Documente diplomatice engleze privind
cedarea Basarabiei si Bucovinei de nord

Anul 1940 reprezintd in istoria statului national unitar romén unul
din momentele cele mai tragice, cind, sub presiunea celor dous mari pu-
teri totalitare, Uniunea Sovietici si Germania, izolati complet, Roméinia
a fost nevoits si accepte la 26 —28 iunie cedarea teritoriului Basarabiei
si Bucovinei de nord, in urma ultimatumului sovietie, iar prin Dictatul
de la Viena din 30 august, partea de nord-vest a Transilvaniéi a fost ce-
datd Ungariei horthyste. '

In intentia de a face cunoscute cit mai multe informaiii privind acest
moment dramatic din istoria noastri, prezentim in cohtinuare un grupaj
de documente din arhiva Foreign Office-ylui, care cuprinde telegrame si
rapoarte ale diplomatilor britaniei aflati la Bucuresti, Berlin, Roma, An-
kara, Tokyo, Bruxelles, din pericada decembrie 1939 — iulie 1940.

Dupi izbucnirea rdzboiului, la 1 septembrie 1939, Romdinia ocupa
un lo¢ important in conceptia strategici si economicé britanici, in special
datoritdi petrolului. Principalele eforturi ale diplomatiei britanice, core-
late cu cele ale Frantei, au fost indreptate in directia mentinerii neutra-
litdtii Romaniei pind cind s-ar fi putut constitui un bloc defensiv antiger-
man al statelor balcanice.

Rapoartele diplomatilor britanici primite la Foreign Office in aceas-
ti perioadi denoti, interesul cu care era urmiritda evolutia relatiilor romsi-
no-germane si respectiv romano-sovietice, semnalindu-se existenta unei
primejdii reale din partea Uniunii Sovietice, privind pretentiile acesteia
in problema Basarabiei. Intrarea trupelor sovietice in Polonia, la mijlocul
lunii septembrie, a miirit temnerile Rominiei fatd de un atac sovietic. In
aceastd situafie, guvernul romin, prin ministrul sdu de la Londra, Viorel
Tilea, a dorit 54 stie in ce misurd garan{ia britanici era valabild in -cazul
unui atac din est, solicitind sprijinul Marii Britanii pentru acordarea de:
credite gi materii prime necesare industriei de rizboi rominesti.

Pozifia exprimati de Foreign Office, inci de la sfirsitul anului 1939,
era aceea ci garantia acordati Roméniei opereazi strict impotriva unui atac
german, deoarece aplicarea ei in cazul unui atac sovietic depindea de ati-
tudinea Turciei, ca i de atitudinea Italiei. Aceste declaratii ale Foreign
Office-ului au insemnat practic faptul cd Roménia riminea fird nici o
garanjie in fata unei agresiuni din est. Atitudinea guvernului britanic
poate fi explicatd prin aceea c#, in conditiile desfisuridrii rizboiului in
primdvara anului 1940, nu dorea si-si indepirteze si mai- mu¥t Uniunea
Sovieticd prin declaratii publice in problema garantiei frontierelor.

In acest context international, sovieticii au ales ca moment deose-
bit de favorabil cel din iunie 1940, ca si ridice pretentii teritoriale fatdi de
Rominia, profitind de faptul c¢i Germania isi concentra eforturile in vest,
in vederea unei confruntiri decisive cu Anglia si nu putea si se opuni ten-
dintelor expansioniste sovietice in sud-estul Europei. Faptul ci aceastad
actiune a sovieticilor a surprins oficialititile germane si a provocat o reac-
fie ostili a Germaniei reiese i din documentele parvenite 13 Foreign Office.
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" Pietderéa’ Baﬂalabibl st Bucowpefl de ndrd"m ke’ 1940, ¢a fiagd. B
1&:{hpﬂ Bﬂi't', ' ,,g@f;;hhm ‘'britanice 1. ageste pravincii 1om4.11g,.$t1 3 de el.‘l
mlmt guv ernul roman i renunte, la-l iunie 1940, la-garantiile britamice: sit
si se orienteze spre o intelegere cu Germania. .~ . .

L8

SIMONA CEAUSU
ILEANA BULZ

ey E N S P B
1939 decembrie 39. Londra lclwmnu de la IForcign Office citre ministrul
britanic la Bucuresli, Sir Reginald Hoare, prin care 1l informeazi asupra
continutului comunicirii {icute de ministrul roman la l.ondra, ercl
‘Tilea, din parlea guvernului roman prin care solicili sprijinul gmemulu{
+ britanic In caznl unui atac sovictic.sun unui alad combina't 1'56vidto-g‘erman.
Iy . L. ’ { PRI
) o f"’ b ‘ Foruffn Ol'hcﬁ\ '“ " .
R y D ) l : Dcct.mber 30'h 1039
1{oumanmn Minister toddy made rollm\hnq commnmc'\hon undl‘r lmtrubhohs frdm 11 5
Govcrnmcnt
. The Roumanian Government, who were convinced thal in the coming spring or even
sooner lihe SO\ ;r-t Govcrnmcut would raise Lh), D3essarabian queslion and ;invade; Roumasnia,.
made 1 pressing appeal to His Majesty’s Government for help while such hclp could be effec-:
tive. 'I'h¢ Roumanian Government were determined to resist with all resources at their dlsposal
any such attack by the Soviet Union as well as a combined Soviet — German attack. Help was
requesléd especially in the forin of armanmienls and raw materials necessary for Roumania’s
munition lactories. To be effective it *vould have to arrive in Roumania at the latest by March.
Roumaman Government, hope(l to receive Lhis malerial under. a new credit, and, to make re-
pa) mcnt by annual mstalments in the form of aupplcmcntary petrol quotas. | |
3. M Tilea said thata slm}lar commumcatlon was being made to the French Governmcnt
He rev erted in the co,uversatlon to tl.\c dangt.r l.hgnl some Roumanians might:argue that if Ron4.
mania could not l'lqht both Gcrmany and the Soviet Union it was preferable to.accept the,,pro-~,
tection” of Gorm.m\ The onl\ thing to stiffen Roumanian reslstance to German pressure would,;
be military preparedness hanee his emphasis on Roumania’s need for armaments and raw ma-
terial. I{e admitted that Soviet Gouvernment's difficulties in Finland might delay develop-
ment of their plans against Roumania.
RRepeated to Angora No. 713 and Moscow No. 372.

i

Arhivele Statului, Colectin microlilme Anglia, rola 283, Public Record Office, Foreign Office,
371/24968, c. 20—21.

No. 846 Foreign Office
1939 decembrie 30

Ministrul roman a facut azi urmitoarea comunicare ' conforn ‘instrl‘lél;iunilor primite de
la guvernil siu.

2. Guvernul roman care fiind convins cd in primivara urmitoare sau chiar mai curind,
guvernul sovietic va ridica problema Basarabiei 5i va invada Romania, a fdcut un apel
staruitor citre guvernul maiestdlii salc pentru ajutor atita timp cit un ajutor poate fi util. Gu-
vernul roman a fost determinat si reziste cu toate resursele pe care le are la dispozitic la orice
astfel de atac al Uniunii Sovictice ca si la un alac combinat sovieto-german. Ajutorul a fost
cerut in special sub forma armamentului §i materiilor pnme necesare pentru fabricile de munitii
ale Romaniei. Ca si fie cficace ar trebui ca el sd’ soseascd In Romdnia la sfirsltul Tul martie.
Guvernul romin a sperat si primeasci acest material sub forma unui nou credlt sl sa faci
plata prin rate anuale sub forma unor cote suplimentare de petrol.

3. 'Domnul Tilea a spus ci o comunicare similari a fost ficutd citre guvemul francez.
fn cursul convorbirii el a revenit asupra pericolului c3 unii romani ar putea sustine ¢& daci
Rominia nu poate lupta atit cu Germania cit si cu Uniunea Sovietici, ar fi preferabil sid se
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acccpte ,,p,rotectla\ I Gcl;n;lamcn Singura poslbl.htatc ca sd s¢ l};l.u'easca rezisienja., Roménici
f4ta de presiunca germand, ar fi prcgktmlc mlht:m., de ajei $l sulT inierea lui p pl,ru \pey oia
Romanidi de arridment $is materii prihe. El'a ‘admis ¢’ ch‘l'icultdhlé éuVernulm sovicilc m Fm-
landa pot- amina | desfisurarea' planurilor 16r hnpolri&’a Rlomamm St

A fost repetatd la Ankara nr. 713!§i Moscova nr. 372 SR AR AN R

H

NIVERTRY
i Y YT
b

1940 febr. 7. Bucuresli. Telegramd a ministrului brilanic la Bucuresti
Sir Reginald Hoare ciitre Foreign Office cu privire la alitudinea Germanici
in cazul unui atac sovietic asupra Romadniei.

Telogl‘am AR o D . . Bucharest

Nr 5 L ' e 7th february 1940

I told ’\ImlsLer for Forclqn Affeurs1 today that: Tumours regarding German proniises
to restrain Russians from taking any action in Bessarabia conlinued lo circulate and I asked
whether there was anything concrele in them. He replied that there was nothing of a formal
nature but that thé general line of communications received from Lhe Germans was that they
did not ‘wish 16 ‘see’ the- war extended to the Balkans and that therelore they would be opposed
to a Russain adventure .in Bessarabia. In gencral. the German:attitude was entirely correct.
How far the Germans could be Lrusted was another matter.

