
breeze", as is the case of Poland.

As teenagers listen to Korean music, they become fascinated by the way in which Korean musical
bands, such as BTS (Bangtan Sonyeondan) or BigBang, promote their culture through music, and want
to better understand them. Therefore, many of the teenage fans around the world “started to learn
Korean as an impact of watching BTS music videos that they wanted to understand better"®.

3. Korean Cultural Diplomacy

After the difficult periods of the Japanese colonization of the Korean Peninsula (1910-1945) and the
Korean War (1950-1953), the Republic of Korea, under President Park Chunge-hee (1961-1979), focused
more on the economic development and industrialization of the country. At the same time, the
government made some attempts to promote the national culture through international artistic events,
such as the world-wide performances of traditional art forms put on by the Korea Gugak Center from
1964 to 1979. Moreover, the quality of the movie industry had improved, being less harshly censored by
the government than the television channels, which had “drawn favorable attention abroad”". By 1993,
South Korea had its first civilian president, Kim Young-sam, and the country changed its development
policy by adopting the globalization trend (segyehwa). Therefore, in 1997, the Ministry of Culture and
Sports implemented the promotion of the Top Ten Symbols of Korean Culture: the hanbok (Korean
traditional clothing), Hangeul (the Korean Alphabet), Kimchi and Bulgogi (traditional foods), Bulguksa
and Sukgulam (Buddhist temples), Taekwondo (a Korean traditional martial art), Koryeo Insam
(Ginseng), the traditional mask dance, Jongmyo (the Royal Ancestral Shrine), Seollak Mountain and
Korean artists of international caliber'®. Under President Roh Moo-hyun (2003-2008), it was decided to
broaden the national cultural symbols to the “100 national (minjok) cultural symbols encompassing both

11. Sue Jin Lee, “The Korean Wave: The Seoul of Asia,” Elon Journal of Undergraduate Research in Communications
2 (2011): 85.

12. Keehyeung Lee, "Mapping Out the Cultural Politics of the Korean Wave in Contemporary South Korea,” in East
Asian Pop Culture: Analysing the Korean Wave, ed. Beng Huat Chua and Koichi Iwabuichi (Hong Kong: Hong Kong
University Press, 2008), 176.
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(New York: Routledge, 2020), 17.
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traditional and modern culture™®. Furthermore, during the same presidential mandate, a new cultural
policy framework, Creative Korea, was devised which meant that the Korean economy would orient
itself more towards the content industry and less on the production industries. This new policy led to
the creation of non-governmental cultural organizations such as the Korea Creative Content Agency
(KOCCA), Korea Foundation for Cultural Industries Exchange (KOFICE), and the program expansion of
the Korea Foundation, which is funded by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. All these non-governmental
organizations have as a main goal the expansion of the Korean Wave throughout the world*. Among
these agencies, the Korea Foundation is the most known, as it has a dedicated program towards the
development of the Korean language courses in universities, improving the Korean book funds in
libraries, expanding the Korean exhibitions in various museums, and helping movies and performative
arts be exposed to the rest world.

3.1. Korean Cultural Diplomacy and Romanian Universities
As the “Korean Breeze” has prompted more and more Romanians to be interested not only in K-Pop
music and Korean movies, but also Korean culture and literature, new Korean spaces were opened
in Romanian universities to sustain the development of the Korean culture. The Korean program at
Babes-Bolyai University began in 1997, when, with the help of KOICA and Korean volunteer instructors,
language courses were offered at the Faculty of Letters. Starting with 2005, with the funding of the
Korea Foundation, Park Youngsuk arrived at the Cluj-Napoca university and breathed new life into the
program. As the Korean language courses attracted more and more people, the Korean Cultural Center
was opened in 2007 in the Faculty of Economics and Business Administration of the Babes-Bolyai
University in Cluj-Napoca. The Center was meant to sustain the new Korean language and literature
program and promote Korean culture more effectively in the Romanian community, as the space
previously occupied in the Faculty of Letters was limited?. The Korean Cultural Center managed to
attract more young adults and teenagers with their current collection of 2,000 books, which led to
the creation of a Korean Corner in the Library of the Faculty of Letters in November 2023, through a
collaborative effort involving the “Lucian Blaga” Central University Library of Cluj-Napoca, “the Embassy
of South Korea, Babes-Bolyai University, [the] Korea Foundation, but also being sponsored by the local
Asian food store, Taste of Asia"?2. This is the third Korean Corner opened in a Romanian University.
The Romanian-Korean Studies Center “was established in December 2011 at the Romanian-
American University (RAU), being part of [the] Department of Asian Studies"® and rapidly became an
important cultural center, where students could learn about the Korean language and culture “both
onsite and [in an] online format"?*. Moreover, since 2016, the Romanian-Korean Studies Center is a site
for the Testing of Proficiency in Korean (TOPIK). As the center offers more and more courses, it is of
no surprise that the first Korean Corner in Romania was opened at this location in May 2021. During
the opening of the Korean Corner, the participants were witness to “eye-catching performances and
events — from Samulnori, a traditional musical performance, to modern-day K-Pop dances, as well as a
special exhibition"?. Another important Korean Corner was opened in November 2022 at the Faculty
of Foreign Languages and Literatures of Bucharest University. The Korean Section was established
at Bucharest University in 2005 and offers both an undergraduate BA program and graduate studies

19. Ibid., 437.

20. Ibid., 440-442.

21. Youngsuk Park, “Korean Studies at Babes-Bolyai University in Cluj-Napoca, Romania,” Journal of Korean
Studies, vol. 10 (2009): 96-102.
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23. Oana Vasiliu, “Diana Peca, the Romanian-Korean Studies Center: | think that any close encounter with another

culture is opening new doors and perspectlves Business Rev:ew last modified June 12, 2023, https://business-
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through the Masters of East Asian Studies®®. Furthermore, the King Sejong Institute, a Korean teaching
institute funded by the government of the Republic of Korea, was opened in 2020 at Dimitrie Cantemir
Christian University?. Since its inauguration, the King Sejong Institute has regularly organized Korean
language and culture classes, while also focusing on traditional Korean music and teaching Korean
musical instruments.

3.2. Korean Cultural Diplomacy in Romanian Public Libraries

When talking of Korean cultural diplomacy in Romanian public libraries, we can discover two major
ways in which the Korean influence has entered these spaces. On one hand, we have the case of
the “Petre Dulfu” County Library, which managed to ensure a donation of documents from Kangnam
University. On the other hand, we have the Korean Shelf at the “Octavian Goga” Cluj County Library,
created from books initially donated by the Korea Foundation and expanded through the continuous
winning of new grants of books from the same organization. The first contact of the “Petre Dulfu”
County Library with the Korean culture was between 2 and 28 November 2007 when, through the
mediation of professor Youngsuk Park from the Korean Cultural Center of Babes-Bolyai University
and with the help of the South Korean Embassy, the Jiwon Park Yangjun Calligraphy Exhibition was
organized at the library in Baia Mare?®. After only 4 years, on 29 June 2011, the Korean Corner of the
“Petre Dulfu” County Library was inaugurated in the presence of the president of Kangnam University,
Ph.D. Shinil Yoon, and the general director of the library, Ph.D. Teodor Ardelean. The Korean Corner in
Baia Mare has 833 documents, the majority of which are books for learning Korean, but there are also
books on Korean culture and history, Korean literature and even some Korean movies and television
series. Furthermore, the charm of this Korean Corner is given by “the traditional South Korean costume,
hanbok, a number of ritual drums, some Korean masks and a traditional painting scroll”?®. Unfortunately,
there were no recent workshops or events related to Korean culture organized at the library, despite
the fact that such programs could shine a brighter spotlight on the collection and increase the interest
of children and teenagers in this small, but diverse collection.

InJuly 2019, long before the development of the Korean Shelf, alibrarian specialized in Asian languages
initiated a summer workshop, “Asian Wisdom”, at the “Traian Brad” Branch of the “Octavian Goga” Cluj
County Library. During the period of this activity, children and teenagers learned about Asian cultures
and were taught the Korean alphabet. In September 2019, the same librarian organized the “Club
of Asian Strategy Games™°, which took place both at the “Traian Brad” Branch and the Multicultural
Room within the headquarters of the “Octavian Goga” Cluj County Library. Moreover, starting with the
summer of 2020, the librarian specialized in Asian languages initiated the summer-vacation workshop
on the Korean language, named “Discover Korea!”, wherein approximately 12 children managed to learn
the Korean alphabet and some introductory notions. During the following summer, the workshop was
repeated, and this time 20 children were eager to learn the Korean language and the Asian games
presented.

At the end of November 2021, the librarians at the “Traian Brad” Branch managed to organize a Korean
Shelf with a fund of approximately 90 documents on the premises, the majority of the books bearing
the stamp of the Korea Foundation coming from the Reading Room collection of the headquarters.
This fund is composed of volumes of Korean literature (in English and Romanian), books on Korean
history and society, autobiographies of fugitives from North Korea and the works of Kim ll-sung, the
first North Korean leader. This collection is meant to further the development of the teenagers who

26. “The Opening of Korea Corner at University of Bucharest and Award for Contribution to Hangeul (Korean
Language) Development,” Nine O’Clock, last modified November 25, 2022, https://nineoclock.ro/2022/11/25/the-
opening-of-korea-corner-at-university-of-bucharest-and-award-for-contribution-to-hangeul-korean-language-
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cantemir-19159/.

28. Park, “Korean Studies at Babes-Bolyai University in Cluj-Napoca, Romania,” 103.

29. VIadut Burde, “Oaza de intelepciune coreeana din Baia Mare,” Bibliotheca Septentrionalis. Revista Bibliotecii
Judetene “Petre Dulfu” Baia Mare, no. 2 (2014): 10.

30. Among the Asian strategy games that the teenagers learned, | would mention Hasami shdgi, a variant of Shogi
(Japanese Chess), Hanafuda (Flower Cards), Xiangqi (Chinese Chess) and Janggi (Korean Chess).
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participate in the activities on the Korean culture and language and want to further their study about
the Korean society. Therefore, after the Korean Shelf was inaugurated, the “Discover Korea!” program
was transformed from a summer program into a year-round activity.

During 2022 and 2023, "Discover Korea!” attracted over 200 participants to its more than 70
activities. Additionally, at the end of 2021 and beginning of 2022, we applied for 2 grants through the
“Distribution of Korean Studies Resources” program offered by the Korea Foundation, through which
we received 171 documents at the end of 2022. Furthermore, we submitted a new application within
the same program in 2023 and we received 26 documents. These new stocks of documents refreshed
the Korean shelf and helped the librarian with the development of new activities during the “Discover
Korea!” workshops.

The “Discover Korea!” programs in 2023 and 2024 included not only learning the Korean alphabet,
but also learning the grammar of the language and some hanja (the Chinese characters used in Korea).
Furthermore, the cultural activities of this program are not just listening about Korean history and
culture, but also painting traditional lamps, Korean masks (hahoetal) and drums; creating a traditional
turtle ship, the traditional Korean hat (gat); painting and recreating the Korean peninsula puzzle map;
playing traditional Korean®' and Asian games®, and Asian-themed board games®; reading manhwa;
watching short history videos; using apps such as lwitness when learning about the crimes committed
by the Japanese during the occupation, and comparing them with the Holocaust, and so on.

Another innovative teaching approach that needs to be taken into account is the use of the 3D
printer during the “Discover Korea!” workshops. This enabled the children to learn how to design a
keychain with their name written in Hangeul, transform an image of the Korean map into a 3D model
with the design program Tinkercad, or design their own Janggu drum, which could be personalized
with a 3D pen after printing.

The “Traian Brad” Branch held special events, such as "With or without a mask” during the “Night
of the Libraries” on 29th September 2023, when 10 children and teenagers painted a traditional
Korean mask, the celebration of the “International Day of Theater” in March 2024, when 25 children
from a neighboring school learned about traditional Asian masks and painted a Korean fan and mask.
Furthermore, during the “Korean Culture Week” (4-9 December 2023), the Korean Department of
Babes-Bolyai University organized two workshops at the “Octavian Goga” Cluj County Library. The first
workshop was organized at the “Traian Brad” Branch, and the children had the opportunity to create
a traditional Korean painting. The second one was organized at the Multicultural Hall in the central
building of the Cluj County Library and the professors offered a calligraphy workshop for children to
write in Hangeul.

Although the initiative to promote the Korean language and culture at the “Traian Brad” Branch of
the “"Octavian Goga” Cluj County Library is rather new, through the development of the Korean Shelf
and innovative Korean language and culture workshops, we try to attract more children and teenagers
to embrace the diversity of this globalized world by learning a unique foreign language and reading
from the small, but varied collection of Korean books, and therefore, deepening their knowledge of the
Korean peninsula.

In conclusion, we can affirm that, although the spread of interest in the Korean culture and society
is just beginning in Romania, the creation of Korean Corners within the universities that develop
Korean studies programs, with the direct involvement of the Korean Embassy in Romania, and the
development of Korean collections and Korean workshops at public libraries, such as the “Petre Dulfu”
County Library and “Octavian Goga” Cluj County Library, helps the spread of Korean language and
culture. Furthermore, through various programs, the Korean agencies, universities and government
develop a Korean Cultural Diplomacy that sustains the efforts of universities and libraries to reach
people interested in finding out more about Korea.

1"

31. Among the Korean games used during the workshop | would mention Tuho (a Korean Pitch-Pot Game), Janggi
(Korean Chess), Yutnori (Traditional Korean Boardgame), Jul-gonu (Strategic Korean Boardgame) and Hwatu
(Korean Flower Card Game).

32. Among the Asian games used during the workshop | would mention Hasami shogi, a variant of Shogi (Japanese
Chess), Xiangqi (Chinese Chess), and Go.

33. Among the Asian theme boardgames used during the workshop | would mention Hanamikoji, Okiya, Takenoko,
Samurai Sword, Lanterns, Hanabi and Niwa.



18]]|68

Bibliography

Arndt, Richard. “sCultura o propaganda? Reflexiones sobre medio siglo de diplomacia cultural en
Estados Unidos.” Revista Mexicana de Politica Exterior 85 (2009): 29-54.

Bakd, Rozalia Klara. “Global Stars on Local Screens: BTS and Its 'Army"." In Acta Universitatis Sapientiae,
Communication, no. 7 (2020): 151-165.

Burde, VIadut. “Oaza de intelepciune coreeand din Baia Mare” [Oasis of Korean Wisdom at Baia Mare].
Bibliotheca Septentrionalis. Revista Bibliotecii Judetene “Petre Dulfu” Baia Mare, no. 2 (2014): 10.

Canavan, Brendan. Contemporary Consumption, Consumers and Marketing: Cases from Generation
Y and Z. New York: Routledge, 2020.

Cummings, C. Milton. “Cultural Diplomacy and the United States Government: A Survey.” American for the Arts.
Published on June 26. 2009. https://www.americansforthearts.org/sites/default/files/MCCpaper.pdf.

Elmborg, K. James. “Libraries as the Spaces Between Us: Recognizing and Valuing the Third Space.”
Reference & User Services Quarterly, no. 4 (2011): 338-350.

Goda, Natélia, and Michaela Ciefovaa. “Cultural Diplomacy of Selected Countries in a Comparative
Perspective.” Folia Geographica, no. 2 (2019): 172—189.

“Inaugurarea Institutului King Sejong din Bucuresti, care va functiona sub tutela Universitatii Crestine
Dimitrie Cantemir” [The inauguration of the King Sejong Institute in Bucharest, which will operate under
the auspices of the Dimitrie Cantemir Christian University]. Economistul. Last modified September
9, 2020. https://www.economistul.ro/stiri-si-analize-business/inaugurarea-institutului-king-sejong-
din-bucuresti-care-va-functiona-sub-tutela-universitatii-crestine-dimitrie-cantemir-19159/.

Kang, Hyungseok. “Contemporary Cultural Diplomacy in South Korea: Explicit and Implicit Approaches.”
International Journal of Cultural Policy, no. 4 (2015): 433-447.

“Korean Corner — Grand Opening.” Romanian Journal. Last modified May 20, 2021. https://www.
romaniajournal.ro/spare-time/korea-corner-grand-opening.

Lee, Keehyeung. “Mapping Out the Cultural Politics of the Korean Wave in Contemporary South Korea.”
In East Asian Pop Culture: Analysing the Korean Wave, ed. Beng Huat Chua and Koichi Iwabuichi,
175-190. Hong Kong: Hong Kong University Press, 2008.

Lee, Sue Jin. “The Korean Wave: The Seoul of Asia.” Elon Journal of Undergraduate Research in
Communications, vol. 2 (2011): 85-93.

Marinescu, Valentina and Ecaterina Balica. “Audience Perceptions and Representations of Korea: The
Romanian Experience.” In The Global Impact of South Korean Popular Culture. Hallyu Unbound,
ed. Valentina Marinescu, 89-104. Lanham: Lexington Books, 2014.

Nye, S. Joseph. Soft Power. The Means to Success in World Politics. New York: Public Affairs, 2004.

Ogoura, Kazuo. “Japan’s Cultural Diplomacy, Past and Present.” Peace and Culture, no.1(2009): 44-54.

Park, Youngsuk. “Korean Studies at Babes-Bolyai University in Cluj-Napoca, Romania.” Journal of
Korean Studies, vol. 10 (2009): 96-108.

Scheneider, P. Cynthia. “Cultural Diplomacy: Hard to Define, But You'd Know It If You Saw It.” The
Brown Journal of World Affairs, no.1 (2006): 191-203.

Scheneider, P. Cynthia. "Diplomacy that Works: "Best Practices™ in Cultural Diplomacy.” Interarts.
Accessed on April 21, 2024. https://interarts.net/descargas/interarts667.pdf.

Szalkowska, Emilia. “"No Wave, just a Korean breeze in Poland.” In Korean Wave, ed. The Korean Herald,
194—-201. Seoul: Jimoondang, 2008.

“The Opening of Korea Corner at University of Bucharest and Award for Contribution To Hangeul
(Korean Language) Development.” Nine O'Clock. Last modified November 25, 2022. https://
nineoclock.ro/2022/11/25/the-opening-of-korea-corner-at-university-of-bucharest-and-award-
for-contribution-to-hangeul-korean-language-development/.

Tulug, Ramona Stefania. “Inauguration of Korean Corner at Babes-Bolyai University in Cluj-Napoca,
Romania.” Honorary Reporters. Last modified November 22, 2023. https://honoraryreporters.
korea.net/board/detail.do?articlecate=1&board_no=16189&tpIn=1.

Vasiliu, Oana. “Diana Peca, the Romanian-Korean Studies Center: | think that any close encounter with another
cultureis opening new doors and perspectives.” Business Review. Last modified June 12,2023 https://business-
review.eu/profilesl/interviews-interviews/diana-peca-the-romanian-korean-studies-center-247166.

Wade, James. "Korea's Film World: History and Trends.” In Korean Dance, Theater and Cinema, ed.
Korean National Commission for UNESCO, 195-205. Seoul: Si-sa-yong-o-sa Publishers, 1983.
Zamorano, Mariano Martin. “Reframing Cultural Diplomacy: The Instrumentalization of Culture under the

Soft Power Theory.” Cultural Unbound. Journal of Current Cultural Research, no. 8 (2016): 165—-186.

57


https://www.americansforthearts.org/sites/default/files/MCCpaper.pdf
https://www.economistul.ro/stiri-si-analize-business/inaugurarea-institutului-king-sejong-din-bucuresti-care-va-functiona-sub-tutela-universitatii-crestine-dimitrie-cantemir-19159/
https://www.economistul.ro/stiri-si-analize-business/inaugurarea-institutului-king-sejong-din-bucuresti-care-va-functiona-sub-tutela-universitatii-crestine-dimitrie-cantemir-19159/
https://www.romaniajournal.ro/spare-time/korea-corner-grand-opening
https://www.romaniajournal.ro/spare-time/korea-corner-grand-opening
https://interarts.net/descargas/interarts667.pdf
https://nineoclock.ro/2022/11/25/the-opening-of-korea-corner-at-university-of-bucharest-and-award-for-contribution-to-hangeul-korean-language-development/
https://nineoclock.ro/2022/11/25/the-opening-of-korea-corner-at-university-of-bucharest-and-award-for-contribution-to-hangeul-korean-language-development/
https://nineoclock.ro/2022/11/25/the-opening-of-korea-corner-at-university-of-bucharest-and-award-for-contribution-to-hangeul-korean-language-development/
https://honoraryreporters.korea.net/board/detail.do?articlecate=1&board_no=16189&tpln=1
https://honoraryreporters.korea.net/board/detail.do?articlecate=1&board_no=16189&tpln=1
https://business-review.eu/profiles1/interviews-interviews/diana-peca-the-romanian-korean-studies-center-247166
https://business-review.eu/profiles1/interviews-interviews/diana-peca-the-romanian-korean-studies-center-247166

Transilvania 10 (2024)

58

Exploring Neutrality in Romanian Public Libraries

Claudia SERBANUTA

Fagaras Research Institute, Communities of the Future
Corresponding author emails: claudia.serbanuta@gmail.com

Exploring Neutrality in Romanian Public Libraries

Abstract: This exploratory study investigates the experiences of Romanian public librarians in
maintaining neutrality both in their traditional library roles and as contributors to Wikipedia. Romanian
librarians, shaped by a legacy of censorship and information control, are now practicing in a rapidly
evolving digital landscape that challenges their commitment to neutrality. This study combines
semi-structured interviews with 10 editors of Romanian language Wikipedia, including five public
librarians, to explore how they interpret and apply the principle of neutrality in both physical and digital
environments. Key findings reveal a persistent tension between the ideal of neutrality and the realities
of personal bias, external pressures, and the lack of continual formal training. Librarians expressed
frustration with balancing personal beliefs and professional responsibilities, particularly in areas like
collection development and public service. Additionally, their roles as Wikipedia editors highlight
the difficulty of maintaining the Neutral Point of View (NPOV) in collaborative, digital spaces. The
study recommends targeted professional development programs to support librarians in navigating
neutrality, verifiability, and intellectual freedom in both traditional and digital contexts. Future research
should expand to include a larger sample of librarians and explore the intersection of professional
librarianship and digital platforms across various national settings.

