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Cuvinte-cheie: Dunarea de Jos, Ostrov, Piatra Frecatei, perioada tarzie a epocii bronzului, prima epoca a fierului, cultura Noua,
cultura Babadag.

Rezumat: Situl de la Ostrov—Piatra Frecatei (jud. Tulcea) este cunoscut, mai ales, datorita cetatii Beroe si necropolelor romane,
romano-bizantine (sec. lI-VIl) si medievale timpurii (sec. X-XIl), cercetate si publicate de Aurelian Petre in anii ‘50-'70. Mult mai

putin cunoscute sunt vestigiile preistorice (cultura Hamangia, perioada timpurie a epocii bronzului, cultura Noua, cultura Babadag,
perioada tarzie a primei epoci a fierului, a doua epoca a fierului), mentionate doar sumar in literatura. Articolul nostru are ca scop
analiza analiza unor materiale descoperite atatin zona necropolelor, cat si a cetatii. Acestea pot fi atribuite culturilor Noua si
Babadag si provin atat din cercetarile mai vechi (1958-1976), cat si din sapaturile mai recente (1997-2002), ele ridicand problema unei
posibile contemporaneitati dintre cele doua manifestari culturale, cel putin, pe linia Dunarii.

Keywords: Lower Danube, Ostrov, Piatra Frecatei, Late Bronze Age, Early Iron Age, Noua culture, Babadag culture.

Abstract: The Ostrov—Piatra Frecatei site (Tulcea county) is known mainly because of the Beroe fortress and the Roman, Roman-
Byzantine (2"-7" century) and early medieval (10""-12"" century) necropolises researched and published by Aurelian Petre in the
'60s-'70s. The prehistoric remains (Hamangia culture, Early or Middle Bronze Age, Noua culture, Babadag culture, Late Hallstatt
Period, Second Iron Age) are less known and mentioned only briefly in the specialized literature. Our paper aims to analyze the
materials discovered both in the area of the necropolises and the fortress, which can be ascribed to the Noua and Babadag
cultures and resulted both from older surveys (1958-1976) and more recent excavations (1997-2002), raising the issue of possible
contemporaneity between the two cultural manifestations, at least along the Danube.

Introducere Introduction

Nu de fiecare data cercetarea arheologica este The archaeological research rarely has a balanced approach
echidistanta fata de valorificarea stiintifica a to the scientific exploitation of the finds. In many cases,
vestigiilor. In multe cazuri sunt preferate anumite there are clear preferences towards specific chronological
epoci, categorii de structuri, tipuri de artefacte etc. frameworks, categories of structures, or types of artefacts.
Existd situatii, din pdcate destul de frecvente, in Thus, there are instances, unfortunately quite frequently, in
care anumite descoperiri sunt pur si simplu ignorate which such finds are simply ignored, and then completely

si ulterior complet uitate. Unele dintre acestea au forgotten. Still, some of them have the chance of a second
parte Tnsd de o a doua descoperire, de aceasta datd in discovery... this time, in the storage rooms.

depozit.
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in depozitul Muzeului de Istorie si Arheologie din
Tulcea se pdstreaza materialele arheologice provenite
de pe urma cercetarilor efectuate in situl cunoscut

n literaturd sub numele de Piatra Frecdtei. in fapt,
denumirea provine de la toponimul Piatra, sub

care erau cunoscute ruinele cetdtii antice Beroe, si
localitatea Frecatei, situatd tn Insula Mare a Brdilei.
Situl propriu-zis se afld tnsa in judetul Tulcea, pe
teritoriul comunei Ostrov, la 2,5 km S-SV de localitate,
pe malul Dunadrii (bratul Mdacin sau Bdroi).

Desi Tn centrul atentiei a fost initial Cetatea Beroe,
cunoscuta inca din sec. XIX (Moisil 1911; Polonic 1935;
Comsa 1959), cercetdrile arheologice s-au concentrat
mai ales pe necropolele din apropiere. Astfel, intre
1958-1976, pe cateva platouri de loess de pe malul
Dundrii au fost cercetate 1139 morminte datate in
sec. [I-VII si X-XII p. Chr. (Petre 1962; Petre 1987;
Miritoiu 2011). Sapdturile din cetate au fost mult

mai restranse, acestea desfasurandu-se in campaniile
1970-1973 (Vilceanu, Barnea 1975) si 1998-2002
(Barnea et al. 2000; Barnea et al. 2001; Barnea et al.
2002; Barnea et al. 2003; Paraschiv-Talmatchi, Stanica
2007).

Cu diverse ocazii si doar sporadic sunt mentionate si o
serie de descoperiri preistorice, atribuite neoliticului,
epocii bronzului si epocii fierului, care, din pacate, au
ramas in mare parte necunoscute (Hansel 1976; Simion
1976, 144; Berciu 1965, 65-66).

The collections of the Museum of History and Archaeology
Tulcea preserve archaeological material found during

the excavations conducted on the site known in the
archaeological literature under the name of Piatra Frecdtei.
The name is based on the toponym Piatra, which was used
for the ruins of ancient Beroe, and the village Frecatei, on
the island called Insula Mare a Brailei. Despite this, the

site is in fact on the territory of the present day county of
Tulcea, at a distance of 2.5 km SSW from Ostrov village, on
the shore of the Danube river (Macin or Baroi creek).

Although the spotlight was initially placed on the city

of Beroe, already known during the 19* century (Moisil
1911; Polonic 1935; Comsa 1959), the archaeological
research focused mainly on the nearby necropolises. Thus,
between 1958 and 1976, 1139 graves dated to the 2" - 7t
centuries and 10" - 12 centuries AD were uncovered on
several loess plateaus on the Danube shore (Petre 1962;
Petre 1987; Miritoiu 2011). The excavations conducted
inside the ancient city were comparatively reduced, with
archaeological campaigns between 1970 and 1973
(Vilceanu, Barnea 1975) and between 1998 and 2002
(Barnea et al. 2000; Barnea et al. 2007; Barnea et al. 2002;
Barnea et al. 2003; Paraschiv-Talmatchi, Stanicd 2007).

In several occasions, sporadically, a series of prehistoric
finds, belonging to the Neolithic, Bronze Age and Iron Age,
were mentioned, but unfortunately, these were mainly left
aside (Hansel 1976; Simion 1976, 144; Berciu 1965, 65-66).
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Fig. 1. Planul cercetarilor arheologice de la Ostrov-Piatra
Frecdtei (Petre 1987).

Fig. 1. The plan of the archaeological excavations from Ostrov—
Piatra Frecdtei (Petre 1987).

JPiatra Frecatei”. Despre vestigiile de la sfarsitul
mileniului Il - inceputul mileniului | a. Chr.

Descoperirea la Piatra Frecdtei a unor vestigii atribuite
culturii Babadag este mentionatd de Sebastian Morintz
Tnca din 1964, citand o informatie oferita de Aurelian
Petre (Morintz 1964, 108, n. 9). Mai multe date despre
aceste descoperiri sunt publicate de Dumitru Berciu,

“Piatra Frecatei”. The finds dated to the end of the 2™
millennium - the beginning of the 15 millennium BC

The fact that archaeological materials belonging to

the Babadag culture were found at Piatra Frecdtei is
mentioned by Sebastian Morintz as early as 1964, citing
an information offered by Aurelian Petre (Morintz 1964,
108, n. 9). More information on these finds is published

by Dumitru Berciu, who considered that “the shards
belonging to vessels with two handles arching higher than
the rim and decoration consisting of incised lines” are
similar to the cups found in the graves from Ramnicelu,
Braila county, belonging to the Noua culture (Berciu

1965, 67-68). More than ten years later, Bernhard Hansel
was mentioning the existence in this area of a Babadag
habitation “unpublished so far”, illustrating several pottery
shards decorated with incised and stamped motifs (Hansel
1976, 124, Taf. 46/7-17).

In an attempt of enriching the present knowledge about
the prehistoric settlements from Ostrov-Piatra Frecdtei,
the collections of the Museum of History and Archaeology
Tulcea were searched in order to determine if there are
still old finds unpublished. There were identified grave
goods from the excavated tombs and a large number of
finds (especially pottery) belonging to various chronological
frameworks, but mainly dated to the 4% - 6% centuries AD,
but also a number of pottery shards characteristic both

for the Noua-Coslogeni cultural horizon, and the Babadag
ceramic style. Until now, only a part of the shards published
by Bernhard Hansel could be identified, situation indicating
that the batch is still incomplete.
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Fig. 2. Ostrov-Piatra Frecdtei. Vedere aeriand asupra siturilor.
Fig. 2. Ostrov-Piatra Frecdtei. Aerial view of the archaeological sites.

care considera ca ,fragmentele de vase cu doud toarte Recent archaeological research, conducted starting with
suprainaltate si cu decoratie constand din linii incizate” 1999 inside the city, brought to light a series of pits
sunt asemandtoare cu cestile din mormintele de la containing pottery characteristic for the end of the 2™
Ramniceluy, jud. Brdila, atribuite culturii Noua (Berciu millennium and the beginning of the 1< millennium BC,
1965, 67-68). Dupa un rdstimp de peste zece ani, documented by loan Vasiliu on the western limit of the
Bernhard Hansel mentiona existenta aici a unei locuiri “Piatra” promontory. These finds help in completing the
cu ceramicd Babadag ,nepublicatd anterior” si ilustreaza image of the prehistoric inhabitation of this area.

cateva fragmente ceramice decorate cu motive incizate
si imprimate (Hansel 1976, 124, Taf. 46/7-17).
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Fig. 3. Ostrov-Piatra Frecdtei. Vedere aeriand asupra siturilor.
Fig. 3. Ostrov-Piatra Frecdtei. Aerial view of the archaeological sites.

