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VERBICIOARA CULTURE END CRVENKA­
CORNESTI FINDS IN THE SERBIAN DANUBE 

' 
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Milos Jevtic, Faculty of Philosophy Belgrade 
Mirjana Vukmanovic, National museum Belgrade 

In his study of Verbicioara culture as distinct, long-lasting Branze Age 
culture in Oltenia D. Berciu assumed its spreading in the territories of Rumanian 
Banat, northwest Bulgaria and northeast Serbia. 1 Chance find (from the vicinity 
of Kladovo) of the globular vessel with characteristics of early Verbicioara, pub­
lished by D. Berciu in 1964 confirmed the presence of this culture on the right 
Danube bank in the Iran Gates2 (Fig. 10/3). Later investigations in the Serbian 
Danube valley, particularly in the Iran Gates and the Kljuc region revealed the 
existence of other sites with Verbicioara eul ture horizon, mainly phases II and III 
according to D. Berciu3

. Most attention to the study of Verbicioara culture in 
Serbia, especially in Yugoslav Banat was paid by N. Tasic4 

. Accepting the opin­
ion of B. Hansei that later phases of Verbicioara eul ture (IV, Va and Vb) should 
be distinguished as distinct graups (Govora, Virtop )5 this author thinks that 
Verbicioara culture in our territory is represented only with two phases6 or 
three7 that corresponds with phases I-III according to Berciu. The most dilem­
mas relate to the third phase of this graup where Tasic placed the finds of 
Crvenka-Cornesti type. The most of Rumanian colleagues until recently consid­
ered these finds as to belong to Vatina group8

. FI. Gogoltan recently proposed the 
distinguishing of the new graup Cornesti-Crvenka9 and M. Gumă even an inter­
nai periodisation of this graup (three phases) in the Rumanian Banat10

. New 
finds from Oltenia 11 and Mehedinţi region 12 considerably increased the number 
of sites with "genuine" Verbicioara culture which as it seems should be restricted 
to only two phases (phases 1-11 after Berciu are treated together and III as final 
phase). New finds of the Verbicioara culture in Yugoslav Banat were dealt with 
by Dj. Gacic 13 and J. Uzelac14

. 

In the Yugoslav part of Banat as well as in the Rumanian Banat there is 
almost no pottery finds belonging to the Verbicioara culture (phases I-III after 
Berciu and 1-11 after Nica) except the finds of Crvenka-Corneşti type. M. Gumă 
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distinguished as Verbicioara finds from Rumanian Banat only the pottery from 
Dubova - Peştera Climente 115

. Thanks to colleague J. Uzelac we had the oppor­
tunity to study the material in the Vrsac museum, especially abundant material 
collected by F. Milleker before the World War I from the site Vatin - Bela Bara 
(Bela Voda) (Fig. 6/1-3; 7/1-5; 8/2-4,6; 9/1-3). 

Only in the Vatin collection we noticed the vessels clase to the finds of 
Verbicioara III cui ture. 16 Of particular interest are small biconical cups with two 
handles, narrow base and marked shift on the widest part of the body, and deco­
rated with sheaves of thin, vertical lines on the upper part of vessel. Small globu­
lar vessels Fig. 7 /1-5 with two handles which rise high above the rim and have 
horn-like protrusions are decorated with sheaves of inclined lines within narrow 
or wider horizontal bands. 

However from the same site comes the pottery decorated with simple com­
bination of hatched arched segments (usually arches with hatched backgound) 
similar to the finds from Crvenka (Fig. 6/1-3; 9/2, 3). It differs from the 
Verbicioara culture in fabric, surface treatment and color. lt seems that almost 
entire repertoire of vessels that N. Tasic attributed to the Verbicioara group in 
Vojvodina should be attributed to the Crvenka - Comeşti type of finds. Mast of 
the finds published so far come from the excavations of the settlements Vrfac -
Crvenka and Vatin - Bela Bara. Sporadic, surface finds of the Crvenka type were 
discovered at the settlements Barice - Bugarska humka westward of Vrfac (Fig. 
8/5) and Pavlis - Beluca to the south of Vrsac (Fig. 8/1 ). Single finds of small 
beakers decorated with the incised arches come from the settlement Omoljica -
Zlatica 17 (Fig. 10/1) and the settlement Najeva ciglana at Pancevo and one speci­
men is hypothetically from Dubovac (Fig. 6/4). It is interesting that in the collec­
tion of F. Milleker in the Vrfac museum is alsa one vessel of Crvenka - Corneşti 

type from the site Sânpetru German (Fig. 6/5)- Munar. One-handle small beaker 
and some sheards with Comeşti-Crvenka type of ornamentations from Foeni (al­
legedly Gomila Lupu) is stored in National museum in Zrenjamin17a. 