Keywords: Librarian neutrality, Wikipedia editing, Digital information ethics, Romanian librarianship,
Professional development, Public libraries

Citation suggestion: Serbanutd, Claudia. “Exploring Neutrality in Romanian Public Libraries.”
Transilvania, no. 10 (2024): 58-65.
https://doi.org/10.51391/trva.2024.10J07

no
e

Introduction

Public libraries are institutions that play a critical role in fostering democratic practices through
equitable access to information. As spaces for knowledge and learning, libraries strive to ensure that
diverse viewpoints are represented, providing individuals access to materials and services without bias
or restriction. According to the IFLA Guidelines for Public Libraries, “the public library should strive
to be inclusive and representative of all groups and perspectives,” underscoring the library’s duty to
reflect the diversity of the communities they serve. In line with this, the IFLA Public Library Manifesto
states that “The pubilic library shall, in accordance with its mission, acquire, preserve, and make available
the widest variety of materials, reflecting the plurality and diversity of society.” This commitment to
inclusivity and diversity reinforces the idea that libraries must offer a broad range of perspectives,
ensuring that all community members can find relevant resources.

This effort toward neutrality extends to decisions on collection development, programming, and
service offerings, all of which must cater to the entire community without prioritizing any particular
viewpoint. However, the principle of neutrality has been increasingly challenged in recent years, as
societal divisions and exclusionary ideologies have gained prominence. Libraries now face mounting

1. “The IFLA-UNESCO Public Library Manifesto 2022," IFLA, Accessed October 28, 2024. https://www.ifla.org/
public-library-manifesto/.
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pressure to either censor or promote certain cultural products, creating conflicts over what should
be included in public collections. Despite these challenges, maintaining neutrality remains essential
to preserving the library’s role as a democratic, inclusive space where intellectual freedom thrives. In
Romania, where neutrality has been a relatively understudied concept in public libraries, this role is
complicated by the country’s historical context. Having emerged from an authoritarian regime in the
late 20th century, Romania’s democratic transition continues to shape the values and practices of its
institutions. The principle of neutrality in public libraries, while central to their mission worldwide, is
often difficult to uphold due to external pressures and subjective interpretations of what neutrality
means in practice. Public librarians, who are often at the frontline of these challenges, face the complex
task of balancing their professional duties with their own beliefs and the needs of a diverse public.?

To better understand these complexities, this study seeks to answer the following question: How
do Romanian pubilic librarians interpret and apply the principle of neutrality in both traditional library
settings and digital environments like Wikipedia? This inquiry explores how librarians navigate neutrality
in their daily work, considering both the challenges posed by personal biases and external pressures,
and the professional standards they must adhere to, particularly in the digital context of Wikipedia.

One of the growing areas where neutrality is particularly significant is in the digital context, with
platforms like Wikipedia relying on the Neutral Point of View (NPOV) principle. Wikipedia, as one of
the most visited websites globally, has transformed how information is accessed and shared.® Its
NPOV principle aims to ensure that articles remain unbiased, representing all significant viewpoints.*®
However, the interpretation and implementation of NPOV varies, particularly in smaller Wikipedia
projects such as the Romanian Wikipedia, where societal factors can influence how neutrality is applied.
Established in 2003, Romanian-language Wikipedia has grown to include over 500,000 articles and
a relatively small community of contributors committed to expanding knowledge in the Romanian
language. Public librarians who also serve as Wikipedia editors are uniquely positioned to navigate
these challenges, as their professional responsibilities in providing unbiased access to information
intersect with their roles in upholding Wikipedia’'s neutrality standards.

In Romania, the initiative promoted by Wikimedians of Romania and Moldova User Group, which
trains public librarians to contribute to Wikipedia, has brought these issues to the forefront.® Librarians,
who are accustomed to making subjective decisions in their day-to-day work, find it particularly
challenging to maintain neutrality when editing Wikipedia articles. This study explores how Romanian
public librarians navigate the principle of neutrality both within their libraries and as contributors to
Wikipedia, examining how they reconcile these roles in the context of Romania’s evolving democratic
landscape.

Methodology

This study employs a qualitative approach to explore how Romanian public librarians interpret and
apply the principle of neutrality, both in their professional roles and as Wikipedia editors. The research
involves two primary components semi-structured interviews and literature review. The study is
based on semi-structured interviews with 10 Romanian language Wikipedia editors, five of whom are
public librarians. The interviews focus on how these editors navigate Wikipedia’'s NPOV policy and how
they reconcile their ethical obligation to maintain neutrality in both Wikipedia and their library work.
Conducted between late 2022 and early 2023, these interviews were analyzed using HyperResearch
software, allowing for a detailed exploration of how librarians face neutrality challenges in different
contexts. The interviews explored the interviewees' experiences with neutrality in both Wikipedia

2. Nancy Kranich, ed., Libraries & Democracy: The Cornerstones of Liberty (Chicago: American Library Association,
2001).

3. Domantas, G. “Most Visited Websites Globally — Mapping the Digital Giants [2024 Updatel.” Hostinger Tutorials
(blog), September 13, 2022. https://www.hostinger.com/tutorials/most-visited-websites-in-the-world.

4. Wikimedia Foundation. “Neutral point of view — Meta.” Last modified September 28,2023, at 12:28 CET. https://
meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Neutral_point_of_view.

5. Wikimedia Foundation. “Wikipedia: Punct de vedere neutru.” Last modified June 10, 2023, at 12:40 EET. https://
ro.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Punct_de_vedere_neutru.

6. Ben Vershbow, “#1Lib1Ref Journal: Healing ‘Professional Trauma in Postcommumst Romanlan Libraries,” lef
(blog), January 26, 2022, https://diff.wikimedia.or

postcommunist-romanian-libraries/.
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and their professional roles as librarians, focusing on how they navigate the challenges of neutrality
in their day-to-day work. The respondents were asked how neutrality influenced their professional
decisions and their approach to engaging with users. As one respondent pointed out, providing neutral
information in libraries is about offering a range of verified sources and allowing users to draw their
own conclusions: “We need to provide as many sources of documentation as possible so each can
capitalize on them.” (Interview 7). The second component of this methodology involves a literature
review on the principle of neutrality in public libraries and Wikipedia. This review provides a framework
for the practical issues explored in the interviews, with a focus on Romanian libraries and the NPOV
principle in Wikipedia. This combined methodology offers a dual perspective—examining both the
challenges posed by neutrality and the real-world experiences of Romanian librarians who must adhere
to this principle in their daily work.

Neutrality in Public Libraries

In the context of public libraries, neutrality refers to the institution’s responsibility to provide unbiased
access to a wide variety of information and perspectives without promoting or endorsing specific
ideologies, political views, or religious beliefs. This neutrality is important in upholding intellectual
freedom and ensuring that the library serves all members of the community equally. Neutrality has
long been a cornerstone of public librarianship, with libraries striving to provide unbiased access to
information for all users. This commitment is emphasized in the ALA’s Intellectual Freedom Manual,
which outlines how neutrality is essential in preventing censorship and supporting a wide range of
viewpoints in library collections and services.” By adhering to these principles, libraries ensure that they
remain democratic spaces where intellectual freedom can thrive. However, this ideal is not without its
challenges, especially in politically charged environments.

However, modern libraries are also service-oriented institutions with a mission to improve society
through knowledge creation and community support.® This mission often involves providing resources
and programs that may challenge strict neutrality by prioritizing social inclusion, intellectual freedom, and
the empowerment of marginalized voices. From a professional perspective, 21st century public libraries
strive to balance neutrality with a commitment to equitable access and addressing community needs—an
approach that reflects not only unbiased access but active engagement in democratic and civic processes.®

In the last half century, particularly in North America, public libraries have emphasized intellectual
honesty over complete impartiality, ensuring that diverse perspectives are accessible while advocating
for values that support social good." Literature on librarianship in democratic societies has contributed
to this nuanced approach, allowing libraries to maintain their role as inclusive, community-centered
institutions while navigating the complex challenges of politically charged environments.

When libraries face ethical and political pressures—as is the case in many countries, including
Romania—a commitment to neutral evaluation across various aspects of their work provides librarians
with a principled approach to these challenges. This helps ensure that decisions regarding collection
development, policies, and programs align with the library’s mission of equitable access and intellectual
freedom, rather than external influences. Neutrality, while central, is just one of the core principles of
modern librarianship. Understanding and applying this principle requires intention and responsibility,
ensuring it complements other foundational values in a balanced approach.™

In the Romanian context, where libraries have historically been influenced by political
regimes, the role of neutrality has become even more complex. A search of Romanian library
journals such as Biblioteca and the Romanian Journal of Library and Information Science
yielded no articles directly addressing the topic of neutrality in Romanian libraries. This lack

7. ALA Office for Intellectual Freedom, Intellectual Freedom Manual, 9th ed. (Chicago: American Library
Association, 2017).

8. R. David Lankes, The Atlas of New Librarianship (Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 2011), 117, https://doi.org/10.7551
mitpress/8755.001.0001.

9. Lankes, Atlas of New Librarianship, 121. Amy Carlton, “Are Libraries Neutral?,” American Libraries Magazine,
June 1, 2018. https://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/2018/06/01/are-libraries-neutral/.

10. Carlton, “Are Libraries Neutral.” Emily J. M. Knox, “Supporting Intellectual Freedom: Symbolic Capital and
Practical Philosophy in Librarianship,” Library Quarterly 84, no. 1 (2014): 8-21, 18. Marshall Breeding, “Libraries Are
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of discourse indicates that, while neutrality is formally recognized in Romanian library ethics
codes, it has not been the subject of significant professional discussion or analysis. Romanian
libraries” Ethical Code for Library Employees explicitly includes the principle of neutrality, stating:
“Impartiality and independence—a principle whereby employees are obligated to maintain an objective,
neutral attitude toward any political, economic, religious, or other interests in carrying out their duties.””
Despite this ethical foundation, the absence of research suggests that the practical application of
neutrality in Romanian libraries remains under-explored. This study seeks to fill that gap by examining
how librarians navigate this principle in both library settings and their contributions to Wikipedia.

Neutrality in Wikipedia

The NPQV policy has been a subject of scholarly interest, particularly regarding its role in maintaining
neutrality across various language communities. Larger Wikipedia projects, such as the English
Wikipedia, benefit from a broad base of contributors, which enhances the diversity of perspectives
and helps mitigate bias.”® However, smaller Wikipedia projects, such as the Romanian Wikipedia, face
more significant challenges. The Romanian Wikipedia, with over 500,000 articles, has a relatively small
community of editors. This close-knit group often faces difficulties maintaining neutrality, especially
on contentious topics such as politics and history. The limited number of contributors means that
debates can become heated, and the same editors may revisit biased articles without achieving
consensus.” This has led to editor burnout and disengagement, as well as an ongoing struggle to
adhere to Wikipedia's NPOV policy. Public librarians, trained through initiatives like Learning Circles and
Courses provided by Wikimedians of Romania and Moldova User Group, are increasingly becoming
contributors to Romanian Wikipedia.’> However, these librarians report difficulty in applying neutrality,
given that their day-to-day work often involves subjective decision-making in collection development
and user services.” Their experiences highlight the tension between professional neutrality in libraries
and the practical challenges of adhering to NPOV on a collaborative online platform like Wikipedia.

Results

The interviews revealed a range of attitudes toward neutrality among Romanian librarians that illustrate
that this is a valuable approach in looking at the library services and training. Several key themes
emerged, such as the importance of verifiability, the challenges of maintaining neutrality in collection
development, and the balancing act between personal biases and professional responsibilities.

Neutrality and Verifiability

Verifiability is a core content policy in Wikipedia that requires information to be sourced from reliable,
published sources, ensuring that articles can be fact-checked and that content is grounded in credible
evidence. According to Wikipedia, “Verifiability means that other people using the encyclopedia can
check that the information comes from a reliable source. Even if you're sure something is true, it must be
verifiable before you can add it.""” This policy emphasizes the importance of using published, authoritative
sources to support the integrity of information and to ensure that Wikipedia articles remain neutral. While
neutrality in libraries encompasses a broader mandate, including not favoring any ideological, political, or
religious stance, for Wikipedia editors the principle of verifiability is a more practical framework to guide
their writing towards neutrality. As such, we use verifiability here as a support for neutrality.’®

12. Biblioteca Ordseneasca Mircea Radina, “Codul Etic - Biblioteca Mircea Radina Segarcea Dolj,” January 29, 2014.
https://biblioteca-segarcea.oltsoft.ro/despre-noi/codul-etic/.

13. Shane Greenstein and Feng Zhu, “Open Content, Linus’ Law, and Neutral Point of View,” Information Systems
Research 27, no. 3 (2016): 618—35, https://doi.org/10.1287/isre.2016.0643.

14. Sorin A. Matei and Cristian Dobrescu, “Wikipedia's ‘Neutral Point of View": Settling Conflict through Ambiguity,”
The Information Society, vol. 27, no. 1 (2011): 40-51.

15. Claudia Serbanuta and Mihai Constantinescu, “Learning by Wikipedia’s NPOV Principle: An Online Dynamic
Experience,” International Conference on Virtual Learning, vol. 17 (2022): 205-216, https://doi.org/10.58503/icvl-
v17y202217.

16. Vershbow, “#1Lib1Ref Journal.”

17._Wikipedia Foundation, "Wikipedia: Verifiability,” last modified October 24, 2024, at 17:23 (UTC), https://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Verifiability.

18._Wikipedia Foundation, “"Wikipedia:Verificabilitate,” last modified February 23, 2021.
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Historically, the principle of verifiability has been part of the mission of public libraries, particularly
in their role as gatekeepers of information. Librarians have long been tasked with curating collections
that provide accurate, credible, and diverse viewpoints. This practice aligns with the profession’s
broader commitment to intellectual freedom and neutrality, ensuring that library users have access
to trustworthy resources.” 2° As information professionals, librarians have traditionally relied on peer-
reviewed publications, official documents, and other authoritative sources to build and maintain their
collections.

In Romanian public libraries, the ethics code reinforces this commitment, requiring that
librarians maintain impartiality and objectivity in their work. This ethical framework mirrors
Wikipedia's emphasis on verifiability, as both institutions prioritize the dissemination of reliable
information to the public. Librarians frequently emphasized the importance of verifiability as
central to maintaining neutrality in both Wikipedia and library work. Providing access to reliable,
verified sources was seen as a core part of the librarian’s role. As one respondent explained:
“You must provide reliable sources that can be made available to the user.” (Interview 5). This focus
on verified information aligns with the professional commitment to neutrality, ensuring that users
receive accurate and unbiased information. However, maintaining this standard is not without its
challenges. Some librarians admitted that their personal preferences occasionally influenced their
professional recommendations. One participant confessed: “Many times, when someone asks me for
a recommendation, | tend to suggest what | personally like.” (Interview 7). This illustrates the difficulty
of separating personal tastes from professional duties, even for those committed to neutrality.

This ongoing struggle highlights the challenge of balancing verifiability with neutrality, as librarians
become aware of and carefully navigate their own biases while ensuring access to reliable information.
In both their library roles and their contributions to Wikipedia, librarians face the complex task of
maintaining these principles in the face of external pressures and internal preferences. This struggle
is also evident in the area of collection development, where the responsibility of selecting materials
that reflect a wide range of perspectives forces librarians to confront their biases while ensuring that
collections remain diverse and neutral.

Neutrality in Collection Development

One of the core responsibilities of librarians is collection development, a process that has historically
been fraught with challenges regarding neutrality. Public libraries have long been tasked with curating
collections that reflect a wide range of perspectives while avoiding censorship or bias. This principle
is deeply embedded in the ALA Library Bill of Rights, which underscores the importance of providing
access to all viewpoints, even those that may be unpopular or controversial.?! Similarly, the ALA
Intellectual Freedom Manual highlights how neutrality helps librarians navigate complex collection
development decisions, ensuring that materials are selected based on intellectual merit rather than
external pressures.??

However, this ideal has often clashed with political, religious, and social pressures, particularly in
times of societal struggles. For instance, during the Cold War, many libraries in both the Eastern
and Western blocs faced pressure to promote ideologically aligned materials while excluding those
deemed subversive or contrary to state interests.2® Similarly, in more recent times, debates about what
constitutes “acceptable” literature have forced librarians to navigate complex and sensitive decisions
regarding representation, diversity, and neutrality in collection building.2*

In Romanian libraries, these challenges are exacerbated by limited resources and a lack of formal
training in balancing personal biases with professional responsibilities. Several respondents expressed
frustration with the inadequacies of the bibliographic systems they use and the difficulty of maintaining
a truly neutral collection. As one librarian observed: "You cannot create accurate bibliographies. The

19. Lankes, Atlas of New Librarianship,92.

20._ Amy Garmer, Rising to the Challenge: Re-Envisioning Public Libraries, The Aspen Institute, October 14, 2014,
36. https://www.aspeninstitute.org/publications/rising-challenge-re-envisioning-public-libraries/.

21.,ALA, "Library Bill of Rights,” accessed October 28, 2024, https://www.ala.org/advocacy/intfreedom/librarybill.
22. ALA Office for Intellectual Freedom, Intellectual Freedom Manual, 9th ed.

23.W. C. Koehler, Ethics and Values in Librarianship: A History (Lanham: Rowman & Littlefield, 2015).

24. John Buschman, Dismantling the Public Sphere: Situating and Sustaining Librarianship in the Age of the New
Public Philosophy (Westport, CT: Libraries Unlimited, 2006).
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content is very limited” (Interview 7). This illustrates the tension between the ideal of neutrality and
the reality of working with incomplete or biased bibliographies, particularly when proper training and
resources are not available.

The challenge of maintaining neutrality in collection development is closely tied to the struggles
librarians face in navigating Wikipedia's NPOV policy. Just as librarians must strive to offer balanced
collectionsintheirlibraries, they also grapple with maintaining neutrality when contributing to Wikipedia.
The decentralized and collaborative nature of Wikipedia makes this task even more complex, as editors
must engage with a wide range of perspectives and often conflicting viewpoints to ensure articles
remain neutral.

Engagement with Wikipedia's NPOV principle was a transformative experience for many of the
participants. Initially skeptical of Wikipedia's reliability, these librarians eventually came to appreciate
its focus on neutrality and verifiability. One respondent described their learning journey: "When
| edit Wikipedia, it simply comes to me... | can find the correct phrasing” (Interview 5). Even more:
so “Sometimes, it's hard not to let your personal opinion intervene, especially when the subject is
sensitive or controversial. | try to stick to the NPOV, but it's not always easy” (Interview 7). For these
librarians, contributing to Wikipedia enhanced their understanding of neutrality, influencing how they
approached neutrality in their libraries as well. Their reflection during interviews shed light on their
professional practices but also personal options when they were faced with taking a more neutral
position.

Discussion

Neutrality is a recognized value in public librarianship. While its practical application varies globally, as
it intersects with socio-political realities such as censorship, systemic discrimination, and injustice, the
principle of providing unbiased services and access to information for everyone remains fundamental.
In the Romanian context, following decades of censorship and information control, the findings
suggest that Romanian librarians are committed to upholding neutrality but face several obstacles.
The interviews revealed a recurring tension between the ideal of neutrality and the personal biases that
influence interactions with users and collection decisions.