Din dorinta noastrd de a valorifica cat mai multe
informatii despre locuirile preistorice de la Ostrov-
Piatra Frecdtei, am verificat colectiile aflate Tn
Muzeul de Istorie si Arheologie din Tulcea. Aici sunt
pdstrate atat obiectele descoperite iTn morminte,

cat si o cantitate Insemnata de materiale (mai

ales ceramicd) din diverse epoci istorice, in special

Contexts

Unfortunately, there is very little information regarding
the habitation structures. The available data indicate that
the excavation was split into five sectors, named from A
to E, each of them corresponding to a promontory. The
trenchs were of standard dimensions, 2x16 m, with baulks
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Fig. 4. Ostrov-Piatra Frecdtei. Vedere aeriand asupra siturilor.
Fig. 4. Ostrov-Piatra Frecdtei. Aerial view of the archaeological sites.

din sec. IV-VI p. Chr. Pe langd acestea, am putut
identifica si o serie de fragmente ceramice ce pot

fi considerate specifice atdt orizontului Noua-
Coslogeni, cat si stilului Babadag. Aici am regdsit
doar o parte din fragmentele publicate de Bernhard
Hénsel, fapt ce indica posibilitatea ca lotul sa fie
incomplet.

1 m wide (fig. 1-2). The excavations covered a surface of
approximately 7000 square meters, reaching depths of 2.0-
3.5 m (Petre 1962, 566; Petre 1987, 7).

The only details concerning the finds excavated during the
research conducted by Aurelian Petre are to be found on
the packages containing the items. Unfortunately, none of
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Pe langad acestea, odatd cu reluarea cercetarilor in
cetate, in anul 1999 au fost descoperite o serie de gropi
care contineau ceramicd specifica pentru sfarsitul
mileniului I - inceputul mileniului I a. Chr. Acestea au
fost documentate de Ioan Vasiliu pe marginea vesticd a
promontoriului ,Piatra”.

Contexte

Din pacate, avem foarte putine elemente despre
eventualele structuri de locuire. Din datele publicate
reiese cd sapdtura a fost Tmpartitd in cinci sectoare,
notate de la A la E, fiecare corespunzand unui
promontoriu. Sectiunile au avut dimensiuni standard,
de 2x16 m, fiind despartite de martori cu grosimea de
1 m (fig. 1-2). Sapaturile au cuprins o suprafatd de cca
7000 mp, ajungand pand la adancimi de 2,00-3,50 m
(Petre 1962, 566; Petre 1987, 7).

Singurele informatii privitoare la lotul de materiale
provenit din cercetdrile coordonate de Aurelian

Petre provin de pe marcajul pastrat pe ambalaj. Din
pdcate, In niciuna din publicatii nu gdsim mentiuni
referitoare la sistemul de numerotare a sectiunilor,
fiind imposibil sa cartam fragmentele ceramice. Totusi,
pe baza datelor pdstrate, putem presupune cd cea mai
mare parte a lotului provine din Sectorul C (pl. 1-6), in
vreme ce o altd parte a materialului a fost descoperit
n campaniile 1998-1999, atdt in contexte secundare,
de epocd romana (pl. 6/18-23; 8/18-23), cdt si in gropi
preistorice (pl. 7; 8/1-15).

the publications offer mentions regarding the numbering
of the sections, thus, being impossible to place the finds

on the plan. Still, based on the available information, it can
be presumed that the majority of the finds are connected
to Sector C (pl. 1-6), while another part of the items was
found during the 1998-1999 campaigns, both in secondary
contexts, dated to the Roman period (pl. 6/18-23; 8/18-23),
and in prehistoric pits (pl. 7; 8/1-15).

Although in the case of the pottery found in Sector C there
are a series of shared markings for a part of the shards

(pl. 1-6), there is no certainty that they belonged to the
same structures. Most probably, the majority of the pottery
comes from secondary contexts, being displaced during the
construction of the Roman graves.

Archaeological finds

In comparison to the seven ceramic shards published by
Bernhard Hansel, the authors managed to record 176 items,
most of them ceramic shards (174), to which there can be
added a polisher (pl. 4/5) and a spindle-whorl (pl. 4/25).
From the beginning, it was noticed that the most part of
the pottery can be considered as typical for the Babadag
culture, although there are also several vessels made in the
style of the Noua-Coslogeni pottery, while other fragments
are impossible to be attributed to one or the other of these
cultures.
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Desi pentru ceramica descoperita in Sectorul C
existd o serie de marcaje comune pentru o serie

de fragmente ceramice (pl. 1-6), nu putem fi siguri
ca acestea provin din aceleasi structuri. Cel mai
probabil, putem presupune ca cea mai mare parte
a ceramicii provine din contexte secundare, fiind
deranjate odatd cu amenajarea mormintelor antice.

Materialul arheologic

Fatd de cele sapte fragmente ceramice publicate de
Bernhard Hansel, am reusit sa tnregistram 176 de
piese, cele mai multe fiind fragmente ceramice (174),
la care se adauga un frecator (pl. 4/5) si o fusaiola

(pl. 4/25). Inca de la inceput am observat ci cea mai
mare parte a ceramicii poate fi considerata specifica
pentru cultura Babadag, dar exista si o serie de vase
realizate in manierd Noua-Coslogeni, in vreme ce alte
fragmente sunt foarte greu de atribuit uneia din cele
doua civilizatii.

Ceramica specifica pentru culturile Sabatinovka-
Noua-Coslogeni

Poate cele mai reprezentative recipiente pentru

aceste culturi sunt ,vasele de bucatarie” cu deschidere
restrictionatd si forma dependenta sau independenta
(si, mai rar, cu deschidere nerestrictionata - pl. 2/2),
modelate din pastd cu aditivi non-plastici cu granulatie
destul de mare. Acestea au In partea superioara un
brau fara alveole, cu profil triunghiular (pl. 2/5; 3/6;
4/7; 5/26; 6/20, 22; 7/4, 11-12, 14; 8/1, 15) sau doud
astfel de benzi dispuse paralel (pl. 7/1). Un alt fragment

The pottery characteristic for the Sabatinovka-
Noua-Coslogeni cultures

Maybe the most representative containers for these
cultures are the “kitchenware” with restricted opening and
dependent or independent shape (rarely with unrestricted
opening - pl. 2/2), made of clay with non-plastic additives
and large granulation. These present in the upper part a
relief band without oval impressions, triangular in profile
(pl. 2/5; 3/6; 4/7; 5/26; 6/20, 22; 7/4,11-12, 14; 8/1, 15)
or two parallel bands (pl. 7/1). Another fragment indicates
the presence of a container, probably with independent
shape, with curved contour and a series of oval impressions
on its shoulder (pl. 5/12). Such containers, of various
sizes, are abundant in all the habitations belonging to the
Sabatinovka-Noua-Coslogeni cultures (Florescu, Florescu
1990, fig. 22/1-4, 6-8; Florescu 1991, fig. 10/2, 4, 7; 11/3-
9; 12/5-8; Andritoiu 1992, fig. 52, 55, 57; Bolohan 2016,
pl. 9/1-5; 10-12; 14; 26 etc.).

Although less frequent, to the same cultural horizon
belong a series of vessels with restricted opening and
independent shape (pl. 7/8) or dependent shape (pl. 1/15;
3/18). These have a flat aspect and large mouth, similar
to bowls, and one of the items have two small handles

in the upper area (pl. 1/15). Such containers are neither
specific to the Babadag culture, nor frequently published
for sites belonging to the Sabatinovka-Noua-Coslogeni
cultures (Dascalu 2007, pl. 52/364.3-6; Bolohan 2016,
pl. 22/Q).

19
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Fig. 5. Ostrov-Piatra Frecatei. Recipiente specifice culturilor Sabatinovka-Noua-Coslogeni.
Fig. 5. Ostrov-Piatra Frecdtei. Containers specific for the Sabatinovka-Noua-Coslogeni cultures.

indica un recipient probabil de forma independenta,
cu contur curbat, care avea un sir de alveole pe umar
(pl. 5/12). Aceste recipiente, de dimensiuni diferite,
sunt prezente din abundenta in toate locuirile
orizontului Sabatinovka-Noua-Coslogeni (Florescu,
Florescu 1990, fig. 22/1-4, 6-8; Florescu 1991, fig. 10/2,
4,7;11/3-9; 12/5-8; Andritoiu 1992, fig. 52, 55, 57;
Bolohan 2016, pl. 9/1-5; 10-12; 14; 26 s.a.).