- v [ i

Arhwcle Statului, Bucuresu, Coleclia nncrohlchnglm rola 282 (Publlc Record Office, Foreign
Offlce), 371/24968 c 59—60.:

! e ’
Tclcg'ﬁamﬁ - . Bucuresti-
Nr.- 15 . 1940 februaric 7

-t Am informat azi pe ministrul alacerilor striine?, dcspre 1vonurﬂc ce au continuat sd

circule privind promisiunile germane de a rétine pe rusi de 14 oncc acllune in Basarabia si

l-am intrebat ‘dacdl 4 fost ceva real in acestea. A r"i‘,puns ¢ nt a “fost nimic de naturd oficialj

ddr-c4 linia’ gerierali‘a rapoartelbr primite de la‘germani a fost ¢l ei nu doresc sd vadi o\tms_

razboiul spre Balcanl i ‘de a¢ecase vor opune unei aventuri rusesti in Basarabia. In ‘genera)

atitudinea’gerrmand a fost in intregnne corect’i Cit de mult pot l‘l cr(_zutl gcrmnnu, csle o
ot

alté probleme S x

i

Nota 1. Grigore Gafencu, minislru de externce (1938—1940). )

|

1940 martic 19 Bucuregfi. Raport al ministrului brilanic la Bucurc$t),
Sir Reginald Hoare, citre Forcign Office, prin care solicitd si se reexami-
" heze -problema garanfiilor anglo-franceze fatd de Romania, in cazul unei
| a“rcsmm So\'lcll(‘l, ‘ .-
. - Beitish Legation
\ Bucharest ;
. IR ;19 march 1940; -
My :('lcar ‘Nickols’,’ :
N W [ P
" 1 have been thmkmg a good deal latély, more cspcclal)y'smcc Lhe §urrendcr of Lhe Fm-a,
ns, that it mlgh[ be right and propér to suggest a re- c\dmmallon of lhc question of the applica-
b)hty of the Anﬂ]o French guarantee to aggrcsslon l)v nussla i ' v [P
1 ha\e ]ust rc;lzczvcd this evening a. cqpy of your telegram No. 56 (R 12809124/44) of the
6%, March. to Rendel. i . , :
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1o You say indhelast sentence of paragraphi 3 ,;0n the other hand the pessibilily cannot be
cxcluded Lhat-Germany may- decide at any moment to:embark on' military edmpaign in the
Balkans, either in combination with Russia or alone, and in such circumstance®‘it ‘ceiild net
pe expected the the Adlied Governments would remain disinterested and inactive”. It appears
prebabies.though.in my humble opinion it would not be fully reasonable, that this wording has
been carefully adopted because you do not wish to feel committed not to ,,remain disinterested
and inactive” in the cvent ol an attack by Russia alone.

If we slick lo the theory Lhat your wording has been carefully chmen for ihe purpose
which I have ]ust suggested I submit, with all proper delcrence of course, that they are words

of littlé meaning; becduse even if the initiative ‘were taken by the Russians — whith or without
thd'assént of the Gc‘rmn bs is quile imniatérinl — you can be perfeetly ccrtain that the Germans
wotild ¢t 'ledve the Russians to opérate alone in this vitally important German lcbhensraum.

Therefore, having decided that-we cantrat remain disinierested and inactive in Lhe cvent,
of a German attack with or without the participation of Russia, I feel firmly convinced that
the sooner we realise Lhat the same applies to an atllack by Russia, with or without the par-
ticipation of Germany, the betler.

I do not want to suggest any public (chlarallon that the guarantce bears on a Pussnn
aggression, but I should like both ‘Fhicrry and mysélf to havé 'luthonty, if and when a situation
of acute crisis occurs, to answer in Lhe affirmative without any rvl’ori nee to ouf ‘governments
any questions on this addressed Lo us by the Roumanian Government. A delavbd amrmalne “ould
he a]most as disastrous as a prompl negative. -

© As' Berthaid is ‘off tomorrow morning instead of, as we hopcd the next dav, I havc nol:
had time to looke at the p. ps but T’ (lo not thmk Lhat 2 perusal of those won]d n any way
aller my oplmon ' .

! . b “Yours ever'

IR. TI. Hoare.

Arhivcic éi..i.lllllli, (‘,olutin microlilme An‘glia, rola 203, Public Ht_“cord Office, Toreign .Olfice;:
371} 4968, c. 788l
Legatia britanici
. L Bucyresti -
G " oot 1940 111;;1]‘[1((:“19A

Dragul meu Nickols

M-am gindit cu mult timp in urmi, in'mod déosebit de la capitularca finlandezilor, c3
ar putea fi bine §i corect sa sugerez 0 reexaminare a problemcl aplicahilitafii garantulor anglo-
franceze in cazul ‘unei agresiuni din partea Rusiei. - Lo

Teocmai amn pritait v aceasld seard copla tclegramcl tale or. 56 (R. 2809/24/44) -din 6
martie, citre Rendel..

In’ ultima propozltle “din paradraful 3, ‘tu spui :,,Pe de altd parte nu poate fi exclusa
pbsnblhtatca ¢ Germania poate decide in orice moment si abordeze ) campame mnhtar'l in,
Ba]cam, fic in conibinatiec cu Rusia san singuri, ¢i‘tn aceste clrcumst'antc i po*n‘.e fi de' ac.tep-
tat ca guvcrnele atiatilor si rdmind dezinteresate si inactive’’. Aparé pro'babll, chidr in umila
mea. plirere, ci nuwar fi deloc rezonabil ca aceasté formulare si fi fost adoptat.’i cu gn]ﬁ, (lcoare-
ce {u nu doresti si te 'simli obhgat sd nu ,,r.lmix dezmtcrcsat Sl mactlv” in c\entUahtalca unul ,
alac numal dm partea Rusiei: e

Dacé raminem la teoria cii formularea ta a fost aleasa cu griji pentru motlvul pe cure
tocmai l-am sugerat, eu admil, desigur, cu toalj deferen{a,. cii ele sint cuvinte cu. inl;,l(,s res-
lrins, deoarcce chiar dacd inijialiva a fost Tuati de rusi — cu sau 7ird ca. acordul ge.rmamlor ;sd
fie foarte neimportant — tu poti fi pe deplin sigur cd germanii nu-i vor 13sa pe rusi 5i opercze
singuri in acest important spatiu vital german.

De allfel, decizind ¢a noi nu putem ramine dezinleresati $i inactivi.in cazul unui alac
german, cu sau fara participarea Rusici, sint pe deplin conuns cd in curind vom inlelege mai
bine & acéleasl {cuvinte) se pofrwesc la un atad al Rusiei,'cu sau firad partlcnpare.l Germaniei.

" Nu duusc sX sugerez o declaratl(. publi] ’i care si dea garantli in cazﬂl unei agresiuni ru-
sesli, dar ag dori ca alit eu cit gi Thierry ! aVern' autokitatea daca, si éind survine o situatie
de crizd acutdi, si raspundem aflirmativ, mdcpendent de guvernele noastre, la orice intrebare asupra
acestei probleme adresale noud de citre guvernul roman.

Un, gispuns afirmativ tergiversat va fi tot atit de dezastruos caun r.’xspuns necgativ prompt.
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311 (:umll:bem.hnqd, este plecatimiine (l:i:minea;z'\, inloc de ziua urmitpate,.aga cum any sperat,
R am avul timp sd-mi wikila p-.ps 5 dan nu-cred i o lecturd o sgestora imi -va m‘odmca in.veoun
fel opinia mea. R o T Rt W dii STy
- . ' : o iy RN AI dv crcdmclos i

VAR RNV ) R v ekl Hoaml I

Yy ey 'l iy 'n:«.u'

"y, NI ,:);_,:.,‘

e m "4 TR . - '.,.,r_ e . AN | Y
PRNTERLI

o y 1940 apr:lle u’l Luculrm ,l(.lc“.,lam.t q, munblrulm,!lu,xumc la Bucuncsu,

.. Sir Regipald lloarc, adresatd Forgjgn .Olftice-ului, referitoarc.la o comor.buve
a aceslnia co ministrul Afacerilgr -Strdine al JRowdnici,, Gr., (x‘.\[qqcu;. pri-
‘vind atiludinea guvernului sevigtic, Alnlptc;»laluna Ba;ar.lb;c_ .

1 . ' . '

“o . General Distribution 0 ¢ '

llom Roumania . , b )i l
"l,clufram (en clair) Irom Sir, R. . Hoare, (Buqharust), sord qu], ,194() N | O
D. 3 rd April 1940 I P R T et sy

13. '7 th April 1940 . ,; , VoL e Lo
No. 42 Saving (By DBag). ;

I asked Minister for Foreign Alfairs ycslcrda_) what hu, cousldLrL,d \lu\s wcm, ol \iolo-
fov’ s speech and said that, it plainly, mdlcnted the cout;ummrr hokp.hu of Lhe, Soviet (:ovcru-»
ment regarding Bessarabia but hé did not think the menace was an nnmc(lmh‘ one. |

For. Houmdma, Russia was certainly cnemy No. 1 just as Germany was for the A]lles
He was qum.vbun, that if IRussia moved against Iloumania Germany would not remain quict.
It would be¢'to nobody’s advantage if IRoumania shared the fate of Poland and therelore neutra-
lity was the only possible policy. Iie continued, however, Lo hope that the day would come when
a reinforced B'ﬂkqn ‘1intente, for: which he 'was conlinuing to work, mmlnnc(l with rcm!orco
ments of allicd forces in the Near Iast would render it possible Lo take decisive aclion agdainst
Russia. I Germany were defeated and Russia remained intacl, Russia would have won a com-
plete viclory -in caslgrn. Europe and satisfactory solulion of ils problems would be utterly
impossible. |
The Muustu- of -Court, who was al pains to disclaim pro-German sympathices, spoke to
me in a similaf strain to day.

Colectia microfilnc Aupglia, r. 283, ¢. 97, Foreign Olfice, 371/24968 . L
; FERRTH N G " - o ! :
T e R e e IR Ve . I .

L-am intrebat icri pz ministrul dz exterasccarg-este pmactul siu de vedére asupra dis-
cursului lpi Molotov, iar:¢l mi-a rispuns ca’ este viadita contlnuare:.y: ostititdtii guvunulm $0-
vietic fald de Basarabia, dar cd nu crede a [i vorba de o amneninfare imedialta.. = .. -

Pentru. Rondpia, Rusia.esle cposiguranld inamicul. nr. j.asa cum csle. Germania pcntru
aliafl.. Mumtrul cste ferm convins c‘i,m cazul upui. atac al l{uuc.,l inpotriva, ltomaluu. Gu-mama.
nu ar sta_ deopartc Nu ar folosi, I}lmdnm daca_], omﬁula ar. impdrtisi soarfa l’olomu 41 de - -acegd
smgura pozilie poslblla ar.fi ncut],aht.ttca El continud dotusi sa spere. cd va. venj o zi. in
care Intelegcrea Balcanicd ruvngoratﬁ, fapt pentm care., dcpun(. toate, ql’prturllc, nnpr.cun,a cu,
fortele aliate intirite si éle in Orjentul Aprapmt ar. face posibila; o n(_l,lu.ne ll()tdl‘itd h{upom\a ]
Rusiei. Dacd Gcrmama ar fi infrint3, iar Rusia ar Fimine neatins s.accasta din urn7m ar fi do-
bindit o victorie totald in Europa de Esl., dar o rezolvare convenabili a prol)]emdor ei ar fl ab-
solut imposibili. -

Ministrul Curtii, carc s z1 stfadult sd-5i' dtclmc s{mpatla ht‘i de Gm mama, mr—a vorblt'
astaZl cam pe acclasi ton.