Challenges to Maintaining Neutrality

Several interviewees acknowledged that maintaining neutrality in their professional roles was particularly
challenging in sensitive areas such as religion, vaccination, and gender inclusivity. Personal beliefs and
biases sometimes influenced their professional interactions, making it harder to adhere to the principle
of neutrality. As one respondent noted: “l am subjective when it comes to vaccination... | try to provide
information that is objective and easily verifiable, but it's difficult” (Interview 5). This reflects the ongoing
struggle to balance personal convictions with the professional requirement to remain neutral. In addition
to these challenges in providing services, librarians also face difficulties in maintaining neutrality when
contributingtoplatformslike Wikipedia.Onelibrarianshared thecomplexitiesofapplyingthe NPOV policy:
“Some editors simply don’t understand the concept of neutrality. They believe that adding information
from a personal or nationalistic perspective makes the content more valuable. This creates conflicts
and endless discussions, which makes the editing process frustrating.” (Interview 4). This highlights
the tensions between local, national perspectives and the global standards of neutrality required by
Wikipedia, which often lead to conflicts among editors.

Training and Professional Development

Oneofthekeybarrierstoupholdingneutralityisthelackof formaltraining, whichwasasourceof frustration
formany participants. Severallibrarians expressed the need for more targeted training programs focused
on neutrality, critical thinking and verifiability in both library work and Wikipedia editing. Critical thinking,
in particular, is a skill often associated with Wikipedia editing and is essential for navigating complex
editorial decisions while maintaining neutrality. As one librarian noted: “When | started editing Wikipedia,
[ realized how much effort it takes to maintain neutrality, especially when you're passionate about a topic.
It was a challenge to detach from personal beliefs and focus only on verifiable information” (Interview 8).
This underscores the challenge librarians face in navigating Wikipedia's NPOV policy, especially when
they are not equipped with adequate training to manage personal biases while ensuring the neutrality
and verifiability of the information they provide. Another participant highlighted the lack of structured
professional development opportunities that could support librarians in upholding neutrality: “l did not
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receive adequate training on how to maintain neutrality in our recommendations” (Interview 7).

The respondents identified a gap in their professional development that leaves many librarians
underprepared to address issues of neutrality, potentially hindering a professional approach to this
principle. Moreover, without an open, inclusive discussion on the value of neutrality and the role of
Romanian public librarians in upholding it, this gap is not merely an isolated issue. Instead, it reflects a
systemic challenge in a profession that often advances through individual or small group efforts rather
than a unified, collective development process.

Limitations and Future Work

This study’s findings are limited by its small sample size, which may not fully represent the broader
librarian community in Romania. However, engaging in in-depth conversations with professionals who
actively practice neutrality on Wikipedia provides valuable insights into how this principle is applied in
real-world contexts. These discussions offer a useful starting point for further exploration of the topic
and highlight the need for more comprehensive research. Future research should broaden the scope
to include a more diverse group of librarians from various regions and types of libraries. Expanding the
number of participants and utilizing a combination of qualitative and quantitative methods will provide
more generalizable insights. Additionally, future studies could examine the intersection of professional
librarianship and digital environments like Wikipedia more deeply, focusing on how neutrality is
navigated across both settings. Developing and implementing professional training programs that
emphasize neutrality, particularly in digital contexts, would be beneficial in supporting librarians as
they navigate the complexities of their roles. These programs could focus on how to apply neutrality in
collection development, user interactions, and online contributions, ensuring that librarians are better
equipped to maintain impartiality and verifiability in their work.

Conclusion

Neutrality remains a foundational principle in both public librarianship and Wikipedia editing. Romanian
librarians, shaped by a history of censorship and state control, face significant challenges in maintaining
this principle, particularly when personal biases and external pressures come into play. This study
highlights the ongoing struggles librarians face in adhering to neutrality, not only in their day-to-day
library roles but also in their contributions to Wikipedia, where the NPOV policy adds another layer of
complexity. The findings underscore the need for more structured support in the form of professional
development and training, which could help librarians better manage the tension between neutrality,
personal beliefs, and verifiability. Moreover, training in critical thinking, an essential skill for both librarians
and Wikipedia editors, would enhance their ability to make balanced, well-supported decisions in both
physical and digital environments. As Romanian librarians continue to navigate these challenges, their
role in fostering unbiased access to information remains critical. Expanding research on this topic and
developing resources to support librarians in upholding these principles will be essential for the future
of the profession.
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Introduction

Digital collections have been the staple of universities and university libraries everywhere for the past
two decades. It seems that there are not many such institutions today that do not pride themselves
with the amounts of digital versions of their items that they provide access to. At least in its first stages,
digitization seems to have been mainly aimed at making large quantities of documents accessible
to greater numbers of patrons. More recently, as these digital collections grew larger and larger, the
possibility (or the thought of) using these data for natural language processing (NLP) and text and
data mining (TDM) was also envisaged. However, this task proved to be particularly challenging, as the
technologies and techniques employed in the digitization process, the file formats, or the metadata
associated with these proved to be less adapted or useful to the kind of computational analysis desired
by researchers. They soon found out that, although large enough for their purposes, digital collections
also harbor large amounts of noise, which tend to render the documents in them as less useful than
previously thought'. To eventually make use of the vast quantities of data at their fingertips, some of
them have come up with methods of evaluating the quality of the available digital materials, in order to

1. Myriam C. Traub, Jacco van Ossenbruggen, and Lynda Hardman, “Impact Analysis of OCR Quality on Research
Tasksin Digital Archives”, in Research and Advanced Technology for Digital Libraries, ed. Sarantos Kapidakis, Cezary
Mazurek, and Marcin Werla (Cham: Springer International Publishing, 2015), 252—63. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-
3-319-24592-8_19.
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establish which of them are ready for analysis, and which necessitate corrections and revisions?.

In this article we advance such a methodology, which can be employed both to assess the accuracy
of large quantities of text in digital format, but also to identify recurrent OCR errors that can be easily
remediated afterwards. More specifically, we concentrate on PDF files, a very popular file format for
digital archives, that usually (and preferably) contain a text layer resulting from the process of Optical
Character Recognition (OCR). Evaluating the accuracy of the OCR is nonetheless a fairly difficult task,
especially in the absence of ground truth data (as is the case with our corpus). As numerous studies
have already demonstrated, developing reliable measuring techniques for the precision of digital texts
is still highly debated, with no consensus to this day regarding the most appropriate methods?.

Since the focus of our research is a corpus of Romanian literary texts, on which we intend to apply
distant reading* techniques, we are less interested in such issues as page layout, or the rendition of
the elements of paratext (header and footer information, page decorations, page numbers, etc.). What
concerns us are the actual literary texts contained in the digital text files themselves, and the possibility
of applying NLP and TDM, in order to derive new meanings and interpretations, that are unachievable
through traditional literary analysis. The fact that our corpus does not pose problems such as those
identified by Neudecker et alii.5, namely determining the layout and reading order of our texts (with
the exception of a few two-column texts), gives us enough of an excuse to safely ignore such issues.

Therefore, what interests us is how close is the text outputted by the OCR engine utilized in digitizing
the novels in our corpus to their printed version. To this end, we developed an automated method
that first cleans the digital text files of such elements like page breaks, headers, page numbers, page
decorations, etc., and then optimizes the texts for computational analysis — for instance, removing
hyphenation and line endings —, in order to obtain an unsegmented flow of text. Second, by employing
NLP, we segmented all of our texts into tokens and performed a search for each of the resulting tokens
in a set of custom-made lexicons, with the purpose of validating them as existing dictionary words.
Therefore, we measure accuracy at the word level rather than the character level, which is the focus
of some evaluation methods. This, we imply, gives us a decent enough estimation of the accuracy of
the literary texts contained in our corpus. This leads us to the third objective of our paper: to assess
how ready our corpus of digitally pre-processed files is for more complex TDM and NLP analyses.
Of course, there are limits to the methodology adopted here, which we are careful to point out in a
separate section.

Building the Corpus

The corpus of literary texts that we employed for our study is called The Digital Museum of the
Romanian Novel (DMRN). This archive, comprising over 1.200 Romanian novels published between
1845 and 1947, is the result of three research projects focused on digitizing works of fiction in order to
provide further insight through quantitative and computational analysis of texts written in Romanian.®
Building on the research opportunities, one of the main objectives of these research projects was the

2. A. Kim et al., “Cleaning Dirty Books: Post-OCR Processing for Previously Scanned Texts”, in Findings of the
Association for Computational Linguistics, Findings of ACL: EMNLP 2021 (Findings of the Association for
Computational Linguistics, Findings of ACL: EMNLP 2021, Punta Cana, Dominican Republic: Association for
Computational Linguistics, 2021), 4217-26; Margot Mieskes and Stefan Schmunk, “OCR Quality and NLP
Preprocessing”, 2019, 102-5, https://aclanthology.org/W19-3633; Beatrice Alex and John Burns, “Estimating and
Rating the Quality of Optically Character Recognised Text’, in Proceedings of the First International Conference
on Digital Access to Textual Cultural Heritage, DATeCH 14 (New York, NY, USA: Association for Computing
Machinery, 2014), 97-102, https://doi.org/10.1145/2595188.2595214.

3. For a fairly recent overview of the existing methods of OCR evaluation and a comparative test of these
methods, see Clemens Neudecker et al., “A Survey of OCR Evaluation Tools and Metrics”, in Proceedings of the 6th
International Workshop on Historical Document Imaging and Processing, HIP 21 (New York, NY, USA: Association
for Computing Machinery, 2021), 1318, https://doi.org/10.1145/3476887.3476888.

4. Franco Moretti, “Conjectures on World Literature”, New Left Review, no. 1 (1 February 2000): 54—68.

5. Neudecker et al., “A Survey of OCR Evaluation Tools and Metrics”.

6. Stefan Baghiu et al., “Muzeul Digital al Romanului Romanesc: Secolul al XIX-lea” (Sibiu: Complexul National
Muzeal ASTRA, 2019), https://revistatransilvania.ro/mdrr; Stefan Baghiu et al., “Muzeul Digital al Romanului
Romanesc: 1901-1932" (Sibiu: Complexul National Muzeal ASTRA, 2020), https://revistatransilvania.ro/mdrr;
Stefan Baghiu et al., “Muzeul Digital al Romanului Romanesc: 1933-1947" (Sibiu: Complexul National Muzeal
ASTRA, 2021), https://revistatransilvania.ro/mdrr.
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digitization of the original print editions of the novels. However, in certain cases, the research team had
to scan later editions, which we labeled consistently in our analysis using a unified naming scheme for
all the files.

The original format of the files in the digital archive was PDF, with a text layer provided by the Abbyy
OCR engine. To extract the text in plain-text format, we employed pdftotext,a command-line tool, part
of the poppler-utils package in Fedora Linux’. All resulting text files were then renamed according to a
custom metadata scheme. We, therefore, considered metadata such as the year of publication (“[y]"),
author (“[a]"), title (“[t]"), and, where applicable, subtitle (“[st]”), volume number (“[v]"), and the year of
any later digitized edition (“[e]”). Once we established this naming scheme, we manually checked the
names of the files for all the novels in our corpus.

One important mention we have to make is that we completely lack ground truth data for our
OCRed corpus?. This is due mainly to the fact that we lack the capacity to create such data, a task that
exceeds the possibilities of our research team (which is reduced to the signatories of this paper). Given
this limitation, we had to be creative and devise a methodology that would give us a decent enough
estimation of the accuracy of the texts in our corpus.

Methodology

Our methodology is similar to that employed by Alex and Burns®, and it involves passing all the files in
our corpus through a processing pipeline, as described in Fig. 1. Two main stages form the backbone
of the entire process. In the first one, the text files in our corpus underwent manual and automated
cleaning. And in the second, the output obtained from the first phase was processed automatically
with the help of a Python script that tokenizes and validates the resulting tokens against a set of
lexicons. The two distinct steps of our pipeline are detailed below.

Cleaning

Since we plan to conduct distant reading and text mining on our corpus, we first aimed to eliminate
elements that are irrelevant to the computational analyses we envision for our future research.
The corpus therefore went through what NLP practitioners call text sectioning™. This was a mainly
automated process, but it did include some manual work as well, namely removing title pages, tables
of content, authors’ dedications, prefaces and other editorial elements in the very first and last pages
of each document.

After the manual cleaning, all the files were further processed via a custom Python script. The script
mainly uses Regular Expressions (RegEx) and difflib, a standard Python library, and performs the tasks
detailed in Fig. 1. It was fairly successful at removing the unwanted elements in our corpus, although
in some cases, where the OCR produced large amounts of noise, the results were not as satisfying. In
one specific area, namely removing header elements (titles, subtitles, author names) with the help of
the difflib library, the script performed surprisingly well, despite the very frequent OCR transcription
errors that occur in this department. This library contains a function called get_close_matches which,
as the name implies, matches strings of text that are identical or similar to the one provided to it. With
a threshold that we set at 70% similarity for titles and subtitles, and at 60% for author names, the script
managed to match even severely distorted headers that were transcribed by the OCR engine during
scanning.

Anyway, as one can see from the aforementioned diagram, the script only exceptionally intervenes

7. https://poppler.freedesktop.org/.

8. For more details concerning the creation and usefulness of ground truth data, see Martin Reynaert, “On
OCR Ground Truths and OCR Post-Correction Gold Standards, Tools and Formats”, in Proceedings of the First
International Conference on Digital Access to Textual Cultural Heritage, DATeCH 14 (New York, NY, USA:
Association for Computing Machinery, 2014), 159-66, https://doi.org/10.1145/2595188.2595216;, Kimmo
Kettunen, Jukka Kervinen, and Mika Koistinen, “Creating and Using Ground Truth OCR Sample Data for Finnish
Historical Newspapers and Journals”, in Proceedings of the Digital Humanities in the Nordic Countries 3rd
Conference, ed. Eetu Makeld, Mikko Tolonen, and Jouni Tuominen, vol. 2084, CEUR Workshop Proceedings (Digital
Humanities in the Nordic Countries 3rd Conference, Helsinki, Finland: CEUR, 2018), 162—69, https://ceur-ws.org/
Vol-2084/#shortplusT.

9. Alex and Burns, “Estimating and Rating the Quality of Optically Character Recognised Text".

10. David D. Palmer, “Text Preprocessing”, in Handbook of Natural Language Processing, by Nitin Indurkhya and
Fred J. Damerau, 2nd ed. (Chapman and Hall/CRC, 2010), 10.
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on the texts in our corpus. Nevertheless, these exceptions need to be explained. One necessary
intervention was the replacement of apostrophes (') in Romanian compound words with the currently
agreed spelling mark, the hyphen (-). Since all of the novels in our corpus were published before the
adoption of uniform spelling rules at the national level, the spelling in these texts rather adheres to
editorial conventions and can be slightly different from one novel to another™. In any case, we consider
that this intervention is minimal and harmless, as it does not alter the meaning of our texts. Furthermore,
as we will explain in the next section, the lexicons and the NLP library we use are better adapted to this
orthography, the intervention therefore providing more precise results.

Another necessary intervention concerns orthography again. Our script automatically replaces cedilla
variants of the very frequent diacritics of the letters “S” and “T” with the ones agreed by the Romanian
Academy, namely those with commas. More precisely, the characters “S” (U+015E), “s” (U+015F), “T"
(U+0162) and “t" (U+0163) were substituted in all of our text files with “S” (U+0218), “s” (U+0219), “T"
(U+021A) and “t" (U+021B), respectively™. This is necessary in order to achieve uniformity in spelling
throughout the entire corpus, as the fonts used in the original print editions of the novels contained one
or the other variant of the said diacritics. The OCR engine appears to have captured these elements in
several cases, which artificially inflated the error rate in the subsequent stages of our research (i.e. in
matching the words in our lexicons)®,

The last intervention in the texts in our corpus is actually a correction of an OCR error. We decided
to replace all instances of the sequence “-1” (only if it is preceded by other alphabetic characters, i.e.
in elisions), with the sequence “-I". It is the only error that we dared to redress, simply because of the
consistency with which it showed up in our collection of texts, and because the correction did not, to
our knowledge, alter the meaning of the texts in any way™. We do have to admit that we agreed to this
because we observed that it improves the success rate of such downstream tasks as tokenization and
word validation, but we also agreed that the results cannot be considered to be artificial or forced.

Besides these, there are other minor, but important, operations that the script is performing, such as
removing page breaks, page numbers and page decorations, soft and hard hyphens, but also endline
characters. The end result of the cleaning script is an equal number of files to those inputted, each
one of them containing a continuous flow of text in a single line. We consider that this format is more
suitable for the downstream tasks that we are about to detail below, than the original output of the
OCR engine (generally one graphical row per line, in the text layer of the PDF file)™.

Token Validation

The second stage of our methodology mainly involves matching each word (or rather tokens) in each
of the texts in our corpus against a set of custom-made lexicons, in order to mark them as either true
or false dictionary words. But before detailing the processing of the text files in our digital archive, we
need to describe how we built the lexicons that we employed for word validation.

11. Despite the Romanian Academy’s efforts at uniformisation, which became increasingly visible in the late 19t
century, divergences due to the coexistence of “phonetic” and “etymological” principles have continued to impact
the evolution of the Romanian language. For further discussion, see G. lvanescu, Istoria limbii romane (lasi: Editura
Junimea, 1980), 709-26; Flora Suteu, “Introducere n studiul ortografiei romanesti”, in Sinteze de limba romand,
ed. Theodor Hristea, 3rd ed. (Bucuresti: Albatros, 1984), 174—-86.

12. The codes in parentheses are the standard Unicode notation for the mentioned characters.

13. The matter of Romanian diacritics is interestingly enough marked by controversy, especially with the advent of
word processors and digital documents. The whole story is documented in Lavinia Gliga, “Why We Need Diacritical
Marks”, DoR, 8 March 2011, https://www.dor.ro/diacritical-marks/.

14. We decided to implement this correction after manually reviewing some of the cases where the error appeared.
In all the cases that we reviewed the correction was warranted.

15. A more suitable format would have been that of text files with paragraphs on a single line of text. But since
paragraph detection and its transposition in plain text is very difficult, we opted for the solution adopted here.
For the difficulties regarding text extraction from PDF files, including paragraphs, see Hannah Bast and Claudius
Korzen, “A Benchmark and Evaluation for Text Extraction from PDF”, in 2017 ACM/IEEE Joint Conference on Digital
Libraries (JCDL) (2017 ACM/IEEE Joint Conference on Digital Libraries (JCDL), Toronto, ON, Canada: IEEE, 2017),
1-10, https://doi.org/10.1109/JCDL.2017.7991564 https://doi.org/10.1109/JCDL.2017.7991564. We also tested
the tool developed and provided by the researchers of this study, PdfAct (available at: https://github.com/ad-
freiburg/pdfact/), on some of the files in our corpus, and noticed that upon extraction some chunks of text were
missing in the output. We suspect that these were interpreted by the software as having other semantic roles than
that of body text and were consequently left out. For this reason, we ultimately avoided using this tool.
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In order to cover the range of possible words that appear in the novels under consideration here, we
established that the lexicons we were to utilize needed to cover: all (or most) parts of speech in the
Romanian language, that circulated up until the mid-20t" century (the upper time limit of our corpus);
all (or most) proper nouns that might occur in the text, such as person and place names.

Compiling the Lexicons

With these requirements in mind, we proceeded to build our word lists. The main lexicon was compiled
from the collected entries from two dictionaries from dexonline.ro, which are provided by the said
platform in StarDict format, under the GNU General Public Licence™. These were Lazar Sdineanu’s 6™
edition of the Universal Dictionary of the Romanian Language', from 1929, and The Dictionary of
Contemporary Romanian Literary Language™, published in four volumes, between 1955-1957. The two
dictionaries proved to be the optimal instruments for the tasks we had in mind, because not only are they
almost entirely transposed in digital form (dexonline claims they are >95% complete), but the spelling of
their entries are also closer to the written Romanian language of the first half of the 20* century (when
most of the novels in our corpus were published). Furthermore, they include the entire paradigm of the
flexible parts of speech, which makes them suitable for the ‘brute force’ type of approach we attempted
here. These two dictionaries were then merged into a single file, with all the duplicates removed™.

Alongside this file, which should account for most of the words in the novels of our corpus, we also
employed two more lexicons that were intended for validating person names and toponyms. For the
former task we collected the data amassed by the behindthename.com website, which offers access
to its database of surnames, given names and name synonyms?. All these were compiled into a single
file. As for the place names, we employed the data available in the GeoNames database?, which, as
behindthename.com, also covers the entire world and contains multiple variants of place names, which
are especially important in multi-lingual and ethnically diverse contexts, such as Romania. However,
due to the very large amounts of the available data, and in order to decrease the runtime of our script
to a reasonable duration, we decided to only collect the data available for Romania. This is one of the
limitations of our study, since we know from previous studies that literary works in our corpus do
mention numerous places outside Romania?>. Nevertheless, at the scale of the corpus (or even at the
scale of each novel), we consider that the instances of foreign place names are negligible.

