DREPTURILE OMULUI SI LIBERTATILE RELIGIOASE iN
ROMANIA. O PERSPECTIVA AMERICANA (1981-1987)

Gheorghe 1. Florescu

Odata cu Inglobarea Romaniei, fara a se tine cont de vointa ei, in sfera de
dominatie a Kremlinului, urmatd de o comunizare brutala, religia a devenit un
subiect de disputa intre o ideologie a servitutii primare si identitatea unei natiuni
al carei trecut nu poate fi inteles fard a se avea in vedere componenta lui
spirituala. Treptat, aceastd grava intruziune straind a luat forme dintre cele mai
neagteptate si dramatice, prin care s-a urmdrit, cu obstinatie, compromiterea
religiozitatii prin impunerea fortatd a unei dogme politice, ca pe un crez al unui
individ obligat si devind ateu. Doctrina comunistd, care propavaduia un
bigotism propriu dezumanizarii si solidaritatii proletare, substituite drepturilor
omului, si-a propus, ca o conditie sine qua non a unei ,,victorii” totalitare, sa
compromitd §i apoi sd interzicd romanilor libertatea lor religioasa si de
constiintd. Inci de la inceput chiar, intre ocupantul anarhizant si credinciosul
caruia i se repeta zilnic un refren cu intonatii hipnotice, s-a ajuns la o
confruntare inevitabild, cu manifestari atavice, afisate de ,cliberatori”.
Autoritatile comuniste din Romania, adepte neconditionate ale ocupantului
liber-cugetator, au declansat o ofensivd necrutitoare impotriva tuturor
confesiunilor definitorii pentru romaéni, pentru a-gi impune dogmatismul lor
politic, potrivnic profilului national. S-a ajuns astfel la o deformare progresiva,
prin mijloace coercitive, a tuturor institutiilor din domeniul educatiei,
invatamantului, culturii etc., recurgandu-se, treptat, la suspendarea unor culte si
la punerea in practicd a celor mai neasteptate masuri de distrugere a diferite
lacase de cult, precum si la interzicerea oficiala a participarii romanilor la
traditionala viatd confesionala. Intre antireligiozitatea ideologici a regimului
politic comunist i roméani s-a ajuns la un conflict deschis, afirmat in modalitati
diferite, care a luat forme din cele mai grave. Religia a fost eliminatd din scoli,
cartile care aveau vreo legatura cu credinta au fost interzise, multe biserici au
fost inchise si chiar daramate, numerosi fruntasi ai vietii ecleziastice au fost
arestati si incarcerati, unele culte au fost declarate ilegale etc. Asa cum era si de
asteptat, In aceste conditii s-a ajuns la o confruntare manifesta si foarte dura
intre credinciosi si autoritatile comuniste, care a evoluat catre forme de
manifestare ce se repercutau, evident, asupra identitatii nationale. In cele patru
decenii si jumdtate de comunism, numerosi credinciosi au fost obligati sa
accepte sacrificii greu imaginabile azi, pentru a-si afirma identitatea si
demnitatea, inseparabile de religie. Primitivitatea antireligioasa a comunismului
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a devenit o evidenta incontestabild atunci cand a recurs la suprimare, pentru a-si
demonstra pretinsa superioritate, care era de fapt o monomanie sanguinara.

In anii de dupa 1989, istoricii, politologii, oamenii de litere si diverse
personalitati din lumea confesionald, bineinteles, au Incercat sd reconstituie
drama nesfarsita a credinciosilor din Roménia si modaliatile prin care acestia s-
au impotrivit unui regim politic antinational, care a incercat a se subroga
bisericii, libertatilor religioase si drepturilor omului. Un nume care s-a
evidentiat, Incepand cu anul 1978, printre cei care si-au afisat Tn mod public
adversitatea fatd de politica anticofesionald a regimului comunist a fost
Profesorul Petru Cocirteu, remarcat, petru atitudinea sa contestatard, de unii
istorici si diplomati din Anglia, S.U.A., Franta si Romania'. Dupa o activitate
recunoscutd, desfasuratd in randul comunitatii baptiste din Caransebes, Petru
Cocirteu a devenit o persoand ,,incomoda” pentru autorititile comuniste, atunci
cand a comparut, la 2 aprilie 1978, printre semnatarii declaratiei de fondare a
Comitetului Crestin Roman pentru Apararea Drepturilor Religioase si de
Constiinta*. Militind pentru incetarea persecutiilor religioase in Roménia, el a
fost arestat in ziua de 15 octombrie 1978, la Caransebes, si condamnat la 25 de
ani de Inchisoare, pedeapsa comutatd in cele din urma la un an de detentie, din
lipsa de probe. Intrigate de statornicia si justetea demersului sdu, precum si de
ecoul declangat de apelul A.L.R.C., intitulat incetati prigoana, oficialitatile
locale i-au sugerat la un moment dat sa plece din tara. Refuzul repetat a atras
dupa sine Inscenarea unui accident rutier, din care a scdpat ca prin minune,
ramanand insd cu urmari grave pentru toatd viata. La 8 februarie 1981 a parasit
tara, ajungand la New York City o sdptaména mai tarziu, pentru a se muta, nu
dupd mult timp, in California. La 4 aprile 1981, conferentia deja la San
Francisco, despre persecutiile religioase din Roménia comunista. Odata ajuns in
America si-a reluat vechea misiune §i, asa cum singur va recunoaste, ,,am
organizat conferinte, mitinguri, am facut tot felul de interventii, am scris $i am
vorbit la Departamentul de Stat, la Congresul Statelor Unite, precum si la
diferite organizatii americane si [...] internationale, pentru a-i ajuta pe crestinii

' Am sperat, zi de zi, ci-mi voi revedea tara, Prezentare si interviu realizate de Gheorghe 1. Florescu, I,
Convorbiri literare, lasi, Nr.11, Noiembrie 2003, p. 79-82; Nr. 12, Decembrie 2003, p. 88-90; Dorin
Dobrincu, Libertate religioasa si contestare in Romania lui Ceausescu: Comitetul Crestin Roman
pentru Apararea Libertitii Religioase si de Constiinta (ALRC), in Analele Sighet, Vol. 10, Anii 1973-
1989: Cronica unui sfdrsit de sistem, Bucuresti, Fundatia Academia Civica, 2003, p. 203-227. Vezi si
Petru Cocarteu, Viziunea unei natiuni, <Targoviste>, Editura Macarie, 1998; Gheorghe I. Florescu, Un
autor si o carte, in Cronica, lasi, Nr. 1, lanuarie 1999, p. 2, 4; Gheorghe 1. Florescu, Petru Cocarteu,
Coordonatori, Roménia. Viziune, fapta, si cunoastere, Houston, Humble, Texas, RABRS, Inc., 2006;
Cocarteu, Petru, in Dan Fornade, Roménii din America. 500 personalitiiti din S.U.A. si Canada,
Montreal, Danway Publications, 2001, p. 103.