19;'1,0'aprillia 3',‘ Sdlitiagb. ’l‘cngfAIni-u\ reprozcutdu‘u'ﬂ.ui britd'nic in . Ghile,
Sir C.. }Bentmck adresatd Forcign, Olfice-ului, referitoare la ccoul interna-
tional al deplaratuu Juj V. Mulotov pnvxtozu'L Ja Basarabia.
. British Embassy,
Santiago: -
a ' April, 3 rd, 1940
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T el “Sapingram Nvitg. T o o
’ Irom Sir-Charles ‘Bbntinek lo Foreign Office ' ‘

Minister for Foreign Affairs Lold me today that he had received a telegrame from Chilean
Chargé d'Allaires at Herlin saying that Molotov's recent statement that Sovicet Union did not
recognize seizure by IRoumania of Bessarabia had made a very bad impression in Berlin.

Minister Tor Foreign Affairs subsequently Lold the same story to my French Colleague.

i C Bentinek
Coldetia microfiline Anglia.'r. 283.¢.:99 5 Foreign Aflairs 371/20968.

T e

Ministrul Alacerilor Striiine mi-a spus astiizi ¢éi a primil o telegrami de Ja insircinatul
cu afxeeri chilian din Berlin in care acesta aratd cd recenla declaralic a lui Molotov potrivit
ciireia-Uniunea Sovictici nu a recunoscut ocuparea de citre Romdnia a Basarabiei, a facut o
impresie lonrbe prousli Ja Berlin.

Ministrui Afacerilor Strdine i-a spus dupd accea acelasi luera si omélogului meu francez.

Bentinek '

ta h : 6 IR T
el o i s e ' i . N
LR RN " 1940 dprilie 15, Londra. Informare - transmisdt de  Foreign  Office ciitre
[P EPT T.egalia britanied de la:'Baéuresti-cu privire la concluziile adoptale larintil-
: to " nirea séfilor tnisiunilor diplomatice din sud-estul Eiiropei, in problema posi-
Pai oAt -lnmlrn extinderii gara nitilor britanice faté. (Ic ]!()mfmm in cazul unui ataé

' ‘o al Unianii Sothlcc : . e Lo

' it

1y 1 fIA

W R I L I‘orcl;,n' Office.
' ’ ' IO ’ ’ A3 1h Apn], 1940

e st t - Oty ey e .
At th.evs(‘condvmeetmg of the Lleads ol ‘\[msums.m South l_asl.c.rnd urope held at the Fo+
reign Office on the. 110 April the; question was. discussed, among others, of our general policy
towards Roumania. 1 enclose the relevant extract from (he Minutes. The main point which
came undey. discussion in Lhis copnexion was the possibilily ol .exiending our. quaranlee to Rou-
mania to include an atlack by the Spviet Union..As you will se¢' from, ihe Conelusiois, it was
agreed that; subject Lo the views @l the Chiels of Stalf, F[. M. Government should inform the
Roumanian Government. that in. the .cvent. of an.gattack on Roumania by the Soviet Union,
H.M: Government would give them all assistance in their power, but that the degree and charac-
ter of Lheir assistauve at any given moinenl would depend on the attitude of Turkey, Italy and
Bulgaria ; that we should tell the Tarkish Government beforchand of Lhe aclion conlemplated
and get Lhcu‘ concurrence “md that the, French (10\’clﬂlll(.llt should he asked to aﬂrc(.

2. Action under his'Conclusion is dcpm(ionl on the views of the Chiefs of Stalf, and I
should e very grateful therefore il you would let me know they concur.
“(S.1.) P Nickols

FRAN o ah ! REFE ! Voo

Arlnvb'ﬁe’ Statulrﬁ', ‘Coltclln mml‘nfl]mc ‘\Ill.'.‘llﬂ" mh 28‘%* ' Fmeu,fn Ofru Yo )71/24968,-1,-.‘11:')"—'116.'

S L

. . ) Iorwg,u (.)I[u,L
I AT RYRRNNRTRN VN PO SUMEI e o o 1 40 apn}u: 15

S0 A a'deva intibiite a sefilok nmhnu]or (ll‘plnmlatl(e din sud-estul Evropei; {inutd Pn Forclg.n
Oﬂ'l(:(‘ in 'l dprilie,* a” Tost ‘discul#LR. printre allele, problema politleli hoastri'generale fatd de
Roménia. Includ ufi‘extras frelevnnt-din- aceastd ml-natis Punctul principal eard di-iifteat in diss
ciilie in' ecoqslé ordine de idei. a Todt! poqlbilitﬂté.r'e\ tinderiigarartiilor noastre fild te Rominia
m édarl unul-atae al ‘Uiinnif: Sovietice. Agd euni:vei Vedeh-din éonch\/n, ‘o Post ‘ncceplat ca
In éonformitdte co vidérile’ comaildawlilor Staluled Major: guvernil: mahcclﬁlw '$@ley v informe
guvernvd roindit ed in’tventualftaten unni ata’é'sov fetic dsuira- Rdmaniel, ‘suvernul maiestatii
sale ti'va ‘atortla toald’ aistenfa '€t lir va sla‘in pl‘lt bre,'dar indrled s# 'caraclerul ajutornlvi
un moment dat va depinde de atitudinea Turcigl, H&Ned si B\ﬂgﬂrler" cXvomt iiforma guvih-
mil‘thte indinteh delinii prévizute di le-vorit da sprizjin i se va cereacordul guvedhwini francez.
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2. Actfiunca, dupi aceste concluziiy este. dependentit de opiniile comandatilor Statului
Major, si vi voi i foarle recunoscitor daci imi veli .aduce la, punostin|d. dacit cle concordi.

G e D vt 2 Niekols

T T L R TR I B , [ et o gy T s Lot

71940 aprilie 15, Bdcuresli. Nola a diplomatului britanic IHankey, adresati
Toreign (Ilalifax) Olffice-ului, in care comenleazit informarca primiti de
la consulul "britanic din Cernduli, Pyman, referiloare la alitndinea pstild 'a
populatiei ucrainecne din Bucovina [ald de guvernul soviclic.

B A o o . S
Nr. 143 i - British Legation
(96/16/40) . S .. Bucharest
Conlidenlial

K 15th April, 1940
To the Viscount IHalifax e F P
My Lord, 0o
I have the honour lo transmit copics of a semi-official lelter from Ilis Majesty’s Con-
sul at Cernduti whom we recently asked to report on the attitude of the Ukrainian population
of the Bukovina towards Lhe Soviet Union. Owing Lo Lthe conditions prevailing acros the border,
Roumanian Ukrainians appear to have hecome as hostile as any other section of the populalion
of this couniry te.the Sovict. Union; -and. there can be no longer any justifiecation for the
fears expressed by, for instance, the Assistant JRoumanian Military A:ttaché at Paris, as descri-
bed:in the, enclospre. o Your Lordship’s despatch Nr. 16 (R. 437/437/37)-of the 12th January,
that the Ukrainian minority ¢‘already have leanings: towards.a political umnion with their Urkai-
nian neighbours” even to the degree of aiding and abetting a foreign invasion of Roumania.
2. I undersland on good authority that only ihe younger generation of Ukrainians in
this country still hope for anything belter than the gradual improvment of their lot under Rou-
mania; and that thede young people, looking forward to an independent Ukraine, are naturally
most hoslile to the Soviets. An cspecially pewerful causc of fear and dislike for Bolshevism is
the deporlation of {he population that is taking place across the ' frontier.as mentioncd by Mr.
Pyman. ‘Polish sources estunate lhls at as: mudl as 100. 000 fmfn formcr Polish tcrltorv in six
lhonths" ; : [ Co
3. Tam son(hnma copy of Lhis despatch to His W[ajt,st\ s R cpr(-sontahvc at Mosco“

s 1 have!'the honour to be, With 'thé highest respoct, ’ iy
e - ’ . Lo 1 AN - O 'My Lord’ B
S DR Your Lordship’s' most- 'oUedlent i e

N ) 1o a1 . e Lo “humble - Scrvant
TR ™ e 'RM A. Hankey:

s . L - e b .,

Coleclia m'i'c_i'c:filn;lc Anglia, T. 283, c. 13‘0; Fﬁféiglf OIIiu:, 371,’2-‘[9_6'8.'

n

My Lord. (Domnule),

Am onoarea si va trimit copii ale unei scrisori scinioficiale dec la Majeslalea sa consulul
din ;Cerniuli, pe.care l-am,rugal cu putin timp.n urmma si intocmeased un raport referitor - la
atitudinca populaliei ucrainenc din Bucovina fald de Uniunea Sovicticfi. Datorild condiliilor
dominante de dincole de granitd, romanii ucraineni au devenit, sc pare, la fel de ostili Uniunii
Sovxcu“"ch toate celelalte nationaliti{i ale populafici din aceastd {ari (zond); acest lucru
nu mai Jusuﬁca in'nici un fel temerile exprimate, de pildi, de asistentul atasatului militar ro-
man de la;Paris, . aga-eum vi. sint prezentate in anexa expediatd cu nor. 16, din 12 ianuarie,
polnvnt ciireia minorilalea ucrainecana ,,este inclmala spre o unire polilicd cu vecinii lor ucrajs
neni”’ chijar. si- ip cazul complicitﬁt,ii impusc de 0 invazie strdind in Rominia.

3. Am. infeles din sursd sigurd ¢4 numai tinira generatic de ucraineni din acea.sta tara
mai sperd in ceva mai bun.decit 0 imbunitit{ire ireptati a destinului lor (a vielii lor) si de aceea
acesli -tinerj, privingd ,inainle spre o Ucraind indepcndentd, sint. binein(eles. mult mai-.oslili
Sovictelor. .Un motiv. puternic de teamii si de repulsie falid de holsevism gstle deportarea populati-
g de dincolg de fronlierd, menfionati de,dl.: :Pyman. Surse polonc/c apreciazi acnasta la circa
100.000 .din. fastul, lezitoriu . poloncz in.sase luni. . Lt

d Vi, trimil o copie a.acestei adrese cétre. Majcslatca sa lcpxcacutantul dv. la Moscova.
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Cial [
! Am onoarca, 54 fm cu dwsclnt rcspccl .
.