Desi sunt mai putin frecvente, tot aceluiasi orizont

1i putem atribui si o serie de vase cu deschidere
restrictionata si formd independenta (pl. 7/8) sau
dependenta (pl. 1/15; 3/18). Acestea au un aspect plat si

The pottery characteristic for the Babadag culture

For the analysis of the ceramic shards attributed to the
Babadag culture, there will be used the existing typology
for shapes and decoration decoration bands (Ailincai 2011).

Types of containers

Categories A and B - bi-truncated vessels and mugs. A

large number of ceramic shards (63) can be attributed to
these categories, characterised by the independent shape
(curved contour, composed or complex) or dependent shape
(with composed contour), good quality clay and polished
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deschiderea largd, asemandtoare unor castroane, iar unul
din exemplare prezintd doud toarte de mici dimensiuni
n zona superioara (pl. 1/15). Astfel de recipiente nu

sunt specifice oldriei Babadag si nu sunt nici frecvent
publicate din situri Sabatinovka-Noua-Coslogeni
(Dascalu 2007, pl. 52/364.3-6; Bolohan 2016, pl. 22/C).

Ceramica specifica pentru cultura Babadag

In analiza lotului de fragmente ceramice, atribuit
culturii Babadag, vom urma schema tipologica
existentd pentru forme si benzi de decor (Ailincdi 2011).

Tipuri de recipiente

Categoriile A si B - vase bitronconice si cdani. Nu mai
putin de 63 de fragmente pot fi atribuite acestor
categorii, caracterizate prin forma independenta
(contur curbat, compus sau complex) sau dependenta
(cu contur compus), pasta de buna calitate si suprafata
lustruita (Ailincai 2011, 77-108). O buna parte din
fragmente provin din partea superioara (pl. 1/3, 20;
3/1;4/2,13, 22, 29; 5/22, 30, 32; 6/ 21; 7/5, 7-9, 13, 15;
8/2, 8-11, 20-22), indicand vase de dimensiuni diferite
(fig. 4/1-8). Alte fragmente provin din zona mediana

a unor astfel de vase si pastreaza benzi de decor si/
sau proeminente (pl. 1/1, 4-6, 18-19; 3/8, 10, 11, 17,
19; 4/11, 20-21, 23, 28; 5/1-4, 6, 9-10, 13, 14, 18, 19,
25, 28-29, 31, 33; 6/10; 8/4, 7-8), in vreme ce trei
fragmente de torti de mari dimensiuni pot proveni de
la cani (pl. 1/9; 3/4; 6/19).

Este aproape imposibil sd identificam un tip anume,
din cauza starii fragmentare a lotului. Sigur, avem

surface (Ailincai 2011, 77-108). A large part of the shards
belong to the upper part of the vessels (pl. 1/3, 20; 3/7;
4/2,13,22,29; 5/22, 30, 32;6/21; 7/5, 7-9, 13, 15; 8/2,
8-11, 20-22), indicating the presence of vessels of various
dimensions (fig. 4/1-8). Other fragments belong to the
median part of such vessels, still preserving decorative
friezes and/or prominences (pl. 1/1, 4-6, 18-19; 3/8, 10,
11,17,19;4/11, 20-21, 23, 28; 5/1-4, 6,9-10, 13, 14, 18,
19, 25, 28-29, 31, 33; 6/10; 8/4, 7-8). Three fragments of
large-sized handles indicate the probability that mugs were
also in use (pl. 1/9; 3/4; 6/19).

It is almost impossible to determine a specific type due to
the high degree of fragmentation of the items. It is certain
that there are containers of various sizes and proportions.
A shard of larger dimensions could belong to the median
part of a vessel of type A -11.2 or A -I1.3 (pl. 3/8 - Ailincai
2011, 82-84). Two other containers had a large mouth and
probably a globular body (pl. 5/30; 8/8).

An important part of the shards were decorated with
stamped and/or incised motifs, placed as bands of type |
(pl. 1/6; 5/9; 6/10; 8/8), I.A.2 (pl. 1/6; 5/9), ILA.4 (pl. 1/1;
3/8,19; 5/14, 25, 28), or VI (pl. 1/18; 3/10-11; 5/3, 19, 29)
(Ailincdi 2011, 145 sqq.) (Table 1). Several fragments still
preserve prominences of type | (pl. 1/1; 3/8; 6/17) and Il
(pl. 5/33; 8/7) (Ailincdi 2011, 74-75), as well as applied
bands of type I1.1 (pl. 1/18) (Ailincdi 2011, 76).

Category C - cups (fig. 4/9-13). This category is represented
by several body fragments (pl. 1/2, 7, 21; 3/2, 7; 4/1, 14,
15,27;5/4-5,8,15,17, 21; 6/1-5, 7-9, 15-16, 18; 8/2-3,
13-14,16-17) or handles (pl. 1/8, 22; 4/3,10, 16-17, 24).
Again, the high degree of fragmentation represents an

21
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de-a face cu recipiente de dimensiuni si proportii
diferite. Un fragment de dimensiuni mai mari poate
proveni din partea mediand a unui vas din tipul A -I1.2
sau A -IL.3 (pl. 3/8 — Ailincdi 2011, 82-84). Alte doua
recipiente aveau deschiderea larga si un corp, probabil,
globular (pl. 5/30; 8/8).

O buna parte dintre acestea erau decorate cu motive
imprimate si/sau incizate, dispuse sub forma unor benzi
de tip I (pl. 1/6; 5/9; 6/10; 8/8), IL.A.2 (pl. 1/6; 5/9), IL.A.4
(pl. 1/1; 3/8, 19; 5/14, 25, 28) sau VI (pl. 1/18; 3/10-11;
5/3, 19, 29) (Ailincdi 2011, 145 si urm.) (tabel 1). Cateva
fragmente pastreazd proeminente de tip I (pl. 1/1; 3/8;
6/17) si III (pl. 5/33; 8/7) (Ailincai 2011, 74-75), precum
si benzi aplicate de tip II.1 (pl. 1/18) (Ailincdi 2011, 76).

Categoria C - Cesti (fig. 4/9-13). Sunt reprezentate prin
mai multe fragmente din corp (pl. 1/2, 7, 21; 3/2, 7;
4/1, 14, 15, 27; 5/4-5, 8, 15, 17, 21; 6/1-5, 7-9, 15-16,
18; 8/2-3,13-14, 16-17) sau toarte (pl. 1/8, 22; 4/3, 10,
16-17, 24). Din cauza starii fragmentare, este foarte
greu sd identificdm anumite tipuri (Ailincai 2011,
108-127), totusi un exemplar cu profil intreg poate fi
atribuit tipului C-IV.1-1 (pl. 6/8 - Ailincai 2011, 116),
Tn vreme ce altele au proportiile caracteristice tipurilor
C,-IV2-1 (pl. 6/3 - Ailincdi 2011, 118-119) si C-1V.4-2
(pl. 6/1 - Ailincai 2011, 124). Un alt fragment (pl. 4/27)
indica o forma cu deschiderea nerestrictionatd,
asemadndtoare cu cestile din subcategoria C,-IV
(Ailincdi 2011, 126-127).

O buna parte din fragmentele atribuite acestei
categorii sunt decorate cu puncte, motive imprimate,
incizate sau canelate, dispuse in benzi de tip I (pl. 8/3,

impediment in determining types (Ailincdi 2011, 108-127).
Still, an item preserving its entire profile can be attributed
to type C,-IV.1-1 (pl. 6/8 - Ailincdi 2011, 116), while others
show proportions characteristic for types C-IV.2-1 (pl. 6/3 -
Ailincdi 2011, 118-119) si C,-Iv4-2 (pl. 6/1 - Ailincai 2011,
124). Another fragment (pl. 4/27) indicates the existence

of a shape with unrestricted opening, similar to the cups
belonging to subcategory C,-IV (Ailincai 2011, 126-127).

Many of these shards are decorated with dots, or stamped,
incised or channelled motifs disposed as bands. These
bands can be included in types | (pl. 8/3, 12), [LA.1 (pl. 5/15),
[LA2 (pl. 4/15), IL.A.4 (pl. 4/1; 6/4), I1.B.1 (pl. 1/2, 7; 4/14;
5/4;5/8,17,21;6/2-3,7,18),11.B.2 (pl. 6/6), lIl.A (pl. 1/16),
V (pl. 6/5), and VI (pl. 6/1). Several items display type |
prominences placed on the maximum diameter of the
vessel (pl. 5/15; 6/3, 8).

Category E - bowls (fig. 4/14-17) are represented by shards
belonging to 30 vessels of different sizes. Most of them
have the restricted opening characteristic for type E,
(Ailincai 2011, 129-131) (pl. 1/10-13, 23-24; 3/3,12, 14-15,
17;4/9,12, 26, 30; 5/7, 20, 24; 6/11-12, 23; 7/3; 8/5, 19,
24). The rest of them have unrestricted opening and can be
included in type E, (pl. 3/5, 9, 16; 8/6, 23). Only five items
have the rim decorated with oblique channels (band of type
LA - pl. 3/14,17; 6/12, 23; 8/5). One fragment preserves
a prominence of type |, perforated vertically (pl. 3/3).