2 Acest organism interconfesional a activat pana in 1982. Vezi Am sperat, zi de zi, ci-mi voi revedea
tara, I, p. 81.
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din Romania™. La 8 iunie 1981, a adresat un raport Casei Albe, Congresului
S.U.A. si Amnesty International, din Londra, in care descria tratamentul aplicat
crestinilor din Roménia de catre Securitate. La Inceputul aceleiasi veri, s-a
stabilit in Akron, Ohio, unde a continuat ceea ce incepuse la San Francisco.
Trebuie precizat cd intre timp, A.L.R.C.-ul fusese reorganizat in S.U.A., de
catre Pavel Nicolescu, expulzat din Roménia in 1979. Nu trebuie uitat ca in acea
vreme oficialitatile americane se aratau foarte interesate de modalitatea in care
erau respectate drepturile omului si libertdtile religioase n tarile comuniste din
Europa, punindu-se un accent deosebit pe realitatile confesionale, transformate
intr-o chestiune controversatd, care depasise de mult stadiul unei dispute
teoretice”.

Demersul initiat de Petru Cocirteu, abia descins in Lumea Noud, a
beneficiat, prin urmare, de un context international favorabil, afirmat atat in
spatiul american, cat si in cel al Europei de Vest. Peseverent si animat de cele
mai Tnalte si curate sentimente umane, atribute definitorii pentru un lider, el a
reusit sd determine, prin intraga sa activitate, declansarea unui curent de opinie
favorabil credinciosilor baptisti din Romania, dar nu numai lor, afisat de cele
mai inalte institutii de stat din S.U.A. si din Europa. Scrisorile pe care le
publicdm cu aceasta ocazie, care relevd consecinta imediatd a actiunii
intreprinse de Petru Cocirteu, au o importantd deosebitd pentru cunoasterea
dimensiunii exacte a dramei romanilor din acei ani. Problematica abordatd de
aceastd corespondentd nu era una strict protocolard, deoarece reclama o
implicare institutionalizatd a destinatarilor. Depesele in discutie aveau in primul
rand un rost informational, dar fiecare sugera adoptarea unei atitudini oficiale.
Si nu doar de consolare circumstantiald, ci una care sd atraga dupd sine o
ameliorare a unei stiri de fapt ce nesocotea credinta unei natiuni, adica
dominanta ei cea mai de pret, care-i fixeazd locul cuvenit pe harta lumii
crestine. Fiecare scrisoare din cele transcrise aici ne face sé intelegem cé autorii
lor erau destul de informati asupra intruziunilor si a discrimindrilor care grevau
realitdtile confesionale ale Romaniei comuniste. Semnificatia acestor scrisori
este una deosebita, intrucat semnatarii lor erau niste personalitéti dintre cele mai
inalte 1n ierarhia administratiei §i Establishment-ului american: Casa Alba,
Congresul Statelor Unite, Departamentul de Stat, Inalte institutii internationale,
precum: Amnesty International (Londra) si Amnesty International U.S.A. (New
York City), Christian Solidarity International (Zurich), Nations Unies. Haut
Commissariat pour les Réfugiés (Geneva), Commission on Security and
Cooperation in Europe. Congress of the United States (Washington, D.C.) etc.
Intrucat corespondenta lui Petru Cocirteu era purtati la nivele atat de inalte,
oficialii cdrora li se adresa el erau figuri dintre cele mai reprezentative ale anilor
’80: George Bush, Vicepresedinte al S.U.A., Edward M. Kennedy, Jesse Helms,

3 Petru Cocérteu, Leadership si viziune, in Roménia. Viziune, fapti si cunoastere, p. 28.
* Dorin Dobrincu, op.cit., p. 210-212, 224.
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Alan Cranston, John Glenn si Alfonse M. D’Amato, senatori ai S.U.A., Dante
B. Fascell si Mary Rose Oakar, membri ai Camerei Reprezentantilor, Mircea
Malita, Ambasador al Romaniei in S.U.A., inalti functionari ai Biroului
Vicepresedintelui S.U.A., Departamentului de Stat, Amnesty International
(West-Germany), Amnesty International U.S.A. (New York City), Natiunilor
Unite (Geneva), Senatului Statului Kentucky (Frankfort, Kentucky) si ai
Comisiei de Securitate i Cooperare in Europa (Washington, D.C.) etc.

Nici una dintre scrisorile pe care le avem in vedere nu are un caracter
eminamente personal, aga cum am mai afirmat, intrucat fiecare a fost suscitata
de o realitate cu particularitati nationale si internationale, care caracteriza un
sistem politic retrograd si o epoca necunoscutd inca Indeajuns si care continua a
provoca opinii controversate sau chiar contrare adevarului istoric. Cele 24 de
texte, cu valoare incontestabild de document, se vor adauga altor marturii
asemandtoare, apropiindu-i pe cei interesati de o problemd actuala si azi,
intrucat zilnic apar intrebari ce asteaptd un raspuns ce nu mai poate fi amanat.

