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MATCHLOCK GUNS FROM THE COLLECTION OF THE HISTORY MUSEUM 
OF SIGHIȘOARA

(Summary)

              Weapons had a very important role in human history. They were invented so that people can 
defend their lives, so that they can procure food and to wage wars. The general classification of 
weapons operates in two broad categories: cold arms used for body-to-body combat for cutting, 
crushing and striking, and firearms that use the energy of gunpowder to propel a projectile to the 
target.
            The Chinese have used gunpowder from the 11th Century, but the Chinese formula of 
gunpowder arrived in Western Europe through the Arabs only in the middle of the 13th Century. The 
transfer of technology of the production of gunpowder from Asia to Europe has triggered a slow 
revolution in waging wars in Europe.
             The present study analyzes in detail the matchlock guns from the collection of the History 
Museum of Sighișoara: one bombard, eight harquebuses, five barrels of harquebuses, one matchlock 
weapon and one musket. These matchlock guns represent a valuable chapter in the military history of 
Sighișoara Fortress. The weapons are a testimony to the inventiveness and creativity of the people of 
the first three centuries of use of firearms.

Cuvinte cheie: Sighișoara, muzeu, cetate, arme de foc cu fitil, archebuze. 
Keywords: Sighișoara, museum, fortress, matchlock guns, harquebuses.
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