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Rezumat: Articolul ia in discutie aparitia grupului cultural Ferigile in zona inalta a dealurilor Subcarpatilor sudici ai Olteniei si
Munteniei, pe fondul disolutiei fenomenului cultural Basarabi. Daca se compara arealele predilecte de raspandire ale celor doua
culturi, se constata ca acestea difera fundamental si nu se suprapun. Chiar si tipul de peisaj in care Basarabhi, respectiv Ferigile
evolueaza in sudul Romaniei sunt radical diferite, ceea ce poate implica adoptarea unor modele economice distincte si raportarea

la retele culturale diferite. Slaba reprezentare a asezarilor grupului Ferigile in arealul principal de raspandire, in contrast cu numarul
mare al cimitirelor, sugereaza comunitati relativ mobile, cu o economie intemeiata pe cresterea animalelor si mai putin pe cultivarea
pamantului. Astfel ca, deloc intdmplator, intregul nucleu al arealului de raspandire a grupului Ferigile suprapune unele dintre cele mai
importante zacaminte naturale de sare din Subcarpatii sudici.

Keywords: Ferigile group, Late Hallstatt period, salt, economy, graves.

Abstract: The paper discusses the circumstances in which Ferigile cultural group has emerged in the high area of the southern
sub-Carpathian hills of Oltenia and Muntenia, on the background of the dissolution and vanishing of Basarabi cultural phenomenon.
If we compare the predilection zones of the two cultures, it is found that these areas differ fundamentally and do not overlap. Even
the type of landscape in which Basarabi and Ferigile have evolved in southern Romania are radically different, which may imply the
adoption of special economic patterns and the referencing to different cultural networks. The poor representation of the Ferigile
group's settlements in the main spreading area, in contrast to the large number of cemeteries, seems to suggest some relatively
mobile communities having an economy based on livestock farming and less on agriculture as the cultivation of the land. So, not at all
by accident, the entire nucleus of Ferigile archaeological group’s spreading area overlaps some of the most important salt deposits in
the southern sub-Carpathians.

in paginile urmatoare, ne vom indrepta atentia asupra
unui teritoriu din sud-estul Europei, situat imediat

la sud de Carpati, intr-un peisaj geografic dominat de
dealuri tnalte si strabatut de la nord la sud de rauri,
ale cdror ape se varsd, in cele din urmd, in Dunadre. Este
vorba de un areal ce se intinde pe circa 7000 km?, unde,
n perioada tarzie a primei epoci a fierului, un grup
arheologic, denumit Ferigile dupa cea mai importantd
necropold a sa, evolueaza de-a lungul a doud secole,
grosso modo ntre mijlocul sec. VII si mijlocul sec. V

a. Chr. (Vulpe 1977; Vulpe 1990, 124-126).

For the following pages, our center of interest will be a
patch of land in southeastern Europe, placed just south of
the Carpathians, in a geographical landscape dominated by
high hills and crossed by rivers running from north to south,
to finally flow into the Danube. It's about an area of roughly
7,000 square Kilometers where, during the late period of
the Early Iron Age, an archaeological group named Ferigile
after the most important necropolis held its evolution for
two centuries, between roughly mid-7t century and mid-5%
century BC (Vulpe 1977; Vulpe 1990, 124-126).
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Fig. 1. Aria de raspandire a grupului arheologic Ferigile (nucleul situat tn nordul actualelor judete Valcea si Arges este demarcat cu linie
gri) si alte descoperiri inrudite din perioada tarzie a primei epoci a fierului, dintre Carpati si Dundre (dupa Mandescu 2016).

Fig. 1. Map showing the spreading area of the Ferigile archaeological group (the core covering the northern part of present-day Valcea and
Arges counties is marked with grey line) and the other related late period of the Early Iron Age discoveries between Carpathians and the
Danube (after Mandescu 2016).

Grupul arheologic Ferigile a fost identificat si considerat Ferigile archaeological group was detected and considered

definitoriu pentru faza tarzie a primei epoci a fierului defining for the late stage of the early Iron Age in the sub-
n zona submontand din sudul Romaniei ca urmare mountainous southern half of the Romania as a result of the
a programului de cercetare desfasurat, cu decenii archaeological program work carried out decades ago in the
Tn urmd, in necropola eponimad de Alexandru Vulpe eponymous necropolis by Alexandru Vulpe (Vulpe 1967) and,
(Vulpe 1967), si, intr-o etapa ulterioara, in cimitirele de in a later stage continuing with the exploration and study of
pe valea Topologului, explorate, studiate si publicate the cemeteries on the Topolog River valley, in collaboration
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n colaborare cu Eugenia Popescu (Vulpe, Popescu
1972; Popescu, Vulpe 1982; Popescu, Vulpe 1992).
Numeroase situri au ramas cunoscute numai prin
intermediul descoperirilor de suprafata (Petre 1970;
Petre 1971; Calotoiu 2002, 79-89, harta nr. 5). Ca
rezultat al cresterii numarului cercetdrilor arheologice
si al descoperirilor Intdmpldtoare, in prezent suntem
Tn mdsura sa punctam pe harta arealului raspandirii
grupului Ferigile (fig. 1) peste 40 de cimitire sau mici
grupuri de morminte, sau chiar morminte izolate, toate
de incineratie, ce nu se abat semnificativ de la modelul
comun al tumulilor de mici dimensiuni cu mantaua
din bolovani (Mandescu 2016, 156-159, 166-168, fig. 1).
Inventarele funerare constau in ceramicd lucrata cu
mana (ceramica la roatd este atestatda numai in mod
cu totul exceptional), piese de port si podoaba din fier,
bronz si sticld, arme din fier si piese de harnasament.

