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The article concerns the problem of trade connections between the Greek cities of the north
western Black Sea coast and its relations with Athens in the classical period. The colonization 
of the north-western Black Sea coast dated back to the 7th century BC. The first colonies at this 
territory are Histria and Borysthenes (today Berezan Island) the next colony was Olbia and the 
youngest cities are Nikonion and Tyras1

• According to Eusebius of Caesarea Histria was estab
lished by Miletus at 657 /656 BC but archeological research allows to date the site on ca. 630 BC2

• 

Borysthenes is dated back by Eusebius at 647 BC3 but in this case the archeological sources con
firm that the first Greek settlement at that area developed at 625 BC4

• Greek colonists settled at 
the territory of Olbiaabout50-70 years after establishing Borysthenes, it is in the second quarter 
of the 61

h century BC5
• The time when Olbia started to develop into the main polis in the region 

was at ca. 530 BC6
• The first Greek settlement at Nikonionis dated back to the third quarter of 61

h 

century BC7 as the same as it probably is in the case of Tyras. Allworth the excavations in Tyras 
are difficult because of latter Turkish settlement and the archeological sources from the begin
ning of the city are limited. Some of scholars stressed that Tyras might be the youngest Greek 
poleis in this area and could be dated back to the last quarter of the 61h century BC8 (Fig. 1). 

The all mentioned cities were colonies of Miletus9 but there is a strong suggestion that 
Nikonion could have been colony of Miletus and Histria as well. The theory is based at numis
matic findings from Nikonion, where a large number of cast bronze coins from Histria were 
found 10

• In other cities in the region coins from Histria are also well represented by findings of 
cast examples with legend n::TP or n:T at one side and the wheel with four spokes at the other 

1 Shelov 1964, p. 219-224; Brashinsky 1970, p. 133; Drews 1973, p. 18-31. 
Eusebius 95b:667; Aleksandrescu 1962, p. 58-62; 1978, p. 19-21; 1999, p. 72-76; Vulpe 1997, p. 181-191; 
Ivanchik 1998, p. 322-326. 

3 Eusebius, Chron. Can. 88. 
4 Kopejkina 1979, p. 106-107; Kryzhickij/Rusjaeva/Krapivina/Lejpinskaja/Skryzhinskaja/ Anochin 1999, p. 41. 
5 Vinogradov 1989, p. 79; Bujskih 2005, p. 157. 
6 Kryzhyckij et al. 1999, p. 348-349. 
7 Sekerskaja 1976, p. 94; 1989, p. 22-23. 
8 Karyzhkovski/Kleiman 1985, p. 42. 
9 Pseudo Skylaks 68; Pseudo Skymnos 798-803; Plin. NH 112; Eusebius, VII, 657. 
10 Preda 1960, p. 21-38; Zaginaylo 1966, p. 100. 
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side. These coins are characteristic in Nikonionfor the 61
h century BC'' are steel represented in 

numismatic findings in the S1h century BC from the all cities of the north-western sea coast 12
• The 

clase relations between Histria, Nikonion and Olbia are well noticed in archaic period though 
in classical times the contacts between neighboring cities began to play the main role in local 
trade network. The Olbian influence in Nikonion and Tyras is confirmed by findings of bronze 
cast coins in disc shape. These coins have the depiction of Athena, Gorgony or Demeter at one 
side and wheel with four spokes at the other side13

• The first examples of these coins are dated 
back to the second quarter of the 5rh century BC14

• The production of that coins (with depiction 
of Demeter) last to the first half of the 4rh century BC15

• 

The numerous findings of this bronze cast coins in Nikonion proves that the economica! 
connection between these cities already existed in the begging of the third quarter of the S1h 

century BC16
• The first Olbian cast coins with depiction of Gorgan appeared in Nikonion in 

the middle of the 5th century BC17
, the bronze cast coins with legend APIX are known from the 

period 430-410 BC18
• The findings of coins from Olbia increased in the next century. 1hose 

are coins with legend OABIO, image of Demeter at one side and the eagle on a dolphin at the 
reserve side are known in Nikonion from the beginning of the 4ih century BC19