Category F - kitchen vessels (fig. 4/18-22). This category of
pottery preserves the same characteristics during a long
time span, both morphologically, and technologically. The
existing shards indicate that they belonged to vessels with
restricted opening and dependent shape (subcategory
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Fig. 6. Ostrov-Piatra Frecdtei. Recipiente specifice culturii Babadag.
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Fig. 6. Ostrov-Piatra Frecdtei. Containers characteristic for the Babadag culture.

12), IL.A1 (pl. 5/15), IL.A.2 (pl. 4/15), I1.A.4 (pl. 4/1; 6/4),
ILB.1 (pl. 1/2, 7; 4/14; 5/4; 5/8, 17, 21; 6/2-3, 7, 18),
ILB.2 (pl. 6/6), IIL.A (pl. 1/16), V (pl. 6/5) si VI (pl. 6/1).
Cateva exemplare au proeminente de tip I, dispuse pe
diametrul maxim (pl. 5/15; 6/3, 8).

Categoria E - Strdchinile (fig. 4/14-17) - sunt
reprezentate prin fragmente de la 30 de exemplare de
dimensiuni diferite. Cele mai multe dintre acestea au
deschiderea restrictionatd, specificd Tipului E, (Ailincai

F,-pl.1/17;2/1, 6, 8; 5/16; 6/13) or independent shape
(subcategory F, - pl. 1/14; 2/4,7; 4/6, 8,19; 5/11, 23, 27,
7/2; 8/18). A specific element of these vessels is the band
with oval impressions applied usually on the upper part

of the container (pl. 2/1, 3-4, 6-8; 3/13; 4/8, 18-19; 5/16,
23; 6/13), sometimes in combination with prominences of
type Il (pl. 2/7).
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cgteg“ie ! Tehnici / Technique 1 ILA1 | 1LA2 | 1LA4 | 1LBa | 11B2 | 11A v VI ?
ategory

incizie / incision 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 5

imprimare / stamping 0 0 2 6 0 0 0 0 4 12

A puncte / dots 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

caneluri / channels 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

incizie / incision 1 0 0 0 9 0 1 0 1 3

imprimare / stamping 0 0 1 2 2 1 0 1 0 0

‘ puncte / dots 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

caneluri / channels 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

incizie / incision 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

imprimare / stamping 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

£ puncte / dots 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

caneluri / channels 0 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

TOTAL 4 6 3 8 11 1 1 1 7 20

Tabelul 1. Ostrov-Piatra Frecdtei. Tipuri de decor aplicat pe ceramica Babadag.
Table 1. Ostrov-Piatra Frecdtei. Types of decoration applied on Babadag pottery.

2011, 129-131) (pl. 1/10-13, 23-24; 3/3, 12, 14-15,17;
4/9, 12, 26, 30; 5/7, 20, 24; 6/11-12, 23; 7/3; 8/5, 19,
24), In vreme ce restul au deschidere nerestrictionata
si pot fi Incadrate in tipul E, (pl. 3/5, 9, 16; 8/6, 23).
Dintre acestea, doar cinci exemplare au marginea
decorata cu caneluri oblice (banda de tip Tip ILA.1 -
pl. 3/14, 17; 6/12, 23; 8/5). Un fragment pastreazd o
proeminenta de tip I, perforatd pe verticald (pl. 3/3).

Category G - sieves. This category is represented by a

single vessel fragment, indicating a shape with restricted
opening, and probably independent contour (pl. 7/10). This
kind of sieve was not attested so far in other Babadag sites
(Ailincai 2011, 139).
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Categoria F - vase de bucdtdrie (fig. 4/18-22). Aceasta
categorie de ceramicad pastreaza aceleasi caracteristici
vreme indelungatd, atat din punct de vedere
morfologic, cat si din punct de vedere tehnologic. Din
fragmentele pdstrate reiese ca acestea faceau parte
din recipiente cu deschiderea restrictionatd, de forma
dependentd (subcategoria F, - pl. 1/17; 2/1, 6, 8; 5/16;
6/13) sau independenta (subcategoria F, - pl. 1/14; 2/4,
7, 4/6, 8,19; 5/11, 23, 27; 7/2; 8/18). Elemente specifice
acestor vase sunt benzile de lut cu alveole aplicate de
obicei n zona superioara (pl. 2/1, 3-4, 6-8; 3/13; 4/8,
18-19; 5/16, 23; 6/13), combinate in unele cazuri cu
proeminente de tip II (pl. 2/1).

Categoria G - Strecurdtori. Aceastd categorie este
reprezentatd doar printr-un fragment care sugereaza o
forma cu deschiderea restrictionata, probabil cu contur
independent (pl. 7/10). Aceastd formad de strecurdtoare
nu este Incd documentatad in siturile culturii Babadag
(Ailincdi 2011, 139).

Stilul decorativ

Stilul decorativ al ceramicii Sabatinovka-Noua-
Coslogeni a fost putin discutat pana in prezent. De fapt,
asa cum dovedesc cercetdrile din siturile acestor culturi,
se pare ca frecventa aplicdrii decorului pe recipiente
este destul de redusa (Morintz 1978), iar o parte dintre
motivele realizate prin incizie pe cesti se pastreaza si
n mediile culturale ulterioare. In schimb, olarii culturii
Babadag preferau ornamentarea recipientelor intr-

un procent destul de ridicat (Ailincai 2011). Motivele
identificate pe ceramica de la Ostrov pot fi considerate
drept comune pentru acest stil (tabelul 1, fig. 5).
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Fig. 7. Ostrov-Piatra Frecdtei. Benzi de decor identificate pe
ceramica culturii Babadag.

Fig. 7. Ostrov-Piatra Frecdtei. Decoration bands present on the
Babadag pottery.

Decoration

The decoration style of the Sabatinovka-Noua-Coslogeni
pottery was scarcely discussed until present. In fact, as the
archaeological research in these sites indicate, the use of
decoration has a low frequency (Morintz 1978), with a part
of the motifs incised on cups surviving in the subsequent
cultural milieus. In contrast, the potters of the Babadag
culture preferred to decorate their products (Ailincai 2011).
The motifs indentified on the pottery from Ostrov can be
considered as characteristic for this style (Table 1, fig. 5).
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La fel ca si n alte cazuri, putem observa cd vasele

din categoriile A si B au fost decorate cu benzi in

care s-au folosit si motive realizate prin imprimare,
printre ele predominand cele de tip I.A.4. In cazul
cestilor (categoria C) au fost preferate benzile de tip
I[1.B.1, executate, mai ales, prin motive incizate (tabelul
1, fig. 5). Aceasta asociere dintre categoriile de vase

si tipurile de decor a fost observata in majoritatea
siturilor culturii Babadag (Ailincdi 2011; Ailincai
2016).

Discutii

Descoperirile descrise in randurile de mai sus ridica
o serie de intrebari. Asa cum am afirmat deja, o parte
din ceramica descoperita are trasaturi caracteristice
pentru orizontul Noua-Coslogeni (fig. 4), tn vreme

ce cele mai multe fragmente pot fi atribuite

olariei Babadag (fig. 5). Cum cea mai mare parte a
materialului analizat provine din contexte secundare,
este foarte dificil sd interpretam aceasta situatie.

Cultura Noua a fost considerata sincronad cu fazele
finale ale culturilor Monteoru, Wietenberg si Komarow,
dar si cu grupurile Zimnicea-Plovdiv, Tei IV-V, sfarsitul
fiind marcat de aparitia culturii Gadva-Holihrady
(Hansel 1976, 67 si urm; Hochstetter 1981; Sava 1994;
Sava 2002; Laszlé 1994; Palincas 1996; Popa, Boroftka
1996 etc.). Datdrile *C cunoscute pand acum indica
un interval cronologic cuprins, in linii mari, Intre sec.
XVI si, probabil, sec. XII a. Chr. (Laszlé 1993; Palincas
1996; Dietrich 2014) sau chiar si ulterior, asa cum
sugereaza unele datdri de la Odaia-Miciurin (Sava,

As in the case of other sites, it can be noticed that the
vessels belonging to categories A and B were decorated
with bands in which stamped motifs were also used,
dominating those belonging to type Il.A.4. In the case of
the cups (category C), there is a preference for decorative
bands of type I1.B.1, consisting mainly of incised motifs
(Table 1, fig. 5). This association between categories of
vessels and types of decoration was noticed in the majority
of the Babadag settlements (Ailincai 2017; Ailincai 2016).

Discussion

The finds discussed above bring with them a series

of questions. As already stated, a part of the pottery
presents features characteristic for the Noua-Coslogeni
horizon (fig. 4), while the majority of the fragments can
be attributed to the Babadag pottery (fig. 5). If we take
into consideration the fact that most finds come from
secondary contexts, it is very difficult to interpret this
situation.