Relativa abundentd a descoperirilor este cu atat

mai surprinzdtoare cu cdt toate aceste necropole si
grupuri de morminte par sa fi aparut de nicaieri, fara
antecedente si fara ca nimic altceva sa le fi precedat
organic sau mdcar sa le fi anuntat, intr-un areal ce
fusese gol in etapa cronologica anterioard. Din punct
de vedere al ocuparii teritoriului dintre Carpati si
Dundrea de Jos, perioada mijlocie a primei epoci a
fierului, reprezentata de cultura Basarabi, si perioada
tarzie a aceleiasi epoci, reprezentatd de grupul Ferigile,
se raporteaza la areale geografice total separate, cu
particularitdti de relief, peisaj, resurse naturale si
retele de comunicatii cu totul diferite.

Studiind harta raspandirii culturii Basarabi in
perioada mijlocie a primei epoci a fierului la

with Eugenia Popescu (Vulpe, Popescu 1972; Popescu, Vulpe
1982; Popescu, Vulpe 1992). Numerous sites remained
known only through surface discoveries (Petre 1970; Petre
1971; Calotoiu 2002, 79-89, map no. 5). As a result of
increasing of the archaeological discoveries and chance
finds, today we are able to put on the map showing the
spread of Ferigile group (fig. 1) over 40 cemeteries or small
groups of graves or even isolated graves, all of cremation,
which does not deviate significantly from the pattern of
small barrows with mantle in boulders (Mandescu 2016,
156-159, 166-168, fig. 1). The funeral assemblages and
grave goods consist in hand modelled ceramic vessels (only
exceptionally wheel thrown pottery), adornments in iron,
bronze or glass, iron weapons and horse harness elements.

Their relative abundance is all the more striking especially
since these necropolis and tomb groups seem to have
appeared from nowhere, without antecedents, without
anything else preceding them organically or at least
announcing them, in an area that had been previously
empty. Between the Carpathians and the Lower Danube,
from the point of view of the occupation of the territory,
the middle Hallstatt period represented by the Basarabi
culture and the late Hallstatt period represented by

the group Ferigile relate to totally different areas, with
extremely different features of relief, landscapes, resources
and communication networks.

Looking at the map of Basarabi culture distribution in the
mid-period of the Early Iron Age north of the Lower Danube,
can be clearly seen that the sub-Carpathian area is a large
blank spot (fig. 2). The high-density of discoveries marked
by Basarabi specific pottery and who preponderantly comes
from settlements focuses on the Danube valley and also
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Fig. 2. Aria de raspandire a culturii Basarabi, in perioada mijlocie a primei epoci a fierului (dupa Vulpe 1994, fig. 38). Adaugat (cu linie
gri) arealul ce va fi ocupat in etapa tarzie a primei epoci a fierului de nucleul grupului arheologic Ferigile, reprezentat in Fig. 1.

Fig. 2. Map showing the spreading area of Basarabi culture, in the middle period of the Early Iron Age (after Vulpe 1994, fig. 38). Added
(with gray line) the area that will be occupied in the late period of the Early Iron Age by the core of Ferigile archaeological group, displayed
in Fig. 1.
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Dundrea de Jos, se poate observa cu claritate cd zona on the lower courses of its main tributaries (Vulpe 1994,
subcarpatica reprezinta o mare patd alba (fig. 2). Cea 160-161, fig. 38; Vulpe 2001, 329-330, fig. 62). Then, during
mai mare densitate a descoperirilor, definite prin the late stage of the Early Iron Age, major changes occur
intermediul ceramicii specifice Basarabi, provenind in the indwelling in this area. The Danube Plain seems that
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cu preponderentd din asezari, se concentreaza pe
vdile Dunadrii si ale afluentilor sdi principali. Apoi, in
perioada tdrzie a primei epoci a fierului, schimbari
majore se produc in ceea ce priveste locuirea in

acest areal. Cmpia Dunadrii pare ca se depopuleaza
brusc, pe mdsura ce descoperirile incep sa apard cu
predilectie si sa se concentreze In zona de dealuri
Tnalte de la poalele sudice ale Carpatilor, care pand
atunci constituise amintita patd albd (Mandescu 2016,
fig. 1). Geneza grupului Ferigile se infiripd pe fundalul
disolutiei si disparitiei fenomenului cultural Basarabi,
dar intr-o zonad lipsita de orice urma de ocupatie
intensa (nici mdcar de locuire modesta) pe durata
perioadei Basarabi.

