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Abstract: In 2002, a bronze item with traces of fire was discovered during the excavation at the Saharna Mare hillfort (Rezina district,
Republic of Moldova), attributed by the authors of the discovery to a vessel with a flared rim. As a result of the detailed study of this
find in the collection of the National Museum of the History of Moldova, it turned out that this find is a fragment of the lower part of
the base of the Scythian cauldron. The reconstructed diameter is about 21 cm, which brings this item closer to one of the largest
cauldrons. Scythian bronze cauldrons in the west are concentrated in three main regions: Bukovina-Podolia, the Lower Dniester and
the Lower Danube. There is a significant chronological difference between the northern group (forest-steppe, Bukovina-Podolia)

of cauldrons and the southern one (steppe, Lower Danube-Lower Dniester), where the Scythian cauldrons have been known since
the middle of the 7" century BC. Bronze cast cauldrons (with their bearers, of course) penetrated the steppe 150-200 years later,

as well as burials of warriors, which appear in the steppe region in the west no earlier than the middle of the 5" century BC. Most
assemblages (and, most likely, stray finds) of bronze cauldrons also belong to the second half of the 5" century BC. The unique find
from the Saharna Mare hillfort probably belongs to this time.

KnioueBbie cnoBa: CpeaHuit [lHecTp, naTeH, GpoH30BbI KOTen, ropoaulle, ckudckne KypraHsl.

Pestome: B 2002 roay npu packonkax Ha ropoamiye CaxapHa Mape (Pesunckuit paiioH, Pecny6nuka MonaoBa) 6bin 06HapyxeH
OpOH30BbI NPeAMET CO Crieamu OrHA, 0THECEHHbI aBTOPaMM HaXOAKM K COCYAY C LUMPOKMM ropioM. B pesynbrate fetanbHoro
13y4eHMA 3TOro NpefMeTa, XpaHALLeroca B konnekumn HaunonanbHoro my3es uctopun MonaoBbl, BbIACHUAOCH, YTO 3TO U3aenne
ABNAeTCA (hparMeHTOM NofAOHa CKUECKOro KoTna. PeKoHCTpyMpoBaHHbIi AnameTp coCTaBAET 0kono 21 M, ClieaoBaTesbHo, 3TOT
npeameT 6bin YacTbH0 OAHOIO U3 camblxX 60MbLLMX KOTNOB ckudckoro nepuoaa. Ckudckue 6poH30BbIE KOTNILI HA 3anaje COCPeOTOUEHbI
B TPEX OCHOBHbIX pernoHax: bykosuna-lMoponbe, Huxuuit HecTtp n HuxkHwii dyHait. CywecTByeT 3HauuTeIbHaA XpoHoornyeckas
pasHuua Mexay ceBepHoii rpynnoii (necoctens, bykoeuHa-logonbe) koTnos u tXxHoi (cTenb, HuxxHui lyHaii — HuxHuit QHectp), roe
cKudckme KOTNbl N3BECTHBI ¢ cepeautbl VI B. A0 H. 3. BpoH30BbIe NUTbIE KOT/bI (pa3yMeeTcH, BMECTE C UX HOCUTENAMM) NPOHNUKALT
B cTenb Ha 150-200 neT no3xe, kak 1 norpe6eHnA BOMHOB, KOTOPbIE MOABAATCA B CTEMHOM PErMoHe Ha 3anaje He paHee cepefuHbl
VIl B. 10 H.3. BonblUMHCTBO KOMNNEKCOB (1, CKOpee BCEro, CNyyaiiHbiX HaX0A0K) 6POH30BbIX KOT/IOB TaKKe OTHOCATCHA KO BTOPOW
nonosuHe V B. 40 H.3. BepoATHO, K 3TOMy BpemMeHu 0THOCUTCA U YHUKaNbHaA Haxofka ¢ ropoaumwa CaxapHa Mape.

Cuvinte-cheie: bazinul Nistrului de Mijloc, a doua epoca a fierului, cazan din bronz, cetate, tumuli scitici.

Rezumat: in anul 2002, in timpul sapéturilor de la cetatea Saharna Mare (Rezina, Republica Moldova) a fost descoperit o pies3

din bronz, atribuita de autorii descoperii unui vas cu marginea evazata. La o examinare mai atentd, s-a dovedit ca acest artefact
reprezinta un fragment de la piciorusul unui cazan scitic. Diametrul reconstruit al partii inferioare este de cca 21 cm, ceea ce face
ca acest exemplar sa se asemene cu unul dintre cele mai mari cazane din regiunea de vest. Cazanele scitice din bronz din spatiul
vestic sunt concentrate in trei regiuni principale: Bucovina — Podolia — Prut, Nistrul de Jos si Dunarea de Jos. Exista o diferenta
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semnificativa cronologicd intre grupul de sud (stepa, Dundrea de Jos — Nistrul de Jos) si cel de nord (silvostepa, Bucovina — Podolia —
Prut), in cadrul caruia cazanele sunt cunoscute inca de la mijlocul secolului al VlI-lea a. Chr. Cazanele turnate din bronz patrund in sud
doua secole mai térziu, precum si complexele funerare ,razboinice”, care apar in regiunile de stepa din spatiul vestic nu mai devreme
de mijlocul secolului al V-lea a. Chr. in a doua jumitate — sfarsitul secolului al V-lea a. Chr. este datat3 si majoritatea complexelor cu

cazane de bronz. Probabil, si descoperirea din cetatea getica de la Saharna Mare apartine acestei perioade.