The Noua culture was considered synchronous with the the
final phases of Monteoru, Wietenberg C-D and Komarow
cultures, but also with the cultural groups Zimnicea-Plovdiv,
Tei IV-V, its end being marked by the beginning of the Gava-
Holihrady culture (Hansel 1976, 67 sqq.; Hochstetter 1981;
Sava 1994; Sava 2002; Laszl6 1994; Palincas 1996; Popa,
Boroffka 1996 etc.). The ™C data known so far indicate a
chronological framework from the 16% century to probably
12% century BC (LaszI6 1993; Palincas 1996; Dietrich 2014),
or even later, as seems to be indicated by several data from
Odaia-Miciurin (Sava, Kaiser 2011, 378 sqq.). The same
dating can be taken into consideration in the case of the
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Kaiser 2011, 378 si urm.). Aceeasi datare poate fi
presupusa si pentru siturile Coslogeni. Datele *C de la
Cernavoda indicd un interval cuprins intre sec. XV-XII
a. Chr. (Copousty n gp. 2019), In vreme ce unele datdri
de la Durankulak ridicd problema existentei acestei
culturi si in sec. XI a. Chr. (Gorsdorf, BojandZiev 1996,
150-151; Bosimyxunes 1992; BojandZziev 1995, 177 si
urm). Aceastd prelungire a cronologiei culturii Noua
si n sec. XI a. Chr. este sustinuta si de datarea tarzie
a mormintelor 32 si 41 de la Cdmpina (Frinculeasa
2014). In acelasi timp, cercetarile din ultima perioada
au tnceput sd aduca argumente asupra originii sudice
a ceramicii decorate prin imprimare (deci si cultura
Babadag), aceasta fiind folosita la Dundrea de Jos, cel
mai probabil, in intervalul sec. X-IX a. Chr. (Ailincai
2013a; Ailincai et al. 2019; Ailincai 2020).

O posibila locuire de la inceputul culturii Noua?

in aceste conditii, putem presupune cd ceramica pe
care noi o consideram specifica pentru cultura Noua
ar putea fi anterioara celei de tip Babadag. Pentru

o datare timpurie a ceramicii Noua-Coslogeni de la
Ostrov pledeaza si descoperirea aici a unui mormant
doar mentionat de Dumitru Berciy, in care s-au gasit
»trei inele de bucla de un tip mai evoluat, avand

un capat latit in formd de frunza si celdlalt subtiat,
precum si un inel de placa de bronz ingusta si cu
capetele petrecute unul peste altul” (Berciu 1965, 65-
66, n. 12). Desi cele patru obiecte nu au fost ilustrate
pana n prezent, cel ce avea ,un capat latit in forma de
frunza” era incadrat in tipul C dupa Eugenia Zaharia
(Zaharia 1959, 114 si urm.). Inelele de acest tip apar
Tn contexte Monteoru tarzii, precum necropolele de

Coslogeni sites. The *C data from Cernavoda indicate an
interval between 15 - 12 centuries BC (CopousiHy u ap.
2019), while data from Durankulak raise the question of
the existence of this culture also during the 11t century
BC (Gorsdorf, BojandZiev 1996, 150-151; boagskwnes 1992;
BojandZiev 1995, 177 sqq.). This prolongement of the
chronology of the Noua culture also during the 11t century
BC is sustained by the late dating of the graves 32 and

41 from Campina (Frinculeasa 2014). In the same time,
the recent research began to bring arguments in favour of
the southern origin of the stamped pottery (thus, also the
Babadag culture), which was used at the Lower Danube
most probably during the 10% - 9" centuries BC (Ailincai
2013; Ailincdi et al. 2019; Ailincai 2020).

A possible early Noua habitation?

In these circumstances, it can be supposed that the pottery
considered as characteristic for the Noua culture is earlier
than the Babadag type pottery. In favour of an early dating
of the Noua-Coslogeni pottery from Ostrov comes the
discovery of a grave mentioned only by Dumitru Berciu. The
grave goods consisted of “three hair-rings of an evolved
type, with an end flattened in the shape of a leaf and the
other end thinned, as well as a hair-ring made of narrow
bronze sheet with superimposed ends” (Berciu 1965, 65-66,
n. 12). Although these three objects were not illustrated,
the one with leaf-shaped end was included in type C after
Eugenia Zaharia (Zaharia 1959, 114 sqq.). The rings of this
type are present in late Monteoru contexts, as for example
in the necropolises from Sarata Monteoru (Zaharia 1959),
Pietroasa Micd (Oancea 1981, 156 sqq.), the necropolis
from Zimnicea (Alexandrescu 1977), and a series of

hoards from Transylvania dated to the end of the Middle
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la Sarata Monteoru (Zaharia 1959), Pietroasa Mica
(Oancea 1981, 156 si urm.), dar si in necropolele de

la Sdrata Monteoru (Zaharia 1959), Pietroasa Mica
(Oancea 1981, 156 si urm.) si Zimnicea (Alexandrescu
1974) si intr-o serie de depozite din spatiul
intracarpatic ce pot fi datate la sfarsitul perioadei
mijlocii a epocii bronzului (Petrescu-Dimbovita

1978, fig. 9/11; 10/3) sau chiar la tTnceputul bronzului
tarziu, perioadd in care apareau primele situri Noua.
Ceramica specifica culturii Noua-Coslogeni de la
Ostrov este totusi destul de putin variatd din punct
de vedere tipologic, lipsind unele tipuri de vase
precum cestile, pentru a confirma sau infirma aceasta
datare timpurie.

Posibilitatea pastrarii unor traditii in olaritul de
la sfarsitul epocii bronzului

O altd posibilitate ar fi existenta unei locuiri, nu atat
de timpurii, dar anterioare formarii culturii Badadag,
precum si o posibild coexistentd a celor doua stiluri,
asa cum dovedesc si materialele provenite din gropile
2, 3 si 4, cercetate ITn campania 1999 (pl. 7; 8/1-15),
unde vase considerate specifice orizontului Noua-
Coslogeni (pl. 7/1, 12, 11, 14; 8/1, 15) apar in asociere
cu ceramicd neagra, lustruitd, uneori decoratd cu
motive specifice culturii Babadag (pl. 7/3, 5, 7, 8-9,
13, 15; 8/2-14). De fapt, desi Sebastian Morintz a
sustinut ca nu se intrevad asemadnari cu fondul
cultural din epoca bronzului, respectiv culturile Noua
sau Coslogeni (Morintz 1964, 111; Morintz 1971, 19),
existd o serie de mentiuni despre asocieri similare si in
alte situri.

Bronze Age (Petrescu-Dimbovita 1978, fig. 9/11; 10/3) or
even the beginning of the Late Bronze Age, a time when
the first Noua sites made their appearance. The pottery
characteristic to the Noua-Coslogeni culture from Ostrov
presents a too reduced typological variety, missing types
of vessels, such as cups, essential for the confirmation or
rejection of this early dating.

The possibility of the preservation of pottery
traditions from the end of the Bronze Age

Another possibility can be the existence of a habitation
not as early, but still before the creation of the Babadag
culture, or even the coexistence of the two styles, as
suggested by the archaeological material found in pits 2, 3
and 4, excavated during the 1999 campaign (pl. 7; 8/1-15).
In these contexts, several vessels considered characteristic
for the Noua-Coslogeni horizon are present in association
with black, polished pottery, sometimes decorated with
motifs characteristic to the Babadag culture (pl. 7/3, 5, 7,
8-9, 13, 15; 8/2-14). In fact, although Sebastian Morintz
considered that there are no similarities with the Bronze
Age traditions, either Noua or Coslogeni cultures (Morintz
1964, 117; Morintz 1971, 19), there are mentions regarding
similar associations in other sites.

One of these situations could be noticed in the settlement
from Garvan-Mldgjitul Florilor. Gabriel Juganaru, who
conducted the archaeological research, mentioned “at

the base of the settlement, a layer with incised pottery,
characteristic to the Babadag | phase, mixed with Coslogeni
type pottery, but also with Babadag Il pottery” (Juganaru
1997, 103). The Coslogeni type pottery, as indicated also
by the illustration, the upper part of large vessels, black



Forgotten finds. On some prehistoric discoveries at Ostrov—Piatra Frecatei (ancient Beroe), Tulcea county

Un astfel de caz este cel al asezarii de la Garvan-
Mldjitul Florilor. Autorul cercetdrilor de aici, Gabriel
Jugdnaru, mentiona ,la baza asezdrii, un strat cu
ceramica incizatd, tipicd fazei Babadag I, in amestec
cu ceramicd de facturd Coslogeni, dar si cu ceramica
Babadag II” (Juganaru 1997, 103). Prin ceramica

de factura Coslogeni se intelegea, asa cum reiese si
din ilustratie, partea superioard a unor vase mari,
negre sau maronii-cenusii, cu suprafata lustruita,
decorate sub buza cu brauri simple ce au sectiunea
triunghiulara (Juganaru 1997, 105), incadrate de noi
in subcategoria A, (Ailincdi 2011). In urma prelucrarii
exhaustive a materialului provenit din acest sit, am
identificat fragmente de la 19 recipiente de acest tip,
care au fost descoperite n toate nivelurile asezarii.