Dar cand anume si cu cata certitudine ar putea fi
plasat in timp momentul inceputurilor grupului
Ferigile? Elementele cronologice cele mai importante
au fost furnizate de necropola eponima. insa, in
absenta explordrii si publicdrii integrale a celorlalte
cimitire, nu avem certitudinea cd in necropola de la
Ferigile este reprezentat neapdrat si cel mai timpuriu
facies al grupului. In urma analizei mormintelor

cu inventar bogat si cu o expresivitate cronologica
ridicatd, pe care le-a cercetat arheologic la Ferigile,
Alexandru Vulpe considera ca inmormantarile vor fi
Tnceput acolo in jurul sau putin tnainte de anul 650
a. Chr. (Vulpe 1990, 126). Alte opinii, intemeiate fie pe
piesele de metal expresive cronologic (precum fibulele
sau piesele de harnasament), fie, cu precadere, pe
caracteristicile ceramicii, care in ipostazele timpurii
ilustreazd puternice afinitati cu ceramica Basarabi,
plaseaza nceputurile cimitirului de la Ferigile de-o
parte si de alta a mijlocului sec. VII a. Chr. : in prima

suddenly depopulates, while the discoveries concentrate on
the high hills area at the southern foot of the Carpathians,
within the former blank spot (Mandescu 2016, fig. 1). The
emergence of Ferigile occurs on the background of the
dissolution and vanishing of Basarabi cultural phenomenon
but in an area with any trace of intense occupation (and not
even a modest one) during the Basarabi period.

But when does Ferigile really starts and how reliable this
date may be? The main chronological data is provided by
the eponymous necropolis, of which, in the absence of the
full publication of the other cemeteries, we do not have the
certainty that it unequivocally contains elements belonging
to the earliest horizon of the group. Judging by the rich,
expressive chronological graves, the author of the so of
the publication, Alexandru Vulpe, considered that the burials
at Ferigile began around or shortly before 650 BC (Vulpe
1990, 126). Other opinions, based either on chronologically
expressive metallic pieces such as fibulae or horse harness
parts, or especially on the characteristics of ceramics, which
in early phases illustrate the strong affinities of Basarabi,
place the beginning of the necropolis from Ferigile on both
sides of the middle of the 7™ century BC: in the first half or
in the middle of the 7% c. BC (Lang 1980, 232), respectively
after 650 BC (Teleaga, Sarbu 2016, 25). Anyway, already
the 7t c. BC is the witness of the sudden emergence of

the cultural group Ferigile, in a formerly blank area, where
there was nothing before during the Early Iron Age. This
area corresponds to the southern sub-Carpathian hills of
eastern Oltenia and western Muntenia, in the southern half
of nowadays Romania.

It could be argued this shift of the habitation’s poles during
the end of the Basarabi period by the withdrawal of the
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jumatate sau la mijlocul sec. VII a. Chr. (Lang 1980,
232), respectiv dupa anul 650 a. Chr. (Teleaga, Sarbu
2016, 25). Oricum ar fi, deja in sec. VII a. Chr. grupul
arheologic Ferigile isi facea simtita prezenta, pe
neasteptate, in ceea ce pana in preziua primelor sale
manifestdri culturale nu fusese decat o mare pata
alba. Aceastd zona geografica tn care monumentele
arheologice ale primei epoci a fierului tncep abia cu
grupul Ferigile, corespunde dealurilor Olteniei estice si
Munteniei vestice, parti ale Subcarpatilor sudici.

Aceasta schimbare a polilor de habitat, inregistrata
candva la finele perioadei Basarabi, s-ar putea explica
prin retragerea populatiei de la cdmpie, tot mai expusa
raidurilor din ce in ce mai frecvente ale nomazilor
estici cdlari, Tn teritoriile mai addpostite dinspre

nord, in zone mai inalte si mai greu de pdtruns (Vulpe
1970 163-164, 176-177, 202-203, 209-210). Cum
calaretii razboinici nomazi isi faceau simtitd tot mai
insistent prezenta in Cdmpia Dunadrii, o locuire expusa
traseelor predilecte ale acestora ar fi devenit din ce In
ce mai dificild. De-acum fnainte, pentru comunitatile
Basarabi, valea Dunadrii nu mai reprezenta calea
comunicatiilor si a contactelor interculturale, ci
coridorul care aducea mari pericole si amenintdri. Ca o
contrapondere la aceastad teorie ,migrationistd”, a fost
formulata opinia conform cdreia la finele perioadei
mijlocii a primei epoci a fierului au fost tnregistrate o
serie de schimbari lente, dar constante, ale climei, care
a devenit una mult mai caldd si mai uscata. Aceasta
ncdlzire generald ar fi facut imposibild continuarea
vietii in cdmpie si a dus la pardsirea formelor de
habitat de aici (vezi discutia la Vulpe 2012, in special
p. 49-54).