• First coins from 
Tyras known in Nikonion are dated to the last decade of the first half of the 4th century BC20

• The 
coins from Tyras appeared alsa in the second half of the 4rh century BC2'. This late numismatic 
evidence shouldn't be considered as the suggestion that the economica! relations between these 
two poleis had developed just in the late classical period. The connections between Tyras and 
other cities are more difficult to detect mostly because of problems in archaeological excavation 
process at the site and fragmentary knowledge about the city before late 4th century BC. The first 
foreign coins known from Tyras came from Histria and are dated to the second half of the 5lh 

century BC22
• 

Sailing conditions 

The development of trade in cities situated on the Pontic coast depended on many condi
tions among which the sailing skills might be very important. The navigation abilities of Greeks 
effected to development of the sea routes connecting poleis intrade network. The technical seal
ing skills of Greeks were as well important for local - inertial Black Sea trade as for long-range 
maritime trade with Mediterranean poleis. In the 7th and 61h century BC the Greeks reached 
new territories and settled colonies by travelling along seashores23

• This way of sea traveling 
is alsa continued in the Black Sea territory by the chronology of colonization process played 
on the Pontic basin24

• Some of the oldest colonies settled at Bosporus bank are Bizantion and 

11 Mielczarek 1999, s. 7-20. 
12 Sekerska 2007, p. 482. 
13 Karyzhkovski 1988, p. 41-48. 
14 Zograf 1951, p. 123. 
15 Zograf 1951, p. 123-124,pl. XXXI, 4. 
16 Zaginaylo 1966, p. 120-130. 
17 Sekerska 2007, p. 482. 
19 Anochin 1989, p. 78. 
19 Zaginajlo 1966, p. 108-110, 206; Anochin 1989, p. 78; Sekerska 2007, p. 484. 
20 Anochin 1989, p. 78. 
21 Zograf 1951, p. 66-67; Zaginaylo 1966, p. 103, 122. 
22 Samoylova 2007, p. 440. 
23 Rouge 1981, p. 11-23. 
24 Carpenter 1948, p. 1-10; Hind 1984, p. 71-97; Agbunov 1987; Zubarev2005, p. 14. 
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Chalkedon25
• The next cities established after Bosporian centres, older than poleis from eastern 

part of the Black Sea, are Apolonia Pontica and Histria on west coast26 and Heraclea Pontica and 
Sinope at the southern coast27

• 

lt is natural that this communication routes turned into trade network connecting poleis 
placed near to each other28

• The influence of Histria in Nikonion in the 6th century BC and 
strong position of Olbia in the next century pointed out by numismatic findings proved this pro
cess very well29

• lt is quite probable that the changes in sailing conditions caused some changes 
in maritime trade. In this point of view it is important to mention about so cold "short routes" 
through the Black Sea which lead sailors by the open sea from southern cities strait to the ports 
of the northern poleis (Fig. 2). The date when this sea routes started to existing is still in dissec
tion but it is possible that maritime traders, had known about this way of travelling already in 
the last quarter of 5th century BC30

• 

The contacts with poleis situated outside of Pontus could have been more complicated 
because Greek sailors had to face up to narrow straits, strong currents as well as headwinds of 
Propontis trying to get to the Black Sea. lt is often stressed that sailing into Pontus was a prob
lem for Greek sailors and was easy and save only for three or fourth months of late spring and 
summer time. Considered this and the fact that coastwise manner of sailing took at least 20-25 
days for vessel to conquer the distance between Bizantion and Olbia in both ways31 stayed a 
question about attractiveness of the Black Sea trade based on direct connections between poleis 
so distance to each other like Athens and Olbia. lt might be possible that the trade network was 
constructed in different way and that some factor-cities could be involved and interested in 
trade with the Black Sea. 