L ‘ . Al dv. prea 5upus. si umil seryitor © . )
P M. A, IIanl\e)

o . ’

P U N

The Hon B, MA. Il”mf\m g ) ;I}fiti'sili Co'r;‘su]alc .
' ucharest 07 T Cerniubi |
()5/5’390) ' ‘ lsl. Apl‘ll 1940

Conﬂ(lennal ) .
Dcar I[anl\c\, - .

I have taken some titiie to .ms\\cr \o‘dr letter (96/10’40) of fhc ")nd March as I wanted
16 go into the mattei 'as thoroughR: ‘45 possible.

I'think one can safely’ sav that- thc bulk of- the L'I\ramlan popuhtlon in the Bllcm ina is
hoslile 1o Soviet Russia. SRR

In thé carly ‘days of the Russian occnpahon of’ %oul‘h ‘Eastern Poland theré was a consi-
derible amouht ‘of propaganda aifhed ‘at the nationalist’ feclings nf the Ul\ramlans, but its
clfect diminished rapidly as conditions on the other side dclcnmdtcd and as mdré and more
new$ aboutt those 'conditions circulated’ on this side. The "cncxa] fecling amonﬁ the’ “‘Ukrainians
that {hey are miich betiér off'as they are issue chiefly {6 'their impression on the other side
there is absolule chaos, cxccpt in"'repressive mcasures, that the food situation - is had and
Tikely to get worse, and that'{t is very (l*fflcult to’buy ‘or sell.

Fear 'of -the Russian ‘pollcv of dcpor‘hllon‘ ‘lé‘ also very strong; It is 1mpossnble to fell how
many ]’)LOI)IO actublly have heén deported from’ South Eastern Polnnd but several puas'mts
Ukrainian 'refugees have come over, ledving whatdvér Iahd they may have had, rather than face
{he risk, and what niatters onthis slde is that Bueovinan’ L'I\ramlans are convinced {hat Sovict
rulc would expose them {o' the risk of deorhtxon to the interior of Russia.

The hoslility of Lhe Soviet regime to rchqwn makes it unpopular here; 'so docs the
suspicion ‘that it is apt to favour jews: and the occasional ‘communistic activities of poor local
Jews i$ no help to the Sovict chuse amoflgr the Ukralmans Reports ' that vanous Lypes of Asiatic
troops are in the 'Soviet army of occu atmn in the 'Polish Ukraine also lell agamst the Soviels.

) 2 Bucovian Ukrainians have not been cncourfwed by what they have heard ‘of ihe Sovnc
4tlilude to Ukrainian nalional life and culture; they bbllcvc th‘lt not onlv ihe leaders but many
of the ordinary members of the o]d Ukrainian pohtlc'd movements have bccn dcport?d or other-
wise disposcd of, and tlat représsivé measures have alsd’ been iaken ‘against the meémbers of
the co-operalive and cultural associations which had never taken any part in polilics. The local
Ukrainians do not’expect to be treated any differently if the Russians come here. Although
there are still a number of Ukrainian villages in the Bucovina in which the teaching of
Ukrainian has not been granted, much progress has been made since last December and Lhe villages
which have not yet been grated il hope lo be salislicd reasonably soon; this important grie-
vance against the Romanian Government has therefere list much of ils- fOl‘LC and in any case
does not now work to the advantage of Soviel Russia.

I do not want give, the Impression. that.no local Ukrainians at all are favourably disposed
to (he Russnns There arg a number of vxl]aﬂcs which have been pronie lo communism; Lhese
\111.1qu are usually near a faclory or saw- nn]l and have among, Lheir population a considerable
humber of unskilled w othcn, -who have no Iaid. and do nol carn. e¢nough Lo have any hope of
ever being able to buy any'; and in most viliages there are bound Lo be a few men with no land
and no prospects, but from Uic information which 1 have so lar reccived [ do net think that
their number is at-all large. Their existence does not, I think, viliale my generals conclusions.

I am sending a copy of this letler to Macrae.

e e

\ours cvcr,
Ve Voo :

e ! (Sﬂd ) L.E. L Pyman

Colectia microfilme Anglia, r. 283, ¢, 131—132; IForeign Office 371/2{968.

: it TR \ I e o [ PR
"‘Dragi IIankev ' ‘ v v
Am avut nevoie de cltva’ l.lmp pcnlru a raspundc ser nsoru mh; dm., 22 marlic, dat. Iund
cd am dorit si cunosc adevirata fatd a problcmcl .
Cred cit se poate spunc cu cortltudme cit majonta;ca populahen ucramcnc. din Bfucovma
esle ostild Rusiei sovietice.
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in primcle zile ale ocupatiei rusesti in Polonia sud-gstici (dm sud-¢stul P’olonici) s-a intre-
tinut o deosebita propaqandé vizind senhmontc]c naflomlxpf,c ‘ale ucmmcmlor, dar cfectele ci
au scizut cu rapiditate pe m'iéurﬁ ce se dcteriorall condifiile de cealaltd p.lrlc a granilei §i pe
misuri ce (ot mai multe’ qlufl dbsprc aceste condilii circulau in aceasti zonid. Senlimentul ge-
neral prmtrc ucramenl, cum ci ei ar i mai avantajali, este in con llﬂdl(l,lc cn nnqrcsna lor cil ge
cealaltd parte a "dranitei cste un haos absolut, exceptie ficind misurile rep esive, cum ar fi
sltuatla prO'lsti a aproviziondrii cu alimenle ciare se pare cii se va inriutati, iar .lccslllu.ru cste
foarte "dificil"d¢ ‘cumparat sau de vindut.

Foarte pulernici este, de asemenea, Leama de polilica ruseasced de deporlare. Este im-
posibil de stabilit exact cili oameni au fost deportati pind acum din sud-eslul Polonici, dar foarle
mulli tarani ucraineni refugiali au venil aici, cu orice rise, pirasindu-si pamintul, convinsi fiind

hlar i, legea Sov 1ctclor j~ar putea expune riscului deporlarii in inleriorul Rusiei.
' Oshlltalca manilestatd de rc"lmul SU\’lCllC Tald e rch;.,l,c determind o [garte scidzuld po-
pul‘.!u'nlate a aculuna aici; acelasi. luern a.hmcn!.c.u.n suspiciunea ¢, acest, regim ar fi capabil
si-i favorizeze’ pe cvrei; anemicele aclivititi comuhiste ale bielilor localnici evrei pu sint de nici
un folos cauzei Sovictului ,prinire weraineni. Rapearlele potrivil cirora (hl‘vnlc tipuri de trupe
asxat‘ e fac parlt, din .;rmaln sovielicd de ocupalic din U craina polonc[.n sinl un. argument in
plus fnpotriva 'Sonetclor ;

IJcrameml bucowncm nu au lost mcura]..\l,l dt. qcea ce au auzil dpa])ru zlllllldll]Ld Sovie-
111]111 fd.t.l de \1am ﬁl cultura nahunn uu'alpene ei cmd ci au logt deporlap nu munai conduci-
torn, cn si mu]tl dmlrc mcmbru de rind ai foslei migcdri pohl_lcc ucrainene sy allii chiar lichi-
dal,l, iar acesie misuri rcprosl\c au Tost lu.llL inpelriva membrilor ‘asocialiilor cooperaliste
sau culturale, care nu ay f.u.uL mcwdam pohlgca. Laocalnicii uu‘a,mqn nu se asteapld si fic tra-
tatl tn mod dcoseb;t dac.l rusn pulpd zana, pc§1 (‘_,\,lsld incd un, mare uumdpd(. sale ucrainene in
"Bncovma, fn care nu’s-a aprobat lnva area limbii ucrainene, s-au ficul tolusi,mulle progrese
din dcccmbn'c trecut, iar sateic cd 11‘01‘:1 nu 1 s:a, dat inci aprol)t\rca sperd c¢i o yor pl);mc cit de
curind; 'aceasti profundi jl"Ilu‘c adusi guv crnulu.l rpmin si-a dmunuaL tolusgi din [Igria si in
orjce_caz nu fay orizeazd in mc1 un fel Rusia soviclici,

N-ag vrea sd creez impresia ¢i tofi oc.ﬂmcu ycraineni smt osllh rusllox. anl(. sate an
fost oarcéum converlite Iy comumsm, aceste sdtL se Zlﬂd de obicei in. vecindlatea unci fabrici
o'lrcc‘i:clsau a tindia de. (,hercstca si au printre loc ulon un mlporlanlmmnar de mungilori ne-
callhcah, c.u'c nu .1u p.imint sx ‘mici nu cisligd SU}IL]U]I anLru a putea spera cit inir-o buni
zi si-ar Lump.n-a, m ce}e mai multc dere sate smt unii pamgeni care nu au pimint si nici sange
dc al doblhdl, d.u' dupa mformatulc pc cure, lc -am prnml numaru] lox esle. deslul (le redus.
h\lstent-l 1ot nu «.rcd ci cstc de naturd sa-mi mod,mu, caneluziile generale.

¢

. IR IR
e i C Ey ALdY.,
" - YR . RIS i R o LUEL. Pyman

oot e e [N P ! o e N EREE R

1940 aprilit 18, Bruxclles. Tcl(‘“mm.x ‘a; nldsalulux m,lll.u \l)m,ldmc Ja
Bruxélles, Sir L. Oliphant, adr('sata it or}:lgn Ofwa -uluj, prin [c,q:c anunta
: instructiunile primite do ambasada sovietici'dii BI’I]\E"(S d(; @ n.lrage
! nor o loate fondurilé t.ct.ltcmlor‘sovletlcl din biicile Romm'.]u o

[T o

Vo PETETET ) " g RV . L

ey , K , '’ = ."Geneml- Distrivntion
) RS ] At

From : Belgiuﬁl

’lclegram (en clau-) Irom bxr .. Oliphant (Brussels)

ISIEEI : 18th April, 1910
D.By Bag 18Lh Apnl 1940
R. 5.00 p.m. 19th Apu,l, 1940
No. 10 Saving

Naval Attaché has been informed by neatral friend that Soviet Embassy, hclc )?s becn
mstructed to send nolhmg to Roumania and the SO\'lt‘l. cltucns have l)cén to]d to rcmovo any
funds 'at presenit i Roumranian’ Banks. '

2. 1 reporl ahove for what it may e wdrth, S

*3. Plduse inform Director of Naval Intelligence. e

[T SR B RN TP Y

' e
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Coleclia micrefilyje Anglia, r. 283, c. 123; l*Tgrejgxl.Qf[iq;', 371,/2-‘19_(}_8.