lowland population exposed to more and more frequent
raids of eastern nomadic horsemen in sheltered territory
from the north, in a higher and hard to reach area (Vulpe
1970 163-164, 176-177,202-203, 209-210). A safely living
in the Danube Plain has become increasingly difficult as the
nomad warrior riders made their presence insistently felt.
From now on, for the Basarabi people, the Danube Valley
was no longer the path of communication and intercultural
contact, but the corridor that brought great dangers and
threats. As a counterweight to this “migrationist” theory, it
was expressed the opinion that a slow but steady change
of the climate at the end of mid-Hallstatt period toward

a warmer and drier conditions have made life in the plain
impossible and led to the abandonment of the habitat from
the lowlands (see the debate at Vulpe 2012, especially 49-
54).

Either of the two scenarios would prove plausible, it
remains as a matter of fact that the predilect areas of
expression of the two cultures, the vanishing Basarabi and
the emerging Ferigile, and even their specific landscapes
differ fundamentally and do not overlap, which may imply
the adoption of some new economic patterns, distinct
from those previously experienced, and the referencing to
different cultural networks.

Almost all of the information we have about Ferigile group
comes from funerary feature discoveries. The group’s
settlements, fortresses and other forms of habitat are
unknown, with the exception of a few situations of weak,
unfortified, little representative traces of habitations (Vulpe
1970, 130, 190; Petre 1970, 476-478, fig. 6; Petre 1971,
557-559; Vulpe 1985, 21-22; Calotoiu 2002, 90; Matei
2009, 106, fig. 5; Mandescu 2013, 248, fig. 2). The poor
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Oricare din cele doud scenarii si-ar dovedi
plauzibilitatea, ramane de domeniul evidentei faptul
ca arealele predilecte de exprimare ale celor doua
culturi, Basarabi, pe cale de disolutie, si nou-aparuta
Ferigile, si chiar mediile lor geografice specifice
difera fundamental si nu se ntrepdtrund, ceea ce
poate implica adoptarea unor modele economice
noi, distincte de cele experimentate anterior, dar si
racordarea la retele culturale diferite.

Aproape ntreaga informatie de care dispunem in
privinta grupului Ferigile provine din descoperiri
funerare. Asezdrile grupului, fortificatii sau alte forme
de habitat raman necunoscute, cu exceptia unor

rare situatii In care au fost semnalate cateva firave,
nefortificate si putin reprezentative urme de locuire
(Vulpe 1970, 130, 190; Petre 1970, 476-478, fig. 6;
Petre 1971, 557-559; Vulpe 1985, 21-22; Calotoiu
2002, 90; Matei 20009, 106, fig. 5; Mandescu 2013, 248,
fig. 2). Reprezentarea slabd a asezarilor in peisajul
arheologic definitoriu pentru arealul de raspandire a
grupului, tn evident contrast cu numarul insemnat al
cimitirelor, pare a sugera comunitati relativ mobile,
avand o economie bazata pe cresterea animalelor.
Aceasta presupusd mobilitate a comunitdtilor Ferigile
nu se va fi desfasurat, oricum, pe spatii largi, avand in
vedere cd mormintele grupului sunt atestate numai
Tntr-o zond bine definitd din arealul Subcarpatilor.

Dincolo de a fi fost doar un privilegiu al elitelor
rdzboinice, calul poate fi si un bun indicator al
conceptului de mobilitate. Prin intermediul prezentei
sale, marcate mai ales simbolic, indirect (piese de
harnasament depuse n morminte) si mult mai rar

representation of some reliable settlements in the main
spreading area, apparently in contrast to the signigicant
number of cemeteries, seems to suggest some relatively
mobile communities having an economy based on livestock
farming. This supposed mobility of the Ferigile people did
not, however, take place on large spaces, since the group
graves are only attested in the well-defined sub-Carpathian
area.

Beyond being just a privilege of the warrior elite, the horse
can be a good indicator of this idea of mobility. Through
its presence, marked mainly symbolically, indirectly (horse-
harness parts deposed in the graves) and much less
physically, directly (the cremated bones of the animal), the
horse remains for the time being the only indicator of this
type that can be detected in the group’s cemeteries. In
the eponymous necropolis, parts of the harness are found
in 17 graves, that is, in almost a third of the graves with
weapons (Vulpe, Zahariade 1987, 59; Vulpe 2020, 261). At
the level of the whole group, the number of graves with
horse harness parts does not seem to exceed 30-35, in
addition to the older discoveries such as those from the
eponymous necropolis (the most numerous, in fact), or
those from Tigveni, Curtea de Arges, Cepari and Rudeni
cemeteries, adding some newer and mostly inedited, from
Valea Stanii (Mandescu 2021). Here we must mention
some cases of burnt horse bones found in graves in the
necropolises of Tigveni (Popescu, Vulpe 1982, 92, 95, 101,
113-114) and Valea Stanii (unpublished).