Aceeasi situatie este Intdlnitd si in cazul asezdrii de

la Silistea-Conac, unde s-au descoperit ,numeroase
materiale (Babadag), printre care si fragmente de vase-
sac de traditie Noua-Coslogeni” (Sirbu, Pandrea 1994,
32), sau la Silistea-Popind, unde vasele considerate
Coslogeni apdreau asociate cu ceramicd imprimatd a
culturii Babadag (Hartuche, Silvestru 1992, 17).

La Satu Nou-Valea lui Voicu, ceramica de tip Coslogeni
este mentionatd in ambele niveluri, cu o densitate mai
mare in cel inferior. Aici sunt ilustrate cunoscutele
vase-sac cu brau fard alveole, dar si cateva fragmente
de cesti (Irimia, Conovici 1993, fig. 11/1, 7; 12/ 1-4,
8-9; 13/1,3-5, 14/10). Interesant este faptul ca aceste
fragmente de tip Coslogeni (Irimia, Conovici 1993, 85)
sunt asociate cu ceramica de tip Babadag, fard a se
distinge tntr-un nivel sau complex arheologic. Aceeasi
situatie o intalnim si in alte situri, precum Beidaud

or brown-grey, with polished surface, decorated below the
rim with simple relief bands triangular in section (Juganaru
1997, 105), which can be included in subcategory A,
(Ailincai 2011). The exhaustive research of the material
from this site led to identifying shards belonging to

19 vessels of this type, found in all the layers of the
settlement.

Another examples are the settlement from Silistea-Conac
where were found “numerous materials (Babadag), among
which fragments belonging to vessels of Noua-Coslogeni
tradition” (Sirbu, Pandrea 1994, 32) and the settlement
from Silistea-Popind, where the vessels considered
Coslogeni are present in association with Babadag stamped
pottery (Hartuche, Silvestru 1992, 17).

In the case of the settlement from Satu Nou-Valea lui Voicu,
the Coslogeni type pottery is mentioned for both layers,
with a higher frequency in the lower level. From this site
were illustrated vessels with band without oval impressions
and also several cup shards (Irimia, Conovici 1993,

fig. 11/1,7,12/ 1-4,8-9,13/1, 3-5, 14/10). It is interesting
to notice the fact that these Coslogeni type fragments
(Irimia, Conovici 1993, 85) are associated with Babadag
type pottery, without predominating in a specific layer

or archaeological complex. The same situation is known
from sites such as Beidaud (Simion 2003a; Ailincai 2020),
Revarsarea (Simion 2003b; Ailincdi 2013b) or Suceveni
(Adamescu 2011). In all these cases, it can be noticed

that the majority of the “Coslogeni type vessels” are
represented by vessels decorated with relief bands without
oval impressions. The fact that these vessels are not clearly
associated with a specific layer, and even more, they are
associated in all the cases with Babadag type pottery,
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(Simion 2003a; Ailincai 2020), Revarsarea (Simion
2003b; Ailincai 2013b) sau Suceveni (Adamescu 2011).
Tn toate aceste cazuri putem observa ci majoritatea
,vaselor de tip Coslogeni” sunt reprezentate de vase-
sac cu brau fard alveoldri. Avand in vedere ca aceste
vase nu se regasesc intr-un nivel bine definit si, mai
mult decdt atdt, sunt asociate cu ceramicd Babadag,
ne punem intrebarea dacd acestea nu sunt cumva
traditii in olarit, pastrate din mediul cultural anterior
(Ailincai, Adamescu, Mihail 2014, 28 si urm.), si nu un
nivel arheologic propriu-zis din epoca bronzului, asa
cum considerau unii cercetatori (Irimia, Conovici 1993;
Simion 2003a; Simion 2003b; Bolohan 2016 s.a.).

Despre civilizatiile de la sfarsitul mileniului II -
inceputul mileniului I a. Chr. la Dunarea de Jos
Pand in prezent nu a fost publicata o dovada
concludentd a contemporaneitatii celor doua culturi,
n afara unor elemente asemandtoare in realizarea
ceramicii grosiere. Nici in privinta suprapunerii
stratigrafice nu detinem prea multe date. In acest sens,
reamintim situatiile mentionate de Attila Laszl6 de la
Foltesti, unde un mormant (atribuit grupului Tamdoani)
suprapunea o groapa a culturii Noua, si stratigrafiile
discutabile de la Candesti si Vandtori, doar mentionate
de Adrian si Marilena Florescu, unde depunerile cu
ceramicd incizata (si/sau imprimata) erau posterioare
celor ale culturii Noua si Corlateni (Florescu, Florescu
1983, 72-93; Florescu, Florescu 1990, 52, n. 8).

Pe ansambly, cu cele cateva exceptii mentionate mai
Sus, NU avem o suprapunere stratigrafica clard intre
vestigiile culturilor Coslogeni sau Noua si cele ale culturii

raises the question of the survival of pottery traditions of
the Bronze Age (Ailincai, Adamescu, Mihail 2014, 28 sqq.),
instead of the existence of an archaeological layer per

se belonging to the Bronze Age, as previously considered
(Irimia, Conovici 1991; Simion 2003a; Simion 2003b;
Bolohan 2016 etc.).

The civilisations from the end the 2" millennium -
beginning of the 1%t millennium BC at the Lower
Danube

Up to present, there is no published conclusive evidence of
the synchronicity of the two cultures, with the exception
of several similarities of the coarse ware. The same
observation is valid in the case of the stratigraphical
succession. Here can be noticed the situations mentioned
by Attila LaszI6 in the case of the site from Foltesti, where
a grave (attributed to the Tdmaoani group) superposed a
Noua pit; also, the debatable stratigraphy from Candesti
and Vanatori, only mentioned by Adrian and Marilena
Florescu, where the depositions with incised and/or
stamped pottery were ulterior to those of the Noua and
Corlateni cultures (Florescu, Florescu 1983, 72-93; Florescu,
Florescu 1990, 52, n. 8).

In general, with the few exceptions already mentioned,
there is no clear stratigraphical superposition between
the Coslogeni or Noua cultures and the Babadag culture.
Still, it is possible that some pottery traditions from the
end of the Bronze Age had survived, such for example

the containers of type A, found Garvdn or the horseshoe-
shaped handles (types l1l.2 and 1.3), present both on type
A, vessels of the Babadag culture (Ailincdi 2011), and

on numerous vessels of Noua-Coslogeni type. The same
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Babadag. Este totusi posibil, asa cum am mentionat deja,
ca unele traditii de la sfarsitul epocii bronzului sa se fi
pastrat In privinta modelarii ceramicii si aici ne referim
refer la recipientele de tip A, descoperite la Garvan,

sau la toartele In formad de potcoava (de tip II1.2 si I11.3)
prezente atat pe vasele de tip A, ale culturii Babadag
(Ailincai 2011), cat si pe numeroase recipiente de tip
Noua-Coslogeni; dar si la benzile de decor de pe unele
cesti (mai ales, benzi de tip ILB.1).

Stadiul cercetdrii indicd totusi o posibild succesiune
directd intre cultura Coslogeni si vestigiile culturii
Babadag din Dobrogea (mai ales, cea de sud). In estul
Munteniei, este posibil ca intre cele doua civilizatii
sa fi existat o serie de comunitati care sa fi folosit
ceramica canelatd, asa cum indica descoperirile de

la Vladesti (Renta 2008), in vreme ce intre sfarsitul
culturii Noua si manifestarea de tip Babadag par a se
interpune grupele Corldteni si Tamdoani, identificate
n sudul Moldovei (Laszl6 1986; Laszlé 1997).

De fapt, descoperirile arheologice din ultimii ani
aduc noi indicii care arata c4d, la sfarsitul mileniului
IT a. Chr., la Dundrea de Jos existau comunitdti care
foloseau traditii ceramice diferite. Un prim caz pe
care 1l aducem in discutie este cel al asezarii de la
Vanatori-La Jolicd, pentru a cdrei atribuire culturala
au existat mai multe scenarii (Brudiu 1970; Brudiu
1981; Hansel 1976; Laszlé 1986; Laszl6 1997; Ailincai,
Adamescu, Mihail 2014), asupra cdrora nu o sa insist
aici. Incepand cu 2017, a fost initiat un nou program
de cercetare la Vanatori. In suprafetele 1 si 2 au fost
surprinse mai multe structuri de locuire din doud
orizonturi cronologice. Cateva gropi dateazd de la

it is true in the case of the decoration friezes on cups
(especially bands of type I1.B.1).

The state of the research indicates a possible direct
succession between the Coslogeni culture and the Babadag
culture in Dobrudja (especially the southern part). In eastern
Muntenia, it is possible that between the two civilizations

to have existed a series of communities using channelled
pottery, as indicated by finds from Vldadesti (Renta 2008),
while in southern Moldova between the end of the Noua
culture and the Babadag culture are interposed the Corlateni
si Tamaoani cultural groups (Laszl6 1986; LaszI6 1997).