Scythian bronze cauldrons are a rather rare find

in the Northern Black Sea region, especially on its
western borders. According to the latest data, at least
117 finds of bronze cauldrons dating from the 7% to
the 3% century BC are known on the territory of the
Pontic steppe, the Kuban region, the Dnieper forest-
steppe, and the Lower and Middle Don. In addition,

88 cases of the cauldron traces were recorded, which
probably disappeared due to the looting of burial
mounds (Pomaiuko 2015, 2). At least ten hillforts and
settlements are known, where Scythian-type cauldrons
were discovered (fig. 1). All of them (except for
Kamianka-Dniprovska) are located in the forest-steppe
and belong to the Early and Middle Scythian periods,
i.e, to the 7™ - first half of the 5™ centuries BC. Most of
these settlements are located on the left bank of the
Dnieper - Bilsk (LLIpamko 1962, 126; llIpamxo 1987,
28-31), Liubotyn (IIpamko 1998, 80), and Knyshivka
hillforts (FTaBpuir 1996, 253), Polkova Mykytivka
(MnbuHckas, TepeHoxxknH, 1983, 349), and Lykhachivka
settlements (Mopy>xenxo 1978, 360), one - on the
Middle Don in the Kirovskoe settlement (Kocukos
1998, 20), three others in the Dnieper-Bug interfluve
such as Motronynske (BeccoHosa, Cxopwit 2001, 119)
and Nemyriv hillforts (FaBpuntox 1999, 259), and
Volodymirivka settlement (Pomantox 2008, 87).

BpoH30Bble INTble KOTAbI CKUGCKOrO BpEMeHU — A0BOMbHO
penKas HaxopKa B CeBepHOM MpuyepHOMOpbE, 0COHEHHO
Ha 3anagHbix pybeax. CornacHo NocieaHUM JaHHbIM,
M3BECTHO He MeHee 117 HaxofoK 6poH30BbIX KOToB VII-III
BB. A0 H.3. Ha TeppuTOpwK, oxBaTbIBatoLen cTeny CeBepHOro
MpuuepHoMopbA, MprkybaHbe, IHENPOBCKYtO NecocTerb,
HwHnid n CpepHuii [oH. Ewe B 88 ciyyanx 3apuKcpoBaHbl
Cnefbl KOT0B, MPONABLUKX, BEPOATHO, B pe3ynbTaTe
orpabneHus kypraHos (Pomatuko 2015, 2). M3BecTHo He
MeHee [iecATU NOCeeHUiA, FOPO/NLL, Ha KOTOPbIX ObiN
0BHapyKeHbl KOT/bl CKudCKoro Tuna (puc. 1). Bee oHm,
Kpome ropoania KameHka-[JHenpoBcKan, pacnonomeHbl

B JIECOCTENM 1 OTHOCATCA K paHHe- 1 cpefHeCcKUPCHOMY
BpeMeHw, T.e. K VIl - nepsoii nonoBuHe V B. 40 H.3. bonblas
4acTb M3 3TVX FOPOAULL, pacrnonoMeHa B [JHenpoBCKOM
neBobepebe — ropopuia benbck (LLpamko 1962, 126;
LlipamKo 1987, 28-31), loboTuH (LLIpamro 1998, 80),
KHbiweBka (MaBpuw 1996, 253), Monkosa HukMTOBKa
(MnbuHcKkasn, TepeHomKkuH, 1983, 349), noceneHne
JInxayoska (Mopyerko 1978, 360), ogHo - Ha CpegHem
[ony - ropoauue y c. Knposckoe (Kocurkos 1998, 20),

eule Tpu B [lHenpoBcKo-byrckom Mexaypeybe — ropoauile
MoTpoHuHo (beccoHosa, Ckopeiii 2001, 119), Hemupos
(FaBpuntok 1999, 259) n nocenexvie Bnagummposka
(PomaHtok 2008, 87).
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Fig. 1. Distribution of the Scythian bronze cauldrons in the Northern Black Sea region and the finds in the settlements (A - burials; B -
stray finds; C - settlements; D - destroyed barrows; E - Early Scythian; F - Middle Scythian-I; G - Middle Scythian-II; H - Classical; I - ?):
1 - Saharna Mare hillfort; 2 - Nemyriv; 3 - Volodymirivka; 4 - Motroninske hillfort; 5 - Kamianka-Dniprovska; 6 - Knyshivka; 7 - Bilsk;
8 - Lykhachivka; 9 - Polkova Mykytivka; 10 - Liubotyn; 11 - Kirovskoe.

Puc. 1. Pacnpegenerne 6poH30BbIx KOTOB CKUdCKOro BpemeHn B CeBepHOM [MpryepHOMOpbE 1 HaXo[KW Ha nocenieHunsx (A - norpebenus;

B - 6poasuve Haxoakw; C - nocenenus; D - paspyLueHHble Rypradbl; E - paHHeckudckuii; F - cpeaHeckudckuii-I; G - cpeaHeckuderuii-1l; H -
Knaccuyeckuid; | - 2): 1 - ropoamiye CaxapHa Mape; 2 - Hemupos; 3 - BnagnmmnpoBKa; 4 - ropoguile MoTpoHuHo; 5 - KameHKka-[IHenpoBcKas;
6 - KHbllwesKa; 7 - benbcek; 8 - JIuxauoska; 9 - Monkosas HukutoBKa; 10 - Jlo6oTuH; 11 - Kuposckoe.
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[ Trenches from the 2001-2020s

Fig. 2. Saharna Mare: 1 - trench no. 2, view from North (dupa Niculitd et al. 2002); 2 - first drawing of the item (after Niculita, Zanoci,
Arndut 2008); 3 - the topographic plan of the hillfort showing the location of discovery of the item (red arrow).

Puc. 2. CaxapHa Mape: 1 - packon 2, Bug c ceepa (no: Niculitd et al. 2002); 3 - pucyHoK npeaMeTa v3 nepsoii nybamKkaumm (no: Niculitd,
Zanoci, Arnaut 2008); 3 - Tornorpaduyeckuii NnaH ropoamila U MecTo obHapy*eHusa npeaMeTa (KpacHaa CTpenka).