Athens and Black Sea in historical writings 

The first historical information about the Athenian interest focused on Pontic poleis doesn't 
concern trade and economic sphere of their existence. At least it is not directly described in 
historical relation. They passed some politica} and military actions undertaken by Pericles when 
representatives of Sinop citizens turned to him with a request for help32

. Pericles together with 
naval forces ofDelian League was present at Aegean Sea between 440-439 BC because of conflict 
between Samos and Miletus and final rebellion of Samos against the Delian League control33

• 

According to Thucidydes during the military actions some of Synope citizens came to Pericles 
asking for help with expelling the tyrant Timesileos from the city. After defeating rebelled island 
Pericles together with a fleet of thirteen ships under the command of Lamachusset of to Sinope 
and like historical sources noticed he not only forced Timesileosto leave Sinope but also granted 
requests of other cities as well34

• The date of Periclean expedition on Pontus is not known but 

25 Ps. Skymn. 715; Herodot 4.144.2; see also: Merle 1916, p. 9-10; Cook 1946, p. 77. 
26 Apollonia Pontica: Ps. Skymn 728-731; Tsaneva/Panayotoval990, p. 77-79; Histria: Eusebius 95b:667; 

Aleksandrescu 1962, p. 58-62; 1978, p. 19-21; 1999, p. 72-76. 
27 Heraclea Pontica: Ps. Skymn 968-975; Burstein 1976, p. 14-15; Saprykinl997, p. 23-27; Synope: Herodotus, 

4.12.2. 
28 Zolotarev 1979, p. 9-10; Obrin 2002, p. 99-102. 
29 Preda 1960,p. 21-38; Zaginaylo 1976, p. 74; Karyshkovsky 1962, p. 210-215. 
30 Strabon 7. 4. 3; 1. 479; 3. 235; 5. 205; 387; Maksimovan 1954, 46-57; Berenbejm 1958, p. 201-202; Gaydukievich 

1969, p. 11-20. 
31 Labree 1957, p. 29-33; Rouge 1981, p. 156. 
32 Plutarch, Pericles 20. 25.1-2. 24.1; Thucydides 1.115.2. 
33 Thucydides 1.115.2. 
34 Thucydides 1.115.2. 
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scholars placed it hetween 438-432 BC35
• These words of historical writer hecome a canvas of 

the theory ahout strong influence of Periclean politics on Pontic poleis including his presence 
in Bosporan Kingdom and even Olhia, hut there is no other evidence that this journey through 
Pontic cities have ever had place36

. 

Some of Pontic poleis are mentioned as memhers of Delian League in phoros decree dated to 
425/424 BC, it make stronger the theory of politica! and first of all economica! interest of Athens 
in the Black Sea territory. The fragment saying ahout Black Sea poleis is highly damage so most 
of cities' names are reconstructed in hypothetically way but the decree mentions such cities like 
Apollonia Pontica, prohahly Olhia, Tyras and Nikonion37

• 

Although locating the Pontus Euxini poleis in separate group in Athenian decree proves that 
some of the Black Sea cities were member of the Delian League it doesn't prove that including 
those to the League had place during Periclean expedition and that these cities had some closer 
or direct trade connections with Athens. The participation in Delian League could have heen 
just farther, indirect, consequence of Athenian intervention in Sinope and estahlishing the first 
in the Black Sea, cleruchi at Sinope and Torikos38

• 

Black Sea maritime trade - written sources and archaeological finds 

The information ahout Pontic trade in written sources is far from detailed relation. The 
first information ahout Mediterranean - Black Sea trade concerns grain and was passed hy 
Herodotus (7, 147). But the author doesn't say anything ahout the destination of descrihed mer-· 
chant ships; he also says nothing ahout Pontic port where these ships started their journey from. 

The most complete description of Pontic trade might he found in Polyhius writings. 1he 
ancient author says that "in respect of the necessaries of life the staple articles of trade were cattle 
and slaves. 1here were also brought down to the Mediterranean lands honey wax and salt fish in 
quantity which served the comfort of life. From the Greek seas and lands there were carried back to 
the Pontic lands oil and wine of all kinds; wheat was carried sometimes in one direction sometimes 
in the other according to need"39

• A sit appears from quoted source the Black Sea poleis are per
ceived as one - homogeneous economic territory offering similar products of the trade exchange. 
The text clearly points out that the hest under the account of the quality as well as profitahle goods 
offered hy the Pontic cities are cattle and slaves. The cattle trade is hard to confirm hut there are 
some information ahout slave trade which may he referred to the Pontic territory4°. 