Few pottery finds of Crvenka type, especially small beakers with two 
"ansa lunata" handles were alsa discovered at the multilayered settlement at 
Zidovar. We hope thet new excavations of this site will more precisely define 
stratigrafic position of Crvenka - Corneşti pottery in relation to the substantial 
horizon of the Vatina culture. 

In the Iran Gates and the Kljuc region recently conducted archaeological 
excavation offered new data on the Verbicioara culture. The most significant 
sites with relevant vertical stratigraphy are Lepena near Boljetin 18 in the Gorge 
and Livade near Mala Vrbica 19 in the Kljuc region. 

When publishing the finds from the multylayered settlement Lepena near 
Boljetin greatest attention was paid to the horizon with channeled pottery of the 
Gava type and the finds of the Early Iran Age Bosut culture. Although some 
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Verbicioara culture elements were noticed, the pottery finds decorated with in­
cised geometric motives frorn the earlier horizons of the settlement at Lepena 
were associated with pottery from the settlements Corneşti, Socodor and some 
other finds from the late phases of Otomani and Wietenberg cultures in 
Transilvania. In bis study of Verbicioara culture N. Tasic distinguished Lepena as 
one of a few sites of this culture with vertical stratigraphy.20 

After revision study of documentation and archaeological material from 
Lepena it is possible to ernend to the certain extent the stratigraphic picture about 
this prehistoric settlement. Four cultural strata are clearly distinguishable within 
2 meters thick cultural layer. They indicate that settlement lived with larger or 
smaller interruptions from the end of Eneolithic until the advanced lron Age. 

Boljetin I - the earliest habitation horizon dating from the end of 
Eneolithic. Distinguished according the sparse pottery finds of Kostolac -
Coţofeni type in the lowest layers in some of the trenches. 

Boljetin II - the remains of the Middle Bronze Age settlement, 0.40 to 0.60 
m thick. According to the type of pottery decoration it is possible to identify two 
phases: Boljetin Ila, earlier (lower) horizon with characteristics of Verb ici oara III 
culture and Boljetin Ilb, later (upper) horizon with characteristics of Crvenka -
Corneşti type. 

Boljetin III - Late Bronze Age settlement, horizon with channeled pottery 
of Mala Vrbica - Hinova -Balta Verde type. 

Boljetin IV - Early Iron Age settlement of the Bosul group with two 
phases: Boljetin IVa - Kalakaca horizon and Boljetin IVb - Basarabi horizon. 

Horizon Boljetin Ila is characterized by pottery decorated most often with 
thin incised lines forming simple geometric patterns - sheaves of vertical lines 
sometimes also with short incisions, small round depressions, elongated, vertical 
hatched triangles and so fort (Fig. 3/1-2, 4-6, 8-9; Fig. 4/1, 2, 4, 5-8). Later 
settlement horizon of the Middle Bronze Age (Boljetin Ilb) was distinguished 
mainly according to the elaborately decorated pottery - incised arch motives, 
occasionally garlands arranged in narrow or wide horizontal fields with hatched 
interspace. This pottery is rather clase to the finds from settlements Gornea­
Pazarişte, Moldova Veche - Ostrov (Spitz). Amang other finds, it seems that 
bronze knife with curved dorsal edge belongs also to the Crvenka - Comeşti ho­
rizon (Fig. 4/9). 

In the course of archaeological excavations conducted in 1980 and 1981, 
an area of about one thousand square rneters was investigated. Cultural layer, 
1.1 O to 1.40 (with pits to 1.60 rn) is underneath the thick sand deposit. Habita­
tion horizon deterrnined with certainty in the entire investigated area and charac­
terized by the rernains of various constructions date from the Late Bronze Age 
Zuto brdo - Girla Mare culture. Immediately under this horizon is the earliest 
habitation layer on this site, about 0.50 m thick and with abundant pottery frag-
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ments evenly scattered in the whole investigated area. However, not a single ar­
chitectural feature could be attributed to this horizon. According to the charac­
teristics of the pottery this horizon belongs to the phases II (Fig. 112-4; 7; 2/4, 6, 
8, 9) and most probably III of Verbicioara cui ture after Berciu (Fig. 111, 5, 6, 8; 
211, 2, 5, 6). 

