PREZENTARI DE FONDURI
SI COLECTII

Diplomati romdni: Grigore Gafencu (VIII)

Prezentim in continuare a doua parte a conferintei Communism versus
Man, sustinuti de marele diplomat roméin Grigore Gafencu, la Town Hall,
Londra, la 8 noiembrie 1949.

MILIANA SERBU

COMMUNISM VERSUS MAN
111

We have seen how Communism in’ power has declared war of Man,
we have seen its arms and methods of warfare. Let us now enter the camp
of the victims. There, in spite of a regime that tries to standardize the world,
there is still wide diversity. Each country lives out its own drama, each man
suffers after his own fashion. Yet it is, alas, easy to group these sufferings
into a single whole, for when he is injured in the depth of his being, Man,
whoever he may be, Polish or Bulgarian, Hungarian, Serb or Romanian,
feels the same distress. Today this human distress exists only behind the
Iron Curtain, but since the natural human reaction to conditions that may
extend and become general it has also a universal character. That is what
I should like you to feel in hearing the men whom I know best, the men of
my own country.

But first let me correct a missunderstending. Certain foreign observers
have declared that men bedind the iron curtain are not as sensitive as men in
the west; that they more readily endure oppression because they have never
known liberty or democracy. Westerners, confident of their liberalism and
their democratic spirit, may imagine that their political convictions would
safeguard them from the misfortunes that have fallen upon their fellowmen
of the cast. This is, I believe, a dangerous error. Hurried travelers have
light-mindedly hastened to publish best sellers after a mere glance behind the
iron curtain, and so have helped to hide the reality of a problem wich con-
cerns not only the eastern peoples but tke vay safety of the west.

It is true that the word liberty was only recently incorporated into the
Constitution of the eastern States but the idea of liberty need not be written
in a charter in order to decide the fate of a nation. Lying on the confines of
Europe, in a region which through centuries has known a series of invasions,
the peoples of the east have a life of continual struggle, they have known tragic
collapses and wonderful resurrections. On that soil, forever beaten by storms,
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only the peoples most keenly. aware of their national entity, most loyal to
their faith most confident in the future, that is to say, those most deeply at-
tached to the idea of liberty, have been able to survive.

The idea of liberty can be.found in the records of the past; it has filled
popular poetry and legend as well as the tales of the chroniclers and it has
mingled not only in the public but also in the intimate life of these peoples.
How else can we explain the tragic yet miraculous history of Poland, the
teéroic risings of the Serbian people, the desperate battles fought by Rou-
manians and Hungarians to stop the Turk and Tartar invasions on the’ thre-
shhold of Europe? How can we explain except by an ardent faith in freedom
the confidence with which the peoples of the cast still look for a day of li-
beration?

As for democracy in its western political form, (for we should not forget
that Christian democracy long ago conquered Europe), though it was late in
reaching the east, it exercised a powerful influence on the development of
men and nation. Carried by a great wave of liberalism which swept over
Europe in the wake of the revolutions of 1848, democracy appeared in the
texts of laws and constitutions when, after the Crimean War, all eastern Europe
to the mouth of thé Danube was incorporated into the European political
order. In the period between the two world wars, a second tidal wave, coming
not from the west but from the peasants and agrarian movements of eastern
Europe, and corresponding to the deep but well-defined needs of the masscs,
scemed about to secure the complete triumph of democracy beth in customs
and in government, had come to play a decisive part in most of the countries
of that region. Fate willed it that this triumphant democracy should meet the
barrage of totalitarian threats and ideas which Hitler and Stalin, separa-
tely at first and together after the Moscow Agreement of 1939, stretched acroos
the European east. The resulting confusion has caused superficial observers
to mistake the collapse of free national existences for a lack of democratic
spirit,

Actually, neither thc sense of llberty nor the desire for it were lacking
among the men of the east as, looking despairingly to.the west, they saw
Europe receding, abandoning its forward positions, betraying its promises
and its mission, and leaving behind it only the implacable silence of Asia.
Even today when cut off from the world, these prisoners of silence face Com-
munist aggression day after day, no lack of feeling can be held against them.
Rather what distinguishes them from the happier peoples of the west is a
keener perception, born of sad experience, of the danger which today threa-
tens every human being, wherever he may be. You will judge yourselves
of this fact. from the testimony of a few of my compatriots whom I am about
to quote Tres

These are fragments of letters that have managed to pass through
cracks in the curtain, and which friends, have passed on to me.