The manner in which Ferigile group related to the territory
it occupied looks more like a return to lifestile of the
Bronze Age mobile pastoral communities with an economy
based on livestock rearing and transhumance, perhaps
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fizic, direct (oasele incinerate ale animalului), calul
ramane, deocamdatd, singurul indicator de acest tip,
care poate fi decelat in cadrul cimitirelor grupului.

In necropola eponim, elemente de harnasament au
fost descoperite in 17 morminte, ceea ce reprezinta
aproape o treime din mormintele cu arme de la
Ferigile (Vulpe, Zahariade 1987, 59; Vulpe 2020, 261).
La nivelul tntregului grup, numdrul mormintelor

cu elemente de harnasament pare sd nu treacd de
30-35, la descoperirile mai vechi, cum sunt cele din
necropola eponima (cele mai numeroase, de fapt),

sau acelea din cimitirele de la Tigveni, Curtea de
Arges, Cepari si Rudeni, addugandu-se unele noi si

Tn mare parte inedite de la Valea Stanii (Mandescu
2021). Tot aici trebuie mentionate rarele cazuri in care
oase incinerate de cal au fost gasite in morminte din
necropolele de la Tigveni (Popescu, Vulpe 1982, 92, 95,
101, 113-114) si Valea Stanii (inedit).

Maniera n care grupul Ferigile se raporteaza la
teritoriul pe care il ocupd seamdnd mai curand cu

o tntoarcere la un mod de viata ce fusese propriu
comunitdtilor pastorale mobile ale epocii bronzului,
cu o economie bazata pe cresterea animalelor si

pe transhumantd, tot acum producandu-se, foarte
posibil, chiar o revigorare a traseelor de transhumanta
intens utilizate Tn epocile anterioare. Astfel s-ar putea
explica faptul cd, probabil deloc accidental, multe

din cimitirele grupului Ferigile suprapun situri din
epoca bronzului, fie asezdri deschise din mileniul

Il a. Chr., fie, cel mai adesea, grupuri de tumuli din
epoca bronzului. Chiar si necropola eponima de la
Ferigile reflectd acest fenomen (fig. 3), Intinzandu-se
peste 0 zond ocupatd deja din epoca bronzului de un

simultaneously occurring even a revival of the transhumance
trails much used in the previous epochs. So, probably not
accidentally, many of Ferigile group’s cemeteries overlap
sites of the Bronze Age, either open settlements from the
2" millennium BC, but mostly groups of Bronze Age tumuli.
Even the eponymous necropolis at Ferigile reflects this
phenomenon (fig. 3), stretching over an area once occupied
by a row of much more imposing Bronze Age tumuli graves
(Vulpe 1967, pl. 42). Beyond a funeral behavior that certainly
requires reference to a cult of “ancestors”, as the Ferigile
communities imagined them through the evidence of

such kind of funeral construction a millennium older, the
occupation of the same favorite burial (but also habitat)
areas can be explained by valuing the same subsistence
patterns and by using the same mobility routes.

Regarding the supposed aspect of Ferigile’s economy,
mainly based on animal husbandry rather than plant
cultivation, we can reconstitute some data only partially
from the few graves provided with food offerings. In the
eponymous necropolis, exhaustively documented, only 11
graves (6%) contain food offerings, mostly birds, also being
attested the sheep and the cattle (Nicolaescu-Plopsor,
Wolski 1975, 31-43, 99-101). Other sheep-goats and
cattle exemplars and even a swine, besides the usual birds,
are added by the necropolises form Tigveni and Cepari
(Nicolaescu-Plopsor, Wolski 1975, 44-48; Popescu, Vulpe
1982, 79,91, 95, 99-100, 114).

Starting from this observation, we can move forward and
assign to the Ferigile group’s communities a new vision,
different from what had been customary in the immediately
preceding times, of valuing the natural resources. And,

in this context, it is notorious that one of the main sub-
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Fig. 3. Zona de inmormantadri de la Ferigile. Planul necropolei din prima epoca a fierului si tumulii din epoca bronzului (evidentiati cu rosu)
(dupa Vulpe 1967).
Fig. 3. The burial area at Ferigile. Plan of the necropolis from the Early Iron Age and the tumuli from the Bronze Age (highlighted in red) (after Vulpe

1967).

sir de morminte tumulare mult mai impundtoare
(Vulpe 1967, pl. 42). Dincolo de un comportament
funerar care reclamad cu siguranta raportarea la un
cult al ,stramosilor”, asa cum comunitdtile Ferigile
si-i imaginau pe acestia prin evidenta unor amenajari
funerare cu un mileniu mai vechi, ocuparea acelorasi
zone predilecte de Tnmormantare, dar si de habitat,
poate fi explicatd prin valorizarea acelorasi modele
de subzistenta si prin folosirea acelorasi trasee de
mobilitate.