_Alﬂ),ltul m,ll}ta.r”ql maripgi; a Iost. mformal de uyn .prigten;neutru ci- ambpsada sovieticd
ei a fosl jnstruila s3 .nu. lrm)lla nimic IRomaniei, iar celifenilor sovn,u(,x h s spus
i-S ;-clfrqg.,,n Loale fqnqu,n]c pe care e au depuse in bincile Ramanpjei. : )

L2 l{.xporlt,a arch, de mai sus pmlru lmport,a.n\a pe care o pot avea. I e
J lu{otumll, ~{i.rog, pe (llrt'clorul serviciului de informalii .al maringi.

[}

1940 aprilie 19, Bucaresti. Noti. a ministrylui britanic Jda. Bucuresti, Sir

R. Hoare, adresatii Foreign Office-ului, cuprinzid un raport al cqnsulului

5 ' ‘britanic la Cermiuti si un raport al consuliui bnlnmc la Gd]"lll, in care se
B nieﬂhoncq/.l ac tl\'ltat(-'l rusilor pe fronllu.l mm'mo pnlonn

. ‘.-‘yl H
Couhdent;al » .. British. Gonsulale

Lnnuml;crcd . . Cernauti:
(25/5/39D); +16th April, 1940
To R. 1). \Iat.r.le, Lsq.,. . . . \. ! '

1. \I Consul-General,

Galatz

Sir,

Wilh reference to my unnumbered telegram of the 12th April reportling aclivily on Lhe
Sovict side of Lhe Polish-IRoumanian frontier, 1 have he honour lo inform you that from laler
reports it appears Lhat the depth of the zone from which civilians arg peing removed varies
Trom haif a mile to the figure of five miles given in my telegran:.

The reports of Lthe arrival of considerable Russian forces, accompanied by tanks and motor
transport, in the fronhcr ‘zone appear to be well founded.

‘2. 1learn from a usually reliable source that opposite the village of Rastoace, on the Ce-
remus ‘above Vijnila,'the Soviet ‘authoritics are cléaring the hillsidés of 1imber ; here also the
civil population is heing removed. Barbed wire is now being put up for the first time on Lhe Polish
side of the Ceremnus. According to the Roumanian authorities in Vijnita the town of Kuty which
lies immedialely on the other side of Lhe Ceremus appears to be almost deserled.

3. Whatever Lhe ultimate inlentions of ihe Soviet Government it scems reasonable Lo
suppose that the clearing and wiring of the frontier is intended in the flrst place to chisure 4
closer comtrol® of ‘Lhe frontier over which there has so lar been commz{ a stcud) trickle of re-
Tugees, and ocecasional deserters and professional inforimers. i

4. Refugees who have reached Cernauti recently report (hat' alhough peasants are still
allowed to bring food into the lowns [ood is very expensive, limited to a few commodilies snch
as potatoes and difficult Lo obtain. Clothing and footwear are unobtainable. But worse 1than the
material privations of the people is Lhe slale of lerror caused by the Soviel pm(,liu of causing
peoplc to ,,disappear” w1thonl yvanun ; the prac.h,cc is clv;.gmbecl as “"deportation”, but no one
evcr’khm\s at what dcstlnallon the \Icllmlb arrive. he Lerrar is hclghluu.d by the fm,l that np
principle appesdrs Lo dictate the selection of the victims and that a falsc'accusation by 4n infermer
is quite.gufficient.lo cause a person’s *‘disuppearance’.'Women as well 4s men are taken. » -

5. lam sending copics of Lhis despatch to [Flis Majesly’s Chargé d’Affaires at Bucharest.

1 have cle. L ) ( o ] o

' t B PR (5d.) L.¥.L. Pyman
R RSN § IR - o il
Coleclia mic_rq[ilmc Anglia, r. 283, ¢. 139—140; Forcign Qllice 371/24968.
N [ A i o Lo A I T R BV A 1l - '

[ ' [ AR s I !

l)omnulc ' S o

N H " 1 o P

Refermdu -mi Ja telegrama meca nemunt,rql,al.i din: 12 aprilie,. r.c[untoart, Ia activilalea
din zona so’vu.llc"l a frontierej polone-romine, am onoarea si v informez ¢d din u,lllmelc ra-
poarte reicde ¢k marimen zowei-dire care a fost! mnta*l!r popula!;m ci¥ili varidta, ﬁmd o jumatate
de mild si nu cinei mile, cum pare in telegrama mea, oo ! RE A cue
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Rapoarlele referitoare Ja sosirea’tnui maré numir de’ trupe ‘rusesti, tnsofile de tanturi
$i Lransportoare, in zona fronticrei par insi intemciate.

s o2, Dintr-o-sursii démni de tncredere si des‘folositd afln” ¢ in par‘tca 'opusi gatului Ris-
toace, pe riul Ceremus,’ mai sus de Vijnifa, antoritifild sovielice degajedzi cosstele fmpidu-
rite ale dealurilor ; din aceastd zoni a-fost mutata si 'propnetatca clvild. Pentru inttia oari i
partea polonezi a Cercmusulm s-a pus sirmé ghimpati. Potrivit autontﬁtllor roméne dinVijnita,

orasul Kuty, care'se intinde in imediata apropiere'a malului opis al Ceremnsului, pare aproape
pustiu,

3. Oricare ar fi inten(iile ultimatumului guvernului sovietic ni se. pare normal sil presu-
punem ci cvacuarea $i marcarca cu sirmi ghimpatia a [ronlicrei are drept scop, in primul rind,
sil asigure un sitrict control al frontierei, care a devenil un punct de scurgere a refugiatilor si a
dezertorilor sia mformatoulor dc lllLSLl‘lL
N _‘-l'. RJu('xatu care an ajuns la Lcrnautl au relatat recent c.n téramlor li se mai permile
s3 aducd hrana in orasz, hrana este foacte scumpii, se limiteazA la strictul necesar cum ar fi car-
tofii, dar si asa este foarte greu de procurat. Imbracamintea si incialtimintea sint imposibil de
obtinut. Dar si mai greu de suportat declt lipsurile maleriale esle starca de teroare provocati
de practicile sovieticilor care provo.lul disparitia fird urma a unor persoanc: accastii’ ‘pﬂlct‘lca
este prezentata ca ,,dcportarc , dar nimeni nu stie niciodati la ce destinatic ajung’ Victithele.
Teroarea Bsle cu atit mai cumpliti cu cit se pare ci nu functioneazi nici un principiu de'scleéctare
a viclimelor $i ¢l o falsd acuzatie furnizati de un informator este suficientd pcntm 'duce la
s,disparilia” unei persoane. Sint luate in egald masuri si femici.

5. Voai trimmite eapii ale acestui raport insdrcinatului cu afaceri la Bucuresti.
L.T. L. Pyman
N : e
[ LA b : e t- T

10

1940 aprilie 1.9‘ Tolio. * Ll(."'lal‘l].l a rcprc/cnl..mLulm bnl.amc l‘l Tokio,
.- Sitr RR. Cr’uglq, adresati Forciga Office-uluiy referitoare la alltudnnca gu-
a vcrnulm japonez f.lt.i de, pregiitirea. ocup.lru Basarabiei de ciitre,sovictici.

. .. e , L e
i C Speozal Dr.slrllmlmn and War Cabinet’ ! T

. R l . .
o Vo N . v E H 4 P

Tl om Japan

Dccyph e SII;R Gralgle ('10]\\0) C . SOy

' o . - TR 21t 19th April, 1940 -

D 1').30 a.m. ‘)Oth April, 1910 et N o
OOpm 10thApnl;1910 o i I o FITITE

NO. 627:. o LS L st i Gy eyttt

Imporlan(

Sy . T f 1'5‘- J‘-v i
A | lcarn froi a fncnd agd’ lur“h official sourcc (hat Japancse GO\ crnmcnt hA\c re;lso{l lo
l)elle\c that a Russmn atla;.k on Roumanm is in pxlep.\rauon Sovnqt objective ]Jemg limjied at
present to occupation of Bessarabia. My source could ndl say whether:.er not this attack was

heing: ‘drran‘ged in conjunction with- Gerinany. . )
y.

. Some source mforms me, Lthough on less sure autherity, that Ilerr Ihller h'\s defi-
nitely a"rccd to assnst the realisation of Signor Mussolini’s ambition te conquer Yugoslavia.
Colectia microfilmz Anﬂln r. 283, ¢. 126 ; [‘orelgn Olfice 371/24968.

Am aflat de lx un prlctcn st dmlr ‘0 sursi oliciala la nivel Inalt ci guvernul J.lponcz cslc
tndreplitit s3 creadd ci Rusia pregitesle un alac impolriva Romiiniei, oblccl.lvul .acestui alac
fiind limilat deocamdati la ocuparea Basarabici. Sursa mea nu-mi poalc contu‘ma dac.{ acest
atac a fost progitit in colaborarc ¢ul: Gu'mam'v e : Cob e e

oY

2 Aqepasl surpi ma ln[ormcnzan d,mhr-un mcchu m.u putm .o[wml ¢l dl IIll.lLi' a aceep-
tat in ccl(, din urma si ajute realizarea ambitiel d-lui Mussolini-de a cuceri Ingoslavia: ' *
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RN ST IIR F
1940 aprilie 23, Londra, Notd a Forcign Office-ului.adresalii reprezenfan-
tului britanic Ia Moscova, J. . Le Rougetel, ]lalrivind,o“no.‘t:"i\_aﬂ ambasado-
rului polonez la Londra, releritoare la relatille so‘\-"'iclé'—i"c')mz‘m_b.'
' Lt LS | L

To. J. TL. Le Rougetel, Esq., M.C. . I?orjcign"d[ﬁpc'"'
No, 187 =~~~ v ‘ 23 April, 1940
(R. 4760/9/37)

7 /I trdnsmit to'yoti hirewitlia ¢opy'df a note which was handed to tlic Parliam c‘nl,':'{r;\"‘ 'U1l1dcr.-
Secrelary of Stale by the Polish Ambassador in London on the 18th April, on Soviet-Roumanian
relations.