Chiar de la inceput, oficialitatile contactate de Petru Cocirteu s-au aratat
impresionate de faptul cd in Romania persecutia practicatd in sfera vietii
religioase era deosebit de grava si deci inacceptabild, citandu-se, nu intamplator,
cazul Parintelui Gheorghe Calciu-Dumitreasa. La 29 iunie 1981, senatorul
Gesse Helms i comunica lui Petru Cocirteu ca l-a instiintat pe ambasadorul
roman din Statele Unite despre situatia drepturilor omului in tara sa si cd va
continua sa-l1 impulsioneze pe Secretarul de Stat pentru a comunica guvernului
de la Bucuresti ,,profunda noastra dezolare” in aceasta chestiune. In acelasi sens
se pronunta si Amnesty International, la 20 iulie 1981. William D. Eckert, apoi,
ii comunica, la randul sdu, din partea lui George Bush, Vicepresedinte al
Americii, ¢i va informa Departamentul de Stat asupra situatiei din Roménia. In
scrisoarea sa din 5 august 1981, senatorul Edward M. Kennedy, avertizat asupra
anormalitatilor evidentiate de realititile romanesti din sfera drepturilor omului,
se arata Increzator 1n solutionarea lor.

O altd problema discutatd in aceste scrisori era aceea care se referea la
demolarea a doua biserici baptiste, caz semnalat Ambasadei americane din
Bucuresti, pentru eventuale investigatii. In aceeasi scrisoare, Robert W. Becker
ridica chestiunea dreptului de a emigra, ardtdndu-se la curent cu ,,cazul”
Gheorghe Calciu-Dumitreasa. La 5 decembrie 1984, Vicepresedintele S.U.A. il
ingtiinta pe Petru Cocirteu cé ,,am cerut oficialilor de la Departamentul de Stat
sa investigheze toate declaratiile privitoare la violdrile drepturilor omului care
au fost aduse la cunostinta mea”, trimitand scrisoarea pe care o avea in vedere
Departamentului de Stat. In consecinti, la 7 februarie 1985, Thomas A. Lynch
Jr., de la Departamentul de Stat, i scria lui Petru Cocirteu, raspunzand scrisorii
acestuia, care 1i parvenise prin intermediul lui George Bush, cid ,oficialii
Statelor Unite, de la toate nivelele, atrag cu regularitate atentia guvernului
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roman asupra interesului nostru profund asupra libertatii de exprimare religioasa
in Romania”, promitind a se interveni din nou in acest sens. Mai mult decat
atat, la 25 martie 1985, Dante B. Fascell, Chairman al Comission on Security
and Cooperation in Europe, cu sediul in Washington, D.C., i se adresa lui Mary
Rose Oakar, membra a Camerei Reprezentantilor, care ii scrisese despre
problemele a doud familii din Romania, subliniind cd institutia pe care o
reprezenta a informat Congresul S.U.A. despre diferitele inconveniente cu care
se confruntau credinciosii din Romania. Mary Rose Oakar, la randul ei, 1i scria
lui Petru Cocirteu, informandu-1 cd s-a adresat autoritatilor romane si U.S.
Congressional Helsinki Commission, cerdndu-le implicarea in chestiunea
credinciosilor din Roménia si din alte tari din Europa de Est, conchizand ca
atitudinea oficililor roméni este departe de cea asteptata.

In afara de documentele care il privesc nemijlocit pe dl. Petru Cocirteu,
acela interesat de problematica acestei corespondente va putea consulta si
cateva scrisori care nu i-au fost adresate lui, dar care au o legatura directa cu el
sau au fost prilejuite de campania sa de informare a oficialitatilor americane
asupra realitatilor confesiunii baptiste din Romania. Pe langa cele pe care le-am
mentionat deja, remarcam interventia lui Gene Huff, functionar republican la
Kentucky State Senate, care 1i aducea la cunostintd Ambasadorului Mircea
Malita, la 10 ianuarie 1984, cd In Romania s-au petrecut ,,doua incidente”, din
sfera libertatilor religioase, rugandu-1 sa investigheze cazurile respective. La 11
martie 1985, Mary Rose Oaker il informa pe Ambasadorul David B.
Funderburk asupra necazurilor unei familii de baptisti din Arad, care solicita
viza americand. Un caz asemanator era semnalat i de Alfonse M. D’ Amato, la
29 mai 1985. O luna mai tarziu, James McDonald i se adresa unui pastor baptist
din Kent, Ohio, multumindu-i pentru ,,scrisoarea privitoare la situatia crestinilor
din Roménia” si asigurandu-1 ca oficialitatile americane vor actiona in vederea
dobandirii de catre credinciosii din Roméania a drepturilor lor, in acord cu
deciziile adoptate in acest sens la Helsinki si Madrid.

Urmatoarele texte sunt niste notificari, datate 25 si 27 septembrie, dar si 3
octombrie 1985, ale Comisiei pentru Securitate si Cooperare in Europa, din
cadrul Congresului Statelor Unite, si privesc doud familii de romani care aveau
dificultiti cu oficialititile din tara lor in incercarea de a emigra in America. in
sfargit, ultima corespondentd pe care o avem in vedere poartd data de 26
februarie 1987 si a fost emisa de directorul Biroului pentru Afacerile Europei de
Est si ale Iugoslaviei, din cadrul Departamentului de Stat al Statelor Unite,
referindu-se la tratamentul credinciosilor din Romania si incheind cu
incredintarea ca vor fi exercitate presiuni asupra guvernului roman pentru
respectarea drepturilor omului si a libertatilor religioase.