In 2002, a fragment of a thick-walled bronze item with
traces of fire was discovered during the excavation of
trench 4 in the Saharna Mare hillfort (fig. 2). Soon after
the discovery, the fragment was reported as belonging
to a cauldron (Niculitd et al. 2022, 5, fig. 46/1). In a 2008
monograph, the authors later retracted this assumption,
labelling the item as a “vessel with expanding neck”

B 2002 r. Ha packone 4 ropoauiia CaxapHa Mape 6bin
0bHapyKeH dparmMeHT 6POH30BOI0 TONICTOCTEHHOTO
cocyaa co cnefiamu ora (puc. 2). Bckope nocne
0bHapyKeHnsA dparMeHT Gbi MpeACTaB/IeH B 0TYETE

KaK npuHagnexawmin kotny (Niculita et al. 2022, 5,

puc. 46/1). MNo3ie, B MoHorpadum 2008 r., aBTopbI
0TOPOCHAN 3TO NPEANONIOHKEHUE, 0003HAUMB U3AENNE KaK
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Fig. 3. The bottom of the cauldron’s foot discovered in 2002 at Saharna Mare hillfort: 1 - drawing; 2, 3 - orthogonal photo according to
the 3D model; 4, 5 - photos.

Puc. 3. ®parmeHT nogAoHa Kotia, obHapykeHHoro B 2002 rogy Ha ropoguiie CaxapHa Mape: 1 - pucyHok; 2, 3 - opToroHasbHas
doTorpadus B cootBeTCTBUM € 3D-MoAenbio; 4, 5 - poTorpadum.



(Niculita, Zanoci, Amaut 2008, 179, fig. 145/5).
Unfortunately, the context of the discovery does not
provide any relevant data regarding the relationship
with other finds, as the object was extracted from the
cultural layer of a late Iron Age fortified enclosure at a
depth of 0.40 m from the ground surface.

Detailed examination of this find in the collection of the
National Museum of the History of Moldova (NMHM,
FA -11001-1) revealed that it is a fragment of the

lower part of the base of a Scythian cauldron (fig. 3).
The height of the fragment is 8.70 cm, the maximum
width (in the lower part) is 14.10 cm, and the thickness
is 0.90-1.00 cm. The object has an oval protrusion of
1.40%2.30 cm at the bottom. The estimated height of
the base is ca. 17 cm, and the reconstructed diameter

is 21.10 cm, which brings this item closer to one of

the immense cauldrons in the Carpathian-Dniester
region coming from lacobeni-Dangeni (fig. 4/4) almost
half a meter high (excluding vertical handles). For the
Saharna fragment, XRF?* data were obtained (Tab. 1),
which allows it to be compared with the composition of
the other Scythian cauldrons in the NMHM collection
(fig. 5). The first thing that attracts attention is the large
proportion of tin compared to lead. But the proportion
of lead makes the sample from Saharna similar to the

' Spectral analysis was performed using Xenemetrix X-Calibur X-ray
fluorescence spectrometer at the Institute of Applied Physics, Republic

of Moldova, Laboratory of Materials for Photovoltaics and Photonics. The
samples were excited by X-rays up to 45 keV with a current of 10 pA,

and the exposure time was 60 s. The boundaries of the fluorescent field
formed an area of 7.07 mm?. The obtained spectra were analyzed using the
manufacturer’s programs in the simulation mode of the basic parameters of
the sample components. Thus, we express sincere gratitude for assistance
and collaboration with Lazari Dermenji (Institute of Applied Physics,
Chisindu).
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«cocyn ¢ pacwmpsowwmmcs ropnoms (Niculitd, Zanoci,

Arndut 2008, 179, puc. 145/5). K corkaneHuto, KOHTEKCT
0bHapyKeHNA He JAeT HUKAKNX PENeBAHTHbIX JaHHbIX
OTHOCWTENBbHO CBA3M C APYr1MU HAXOAKAMM, MOCKOSbRY
npeaMeT 6bin U3BNEYEH U3 KYJIbTYPHOMO C/I0A YKPENIEHHOMO
NoCeeHna No3aHero enesHoro BeKa, Ha ryouHe 0,40 M oT
COBPEMEHHOI MOBEPXHOCTY.

B pe3ynbTate feTanbHOM0 03HAKOMIEHUA C 3TOW HAXOAKOW
B doHgax HaumoHanbHoro my3ea uctopuv Mongosbl
(HMIM, FA-11001-1) BbIACHUNOC, YTO 3TO GparmMeHT
HUMKHEN YacTu nofaoHa ckudCcKkoro Kotna (puc. 3). BeicoTta
dparmenTa 8,70 cM, MaKcUMasbHanA WKPUHA (B HUHKHEN
yactv) 14,10 cm, TonwwmHa 0,90-1,00 cM. B HurKHel Yactu
npeaMeT 6bin CHabKeH 0BasIbHBIM BbICTYMOM pa3MepoM
1,40%2,30 cm. [pennonaraemasn BbiCOTa NOLAOHA — OKOJIO
17 €M, @ peKoHCTPYMpYeMbIil AMaMeTp OCHOBbI NOAL0HA —
21,10 cM, 4TO CONMMKAET ITOT IK3EMMNIAP C OAHUM U3 CaMbIX
6onblwmx KoToB Kapnato-[IHecTpoBCKOro pervoHa — 3
ArobeHb-[biHaKeHb (puc. 4/4), BbicoTa KoToporo (6e3 yyeTa
BEPTUKa/bHbIX pydeK) noyTn nonmeTpa. [ina dparmeHTa