Another strategy that we adopted in order to speed up the process of validation was to develop a
short lexicon of frequent words, which was the first of the four employed by our script, the other ones
being bypassed in case of validation. We compiled this lexicon from the ro-stories dataset, which is a
curated corpus of texts written by Romanian fiction writers, during the 19t and 20™ centuries?, which
we thought is suitable for the task at hand. We agreed that the most frequent 2.000 entries in this
corpus were enough for the first step in the validation process.

The Validation Process
As shown in Fig. 1, the validation stage employs several tools to meet the objectives of our study.
Besides spaCy?#, a fast NLP library for the Python programming language, employed here for sentence

16. These can be downloaded from https://dexonline.ro/unelte/.

17. Lazar S3ineanu, Dictionar universal al limbei romane, 6th ed. (S.I.: Editura Scrisul Romanesc, 1929).

18. Dimitrie Macrea, Emil Petrovici, and Al. Rosetti, Dictionarul limbii romine literare contemporane, vol. 1-4
(Bucuresti: Editura Academiei Republicii Populare Romine, 1955).

19. We do have to mention that the entries of the two aforementioned dictionaries were further supplemented
with variants of the words that contain the character “4”, namely those that contain the “I” character. For reasons
unknown to us, the two dictionaries did not list “I" variants of their entries. This again is an orthographic controversy
that further complicates work when dealing with written Romanian. The addition was realized via a Python script
that employed RegEx to match all the words containing “4" in our lexicon file and produce “I" containing variants.
20. Available at: https://www.behindthename.com/api/.

21. Available at: https://www.geonames.org/.

22.S. Baghiu et al., “Geografia romanului roméanesc (1901-1932): straintatea”, Revista Transilvania, no. 10 (2020):
1-11; S. Baghiu et al., “Geografia romanului romanesc (1933-1947): striinatatea”, Revista Transilvania 2021, no. 9
(2021): 1-9, https://doi.org/10.51391/TRVA.2021.09.01.

23. Available at: https://huggingface.co/datasets/readerbench/ro-stories.

24. Matthew Honnibal et al., “spaCy: Industrial-Strength Natural Language Processing in Python”, Python, 2020,
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.1212303.
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segmentation and tokenization?®, we also employed a language detection tool, namely lingua-py?,
in order to exclude from validation any sentences in languages other than Romanian. This is also a
limitation of our method, since it does not validate the foreign words that are frequently used by
authors in our corpus. However, we considered it to be completely unrealistic to compile lexicons that
would account for the multiple languages that one encounters when reading the novels in our digital
archive. Therefore, excluding these sentences (but not syntagms, or words!) from the pipeline was the
more reasonable manner to circumvent this problem, which we might address in future studies.

With these caveats out of the way, we can shortly describe the process of validation. The resulting
files of the previous step are first segmented into sentences using spaCy. These sentences are then
subjected to language detection using lingua-py. As stated in the instructions of this software, its
accuracy is greatly improved when the expected languages are already listed as parameters. Keeping
this in mind and considering the wide range of foreign languages present in our corpus — due to
Romania’s multicultural historical background and to the many cultural influences from abroad —
we decided to focus our detection efforts on the following languages: French, English, Hungarian,
German, Russian, Polish, Bulgarian, Greek, Serbian, and Italian?. The success of this step was mixed
and largely depended on the quality of the OCR for each file. Romanian sentences that were badly
transcribed were sometimes identified as foreign, and therefore excluded from the validation pipeline.
To mitigate this, we decided — after running some preliminary tests — to set lingua-py’s confidence
value to 0.85, a rather high value, which does not filter out some foreign language sentences, but also
limits misidentifying Romanian for a different language. And, as far as we can tell, lingua-py managed
to correctly identify quite a few sentences in the foreign languages that we listed as its parameters.
After separating the foreign sentences, the remaining presumably Romanian ones were tokenized
using spaCy, and the resulting tokens were uppercased. The script then filtered out such tokens as
punctuation, symbols, spaces and digits. In order to speed up the process, we identified the unique
tokens among those remaining, and then validated each token against our lexicons.

Results and Discussion
The output produced by our script was stored in a JSON file. This file contains, in addition to the
metadata of the text files (e.g., title, author, etc.), the foreign language sentences that were excluded,
as well as counts of valid and invalid tokens, for each individual entry in our corpus. This allowed us to
assess accuracy at the level of each novel in our digital archive. Our hypothesis was that the older the
print edition, the lower the accuracy of the OCR. As we suspected, the ratio of valid tokens improves
over time, as can be seen in Fig. 2, where each dot is an item in our corpus. We estimate that this has
to do with the fact that the Romanian written language began to stabilize in the first half of the 20"
century?8, The highest scores are therefore obtained by novels printed beginning with the turn of the
century and, of course, by later editions, where the original edition was not available for digitization.
At the global scale of the corpus, which contains a total of 70.109.489 word tokens, the average
validity score is 93%, while the standard deviation is at 7% (which we consider to be quite small, given
the diversity of original printed materials). We then wanted to see how many of the items in our digital
archive achieve a validity score of 85% or more, i.e. which documents can be deemed suitable for NLP
and TDM tasks. This is a purposely conservative number, given that, generally, meaningful results are

25. For these processes, see Palmer, “Text Preprocessing”, 15-27.

26. The developer and maintainer of this software claims it is “the most accurate natural language detection
library for Python”, and provides comparative tests with other similar software, but also detailed instructions to
reproduce these tests. For these reasons, we considered this library instead of other ones. See Peter M. Stahl,
“Pemistahl/Lingua-Py”, Python, 12 August 2024, https://github.com/pemistahl/lingua-py.

27. Latin was included in the initial stages of our research to account for the numerous instances of Latin phrases
and quotes in our corpus. However, our preliminary tests revealed that lingua-py often confused Romanian with
Latin, so we decided not to include it alongside the other languages mentioned.

28. The Romanian Academy initiated a series of spelling reforms throughout the 20t century, beginning with the
1904 reform. However, it is important to note that “significant changes” can only be attributed to the second half
of the century, particularly with the 1953 reform (i.e. after the latest year of publication of the novels in our corpus).
See Suteu, “Introducere in studiul ortografiei roméanesti”, 180-81; Radu Dragulescu, Istoria limbii roméne literare:
primele manifestdri (Sibiu: Editura Universita[Jii ,Lucian Blaga”, 2006), 34-37.
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already observable at a 70-75% accuracy threshold?. But we wanted to compensate for the reliability
of our measurements, which might be negatively affected by the limits of our methodology (which
are addressed in the following section). In the end, more than 93% of the texts in our corpus (i.e., 1165
items) achieved an 85% accuracy score or higher. With some caveats, that we are going to turn to
in the next section, we believe that most of the novels in our corpus are generally of a good-enough
quality for computational analysis.

A second concern regarding our digital collection was how to possibly devise post-OCR correction
methods and to improve our lexicons, since we suspected that some of the negatives in our evaluation
might actually be false negatives (i.e. correct words that are not in our lexicons). In order to achieve this,
we counted the unique tokens in every novel and derived the same statistics as above. The numbers this
time are significantly different. The average validity of unique tokens at the level of the entire corpus
is at 82%, with a standard deviation of almost 12%, while only 58% of the novels in our corpus (i.e., 719
items) achieved a validity score of 85% or higher. These results were also plotted in Fig. 3, contrasting
them to those previously obtained. We think that these numbers give us quite an accurate indication
of the level of noise inside each of the novels in our corpus. More than 77% of the false unique tokens
only occur once in the entire digital archive (836.625 false unique tokens out of 1.083.431 total). We
suspect that these and other false tokens occurring in small numbers are most of the time OCR errors,
with a very low probability of them being actual valid tokens, not present in our lexicons.

At the other end of the spectrum, i.e. where false tokens occur in high numbers, the results give us
precious indications as to the measures we can take to operate safe corrections in our corpus, and
the improvements we can bring to our lexicons. Regarding post-OCR correction, we found that such
tokens as INTR-, ISI, DC, PC, SC, CC, SI, which appear at the top of the list of high occurring false
tokens, are OCR errors that can be safely remediated by replacing them with their correct spellings:
INTR-, TSI, DE, PE, SE, CE, SI. More interestingly, tokens that with the naked eye seem to be valid
tokens, such as CE (U+0421, U+0415), O (U+041E), A (U+0410), PE (U+0420, U+0415), were correctly
marked as false, because the OCR engine transcribed them with cyrillic, instead of latin characters. All
of these tokens are stopwords, and therefore their erroneous OCRization might not negatively impact
analysis®®. Possibly more important than these are the false negatives we identified. Such tokens as
FEMEE, NEVOE, ESI, VIEATA, VOE, and others were invalidated by our script, given that they are not
in our lexicons, but they were very common written forms of the words FEMEIE, NEVOIE, IESI, VIATA,
VOIE in the first half of the 20" century. Such tokens can be added to our lexicons or, if their original
form negatively impacts computational analysis, they can be safely replaced with their contemporary
versions without altering the meaning of the original text.

Limitations

Before drawing our conclusions, it is important to acknowledge some limitations of our methodology.
While each of the following factors is not easily quantifiable, we believe they may have negatively
impacted the accuracy assessment to some extent.

- First of all, the text cleaning process certainly needs to be improved to also include post-OCR
corrections. However, this is quite challenging, as some of the methods attempted so far, such as spell
checking based on the probabilistic edit-operation error model, tend to introduce significant errors
into the original text3'.

- Language identification did not prove to be as accurate as expected, therefore in some cases

29. See Mark J. Hill and Simon Hengchen, “Quantifying the Impact of Dirty OCR on Historical Text Analysis:
Eighteenth Century Collections Online as a Case Study”, Digital Scholarship in the Humanities 34, no. 4 (1
December 2019): 837, https://doi.org/10.1093/llc/fqz024; Alex and Burns, “Estimating and Rating the Quality of
Optically Character Recognised Text”, 7. We do have to mention that Hill and Hengchen benefitted from ground
truth data in their measurements, and that their accuracy scores are actually F1 scores.

30. Or, conversely, they might not be identified as stopwords by other computer programs and software libraries,
and therefore end up in the final results. Therefore, their identification as false tokens is beneficial either way.

31. See Michel Généreux and Diego Spano, “NLP Challenges in Dealing with OCR-Ed Documents of Derogated
Quality’, in Workshop Proceedings “Replicability and Reproducibility in Natural Language Processing: Adaptive
Methods, Resources and Software” at IJCAI 2015 (Workshop on Replicability and Reproducibility in Natural
Language Processing: adaptive methods, resources and software, Buenos Aires, 2015), 6, https://www.
researchgate.net/publication/281112670_NLP_challenges_in_dealing_with_OCR-ed_documents_of_derogated

quality.
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Romanian sentences (very often misspelled) were excluded from the validation pipeline. Furthermore,
isolated foreign language words or expressions, which appear within Romanian sentences, certainly
also affected the validation process.

- Certain stylistic particularities of the literary text, such as the specific ways in which characters talk,
although correctly transcribed by the OCR engine, were nevertheless certainly marked as invalid. This
is another reason why post-OCR correction must be approached with caution.

- A considerable number of proper nouns (mainly toponyms and anthroponyms) were marked as
invalid, since they are missing from our lexicons. This is the case with toponyms outside Romania (not
included because of the sheer size of such a lexicon) and some Romanian names that are missing in
the Behind the Name database.

- One limitation we must acknowledge is the potential for false positives among the validated tokens
in our results. These likely arise from poor OCR, where the engine transcribed the original word as a
different, yet grammatically correct, word. As a result, these were marked as valid dictionary words by
our script.

- Our method evaluates individual tokens, but not their sequence in the text. There are cases when
the flow of text in some of the two-column editions of our novels was not properly identified by the
OCR engine. The graphical rows were therefore transcribed as such in the text layer of the PDF file and
ended up in our final corpus. Such cases, although rare, do sometimes receive high validity scores. The
same can be said for the cases where ‘junk’ resulting from the OCR engine’s attempts to transcribe
images is interpolated with the main text of the novel.

Conclusions
In this paper we outlined and tested a methodology for assessing the accuracy of large quantities
of OCRed literary texts, in the absence of ground truth data. Although the language in the files in
our corpus was Romanian, we believe that our method can be replicated on collections of digital
documents in any other language. The only problematic requirement is the availability of adequate
lexicons, which should include a comprehensive inventory of the words in that language — also
from a specific period, if that is the case —, in all their lexical forms. Other than this, the process is
straightforward, and we think it gives a decent enough estimation of the accuracy of an OCRed text
(of course, with the limitations outlined above). Moreover, as implemented here, the methodology can
be used to detect common OCR mistakes that can be safely corrected throughout the entire corpus,
as well as to identify common lexical forms of certain words that are missing from the utilized lexicons.

Regarding our case study — i.e. the novels in The Digital Museum of the Romanian Novel — we can
conclude that the OCR quality in most of them, particularly those published after 1900, is sufficiently
good for computational analysis. Of course, as noted by Hill and Hengchen,* it is also important to
consider the specific tasks at hand, as OCR quality affects the results differently depending on the
type of analysis being performed (such as co-location, topic modeling, etc.). We also believe that, with
smaller subcorpora (of genres, or periods, for instance), some of the limitations of our method can
be mitigated, making such targeted analysis an attractive research opportunity. Improvements in the
methodology are also within our purview.
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Fig. 1: The processing pipeline
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Fig. 2: The distribution over time of the ratio of valid tokens for each novel in our corpus (the colormap indicates
the year of the edition).
Fig. 3: The distribution over time of the ratio of valid tokens and of unique valid tokens for each novel in our corpus.
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Abstract: The article discusses the essential role of photography as a research tool in the disciplines of
history and ethnology, emphasizing its importance in documenting and preserving cultural memory. The
article elucidates the historiography of the evolution of photography in Bessarabia, both as an art form
and as a technology, which has made it an essential tool for documenting cultural diversity. The article
mentions the contributions of earlier researchers who have elucidated the history of photography in
Bessarabia and utilized the method of visual documentation in their research. These works opened new
research directions, emphasizing the importance of photographic archives in the study of history and
culture. It is affirmed that since the inter-war period, photography has been used as an important tool
in ethnographic research, contributing to the documentation of traditional culture. Examples include
the field expeditions conducted by the Romanian Social Institute, which captured various aspects of
everyday life in Bessarabian villages, the research carried out in the Moldovan SSR in 1944-1991, as well as
the experience of research from 1991 to the present. The conclusions contain the idea that photography
is an essential tool in historical and ethnological research, having the ability to capture visual, emotional
and social aspects of everyday life. The article proposes recommendations for increasing the value of
visual documentation, including digitization of photographs, organization of exhibitions and collaboration
between institutions to promote photography as a tool for research and education, etc.
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Introducere

Imaginea a devenit un suport informational din ce in ce mai important ih domeniul stiintelor umaniste,
iar reprezentarea vizuala se dovedeste a fi un mijloc mai eficient de transmitere a cunostintelor
comparativ cu textul. Aceasta evolutie subliniaza rolul esential pe care fotografia il are in cercetarea
si cunoasterea culturii, facilitdnd o intelegere mai profunda si mai accesibila a fenomenelor culturale.
Tn acest context, muzeele, in calitatea lor de institutii culturale, au dobandit o importants crescanda
in conservarea si prezentarea patrimoniului cultural. Utilizarea imaginilor in cadrul expozitiilor si
programelor muzeale s-a dovedit a fi deosebit de eficienta in procesul de educare si sensibilizare a
publicului cu privire la valoarea si semnificatia patrimoniului cultural. Fotografia, de la aparitie si pana
in prezent, a suscitat interesul unui numar considerabil de admiratori, artisti si cercetatori. Datorita
capacitatii sale de a‘inregistra imagini fidele ale realitatii, fotografia s-a impus ca un instrument esential
n documentarea si conservarea memoriei colective. In contextul cercetarilor istorice si etnologice din
Basarabia si Republica Moldova, actualitatea documentarii vizuale se evidentiaza prin multiple aspecte
esentiale, subliniind importanta fotografiei atat ca instrument de cercetare, cat si ca sursa de informatii
valoroase. Studiul fotografiei ca izvor si document istoric se dovedeste a fi deosebit de relevant si
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actual In cadrul cercetarilor istorice si etnologice contemporane. Evolutia fotografiei, atat ca forma
de artg, cat si ca tehnologie, a transformat-o intr-un instrument indispensabil pentru documentarea si
intelegerea istoriei, in special a diversitatii culturale.

In prezentul articol ne propunem s& analizam experienta valorificarii fotografieiin calitate de document
istoric siinstrument de cercetare, a aplicarii documentarii vizuale ca metoda de obtinere a cunostintelor
in domeniile istoriei si etnologiei in Basarabia si Republica Moldova. Pe parcursul studiului vom evidentia
faptul ca in spatiul geografic mentionat, exista o anumita traditie in aplicarea documentarii vizuale
si In utilizarea fotografiei Tn cadrul cercetarilor istorice si etnografice. Aceasta abordare va permite
o evaluare comprehensiva a rolului fotografiei in conservarea si studierea patrimoniului cultural si
istoric al regiunii, oferind totodata perspective noi asupra modului in care documentarea vizuala poate
contribui la o intelegere mai profunda a identitatii si evolutiei societatii.

Cercetarile referitoare la istoria artei fotografice in Basarabia

Aspecte ale istoriei fotografiei basarabene au fost elucidate in anul 1995, in studiile cercetatoarei
de la Muzeul National de Istorie a Moldovei, Maria Hasnas. In articolul ,Unele consideratii privind
istoria fotografiei in Basarabia™ este revelata pentru prima data in baza documentelor de arhiva si a
fotografiilor din Muzeul National de Istorie a Moldovei o scurta istorie a artei fotografice din Basarabia.
Este elucidata activitatea atelierelor fotografice, a primilor artisti fotografi, relatiile cu unele institutii
din afara regiunii si alte aspecte. Articolul a deschis o directie de cercetare noua in Republica Moldova
cu o perspectiva de dezvoltare, deoarece documente fotografice si de alte gen dar cu referire la
tema3, din secolul al XIX-lea se mai gasesc si In alte muzee, arhive dar si in colectii private. Aceiasi
cercetatoare intr-un alt studiu a enuntat pe langa problema ,istoriei artei fotografice” si pe cea a
valorii de document si de exponat a fotografiei2. Autoarea mentioneaza ca valoarea de document si
de exponat a fotografiei a fost inteleasa de insisi contemporanii epocii de sfarsit al secolului al XIX-
lea — inceput al secolului XX, deoarece muzeele din Imperiul Rus, dar si cele locale din Basarabia se
preocupau de adunarea materialului de teren pentru a ilustra cultura popoarelor, in acest sens dintr-
un ,document datat cu anul 1919, aflam ca studentul Universitatii din Sankt-Petersburg Kirmici a fost
delegat in Basarabia sa colecteze fotografii etnografice pentru Muzeul Impératului Alexandru al 111”3
De asemenea din articol aflam ca Muzeul Zemstvei din Basarabia infiintat in 1889 si Muzeul Societatii
Istorico-Arheologice Bisericesti constituit in 1906 au desfasurat o activitate de completare colectiilor
de fotografii inclusiv prin organizarea expeditiilor de teren. Autoarea concluzioneaza ca ,fotografii
basarabeni au constientizat calitatea de document a fotografiei inca din secolul al XIX-lea; fotografia
din Basarabia era reprodusa si difuzata prin carti, reviste, aloume si carti postale; in muzeografie,
fotografia a constituit, in primul rand, un document de lucru care inregistra anumite situatii de pe teren
de citre cercetdtorul muzeograf, dar si un document (eventual exponat), care imortaliza chipuri ale
unor personalitati remarcabile ale timpului, evenimente politice si culturale, aspecte ale vietii cotidiene,
tipuri umane, ocupatii si costume de epoca.* Faptele documentare elucidate, precum si concluziile
referitoare la valoarea de document a fotografiei sunt deosebit de importante studiului nostru referitor
la utilizarea documentarii vizuale Tn cercetare, or, artistii fotografi realizand fotografii in atelierele lor si
in deplasarile de teren din provincie au documentat realitatea societatii contemporana lor din multiple
perspective: social-economicd, politica si culturala.

Unele aspecte ale istoriei artei fotografice din Basarabia au fost relatate in anul 2002 in Revista ART-
hoc de cétre arhitectul si cercetatorul Eugen Bazgu. in articol sunt elucidate si aspecte artistice ale
activitatii fotografilor si ale valorii de document pe care o are fotografia. Autorul remarca faptul ca
Jprogresul tehnicli rezerva fotografiei un rol tot mai important in imperiul imagistic actual, iar ierarhizata
pe palierul valoric de la document la arta sublim3, fotografia nu a pierdut mult din magia fascinanta a
inceputurilor. Nu va pierde nici de acum incolo pentru ca satisface cu multa generozitate micul orgoliu

1. Maria Hasnas, ,Unele consideratii privind istoria fotografiei in Basarabia”, Tyragetia, nr. V-V (1994-1995 (publicat
n 1997)): 203-208.