Scrisorile pe care le transcriem in continuare ni se Infatiseaza, azi, ca
niste istorii din alte vremuri, care, odatd cu trecerea anilor, vor dobandi,
neindoielnic, o conotatie mai complexa. Dincolo de consemnarea, frusta de cele
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mai multe ori, a unor situatii tragice, fiecare din aceste depese este o atentionare
foarte serioasd adresatd oficialitatilor roméne, dar si unor inalte institutii
internationale, asupra regimului drepturilor omului §i a libertatilor religioase
care au functionat in tara noastrd in anii dictaturii comuniste. Campania de
sprijinire a unor indivizi sau familii, cu ,probleme”, nu urmarea doar
solutionarea acelor cateva ,,cazuri” izolate si aparent intAmplatoare, ci afirmarea
unei atitudini principiale, exprimata la nivelul celor mai nalte foruri de decizie
din S.U.A. si Europa, in sfera comportamentului abominabil exercitat de
regimul de la Bucuresti fatd de toti romanii, nu numai fata de baptisti. Fiecare
scrisoare, chiar daca are in vedere un nume sau un context special, evidentiaza o
reactie subsumata unei politici in centrul careia era situat intotdeauna individul,
cu drepturile lui, si nu o ideologie internationalista, care eluda un principiu
esential al drepturilor omului. Asa cum se intelege uneori din scrisorile in
discutie, straduintele inaltilor demnitari americani §i europeni, angajati in
incercarea de a impune autorititilor roméne respectarea unor drepturi
fundamentale, erau urmate doar arareori de o solutionare acceptabila macar pe
moment. Privite din aceastd perspectiva, interventiile lui Petru Cocirteu
dobandesc o semnificatie aparte, iar numele lui imprumuta ceva din aura proprie
liderilor autentici. Daca incercarile unei singure persoane s-au soldat cu atatea
reactii, exprimate de cei mai Tnalti demnitari ai administratiei si vietii publice
americane, ne putem Iintreba, cu indreptatire, ce schimburi de mesaje au
intervenit, de-a lungul anilor, intre oficialitatile de varf ale sferelor politice si
diplomatice americane si roméane, in chestiunea drepturilor omului si a
liberttilor religioase din tara noastra’.

3 Toate scrisorile sunt semnate de autori.
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JESSE HELMS
NORTH CAROLINA
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510
June 29, 1981
Mr. Petru Cocirteu
2120 Laura Avenue
San Leandro, California 94577
Dear Mr. Cocirteu:

I thank you very much for your recent letter documenting the savage persecution of
believing Christians that is underway in Romania.

I have received many letters about this in recent months, and notably about the harsh
treatment of Father Calciu.

I have conveyed my concern about the human rights of all these people to the Romanian
Ambassador; and I will continue to urge our own Secretary of State to convey to the government
of Romania our profound distress about the suffering arbitrarily imposed on individuals for no
other reason than their religious faith.

I hope you will convey to your Christian colleagues here and in Romania my deep interest
in their welfare and my prayers that the Lord will renew their strenght as they continue to give
Christian witness in a land of persecution.

With kind regards.

Sincerely,
Gesse Helms
JESSE HELMS:on

I
AMNESTY
INTERNATIONAL
International Secretariat, 10 Southampton Street, London WC2E 7HF, England
Telephone: 01-836 7788 Telegrams: Amnesty London Telex: 28502
United Nations
Human Rights Award
20 July 1981
Petru Cocirteu
2120 Laura Avenue
San Leandro, CA 94577
USA
Dear Petru Cocirteu,
Thank you for sending us the circulars providing information on religious persecution in
Romania. As you are aware, Amnesty International has adopted a number of individuals
mentioned in the circular as prisoners of conscience and Amnesty International groups in a
number of countries have been campaigning on their behalf.
We are concerned about the information provided in your circular that Father Gheorghe Calciu
Dumitreasa is presently held in Rahova prison. According to the information received by us in
February 1981, Father Calciu was transferred to the Jilava Prison Hospital at the end of 1980. Can
you please let us know if your information that he is presently in Rahova prison means that he
was transferred to Rahova after having been treated in the Jilava Prison Hospital? Do you know
the date of his transfer.
‘We would also be interested to receive any further information you may have on the cases of the following
individuals mentioned in your circular: Pavel Bradeanu, Budusel Comel, Munteanu Nicolae and Ionel
Prejban. We are enclosing a number of ,,Prisoner Data Questionaires” for this purpose.
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For your information, we have been informed from a number of sources that Father Godo was
released from prison sometime at the end of April after a new investigation into his case had been
instituted.

Waiting to hear from yoy.

With best wishes,
Anna Weinfeld
Research Department
Cc: Ion Pator Emil Vlad
No. 300 Elmhurst Street 1083 Melcher Street
Apt. 8 Hayward CA 94544 San Leandro CA 94577
111
OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT
WASHINGTON

August 3, 1981

Mr. Petru Cocirteu
2120 Laura Avenue
San Leandro, California 94577
Dear Mr. Cocirteu:

Thank you for your letter to the Vice President concerning the treatment of christians in Romania.

It was thoughtful of you to write the Vice President and he appreciates your taking the
time to do so. I have taken the liberty of forwarding your letter to officials in the Department of
State so that they might look into the situation you describe and correspond with you directly.

With best wishes,

Sincerely,
William D. Eckert
Lieutenant Colonel, USAF
Military Assistant/Aide
to the Vice President

v
EDWARD M. KENNEDY
MASSACHUSETTS
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510
August 5, 1981
Mr. Petru Cocirteu
2120 Laura Avenue
San Leandro, California 94577
Dear Mr. Cocirteu:

Thank you for your informative letter regarding the situation in Romania. I share your
deep concern over the continuing persecution of innocent Romanians.

The Romanian Government has permitted increasing numbers of its citizens to emigrate
to the United States and has proved particularly responsive to family reunification requests.
Recently I have been able to help secure the emigration of Nicolae Dascélu, the famous unionist,
as well as the Mihai Barbulescu family.

I am hopeful that we can make further progress in U. S. — Romanian relations, particularly
in the field of human rights and in cases such as those you describe.

Thank you again for writing, and best wishes,

Sincerely,
Edward M. Kennedy
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\Y%
DEPARTMENT OF STATE
Washington, D.C. 20520
September 9, 1981
Dear Mr. Cocirteu:

Your recent letter to the Vice President concerning the treatment of Christians in Romania
has been referred to me for reply.

The reports of the closure or demolition of Baptist churches in Closani and Motru have
passed the information in your letter to the Embassy in Buchurest for further investigation.

I have also sent the list of names of Romanian Christians interested in emigrating from
Romania to our Embassy with the request that it provide all appropriate assistance to them. It is
the policy of the United States to encourage the Romanian Government to permit individual
Romanians to emigrate to countries of their choice. We trust that our efforts on the behalf of all
Romanians wishing to emigrate will assist them to obtain permission to leave Romania in an
unhindered and expeditious manner.

The Department of State is very familiar with the case of Father Gheorghe Calciu, and has
release from prison. It is our present undestanding that he is in relatively good health in
Bucharest. We hope that our efforts on his behalf will bring about his release in the near future.