“Since our last message our boundanes ‘have grown narrower and
narrower. One category of citizens after another has been struck down and
destroyed. After attacking industry, commercc and middle-sized rural pro-
perty the régime is now persecuting peasant proprietors. It is not alone the
social function but the man himself, his friends, his family, his faith and his
past, that are threatened. Whole groups are considered guilty, and must
cxpiate the crime of having been born of having lived contrary to the socalled
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{hough of Marx_ '1he1r rheans of existetice are 'tut off:ahid’ théy end in ﬁb]ett‘
poverfty or in prison. Beyond the prison’ doors reign’ ‘Silence and -thiystery.
No one knows what goes on there. When prléoners die'their; bodies’ dre dis-’
sected and’'burned, and the family is ndt' éven niotif{éd”. (The 'mames of
sevéral wellknown men who have dlsappeared in’ this'way follow:) “But why"
repeat all’ t,hls? ‘No oneé ‘abroad will beliéve whaf “é shy people thmk ‘rh'lt
we invent of dt lea$tle\agge&ate (Algst”

One,vyorna wrifes: "T)afnltu w{as arrested recentl} - Why? I\o ‘one.
knows ‘was released but he no 10nge§ felt sale” and went into_the country
to hlde e was foupd, ]udged and again, 1mpr1soned Lll\C ev éryonc else he’
was accused of spying, of frcason of connivance with'the English and 1he
Americans, He is now conldg’mned for seven years. Nicholas is in prison.

ons‘[antm 15 in prison. Al oumanla s in piison.. 1 tried to sec, Nicholas,
but 1t was .1mpo<sxb1e OH, At fle had only commltted “urder it wou1d be'al
minor crime. ol T succeeded 1n catchlng a ghmpse of Consﬁmtm when he
was moﬁed fro .one prlson to anothe1 I waj’ted three :hourq in itilbe rain 'md

when he passé I mad 1m a sign-to keep h;s chm up, as the ng’lxsh say..

He made me a slgn tha{I need not fear, hls mora[c was goo .
Thls is not true,(pi everyone Mo:;a,le, ,glveb, way. at lqst as the IoL.

spreads: s, . .. G - condd me

“VVe Tive in constant fedr wrltesa land-owner ;,I-.*eal is the. dornmant
feehng in public and:in private life. ‘Those wharare still {ree fear prison, those
who -are in.prison-fear:for their families. We were: expropriated on:-March.
2nd, when, militiamen entered our.houses in:the:middie of the-nightaad,
seizing al} our belongings:drove us off tojdistant parts where wé.have nejther,:
friends nor :relatives:. Wer.are: reduced to Beggary.:Sinde ther: other :classes
have joihed‘ us ‘in our misery. ‘The:city dwellers:arerselling theinJast-bits ofi
furniture, their clothes.their- linen in!order to-eat. The bureaucrats are:bur-
dened with hours of extra work in order that they may be re-educated in ‘the.
laws of Marxian-materidlism. The workérs, apparently .privileged, -are con-
demned without the right of strike to longer and longer work: days, and arg
obhged o undergo: exhausting .competitive gxaminations.- I. could erf(h on.'
for pages but What is the usé? No onedistehs, io one-understands.

+ “This’ expreéswn‘ #*What is the! use?’"appears-at the-end! of every Ie tter
It set’s the keynote ofia: correk‘pondence récetved fromRoumania by a teacher;
Mr. Fontaine, former, professor in the French Lycee ‘of Buchdrest, & corfeg-
pondenee froot Which I will read a few partlcular]y path’etic passages.

T write With'a sensé of dredd'"says ‘a man knov(n for"his ‘courage, “for
it seems to me that I am spied on even throught ‘the 'walls. Thése ftfw words
will give you the measure of our humiliation. We have all become unrecogni-
zable, In every famlly gorfie oneiis: 1mpre516ncd or on*trial. 'Consequently our
conversation is a éries of' impotent larhenté We look like’ ghosts aftcr e}eep-
Iéss'nights and interminable days"' L e ,_

Another writer, expresses his bitfer rcbehon ; ,f-." coe Q ,
‘tDo you. km)w Monsienr that.we are llvmg ina vast, concentra,tlon camp,
Ina perpetual 1ie? Do you know: that we. have:to lie to keep. oun: jobs, to-be
dllowed to shldy to send“our children’ to ‘schoeol ?* Ahd - whalt sthools! 1\iost
monstriios 6f all we Fave to tedth ‘ovr tHildreti to lic, go tHat they may them-
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s'el\ies tprové ’that ‘they ‘are‘in'the Party line . Wié mast lie'all! the tithe; so mtch
s0 tha ¢ feeldkinid of second persbhﬁlﬁty grdwmg{ up’lwnhm u< tof: whont
wemayneverbcrld lucd bus ysgantl sinemuoo’!
U Herd er touch! the: hl‘g,h pomt of | the tﬁagedy More thaix the mterials
misery which has fallen ‘on the rich and on thie-poor,on the disappdinted workx
man, and rpeas.m’c on' the’ dmposSessed Jowfier, more even /that the terror;!the!
constant tlireat’ of imprlsomﬁeht whiéh Hangs over! the ! whole pebﬁl‘e} I the:
strugglc Between' Corhmutiisni* andMam 43" eliaracterizédbby!! the struggle:
within' the human Peine, ‘which ‘therdateiis! to ' dégrade andl de@trov his souli
“Spring will never come afain” writes a young woman. ,,A‘ ‘gray ‘day’
dﬁwna’l@l?é all’the others Wéwalk!lwe talk, we ‘trymot fo! think. Absurd
words sucHas’cldss strug«flg L2 COmMEnISt P'Lrtv Lusvahguard: of, th prole:
tatiat #nd ‘so om' sdund motr éars and follow us v erywhere. Atnightiwe -go
to’ bed exHatisted "and Te! rlgxﬂ‘ reli!wmg the iumiliations we have endured. Init
thoéé“hmg Hoursiéf total solitiide no sohitibfiseemé possiblé. | Wenio ldnger know:
what is true. Truth, once so cleat’ land obvwvm 'hask becomer: mconctn\ ablety;