Among fine pottery predominate small size vessels of globular shape with 
short cylindrical or funnel-like neck, thin walls and of fine fabric, color being 
light brown, dark brown, gray and almost black. Very widespread are small band­
like handles that join the rim and rounded shoulder (fig. 2/1). The surface is al­
ways well treated, usually polished and decoration reveals considerable diversity 
in only few techniques: incision, broomstroke or comb-like ornament and plas­
tic band. Thin or slightly wider incisions are used in many variants of the net-like 
motive (Fig. 111, 5, 8), double parallel or radial lines which often start or termi­
nate with circular dimples or buttons (Fig. 1/2, 3, 6; 2/1). The broomstroke or 
comb-Iike ornament predominant in the coarse pottery is also often used for body 
decoration of the fine pottery. The main characteristic for the majority of vessels 
is that all three techniques are present and identically distributed: on the upper 
section of the vessel is incised ornament and on the lower comb-like ornament 
while plastic band is under the rim or on the body. 

As we already mentioned immediately above this horizon of Verbicioara 
culture there is the horizon of Late Bronze Age encrusted pottery. This situation 
indicate that pottery of Crvenka-Corneşti type did not penetrate in this region of 
the Serbian Danube basin. 

As for the other sites in the upper and lower gorge of the Iron Gates where 
the material belonging to the Verbicioara culture do appear, like Manastir (Fig. 
5/1-6)21 , Padina (Fig. 2/3,7)213, Klisura (Fig. 5/7-11)22 Usce Porecke reke,23 

Kladovo, 24 Korbovo (Fig. 10/4)25 , Usce Jakomira,26 Grabovica27 these are 
mostly sites insufficiently explored ( limited test trenching) or only partially 
published. 

However, according to available data it seems that certain variance could 
be noticed between the sites in the Gorge and sites situated downstream towards 
the Klju- region. Thus on the sites in the Gorge some elements of Crvenka­
Cornesti type are recorded, the best evidence being the site Lepena near Boljetin 
while such elements are not recorded eastward of the Gorge as we have seen on 
the site Livade at Mala Vrbica. 

Finally on the basis of the all above mentioned facts it seems that in the 
Yugoslav Banat prevail the finds of Crvenka-Corneşti type that could be associ­
ated with Vatina culture. That is reflected not only in the presence of both ma­
terial at the same sites but also in the typological alikeness of pottery shapes. As 
for the chronological relation of the Crvenka - Corneşti finds and Vatina culture 
it seems, for the time being, that Crvenka - Corneşti finds should be considered 
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contemporary with the finds from Vatin III. On the other hand, the sparse finds 
of Verbicioara culture in Banat (Valin-Bela Buru) could be regarded as marginal 
phenomenon in this area. In the Iron Gates and the Kjuc region nevertheless we 
recorded the intensive presence of Verbicioara cui ture, especially in its classical 
phase (Verbicioara II and III) and only to some extent the penetration of Crvenka 
- Corneşti material in the western zone of this region. Concerning chronological 
relations, judging by the situation at Lepena near Boljetin it seems that Verbi­
cioara culture dates from the earlier horizon of the Middle Bronze Age while 
Crvenka - Corneşti finds date from the later phase of the Middle Bronze Age. 
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Map 1. Crvenka-Cornesti findes, 1-9, 20 on the map 
Sites of the Verbicioara culture, 10-19. 
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1. Vatin-Bela Bara; 2. Vrfac-Crvenka; 3. Zidovar; 4. PavliS-Beluca; 5. Barice-Bugarska 
humka; 6. Pancevo-Najeva ciglana; 7. Omoljica-Zlatica; 8. Dubovac; 9. Sanpetru German­

Munar; 10. Manastir-Gospodjin Vir; 11. Padina; 12. Klisura kod Lepenskog Vira; 13. 
Boljetin-Lepena; 14. mce Porecke reke; 15. Kladovo (the vicinity of K.); 16. Mala Vrbica­
Livade; 17. Korbova-Seliste (Staro selo); 18. USce Jakomira; 19. Grabovica-Brzi Prun; 20. 

Foeni-Gomila Lupului 
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Plate I 
M I Vrbica-Livade Fig. 1-8, a a 
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Plate III 
fig. 1-9 Boljetin-Lepena 
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Plate IV 
I 9 Boljetin-Lepena fig. - ' 
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Plate V 
fig. 1-6 Manastir-Gospodjin Vir 

fig. 7-11 Klisura near Lepenski Vir 
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Plate VI 
fig. 1-4 Vatin-Bela Bara 

fig. 5 Sanpetru German-Munar 
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Plate VII 
fig. 1-5 Vatin-Bela Bara 
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Plate VIII 
fig. 1, PavliS-Beluca 
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fig. 2-4, 6 Vatin-Bela Bara 
fig. 6 Barica-Bugarska humka 
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Plate IX 
fig. 1-4 Vatin-Bela Bara 
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Plate 10 
fig. 1,2 Omoljica-Zlatica 

fig. 3 the icinity of Kladovo 
fig. 4 Korbovo-Staro selo 
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