The Department is also familiar with the case of the five Romanians arrested for
attempting to smuggle Romanian language bibles into the Soviet Union for distribution to
Romanian speakers living in Moldavia. The five individuals whom you list in your letter were
sentenced for illegal possession of foreign currency, bribing or attempting to bribe border
officials, and smuggling. It is our understanding that their fines have been paid by fellow
believers in Romania, and that efforts are being made to reduce their sentences. Under the
circumstances it would not appear appropriate for the United States Government to intervene on
their behalf.

Sincerely yours,
Robert W. Becker
Romanian Desk Officer
Cc: American Embassy Bucharest
Mr. Petru Cocirteu,
2120 Laura Acenue,
San Leandro, CA 94577.

VI
Petru Cocirteu AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL
2120 Laura Avenue Sektion der Bundesrepublik Deutschland e. V
San Loredano, CA 94577
USA Bezirk 3890 Gruppe 1642

Dear Petru Cocirteu,

Unfortunately, we got Your address so late from the International Secretariat of amnesty
international, that we could not approach You sooner. We, one of the three ai-groups, which had
adopted You during Your imprisonment in 1978, are interested, whether we could help You in
any form. If so, please let us know.

Furthermore, we are eager to learn; for our further work to help prisoners for religious, political or
ethnical reason; whether You know during Your imprisonment, that amnesty international was
engaged in Your case. Did prisoners in general know about ai’s work. Your information could
certainly give us valuable hints to improve our methods to help innocent captives and could teach
us a lot about our work’s effect on the imprisoned.

We hope, that now — being in the United States — You have the chance to practise Your religion
freely, without any repression.
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With the best wishes and the hope to hear from You soon.

Gerhard Zotz Our address:
(for the ai-group Marktoberdorf) ai-Group 1642  c/o Gerhard Zot
Bahnhofring 2

8955 Aitrang
West-Germany

VII
ALAN CRANSTON
CALIFORNIA
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510
February 22, 1982
Mr. Petru Cocirteu
1083 Melcher Street
San Leandro, California 94577
Dear Mr. Cocirteu,
Thank you for your letter to Senator Jackson who passed it along to me. I very much appreciate
your kind offer of assistance to provide me with information cocerning the human rights situation
in Romania. I will certainly keep your offer in mind. I have also taken the liberty of sending your
letter to the Department of State, the agency responsible for preparing an annual country report
on human rights.
In the meantime, I continue to work with the State Department on human rights cases and to join
in efforts encouraging the Romanian government to improve its human rights record and
emigration policy.
1 appreciated hearing from you.

With best wishes,
Sicerely,
Alan Cranston
VIII
JESSE HELMS
NORTH CAROLINA

United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510
May 5, 1982
Mr. Petru Cocirteu
41 Cambridge Avenue
San Leandro, CA 94577
Dear Mr. Cocirteu:

Many thanks for your letter of February 16 calling to my attention the ongoing
persecution of Christian believers in Romania. I am grateful to have the documentation about
these Romanian citizens and will see that it used to maximum effect in our dealings with the
government of Romania.

With kind regards.

Sincerely,
Jesse Helms
JESSE HELMS: opn

IX
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AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL U.S.A. MIDWEST REGIONAL OFFICE

National Section Office 407 S. Dearborn, Rm. 500
304 West 58th Street Chicago, IL 60605
New York, NY 10019 312/427-2060

March 8, 1983

Mr. Petru Cocirteu

709 S. Lincoln

Kent, Ohio 44240

Dear Mr. Cocirteu:

I am writing to confirm your participation in the 1983 Amnesty International Midwest Regional
Conference in Chicago on April 15-17. We are delighted that you have agreed to appear on the program.
As is indicated on the enclosed brochure, you will be speaking at a public forum on Friday, April
15. We would like for you to speak about 15-20 minutes on your experiences related to human
rights violations in Romania.

On Saturday, April 16, we are anticipating that you would be available to participate in the
opening plenary and the noon-hour country sessions in which your knowledge of Romania would
be most helpful. In addition, I know that our members would appreciate having the opportunity to
speak informally with you at the Social Hour and the International Fiesta on Saturday evening.
We shall cover your travel expenses to and from Chikago, and we will provide food and lodging
for you through Sunday afternoon, April 17.

I will be contacting you again in the next several weeks with more specific details. In the
meantime, if you have any questions or comments, or if you would like additional information,
please feel free to contact me.

I look forward to meeting you.

Warm regards,

Doris E. Strieter

Midwest Director

X
NATIONS UNIES UNITED NATIONS
Haut Commissariat High Commissioner
Pour les Refugies for Refugees
Télégrammes: HICOMREF Palais des Nations
Télex: 27492 UNHCR CH Ch-1211 Genéve 10
Téléphone: 31.02.61
CYP/24/3/M

Nicosia, 25 March 1983
Dear Reverend Cocirteu

We thank you for your letter dated 3 March 1983 concerning Dr. Gheorghe Stefan and family.

For your information Dr. Stefan has left Cyprus and has proceeded to Athens where his
case will be viewed for migration to another country.

A photocopy of your letter has been sent to our Branch Office in Athens and UNHCR
Headquarters, Geneva.

We would like to add that it is always gratifying to receive letters such as yours
concerning your compatriots who pass through our office and we feel that the interest you have
shown will indeed greatly alleviate the hardship of their plight.

Thank you, once again, for the interest you have shown.

Yours sincerely
S. Halim
Chief of Mission in Cyprus

XI
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United States Department of States
Washington, D.C. 20520
December 1, 1983
Mr. Petru Cocirteu
P. 0. Box 3192
Kent, Ohio 44240
Dear Mr. Cocirteu:

Thank you for your letter of November 20 concerning fourteen persecuted Christian
families in Romania. I appreciate your bringing this information to my attention.

I am sending copies of your letter and the attachment to the American Embassy in
Buchurest and to the Department of State’s Bureau of Human Rights and Humanitarian Affairs,
since they too will be interested to have the information which your provided.