In fact, the recent archaeological finds bring new clues
indicating that at the end of the 2" millennium BC, at
the Lower Danube there were communities with different
pottery traditions. The first example to be discussed is
that of the settlement from Vanatori-La Jolicd, in the
case of which there were proposed several chronological
frameworks (Brudiu 1970; Brudiu 1981; Hansel 1976;
LaszI6 1986; LaszIé 1997; Ailincdi, Adamescu, Mihail
2014). Starting with 2017, a new research project

was initiated at Vandtori. The Surfaces 1 and 2

revealed several habitation structures belonging to two
chronological horizons. Some of the pits are dated to the
end of the Bronze Age and can be probably attributed

to the Noua culture (fig. 8/1-6), while most part of the
structures (pits and dwellings) contained pottery decorated
almost exclusively with incised motifs (fig. 8/7-41; 9/42-
105). The *C data obtained until present only from
Surface 1 indicate an evolution of the habitation starting
with the 15% century BC. Still, the most part of the data
cluster in the interval 11 - 9% centuries BC, corresponding
in general to the Babadag culture (fig. 10). Despite this
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Fig. 8. Vanatori-La Jolicd. 1-105 - Ceramica din suprafata I.
Fig. 8. Vanatori-La Jolicd. 1-105 - Pottery found in Surface 1.

sfarsitul epocii bronzului si pot fi atribuite culturii fact, the pottery found here is decorated preponderantly
Noua (fig. 8/1-6), in vreme ce cea mai mare parte a with incised motifs, in the same manner as that from
structurilor cercetate (gropi si locuinte de tip bordei) sites such as Saharna Mica (Niculitd, Zanoci, Arndut
contineau ceramicd decoratd aproape exclusiv prin 2008), Holercani, Hansca, or other sites attributed to the
motive incizate (fig. 8/7-41; 9/42-105). Datele *C Balta group (Banuyros 1982; Banuyros 1983; Vancugov
obtinute pand in prezent doar din Suprafata 1 indica 1996; Levitki 1994; Nicic 2008; Niculita 2019), with

o evolutie a locuirilor incepand cu sec. al XV-lea a. strong North-Pontic influences. Among these are present
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Fig. 9. Vanatori-La Jolicd. 1-105 - Pottery found in Surface 1.

Chr., cea mai mare parte a datarilor mentionand
Tnsd un interval cronologic cuprins intre sec. XI-1IX
a. Chr,, deci contemporan, in mare parte, cu siturile
Babadag (fig. 10). In ciuda acestui fapt, ceramica
descoperita a fost decorata preponderent cu motive
incizate, in aceeasi maniera cu cea din situri precum
Saharna Mica (Niculita, Zanoci, Arnaut 2008),
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numerous kitchen vessels of “Noua-Coslogeni” tradition,
inclusively in contexts dated using 'C in the 11% - 10
centuries BC (fig. 8/24, 30, 31, 37, 65).

Another case which should be mentioned in this context is
the site from Jijila-La Grddini, excavated during the years
2018-2019 and 2021, as part of the rescue excavations in
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Fig. 10. Vanatori-La Jolicd. Modelarea datelor “C din Suprafata 1.
Fig. 10. Vanatori-La Jolicd. The '*C data modelling for the samples from Surface 1.

Holercani, Hansca sau alte situri atribuite grupului
Balta (Banuyros 1982; Banuyros 1983; Vancugov
1996; Levitki 1994; Nicic 2008; Niculita 2019), avand
puternice influente nord-pontice. Printre acestea sunt
prezente si numeroase vase de bucdtdrie de traditie
,Noua-Coslogeni”, inclusiv in contexte datate prin *C
n sec. XI-X a. Chr. (fig. 8/24, 30, 31, 37, 65).

Un alt caz care trebuie mentionat in acest context este
situl de la Jijila-La Grdadini, cercetat in intervalul 2018-
2019, 2021 in contextul unor lucrari de infrastructura,
legate de construirea podului suspendat de la Brdila-
Smardan. Acestea au cuprins o suprafata de aproape
10.000 mp, in care au fost identificate si cercetate

135 de structuri arheologice ce pot fi datate in epoca

connection with the building of the suspended bridge from
Braila-Smardan. These covered a surface of approximately
10.000 square meters, with 135 identified archaeological
structures, dated to the Bronze Age and the Early Roman
period. Among these structures, a series of pits contained
archaeological materials characteristic for the Noua-
Coslogeni horizon, being the only site belonging to this
horizon researched in Northern Dobrudja.

The typology of the containers associated with these
pits is relatively unvaried. The most part of the shards
belong to vessels with restricted opening and dependent
or independent contour, with more or less marked neck,
considered usually kitchen ware (fig. 11). As regards the
dating of these finds, the objects with good chronological
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Fig. 11. Jijila-La grddini. 1-24 - Ceramica; 25 - obiect din os; 26-29 - obiecte din piatra.
Fig. 11. Jijila-La grddini. 1-24 - Pottery; 25 - bone object; 26-29 - stone objects.

bronzului si in perioada romana timpurie. Printre ele
se remarca si o serie de gropi care contineau materiale
arheologice specifice orizontului Noua-Coslogeni, fiind,
panad in prezent, singurul sit atribuit orizontului Noua-
Coslogenti, cercetat tn nordul Dobrogei.

value are missing. Thus, the eight *C data obtained by
the RoAMS laboratory are very important. They indicate a
quite large chronological interval, covering the 16t - 10t
centuries BC. As can be noticed from the data modelling,
there are a series of data from complexes Cx. 131, 84
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Fig. 12. Jijila-La grddini. Modelarea datelor *C.
Fig. 12. Jijila-La grddini. The '*C data modelling.

Tipologia recipientelor descoperite este destul de
restransd. Cea mai mare parte a ceramicii descoperite
provine de la vase cu deschiderea restrictionata si forma
dependentd sau independentd, cu gatul mai mult sau
mai putin reliefat, considerate, in general, a fi vase de
bucitirie (fig. 11). In privinta datarii acestor descoperiri,
lipsesc obiecte cu o valoare cronologica foarte mare, din
care motiv importante sunt cele opt date C, obtinute
n cadrul laboratorului RoAMS, ele indicand un interval
cronologic destul de vast, cuprins, in linii mari, intre sec.
XVI-X a. Chr. Asa cum se poate observa si din modelarea
datelor, exista o serie de date care provin din Cx. 131,

84 si 116 care indicd o etapd mai timpurie (sec. XVI-XV
a. Chr.); altele (Cx. 103, 15, 24 si 110) se pot incadra in
sec. XIV-XIII, in vreme ce proba prelevata din Cx. 2 este
cea mai recentd, indicand un interval (cu probabilitate
de 95,4%) cuprins intre 1046-906 BC (fig. 12). Acest

and 116, which constitute an earlier stage (the 16% - 15%
centuries BC). Others (Cx. 103, 15, 24 and 110) can be
included in the interval of the 14% - 13t centuries BC, while
the sample from Cx. 2 is the most recent, with an interval
(95.4% probability) between 1046-906 BC (fig. 12). This
last mentioned context contained several shards belonging
to kitchen vessels characteristic for the Noua-Coslogeni
horizon (fig. 11/1, 5, 9-10), being practically the most
recent dating known so far for these cultures.

These two examples reflect a complex situation, difficult to
explain at the moment, due to the existing information. In
fact, in the place of the synthetic image of an immediate
succession of the cultures, we can at least presume the
existence at the Lower Danube of several communities
with different traditions, of which pottery survived better
in the archaeological record. In these circumstances,
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ultim context continea mai multe fragmente de vase
de bucatdrie specifice pentru orizontul Noua-Coslogeni
(hg. 11/1, 5, 9, 10), fiind, practic, cea mai tarzie data
cunoscutd pentru aceste culturi.

Aceste doud exemple aratd o situatie complexa si greu
de explicat la nivelul de informatii din prezent. Practic,
1n locul imaginii sintetice a unei succesiuni imediate
Intre culturi, putem cel putin presupune existenta la
Dunadrea de Jos a multor comunitdti umane cu traditii
diferite, din care se pastreaza panad la noi, in special,
oliria. In aceste conditii, putem prezuma si existenta a
numeroase contacte, precum si transmiterea reciproca
a unor elemente de culturd materiala si spirituala.

Concluzii

Rezumand cele expuse mai sus, putem presupune ca
materialul prezentat de noi provine, cel mai probabil,
(tn cea mai mare parte) dintr-o locuire la de tnceputul
mileniului [ a. Chr. (sau, probabil, chiar de la sfarsitul
sec. XI a. Chr.), ce poartd principalele trasaturi ale
culturii Babadag. Desi sunt cunoscute doar cateva date
referitoare la amenajarea habitatului, putem admite
ca acesta a ocupat terasele tnalte din apropierea
Dunadrii, denumite Sectorul C, si promontoriul ,Piatra”
(anticul Beroe). Ele ocupau o pozitie strategicd, folosita
si in prezent pentru traversarea Dunadrii (fig. 1-4).