Carpathian riches, along with the fertile pastures required
for the flocks and a plentiful hydrographic network that
provides wide circulation routes (or, more specifically,
transhumance paths), has always been the salt. The salt
natural resources in Romania (fig. 4), located in the sub-
mountain regions of the south and east of the Carpathians,
as well as in Transylvania, make up some of the largest
deposits in Europe (Simionescu 1937, 411, map no. 5).
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in privinta prezumtivei tendinte predominante a
economiei grupului Ferigile, anume aceea de a fi

fost bazata, in principal, pe cresterea animalelor

mai degraba decdt pe cultivarea plantelor,

putem reconstitui numai partial unele date prin
intermediul ofrandelor alimentare, descoperite in
cateva morminte. In necropola eponimd, exhaustiv
documentatd, numai 11 morminte (6%) contineau
ofrande alimentare, in cea mai mare parte pasari,
fiind de asemenea atestate oaia si vita (Nicolaescu-
Plopsor, Wolski 1975, 31-43, 99-101). La acestea se
adauga alte exemplare de ovi-caprine si bovine, chiar
si o suind, aldturi de obisnuitele pasari, descoperite in
unele morminte din necropolele de la Tigveni si Cepari
(Nicolaescu-Plopsor, Wolski 1975, 44-48; Popescu,
Vulpe 1982, 79, 91, 95, 99-100, 114).

Pornind de la aceste observatii, putem sa mergem mai
departe si sa atribuim comunitdtilor grupului Ferigile o
viziune noud, diferita de ceea ce se obisnuise in perioada
imediat anterioard, asupra valorizarii a resurselor
naturale. Iar, in acest context, este bine cunoscut ca
una dintre cele mai importante bogatii naturale ale
Subcarpatilor, aldturi de pasunile fertile necesare
turmelor si de bogata retea hidrografica ce asigura largi
trasee de circulatie (sau, mai specific, de transhumanta),
a fost dintotdeauna sarea. Resursele naturale de sare
din Romania (fig. 4), localizate in regiunile submontane
de la sud si de la est de Carpati, ca si in Transilvania,
formeaza unele dintre cele mai mari depozite saline din
Europa (Simionescu 1937, 411, harta nr. 5).

Cea mai mare densitate a necropolelor (incluzand si
situl eponim) si cele mai spectaculoase si consistente

The highest density of the necropolises and the most
spectacular and consistent Ferigile type discoveries,
including the eponymous site, overlap this area with rich salt
deposits west of the Olt River, in the northeastern corner

of Oltenia. The absence of such natural salt deposits east
of Olt River could suggest in the eastern half of the core of
the main discoveries of the Ferigile type a discrepant and
incoherent picture compared to the situation in the western
half. But here, in the northwestern extremity of Muntenia, in
the north of the nowadays Arges County the salt resources
are in no way non-existent but appear in the form of saline
springs. Also, the many place names that recall the richness
of salt in the place (i. e. Apa Saratd, Slanic, Slatioarele,
Sldmnesti, Slatina, Sdldtrucu, Putina) overlap largely the
eastern area of archaeological findings belonging to Ferigile
group’s core. From the cartographic point of view, it seems
rather a certain demarcation tried by the Ferigile people
through setting in the field of the burial places and even
some kind of closure of the access to the northern salt
areas bordered by the mountains (fig. 5).

Unfortunately, the more we do not know the representative
settlements, we do not know any installations or traces

of extracting or processing salt in this region that can be
directly linked to the Ferigile group. However, some clues
exist and are provided by large habitat centers that until
the Middle Ages held the power and the prestige in the sub-
Carpathian salt resources area.

Of these centers, the most important is the settlement of
Ocnele Mari-“Cosota’, strategically placed on a height in
the immediate vicinity of the salt deposits exploited also
today. Ocnele Mari (which means precisely this, The Great
Mines) is located in the Ferigile group’s favorite area, but
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Fig. 4. ,Raspandirea sdrii, a lacurilor sdrate si a saraturilor in Romania’, harta intocmita de Ludovic Mrazec in perioada interbelicd si
publicata in Simionescu 1937, 411, harta nr. 5. Evidentiata cu rosu - ,Regiunea colinelor Munteniei occidentale si ale Olteniei” (nr. 4 in
legenda hartii), zona bogata in resurse de sare, peste care se suprapune la finalul primei epoci a fierului nucleul grupului Ferigile.