13 CaxapHbl Oblin TaKKe Nosy4eHbl JaHHbIE O XMMUYECKOM
cocTase (Tabsn. 1), 4To NO3BONAET €ro CPABHNTH C COCTABOM
CKUPCKMX KOTNOB M3 Konnekuu HMM (puc. 5). Mepsoe,
4TO OBpaLLAET Ha cebA BHUMaHMeE, 3TO OoMblan [OA 0/10Ba
Mo CpaBHEHWO CO CBUHLIOM. Ho JonA cBuHUA conmwaeT

' CneKTpasbHbIii aHaM3 NPOBOAWICA HA PEHTTeHO(NYOPECLIEHTHOM
cnexkTpomeTpe Xenemetrix X-Calibur B IHCTUTYTe npuKnaaHoi ¢usnkm
Pecny6rmkn Mongosa, B Jlabopatopun MaTepuasnos A GoToBONbTaNKM
1 $oToHMKM. O6pa3Lbl BO36YKAAMCb PEHTTEHOBCKUM W3lyYeHNEM 0

45 K3B ¢ Tokom 10 MKA, Bpemsa aKcno3uumum coctanano 60 c. MpaHuupbl
¢bnyopecuieHTHOr0 NosA 06pa3oBbiBaAM niowanb 7,07 MM2 lonyyeHHble
CMEKTPbl aHaNN3MPOBAICh C MOMOLLBIO MPOrpamMM Npou3BoaUTeNA B
perkMMe MOAENMPOBaHUA OCHOBHBIX MapaMeTPOB KOMMOHEHTOB 06pasLia.
Mbi BblparaeM UCKpPeHHI0 61arofapHOCTb 3a MOMOLLb U COTPYAHUYECTBO
Nazapto [lepMeru (MHCTUTYT npuknanHoii Gusukm, KnwmHés).



136

Find of 2002 from Saharna Mare. A Scythian cauldron in a Getian hillfort?

Table 1. Chemical composition of the alloy of the cauldron’s bases from the NMHM collection according to XRF spectrometry data.
Tabnmua 1. XuMudeckuin coctaB nofA0HOB KOTOB 13 Kosiekun HMUM no aaHHbIM peHTreHohyopecLeHTHON CNEKTPOMETPUM.

) Cu Sn Pb Zn Ag Sb As Fe Ni Co Bi Mn Au

Location / Konrexcr
%

Rascaietii Noi, barrow 1 90,71 | 450 | 269 | o o | 017 | 112 |07 | 002 o o o007 | o
Packseunit How, xyprax 1
Nikolskoe, barrow 14 9883 | 0 0,83 0 0 011 | 002 | 003 0 002 | 007 | 008 | 001
Huxonbcxkoe, xypran 14
Nikolskoe, barrow 15 9422 | 053 | 493 | o o | 004 | 008 | 008 | 002 | 005 | o | o008 | o
Hwuxonbckoe, xypran 14
R 1 T, [ 96,41 | 2,37 | 061 | 004 | © 0 | 033|007 | 006 | 008 001|002 0
CaxapHa Mape, ropoauiie
Dubasari, barrow 45 9854 | 012 | 098 | © 0 o | 031 | o00al| o 0 o | o0 | o
Ily6occaptl, KypraH 45

cauldrons from Dubasari (barrow 45) and Nicolscoe
(barrows 14 and 15). The cauldron from Dubasari (the
youngest item of the beginning of the 4* century BC)
is close to the Saharna Mare fragment of the complete
absence of antimony in the sample, as well as the
proportion of arsenic (fig. 6).

The Scythian bronze cauldrons in the west are
concentrated in three main regions (fig. 7): Bukovina-
Podolia (Iacobeni, Ivane-Puste, Shvaikivtsi), on the
Lower Dniester (Rdscdietii Noi, Nicolscoe, Dubdsari,
Cioburciu) and the Lower Danube (Ograda, Castelu,
Scortaru Vechi, Mresnota Mohyla, Ostrivne)?. Far

2To these finds, we can also add information about cauldrons in the
disturbed Scythian burials, which presence can be judged by indirect
evidence - the original pit (in the shape of the cauldron?) from barrow 33
near Badragii Vechi on the Middle Prut (fposoit, Unpkos, By6ynuu 1990,
72) or greenish bones from barrow 1 near Cioburciu on the Lower Dniester
(ArynbHukos, [Torosuy 2022, 13).

obpase; 13 CaxapHbl ¢ KoTnamu 13 [lyboccap (KypraH

45) n HukonbcKoro (Kypratbl 14 1 15). C lyboccapamm
(cambiM No3aHMM 06pa3LoM Havana IV B. 40 H.3.) cOnmKaeT
Y NOSHOE OTCYTCTBYE B 06pa3Lie CypbMbl, & TaKKe A0NA
MbllLbAKa (puc. 6).

CrudcKme 6poH30BbIE KOT/bI HA 3aNazie KOHLEHTpUpYTCA
B TPEX OCHOBHbIX pernoHax (puc. 7): bykosuHe-lMogonbe
(AKobeHb, MBaHe-lycTe, LLBaiikoBUbl), HA HiKHEM
[Orectpe (Packaeunit Hoit, Huronbckoe, Ly6occapbi,
Yobpyuu) u HukHem LyHae (Orpapa, Kacteny, CRopuapy-
Bekb, MpecHoTta Moruna, OctpoBHoe)?. OT HuX yaaneHa
[JasieKo Ha 3anaj ciyyaiiHas Haxo[Ka OpOH30BOro KOTNa,

2K 3TUM Haxozlkam MOXHO Takyke TTPUOaBUTbL CBEZIEHNS O KOT/IaX B
OrpabneHHbIX CKUPCKUX TIOrpebeHUsIX, 0 KOTOPbIX MOXHO CYAUTb TIO
KOCBEHHBIM TPU3HAaKaM — OPUTMHaIbHOM AiMe (ToBTopsolLelt Gopmy
KoTna?) us kypraxa 33 y Bagpaxuit Bexb Ha Cpentem IIpyTe (SpoBoit,
Yupxos, Bybynuu 1990, 72) Unu KOCTAM C 3e71eHbIM HaleToM U3 KypraHa 1
y YobpyHeit Ha HuxiHeM [THecTpe (ArynbHukos, [Torosuu 2022, 13).