40 AR efhitient in tellebtialavites in “the’ Shie strainl 10w 016 1]

s} oy éé‘ems'%o e thatiaf all we'once p‘ossessed which is>now> forbidden
us, the mostparmtul Irdeish that of astomorrow, the lack ofran ideal for swiiich:
we“¢ould” sacx‘iﬁCe"()uraeNéq" Neithersleepless mights méagre: mealsjinor nad!
cl‘othlhg would give'us these closed: falces; thesedull 1001\5, thescbowed shoul-
def's; these hearts empty or poisonediwith rebellion. | If!alhdurtsufferiﬁosumrei
endured for the saKe of an ideal we could carry’our hedds high'’. 1y rofs
‘ “Another 'conéludes: ““the: atmosp‘hbre 1860 cliarvedfwrth anxlety that
we fear our relatives, our best frieds, our: Hearest: famllfy Not:long ago; we
still from habit made’ the sign of théicross when passing a chiurchi Today we
do $o Tess and less.. We! feel thatGod: is- Inereasingly saspect: torthe’ regime’’y

"1l God is evermiote suspect. .. that'was inevitable.  Frot whatwe: know:

of 'GOF ’nb’*Wbuld certainly not he’ it the Partyline! Yeb; rMan i lh'untéd down
arrd ‘Petsecutdd, is still faﬂhfuii\ Heresis'a lasbquotation./!ng bluoy (o nol

obleeThe chutches are still open-bist’for Kow long?- Ontqundays and feétl—
Vals’thdlisands of Christidny gathlerim théiiaid never have: théy shown groa-.
terf iny, knieeling, hide their faces in!theirhinds 6 weep: We have
justl '&F& at in order to pat‘an eénd“fo religious practices the State: will:
A’ s€ a t:g?’de 9060’ le‘l on a Tnptlcrn and’ 25,000 lei on @ r’éllgloﬁq‘mamqgea-
That means that no oneiwill be' dble'to'be haptised ormarried in church, for
no worker ever comménds such’sums.’ All ‘that s Jeft is' the: SLI‘V]CC for the'
dead whlch is stilF very: ehdapz Itis our onlv COh“Olut]‘Oﬂ” 1 bo !

igd [ 00 wnHA 50 ; 0, tasdgnninl oo <1
’lJ KHOI} )/11’ ‘ Ml 'l " qu 44 SR IT iR \J "'n:,ll'l Qfl i

‘ I 'Iéf’ﬂs %gzoﬂﬂ?ﬂg}’t‘d ’sﬁ’um up: Yot avie Heard'thie” Yoices of cer’cam
victims, wounded in the'long battle in which we are all alike éngaffcd for' the'
problcm we are studying. cannot be localized in space, in'one country or iti
another’ it 1§'the pn‘)‘blem ‘of Mani a‘étaclveﬂvby ma terialfordes and/struggling
to"léep his' human 'natores The 'a‘!fadkhngfffcpcés'ard’dnlé&shcd ‘throughout
the WOTld and wher‘cvcr Man': ma{;"*be,‘ thete | ‘the burnmg problem Jenistsy

" "For this reason certain’ great pollhual oroamzatlons have felt it their
duty to fake Man under their’ protection. The United Ndtidhs Has' tied to
make’ tHe defense ‘of human rights as effective a8'possible; and the United
States has initiatdd & fifm and contimiing actiorfagainst the bastern (jovernt
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ments wich have obviously violated them. The protesting notes of the United
States and its increasingly firm action against the Communist regimes in
Roumania, Hungary and Bulgaria might well have as first result a certain
allaying of anxiety among the eastern peoples, who until now have felt them-
selves abandoned, left helpless beyond the law. But such action tends to go
further, for on the victory or defeat of certain principles may depend the
result of the cold which is now going in the world. Today the fall of Man
might lead to the defeat of western civilization, so that the safety of the
west requires that Man should be defended wherever enemy forces are trying to
destroy him.