Fig. 4. “The spread of salt, salt lakes and salty soils in Romania”, map prepared by Ludovic Mrazec in the interwar period and published in
Simionescu 1937, 411, map no. 5. Highlighted in red - “The region of the hills of western Muntenia and Oltenia” (no. 4 in the map legend),
an area rich in salt resources, over which the core of the Ferigile group overlaps during the late period of the Early Iron Age.
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descoperiri de tip Ferigile suprapun aceasta zona
bogata in depozite de sare de la vest de raul Olt, in
coltul nord-estic al Olteniei. Absenta unor astfel de
depozite naturale de sare la est de Olt ar putea sugera,
Tn jumdtatea rdsdriteand a nucleului principalelor
descoperiri de tip Ferigile, un tablou discrepant si
lipsit de coeziune, raportat la situatia din jumatatea
vestica. Tnsi aici, in extremitatea nord-vestici a
Munteniei, in zona nordicd a actualului judet Arges,
resursele de sare nu sunt deloc inexistente, ci apar
sub forma izvoarelor sarate. De asemenea, o0 multime
de toponime care amintesc bogdtia in sare a acestor
locuri (de exemplu: Apa Saratd, Sldnic, Slatioarele,
Slamnesti, Slatina, Salatrucu, Putina) suprapun

Tn mare mdsura zona descoperirilor arheologice
apartinand acestui areal estic al nucleului grupului
Ferigile. Din perspectiva cartograficd, ar parea cd
aceste comunitdti Ferigile, prin asezarea in teren a
cimitirelor au tncercat mai degraba sa demarce si,
poate, sa sugereze cumva inchiderea accesului catre
zonele saline din nord, marginite de munti (fig. 5).

Din nefericire, cu cat vom continua sa ramanem

fara raspunsuri la intrebdrile legate de asezdrile
reprezentative, cu atat mai mult vom fi lipsiti de
informatii despre eventuale instalatii sau urme legate
de extractia si procesarea sarii In aceasta regiune,
care sd poata fi legate direct de grupul Ferigile. Totusi,
unele indicii existd si sunt furnizate de marile centre
de habitat care, panad tarziu in evul mediu, au detinut
puterea si prestigiul in zona subcarpatica cu bogate
resurse de sare.

Descoperiri Ferigile / Ferigile discoveries: 1 - Barasti; 2 - Cepari Pamanteni; 3 -
Cepari Ungureni; 4 - Cepari Ungureni-,Toplita”; 5 - Campulung-str. Negru Voda, nr. 76;
6 - Campulung-Manastirea ,Negru Voda”; 7 - Curtea de Arges; 8 - Micesti; 9 - Momaia;
10 - Mozacu; 11 - Mozéaceni; 12 - Rudeni; 13 - Stoenesti; 14 - Teiu; 15 - Tigveni-,Babe”; 16 -
Tigveni-,Pietroasa”; 17 - Titesti; 18 - Valea Stanii; 19 - Valcelele. Toponime / place names:
1 -Apa Sérata; 2 - Slanic; 3 - Slatioarele; 4 - Slamnesti; 5 - Slatina; 6 - Salatrucu; 7 - Putina.

Fig. 5. Detaliu asupra jumadtatii estice a nucleului grupului Ferigile
(demarcat cu linie punctata albd), in judetul Arges. Descoperiri
apartinand grupului Ferigile (patrat rosu) si toponime legate de izvoare /
ape sdrate (romb alb)

Fig. 5. Detailed view on the eastern half of the Ferigile group core (marked
with white dotted line) in Arges county. Discoveries belonging to the Ferigile
group (red square), and place names related to salty springs or salt waters
(white diamond).
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Dintre aceste centre se detaseazd ca importanta
asezarea de la Ocnele Mari ,Cosota’, strategic plasata
pe o tndltime Tn imediata vecindtate a depozitelor de
sare, a cdror exploatare continud chiar si in prezent.
Situl de la Ocnele Mari (un toponim care face trimitere
directd la extractia sdrii) este localizat n arealul
specific al grupului Ferigile, dar maxima sa dezvoltare
este atinsd in cea de-a doua epoci a fierului. In
aceasta perioadd, incepand cu ultimii ani ai sec. II

a. Chr. sipana la cucerirea Daciei de catre romani,

la tnceputul sec. II p. Chr,, in acest loc a functionat

un foarte prosper centru dacic de putere si prestigiu,
ce a mentinut o relationare intensa si constantd cu
lumea romand, legdturi reflectate indeosebi de lunga
serie de importuri descoperite aici. Fiind una dintre
cele mai prospere asezdri ale Daciei preromane, rostul
acestui centru de la Ocnele Mari a fost, fara indoiald,
acela de a controla exploatarea si distribuirea sdrii din
zacamintele din apropiere. Aceastd pozitie dominanta
nu a ramas necunoscutd membrilor grupului Ferigile,
cu jumatate de mileniu mai devreme. Unele materiale
arheologice, descoperite in timpul sapaturilor

din asezarea dacica (Berciu 1981, pl. 3/11; 36/17;
37/9; 38/2a-b), trebuie sa fie atribuite cu siguranta
grupului Ferigile si perioadei tarzii a primei epoci a
fierului (Popescu, Vulpe 1982, 107, n. 38). In aceste
circumstante, chiar dacd la Ocnele Mari nu avem

un nivel de locuire din prima epoca a fierului clar si
distinct (si dacd a existat unul, e de banuit ca a fost
sters prin diverse niveldri si amenajari executate

de daci in a doua epoca a fierului), sunt suficiente
argumente oferite de inventarul arheologic, care sa
sustind o prezentd nu tocmai pasagerd a grupului
Ferigile Tn aceste locuri.