Haxoaka 2002 r. u3 CaxapHa Mape. Ckuchckuii koTen Ha reTckom ropoamiue? 137

0 10 20 30 40 50 cm

Fig. 4. Reconstruction of the Saharna Mare cauldron (3) and the morphological groups of the Scythian cauldrons of the Carpathian-
Dniester region: 1 - Nicolscoe, barrow 14; 2 - Dubasari, barrow 45; 3 - Saharna Mare; 4 - lacobeni; 5 - Ograda; 6 - Nicolscoe, barrow 15;
7 - Mresnota Mohyla, barrow 3; 8, 9 - Ostrivne, barrow 3.

Puc. 4. PekoHcTpyKuMA KoTna 13 ropoamiya CaxapHa Mape (3) u mopdonornyeckue rpynnbl CKUGCKKX KoTioB KapnaTo-[HecTpoBcKoro

pervoHa: 1 - HuKonbcKoe, kypraH 14; 2 - [lyboccapel, kypraH 45; 3 - CaxapHa Mape; 4 - fikobeHb; 5 - Orpafa; 6 - Hukonbckoe, KypraH 15; 7 -
MpecHoTta Moruna, KypraH 3; 8, 9 - OcTpoBHOe, KypraH 3.
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Fig. 5. 3D models of the Scythian bronze cauldrons from the NMHM collection: 1-3 - Dubasari, barrow 45; 4-6 - Rascaietii Noi, barrow
1; 7 - Saharna Mare hillfort.

Puc. 5. 3D-Mopaenv 6poH30BbIX KOTI0B CKUPCKOro BpemeHu n3 Konnekuun HMUM: 1-3 - [lyboccapsl, KypraH 45; 4-6 - Packaeumit Hoit, kypraH
1; 7- ropoguuie CaxapHa Mape.
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Fig. 6. Correlation between tin and lead (1), antimony and arsenic (2) of the alloys of the Scythian cauldrons from the NMHM collection.
Puc. 6. Koppenauma Mex gy 0710BOM ¥ CBUHLIOM (1), CypbMOW 1 MbILUbAKOM (2) U3 CMAaBoB CKUGCKUX KOTOB M3 Konnekuun HMUM.

to the west is a stray bronze cauldron found on the
Hungarian-Slovak border near Szény (Komdrom) (Patay
1990, 81, Taf. 68/148).

At least three bronze cauldrons come from the territory
of Bukovina and Podolia®. In 1948, 17 km to the

south, on the western outskirts of the Iacobeni village,
Botosani County, another cauldron with four vertical
handles (in the shape of goats) and two horizontal

% The cauldron found between the of Avrameni and Saveni villages in
Botosani County (Nitu 1953, 9-10, fig. 4; Barca 2020a, fig. 1-8) should
most likely be attributed to a later period, Late Scythian or Early
Sarmatian (Barca 2020, 82; 2020a, 95). The cauldrons from the hoards
discovered near Bubuieci (TenbHos, YeTBepukos, Curmnka 2016, 8) and
Velykoploske ([3vic-Paiiko, CyHnuyk 1984, 148, puc. 2/13) also belong to
the Late Scythian period.

06HapYKEHHOrO Ha BEHIePCKO-COBALIKOM rpaHuLe Y

r. CéHb (Patay 1990, 81, Taf. 68/148). C Tepputopum
ByKoBuHbI 1 MoA0bA NPOUCXOAT KaK MAHUMYM TpU
BPOH30BbIX INThIX KoTa®. B 1948 1. B 17 KM K tory,

Ha 3anajHolt okpauHe c. fiIkobeHb ye3aa boTowaHb
MECTHBIMU UTENAMM Bbi 06HAPYHKEH eLue 0fNH KoTen
C YeTbipbMA BEPTUKANbHLIMY (B BUAE GUrypoK K03/10B)
1 [BYMA ropu3oHTasIbHbIMK pyykamm (Ratd 1966, fig. 1).
JT0T 3K3eMnnAp, 6ANbLIKMX pa3MepoB (BbicoTa 6e3 yueTa

Koten, HaliieHHBI MeXkay cenamu ABpaMeHb U CaBeHb y3pa BoTowaHb
(Nitu 1953, 9-10, fig. 4; Barca 2020a, fig. 1-8), 1o Bceit BUBUMOCTH,
CTIelyeT OTHECTU K 6o7iee TIO3OHEMY TIepUozy - TIo3aHecKudCeKomy

WIn paHHecapMaTckomy (Barcd 2020, 82; 2020a: 95). Taioke
TI03iHECKUPCKOMY TIEPUOAY OTHOCATCSt U KOT/bL U3 k1afoB y By6yeub
(TenbHoB, YeTBepukos, Cuxuka 2016, 8) n Benukornockoro ([3uc-Paiiko,
CyHuuyk 1984, 148, puc. 2/13).
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Fig. 7. Scythian bronze cauldrons of the western area (A - Bukovina-Podolia and Hungary; B - Lower Danube; C - Dniester): 1 - Szény;
2 - Shvaykivtsi; 3 - Ivane-Puste; 4 - [acobeni; 5 - Scortaru Vechi; 6 - Castely; 7, 8 - Ostrivne; 9 - Mresnota Mohyla; 10 - Ograda; 11 -
Saharna Mare; 12 - Dubdsari; 13, 14 - Nicolscoe; 15 - Rascaietii Noi.