2. It will be observed fepm paragraph 4 of Lhis nole Lhgt in the view ol the Pplish Awbas-
sador any negociations batw:en thr Allies and Lhe Soviet Union would be likely to increase the
Soviet menace to Roumania. This point was discussed at e first meeting al thc Foreign Office
with  His Majesty’s Rxepresentatives in the South-Easter Etirope during their récent visit ;md
it was generally Lthought that if [{is Majesty's Government were to take up the Sovict ‘Govérn-
ment’s proposal for trade negociations) the Roumanian Govérniment woiild probably ‘regard it
as a time-saving devise ont' their.part; pending the day when the ' Allies would be TeadV 1o take
more cnergetic:measures against ‘the Soviet Union. ' o ;‘” R
3. I amn sending a simildr despalch to Bicharest. ' B
[ am, wilh great trulh,

Sir, E
Your obedient Servant,
tooa e ol (Fortlié Sceretary of State) - Lot
B (Sd.) Phitip Nichols

AETR A i o NS
Colectia microflilme Anglia, r. 283, ¢. 109, Ioreign Office, 371/24968.

‘ '

o " ' © Y33 aprilie 1040

Domnule, !

-

., V& frimit. o copic a unci nole care a fost inminald subsecretarului de stak penlru relalii
;:u‘.jl?gr]_mv‘nglvyf}'l de citre gmbasadorul Polonici la Londra, In data de 18 aprilie, referitoare la
rcl‘al,i‘ilg-,'sovieto-romitne. - . T N R : o
.. 3. Veli pytca obserya in paragraful 4 al acestei nole ¢3 punctul de vedere; al mmbasa-
dqijmui polonez este ci orice.negocieri Intre aliati 5i Uniunca Sovieticd n-ar face decit.sd sporcascii
pericolul soviétic.'a_supra‘Bpmaniqi,., Accst -pynct a fost discutat la prima intilnire a.Foroign
Office-ulyi cu reprezentaniii. Majestatii sale.din sud-gstul' Europeis in timpul recemici lor vizite
§i s-a,?prcgig; cil in general, dacd guvernul Majestilii salg,ar lua propunerca guvernuluir-sovielic
drept ‘subicct de negocieri, guvernul romdn ar, privi-o probabil.ca. pe 0. portiti de: galvare,.in
asteptarca zilei in carc alialii vor [i gata si ia misuri. mai energice impotriva Uniunii Sovielice.

3. Trimit o telegramf aseminiloarc la Bucurcsti. o

o ' TAL dv.
. _ sincer §i supus |slcr\:§‘l0|',
LTy . ,. Dnilip Nichols. ..
R T ' ) S o N i

T Y

L o o "..
T T AP 12- il S i te

PO B v ST L | L. o - . AT
a 1940 dprilie 24, Bbéilr_e.sli. Telegramy a ministruluj britanje la Bucuresli,
Sir R. Honré, adreshti Forcign Office-ului, referitoare 1a declaratiile tnsir-
anttoe e e icinatului pu afmcord sovietie la Bucuresti, privind izonéle ce drmieazi a fi
ocupate de trupele sovielice in RRomdnia. R I e N N
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General Distribution T
From : Roumania
l‘eleqram (en clan') d‘rdm Sir R. Hoare, (Buchdrcs‘t) ,,‘ L
‘D. April 24in, 10400 v
R. 4.35 p.m. \la\ an 1940
No. 45 Saying
SovncL (.hal‘-‘.,t‘ d’Alfairs was recently asked by a nculral (‘OHC']"U(‘ w h'll were Hussxan

!

aims in Roumania. -

Tle discounled desire to sccure territorial cession bul inlemaied that Russmns \\ould
wish to obtain right to garrison certain areas in the north and 1o have representatives and pos-
sihly.troops in Roumanian ports. This appears Lo be very similar Lo arrangement made hy Soviet
Government wilh Baltic Stales.

Pepeated Lo Moscow. O "

" i

Colectia mi'cro[ilmc'Anglia,’r.‘27-1, c'. 142 ;fForcign Office, 3_71'/24968.'

1
e
insurcmatul sovxanq,cu Jfaccrn an,st uccnl intrebat de un go]cg ncu.tru care sml rséepunle
urinirite de Rusia ig Rominia. | ' REU
.. Elnu.a dat crezare dorintei.de a voqhea mdqplmtrca operatlunu de codarc lmulomalﬁ
.cn a suqu-at cd rusji ar dori sd.obtinid dreptul de a ineazprma ;anumite zone in;nerdul: darii- si
53 aibi reprezentanti si eventual trupe in portunile roininesti. Acest lucru se ascam.’ma {oarte
mult cu intelegerea Ticutd de "uvcrnul sovietie cu. ldrile baltice. I

13

1940 iunie .'.’7,'_‘\nl.'ura.‘ Telegrami a reprezentanlului diplomatic hritanic
Ja Ankara, adresala Forcign Office-ului, referiloare la ultimatumul dat de
Uniunea Sovieticd Rominici, privind cedarea Basarabiei si Bucovinei.

Lo 2 ¢ [EN AT -
From Turli'ey’ l
Vo ~Sir H. Knatchbull THugessen (Angora)
D. 8.58 p.m. 27th June, 1940
R. 11.30 a.m. 28th June, 1940 !
No. 652

v "Minister for ‘Forb‘ign Affairs informdd’ 1h( “Lthis marning of Russia’s' ﬁ]lnnatum lo Ro-
mania which he stated cxpires at 10"8¢lock ‘this evening. He undérstodd Ramahia’ mlcnds to
vield and that they arc prepared to cnter inlo discussions with Soviet in réghrs to '50\ iet de-
mand Hor cession of BuKovina and Béssaralija. Gerfiin AmBassador who'called on, 'Suretary
‘General toddy-was informied of Sovict ultimatum.- ‘\hmsior 10¥ Forejgn “AfLairs statcd that Iicrr
von'Pipen appearcd to fgrp. omit: ']Je] taken 'ib’ték #id that 'hé“rt' warked that'he [nbw] un-
derstood that settlemerit. Minister for I oreign Afflajir$ deduces fro this that “there ma\ ha\ ¢ been
some understanding betwden ‘Sovict :and: German 'Govérnment ’“lnch has now bdu’ tlcp 1r1cd
from: by Soviel n(‘-ovm'mnent il 'sending theéir Ml‘txm'\tmh e '

. oot B YA F R S ERRE DI & RN G , iy "
' o it

Colectia microfilme Anglia, r. 274, c. 1651 T"&l"cig‘n]\l‘fﬂil‘s, 371 /24968.

Ministrul afacérilor s(raine m-a informat in aceasla dimineatld despre ultimatumul
Rusici dat Roméniei, al efirui termen expira Ja ora 10 in aceasld seard. i au injeles ci Roménia
intentioneaza si cedeze $i ci romdnii sint pregitili sit inceapd convorbiri cu Unjunea Sovietica
releritoare la cererea acesteia de afi cedale Basarabia si Bucovina, Ambasadorul german, care
l-a sunat azi pe secretarul general, era informat despre ullimatumul sovietic. Ministrul afacerilor
striiine a afirmat cd dl. von Papen a fost luat prm surprgn(lerc sicda L rengreat cét a infcles acea-
sti mal c\rﬁ' Mgustrul .Jfau.,nlor slrame dpducc din. .gcc.xsla cdan fi jputut exisla o infelegere
falre; uuvuuele sovigtio, §i. gc,rma.n, u,l:e acwin -s-a nyaleridizat inutrimiterea ultimaturmlui
dec citre guvernul sovietic. SR ot - o o
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b o A e e e e Y
' ot i i Bl N e P
1940 iunic 27, Bucurcsli. Nota tclefonici a rcprcnntanluhu dlplomdlnc
- britanic la Bucuresti, Sir. 3. Hoare, adresati I‘oreign Office-ului, refe-
., Fitoare. la ultmmf,umul dat de Uniunea Sovicticd Romanici privind cedarea
BaS-ll'J.l)lLl )l a um-l p‘uh din Bucovma
o I . ce
. From Romania - Lo
»Sir R, Hoare (Buuhal esh) [N < 27th June, 1940
oD, 6.00 p.m: : el
K. 7.35 p.m. i ,
Nr. 592 ) ¥ i e
Most meedmle
Soviet Goverument delivered to Romanian Minister a twenty-four hours ultimatum at
10 last night demnanding: surrender of Bessarabia and parl of Bukovina.
22, - understand that Romanian . Gov(_rnm(,nt have appealed to Italian and Gérman
(vO\erllmcms but so far:ihere i§ no reply. L '
3. Yéugoslav Ambassador has instructions to urge Romanian Governmcnt to show ui-
most ,,prudence’”’..Fie has secn the King who struck him as being calm: F
Colectia microfilme Anglia, r. 274, c. 157 ; Foreign Office, 371/24968. -

R

Fodrfe urgent.

o AT e 0 P

Guvernul sovietic a dat ministrului roman un ultimatum de 24 de erc aseari ‘la:ora
10,-prin care cere cedarca Basarabiei 5i a unci pirti din Bucovina..

2. Inteleg ci guvernul romin a apelat Ia guvernele italian si german, dar nu ‘a“priniit
fncd nici un raspuns.

3. Ambasadorul iugoslav arc instructiuni si recomande guvernului romin si dea do-
vadi miical;ldc',,p_nudcn;ﬁ". El ],]a:véztll Pt rege, care i s-a parut a i calm.

'

" i M

T L T o " .
15 .
1940 {unic /87, 28, Londra. Nole! ale borcngn Office- uluvadrcsatc rcprt,-
zentantulai . diplomal.lc britanic la. Bucuresti; privind pozilia ‘Marii. Bri-
tanii in eventuulitatea unui atac al Uniunii- Sovictice asurpra Rominiei
(sciiparea Basarabiei si Bucovinei).

Mi}tlu.t,c:s on Bl‘zc'lllaresl'!g:“lcjral)z No. 592

It was almost.incvitable that this should happen sooner or'later. The move may repré-
sent an attoampt ba the Sovict Lo stake.out their claim bafore Germanyihas an opportunity. of
moving eastwards and forestalling her. It is, however, more-likely than the step has beenjtaken
in collusiop with. Germany and Italy — an indication that this is the case.is (which.is) contained
in paragzaph 2.of the present telegram. ,

Press reports this evening have becn somewhat wild,’ dl‘ld sormc of them say that much
mope fhan Bessarabla and a part of Bukovina is involved. They claim that Russia‘is determined
tomove downywizll across the.-mouths:of the Danube. This would provide an excellent basis for
a quarrel betwedn the Soviet and ‘a Germany cut off Tfrom the Black Sea, * but the report s
unlikely to prove correct. ) T v

From our own purely sclfish point of view this seizurc of Bessarabia, if it remains' confi-
ned to that'territory, does hot greatly change thie position. Rumania lias gone too far towards
the Axis Powers for there to be any'question of her thinking of appealing to our guarantee, and
in any event we fortunately made it quite pldin, in December last, that when we'gave the gua-
rantee we never contemplated more than ‘the case of attack by Germany ‘We cxplained that in
the case of-an -attack from Russia, our action would have to be'dependent on’ the attitude’ of'
Turkey and of Italy. Italy's entry into tlie war has provided us with an automatiec let-out: Tarkéy’s
attitude will also.be an excuse, since she has made it quite plain that she will not do anything
for Roumania of .the Russians'do not move heyond' Bessarabia. '
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The cffcct on Lhe situation as regards the supply of oil Lo Germany will probably be negli-
glble — (.crl.zmly so if Russia docs not move boyond Bcssarabla

[ ( ot aaror .