Yet the intervention of States, however powerful, is not cnough to
decide the gigantic struggle of Communism against Man; Man himself, and
this is my conclusion, must take his own cause in hand. Man under a Commu-
nist regime cannot do so, for he can defend himself neither by words or by
acts. His weapons like the pikes and halbards of old are impotent before a
power which disposes of a few atomic bombs.

But Man where he is still free is very powerful; he can speak, he can
think, he can act, if he understands that in the present struggle no one can
stand aside or be neutral, that no one can isolate himself within his house,
his province, or even his continent, that each individual, man or woman, must
take sides and enter resolutely into a struggle which will decide the fate of
humanity. Then, inspired by faith, be can constitute a power able to move
mountains and brong a new day to the world. Mere measured of defense are
uscless. In the domain of thought and faith man must take the offensive.
He can win only if he conquers the world.

To win such a victory which is possible, wich is, I firmly believe, written
in the future man must consider the Commandments ‘of our day. The world is
moving toward an ever wider distribution of what we call social justice. The
19th ‘Century belonged to liberalism, the 20th is dominated by social concep-
tion which could only be realized in an atmosphere of security and of general
well-being. Communism has taken advantage of this fact to oppose the ideas
and interests of a group to the privileges of the individual and to make itself
the champion of the rights of the collectivity. It has attacked the refractory
individual by accusing him of being an obstacle to progress. Many have
believed in the sincerity of this thesis and have entolled themselves in good
faith under the banners of Communism. Others, jealous of their liberty,
have resisted. But the vast totalitarian machine once put in motion has indif-
ferently crushed them all, friends and anemies alike, as soon as they were
at its mercy. Triumphant Communism cam allow no will but its own and
concedes no rights to anybody. In this way, little by little, from the degra-
dation of some and the collapse of others a monstrous power has grown up,
cntirely at the disposal of a few leaders over whom Asia has spread its dark
shadow.

Today we are face to face with this powerfully constituted block, Its
very existence is an insult to reason, since it crushes human beings in the name
of human welfare. Reason can take its revenge only if the mass can be dis-
solved, that is to say, if the human being is freed from the domination of
material forces which have seized upon him and subjected him to their ends.

The revolt of Man, supported by the revolt of all free man against this
domination, could be irresistable if it were to move with the times and join
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the principle of the Rights of Man with that of social justice, so as to build a
better world, inhabited by free and living human beings, instead of slaves.
That is what the great country in which we are privileged to live is trying
to do. )

The appeal of life would penetrate wherever Man, tormented and beaten
down, suffers the attacks of his eneémies, it would shake the block of authori-
tarian Communism, and jin so doing it might bring about a disintegration
beside which an atomic explosion would seem mere fireworks!

Only then, freed from thesweight of humiliation endured in the dark
totalitarian era from Hitler to Stalin, could Man relax and again live in peace.

Traducere:

COMUNISMUL FATA IN FATA CU OMUL
11

Am vizut cum a declarat Comunismul aflat la putere rizboi impotriva
Omului, am vizut care ii sint armele si metodele de luptd. Si intrim acum
in lagdrul victimelor. Aici, cu toatd asprimea unui regim care se striduieste
sa standardizeze lumea, incd intilnim o mare diversitate. Fiecare tari isi
triieste propria drama, fiecare individ suferi in felul lui. Cu toate astea e, vai,
destul de sxmplu sd grupezi aceste suferinte, intr-un intreg, cici, atunci cind
este rianit in adincul fiintei lui, Omul, oricine ar fi, polonez sau bulgar, ungur,
sirb sau roman, simte aceeasi durere. Astdzi aceastd durere omeneasci existd
numai in spatele cortinei de fier, dar, intrucit ca semnifici reactia umani
la niste conditii care se pot extinde si care pot deveni generale, ca are, de ase-
menea, caracter universal. Acesta este sentimentul pe care as dori si-1 aveti
cind 1i ascultati pe oamenii pe care ii cunosc cel mai bine, pe cei din- propria
mea taté.

~'Mai intii insd vreau si limuresc o neintelegere.