the heyday of this site is linked to the late Iron Age. In

this period, starting with the last years of the 2" century
BC and lasting until the Roman conquest of Dacia at the
beginning of the 2™ century AD, there was on this place

a very prosperous Dacian center of power and prestige
maintaining intense and constant ties to the Roman world,
attested especially by the long series of importations
discovered here. Being one of the most prosperous
settlements in pre-Roman Dacia, the purpose of this center
at Ocnele Mari was undoubtedly to control the exploitation
and distribution of the salt from nearby. This dominant
position has not remained unknown to the communities

of the Ferigile group, half a millenium earlier. Several
archaeological materials discovered during excavations

at the Dacian settlement must be definitely attributed to
the Ferigile group and to the late period of the Early Iron
Age (Berciu 1981, pl. 3/11; 36/17; 37/9; 38/2a-b; Popescu,
Vulpe 1982, 107, n. 38). In these circumstances, even if we
do not have a clear and distinct Early Iron Age habitation
layer at Ocnele Mari (and if there was one, perhaps it was
leveled and erased by the Dacians in the Late Iron Age),
there are sufficient arguments offered by the archaeological
inventory to support a presence not so fleeting of the
Ferigile group there.

So, it seems that not at all by accident the most expressive
monuments of Ferigile group (the necropolises) overlap
some of the most important salt deposits in the southern
sub-Carpathians. In absentia of the habitat structures, the
necropolis from Ferigile (containing some graves that can
be attributed to the elites - Mandescu 2020) reflects the
mirrored image of a true node of power in the area.
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Astfel, pare ca deloc Tntdmplator cele mai expresive
monumente arheologice ale grupului Ferigile (cimitirele)
suprapun unele dintre cele mai importante depozite de
sare din Subcarpati. In absenta structurilor de habitat,
necropola de la Ferigile (contindnd unele morminte ce
pot fi atribuite elitelor - Mandescu 2020) oglindeste
imaginea unui adevarat nod de putere in acest areal.

Influentele culturale si importurile ajung aici din zone
Tndepdrtate si diverse - din spatiul iliric vest-balcanic,
din teritoriile sud-balcanice tracice si egeene, din
spatiul transilvan, dominat de grupul Ciumbrud, si
din tinuturile scitice nord-pontice -, reflectand astfel
o comunitate deloc izolatd, inchisa sau refractara,

ci dimpotriva, o societate deschisd spre contacte si
comunicare pe distante lungi (Mandescu 2017), poate
cdutatd de ceilalti tocmai pentru bogdtia sa in resurse
naturale, cum este sarea.

[zolarea geograficd a acestui grup este numai aparenta.
Nu existau obstacole majore care sd se opuna
conexiunilor cu sudul si estul, Dunarea si afluentii sai
jucand mai degraba rolul unor culoare de comunicare
foarte permisive. Nici in comunicarea spre nord, cdtre
grupul Ciumbrud si mai departe, spre nord-vest, cdtre
grupul Alfold, Carpatii nu au constituit un impediment
major, de vreme ce cele mai importante trecatori
montane din Carpatii Meridionali (Turnu Rosu, pe raul
Olt, precum si coridorul Rucar-Bran) erau amandoua

n zona controlatd direct de grupul Ferigile. Marea
provocare a cercetarilor viitoare ramane identificarea si
explorarea unor asezdri reprezentative ale acestui grup,
care ar completa n mod fericit tabloul reconstituit
deocamdata numai pe baza descoperirilor funerare.

The cultural influences and importations arrive here from
remote and diverse areas - from the lllyrian West-Balkan
space, from the Thracian and Aegean South-Balkan
lands, from the Transylvanian territory dominated by

the Ciumbrud group and from the North-Pontic Scythian
space -, thus reflecting not at all a secluded, closed and
refractory community, but a society open to contact

and communication at long distances (Mandescu 2017),
perhaps searched by the others just for its richness in
natural resources such as the salt.

The geographic isolation of this group is a misleading
feature. There were no major obstacles to connect with the
south and the east, the Danube and its tributaries acting
rather as permissive ways of communication. Neither

to the north, to the Ciumbrud group and further to the
northwest, to the Alféld group, the Carpathians were not

a major impediment, since the most important mountain
passes of the Southern Carpathians (Turnu Rosu, on the
Olt River, and Rucar-Bran corridor) were both of them in
the area controlled directly by the Ferigile group. The great
stake of the future researches remains the identification and
exploration of some representative settlements of this group,
which would happily complete the picture offered meantime
only by the necropolises.
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