Sincerely,
Jonathan B. Rickert
Country Officer for Romania
Cc: Amembassy Bucharest
HA

XII
Kentucky State Senate
GENE HUFF
District 21 January 10, 1984
Capitol Building
Frankfort, Kentucky 40601
Telephone (502) 564-2450
P. O. Box 693
London, Kentucky 40741
(606) 864-4995
Mircea Malitza
Ambassador of the Socialist Republic of Romania
1607-23rd Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20008
Dear Ambassador Malitza:

On the heels of my other letter, I was deeply disturbed to learn of two incedents that have
alledgely just happened in Romania.

First of all, it has been reported to me that a Mr. Nicola<e> Tr<a>ian Bogdan, age 25 of
Timo Suero® has been murderd. This has been widely reported throughout the U.S., and T would
certainly appreciate a response from you regarding it. I had a second call yesterday and was also
informed of a trial that was delayed from last Friday, January 6th until January 27th.

This criminal trial involves a Reverend losif Stefanut, St. Dianei #9, Brdila, Romania. Mr.
Stefanut has been charged with the possession of Western Christian literature and also holding
unauthorized religious services with an anti-socialist character.

This man is said to be of impeccable character and I cannot understand the government
position in this matter.

Would you please investigate these cases and let me have a response at your discretion.

Yours truly,
GENE HUFF
Senate Republican Floor Leader

® Timisoara.
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GH/gls

X1
THE VICE PRESIDENT
Washington
December 5, 1984

Mr. Petru Cocirteu

Post Office Box 3192

Kent, Ohio 44240

Dear Mr. Cocirteu:

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the Tirlescu’ and Pavel families in Romania.

It was thoughtful of you to write. Your concern in this matter is understood, and I
appreciate your having taken the time to share inormation with me regarding the Tirlescu’ and
Pavel familise. I have asked officials at the Department of State to investigate all allegations of
human rights violations which are brought to my attention. I have, therefore, forwarded your letter
to officials at the State Department with a request that they correspond with you directly and that
they provide a copy of their response to my office.

With best wishes,
Sincerely,
George Bush
X1V
United States Department of State
Washington, D.C. 20520
February 7, 1985
Mr. Petru Cocirteu
P.0.Box 3192
Kent, Ohio 44240
Dear Mr. Cocirteu:

Your letter to Vice President Bush expressing concern about the religious rights situation
in Romania has been referred to me.

I can assure you that U. S. officials at all levels regularly make clear to the Romanian
Government our strong interest in freedom of religious expression in Romania. In some instances,
such as the Romanian authorities’ continued restraint from arresting dissident Baptist pastors, our
contacts with the Romanian Governement have been encouraging and suggest some Romanian
sensitivity to public opinion in the U. S. and Western Europe.

Regardind the individual cases you mention, we understand from the American Embassy
in Bucharest that an annex of the Baptist church at Bistrita was demolished early last autumn due
to an alleged building code violation. The church itself has not been torn down. We have had
unconfirmed reports that the Baptist church at Gaujani (Vilcea) has been closed, but have had no
word on the possibility of its destruction and have asked the Embassy in Bucharest to check into
the situation. We have no current information on the status of Gavril Tirlescu or Dragu Pavel in
Caransebes.

Sincerely,
Thomas A. Lynch, Jr.
Country Officer for Romania

XV
Congress of the United States
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

7 Acest nume apare in doua forme: Gavril Tirlescu si Gavril Tarlescu.
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MARY ROSE OAKAR Commitees:

20th District, Ohio Banking, Finance and Urban Affairs

District Office: Post Office and Civil Service

523 Federal Court Building Chair, Subcommitee on Compensation

215 Superior Avenue and Employee Benefits

Cleveland, Ohio 44114 Select Committee on Aging

(216) 522-4927 Chair, Task Force on Social
Security and Women

Washington Office: Committee on House Administration

2438 Rayburn House Office Building Whip at Large

Washington, D.C. 20515
(202)225-5871
March 11, 1985
Mr. David B. Funderburk, Ambassador
United States Embassy
AmConGen (Bush)
Bucharest, Romania
APO NY 09213 (BUH)
IN RE: MRS. MARIA GAVRILOVICI
ANA DANIELA GAVRILOVICI
IOAN GABRIEL GAVRILOVICI
Loc. Arad
Str. Calea Romanilor nr. 13-15
Jud. Arad codd 2900
Arad, Romania
Dear Ambassador Funderburk:
The Reverend Pavel Gavrilovici has contacted my office regarding his sister and his children,
capitoned above. He related that he has petitioned for them, but as yet they have not been issued
visas. | have enclosed correspondence relating to his petition.
Miss Gavrilovici is single, she was born in May 31, 1926. She is a devout Baptist and has suffered
religious persecution because of her beliefs. Miss Gavrilovici has worked with the Romanian
Christian Committee Defense of Religious Freedom, doing mission work.
Rev. Gavrilovici is also very anxious to be reunited with his children.
Every consideration given their visa petitions will be grately appreciated.
Please keep my Cleveland office advised of the progress of this matter.
Sincerely,
Mary Rose Oakar
Member of Congress

MRO/fr
Enclosures®
XVI
COMMISION ON
SECURITY AND COOPERATION IN EUROPE
Congress of the United States
Washington, D.C. 20515

DANTE B. FASCELL R. Spencer Oliver

Chairman Staff Director

ROBERT DOLE Samuel G. Wise

Co-Chairman Deputy Staff Director

8 Aceasta este o copie.

www.cimec.ro



Libertatile religioase in Romania 179

237 House Office Building, Annex 2
(202) 225-1901
March 25, 1985
The Honorable Mary Rose Oakar
523 Federal Court Building
215 Superior Ave.
Cleveland, Ohio 44114
Dear Representative Oakar:

Thank you for your letter regarding the plight of the Tirlescu, Baloni and Dragu families
in Romania.

As you may know, the Commission was established by the U.S. Congress as an independent
advisory agency mandated to monitor and encourage implementation of all provisions of the Helsinki
Final Act by all signatory states. Accordingly, the Commission has repeatedly informed the Romanian
government of the deep concern generated in the U.S. Congress by the various problems encountered by
individuals and groups seeking to profess and prctice their religion.

Once we are informed of the status of these families by the U.S. Consulate in Bucharest,
the Commission will take every appropriate opportunity to press for the resolution of their cases.

Please be assured that the Commission will continue to do all it can to ensure that
Romania’s believers are accorded their rights under the Helsinki and Madrid accords.