, J’Lh June

i S H i

1t scems ‘probable that this slcp Tas been La]\cn in coliusmn mth Gﬂ:rnany and Italy, and
not impossible that it has already been the subject of sceret negoclaﬂons between Roumanm
and the Soviet Government (we have had seine secret reports to this effect) ; if the latter report
were true, the ultimatlum would be in the nathre ofia face saving device for Roumania.

So long as the.occupation is confined to Bessarabia and paris:of the Bukovina, and docs
not include concessions in ports at the moulh of the Danube and beyond — as ko whlch rcports
arc at present conflicling — no reaction need he expected fram Turkey.

The reactions which will be of imniediatle interest will be {hose of Bll(lapcsl and-Sofia;
already there are reports that Romania has concentrated her army on the Transylvanism Iron-
ticr. The Hungarian attitude will certainly be guided by the - advice of ‘Berlin 'and Rome.
As it does not appear that il is. lo 1hc .interest ofc¢thé  Germans at ihe simoment to
spread {he war to the Balkans, it scems: probable ihat tlie Hungarians -will stay 1heir hand,
all the more so as the Germans have probably explained. to them. thal {hey arc now maslers
of Europe, and will be able to redraw the map of Europe at their deisure: Very likcly much
the same advice will be offered to the Government:in Sofia by the Axis powers. Here it scems
quite likely that the Bulgarian: Governmnent would prefer in any case to:wait until the end of
the war before taking any action in furtherance of their territorial clain s, but it may be Lhat
their hand will be forced by public opinion in their own country ; here the atlilude of Turkey should
be a stabilising factor. If Bulgaria were lto occupy the Dobrudga, Turkey would be Dound,
under the Balkan pacl, to altack Bulgaria. It may be that the Axis pow cn) will warn hcr that
she will do so at her peril, in which case Turkey might think again. : o o

My conclusion is therefore that the Axis powers will probably for Um monrenl lry and res-
train.both Sofia and Budapest from laking aclion against. Romania. ..., . ;

I'. Nichels T
;- 28th June, 1940--

L0l

1 took advantage of ‘a visit from the Romanian’ Minister this c\fr-‘ning"lb dsk him, as was
suggesled in telegram No. 594 from Bucharest, what the terms of the reply ol Lhe Romanian
Government to {he Soviet ultimatum had been. M. Tileca told me that the Romanian reply had
been shorl, had indicated a willingness Lo discuss the Soviet proposals, but that it had heen met
with a refusal to discuss and an carly time limit. The Romanians have accordingly replied that
they yiclded to force. As a result Bessarabia and north of .Bykovina -were being handed over
the Soviet- Union. There had beem.no request for Lhe pori:of. Tulcea or for protection of Con-
stanza. The Romanian Minister informéd me that his Government had not. replied without pre-
vious consullation with all 1he Balkan Governinents, including Turkey. All these Governments
had recommanded a peaceful settlement.

M. Tilea expressed his opinion that he feared the.fale of Romania would follow that
of Poland, but in the inverse sense, that is that the Russians would enter first and the Germans
afterwards, thus the two countries felt that the Llerms of our guarantee would not need to Dbe
implemented. He was clear in- his mind ihat the circumstances of this unhappy story did not
invoive FHL.M.G. in. an. nmplementahon of- ileir guarantee. (R

He dsked whether we were gomg to make any further statemenl lo thaose which had be-
ch made unofficially; for instance in The Times. He felt that The Times leading'articlé, which
acknowledged openly that King Carel had turncd more and' more to Nazi Germany -ds his “pro<
tgetor, was throwing away the posilion in Romania from-our point ‘of view. Hecaccepted that
no occupation of territory of a friendly Governnient could be a matter of indiflerence to H.M.G.
and that 1 could express to. him the.sympathy :of the British Government at the severe -fate
which haa befallen the. provinces so dear 10 Romania."The Ministér said thatihe was grateful
for this expression of opinion. He reminaed me of the protests made by Lord Salishbury and Mr:
Disracli in 1878 when ihis territory had. changed hands. e asked me to,dp, what L could to
obtain, in the [press, rather warmer refcrences to the loss of Romania Lhan had been ‘apparent
h:therto. In partlcular, he hopped that it would be poss1b1e to make clear. to ‘the British publi¢
that we could not be indiiferent to any. occupation of terntory which for the, dupahon of, the
war we must regard as. provxslpnal and which we could not recognise. I replied that 1 should
haye to.sec how far we could go, that 1. thought somethmg on the lines of my. shatemcnt above
might help meet the, situation. T i REEETS

-‘Before be left, the Minister: expressed hls belxef that the ultxmate mtcntwn of the Soviet
Union was to reach the Strait. He could.not' Help:feeling himself the Germans ‘would not niind:
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this development because they would feel they might lurn oul the JIjussians at a later dale, per-
haps wilh the aid o[ Turkey,. L said lhat Uus was going a little far, and thati ;ncanwlile we
must trust ‘malters would not. develop furl.h(,r 1o the (lel.rlment of Romanian jinterests... On
leavipg, the Minisler again thanked me for the expressions .of sympathy on behalf of Lhc Secre-;

tidry of  State which I had given him.
’ ' » 28111 .Iunc, 1940.

, - s
| I ‘

Colectin mncrofllme Anglia, r. 283, c. 152—15o 1° orewn Offlcc 371/'71968

\
il '

MlnuLc prlvm.d tclcgram.l de la Bucurestl nr. 592

Lra aproape inevitabil ca acest lucru s se intimp]e mai dcvremc saul mai lirziu. Accasta
.xchunc poate repx;ezc,nta o tentalivd a Umunu Sovietice de . .marca in-fala Germaniei faptul cd
aceastid pretentie este o imprejurare favorabila de a avansa spre esl i de a acapara- zona. Acest
lucru este insa mai degrabd. un pas ficut de. comun acord cu Gernania si Ilalia — o indicatic
ci aceasta, este problema coul,mut.l in: paragraful 2 al prezentei telegrame.

Prosa anunta ci in aceastd scari s-a petrecut ceva de o silbiiticic fard precedent, iar
unii dintre-ei spun c¢i sint amestecale. atit -Basarabia, cit 3i o parte din. Bucovina. Ziarislii
pretind ¢ii,Rusia este obligatd si coboare si si treacdt de gurile Dundérii. Acest lucru ar consti-
luj o excelenild bazi pentru o disputi intre Uniunea Sovieticd si:Germania, aceasta din urmé llp-
sitd fiind aslfel de icsirea la Mareca Neagri, dar informaliile presei- nu par a fi corecte.

Din punct de vedere strict personal apreciem cd aceasld cedare a Basarabiei, daci rii-
mine limitatd la acest teritoriu, iiu schimbi prea mult pozifia. Roménia si-a indreptat préa mult
atentia spre. Puterile Axei si' de aceea acum nu mai poate fi vorba de a solicita o garantic din.
partca noastri §i in orice taz, din fericire, noi i-am acordat-o din plin‘in decembrie trecut, alunci
cind am asigurat-o ¢ nu ne vom mentine in rezervi decit in cazul unui-atac al Germaniei.

Noi amn explicat ci in cazul unui atac din parteca Rusiei actiunea noaslri ar depinde de.
atitudineéa Tureiei si Italiei. Intrarea Italiei in rdzboi nc-a fost pur si simplu dear comunicati;
atitudinea Turciei ar putea fi o scuzi, de vreme ce a spus clar ¢i nu va face nimic pentru
Romania dacd rusii nu trec dincolo de Basarabia.

Efectele acestei situalii in privinta suplimentului de petrol necesar Germaniei vor fi
probabil neglijabile — dar acest lucru este. valabil numai in eazul in care Rusia nu va trece
dincolo de Basarabia.

27 iunie

Se pare ed acest pés a fost [dcut in inlelegere cu Germania si ltalia si nu este imposibil
ca acest lucru sd fi fost deja subiectul unor negocieri secrete intre 1Romania si guvernul sovietic
avem in acest sens unele rapoarte secrete); daci acest ultim raport ar fi adevirat, ultimatumaul
(n-ar fi altcewa decit o niscocire faverabili [{omadiniei,

Atita timp cit ocupatia se rezumi la Basarabia §i la unecle pirti din Bucovina si nu
include teritorii concesionate in porturi, la gurile Dundirii §i dincolo de ‘ele — mai ales atfta
timp cit aceste rapoarte sint contn(hctoru — nu ne putem astepta la nici o reactie din partea
Tureciei.

Rcactiile care vor. stlmi un interes _imediat vor fi cele ale Budapestei si Sofici; cxistd
deja rapoarle in care sc afirmi ¢i Romdnia si-a concentrat armata pe frontiera cu Transilvania;
atitudinea Ungariei va fi cu sigurantd determinati de sfaturile Berlinului si Romei. Alita
timp it se pare ci nu este deocamdati in interesul Germaniei si extindi rizboiul in Balcani,
este probabil ca Ungaria sd slea dcoparle, mai ales cd Germania i-ar fi spus ci ca este acumn sbi-
pina Europei §i cdl ea va fi capabili si refacd barta Europel pe indelete. Un sfat asemindtor a
fost dat guvernului Sofiei de citre puterile Axei. In orice caz, se pare ca guvernul bulgar ar pre-;
fera si astepte pind la sfirsitul rizboiului, luind orice acliune drept sustinerea pretentiilor sale™
teritoriale, dar este posibil ca mina sa si fie forfati de opinia publicd in propria lor fari; in
acest caz atitudinea Turciei ar fi un factor de stabilizare. Dacd Bulgaria ar ocupa Dobrogea,
Turcia ar fi obllgata, pe baza paclului Balcanic, si atace Bulgaria. S-ar putea ca putcrile Axei
s o avertizeze cd dacd va proceda astfel i$l va penchla sxtuatm si, In acest caz, Turcxa ar recon-
sidera luerurile.