2. Maria Hasnas, ,Fotografia — document si exponat. Retrospectiva”, Tyragetia, nr. IV-V (1994-1995 (publicat in
1997)): 287-291.

3. lbid., p. 289.

4. Ibid., 290-291.
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uman de asi imortaliza activitatea si chipul in trecerea continua a timpului.®

Remarcabila in abordarea istoriei fotografiei este cartea cercetatoarei Eelena Plosnita ,Fotografia
basarabeand”. Lucrarea este o incursiune n istoria artei fotografice n Basarabia in secolul al XIX-lea —
inceputul secolului XX. In lucrare autoarea elucideaza caile patrunderii artei fotografice in spatiul dintre
Prut si Nistru, precum si procesul de raspandire a activitatii de fotograf si a atelierelor lor. Importanta
este analiza si interpretarea metodelor utilizate si perfectate de artistii fotografi in Basarabia, precum
si aprecierea importantei fotografiilor care s-au pastrat in calitate de izvoare si instrumente pentru
cercetare. Dintre numeroasele idei importante desprindem ca ,Fotografia reprezinta ,un autentic izvor
istoric care poarta prin vreme mesajul generatiilor trecute™. Din paginile lucrarii desprindem ideea,
importanta pentru studiul nostru, ca 10 fotografii create de artistii din Basarabia: A. Sumovski si A.
Grosman au fost expediate In 1882 la Expozitia de la Moscova de la Manej, organizata de Societatea
Naturalistilor Amatori de pe langa Universitatea din Moscova’. Expozitia a avut un caracter etnografic,
si a avut menirea de a face cunostinta vizitatorilor cu cultura popoarelor din Imperiul Rus. De aici
desprindem ideea ca fotografia a fost utilizata pentru documentarea culturii traditionale a romanilor si
etniilor conlocuitoare din Basarabia pentru cunoasterea acesteia de catre publicul vizitator.

+Antologia fotografiei basarabene” de Mihai Potarniche, publicata in 2014 la editura Princeps, reprezinta
o lucrare esentiald pentru intelegerea istoriei si culturii basarabene prin intermediul fotografiei. Aceasta
antologie cuprinde 550 de fotografii artistice si documentare, care ilustreaza evolutia societatii din
Basarabia, de la cele mai vechi imagini din 1864 pana la evenimente recente, cum ar fi semnarea Acordului
de Asociere a Republicii Moldova cu Uniunea Europeana in 2014. Lucrarea este structurata in cinci
capitole, fiecare avand un rol specific in prezentarea contextului istoric si cultural. Primul capitol ofera
un argument introductiv, in care autorul subliniaza importanta pastrarii arhivelor fotografice ca parte a
patrimoniului national. M. Potarniche evidentiaza faptul ca fotografia a aparut in Basarabia in 1854, odata
cu deschiderea primului atelier fotografic de catre Eduard Glewski, marcand astfel inceputul unei traditii
fotografice care va deveni un instrument valoros pentru documentarea istoriei. Fotografiile incluse in
antologie sunt grupatein trei categorii: Chipuri, Evenimente, Locuri; Autori si viziuni; Fotografii ale timpului.
Aceasta clasificare permite o explorare detaliata a diversitatii subiectelor si a stilurilor fotografice, oferind
o imagine de ansamblu asupra vietii cotidiene, a evenimentelor istorice si a peisajelor din Basarabia. De
exemplu, imaginile din perioada interbelica surprind nu doar aspecte sociale, ci simomente de cotiturain
istoria nationald, cum ar fi raliul Chisindu-Hancesti din 1929 sau prima mare Adunare Nationala din 1989.
Un aspect remarcabil al lucrarii este utilizarea fotografiei ca document istoric. M. Potarniche subliniaza ca
fotografia nu este doar o forma de artg, ci si un instrument de inregistrare a realitatii, capabil sa surprinda
esenta unei epoci. Imaginile din antologie reflecta nu doar evenimentele marcante, ci si viata de zi cu
zi a oamenilor, oferind o fereastra catre trecut. De exemplu, fotografiile realizate in perioada 1919-1940
ilustreaza atat frumusetea culturala a Basarabiei, cat si dificultatile intdmpinate de populatie in timpul
regimului totalitar dupa ocuparea Basarabiei de catre URSS 2

~Antologia fotografiei basarabene” este o lucrare valoroasa care demonstreaza puterea fotografiei ca
document istoric. Prin intermediul imaginilor sale, M. Potarniche reuseste sa creeze o naratiune vizuala
a istoriei basarabene, invitadnd cititorii sa reflecteze asupra identitatii culturale si a mostenirii istorice
a regiunii. Aceasta antologie nu doar ca pastreaza amintirea trecutului, dar si contribuie la intelegerea
prezentului, subliniind importanta fotografiei in documentarea si interpretarea istoriei.

Important pentru elucidarea valorii de document istoric a fotografiei este Albumul ,Basarabia in actul
Marii Uniri de la 1918™. Albumul este o lucrare esentiala care ilustreaza drumul Basarabiei spre unirea
cu Romania n 1918, folosind fotografia ca document istoric. Aceasta carte nu este doar o colectie
de imagini, ci o naratiune vizuala care capteaza etapele majore ale evenimentelor din anii 1917-
1918. Fotografiile din aloum servesc ca dovezi vizuale ale unor momente cheie din istoria Basarabiei:
Imaginile surprind lupta pentru eliberare nationald, mobilizarea basarabenilor impotriva dominatiei

5. Eugen Bazgu, ,File din istoria artei fotografice in spatiul basarabean”, Revista ART-hoc, supliment la nr. 18 (2002):
3-5, 7-9, 11-16, 21-23, 25-26; Eugen Bazgu, ,File din istoria artei fotografice in spatiul basarabean” in Arhitectura
traditionald — memorie identitard, ed. Eugen Bazgu (Chisinau, 2018), 435-441.

6. Elena Plosnita, Fotografia basarabeand (Chisinau: Cartdidact, 2005).

7. lbid., 78.

8. Mihai Potarniche, Antologia fotografiei basarabene (Chisin3u: Ed. Princeps, 2014).

9. lon Turcanu si Mihai Papuc, Basarabia in actul Marii Uniri de la 1918 = Bessarabia in the Act of the Great Union
of 1918 (Chisindu: Stiinta, 2017).
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ruse, reflectand spiritul de rezistenta si dorinta de autodeterminare; Procesul de constituire a Sfatului
Tarii, fotografii ale primelor intalniri si discutii din cadrul Sfatului tarii ilustreaza procesul democratic
de formare a institutiilor care au condus la proclamarea independentei; Momentul istoric al unirii este
surprins in imagini care capteaza bucuria si entuziasmul populatiei, simbolizadnd un ideal national
realizat. Din paginile albumului distingem fotografii care ilustreaza dificultatile cu care s-au confruntat
basarabenii la sfarsitul anului 1917, evidentiind tensiunile sociale si politice; Imagini cu soldatii romani
care intra in Basarabia la cererea Sfatului Tarii marcheaza un moment de tranzitie si speranta pentru
populatie, documente vizuale care surprind transformarile sociale si administrative care au avut loc
dupa unire, reflectand adaptarea comunitatii la noile conditii.

Albumul ,Basarabia In actul Marii Uniri de la 1918" este o lucrare de referinta care demonstreaza
puterea fotografiei de a functiona ca document istoric. Acesta pastreaza amintirea unor evenimente
importante si contribuie la formarea identitatii nationale, oferind o platforma pentru reflectie asupra
trecutului si a valorilor culturale comune.

Importante pentru studiul nostru de valorificare a fotografiei in calitate de izvor si instrument de cercetare
o reprezinta lucrarile cercetatorului Mihai Dohot, care abordeaza pe 1anga aspectele artistice si pe cele ce
tin de rolul cognitiv al fotografiei. De asemenea autorul elucideaza diferite aspecte ale vietii societatii ce
pot fi observate n fotografii. Autorul apreciaza mult valoarea documentara a fotografiilor si in calitate de
instrument de cercetare. Din articolul ,Stil si eleganta in fotografia basarabeana in cea de-a doua jumatate a
secolului XIX" distingem idei utile din perspectiva teoreticain abordarea fotografiei ca izvor istoric: fotografia
serveste ca o sursa valoroasa de documentare vizuald, capturand aspecte vestimentare, contextul social si
cultural al epocii. Aceasta permite cercetatorilor sa analizeze evolutia stilului si a elegantei in randul elitelor
sociale; Imaginile fotografice reflecta valorile si normele sociale ale vremii, evidentiind influentele externe,
cum ar fi moda din Occident, si modul in care acestea au fost integrate in cultura locala. Fotografiile pot
ilustra schimbarile in perceptia asupra elegantei si statutului social, de asemenea pot evidentia tranzitiile
stilistice si preferintele vestimentare, oferind o imagine de ansamblu asupra tendintelor modei; Fotografia
contribuie la conservarea memoriei culturale, oferind o fereastra catre trecut. Aceasta permite cercetatorilor
sa reconstituie nu doar aspecte vizuale, ci si emotionale si sociale ale vietii cotidiene din acea perioada™.

Din monografia ,Imaginile fotografice de epoc3 - sursa de cunoastere a societatii basarabene (1854-
1944)" a cercetatorului M. Dohot, desprindem un sir de idei esentiale in vederea examinarii fotografiei
n calitate de izvor si si instrument de cercetare: fotografiile de epoca constituie dovezi antropologice
semnificative, oferind informatii despre oameni, tinutele si expresiile lor, activitatile, obiectele din jur
si cladirile, toate acestea putand fi interpretate pentru a intelege mai bine spiritul epocii; fotografia
serveste ca un instrument esential pentru reconstituirea anumitor evenimente si procese istorice,
avand capacitatea de a revela realitatile perene si persistente pe o lunga perioada de timp; studiul
fotografiei necesita o abordare competents, stiintifica si integrata, combinand cercetari din domeniul
antropologiei, psihologiei, semioticii, filosofiei, istoria artelor si culturologiei, ceea ce imbogateste
intelegerea acestui fenomen,; fotografiile de epoca sunt considerate un patrimoniu valoros care ar trebui
sa ocupe un loc central in educarea tinerei generatii in spiritul valorilor nationale, contribuind astfel la
formarea identitatii culturale; este esentiald protectia si conservarea patrimoniului fotografic, avand
in vedere ca acesta poate oferi raspunsuri necesare contemporaneitatii si poate ajuta la intelegerea
complexitatii identitatii nationale.” Intr-un alt studiu al lui M. Dohot, fotografia este abordat3 in calitate
de document si izvor al cercetdrilor expozitillor muzeale, a compozitiilor biologice ale MNEIN.™ Tn
calitate de izvor al cercetarii elitelor basarabene importanta albumelor fotografie este subliniata n
articolul Fotografii si maestri ai fotografiei intr-un album inedit din colectiile MNEIN ™,

10. Mihai Dohot, ,Stil si eleganta in fotografia basarabeana in cea de-a doua jumatate a secolului XIX", Tyragetia.
Serie noud, nr. 2 (2017): 147-162.

11. Mihail Dohot, Imaginile fotografice de epocd - sursd de cunoastere a societdtii basarabene (1854-1944)
(Chisinau: Tipocart Print, 2022).

12. Mihai Dohot si Vladimir Nichiforov, ,Marturiile fotografice ale compozitiilor biologice executate de Franz
Ostermann in colectiile MNEIN", in Perspective contemporane in etnologie, muzeologie si stiintele naturii:
Programul si rezumatele comunicdrilor, Editia XXXII, 22 octombrie 2021 (Chisindu: Editura ,Lexon-Prim”, 2021),
40-41.

13. Mihai Dohot, ,Fotografii si maestri ai fotografiei intr-un album inedit din colectiile MNEIN
()", Buletin Stiintific. Revista de Etnografie, Stiintele Naturii si Muzeologie (Serie Noud), nr.
27 (2017): 173-182.
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Valorificarea fotografiei in calitate de document istoric

Traditional cercetatorii istorici utilizeaza documentul scris Tn cunoasterea faptelor si proceselor
trecute. Documentarea vizualad are un rol secundar de a ilustra cele relatate. Cu toate aceste sursele
vizuale ne ajuta deseori sa intelegem si cunoastem mai bine cele relatate. Exista numeroase exemple
de valorificare a documentului fotografic in cercetarea istorica. Ne vom rezuma la cateva exemple
mai recente si evidente. Scriitorul lurie Colesnic a utilizat in mod semnificativ documentarea vizuala,
in special fotografia, in cercetarile sale si elaborarea volumelor din seria ,Basarabia necunoscuta”.
Aceasta serie exploreaza diverse aspecte ale istoriei si culturii Basarabiei, aducand la lumina informatii si
imagini inedite. Fotografiile joaca un rol central in volumele ,Basarabia necunoscuta”, oferind cititorilor
0 perspectiva vizuala asupra subiectelor abordate. lu. Colesnic a avut acces la arhive fotografice
valoroase, incluzand imagini rare si inedite care documenteaza istoria Basarabiei. Imaginile sunt atent
selectate si comentate de autor, completand si ilustrand textul scris. Tn articolul ,Misterele Casei lui
Smakov"®, lu. Colesnic foloseste fotografii pentru a reconstitui istoria cladirii si a familiei care a locuit
acolo. Prin intermediul imaginilor, autorul reuseste sa redea atmosfera epocii si sa puna in valoare
patrimoniul cultural al Basarabiei.

Cercetarileistorice utilizadnd izvoarele fotografice devininterdisciplinare, antropologiavizuala devenind
un suport ale intelegerii si interpretarii evenimentelor si proceselor din trecut. Articolul ,O fotografie-
tablou a personalului administrativ judetean si comunal din judetul Chisindu (1923)"®" de Teodor Candu
prezintd o fotografie unica din 1923, care surprinde portretele functionarilor administratiei judetene
si comunale din judetul Chisindu, realizata Thainte de desfiintarea volostei ca unitate administrativ-
teritoriala.

Referitor la subiectul fotografiei ca sursa a cercetarilor, identificam cateva idei importante:
Fotografia reprezinta un document valoros pentru studiul istoriei locale, oferind o imagine de ansamblu
asupra structurilor administrative din perioada interbelica in Basarabia. Aceasta ilustreaza structurile
administrative din judetul Chisindu inainte de desfiintarea volostei, oferind informatii despre contextul
politic si social al vremii. Detaliile despre modul in care a fost realizata fotografia, inclusiv itinerariul
fotografului si cerintele pentru functionari, ofera perspective asupra practicilor administrative si
culturale din acea epoca. De asemenea articolul evidentiaza rolul fotografiei in pastrarea memoriei
colective si In documentarea evolutiei administratiei locale, avand potentialul de a fi utilizata in
cercetari viitoare si in ilustrarea studiilor despre perioada interbelica Tn Basarabia. Fotografia, ca forma
de arta si tehnologie, a evoluat semnificativ de-a lungul timpului, devenind un instrument esential in
documentarea si intelegerea istoriei. in contextul subiectului abordat, lucrarea ,Atlas etnoistoric ilustrat
al Basarabiei (1812-1918)""7 de Adrian Dolghi si Alina Felea, fotografia este utilizatd nu doar ca un element
vizual, ci si ca un document istoric valoros care ofera perspective unice asupra vietii sociale, culturale si
economice din Basarabia in secolul al XIX-lea —inceputul secolului XX. Constatam ca in atlas fotografia
a fost valorificata din mai multe perspective:

1. Fotografia ca sursa de documentare istorica. Fotografiile incluse in atlas servesc drept marturii
vizuale ale diverselor aspecte ale vietii cotidiene din Basarabia. De exemplu, imagini cu tarani la munca,
comercianti pe strazi sau evenimente sociale reflecta nu doar stilul de viata al populatiei, ci si structura
sociala si economica a regiunii®. Aceste imagini contribuie la o intelegere mai profunda a contextului
istoric, oferind detalii care nu pot fi surprinse prin textul istoric traditional.

2. Fotografiile din colectiile Muzeului National de Etnografie si Istorie Naturala de la Chisindu si Agentia
Nationala a Arhivelor surprind diversitatea etnica si culturala a Basarabiei. Imaginile cu grupuri etnice
diferite, cum ar fi romanii, evreii si alte comunitati, ilustreaza interactiunile si influentele culturale care

14. lurie Colesnic, Basarabia necunoscutd, Tom 1 (Chisindu: Universitas, 1993); lurie Colesnic, Basarabia
necunoscutd, Tom 3 (Chisindu: Museum, 2000); lurie Colesnic, Basarabia necunoscutd (Tom 4, Chisindu:
Museum, 2002).

15. lurie Colesnic, ,Misterele casei lui Smakov”, Revista de Stiintd, Inovare, Culturd si Artd ,Akademos”, nr. 4
(2018): 104-112.

16. Teodor Candu, ,O fotografie-tablou a personalului administrativ judetean si comunal din judetul Chisindu
(1923)", Buletin Stiintific. Revista de Etnografie, Stiintele Naturii si Muzeologie (Serie Noud), nr. 31 (2019): 202—
214,

17. Adrian Dolghi si Alina Felea, Atlas etnoistoric ilustrat al Basarabiei (1812-1918) (Chisinau: S.n., 2017); Adrian
Dolghi si Alina Felea, Atlas etnoistoric ilustrat al Basarabiei (1812-1918), Editie revazuta si adugita (lasi: Editura
Universitatii A. I. Cuza, 2021).

18. Adrian Dolghi si Alina Felea, Atlas etnoistoric ilustrat al Basarabiei (1812-1918), 225-230.
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au modelat identitatea regionala™. Aceste reprezentari vizuale sunt esentiale pentru studiul etnografiei
si al istoriei sociale, oferind o baza solida pentru analiza diversitatii culturale.

3. Fotografiile au fost utilizate pentru a documenta evenimente semnificative, cum ar fi activitatile
armatei sau vizitele oficiale. De exemplu, imaginea cu regele Ferdinand | si generalul Eremia Grigorescu
la primirea trupelor armatei In 19172° serveste drept marturie vizualda a momentelor cheie din istoria
Basarabiei. Aceste imagini nu doar ca surprind evenimentele, dar si emotiile siatmosfera acelor vremuri.

4. Fotografiile documenteaza, de asemenea, patrimoniul arhitectural al Basarabiei, incluzand biserici,
cladiri publice si alte monumente istorice?. Aceste imagini sunt deosebit de importante pentru
conservarea memoriei arhitecturale si pentru studiile de restaurare, oferind detalii despre stilurile
arhitecturale si conditiile de conservare ale cladirilor.

5. Imaginile care surprind activitati economice, cum ar fi agricultura sau comertul, ofera o intelegere
a conditiilor de viata si a structurilor economice din Basarabia 2. Aceste fotografii ajuta la ilustrarea
evolutiei economice a regiunii si a impactului diverselor politici asupra vietii cotidiene.

Utilizarea fotografiei ca document istoric in ,Atlas etnoistoric ilustrat al Basarabiei (1812-1918)"
demonstreaza importanta acestei forme de arta in intelegerea si documentarea istoriei. Fotografiile nu
sunt doar simple imagini, ci marturii vizuale care ofera perspective unice asupra diversitatii culturale,
evenimentelor istorice, patrimoniului arhitectural si conditiilor sociale si economice din Basarabia. Prin
urmare, fotografia se dovedeste a fi un instrument esential in cercetarea istorica, contribuind la 0 mai
buna intelegere a trecutului.

Documentarea vizuala ca metoda de cercetare in domeniul etnologiei

Experientele mentionate de valorificare a fotografiei in calitate de document, instrument si metoda
a cercetarii In domeniul stiintelor socio-umanistice au fost aplicate si in cercetarile etnografice inca
in perioada interbelica. Documentarea vizuald in cercetarile din Basarabia interbelica realizate de
Institutul Social Roman din Basarabia, asa cum este evidentiat in lucrarea cercetatoarei loana Popescu
.Documentarea vizuald monografica, de la ,Tipuri” la Tarani” %, se concentreaza pe utilizarea fotografiei
ca instrument principal de captare a realitatii sociale si culturale. Aceasta abordare a fost influentata
de programul monografic al lui Dimitrie Gusti, care a promovat observatia directa si documentarea
vietii cotidiene, In contrast cu estetica romantica anterioara care se concentra pe tipuri culturale si pe
reprezentari idealizate. Asa cum se mentioneaza, cercetarea din Basarabia nu s-a deosebit ca schema
de organizare si metoda de lucru de campaniile din alte regiuni, pentru ca monografia ajunsese un
mecanism foarte bine pus la punct. Fotografiile realizate in cadrul acestor cercetari au fost folosite
nu doar pentru a documenta obiceiuri si traditii, ci si pentru a sensibiliza publicul urban cu privire
la realitatile rurale. De exemplu, losif Berman, un fotoreporter asociat cu aceasta scoald, a avut un
rol esential in captarea imaginii satului romanesc printr-o privire etica si autentica, care a invitat la
compasiune si mobilizare sociala.