Sincerely,
Dante B. Fascell
Chairman
DBF/jdm
XVl
COMMISSION ON
SECURITY AND COOPERATION IN EUROPE
Congress of the United States
Washington, D.C. 20515
ALFONSE M. D’AMATO Michael R. Hathaway
Chairman Staff Director
STENY H. HOYER
Co-Chairman Samuel G. Wis
Deputy Staft Director
Mary Sue Hafner
General Cunsel
237 House Office Building, Annex 2
(203) 225-1901
May 29, 1985
Paul Dragu

2227 Buena Vista Ave. #B
Walnut Creek, CA 94596
Dear Mr. Dragu:

The Commission on Security and Cooperation in Europe monitors compliance by
signatory states with the family reunification provisions of the Helsinki Final Act. Therefore, we
are concerned about the restrictions that the Romanian Government imposes on citizens who seek
to exercise their fundamental right to emigrate to countries that are willing to accept them.

However, problems associated with obtaining entry permission from receiving countries
are beyond the purview of the Final Act. The Commission has no authority to intervene on behalf
of individuals who have difficulty entering the United States. That is under the jurisdiction of the
Department of State and the U.S. Immigration and Naturalization Service.

The Commission is aware that a cutback in th special Third Country Processing (TCP)
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program has resulted in a backlog of cases involving Romanian citizens who wish to come to the
United States and is causing undue hardship. As a humanitarian gesture, we have expressed our
concern to the State Department, wich is looking into the problem to see what can be done.
In regard to your particular case, I suggest that you contact the U.S. Consulate in
Bucharest. The address is as follows:
Philip S. Covington, Consul
AMCONGEN (BUCH)
APO New York 09757
Sincerely yours,
ALFONSE M. D’AMATO

Chairman
AMD/od
XVIII
Congress of the United State
House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515
MARY ROSE OAKAR Committees:
20th District, Ohio Banking, Finance and Urban Affairs
Washington Office: Post Office and Civil Service
2436 Rayburn House Office Building Chair, Subcommittee on Compensation
Washington, DC 205 15 and Employee Benefits

(202) 225-5871
Select Committee on Aging
Chair, Task Force on Social Security and Women

District Office: Committee on House Administration
523 Federal Court Building Chair, Task Force on Libraries and Memorials
215 Superior Avenue

Cleveland, OH 44114-1281: Secretary, Democratic Caucus
(216) 522-4927 Whip at Large

June 13, 1985

Mr. and Mrs. Petru Cocirteu
P.0. Box 3192
Kent, Ohio 44240
Dear Mr. Cocirteu:
Thank you for keeping me informed about continuing religious persecution in Romania.
The courage and steadfastness of believers in Romania is inspiring. These people deserve our
support and assistance. As you may know, I have expressed my cocern to Romanian authorities
and to the U.S. Congressional Helsinki Commission. The plight of Romania believers, as well as
others in Eastern Europe who are struggling for their rights, was brought up by U. S. negotiators
at the Helsinki Human Rights Conference that was held recently in Ottawa, Canada.
I appreciate the time you take to let me know about developments in Romania. Although our
influence on Romanian officials is not as great as we would like, it is important that all of us
continue to speak out, to let officials know of our opposition to repression and to let the victims
know we support them.

Sincerely,

Mary Rose Oakar

Member of Congress

MRO:af:cm
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XIX
COMISSION ON SECURITY
AND COOPERATION IN EUROPE
Congress of the United States
Washington,D.C. 20515

ALFONSE M. D’AMATO Michael R. Hathaway

Chairman Staff Director

STENY H. HOYER 237 House Office Building, Annex 2
Co-Chairman (202) 225-1901

June 24, 1985

Wilbur C. Ellsworth, Pastor
Grace Baptist Church of Kent
5915 Rhodes Road

Kent, Ohio 44240

Dear Pastor Ellsworth:

Thank you for your letter regarding the plight of Christians in Romania.

As you know, the Commission was established by the U.S. Congress as an independent
advisory agency mandated to monitor and encourage implementation of all provisions of the
Helsinki Final Act by all signatory states, including those on religious liberty. Accordingly, both
within the context of the annual Most Favored Nation review and of the Helsinki process, the
Commission has repeatedly informed the Romanian Government of the deep concern generated in
both the U.S. Congress and among concerned citizens about the difficulties facing believers
seeking freely to profess and practice their religion in Romania.

By its adoption in September 1983 of the Madrid Concluding Document of Helsinki
signatory states, Romania further pledged to ,,take action nesessary to ensure the freedom of the
individual to profess and practice, alone or in community with others, religion or belief acting in
accordance with the dictates of his own conscience”.

The U.S. delegation to the recently concluded Ottawa Human Rights Experts Meeting of
Helsinki signatory countries, which included members of this Commission, raised the situation of
religious believers in Romania both privately and publicly. Enclosed is a copy of a recent speech
by Ambassador Richard Schifter of the U.S. delegation on this subject.

Please be assured that the Commission will continue to do all it can to ensure that
Romania's believers are accorded their rights under the Helsinki and Madrid agreements.

Sincerely,
James McDonald
Staff Member
Enclosure
XX
COMMISSION ON SECURITY
AND COOPERATION IN EUROPE
Congress of the United States
Washington, D.C. 20515
ALFONSE M. D’AMATO Michael R. Hathaway
Chairman Staff Director
STENY H. HOYER Samuel G. Wise
Co-Chairman Deputy Staff Director

Mary Sue Hafner
General Counsel
237 House Office Building, Annex 2
(202) 225-1901
September 25, 1985
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NOTIFICATION OF COMMISSION ACTION

The Commission on Security and Cooperation in Europe received notification from
American Consular officials in Bucharest that there is no (or insufficient) record at the U.S.
Embassy of the following Romania - U.S. human contacts case which is of concern to you:

Gavril TIRLESCU and family

The Commission is unable to give unqualified support to any case involving a potential immigrant
to the United States whose eligibility for entry into this country under the terms of the U.S. Immigration
and Nationality Act has not yet been favorably determined.

So that the eligibility of the prospective immigrant(s) of concern to you may be determined, the
Comission has asked U.S. Consular officials in Bucharest to invite him/them to come to the Embassy for
the required interview.