Puc. 7. Ckudcrmne 6poH30Bble KoT/bl 3anaaHoro apeana (A - bykosuHa-lMoponbe u Benrpus; b - Hunwii [iyHais; B - Hectp): 1 - CéHb; 2 -
LLIBaiikoBupbl; 3 - MBaHe-MNycTe; 4 - fikobeHb; 5 - Ckopuapy-Bekb; 6 - Kacteny; 7, 8 - OctpoBHoe; 9 - MpecHoTa Moruna; 10 - Orpaga; 11 -
CaxapHa Mape; 12 - y6occapbl; 13, 14 - Hukonbckoe; 15 - Packaeuuii Hoil.



handles was discovered (Ratd 1966, fig. 1). This object

is oversized (48.50 cm high without handles) and has
an unusually high foot (19.50 cm). No archaeological
context was documented, although a burial mound with
a diameter of about 100 m was found 200 m away.

Two finds of cast bronze cauldrons are associated
with the Middle Dniester river*. One of the cauldrons
was displayed in the Archaeological Museum of
Krakow and was accidentally discovered at the end
of the 19" century at Ivane-Puste village, Borshchiv
district, Ternopil region (Demetrykiewicz 1898, 124-
125). Another cauldron was found in 2007 as a result
of an investigation of the destroying Early Scythian
barrow near the Shvaikivtsi® village, Chortkiv district,
Ternopil region (bangpiscbxuin 2009, 202). The burial
mound was erected over a tomb made of wood and
stone and covered with a layer of yellow clay. A
wooden urn with cremated remains was found under
a stone vault, and the grave goods were located
along the edges of the stone construction, including
a cauldron, a bronze wine strainer, clay bowls, a
ladle, and jars (Bandrivsky 2013, 342, puc. 2-3). The
author of the excavations, based on analogies with

a bronze wine strainer and an openwork sheath for

a spear, believes that the assemblage belongs to the
late HaC, or the third quarter of the 7™ century BC
(BanppuBcxuia 2013, 354).

4 In addition to these finds, relatively recently, it became known about the
discovery of two more ornamented cast cauldrons with horizontal handles
put into a large riveted cauldron. This unpublished hoard was found near
the Panivtsi village, Borshchiv district, Ternopil region (BanzpiBcbiuit
2014, 415).

° For the Shvaikyvtsy cauldron, the results of XRF are known
(BanppiBcbkuit 2014, 310, puc. 156-6). Its alloy is characterized by
proportionally similar inclusions of tin (0.3-0.6%), lead (0.4-0.6%) and
arsenic (0.2-0.6%).
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pyyeK — 48,50 cM) 1 C HeobbIYAHO BbICOKIM NOAAOHOM
(19,50 cM), 6b11 06HapYKeH BHE apXeonorniecKoro
KOHTeKCTa, xoTA B 200 M OT Hero pacnonaranca Kypra
IvameTpoMm okono 100 M (Ratd 1966, 351). [lBe Haxomkw
JUTBIX BPOH30BbLIX KOT/IOB CBA3aHbI C 6acceitHoMm CpefHero
[Jrectpa*. OouH 13 KOTNOB XpaHWACA B ApXeonornyeckoMm
My3ee KpaKoBa; oH bbif ClyuaiiHo obHapyHeH B KoHue XIX
B. y C. MiBaHe-llycTe Bopuiésckoro parioHa TepHononbCcKoi
obnactu (Demetrykiewicz 1898, 124-125). [ipyroii koTen
6bin 06Hapy:eH B 2007 1. B pe3ynbTaTe A0CIe[0BaHNA
pa3pyLualoLLeroca KypraHa paHHeCKUPCKOro BpeMeHu y

c. LLBaiikoBLbI° YopTKOBCKOrO paitioHa TepHOMosbCKo
obnactv (baHapiscbkuit 2009, 202). KypraH 6bin Hacbina
Haf rpobHULIEN, COMEHHOI U3 [epeBa v KaMHA U
NepeKpbITON CN0eM HenTomn rMuHbl. Mo KaMeHHbIM CBOAOM
Oblna 0bHapyHeHa fepeBAHHAA YpHA C KpeMaLmel,

a caM MHBEHTapb pacrnonaranca no KpaaM KaMeHHo
BbIKNAAKM, BKOYAsA KOTeSl, GPOH30BOE CUTEUKO, MIMHSAHbIE
MUCKM, YepraK 1 cocyabl 6aHouHoi GopMbl (BaHapUBCKMiA
2013, 342, puc. 2-3). ABTOp pacKoroK, 0CHOBbLIBAACH Ha
aHanoruax 6poH30BOMY CUTEUKY /1A OTLIEKMBAHUA BUHA

1 aypHOMY HaBepLuuio (GyTNAPY KOMbA), CYMTAET, uTo
KOMM/IEKC 0THOCUTCA K duHany HaC, unm TpeTbeli 4eTBepTH
VIl B. go H.3. (bangpusckuin 2013, 354).

Ha Tepputopun MoayHasbs, B KypraHax y ¢. OcTpoBHoe
Apuwm3sckoro parioHa Ofecckoi 061acTv 6b10 HalkgeHo

4Kpome 3TUX HaxonoK, OTHOCUTENIbHO HEZJABHO CTajlo U3BECTHO O HAXOAKe
ellje IBYX OPHAMEHTUPOBAHHbBIX JINTHIX KOTJIOB C TOPU3OHTANIbHBIMU
PYUKaMMU, CTIOXKEHHBIX B GOTIBLION KIleMaHbl KOTen. STOT (Toka
HeoTTy6/IMKOBaHHbIM) Kaz 6buU1 HaitneH y c. [TaHoBLb BopiieBckoro paoHa
TepHotonbekoit obnactv (BanppiBebkuit 2014, 415).