The presence of slaves in Greek Black Sea cities is confirmed hy epigraphic sources from 
Olhia or Phanagoria41 but this only proves that slaves' lahour was needed in Pontic poleis and 
that trade of them had local range. In the other hand the pirates activity referees in written 
sources referees almost only to eastern part of Black Sea - Bosporian Kingdom, Sindis lands and 
Colchis42

• 

35 Surikov 1999, p. 98-102,105-106. 
36 Latyshev 1887; Vinogradov 1989, p. 126-134; Brashinsky 1958, p. 110-121; Mattingly 1996, p. 151; Kallet-Marx 

1993 p. 24-27; Stadter 1989; Braund 2005, p. 24-45. 
37 Meritt/West 1934; Meritt/Wade-Gery/McGregor 1939; Karyshkovsky 1960, p. 82-99; Saprykin 1986, p. 55; 

Vinogradov 1989, p. 126-134. 
38 Plutarch, Perykles 20.2. 
39 Polybius 4. 38. 4. 
40 Goldenberg 1953, p. 200-209; Blavatsky 1954 p. 31-56; Staerman 1960, p. 134-139; Finley 1962, p. 51-59; 

Kallistov/Nejchardt/Shifman/Shishowa 1968; Braund/Tsetskhladze 1989, p. 114-125; Tsetskhladze 1990, 
p. 129-151; Gavrilyuk 2003 p. 75-85; Braund 2005, p. 24-45. 

41 Vinogradov 1998, p. 153-178. 
42 Brashinsky 1973, p. 130-131. 
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The epigraphic source which says about Black Sea slaves and their prices is the list of 
Kephisodoros' goods soldat an auction in 414 BC43

• This is the only source which gives the idea 
about the intensity and the profitability of a Pontic slaves' trade in Athens. In preserved text 
among fifteen slaves belonged to Kephisodoros there were mentioned five Tracian slaves and 
only one came from Scythia44

• How the list shows mast of slaves from Pontic have the Thracian 
origins and proves that value of Scythian slave is nat significant relating to the other prices. The 
fact that the mast of slaves from the Black Sea region belonged to Kefisthodoros came from 
Thrace draws the possibility that Pontic slaves in Athenian market came from other territories 
of northern Black Sea than Scythia. It alsa suggested existence of different routes of that trade 
for example through Macedonia or Aegean islands. 

The Scythian slaves are alsa mentioned by ancient historians' writings. Andokides says 
about three hundred Scythian archers served in Athenian polis forcers45 Aristophanes described 
the Scythian police in Athens in action46

• There is alsa a large group of vase paintings present 
in decoration, as one of the interpretations says, Scythian slave-archers47

• The discussion about 
Scythian archers in Athens is very complex, and there are two main theories in this matter. One 
rejects the probability of Scythian slave trade developing in Athens and treats the iconography 
as prove of symbolic way of thinking about specialized archers frorn Scythia. The other treats 
the mentioned sources as a proof of existing trade with Black Sea focused on "recruiting" skil
ful archers. Allworth the problem is difficult to study if one excepted that archers described by 
Andokides and Arysthopanes, depicted on black and red figured vases actually present real 
Scythian slaves leaving in Athens it suggests that the trade of Scythian archers might be con
sidered as very specialized and narrow branch of Pontic trade and in this way it couldn't have a 
large scale of range. 

The all evidence about the slaves from Scythia says that this kind of trade wasn't in any way 
significant for Athenian rnerchants. There is only one inforrnation about rnarket value of that 
slaves and it shows that they reached the average price, the other sources says about Scythian 
slaves important because of it high qualification in archery however the credibility of this 
sources is questioned48 and alsa doesn't prove that this kind of trade was the one which pulled 
the Athenian's attention to the Black Sea and involved all Pontic poleis. 