In the event that we receive officials word that the prospective immigrant(s) indeed is/are eligible
for entry into the United States, the Commission will be very pleased to give the case its full support.

XI
COMMISSION ON SECURITY
AND COOPERATION IN EUROPE
Congress of the United States
Washington, D.C. 20515

ALFONSE M. D’AMATO Michael R. Hathway
Chairman Staff Director
STENY H. HOYER Samuel G. Wise
Co-Chairman Deputy Staff Director
Mary Sue Hafner

General Counsel
237 House Office Building, Annex 2
(202) 225-1901
September 27, 1985
NOTIFICATION OF COMMISSION ACTION

The Commission on Security and Cooperation in Europe is pleased to inform you that, per
our request, Consular officials in the U.S. Embassy in Bucharest have recently reported to us on
the United States under the terms of the U.S. Immigration and Nationality Act:

Pavel DRAGU and family*

Consequently, the case has been added to the Commission’s Romania-U.S. list which is
regularly presented to the Romanian government. We will continue to present this case until it is
favorably resolved.

Be so kind as to keep the Commission informed should you learn of any new
developments in the case. So that we may render you prompt assistance, be sure to include on all
future correspondence with the Commission the full names of the prospective emigrant(s) from
Romania and your full name and address in the United States.

Please be assured that Commission will continue to take every appropriate opportunity to
fecilitate the resolution of this case.

(* Based on information we’ve received from the U.S. Consulate in Bucharest, Pavel
Dragu’s parents — Solomon and Brindusa — are not registered with the Embassy. Until we learn
from the Embassy that they are registered, the Commission cannot support their case.)

XXII
COMMISSION ON SECURITY
AND COOPERATION IN EUROPE
Congress of the United States
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Washington, DC 20515
Oct<ober> 3’
To Whom it May Concern:

Enclosed is a Notification of Commission Action concerning two cases which we have
received from your office in the past. Could you please send them on to those who are interested
in their respective cases? Thank you for your interest in this matter.

Sincerely,
James McDonald
Staff Member

XXMI
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510
June 30, 1986

Mr. And Mrs. Petru Cocirteu
6453 Waterloo Road
Atwater, Ohio 44201
Dear Mr. and Mrs. Cocirteu:

Congratulations on recently becoming an American citizen! I hope you will not hesitate to
let me know how I can assist you.

I invite you to stop in my office whenever you are in the Nation’s Capitol.

Best regards.

Sincerely,

John Glenn

United States Senator
JG/pb

XXIV
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE
Washington, D.C. 20520
February 26, 1987
Robert G. Wood, Pastor
C/o Petru Cocirteu
Community Bible Church
P.O. Box 73
Williamstown, Ohio 45897
Dear Reverend Wood:

I am writing in response to your letter to the President concerning the situation of four individuals
— Gavril Tarlescu, Pavel Dragu, Ioan Gherman, and Florian Nicolau — who have been arrested in Romania.

Our Embassy in Bucharest recently was in contact with the families of Mr. Tarlescu and Mr.
Dragu and confirmed that all four of the men currently are imprisoned at Drobeta-Turnu Severin, in
southwestern Romania, and are on trial for attempting to leave the country illegally. They were arrested on
November 25, 1986, near the Romanian-Yugoslav border.

‘We understand that the wives of the four men have been able to visit them in prison. One visit per
month is allowed. The wives have also been present at all court appearances thus far. Three of the men are
said to be in good health; Dr. Gherman reportedly is suffering from hepatitis.

The Tarlescu and Dragu families had earlier applied to the Romanian Government for permission
to emigrate and had contacted our Embassy seeking entry into the United States if they were allowed to
leave Romania. They have approved for inclusion in the Embassy’s ,,Third Country Processing” (TCP)
Refugee Program. However, no further progress can be made until they receive approval from the

° Data scrisorii a fost adiugatd mai tarziu.
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Romanian authorities for emigration. The Embassy has intervened many times with the Romanian
Government on behalf of both families, seeking to speed up this approval. We intend to monitor and work
on these cases until they are favorably resolved. I hope that we also may be able to provide some
assistance to Dr. Gherman and Dr. Nicolau. We will continue to press the Romanian Govrnment to live up
its international commitment regarding human rights and religious freedom.
Sincerely,
Martin A. Wenick
Director, Office of Eastern European and Yugoslav Affairs

Human rights and religious freedom in Romania.
An American perspective (1981-1987)
Summary

The moment that Romania entered the sphere of communist domination, human
rights and religious freedom became a contentious subject between a totalitarian
ideology and the identity of a nation who cannot be denied its spiritual past. The
Romanian communist authorities led a step by step assault on all religious confessions
practiced by Romanians, prohibiting various denominations, suspending or destroying
numerous places of worship, eliminating religion from schools and culture, opposing
ones religious practices, etc. As could be expected in these circumstances, open
confrontations ensued between the faithful and the communist authorities, reaching the
point of investigations, arrests and sentencing, even with the help of some religious
leaders.

Petru Cocirteu became known in the Baptist Community in 1978 when he signed
the founding declaration of the Romanian Christian Committee for the Defense of
Religious Freedom and Conscience. The communist authorities arrested him,
imprisoned him and subsequently forced him to leave the country. After coming to the
USA in 1981, he initiated a campaign to inform American officials of violations of
human rights and religious freedoms in Romania. His pleas were addressed to those in
high levels of government and administration. Many of the officials contacted
responded in writing, implicating themselves in trying to get the communist authorities
in Bucharest to accept concessions in regards to the intolerable totalitarian state in
Romania.

The letters received between 1981 and 1987, from then Vice President of the US
George Bush, from various senators and other members of government both American
and European are made public, offering those interested, precious insight into the
political and religious reality of a communist country. Each of the 24 letters that we are
offering those interested, have become a document whose scientific value is
uncontestable. Without such documents Romania’s communist history cannot be wholly
told. Besides the information that the aforementioned letters offer us, they propose an
American perspective on the subject at hand.

Various historians, diplomats from the USA, England, France and Romania have
written about the activity, carried out between the years 1981-1987, by Professor Petru
Cocirteu.
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