. Unii observatori strdini au declarat ci cei (lc dincolo de cortina de fier
nu sint la fel de sensibili ca cei din vest; cd indurd mai usor opresiunea fiindci
n-au cunoscut miciodati libertatea sau democratia. Occidentalii, increzitori
in liberalismul si spiritul lor democratic isi mchlpmc cd propriile lor convingeri
politice ii vor salva de nenorocirile care s-au abitut asupra semenilor lor din
est. Este, cred, o eroare primejdioasi. Cildtori grabiti, s-au inghesuit, cu
mintea usoard, s& publice best<seller-uri, dupd ce doar au aluncat O privire
dupa cortlna de fier, ajutind astfel la' camuflarea realititii unei probleme care
se referd nu' doar la popoarele din est, ci la /insdsi ilgur'm’n occidentului. E
adevirat ca abia'de ‘curind cuvintul ,,hbertate“ a fost inclus in Constitutiile
statelor din est, dar, pentru a hotiri destinul unei natiuni, nu e nevoie ca
ideea de libertate si fie stipulata intr-un document. Asezate la hotarcle
Europei, intr-o zoni care de-a lungul veacurilor a cunoscut o serie de invazii,
popoa1dc din est au avut o existentd de permanentd luptd, au trecut prin
prabusiri tragice, dar si prm minunate reinvieri. Pe acest teritoriu, de-a pururi
lovit de furtum, au fost in stare s supravietuiascd numai popmwlo cu cea mal
acutd constiintd a entitatii nationale, cele mai loiale credintei lor, cele mai
increzitoare in viitor, deci cele mai diruite ideii de libertate.
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¢ Idcea de libertate poate fi intilnitd in cronicile tregutului, ca se afld in
plin in poczia si legendele populare,.ca si, in istorisirile cromcarllor si.s-a im-
pletit nu numai cu viata publici ci si cu cmstcnta intimd a acestor _popeare,

Cum altfel ne putem exphca tragica si miraculoasa istorie a Poloniei,
eroicele razvritiri ale popotului sirb, disperatele lupte ale romanilor si maghia-
rilor pentru a opri in pragul Europzi invaziile - turcilor ‘si:tatarilor? -

Cum putem explica altfel.decit prin‘arz&toarea lor credintd in‘libertate
increderea cu care popoarzle din est asteaptd incd ziwa cliberarii lor? .

In ceea ce: prlvcetc democratia in forma sa:politici occidentald * (cdci
nu trebuiesiuitim ci:democratia acucerit demult'Europa), desi ea a ajuns in est
tirziu, a exercitat o influentd insemnata asupra dezvoltirii indivizilor si na-
tiunilor. Adusi de marele val de liberalism care a stribitut Europa la dez-
lintuirea revolutiilor din 1848, democratia si-a ficut aparitia in textele de
legl si in constitutii in momentul cind, dupd Riazboiul Crimeii, toata Europa
de Est, pini la gurile' Dunirii, a fost mvlobata in ordinea pOl]th’l europeand.
In perioada dintre cele doud rizboaic mondnle un al doilea val al mareei,
venind nu dinspre vest, ci dinspre miscirile tdranilor si agricultorilor din
Europa risiriteand, ce corespundea nevoilor preciseale maselor, a fost pe punc-
ful dé'a asigura victoria' dernocrafiei atit'in ‘traditii cit'si in guvernare. Des-
tinul a vrut ca aceasti de1noc1atxc triumfatoare si intilheaséd bariera’ ten-
dintelor si ideilor totalifatiste pe ‘care Hitler si Stalin le-au rispindit pe tot
cuprinsul rasiritului Europe1 la inceput separat apoi dupi acordul din 1939
de la Moscova, impreund. Confuzia i-a ficut pe" “obServatorii superficiali si
interpreteze pmbusu‘ea m(lstcnfelor xn‘clonalc ca o dovad'l a llpqex spmtulm
democratic. :

Dc fapt nici mstmctul §inici dormh dc libertate ni'le llpscau celor din
est atunci cind, prwmd cu deznadeldc spre’ Occident, au vizut ci Europa
cedeazi din nou, ci-si abandoneaza pozitiile, tridindu-si promisiunile si inda-
torirea $i l4sind in urma ei doar ticerea de nepdtruns a Asiei; chiar si astaz1
cind, izolati de lume, acesti prizonieriai ticerii fac fatd Comunismului zi de zi,
nu de lipsd de simtire pot fi invinuiti. Mai curind, ceca ce ii deosebesté de
fericitele popoare ale Occidéntului este o mai acuta. pcrcepi;le niscuth’ dmtr—
amari experientd, a primejdiei care astdzi’ ameniht3 orice fiinti omerieascd,
de oriunde ar fi. Veti constata dvs. insivi aceaqta 11ned1at cmd voi c1ta din
mirturiile citorva cornpatrlotl ai mei. ’

. Acestea sint fraomente din scrisori care au 1zbut1t sd treaca printre
sturllc cortinei de fler si pe care prietenii mi le-au adus mie.