Pontic grain is often brought up in discussion as product attracted enough to drive atten
tion of Athenian merchants49

• It seems, that on account of the large population and limited 
productivity of land cultivated in Attica this argumentation have to be reconsidered. Allworth 
the argumentation that the Pontic territory wasn't able to product enough grain for maritime 
trade50and Athens were self-sufficient in 5ih century BC51 still stay strong. The different con
ception says that the low potential of agricultural productivity in Attica described by Plato as 
the bones of a wasted body52

, the large number of population and high grain consumption sug
gested that Athens wasn't able to provide enough food for their citizens based only on an own 

43 Meggis/Lewis 1988, s. 79. 
44 Issager/Hansen 1975, p. 32; Davies 1993, p. 89. 
45 Andokides 3. 5; Ajschines 2. 173. 
46 Lysistrata/Thesmophoriazuase/Ecclesiazusae. 
47 Plassart 1913 p. 151-213; Vos 1963; Lissarrague 1992, p. 125-149; Lavelle 1992, p. 78-97; Ivanchik 2002, 

p. 23-42. 
46 Pinney 1993, p. 134-140. 
49 Isager/Hansen 1975, p. 19-29; Garnsey 1988 p. 123-140; Shcheglov 1987, p. 99-122; Brashinsky 1963, p. 35-45. 
50 Noonan 1973, p. 231-242; Tsetskhladze 1997, p. 243-252. 
51 Sallares 1991, p. 73-80; Osborne 1987, p. 41-43. 
52 Plato/Critias, 111 b5. 
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production already in the 5th century BC53
• Production of the grain which barely satisfied needs 

of population could cause the threat of the market collapse in situation when the harvest was 
poor or crops were destroyed in other way. This created the space for the development of grain 
trade imported from different parts of world well-known to Greeks not excluding the Black Sea 
territory. 

Like Polybius noticed except slaves' strong side of Pontic poleis trade was its agriculture 
potential. The analyses of rural settlement of Olbia and Nikonion have showed that during the 
first half of S'h c. BC the choroi of both cities have developed and was constantly growing in the 
second half of the 5th c. BC. The analyses of agricultural potential of north-western Black Sea 
cities came to conclusion that they were not only able to provide the food for their own citizens 
but were able to product surpluses used for trade as well54

. 

The Black Sea maritime trade network 

None of these sources does inform how maritime trade in the Black Sea region was orga
nized. Taking the archaeological sources as a base to reconstruct the trade network between 
Pontic poleis and externai cities we have to look at epigraphic and transport amphorae find
ings as main sources for farther study. There are no epigraphic findings (for example proxeny 
decrees) from the north-western polis expressing information about long distance trade in the 
archaic and early classical period. The findings which may shade a little bit of light at the sub
ject are trade amphorae found in large number in Olbia, Nikonion or Histria in that period. lt 
occurred that in archaic period the most of trade amphorae found in Olbia and Nikonion came 
from Aegean centres like Chios, Samos, lhasos or Lesbos. 

At the 6'h and first half of S1hcentury BC most of amphorae found in Olbia and Nikonion 
came from Chios it is almost over 30% of all amphora findings from each city. At the second 
place in Nikonion are amphorae from Thasos; at the third place are findings from Lesbos. In 
Olbia there was Samos at second place and Les bos at the third. 1be amphorae of 1basos became 
relevant in Olbian findings in the second half of the 5th century BC55

• 

This suggested that northern Pontic cities were involved in trade with poleis located in the 
nearest "outside-Pontic area': lt is no less important that in early classical period each of men
tioned Aegean poleis possessed significant maritime fleet, had strong economic position and in 
this point all of them already have been connected with Miletus56

• They also became the mem
bers of Delian League from its beginning and were economically connected and used in this way 
by Athens57