Fard a exclude existenta unei locuiri din epoca
bronzului, fapt indicat si de mormantul cu inele de
bucld mentionat de Dumitru Berciu, consideram ca
este posibil ca cea mai mare parte a recipientelor

Vs

Fig. 13. Peceneaga-Piscul Sarat. Fragmente ceramice.
Fig. 13. Peceneaga-Piscul Sdrat. Pottery shards.

there is a good chance of the existence of numerous
contacts between these communities, with the reciprocal
transmission of elements of material and spiritual culture.

Conclusions

It can be presumed that the archaeological material
presented here belongs very probably and in majority to

a habitation dating to the beginning of the 1=t millennium
BC (or the end of the 11t century BC), characterised by
traits specific for the Babadag culture. Although only

little information survived regarding the settlement, it

can be presumed that it occupied the high terraces near
the Danube, named Sector C and the “Piatra” promontory
(ancient Beroe). These places occupied a strategic position
used until today for crossing the Danube (fig. 1-4).

Without excluding the existence of a Bronze Age habitation,
demonstrated also by the grave with hair-rings mentioned
above, we consider that it is possible that the most part
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considerate specifice culturilor Noua-Coslogeni sd fie
contemporane cu cele de tip Babadag. De fapt, putem
vorbi mai ales de un anumit tip de vase de bucatdrie,
care se regaseste si in alte locuiri atribuite culturii
Babadag, fara a constitui un context separat. Poate
nu este intdmplator cd multe din aceste situri sunt
amplasate in apropierea Dundrii sau Prutului (precum
Garvan, Satu Nou, Revarsarea sau Suceveni), zone de
contact intre diverse civilizatii de-a lungul istoriei.

Nu stim daca este chiar lipsit de importanta ca la
cativa kilometri spre nord de Ostrov, la Peceneaga, in
punctul Piscul Sdrat, a fost mentionata o alta locuire
ce poate fi atribuitd culturii Babadag (Paraschiv, Iacob
2003). in depozitele Muzeului de Istorie si Arheologie
din Tulcea am identificat trei fragmente ceramice,
descoperite in anul 1976 In acest sit (fig. 13), printre
care si un fragment de la partea superioard a unui vas
de bucatdrie de tip Noua-Coslogeni (fig. 13/3).

Departe de a lamuri problemele ridicate, descoperirile
de la Ostrov ar trebui confirmate de noi investigatii in
situri din aceastd zond. Daca ludm n considerare si noile
cercetdri deja invocate, de la Vanatori si Jijila, putem
observa ca tendinta arheologilor de a vedea succesiuni
culturale clare este destul de discutabild. Este posibil ca
la Dundrea de Jos, la sfarsitul mileniului I - inceputul
mileniului I a. Chr,, sd existe comunitdti umane care
aveau traditii diferite tn olirit. Tncepand cu sec. XI-X a.
Chr. in aceastd zond se generalizeazd ceramica neagrd,
lustruitd, decoratd cu motive incizate si imprimate
(grupele Corldteni, Tamdoani si Babadag), care urmeaza
formele specifice epocii. In ciuda acestei transformari,
existd o serie de descoperiri care indica posibilitatea
pastrdrii unor tipuri de vase din perioada anterioara.

of the containers considered characteristic for the Noua-
Coslogeni cultures are in fact contemporary with those
of Babadag type. In fact, we can take into consideration
a specific type of kitchen vessels, found in other Babadag
settlements without constituting separate contexts. It is
interesting to notice that many of these sites are placed
close to the Danube or Prut river (such as Garvan, Satu
Nou, Revdrsarea or Suceveni), zones of contact between
civilizations during history. In this context, the presence
several kilometres north from Ostrov, at Peceneaga-Piscul
Sdrat, of another habitation which can be attributed to
the Babadag culture (Paraschiv, lacob 2003), could be
significant. In the collections of the Museum of History
and Archaeology from Tulcea, there were identified three
shards from this site, found in 1976 (fig. 13), one of them
belonging to the upper part of a kitchen vessel of Noua-
Coslogeni type (fig. 13/3).

Far from clarifying these problems, the finds from Ostrov
should be confirmed by new research in this area. If we
also take into consideration the new excavations from
Vandtori and Jijila, we can notice that the tendency of
the archaeologists of seeing clear cultural successions

is debatable. It is possible that at the Lower Danube, at
the end of the 2™ millennium - the beginning of the 1¢
millennium BC, to have existed communities which had
at least different pottery traditions. Starting with the
11 - 10" centuries BC, in this area there is a process of
spreading of the black polished pottery decorated with
incised and stamped motifs (groups Corldteni, Tamdoani
and Babadag), sharing the shapes characteristic of this
period. Despite the change, there are finds indicating the
possibility of survival of previous types of vessels from the
preceding period.
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PL1. Ostrov-Piatra Frecdtei. 1, 2 -
SIV (1958); 3-14 - C-VIIz (1959); 15 -
C-XIV (1959); 16, 17 - C-XVd (1959);
18-24 - C-XXId (1959).

PL.1. Ostrov-Piatra Frecdtei. 1, 2 - SIV
(1958); 3-14 - C-VlIz (1959); 15 -
C-XIV (1959); 16, 17 - C-XVd (1959);
18-24 - C-XXId (1959).
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Pl. 2. Ostrov-Piatra Frecdtei. 1959:

1-8 - C-XXId.

Pl. 2. Ostrov-Piatra Frecdtei. 1959: . 8
1-8 - C-XXId. e
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Pl. 3. Ostrov-Piatra Frecdtei. 1959:
1-6 - C-XXIII-d; 7-9 - Sector IC SlI-z;
10-15 - Sector IIIC-SIV-z; 16 - Sector
IIIC SX-d; 17-19 - Sector I1IC SXIX-d.
Pl. 3. Ostrov-Piatra Frecdtei. 1959:
1-6 - C-XXIlI-d; 7-9 - IC Sector, SlI-z;
10-15 - IlIC Sector, SIV-z; 16 - llIC
Sector, SX-d; 17-19 - llIC Sector,
SXIX-d.
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Pl. 4. Ostrov-Piatra Frecdtei. 1971:
1-7 - Sector C S IID; 8 - Sector C,
SIIF;9,10-S1VD,c. 1;11 - SIVD,
c.2;12,13-S1VD, c. 3;14-19 -

S 1VD, c. 4; 20-25 - Sector C, S VID,
c. 4; 26, 27 - S VIIF; 28-30 - S VIIID.
Pl. 4. Ostrov-Piatra Frecdtei. 1971:
1-7 - C Sector, S 1ID; 8 - C Sector,
SIIF;9,10-SIVD, sq. 1; 11 - S IVD,
sq.2; 12,13 -S1IVD, sq. 3; 14-19 -

S IVD, sq. 4; 20-25 - C Sector, S VID,
sq. 4; 26,27 - S VIIF; 28-30 - S VIIID.




Forgotten finds. On some prehistoric discoveries at Ostrov—Piatra Frecatei (ancient Beroe), Tulcea county 43

I (4
W T, = 1@,

e o), ), 1
[&13 l&

(&
N [
g

26

Pl 5. Ostrov-Piatra Frecdtei. 1971.
Sector C:1-SVIIID,c. 2;2,3 -

S VIIID, c. 5; 4-7 - S VIIID, c. 6; 8-14 -
S IXC; 15-18 - SXC; 19, 20 - S XIC;
21 - SXID; 22 - S XIF; 23-25 - SXII;
26-29 - S XIIIC; 30-33 - passim.

Pl. 5. Ostrov-Piatra Frecdtei. 1971.

C Sector: 1-SVIIID, sq. 2; 2,3 -

S VIID, sq. 5; 4-7 - S VIIID, sq. 6;
8-14-SIXC 15-18 - S XG 19, 20 -

S XIC; 21 - S XID; 22 - S XIF; 23-25 -
S XII; 26-29 - S XIIIC; 30-33 - without
context.
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Pl. 6. Ostrov-Piatra Frecdtei. Sector
C(1971): 1-17 - passim (1-7 - dupa
Hansel 1976). SI (1998):18,19-¢. 3
(-3,14 m); 20,21 - c. 4 (- 2,10 m); 22 -
¢. 10 (-1,20-1,65 m); 23 - c. 22-23.
Pl. 6. Ostrov-Piatra Frecdtei. C Sector
(1971). 1-17 - without context (1-7 -
after Hansel 1976). SI (1998): 18,
19-5q.3(-3.14m); 20,21 -sq. 4
(-2.10 m); 22 - sq. 10 (-1.20-1.65 m);
23 -5q. 22-23.
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Pl. 7. Ostrov-Piatra Frecdtei. 1999:
1-15-S1I, gr. 2.

Pl. 7. Ostrov-Piatra Frecdtei. 1999:
1-15. S 1l, pit no. 2.
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Pl. 8. Ostrov-Piatra Frecdtei. 1999:
1-7-S1I, gr. 3; 8-15 - gr. 4; 16-23 -
S II1-V, fragmente ceramice din
contexte de epoca romana.

Pl. 8. Ostrov-Piatra Frecdtei. 1999:
1-7 - S I, pit no. 3; 8-15 - pit no. 4;
16-23 - S lII-V, shards discovered in
secondary context.
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