,,De la ultimul nostru mesa] limitele noastre s-au mguqtc:t din ce in ce
maimult. O categorie dé oameni dupi alta a fost loviti si distrusi. Dupi cea
atacat industria, comertul si proprietatea rurald mijlocie, regimul ii persecutd
acum pe taranii proprletau Nu-doar functia sociald este amemntata ci per-
soana. insisi, prietenii sii, familia;- crcdmta si trecutul siu. Grupuri intregi
sint-considerate vinovate si trebuie si ispiseascd ' crima de a se fi ndscut si-dea
fi-trait contrar asa-numitei gmdlrl m'muste SnrseIe lor'de’ subzistentd sint
mtrerupte si SflI':eSC in mlzque sau, in puscarle Dincolo 'de usile 1r1chlsor110r
stapinesc ticcrea - si mLstcrul N1men1 nu stie ce se patrece, aqolo Cmd detl—
nutii-mor, se face.autop:.le 51 ‘cadavrele sint arse, fird:ca micar si fle anun-
tati familia’’. (Sint ddte apoi numele citorva persoane bine-cunoscufe -care
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au dlsparut astfel)v ,,Dar de cé repe‘t toate astea? Nimeni din sh‘dmatate
nu va crede ce spunem, oamenil vor fi convinsi cd ndscocim'sau, ¢i''cxage-
rim. Vail”

O'femeie serie: ,,Dimitri & fost arestat de'curind. De ce? Nimeéeni nu stie.
A fost eliberat repede, dar nu s-a mai simtit in sigirants, asa cé a fugitTa tard
sd-si piardd urma. A fost prins, judecat si inchis din nou. Ca atitia altii a fost
acuzat de’spionaj, de tridare si 1ntelegere cu englezii si cu’dmericanii. Acum
e condamnat la sapte ani. Nicholas ¢ in inchisoare. Constantin la inchisoare.
Toati RomAnid e in puscirie. Am incercat si-1 viid pe Nicholas, dar n-a fost
cu putinti. Oh, daci doar a ucis pe cineva, nu ¢ decit o cirmi minori... Am
reusit sd-1 zdresc pe Constantin cind l-au mutat dintr-o inchisoare in alta.
Am’ asteptat trei ore in ploaie si cind a trecut i-am ficut semn sii-si tind fruntea
sus, cum spun engléLu Mi‘a ficut semn s nu mi tem, céci mor’tlul Iui e bun”

Lucru care nt e valabll pcntru toti. in cele din urma moralul cedeazi
si te cuprmde groaza

,,Triim intr-o'spaimi continui’ scrie un proprletar de pimint.’,,Spaima
este sentimentul dominant, si in viata pubhc.l si in cea particulard. Cei care
sint 1ibéri Se tem de inchisoare, ‘cei care sint in inchisoare se tem pentru fami-
liile lor. Am fost expropriati pe 2 Martie, cind la miezul noptu au intrat in casi
oamenii militiei, ne-au luat ot ce am avut sine-au adus in locuri unde nu avem
nici pnetcnl nici rude. Am ajuns CLrSLtOTI De atunci si alte clase ni s-au
aldturat in mizerie. Cel care locuiesc la or as'isi vind ultimele mobile, hainele
si lenjeria, ca si-si cumpere mincare. I‘unctlonaru sint pusi sd facd ore supli-
mentare pentru a fi reeducati in cpmtul legilor materialismului marxist.
Muncitorit, aparent prlvll(.glall sint condamnati, fird dreptla grevd, la zile
de lucru din ce in ce mai lungi si sint siliti <3 treacd examenc istovitoure. As
putéa '$4 scriu despre aceste 1ucrur1 pagini in sir, dar la ce bun? Nlm( ni nu
aude, nlmenl nu 111’rclegc ”

Aceasts expreqe ,,La ce bun?”’ apare in finalul tuturor scrisorilor.
Este‘Teit-motivul unei corespondente primite din ‘Roménia de un profesor,
DIL."Fontaine, Jost profesor la Liceul francéz din Bucurcsti, corcspondentd
dln ca‘fé Va.VQI citi cxtwa pasaje deosebit de patetTce

o chu cu groazi’’ spune un om recunoscut antru curajul <au, ,,céci mi
se’ par ipt suprdvegheat si prin pereti. Aceste citeva cuvinte isi vor da

e\?’aféifa‘"fﬁgéﬁ“ a umilirii noastre. Am devenit cu totii de nerecunosctt.
Tn ficcare familic cineva e in irichisoare sau in proces. Ca’urmare, discutiile
noastre sint doar lamentiri neputmmoase Ar'Ltam ‘cd’ strigoii, dupa nopti
albe si zile nesfirgite’ ;

Un alt aut(')r isi g\prlma fevolta amari.