Valorificarea acestor fotografii se manifesta prin capacitatea lor de a comunica nu doar informatii
vizuale, ci si emotii si contexte sociale. Ele devin, astfel, nu doar documente istorice, ci si instrumente
de educatie sociala, contribuind la o mai buna intelegere a identitatii culturale si a traditiilor din
Basarabia. Aceasta documentare vizuala a fost esentialda pentru a aduce in atentia publicului aspecte
ale vietii rurale care altfel ar fi putut rdmane neobservate. Din articolele cercetatoarei Ludmila Chiciuc,
distingem ca utilizarea fotografiei in cercetarile Institutului Social Roman din Basarabia (1934-1940)
a reprezentat un aspect esential in documentarea si analiza realitatilor sociale din aceasta provincie.
Institutul, avand ca scop principal cercetarea stiintifica a vietii sociale, a recurs la fotografie ca

19. Ibid., 214-216, 129, 130.

20. Ibid., 45.

21. Ibid., 92, 249-250, 255,

22. Ibid., 207-209, 233, 240.

23. loana Popescu, ,Documentarea vizuala monografica, de la «Tipuri» la Tarani”, Transilvania, nr. 8-9 (2016): 44-55.
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instrument de captare a diverselor aspecte ale vietii cotidiene, culturii si traditiilor locale. 2 Tn cadrul
campaniilor monografice desfasurate in satele basarabene, echipele de cercetare au realizat fotografii
care ilustrau nu doar peisajele rurale, ci si activitatile economice, obiceiurile si datinile comunitatilor.
Aceste imagini au servit ca surse vizuale valoroase, contribuind la o mai buna intelegere a contextului
social si cultural al regiunii. De exemplu, fotografiile realizate in timpul cercetarilor din satele lurceni
si Niscani au surprins arhitectura traditionald, momente din viata de zi cu zi a locuitorilor, evidentiind
astfel complexitatea si diversitatea experientelor umane. Institutul a organizat expozitii monografice
la Chisindu, unde fotografiile au fost expuse pentru a ilustra rezultatele cercetarilor. De asemenea,
fotografiile au fost incluse in publicatiile institutului, cum ar fi ,Buletinul Institutului Social Roman din
Basarabia”, unde au fost utilizate pentru a sustine si ilustra studiile si analizele prezentate.

Prin utilizarea fotografiei, Institutul Social Roman din Basarabia a reusit sa creeze o arhiva vizuala
care nu doar ca documenteaza trecutul, dar serveste si ca sursa de inspiratie pentru cercetarile
viitoare. Aceasta abordare interdisciplinara, care imbina sociologia cu arta fotografica, a contribuit
la dezvoltarea unei intelegeri mai profunde a identitatii culturale si sociale a basarabenilor, subliniind
importanta fotografiei ca instrument de cercetare in domeniul stiintelor socio-umanistice. Astfel,
fotografia a devenit un element central in activitatea Institutului, facilitand nu doar documentarea, ci si
popularizarea rezultatelor cercetarilor, avand un impact semnificativ asupra perceptiei publicului despre
din Basarabia interbelica. Cercetatorii Institutului Social Roman au documentat fotografic expeditiile
monografice. Printre cercetatorii care au participat la expeditii au fost care Pantelimon Halippa, Petre
Stefanuca, Teodosie Al. Stirbu, Aurel Sava, Nicolae Morosan si, Dumitru Barbu, Sergiu Bogos, Gheorghe
Nastase, Paul Guja, Alexei Arvat, Mihail Costetchi, Grigore Vrabie, Pavel Grosu si altii®>. Petre Stefanuca
a utilizat fotografia in cercetarile sale. Echipele monografice, inclusiv cea condusa de el, au realizat sute
de fotografii pentru documentarea problemelor cercetate. Aceste actiuni au fost parte integranta a
campaniilor de cercetare desfasurate in teren, avand scopul de a surprinde si analiza diverse aspecte
ale vietii sociale si culturale din satele basarabene. Concluzionam din lecturarea lucrarilor mentionate ca
documentarea vizuala si valorificarea fotografiilor in cercetarile din Basarabia, dar si din alte regiuni au
avut un impact semnificativ asupra perceptiei si intelegerii culturii rurale, transformandu-le in resurse
valoroase pentru studiul si promovarea patrimoniului cultural romanesc. Fotografiile au fost utilizate in
mod semnificativ in documentarea si cercetarea stiintifica din RSS Moldoveneasca, in special in cadrul
cercetarilor etnografice. In anii 1946-1991, cercetatorii etnografi din RSS Moldoveneascd au realizat
expeditii de teren pentru a studia si documenta traditiile populare. Fotografii ale diverselor obiceiuri,
costume, si activitati cotidiene au fost esentiale in capturarea autenticitatii acestor practici culturale.
Materialul fotografic a fost pastrat in arhivele academice, incluzand mii de fotografii care reflecta viata
si traditiile comunitatilor locale. Cercetatori ai sectorului de Etnografie apoi a Sectiei de Etnografie a
Academiei de Stiinte din RSS Moldoveneasca au desfasurat importante cercetari de teren utilizand
documentarea vizuala pe larg.

Printre primii etnografi ce a desfasurat expeditii etnografice semnificative in RSS Moldoveneasc3,
utilizand fotografia pentru a documenta traditiile si obiceiurile locale a fost N. Nicolaev. Lucrarile sale
desi aveau scopul sa constate transformarile socialiste si ,disparitia treptata” a culturii traditionale a
inregistrat numeroase elemente ale culturii populare, inclusiv prin documentarea fotograficd®. Un
cercetator proeminent care a extins cercetarile etnografice in RSS Moldoveneasca a fost V. Zelenciuc.
El a utilizat frecvent documentarea vizuala in cercetarile sale, a publicat lucrari care au inclus fotografii
realizate In expeditiile de teren, oferind o viziune detaliata asupra artei si traditiilor populare. Lucrarile
sale au fost esentiale pentru constituirea sectorului de etnografie in cadrul Academiei de Stiinte din RSS

24. Ludmila Chiciuc, ,Aspecte privind mostenirea stiintifica si culturald a Institutului Social Roman din Basarabia
(1934-1940)" Buletinul stiintific al Universit&tii de Stat “Bogdan Petriceicu Hasdeu” din Cahul, Seria "Stiinte
Sociale”, nr. 2 (2019): 51-63; Ludmila Chiciuc, ,Cu privire la cercetarile monografice in teren desfasurate de
institutul social roman din Basarabia (1934—1940)", Revista de Stiintd, Inovare, Culturd si Artd ,Akademos”, nr. 3
(54) (2019): 86-94; Ludmila Chiciuc, ,Reflectarea activitatii Institutului Social Roman din Basarabia (1934-1940) in
paginile editiei periodice a institutiei”, Revista de Istorie a Moldovei, nr. 1-2 (2019): 115-135.

25. Ludmila Chiciuc, ,Cu privire la cercetarile monografice in teren desfasurate de institutul social roman din
Basarabia (1934—-1940)", Revista de Stiintd, Inovare, Culturd si Artd ,Akademos”, nr. 3 (2019): 86-94.

26. Hukudop Huxomaes, ,,Poct conpanuctuueckoi KynbTypsl moigaBaH cena JKyper” [“Growing socialist culture of
Moldovans in the village of Jura™], Cosemckas smuozpagpus, Ne 2 (1951): 73-84.
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Moldoveneasca.?” Printre alti cercetatori putem mentiona pe L. Loscutova, N. Demcenco, lu. Popovici,
M. Marunevici, S. Curoglo, N, Spataru Gh., A. Furtung, R. Osadci s.a. Materialele de teren si rapoartele
expeditiilor desfasurate ilustreaza o activitate de cercetare intens3, inclusiv cu utilizarea metodei
de documentare vizuald. Fotografiile au fost folosite ca surse primare in diverse studii etnografice,
contribuind la intelegerea detaliata a mestesugurilor, vestimentatiei si obiceiurilor din diferite regiuni
ale Republicii Moldova. Aceste imagini au ajutat la reconstituirea contextului social si cultural,
oferind informatii valoroase despre viata cotidiana a populatiei. Prin urmare, utilizarea fotografiilor in
cercetarile etnografice din RSS Moldoveneasca a fost esentiald pentru documentarea si conservarea
patrimoniului cultural, facilitdnd in acelasi timp accesul la cunostinte despre traditiile autentice ale
etniilor din regiune®. Materialele expeditiilor de teren contin fotografii din timpul expeditiilor deosebit
de valoroase pentru cercetarea culturii traditionale si a proceselor etnice?.

Arhivele stiintifice ale Academiei de Stiinte a Moldovei contin un tezaur de materiale etnografice,
inclusiv fotografii care documenteaza diverse aspecte ale culturii. Aceste fotografii nu doar ca ofera o
fereastra catre trecut, dar sunt, de asemenea, un instrument eficient pentru cercetatorii care studiaza
evolutia si schimbarile in cultura populara. Proiectele recente de digitizare a arhivelor etnografice vizeaza
salvarea si promovarea acestor fotografii, asigurandu-se ca ele devin accesibile pentru cercetatori si
publicul larg. Digitizarea permite nu doar conservarea, ci si 0 mai buna utilizare a materialelor pentru
studii academice, educatie si promovarea patrimoniului cultural. In studiul cercetatoarei Olga Luchianet
.Fotografiile din albumele de familie ca sursa etnografica“*®, fotografia este apreciata ca un document
istoric datorita capacitatii sale de a captura si conserva momente semnificative din trecut, oferind
o fereastrd asupra culturii, traditiilor si vietii cotidiene ale unei societti. In contextul articolului, se
subliniaza ca fotografiile familiale, cum ar fi cele din albumul O. la. si A. M. Plamadeala, sunt considerate
megaizvoare” pentru intelegerea dinamicii traditiilor culturale si a proceselor de transformare sociala.
Aceste imagini nu doar ca vizualizeaza aspecte ale vietii, dar servesc si ca mijloc de comunicare intre
generatii, pastrand memoria celor care nu mai sunt in viata®. De asemenea, fiecare fotografie este
insotita de o poveste, iar fara contextul narativ, imaginea Tsi pierde valoarea istorica. Astfel, fotografiile
devin surse valoroase pentru cercetarea istorica si etnografica, oferind informatii despre moda,
obiceiurile si stilul de viata al oamenilor din diferite perioade®.

Fotografia, ca forma de arta si tehnologie, a revolutionat modul in care percepem si studiem
vestimentatia, in special in contextul costumului nuptial. Articolul ,Fotografia ca sursa de studiere a
costumului nuptial” de Cercasin Marina®, subliniaza importanta fotografiei ca instrument de cercetare,
evidentiind cum aceasta ofera o fereastra unica catre trecut si permite o analiza detaliata a evolutiei
modei. Unul dintre cele mai relevante aspecte discutate in articol este autenticitatea pe care fotografia
o confera. Aceasta capteaza nu doar hainele, ci si contextul social si cultural in care acestea au fost
purtate. Fotografiile din albumele de epoca, care s-au pastrat de-a lungul timpului, devin astfel o
oglinda a realitatii istorice, permitand cercetatorilor sa observe particularitatile costumului nuptial in
diferite perioade si zone geografice. De exemplu, analiza fotografiilor de nunta din Moldova, datand
din sfarsitul secolului al XIX-lea si Inceputul secolului al XX-lea, aratd cum moda europeana a influentat
costumul nuptial local, reflectand tendintele din marile capitale. Articolul subliniaza, de asemenea,
accesibilitatea fotografiilor in comparatie cu piesele vestimentare originale, care pot fi fragile si greu
de conservat. Aceasta accesibilitate permite cercetatorilor sa studieze o varietate de imagini pentru a

27. Valentin Zelenciuc, lurii Popovici si Ludmila Loscutova, Sdrbdtorile si ritualurile sovietice — mijloc important
de educatie comunistd a oamenilor muncii (Chisindu, 1977); Valentin Zelenciuc, Costumul scenic moldovenesc:
Raioanele de nord ale Moldovei (Chisindu: Timpul, 1985); Banentun 3enenuyk, Mondasckuii HayuoHatbHblii KOCHIOM =
Moldavian national costume (Kummnes: Tummyn, 1985).

28. Adrian Dolghi, ,Evolutia institutionald a cercetarilor etnografice in cadrul Academiei de Stiinte a Moldovei
(1946-1969)" in Salvgardarea si conservarea digitald a patrimoniului etnografic din Republica Moldova, Editia 1,
13 decembrie 2022 (Chisindu: Notograf Prim SRL, 2023), 13-29.

29. ,Arhiva Etnografica Digitald". https://arhivaetnografica.ich.md

30. Ompra Jlykesner, ,,Dotorpaduu cemeiinoro amsboma O. 1. u A. M. TImdMIIsU, KaKk HCTOPUKO-ITHOrpaduuecKuit
ucrounuk”, Buletin Stiintific. Revista de Etnografie, Stiintele Naturii si Muzeologie (Serie Noud), nr. 21 (2014):
53-58.

31. Ibid., 54.

32. Ibid., 56-57.

33.Marina Cercasin, ,Fotografia ca sursa de studiere a costumului nuptial”in Tendinte contemporane ale dezvoltdrii
stiintei: viziuni ale tinerilor cercetdtori, Ed. Editia VI, 15 iunie 2018 (Chisinau: Tipogr. ,Biotehdesign”, 2018): 31-33.
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observa schimbarile in stil, cromatica si detalii de design. De exemplu, se poate observa cum lungimea
rochiei de mireasa si gradul de ajustare pe corp s-au schimbat de-a lungul decadelor, oferind indicii
despre evolutia gusturilor si influentelor culturale.

Un alt punct important este evolutia tehnologica a fotografiei, de la imaginile alb-negru la cele
colorate, care aTmbunatatit calitatea documentarii vestimentatiei. Aceasta evolutie a permis o captare
mai detaliata a nuantelor si texturilor materialelor, facilitdnd o analiza mai profunda a costumului nuptial.
Astfel, fotografia se dovedeste a fi un instrument indispensabil in cercetarea vestimentatiei, oferind nu
doar o documentare vizuala a costumelor, ci si o intelegere a contextului cultural si social in care acestea
au fost create si purtate. Articolul cercetatoarei Cercasin Marina evidentiaza cum, prin intermediul
fotografiilor, cercetatorii pot explora nu doar aspectele estetice ale modei, ci si semnificatiile si valorile
pe care acestea le reflecta in societate. Aceasta intersectie intre art3, istorie si antropologie face din
fotografie o resursa esentiala in studiul costumului nuptial.

Studiul ,Fotografii in spatiul sacru al casei: Materiale ale ortodocsilor Inochentisti” V. Dmitriuk si A.
Prigarin elucideaza aspecte ale vietii comunitatii ortodocsilor inochentisti prin intermediul fotografiei®.
Autorii au facut ,o incercare a descrierii si intelegerii fenomenului, deja disparut, de creare a unei
realitati deosebite in spatiul casei obisnuite prin intermediul fotografiilor egumenei Serafima de
la manastirea rupestra a miscarii inochentiste. Fotografia este vazuta ca un instrument de creare si
simbolizare a acestor spatii private sacre si propriei realitati alternative. Chiar insasi spatiul este privit
in trei dimensiuni. Prima din ele este chiar casa - fiind ca o entitate unitarg, inzestrata cu proprietati
mistice specifice. A doua dimensiune este interiorul casei, rara sursa pentru studiul miscarii si credintei
inochentiste. lar a treia dimensiune este exemplul utilizarii fotografiei ca un model sacru, asociat cu
icoana si cu alte derivate ale ei"®. Din perspectiva metodologica articolul ofera solutii aplicate practice
in cercetare, astfel din acest unghi este util in cercetarea subiectului valorificarii fotografiei ca izvor si
instrument al cercetarii.

fnanul 2015 un grup de etnologi, arheologi de la Institutul Patrimoniului Cultural din Republica Moldova
si etnografi de la Institutul de Etnografie si Folclor ,C. Brailoiu de la Bucuresti au realizat o cercetare
monografica in satul Crihana situat in Sudul Republicii Moldova. In rezultatul cercetarilor a fost editats
lucrarea ,Crihana Veche: aloum monografic”.?® Albumul include informatii despre evolutia istorica a
satului, incepand cu primele mentiuni documentare si continuand cu dezvoltarea sa in contextul social
si economic al regiunii. O parte semnificativa a lucrarii este dedicata culturii traditionale, specifice
comunitatii din Crihana Veche. Aceasta include si analize ale culturii materiale, ritualurilor, sarbatorilor
si mestesugurilor locale. In cercetarile etnografice autorii compartimentului dedicat culturii traditionale
Catalin Alexa, Carolina Cotoman, Lucian David, Ludmila Fulea, Raisa Osadci, Zina Sofraschi, Emil
Tarcomnicu au folosit pe larg documentarea vizuala de teren. De asemenea au valorificat si documente
fotografice culese din localitate. Astfel, Aloumul este bogat ilustrat cu fotografii care surprind peisajele,
arhitectura, costumele traditionale si activitatile cotidiene ale locuitorilor. Aceste imagini nu doar ca
imbogatesc textul, dar ofera si o perspectiva vizuald asupra vietii din Crihana Veche. Lucrarea subliniaza
importanta comunitatii locale in pastrarea si promovarea traditiilor culturale, implicarea locuitorilor
in proiecte de conservare si dezvoltare culturala. Alboumul monografic ,Crihana Veche” serveste in
calitate de resursa academica si ca un instrument de promovare a valorilor culturale ale satului. Prin
documentare si ilustrarea traditiilor locale, lucrarea contribuie la constientizarea patrimoniului cultural
si la stimularea interesului pentru istoria si cultura regiunii. ¥

Cercetatoarea Varvara Buzila a valorificat fotografiile in cercetarea costumului popular din Republica
Moldova prin utilizarea acestora ca surse esentiale pentru reconstituirea traditiilor vestimentare. In
lucrarea ,Costumul popular din Republica Moldova : Ghid practic”®, V. Buzila subliniazd importanta
fotografiilor de epoc3, realizate la sfarsitul secolului al XIX-lea siTnceputul secolului XX, care ofera dovezi

34. Buxtopus Jmutpiok u Asekcanap Ilpurapun, ,,Dotorpadun B cakpalibHOM IPOCTPAHCTBE jgoMa: MarepHasl
IpaBOC/IaBHBIX-MHHOKEHThEBLEB”, Revista de Etnologie si Culturologie, nr. 18 (2015): 21-29.

35. Ibid., 21.

36. Vlad Cubreacov, Lozovanu Dorin, Vitalie Ajder [et al.], Crihana Veche: album monografic. Crihana Veche: album
monografic, Editura Institutului Cultural Roman, 2017.

37. Catalin Alexa, Carolina Cotoman, Lucian David, Ludmila Fulea, Raisa Osadci, Zina Sofraschi, Emil Tarcomnicu,
.Etnologie” in Crihana Veche: album monografic, ed. Vlad Cubreacov, Lozovanu Dorin, Vitalie Ajder et al.
(Bucuresti: Editura Institutului Cultural Roman, 2017): 106-181.