• In this situation Athens didn't have to look for closer connection with Pontic cities 
because using the trade network already existing between the northern Black Sea poleis and 
Aegean islands was enough to gain those goods which were important for Athens. As it was said 
before the sailing conditions at the Black Sea area also were important intrade. The sea transport 
inside the Black Sea basin wasn't difficult but ancient maritime merchants who wanted to sail in 
the Black Sea had to come across narrow and difficult in navigation straits of Dardanelles and 
Bosporus. This long and dangerous sea route could force the natural developing of trade net
work between Pontic and Mediterranean area where Aegean ports gained certain importance. 
The geographical localization of Aegean islands and the experience of Aegean sailors throw 

53 Moreno 2007, p. 12-16, 31; Bissa Leiden 2009, s. 179. 
54 Shcheglov 1990, p. 375-376; Shcheglov 1991, p. 51-58. 
55 Leypunskaya 1981, tab. 31; 2001, p. 42-45; Sekerskaya 1989, p. 85-88, tab. 61; Monachov 2003, p. 11-30, 43-50. 
56 Quinn 1981; Sarikakis 1924, p. 121-131. 
57 Tucydydes 3. 2. 2. 
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the Propontis waters put them in very best position to run an agency for purchase and sale the 
all goods offered by Pontic cities. The poleis like Bizantion, Chios, Lesbos, Samos, Thasos and 
Miletus had perfect localization connecting the west - Athens and other Mediterranean polis 
with east - Black Sea colonies. The Athenian merchants didn't have to spend their efforts on sail
ing directly to Pontic poleis. The including Aegean islands and Propontis cities to Delian League 
and establishing cleruchiai like Sestos and Abydos58 in both sides of Dardanele gave Athens 
enough political and economic power to take control over Aegean Sea. This action in further 
consideration provides them well position also in controlling trade with the Black sea region59

• 

The situation in internal Pontic trade changed in the second half of the S1h century BC when 
the "short sea routes" connected directly the cities from the northern part of Black Sea with 
Greek centres lying on the south Pontic coast. The southern Pontic poleis like Heraclea Pontica 
and Synope become more active not only on maritime trade area but also like Heraclea estab
lished their own colony Chersonesus at northern part of Black Sea60

• This actions effected inten
sification of local-Pontic connections intrade and weakening the influence of Aegean traders 
in the Black Sea. The large number of trade amphorae from Heraclea Pontica and Synop dated 
to the 41h century BC exceeding the number of finds from Chios and other Aegean poleis61 sug
gested that these southern Greek poleis became the main participants in the northern Black Sea 
trade in the late classical period. The other evidence like proxeny decrees for citizens of Sinope 
and Heraclea Pontica found in Olbia also dated to the 4th century BC62 proved that booth south
ern poleis gain grate economic importance in northern Black Sea trade. 

Probably the political events like dissolved of Delian League and Athenian's lost in 
Peloponnesian War caused some impact in Black Sea trade network. When the connections with 
old Aegean partners lost their strength the initiative was took over by southern Pontic cities. New 
situation could also require more direct action from Athens what is proved by proxeny decree 
for Athenian citizen found in Olbia dated to the second half of the 4ih century BC. Athenians 
could try to maintain their control and influence in northern Pontic cities not only by individual 
actions but also by using their cleruchiai in Sestos and Abydos and in Sinopeand Torikos. 
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THE COMMERCIAL NETWORKS IN THE BLACK SEA REGION 
AND TRADE WITH ATHENS IN THE CLASSICAL PERIOD 

(Abstract) 

The politica] changes had found their influence in at politica] and economica] situation in Pontus 
Euxinus region but it didn't effect in collapse of the maritime market - neither internai nor externai one. 
The new situation forced Athenians to undertake more direct and individual actions but it only proves 
that the goods from the Black Sea played some role in maritime trade network. Probably in the 41

h cen
tury BC they even were more important for Athens which ]ost their politica] power and economica] 
support of Delian League. The leading position of Athens allowed them to control Pontic trade in the S1h 

century BC but and the experience which they acquired and had opportunity to continue trade contacts 
with Pontic cities in the 4ih century BC. 
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Fig. 1. The Greek colonies at the Black Sea (draw. I. Gluszek) 
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Fig. 2. Sea routes in the Black Sea basin in Classical Period ( draw. I. Gluszek) 
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