° Inst xotna w3 111aiKoBLIOB U3BECTHbL PE3Y/bTATbl CTIEKTPOMETPUN
(Banppiscbkuit 2014, 310, puc. 156-6). [ins ero cruiaBa XapakTepHbl
TIPOTIOPLIMOHAJIBLHO CXOAHBlE BKIoUeHUs onosa (0,3-0,6%), cBuHua (0,4-
0,6%) 1 Mbuibsaka (0,2-0,6%).
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In the Danube region, inside the burial mounds near
the Ostrivne village, Artsyz district, Odesa region, three
cauldrons were found: two in barrow 1 (Anekceesa
1973) and one in barrow 3 (Anexceesa, [IBOPSHUHOB,
Yepros 1977). In barrow 1, excavated in 1972, both
cauldrons (one of which is enormous, on a conical foot,
with vertical and horizontal handles below the rim)
were filled with the bones of a bison, pig, cow and
sheep. The looted burial with the cauldrons, probably
due to the remains of iron armour and a bronze
arrowhead, was dated by the author of excavations to
the 6™ century BC (Anekceesa 1973, 253). However,
according to V. Murzin, it belongs to the 5™ century

BC (Myp3uH 1984, 45), possibly to the second half of
the century. Another cauldron from barrow 3, similar
to the find of 1972 (but smaller), was found north of
the “false” central burial pit and was half-filled with
animal bones. In the filling of the looted burial, bones
of a male skeleton, 18 bronze arrowheads, fragments of
a single-edged iron sword, bronze clothing ornaments,
fragments of armour, and gold and silver foil were
found. In addition, in the northern part of the pit, three
Heraclean amphorae with three-line englyphic stamps
were discovered, which initially dated back the burial
“to the late 5" or the first half of the 4™ century BC”
(Anexceesa, [IBopstHuHoB, YepHoB 1973, 259). Later,
the date of the burial (still unpublished, like other
graves from Ostrivne) was specified by S. Monakhov
within the first decade of the 4™ century BC. According
to his definitions, two Heraclean amphorae of type [
were found in the assemblage with the magistrate
stamp APIXTOK|AHZ APTONJ|AA and the reconstructed
stamp of the early manufacturer Satyrion LATY-
(MonaxoB 1999, 205-206), which allowed the

Tp¥ KOTa: ABa B KypraHe 1 (AnekceeBa 1973) 1 oaunH —

B KypraHe 3 (Anekceesa, [JBopAHnHOB, YepHoB 1977).

B KypraHe 1, packonaHHoM B 1972 r., 06a KoTna (oauH

13 KOTOPbIX — «OFPOMHBIX Pa3MepoB», Ha KOHUYECKOM
MOZLAOHE, C BEPTUKABbHBIMU W FOPU30HTANIbHBIMW PyYKaMu
HWKe Kpas) bbinn 3ano/IHeHbl KOCTAMM 3y6pa, CBUHBY,
KopoBbl 1 0BLbI. OrpabneHHoe norpedeHne, K KOTOpoOMy
OTHOCW/INCb KOT/Tbl, BEPOATHO, MO OCTaTKaM HeNe3Horo
MaHUMpA 1 TpexrpaHHOMY BPOH30BOMY HaKOHEUHMKY
CTpenbl 6610 AaTMPOBAHO aBTOPOM packomok VI B. 1o

H.3. (AnekceeBa 1973, 253); ogHako no MHeHuio B.HO.
Myp3wHa, oHo oTHOCKTCA K V B. A0 H.3. (Myp3uH 1984,

45), BO3MOMHO, KO BTOPOW NofioBuHe cToneTus. [pyroi
KOTeN 13 KypraHa 3, aHanornyHbiid Haxogke 1972 r. u,
BEpOATHO, MeHbLUero pa3mepa (OcTpoBepxos, PeanHa
2013, puc. 98/4, 5), 6bin 06HApYKEH K CEBEPY OT «/I0MHOM»
LIeHTPaIbHON MOTWIbHOM AMBI 1 HAMOJIOBKHY 3aMOIHeH
KOCTAMM MBOTHBIX. B 3anofiHeHnn orpabieHHoro
norpebeHus KypraHa Obin HaigeHbl KOCTU MYHKCKOro
CKeneTa, 18 HPOH30BbIX TPEXTPAHHbIX HAKOHEYHWUKOB CTPEN,
06/710MKI OAHONE3BUIHOTO He/e3HOTo Meva, OpoH30Bble
YKpaLleHUA oferabl, 00/10MKM 3aLUMTHOrO BOOPYHEHMS,
30n10Tan u cepebpsHan donbra. Kpome Toro, B nosboe, B
CEBEpHOIi YacTU AMbI 6blI 0GHAPYHKEHbI TPU repakseickue
amMpopbl C TPEXCTPOUHBIMU SHIINUYECKUMU KneliMamu,

Ha OCHOBE KOTOpbIX, M0 BCEVi BUAMMOCTH, MorpebeHue
nepBOHa4asbHO GbII0 NPOLATAPOBAHO «KOHLLOM V - NepBoii
nonoswHoii [V B. 10 H.3.» (AnekceeBa, [1BOpAHWHOB,

YepHos 1973, 259). Bnocneacteum aata norpebexuns (oo
CUX Mop HeonybIMKOBAHHOT 0, KaK U [Ipyrue KOMMJEKChI

13 OcTpoBHoro) 6bina ytouHeHa C.HO. MoHaxoBbiM B
npegenax nepaoro gecAtunetva IV B. o H.3. CornacHo

€ro onpefeneHnAM, B KOMMJIeKCe bbia 06HapYHeHb

[Be repaknenckie amdopbl | TMNa € MarncTpaTcknm



researcher to synchronize the burial with the Olbian
warehouse of 1947, the upper limit of which is the late
390s BC (MonaxoB 1999, 197).