38. Varvara Buzila, Costumul popular din Republica Moldova: Ghid practic (Chisindu: Reclama, 2011).
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vizuale ale moduluiin care costumele erau purtate si percepute in diferite contexte sociale si culturale®.
Fotografiile au fost utilizate pentru a ilustra diversitatea pieselor vestimentare, croiurile si schemele
ornamentale, contribuind astfel la o mai buna intelegere a tehnicilor de confectionare si a esteticii
costumului popular. V. Buzild a dat prioritate fotografiilor de epoca fata de cele actuale, considerandu-
le mai relevante pentru a vizualiza atitudinile si comportamentele legate de mostenirea culturala. De
asemenea, cercetatoarea a folosit colectiile de fotografii ale Muzeului National de Etnografie si Istorie
Naturala, completate cu materiale din alte arhive, pentru a aborda problemele portului local si national.
Aceste imagini au fost esentiale in procesul de inventariere a costumului popular si Th promovarea
valorilor culturale, facilitdnd accesul tinerelor generatii la traditiile vestimentare. In lucrare observadm
un exemplu Tn care fotografiile au fost valorificate in calitate de instrument in cercetarea etnologics,
contribuind la documentarea, conservarea si revitalizarea costumului popular din Republica Moldova,
precum si la educarea publicului cu privire la importanta acestuia in identitatea culturald a populatiei.
in articolul ,Complexitate si adaptabilitate in costumul de Podoima-Podoimita, Transnistria” este
valorificatd fotografia de epoci si fotografiile-document in analiza costumului popular®. Tn studiu
observam particularitatile costumului din localitate, care au fost documentate. In studiul cercetatoarei
V. Buzila ,Arta camasii cu altitd — element de identitate culturald in Romania si Republica Moldova
(Propusd pentru inscriere in Lista reprezentativd a patrimoniului cultural imaterial al umanitatii
UNESCO)" 4 distingem c3 pe langa fotografiile de epoca si fotografiile recente sunt esentiale pentru
documentarea si analiza evolutiei acestui element de patrimoniu cultural. De exemplu, fotografiile
realizate Tn cadrul expozitiilor de etnografie sau in timpul festivalurilor contribuie la sporirea vizibilitatii
si promovarea camasii cu altita, ajutand la intelegerea contextului social si cultural in care aceasta este
purtata.

n plus, cercetatorii folosesc fotografia pentru a ilustra tehnicile de cusut, motivele ornamentale
si semnificatiile asociate cu camasa cu altita. Aceste imagini pot oferi informatii etnografice
suplimentare, esentiale pentru fundamentarea stiintifica a dosarului de candidatura UNESCO, care
vizeaza recunoasterea acestui element ca parte a patrimoniului cultural imaterial. Astfel, fotografia
contemporana nu doar ca documenteaza aspectele vizuale ale camasii cu altita, dar si contribuie la
cercetarea si conservarea traditiilor culturale, facilitdnd o mai buna intelegere a identitatii culturale a
comunitatilor din Republica Moldova.

Documentarea vizuald ca sursa de cunoastere etnograficd a constituit tematica unei mese
rotunde desfasurate la Institutul Patrimoniului Cultural de la Chisinau, la 4 octombrie 2022. In cadrul
evenimentului au fost abordate metodologic un sir de probleme, vom mentiona nemijlocit cele
referitoare la subiectul valorificarii fotografiei in cercetare: Rolul fotografiei documentare n cercetarile
etnografice: recuperarea fotografiilor vechi in redarea imaginii oamenilor, a obiceiurilor si a satelor
de odinioara (Stefan Susai); Interferente imagologice si etnoculturale prin prisma studiilor de istorie
orald in comunitatile rurale de pe Valea Prutului: Cazul lui Onisifor Caraman din satul Leuseni, judetul
istoric Lapusna (Valentin Arapu); Elucidarea obiceiurilor de familie de la Crihana Veche, raionul Cahul,
axata pe metodologia de documentare vizuald Carolina COTOMAN, Cercetarea si demonstrarea
categoriilor de port traditional de la Crihana Veche, raionul Cahul, pe baza de suport metodologic vizual
(Raisa Osadci); Fotografia ca sursa de cercetare si salvgardare a mestesugului de realizare a hainelor
traditionale romanesti pentru sezonul rece (Ina Isac); metodele vizuale de cercetare ale culturii urbane
(Nina lvanova).

Utilizarea fotografiei In cercetarile etnografice se dovedeste a fi un instrument esential pentru
documentarea si reconstituirea vietii culturale si traditiilor comunitatilor. Din analiza comunicarilor
prezentate se desprind un sir de concluzii importante: Fotografia permite captarea si fixarea imaginilor
obiectelor, persoanelor si peisajelor, oferind o sursa vizuala valoroasa pentru cercetatori. Aceasta ajuta
la redarea detaliilor specifice ale obiceiurilor si traditiilor, contribuind la o intelegere mai profunda a
contextului cultural; Combinarea fotografiei cu metode participative de cercetare etnografica permite
o observatie mai profunda a fenomenelor culturale. Fotografii si materiale video ofera posibilitatea

39.1bid., 1,2, 4,6, 30, 42,79, 92, 98.

40. Varvara Buzila, ,Complexitate si adaptabilitate Tn costumul de Podoima-Podoimita, Transnistria”, Buletin
Stiintific. Revista de Etnografie, Stiintele Naturii si Muzeologie (Serie Noud), nr. 25 (2016): 97-115.

41. Varvara Buzila, ,Arta camasii cu altita — element de identitate culturala Tn Romania si Republica Moldova
(Propusa pentru inscriere in Lista reprezentativa a patrimoniului cultural imaterial al umanitatii UNESCO)”, Revista
de Stiintd, Inovare, Culturd si Artd ,Akademos”, nr. 1(2021): 153-168.
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de a analiza si observa detalii care pot fi pierdute in cadrul observatiei directe.*?; Prin recuperarea
fotografiilor vechi, cercetatorii pot reconstitui imagini ale vietii de odinioara, esentiale pentru studiile
etnografice. Aceste imagini devin o resursa importanta in contextul depopularii satelor si pierderii
traditiilor*®; Imaginile fotografice sunt utile nu doar pentru documentare, ci si pentru educatie, servind
ca material ilustrativ Tn seminare si consultatii pentru cei care doresc sa invete despre mestesugurile
traditionale**; Fotografia joacd un rol important in salvgardarea traditiilor culturale, permitand
revalorificarea obiceiurilor care s-au pierdut in timp. Aceasta contribuie la pastrarea memoriei colective
si la promovarea identitatii culturale*®. Din lucrarile mesei rotunde distingem ca fotografia nu este doar
un simplu instrument de captare a imaginii, dar si un element fundamental in cercetarea etnograficsg,
avand un impact semnificativ asupra modului in care intelegem si documentam cultura si traditiile
comunitatilor.

Concluzii

Analizand experienta utilizarii documentarii vizuale Tn Basarabia si Republica Moldova concluzionam
ca fotografia reprezinta un instrument de cercetare esential in domeniul istoriei, etnologiei si studiilor
culturale, avand capacitatea de a capta si documenta realitatile sociale si culturale ale comunitatilor
studiate. Aceasta ofera o reprezentare vizuala a traditiilor, obiceiurilor si evenimentelor semnificative,
ajutand laintelegerea contextuluiin care au fost realizate fotografiile. Fotografiile originale si de diverse
genuri contin un potential euristic deosebit, permitand cercetatorilor sa extraga informatii valoroase
despre normele sociale, identitatile culturale si relatiile interumane. Analiza fotografiilor din perspective
diverse, contribuie la o intelegere mai profunda a fenomenelor studiate. Utilizarea fotografiei in cadrul
investigatiilor etnografice de teren faciliteaza observatia si documentarea detaliilor care altfel ar putea
fi omise, imbogatind datele colectate prin metode traditionale de cercetare. Vizionarea impreuna a
albumelor foto poate imbunatati interactiunea cercetatorilor cu subiectii studiului, stimuland discutii si
reflectii despre experientele si traditile comunitatii, ducand la o intelegere mai nuantata a subiectului.
Fotografia nu doar documenteazg, ci si reflecta cultura, oferind o fereastra catre valorile, credintele si
practicile comunitatilor. Aceasta permite cercetatorilor sa observe modul in care membrii comunitatii
percep si interpreteaza propriile traditii si identitati.

Fotografiile sunt recunoscute ca surse valoroase de documentare istorica, oferind perspective unice
asupra vietii sociale, culturale si economice din Basarabia si Republica Moldova. Utilizarea fotografiei
in cercetarile etnografice si istorice demonstreaza o abordare interdisciplinara, combinand metode
din sociologie, antropologie si istoria artei. Aceasta integrare imbogateste analiza si interpretarea
fenomenelor culturale. Muzeele joaca un rol deosebit de important in conservarea si prezentarea
patrimoniului cultural, iar utilizarea imaginilor Tn acest context este esentiald pentru educatia si
sensibilizarea publicului. Arhivele vizuale create prin documentarea fotografica documenteaza trecutul,
si servesc ca surse de inspiratie pentru cercetarile viitoare, facilitdnd o intelegere mai profunda a
identitatii culturale a etniilor conlocuitoare. Fotografia se dovedeste a fi un instrument indispensabil
in cercetarea istorica si etnologica, avand capacitatea de a surprinde aspecte vizuale, emotionale si
sociale ale vietii cotidiene, contribuind astfel la 0 mai buna intelegere a complexitatii identitatii nationale
si culturale din Basarabia si Republica Moldova. Sporirea valorificarii documentelor fotografice si a

42. Carolina Cotoman, Raisa Osadci, ,Elucidarea obiceiurilor de familie de la Crihana Veche, raionul Cahul, axata pe
metodologia de documentare vizuald” in Metodologii si tehnici moderne de cercetare etnologicd: Documentarea
vizuald ca sursd de cunoastere etnograficd, Ed. Editia a 3-a, 4 octombrie 2022 Chisindu (Chisinadu: Institutul
Patrimoniului Cultural, 2022): 11.

43. Stefan Susai, ,Rolul fotografiei documentare in cercetarile etnografice: recuperarea fotografiilor vechi in
redarea imaginii oamenilor, a obiceiurilor si a satelor de odinioarad”. in Metodologii si tehnici moderne de cercetare
etnologicd : Documentarea vizual@ ca sursd de cunoastere etnograficd, Ed. Editia a 3-a, 4 octombrie 2022
Chisindu (Chisinau: Institutul Patrimoniului Cultural, 2022): 17.

44 Ina Isac, ,Fotografia ca sursa de cercetare si salvgardare a mestesugului de realizare a hainelor traditionale
pentru sezonul rece”, In Metodologii si tehnici moderne de cercetare etnologica: Documentarea vizuald ca sursé
de cunoastere etnograficd, Ed. Editia a 3-a, 4 octombrie 2022 Chisindu (Chisinau: Institutul Patrimoniului Cultural,
2022): 16.

45. Valentin Arapu, ,Interferente imagologice si etnoculturale prin prisma studiilor de istorie orala in comunitatile
rurale de pe Valea Prutului: Cazul lui Onisifor Caraman din satul Leuseni, judetul istoric Lapusna” in Metodologii si
tehnici moderne de cercetare etnologicd: Documentarea vizuald ca sursd de cunoastere etnograficd, Ed. Editia
a 3-a, 4 octombrie 2022 Chisinau (Chisin3u: Institutul Patrimoniului Cultural, 2022): 8.
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documentarii vizuale in cercetare poate contribui semnificativ la completarea studiilor actuale si la
dezvoltarea unor noi directii de cercetare. in acest context, se propun urméatoarele recomandari pentru
promovarea si integrarea documentarii vizuale si a fotografiei in cercetarile istorice si etnologice:

Este esentiala digitizarea fotografiilor si a altor materiale vizuale pentru a le face accesibile atat
publicului larg, cat si cercetatorilor. Aceasta va facilita nu doar conservarea, ci si utilizarea lor in studii
academice si in educatie.

Organizarea de expozitii temporare sau permanente care sa prezinte fotografii istorice si
contemporane, evidentiind traditiile si cultura locald, poate atrage atentia asupra importantei
patrimoniului cultural. Aceste expozitii ar putea include activitati educationale menite sa sensibilizeze
publicul.

Colaborarea cu scolile si universitatile in proiecte care utilizeaza fotografia ca instrument didactic.
Atelierele de lucru, seminarele si cursurile despre istoria fotografiei si utilizarea acesteia in cercetare
pot imbogati experienta educationala.

Incurajarea colabordrii interdisciplinare intre cercet&tori din diverse domenii, precum antropologia,
istoria siartele vizuale, va permite explorarea si analiza fotografiilor din perspective multiple, imbogatind
astfel intelegerea culturala.

Publicarea de articole, carti si monografii care sa integreze fotografiile ca surse de documentare este
esentiala. Aceste lucrari ar trebui sa ofere analize detaliate si contextuale ale imaginilor, contribuind la
recunoasterea valorii fotografiei ca document istoric.

Utilizarea retelelor sociale si a site-urilor web dedicate patrimoniului cultural pentru a promova
fotografiile si proiectele de documentare vizuala poate atrage un public mai tanar si diversificat.

incurajarea comunitatilor locale sa participe la proiecte de documentare vizuald, oferindu-le
oportunitatea de a contribui cu propriile fotografii si povesti, poate ajuta la pastrarea memoriei
colective si la promovarea identitatii culturale.

Stabilirea de parteneriate intre muzee, institutii de invatamant si organizatii non-guvernamentale
pentru dezvoltarea unor programe comune de promovare a fotografiei ca instrument de cercetare si
educatie este esentiala.

Prin implementarea acestor recomandari, se poate spori aprecierea si utilizarea documentarii
vizuale si a fotografiei in studiile istorice si etnologice, contribuind astfel la conservarea si promovarea
patrimoniului cultural. Acest demers va imbunatati cercetarea si va intari legatura dintre trecut si
prezent, facilitdnd o mai buna intelegere a identitatii culturale.
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Abstract: The ideas presented in this paper are being focused on the results of the archaeological
research on the prehistoric period sites of Lucian Blaga University of Sibiu and other archaeological
excavations conducted by the specialists from the university specialized in Prehistory, and by the ones
from Brukenthal National Museum. Ever since the Paleolithic era, with the appearance of Homo sapiens
fossilis, we see the first, timid and rare, achievements related to anthropomorphic sculpture. Until now,
the representation known as the Venus of Willendorf was famous, but the latest major discovery of
this kind, fortunately, comes from a Romanian archaeological site, Poiana Ciresului (Neamt County). We
observe that during this period, anthropomorphic representations have more the characteristics of idols/
statuettes, not focusing on the facial features, but only on those of the body: sexual attributes and the
exaggerated rendering of the characteristics of the female human body. After the year 7400 BP, we
might think that this tradition, that of depicting the human body, the human being, in the form of idols/
statuettes, to which the community shows respect, is continued. In several synthesis works, thousands of
pieces of Neolithic and Chalcolithic sculpture have been published, where one can see the great diversity
of these for the period analyzed, in Europe and in broader areas around this continent.
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inca din epoca paleolitics, odatd cu aparitia lui Homo sapiens fosilis, vedem primele, timide si rare,
realizari legate de plastica antropomorfa. Daca pana acum era celebra reprezentarea numita Venus din
Willendorf!, ultima mare descoperire de acest fel, provine, din fericire, dintr-un sit arheologic romanesc,

1. Statueta a fost descoperita in anul 1908 in apropiere de localitatea Willendorf (Austria), iar recent un nou studiu
aduce informatii deosebit de importante cu privire la origine materialului din care aceasta a fost realizata: Gerhard
W. Weber, Alexander Lukender, Mathias Harzhauser, Philipp Mitteroecker, Lisa Wurm, Lisa-Maria Hollaus, Sarah
Kainz, Fabian Haack, Walpurga Antl-Wiser, Anton Kern, ,The microstructure and the origin of the Venus from
Willendorf”, Scientific Reports 12, 2926 (2022).


https://doi.org/10.51391/trva.2024.03.01.  

https://doi.org/10.51391/trva.2024.01.01.  
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cel de Poiana Ciresului (judetul Neamt)?. Observdam ca in perioada aceasta reprezentari antropomorfe
au mai mult caracteristicile unor idoli/statuete, neinteresand trasaturile fizionomice ale fetei, ci doar
cele ale trupului: atribute sexuale si redarea mult peste masura a caracteristicilor trupului uman feminin.
Dupa anul 7400 BP am putea gandi ca aceasta traditie, cea a redarii trupului uman, a omului, sub
forma idolilor/statuete, la care comunitatea s& manifeste respectul, este continuati. in cateva lucrari
de sinteza s-au publicat mii de piese ale plasticii neolitice si eneolitice, in care se poate vedea marea
diversitate a acestora pentru perioada analizatd, in Europa si pe arii mai largi in jurul acestui continent?.
Spre surprinderea noastra, cea mai veche relicva a plasticii antropomorfe pe care am descoperit-o in
arealul de cercetare din Transilvania al colectivului mai sus mentionat, este o parte dintr-o statuet3, o
opera a artei cele mai vechi din neolitic, fata umana de la Cristian | (judetul Sibiu)*.

Asa cum se poate observa din fotografia alaturatd, cu scara de dimensionare aferentd, masca
este una de tip miniatural (inaltime: 64,0 mm, latime: 31,17 mm), iar realismul cu care aceasta a fost
realizatd este impresionant. Gura este intredeschisa (lungimea buzelor: 24,5 mm), iar modul in care
buzele au fost modelate sugereaza ideea de miscare. La randu-i, nasul este realizat perfect, narile
fiind reprezentate prin incizii fine. Ochii, de tip migdalat, alungiti, avand dimensiunile: lungime: 18,57
mm, iar ldtimea maxim3a: 6,21 mm) s-au conservat doar partial insa, cu toate acestea, impresia de
tridimensionalitate a globului ocular se pastreaza pana astazi. Se remarca pometii reliefati si incizii
usoare, aproape imperceptibile pe frunte.

Figura 1: Masca de la Cristian |, Fig. 2. Statueta de la Liucova (fotografie), apud Luca, ,Date despre statueta de la
Liubcova II”, Foto 3. Statueta de la Liubcova (desen), apud Luca, Dragomir, ,Date cu privire la o statueta inedit3...”
fig. 4 Fig. 4. Statueta de la Liubcova Il, apud Luca, ,Date despre statueta de la Liubcova II", Fig. 1, Fig. 5. Femeie
nascand. Fragment ceramic, apud Luca, Perianu, ,Turdas-Lunca. 2011 preventive campaign”, Drawing.

Piesa a fost pictata in vechime pe toata suprafata fetei cu culoare rosie (posibil ocru), care s-a pastrat
doar pe anumite locuri. Materialul din care aceasta a fost realizata este un lut fin, nisipos, cu pleava
tocata marunt, iar arderea a fost una buna. Masca a fost descoperita cu partea inferioara a gurii rupta
din vechime, fiind asadar supusa unui ritual de desprindere, fragmentare. Initial, masca a fost parte a
unui vas de cult, dispusa in zona gatului unei posibile modelari integrale a personajului, fiind decupata
(masca), in mod intentionat, de acolo. Ideea din spatele detasarii acestei masti este pusa in legatura
cu pastrarea amintirii personajului portretizat, o practica comuna in perioada supusa analizei noastre®.
Totodata, meritd amintit aici si contextul arheologic in care aceasta piess a fost descoperita. in partea

2. Elena Cristina Nitu, Randall White, Marin Carciumaru, Ovidiu Cirstina, Florin lonut Lupu, Marian Leu, Mihai
Straticiuc, Tiberiu Bogdan Sava, Adrian Balasescu, Mihaela Manea, Stelian Grigore, Robert Sirbu, ,A new Paleolithic
female figurine from Piatra Neamt, Romania”, L’Anthropologie 127 (January-March 2023), 103103.

3. Doug Bailey, Prehistoric figurines. Representation and Corporeality in the Neolithic (London and New York: Routledge.
Taylor & Francis Group, 2005); Svend Hanssen, “Neolithic figures in Anatolia”, in The Neolithic in Turkey. 10500-5200
BC: environment, settlement, flora, fauna, dating, symbols of belie, with views from North, South, East, and West, eds.
Mehmet Ozdogan, Nezih Basgelen, Peter Kuniholm (Istanbul: Archaeology & Art Publications, 2014).

4. Sabin Adrian Luca, Viata trditd sub zei. Situl Starcevo-Cris | de la Cristian I, judetul Sibiu, Roménia / Living
under the Gods. The Star&evo-Cris | site from Cristian |, Sibiu County, Romania (Suceava: Editura Academiei
Romane, Editura Karl A. Romstorfer, 2015): 202, 205.

5. Heiner Schwarzberg, Durch menschliche Kunst und Gedanken gemacht (Miinchen: Verlag Marie Leidorf GmbH,
2011), Taf. 10/3; 11 (in text); Taf. 1/3, 5a2-5, 7/1, 3; 11-12; 14-15; 23/1,25-27; 33/2-5; 34-37; 47/3; 48; 56/1, 4, 66; 73,
75;76/1; 77/1; 81; 87; 89-91; 92/1; 94-95; 100-101;1023-4; 103-105; 110-111; 116; 123/1, 3; 127; Svend Hansen, Bilder
von Menschen der Steinzeit (Mainz: Philipp von Zabern, 2007), vol. 2, fig. 40/1; 95/1; 95/2; 119; 200/9.
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de est a sanctuarului format din gropi rituale de la Cristian | a fost identificata o groapa cu mai multe
morminte, mai precis sase schelete umane. Locuinta, numita Casa mortilor, punea practic capat
functionarii sanctuarului mentionat mai sus, fiind construit ,peste” acesta, tdind complexe arheologice
anterioare din componenta sa. Din cauza dimensiunii acestei amenajari, comparand situatia cu cea a
altor locuinte datate in perioada (Star€evo-Cris 1), nu se poate admite ca avand o functionalitate de
locuinta de zi cu zi, dar luadnd in calcul si artefactele descoperite aici, publicarea cercetarii sustine ideea
ca prin aceasta constructie se ,pecetluia” pardsirea sanctuarului de gropi®.