‘Concluzia miea este, de accea, cd putenle Axei vor fncerca probabll si detemune aUt
boﬁa, cit 51 Budapcs“ta sd se abtina de la once actlune impotriva Romamel.
1

28 iunic 1940.
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- In aceastil setirii am prbfitat de vizita ntinisirului roman pcntru a-l irtrebh, dsa curﬁ m-
s=u 'sugerat in- tclegrania nr. 594° de'1a ‘Bucuresti; in ce termerii- a rhspuns guvernul rothan ultima
tumului soviétie..DI. Tilea mi-a'spus cit'rispthsul romanilor a fost scurt,’ dow:dnﬁd bunav ointa
in a-discuta ‘proputidrile sovietice, dar s-a izbit- de ‘refuzil de' a‘se purta: discutli si de’ un tlmp‘
limiti foarte scurt. Rominii au raspuns in consecinli cii nu vor ceda declt'in fata fortcn Ca
rezultat, Bdsdrabia si nordul Bucovinei au fost cedalc Uniunii Sovictice. Nu s-au formulat
revendiciri referiloare la porlul Tuleea si la proteclia Constanfei. Ministrul romin m-a informat
ca guvernul siiu nu a replicat £ird o consullure prealabili a Luturor celoralte guverne baleanice,
inclusiv Turcia. Toale aceste guverne au recomandat o rezolvare pe cale pagnicd a problemei.

DI1. Tilea si-a exprimat lemerca cid dupﬁ ciderea 13omdniei va urma aceea a Polonici,
dar in sens invers, dacd Rusia ar fi prima invadatoare si' germanii ar vent dilpii accel, astfel
incit cele dond tirl au simtit ci termienii garantulor ‘noastre nu este’ cazul si fie’ e\ecutatl
In' mintea lui era elar cd imprejuririle Jcesu‘l nelericite inlhnp’l’m nu implid} ‘g ﬂ'uvernul \‘laleslatn
salé in cxecutarca garantiei sale.

El a intrebat dacii avem de gind sd mai facém vreo dcclaratlc in plus fat.l de cele fi-
cule in mod neoficial, ca de exemplu in- ,»The Times”. 1 socotea’ ef articolul de fond al zia-
rului ,, Times”, carc a admis (declarat) in mod deschis ci regele Garol s-a ‘oriérilat din ¢d in ce
mai mult spre Germariia nazistd ca sprc un protector al siu, a nesocotit, din punctul nostru
de vedcere, siluatia din Romania. El a acceptat punctul meu de vedere potrivit ciruia,, Times”’
nu reprezinta pozilia oficiald si declaratia mca potrivit ciireia ocuparea teritoriului condus:de
un guvern pricton nu poale l3sa indiferent guvernul Maicstitii sale si- faplul cd' prin mine gu-
vernul britanie. isi exprimi compasiunca fald de cumpiily soarld care a -lovil proviuciile atit
de dl‘df,l Rom&mm. Ministrul Tilea a- spus-ci imi este rqcuuos«.ator JPpeniru cxprimarea aceslui:
senliment., El mi-a ummlll. despre protestele lordului Salisbury si ale dommnului -Disraeli din
1878, cind acesle leritorii si-an schimbat stapinul. 1i1 m-a rugat si fac ot posibilul peniru a
obtine din parlc.l pr(,sel referiri mai calde despre picrderea suferitii de Romadnia decil ccle de
pina acum, tn parlicular, el sperd cd ¢sle posibil sa se clarifice in fala publicului brilanic fapml
¢t noi nu putcm fi indiférenti 1a nici o formi de .ocupare a unui teritoriu pe care, pe toati
durata rizboiult!;' hei trebuie si o privim ca provu(mc si pe care nu o pulem rccunoaﬁlu
[am raspuns cit am s lac Lot posibilul si ¢cd m-am gindil la felul in car(. chldm;m niea pe mar-
ginea aceslzi problenie ar putea influentu poziliv siluatia.

Inainte de a plecs, ministrul si-a exprimat p.‘rerea ¢ intentia ultimatumuliui  niunii
Sovielice este de a ajunge la slrimntori. E1 nu poatc créde ci germanii nu vor fi afcetali d&¢ adea-
stid cxpansiune teritoriali doar pentru ci stiu cd ii vor putea cvacua pe rusi pesle citva timp,
evenlual cu ajulorul Turciei. I-am spus ci merge prea departe si cd intre timp ircbuie si cre-
dem cii luerurile nu vor lua o intorsituri si mai putin favorabili interesclor Romaniei. La
plecare, ministrul mi-a mulfumit din nou pentru summcntck de sunpatle pe care i le-am trans-
rhis din partca mlmstrulm secretar de sl:at

. - '28 iuhic 1940

H Ini ot e '
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1940 inlie 5, Roma. Raport al reprezentantului britanic la Sfintul Scaun,
cuprinzind referiri la un articol apirut in ziarul ,,Osservatore Romano”,
. in"care se face un istoric al dominaliei Rusnel asupra Basarabiei.
, British Legatlon to the
v ! Holy Skee,
Rome, '

L July 5 th 1940
No. 5. I .

(72/2/40) To Right Honourable . o
: “The Vlscuuntl{allfax.l{ G G C S I~ ete. A

My Lord, L

I have the honour to report tlhat after a long abstentlon from any political comment, the
»»Osservatore Romano” on July 1 st venturad on.a two page article, on the subject of the Rus-
sian claim to Bessarabia. It will be remembeéred that about two months ago._the indignation
of the Italian authoritles with the ‘Ossstvatore Romano's” presentation of 'the news came
to a head, with the result that the Vatican decided, or found itself forced, to require all poli-
tical news or comments bevond official notifications to be excluded from the columns of the
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paper; only on such conditions apparently was permission given for it to circulate again throu-
ghout Italy. As a result it has lost all value as a reliable source of ‘news to the Italian people.

2. The article with regard to Roumania pointed out that Russian dominion over Bessa-
rabia began in 1812 and lasted until the European war. Prior to 1812, however, Bessarabia
had always been an integral part of the Roumanian princedom of Moldavia, at any rate from the
12 th century onwards. Its cession to Russia \vas clfected in 1812 by the Turks and was re-
garded as a violation of the pledges assumed by them when establishing a protectorate over
Moldavia. After 1812 Russian policy endeavoured to promole colonisation by non — Rouma-
nian clemenls. Nevertheless Bessarabia remained a province inhabitéd by a Roumanian majority.
After 40 years of Russian domination namely in 1856, Russian statistics revecaled that 759 of
the population was Roumanian. On the eve of the European War the Imperial Russian adminis-
tration recognised that 2.000.000 out of the total population of 2.600.000 were Roumanian.
Roun:anian statistics in 1930, ten vears after union with Roumania, were 1he following : Rouma-
pians 1.800.000, Russians 345.000, Ukrainians 313.000. Thus, even when the Russian and Ukrai-
nian populations are combined, they are a small minority compared to the Roumanian popu-
lation which is now believed to excced 2.000.000. In Bukovina the Russian minority is quite
insignificant, as even Moscow rccognises. Thus, quite apart from treatics and historical consi-
derations, cthnographic reasons confirm the Roumanian character of Bessarabia, which in 1918
was given back lo Roumania, not under the provisions of a treaty, but as a {(the) result of
a popular plebiscite ; it was only subsequently ihat treaties were signed to recognise and con-
firm this fait accompli.

I have the honour to be,

My Lord,
With the highest respect,
Your Lorrdship’s most obedient, humble servant,

D.G.
Coleclia microfilme Anglia, r. 274, ¢. 147—148; Foreign Office, 371/24968.

Legatia britanicd la Sfintul Scaun
Roma
5 inlic 1940

Donmul mecu,

Am onoarea si vid comunic ci, dupi o indelungati abfinere de la orice comentiariu
polilic, ziarul,,Osservatore Romano’ din 1 iulic se angajeazi in abordarea in cadrul unui articol
pe doud pagini, a problemei pretentiilor teritoriale ale Rusiei in privinta Basarabiei. Va rea-
mintese cd in urmi cu doud luni indignareca autoritifilor italiene fati de felul in care au fost
prezeniate unele stiri de catre ,,Osservatore Romano” a ajuns la culme, astfel ineit Vaticanul
a holdrit, sau mai exact s-a vizut fortat sa cearii sit fie excluse din coloanele ziarului orice
stire sau comenlariu politic bazate pe declaratii ncoficiale; numai in aceste conditii i s-a per-
mis acestui ziar si circule din nou prin intreaga Itatic. Prin urmare, ziarul si-a pierdut orice
valoare ca sursid de informalii peniru peporul italian.

2. Articolul referitor la 1iomania remarca faplul c¢ii dominalia Rusiei a -durat pini
la primul rizboi mondial. Totusi, inainte de 1812, Basarabia afost intoldeauna parte integran-
ti a principatului Moldovei, cel pulin din secolul 12 incoace. Cedarea ¢i in 1812 de ciitre turci
a fost priviti ca o Incilcare a garantiilor pe care uceslia le figiduiserd in momentul in care an
instituit protcctoratul asupra Moldovei. Dupd anul 1812 politica ruscascd s-a straduit si pro-
moveze colonizarca cu elemente neromanesti. Cu loalce acestca Basarabia a riimas o provincie
locuitd in majoritate de romani. Dupd 40 ‘de ani de dominatie ruseascd, adici in 1856, statis-
ticile rusesti au ardilat ci 75% din populafie era formati din romaini. In preajma primului
rizboi mondial administratia Imperiului rus a recunoscut ci 2.000.000 cin tolalul populatici
de 2.600.000 erau romani. Datele statisticilor romanesti din 1930, la zece ani dupd unirea Ba-
sarabiei cu Romania, crau urmadtoarele : 1.800.000 romani, 345.000 rusi, 313.000  ucrainieni.
Astfel, chiar si atunci cind populatiile ruseasci si ucrainiana sint socotite la un loc ele reprezinti
0 micd parte in comparafie cu populalia romfneascii; aceasta se presupune ci depisesle acum
2.000.000. In Bucovina minoritatea ruseasci cste practic nescmnificativi, acest lucru recunos-
cut fiind chiar si de Moscova. Abstractic ficind de tratatle si consideratii istorice, este confirmati
$i de argumentele de naturi etnografici preponderenta romdnilor in Basarabia, nu prin pre-
vederile unui tratat, ci ca rezultat al unui plebiscit; fapt urmat de semnarea unor tralate ce
recunostcau si- conlirmau acest fapt deja implinit. -
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