,,St ts dcmmule ci tralm intr-un mare ]agar de concentrare, intr-o
perpetud mmcmna? 5’:1’;; ca hebme sd mintim . ca s ne pdstrdm slu]belc ca si
ni se permitd sa studlem si sd ne trimitcm copiiila scoald? $i ce scolil §i ce e
mai cumplit este ci. trebule si ne mvatam copiii sd mintd, ca si }oatd ei
insisi dovedi cd se inscriu pe linia Partldulul rebuie £i mintim tot tlmpuI
si atit de mult incit simtim c& ‘n noi‘se naste un fél de o 4 doua personalitat
de care nu he vom putea ‘elibera poa'te niciodats’

Alici atingem punctul culminant al traccdlel

Mai. mult decit mizeria materiald care a lovit si pe sirac si pe bogat,
pe muncitorul si pe tiranul deznidijduit, ca si pe plcprldarul expropriat,
mai mult chiar dCCAt teroarca, decit pumanon‘ra amcnintare a inchisorii,
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care ii pindeste pe toti, conflictul dintre Comunism si Om cste caracterizat
prin lupta din liuntrul fiintei umane, luptd care amecninti si-i. deformeze si
sid-1 distrugd sufletul.

,,Primivara nu va mai veni niciodati’’ scrie o tiniri. ,,Tiecare zi, cenu-
sie, apare la fel ca toate celelalte. Ne plimbim, discutim, incercim si nu
gindim. Cuvintc absurde ca ,,luptd de clasd”, ,Par tidul Comumst — avan-

garda proletariatului’’ si altele ascmenea, ne risund in urechi si ne urmiresc
])Cstt. tot. Noaptea ne “ducem la culcare cpuizati si ne intindem tepeni, dez-
viluind umilintele pe care le-am indurat. In accstclungl ore de absolutd sin-
guritate nici o solutie nu pare posibili. Nu mai stia ce ¢ adevirat. Adevirul,
cindva atit de clar si evident, a devenit de neconceput

Un intelectual de marci scrie, in acecasi tensiunc.

.,iml pare ci dintre toate cite le-am avut c1ndva 51 care ne sint acum
interzise, cea mai dureroasi lipsi este aceea aunui viitor, lipsa unui ideal
pentru care sd ne sacrificim. Nici noptile nedormite, nici mincarea proasti
s nici haincle zdrentuitc nu ne-ar da acestc figuri posomorite, aceste priviri
1diotizate, acesti umeri incovoiati, aceste inimi goale ori otrivite de revolti.
Daci toate sufcrmtclc le-am indura pentru un ideal, am putca pisicu fruntca
sus’’.

) Altcme\ a conchide: ,,atmosfera ¢ atit dc incircatd de ncllmste 1nc1t nc
¢ tcami pentru rude, pentru prletenn apropiati, pentru familie., Pini nu
demult mai ficeam semnul crucii, din obisnuintd, cind treccam pe lingi o
biserici. Acum o facem din ce in'ce mai rar. Slm’glm cd pentru regim Dumne-
zeu este pe zi ce trece mal suspect ' ' o

Dumnezeu e din ce in ce mai suspect. . . era inevitabil. Din cite cunoas-
stem noi despre Dumnezeu, putem spunc cu certitudine ci n-ar fi pe linia
Partidului. Cu toate acestea Omul, haituit si pcrbccutat este credincios inci.
Iati un ultim citat.

,;Bisericile sint deschise inci, dar cit- tunp vor mai fi? Duminicile si in
zilele de sirbitoare mii de crestini sc aduni aici cu o fervoare mai mare ca
oricind. Multi dintre ei, in genuncIu isi ascund fctclu in palme, ca s3 poati
plinge. Am auzit de curmd cd, pentru a pune capi! practicilor religioase,
Statul va impune o taxid de. 9000 de lei pentru un botez $1.25.000 lei pentru o
cisdtorie rehgloasa. Asta inseamni ci nimeni nu va mai putea fi botezat sau
cununat in biserici, cicinici un muncitor nu va cistiga vreodati aceste sume.
N-amairimas decit serviciul pentru morti, carc cste inci foarte 1eft1n.
E singura noastri consolare,. '

Sl acum, si incercim si sistematizim. Ati ascultat glasurllc unor victime,
rinite in lunga bitilie in care sintem toti dcopotrlva angajati, cici problema
pe care o analizim nu poate fi Jocalizati in spaliu, intr-o tari sau alta, este
problema Omului care, supus atacului fortelor materialc, incearci si-si pas-
treze natura umand. Foriele atacatoare sint dezlintuite peste tot in lume, si
oriunde existi oameni, existi si aceasti problemi arzitoare.