Recent, un studiu interdisciplinar a adus noi informatii cu privire la datarea acestor complexe
arheologice’ dar, pentru cunoasterea de catre publicul larg a piesei descrise cu acest prilej informatii au
fost publicate si in revista Magazin istoric®. Neoliticul vechi, faza de inceput, mai prezinta statuete din
lut. Acestea sunt o ingemanare intre vechile piese antropomorfe paleolitice avand atributele sexuale
extrem (abuziv) de bine reliefate, dar cu capul si uneori bratele bine reliefate, numite Venus. Remarcam
Tn Romania statueta numita Venus de la Zauan® statueta de acelasi tip de la Tasnad-Sere™ si fragmentul
de statuetad de la Cristian IlI". Contemporana cu aceasta pies3, cea antropomorfa de tip Venus, apare, tot
n situl de la Zduan-Cimitirul reformat, o masca antropomorfa (?) realizata din lut, de forma aproximativ
triunghiulara™. Aceasta pies3, este, din punct de vedere cronologic relativ, contemporana cu a doua si
ultima parte a neoliticului timpuriu, cand mai sunt inca migratii si pendulari de populatie dinspre Orient,
asa cum sunt cele de la Merisani, Situl II"*. Odata cu acest moment, se pare ca intr-o mare parte a
Europei de sud-est, mai ales in cultura Vin&a (nou-venit3) si alte fenomene culturale inrudite, infloresc
idolii antropomorfi. Pozitia acestora este statica: cu picioarele lipite si folosite ca postament, cu mainile
putin reliefate, sunt imbracate si au masc3, in fazele vechi privind in sus cu fata inclinata la 45 grade si
odata cu evolutia culturii Vin¢a ajung sa aiba masca trapezoidala™.

Masca de la Zauan ne arata in mod clar si cert faptul ca ritualul mascarii si demascarii se intampla
contemporan cu inceputul culturii Vin€a, faza A. Deci, era de asteptat ca acest ritual sa fie puternic
evidentiat in cazul in care reprezentarile antropomorfe din cultura Vin¢a sunt de fapt samani, vraci
sau preoti ai unui cult al epocii. Pentru noi, obisnuiti cu reprezentanti ai cultului de sex masculin in
crestinism, este ciudat faptul ca dupa opinia generala a cercetatorilor perioadei idolii sunt eminamente
feminini. Odata cu descoperirea piesei numita Statueta de la Liubcova situatia idolilor culturilor din
zona central si sud-est europeana s-a clarificat’. Statueta este realizata din lut fin, avand in compozitie
si pietricele, colorata o culoare brun-roscata. Este acoperita cu un slip fin, de culoare neagra, exfoliat,
mai ales pe partile laterale. Arderea este una foarte buna. Dimensiunile sale sunt: inaltime: 11,9 cm,
latimea maxima, masurata in zona coatelor: 9,1 cm, iar Iatimea talpilor: 4,4 cm. In ceea ce priveste
forma piesei, se remarca steatopigia, precum si o Iatire in zona talpilor, care i asigura stabilitatea pe
verticald. Elementele care sugereaza sexul feminin (pe 1anga steatopigia pronuntata) sunt: modelarea
plastica a sanilor si forma pantecului. Bratul drept este indreptat spre sold, iar cel stdng este adus catre

6. Luca, Viata trditd sub zei: 197-202.

7. Sabin Adrian Luca, Raluca Teodorescu, Florentin Perianu, Oana Gaza, Mirela Mihon, Doru Pacesila, ,Noi date
radiocarbon obtinute din analiza mormintelor datate in primul val neolitic, provenind din situl arheologic de la
Cristian |, jud. Sibiu, Romania“, in ed. Vasile Diaconu, Ab Lapide ad Metallum. Studia in honorem Professoris Marin
Carciumaru (Braila & Piatra Neamt: Editura Istros a Muzeului Brailei ,Carol I”, Editura ,Constantin Matas3”, 2022).
8. Sabin Adrian Luca, ,«Brancusi» Thainte de Brancusi”, Magazin Istoric, iunie 2021.

9. Eva Laké, ,Piese de cult din asezarea neolitica de la Z&uan (judetul S3laj)”, Acta Musei Porolissensis, |, 1977: Fig.
2.1-4.

10. Neta lercosan, Sabin Adrian Luca, ,Noi descoperiri de arta plastica antropomorfa preistorica din zona Careiului”,
Analele Banatului, S.N., Arheologie — Istorie, 6, 1998.

11. Sabin Adrian Luca, Adrian Georgescu, Anamaria Tudorie, Florentina Martis, Cristian Ill: Realitdti cronologice si
culturale preistorice dovedite prin cercetdrile preventive (Suceava: Editura Karl A. Romstofer, 2017).

12. Eva Laké, ,Piese de cult din asezarea neolitics de la Z&uan (judetul S3laj)”, Acta Musei Porolissensis, |, 1977: Fig. 5.1.
13. Sabin Adrian Luca, Florentin Perianu, Adrian Luca, Anamaria Tudorie, Ana-Maria Papureanu, Oameni si zei. Un
sanctuar al neoliticului timpuriu? (Sibiu: Editura Muzeului National Brukenthal, 2022).

14. Toate aceste atribute, atat acelea pentru neoliticul timpuriu, cat si cele pentru neoliticul dezvoltat sunt excelent
evidentiate n: Gheorghe Lazarovici, Neoliticul Banatului, vol. I-1l (Cluj-Napoca: Comitetul pentru Culturd si
Educatie Socialista al Judetului Cluj, 1979).

15. Sabin Adrian Luca, lon Dragomir, ,Date cu privire la o statuetd inedita de la Liubcova-Ornita (jud. Caras-Severin)”,
Banatica 9 (1987); Sabin Adrian Luca, lon Dragomir, ,Die Statuette von Liubcova-Ornita”, Dacia Nouvelle Serie, 33,
1989.
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umar. Statueta este una acefala, capul fiind rupt inca din vechime, dar se pare ca s-a incercat fixarea
sa ulterioara prin alipirea cu ajutorul unei tije, existand o perforatie produsa ulterior realizarii sale, inspre
zona stanga a corpului, pe gat. Doua perforatii apar in zona fiecarui brat.

Elementele de vestimentatie sunt foarte bine redate. Este vorba despre doua piese: o camasa si o fusta
tip pantalon, sugerata de doua fasii de material. Pe langa cele doua elemente, mai sunt reprezentate:
un pandantiv care prinde materialul camasii Tn zona decolteului, doua bratari care fixeaza materialul
manecilor, pe brate si posibil un snur care a fost folosit pe post de brau pentru a sustine fusta.

Mana stanga a piesei, adusa catre umar prezinta o masca, realist realizata, cu ochii oblici sugerati
prin doud incizii adanci, la fel si gura. In mana stang3 se afl& un vas, de tip askos, interpretat ca fiind un
recipient folosit in ritualul libatiei. Mai mult, dupa cativa ani de la publicarea acestei piese, s-a descoperit
0 a doua, in acelasi sit, si tot intdmplator’®. Vazand starea de conservare a celor doua piese, putem sa
facem astazi unele observatii in plus, fata de modul in care au fost descoperite acestea. Prima piesa
se afla intr-o stare de conservare foarte buna, aratand, mai degrabd, ca un bun cultural scos dintr-un
depozit arheologic in urma unei sapaturi, nu intdmplator, cum ne-a comunicat autorul descoperirii. Noi
am cercetat sistematic in 1985, 1987 si 1990. Dupa toate probabilitatile piesa face parte din lotul 1985
care a fost cel mai bogat in descoperiri. Credem ca unul dintre muncitori a ,predat-o” mai tarziu. A doua
piesa, este extrem de rulata de ape si, de data aceasta, este Th mod cert scoasa din depozitul arheologic
(stratul de culturd) prin activitatea de spalare a Dunarii asupra malului, odatad cu nasterea barajului
Hidrocentralei Portile de Fier I. Statueta are un aspect poros si se disting pietricele de mici dimensiuni
in compozitia lutului din care a fost realizata. Culoarea sa este brun—caramizie, cu slip exfoliat si cu o
ardere foarte buna. Dimensiunile sunt: inaltime: 11,3 cm, latimea maxima, masurata in zona coatelor:
8,2 cm, latimea talpilor: 3,8 cm. Se remarc3, si in acest caz o steatopigie pronuntata, cu zona talpilor
[3tita, pentru o mai buna stabilitate. Bratele statuetei sunt rupte inca din vechime in zona coatelor. Se
disting Tn mod clar elementele de vestimentatie, dar si cele ale obiectului de cult, vasul de libatie. Siin
acest caz, lipseste capul, fiind rupt in vechime. Bratele statuetei par a fi fost gaurite transversal, dupa
cum ne arata o urma de perforatie ce se poate distinge studiind zona cotului din dreapta piesei, lucru
caracteristic o buna bucata de vreme in cultura Vinca, mai ales in fazele téarzii ale culturii”.

Ca lucrurile sa fie definitiv puse la punct, si in cercetarile de la Uivar s-a descoperit o masca din lut,
care confirma existenta acestui obicei in vremea neoliticului®. Tn Transilvania, dupa primul val Vinca
A, pe teritorii aflate in zona intersectiei raului Strei cu Muresul, pe o suprafata de aproximativ 80-100
km? se naste o culturd arheologica total deosebitd de cea vinciang, evoluand in paralel cu aceasta,
cultura Turdas. Una dintre caracteristicile acestei culturi o reprezinta plastica antropomorf3a, statuetele
neputand fi numite idoli deoarece nu sunt mascate, au traésaturile fetei realiste si trupul la fel. Intre
cele mai reprezentative piese ale culturii Turdas este o statueta masculind de la Orastilor-Dealul
Pemilor, punct X.. Vedeti, de la bun inceput, ca exista si personaje masculine, iar dupa cum se dispune
aceasta descoperire, neoliticii ne-au lasat simbolistica unei perechi antropomorfe. Cultura Turdas are,
in discutie este realizata din lut fin, avand o ardere bung, iar culoarea variaza de la caramiziu spre
galben si flecuri cenusii. Dimensiunile sale sunt: indltime: 11,9 cm, Iatime maxima: 6,1 cm. Singurele
piese vestimentare sunt un brau, redat prin trei incizii late in jurul soldului, o aparatoare de sex, redata
prin sase incizii adanci, legata printre fese, de brau, cu un snur, redat printr-o incizie si trei coliere
de dimensiuni diferite, vizibile Th zona pieptului. Personajul a fost realizat cu detalii amanuntite: talpa
piciorului prezint3 toate cele cinci degete, fesele sunt bine redate, la fel mainile, infipte in brau. In ceea
ce priveste fizionomia fetei, remarcam nasul, gura si ochii. Parul este si el redat prin taieturi scurte in zig-
zag. Un element interesat 1l reprezinta o gaura (diametrul 0,5 cm) realizata in spatele statuetei, in zona
rinichiului stang. Trebuie amintita aici si fragmentul de vas cu o aplicatie antropomorfica descoperit
in cadrul sapaturilor de salvare din situl de Turdas-Luncd, campania 2011, Sector B, complex 341-2%,

16. Sabin Adrian Luca, ,Date despre ,Statueta de la Liubcova II”, jud. Caras-Severin”, Acta Terrae Septemcastrensis,
1,2002.

17. Sabin Adrian Luca, ,Contributii la istoria artei neolitice. Plastica asezarii de la Liubcova-Orni[Ja (jud. Caras-
Severin)”, Banatica, 10, 1990.

18. Wolfram Schier, Florin Drasovean, ,Masca rituald descoperita in tellul neolitic de la Uivar (jud. Timis)", Analele
Banatului XI1-X1I1 (2004-2005).

19. Sabin Adrian Luca, Florentin Perianu, ,Turdas-Lunca. 2011 preventive campaign, Sector B. Feature 341-2. Aritual
pit? Turdas,culture, phase lII”, Acta Terrae Septemcastrensis, XVIII (2019).
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Fig. 6. Femeie nascand. Fragment ceramic, apud Luca, Perianu, ,Turdas-Lunca. 2011 preventive campaign”,
Photo 12. 1, Fig. 7. Tartaria-Gura Luncii. Tell. LXVI. ,Prometeu”, apud Luca, ,Tartaria rediviva”, Foto 214, Fig. 8.
Tartaria-Gura Luncii. Tell. C.LVII. Statueta antropomorfa dubld, apud Luca, ,Tartaria rediviva”, Fig. 147, Fig. 9.
Tartaria-Gura Luncii. Tell. Groapa dintre locuintele LXII si LXIIl, apud Luca, ,Tartaria rediviva”,Fig. 142/1.

Compozitia si dimensiunea fragmentului de vas indica faptul ca acesta era unul de uz comun, fiind
degresat cu nisip cu bobul mare si mal. Culoarea exterioara este galben-roscat, iar cea interioara negru.
Arderea a fost una buna. Aplicatia are urmatoarele dimensiuni: inaltimea maxima: 7,5 cm, latimea
maxima: 7,6 cm si grosimea maxima: 3,5 cm.

Reprezentarea indica un personaj feminin, intr-o scena de nastere. Ochii sunt redati larg deschisi,
disproportionati, sugerand durerea, la fel si forma in care a fost redata gura indicand un strigat.
Picioarele sunt departate, iar vulva este dilatatd, pregatita pentru nastere. Aceasta piesa este unica in
zona europeang, Tn ceea ce priveste realismul cu care ea a fost realizata, dar si tridimensionalitatea sa.
Spre finalul acestei sinteze, am decis sa prezentam, catva descoperiri extrem de importante pentru
tema abordatd, provenind din bine-cunoscutul sit arheologic Tartaria, punctul Gura Luncii. in timpul
cercetarilor preventive de aici?, a fost identificat un artefact (parte a unui gat de vas) pe care a fost
reprezentat, prin tehnica altoreliefului, un personaj feminin?'. Vasul de pe care a fost desprins acest
personaj era unul incadrat in categoria grosiera, avand nisip cu bobul mare si pietricele ca degresant, o
culoare caramizie si ardere secundara. Atributele feminine sunt reprezentate de sani. Fata este mascata
cu o masc# de forma aproximativ pentagonal, iar pozitia mainilor este una de ,crucificare”. In partea
superioara a corpului prezinta o ornamentatie in forma unghiularg, realizata prin incizii umplute cu alte
ornamente facute prin impresiune. Dimensiunile acestei piese sunt: inaltime: 9,2 cm, latime maxima,
in zona unde mainile se sfarsesc: 7 cm. Piesa, care a fost incadrata cronologic in faza A a culturii Vin€a,
are cea mai apropiata analogie cu o alta descoperita in situl de la Turdas®2. Cea de la Turdas, realizata in
maniera mai degraba petresteana, are pe umarul stang reprezentata, prin incizare, o pasare, iar mai la
stanga, tot prin incizare este redat un personaj uman. Sub bratul stang apar alte incizii, care au fost insa
dificil de interpretat. Ambele piese in discutie, par a fi ,conectate”, ,legate” de vasul din care fac parte
cu ajutorul unor serii de incizii.

Alte descoperiri similare, Incadrare de catre specialisti ca fiind ,orante” sau ,dansatoare” au fost
descoperite la Sanperu German??, Zorlentu Mare-/creliste?*, Limba?®, Soimus-la Avicola (Ferma 2)%.

20. Sabin Adrian Luca, Tdrtdria rediviva (Alba lulia: Editura Muzeului National Brukenthal, Editura Altip, 2016).

21. Sabin Adrian Luca, Adrian Luca, ,Prehistoric signs and symbols is Transylvania (3). «Prometheus» before
Prometheus. The Neolithic and Aeneolithic settlement from Tdrtdria-Gura Luncii (Alba County)”, Acta Terrae
Septemcastrensis XIV (2015).

22. Marton Roska, Die Sammlung Zséfia von Torma (Cluj, 1941): Tab. CXLI/6; Joan Marler, ed., The Danube Script.
Neo-Eneolithic Writing in Southeastern Europe (Sebastopol & California: Institute of Archaeomithology, 2008),
94; Zoia Maxim, Gheorghe Lazarovici, Cornelia-Magda Lazarovici, Marco Merlini, ,Catalogue of Signs”, in The
Danube Script in the light of Tart&ria and Turdas discoveries. Exhibition Catalogue, ed. Zoia Maxim, Joan Marler,
Viorica Crisan (Cluj-Napoca: Mega, 2009), Cat. 92.

23. Anton Nitu, Venus din Sanpetru German, judetul Arad, Ziridava, 3-4 (1974): 24-36.

24. Gheorghe Lazarovici, Cornelia-Magda Lazarovici, Marco Merlini, Tartdria and the secret tablets (Cluj-Napoca:
Mega, 2011), 115, Fig. VI.8b.

25. Marius-Mihai Ciuta, Cristian-Titus Florescu, Preliminary considerations regarding Vin¢a anthropomorphic
figurines discovered in archaeological site Limba-Oarda de Sos, Sectors: Bordane, Sesu’ Orzii and Vardria, Acta
Terrae Septemcastrensis IX (2010): fig. 26.

26. Cristian Eduard Stefan, Radu Petcu, Razvan Petcu, Reprezentdri antropomorfe din asezarea neolitica de la
Soimus-La Avicola (Ferma 2), jud. Hunedoara, Studii de Preistorie, 10, 2013: 50-52, pl. IV/1-3; V-VII.
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Tot cu ocazia cercetarilor preventive de la Tartaria-Gura Luncii a fost descoperita o statueta dubla®’
indicand prezenta, si aici, a cultului perechii sacre. Piesa este fragmentara, sparta in vechime in partea
sa inferioara si a fost realizata din lut degresat cu nisip fin, culoarea caramiziu-galbuie, cu o ardere
buna. Dimensiunile sale sunt: inaltime: 8,7 cm, I&time: 5,8 cm si grosime 3,6 cm. In partea stanga, cum
privim imaginea de la Figura 8 regasim personajul masculin, iar in partea dreapta, cel feminin. Aceasta
interpretare a rezultat in urma prezentei diformismului sexual in realizarea piesei: personajul masculin
avand dimensiuni mai mari decat cel feminin. Complexul in care acest artefact a fost descoperit este
incadrat din punct de vedere cronologic in faza B a culturii Vinca. Piesa are analogii in situl de la Vin¢a®,
n Serbia si Zorlentul Mare-Icriliste, Banatul roméanesc?.

Un ultim caz de reprezentare antropomorfa descoperit la Tartaria, pe care dorim sa il ilustram aici
este o apucatoare/toarta antropomorfa, parte a unui vas de cult, provenita dintr-o groapa apartinand
culturii Petresti®®. Aceasta statuetd este una cu totul deosebita, avand sugerate doua fete, pe parti
opuse, asemanatoare cu imaginea zeului roman lanus, care reprezenta inceputurile si tranzitiile,
trecerile, in mitologie. Fiind reprezentat cu doua fete (rareori cu patru) acesta avea capacitatea de a
privi atat inspre trecut, cat si inspre viitor®'. Forma acestei apucatori este de phallus, realizata din lut
degresat cu nisip fin, culoare gri-cenusie si ardere buna, iar dimensiunile sale sunt: 7,5 cminaltime si 2,8
cm latimea maxima®. Pe partea fetei reprezentate cel mai bine (Fig. 9) sub nasul sau, au fost incizate
doua registre cu semne/simboluri. Partea inferioara este subliniata print-o incizie, baratd cu o alta in
partea stanga, perpendiculard. intre barari se afld un personaj redat in miscare. Sub bara se afl& un alt
simbol, rupt in vechime, posibil antropomorf. Pe crestet gasim cel de-al doilea personaj antropomorf,
din care dispare o parte. Sub a doua fata, redata opus primei, exista o alta reprezentare, posibil o
pasdre3s. Autorul descoperirii considera ca figurina a fost distrusa intentionat, dar si programatic®.
Marea majoritate a reprezentarilor antropomorfe apartinand neoliticului si eneoliticului sunt feminine,
probabil zeite ale fecunditatii si fertilitatii, pregatite sa nasca copii. In general, descoperirile de acest
tip, sunt fragmentate ritualic, asa cum am vazut si in exemplele mai sus prezentate. La baza sistemului
religios apartinand neoliticului si eneoliticului stau simboluri feminine legate de cultul fecunditati si al
fertilitatii, avand rolul si de Zeitd Mamd, precum si simbolurile antropomorfe masculine, mai rare, e
adevarat, indesindu-se la sfarsitul neoliticului/eneoliticului, dar si cele zoomorfe reprezentate de taur,
pentru care vom veni cu exemple si detalii in studiul viitor.
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