Din acest motiv anumite mari organizatii politice au considerat de
datoria lor si ia Omul sub protect;ic Natiunile Unite au incercat si faci
apararea drepturllor omului cit mai eficientd, iar Statele Unite au ml‘;lat o
permanentd si fermd actiune impotriva guvernelor din est care au incilcat
tn mod flagrant aceste drepturl Notele de protest ale Statelor Unite precum
si actiunea din ce in _ce mai hotdritd impotriva regimurilor comuniste din
Romania, Ungaria si Bulgaria pot avea ca prim rezultat o oarecare atenuare
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a nelinistii popoarelor din est, care pind acum s-au simtit abandonate, lisate
fard ajutor. Dar aceastd actiune tinde si meargd mai in profunzime, cici de
victoria sau infringerea anumitor principii poate depinde rezultatul rizboiului
rece care se desfisoard acum in lume. Astazi pribusirea Omului poate duce la
infringerea civilizatiei occidentale, asa incit pentru siguranta vestului
enevoie ca Omul sa fie apdrat peste tot acolo unde fortele dusmane incearcd
sd-1 distruga.

Dar interventia Statelor, oricit de energicd, nu cste suficientd pentru a
hotari soarta crincenei lupte pe care o duce Comunismul impotriva Omului;
Omul insusi, aceasta este concluzia mea, trebuile si-si asume propria cauzd.
Omul dintr-un regim comunist nu poate si facd acest lucru, caci nu se poate
apara nici cu vorbe, nici cu fapte. Armele Iui, precum sulitele si halebardele
din vechime, sint neputincioase in fata unei puteri care dispune de citeva
bombe atomice. Dar Omul, acolo unde este incd liber este foarte puternic;
poate vorbi, poate gindi, poate actiona, daci intelege ci in aceasti luptd
nimeni nu poate rimine deoparte si nu poate fi neutru, ci nimeninu se poate
izola in propria casd, provincie sau chiar in propriul continent, ci fiecare
individ, barbat sau femeie, e dator si se decidd si sd intre cu hotdrire intr-o
lupta care va decide soarta umanititii. Inspirat de credintd el va putea apoi sa
devini o putere carc si mute muntii din loc si care va aduce lumii o noua
viati. Misurile timide de apirare sint inutile. In domeniul gindirii si al
credintei omul trebuie si adopte ofensiva. El poate reusi numai daci va
cuceri lumea.

Pentru a repurta o astfel de victorie, posibild, o cred cu tirie, in viitor
omul va trebui si tini seamd de comandamentele epocii noastre. Lumea
inainteaz3 spre o din ce in ce mai largd distributie a ceea ce numim dreptate
sociald. Secolul 19 a apartinut liberalismului, secolul 20 este dominat de con-
ceptil sociale care pot fi realizate numai intr-o atmosferd de securitate si de
bine general. Comunismul a tras foloase din aceasta situatie pentru a opunc
interesele unui grup privilegiilor individului si pentru a transforma acest grup
in apardtorul drepturilor colectivititii. I-a atacat pe indivizii refractari
acuzindu-i de a fi obstacole in calea progresului. Multi au crezut in sinceri-
tatea acestei teze si s-au inrolat cu buni credinti sub flamurile Comunismului.
Altii, gelosi pe libertatea lor, au rezistat. Dar uriasa masini totalitaristd,
o datd pusd in miscare 1-a strivit impasibild pe toti, pe prieteni si pe dusmani
deopotrivd, de indatd ce acestia au ajuns la mina ei. Comunismul biruitor
nu poate ingddui o altd vointa decit a sa si nuacordd drepturi niminui. Astfel,
incetul cu incctul, din degradarea unora si pribusirea altora s-a dezvoltat o
putere monstruoasd, aflatd in intregime la dispozitia citorva lideri asupra
cirora Asia si-a imprastiat umbra intunecata.

Astizi ne aflim fati in fatd cu acest bloc solid. Insisi existenta sa
este o insultd adusd ratiunii, cici el striveste fiinte umane in numele binelui
uman. Ratiunea isi poate lua revansa numai daci masa e dispersatd, altfel
spus dacd fiinta umani este eliberatd din dominatia fortelor materiale care au

censtrins-o s1 au supus-o scopurilor lor,

Revolta Omului, sprijinitd de revolta tuturor oamenilor liberi impo-
triva acestei dominatii, ar putea fi de neinfrint daci s-ar extinde in timp si

daci ar uni principiul drepturilor omului cu acela al justitiei sociale, pentru
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a,.construi.o. lyme,;mai buni, popul&ta, de. fiinte umane . libere, il np de
sclavi. Agcesta.este lucrul.pe carq,mcea;‘,cm sq—l facignarea tard in care avem
privilegiul; si triim.., Littg D

o Apelul la; viatd .va stmbate peste tot acolo unde Omul chmu1t 51 m—
ving. 1ndqm atacurile. dusmamlor sii, va .clitina blocul Comumsmuhn autq-
ritarist §1; prin aceasta va putea provoca o. dezmtcgrale pe lingi care o explo-
zie atomici ar pdrea un foc de artificii! Abia atunci, cliberat de povara umi-
lintei indurate in intunecata cpoci totalitaristd de la Hitler la Stalm ~Va pu-
tca ‘Omul trd.l dm nouy linistit, in pace. '
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