Another cauldron from the left bank of the Lower
Danube was discovered in the burial mound 3 of the
“Mresnota Mohyla” group between the Vynohradivka
and Vladychen villages, Bolhrad district, Odesa region.
In burial 1 (connected to a cauldron inside the mound
and covered with stone slabs), an iron armour shirt and
a shield, three amphorae, a kyathos, a gold appliqué on
a wooden bowl], and a black-glazed skyphos were found
despite the looting (I'ynkoBa n gp. 1984, 73-76, puc. 42-
44; PenvHa 1992, 84; OctpoBepxos, Penuna 2013, 381,
puc. 94/8; 96/7; 98/6). A. Ostroverkhov and E. Redina
dated back this assemblage (along with a barrow near
Cioburciu village) to the second or third quarter of the
5% century BC (OctpoBepxoB, Penuta 2013, 382). Indeed,
the Attic black-glazed skyphoi, similar to the item from
barrow 3 of the Mresnota Mogyla group, appear in the
second quarter of the 5™ century BC (Sparkes, Talcott
1970, 84). S. Monakhov, who studied de visu two of

the three amphorae, considers them unique products,
reminiscent of the Thasian amphorae of the second half
of the 5™ century BC, although different in the shape of
the rim, handles and colour. According to his conclusion,
morphological features such as a high neck and conical
body allow the date of the burial within “the third
quarter of the 5™ century BC” (MoHaxoB 1999, 140).

There is no reliable archaeological context for other
Scythian cauldrons of the Lower Danube. Nevertheless,
the finds of Scythian cauldrons, in combination with
the “stray” finds of Scythian anthropomorphic statues,
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knerimom APIZTOK|AHZ APTON|AA u peKoHCTpyMpyembiM
KneiiMoM paHHero dabpuraHTa Catvpuora ZATY-
(MoHaxoB 1999, 205-206), 4To NO3BOMIO UCCNea0BaTENO
CUHXPOHM3MPOBATb NOrpebeHne C OSIbBUICKUM CKIAA0M
1947 r., BepxHAA rpaH1La KOToporo — KoHew, 90-X IT.

IV B. 10 H.3., @ CaM CKNag cobmpanca Ha MpoTAKEHUN
necatuneTtus (MoHaxos 1999, 197).

Eule oonH KoTen Ha neBobeperbe HukHero [yHas 6bin
0bHapy#KeH B KypraHe 3 rpynnsl «MpecHoTa Morunax»
Memy cenamu Bunorpagoska n Bnagbiuenb Bonrpagckoro
paiioHa Ofecckoii obnactu. B morpebeHnm 1, k koTopomy
OTHOCUNCA BMYLLEHHBIA B HAChINb KypraHa 1 NepeKpbITbIi
KaMeHHbIMU NIMTaMu KOTeJl, HECMOTPA Ha orpabnexue,
ObINM HaiieHbl ene3Hble HAbopHble NaHUMpHanA pybaxa
U WKT, Tpy amdopsl, Knad, 3010Tan annanKauma Ha
AepeBAHHYI0 yaLlly, YepHoaKoBbil ckudoc (Myakosa

n ap. 1984, 73-76, puc. 42-44; PegnHa 1992, 84;
OctpoBepxos, Peanna 2013, 381, puc. 94/8; 96/7; 98/6).
A.C. OcTpoBepxoB 1 E.®. PegnHa oTHEC/IM 3TOT KOMIMJEKC,
BMeCTe C KypraHoMm y c. Yobpyuu, Ko BTOpoi — TpeTbel
yeTBepTn V B. 8o H.3. (OcTpoBepxos, PeanHa 2013, 382).
[lefcTBUTENBHO, aTTUHECKME YEPHOIAKOBbIE CKUGOCHI,
nofobHble 3K3eMNAAPY U3 KypraHa 3 MpecHoTbl Morusibl,
NOABAAITCA BO BTOPON YeTBepTyn V B. [0 H.3. (Sparkes,
Talcott 1970, 84). C.0. MoHaxoB, u3yunLumii de visu Be
amdopbl U3 Tpex, CYATAET UX YHUKANBbHBIMU N3[eNNAMY,
HanoMuHaoLwwmmMm amdopbl dacoca BTOPOIA NONOBUHBI

V B. IO H.3., XOTA 1 OTNINYAIOLWMMUCA OT PACOCCKUX
amdop dopmoii BeHua, pyyek u usetom. CornacHo ero
3aK/I04eHMI0, Takne MOpPdONOrMyecKre NpU3HaKK, Kak
BbICOKOE FOP/I0 U KOHUYECKOE TY/I0BO, NMO3BONAIOT OTHECTU
[aHHbBIA KOMMEKC K TpeTbel YeTBepTv V B. 10 H.3.
(MoHaxoB 1999, 140).



144

Find of 2002 from Saharna Mare. A Scythian cauldron in a Getian hillfort?

mark a direct Scythian presence (Sirbu 2019, 373),
most likely not earlier than the late 6™ century or

the turn of the 6™-5™ centuries BC. Indeed, there is a
stable correlation between the finds of cauldrons and
anthropomorphic sculptures of the Scythian period,
and their appearance could be hardly explained by
“imports”, “influences” or “intercultural contacts”
(Topal 2019, 96). The main concentrations of both
cauldrons and statues tend to coincide, for example,
on the Dniester and Western Podolia, Bukovina. On
the contrary, in the centre of Romanian Moldova

and Bessarabia, where we observe many Scythian
complexes and things (including weapons), neither
Scythian statues nor Scythian cauldrons have yet been
found (Topal 2019, fig. 1). As an additional argument,
one can cite information about the dynamics of the
most important stronghold of the east of the Lower
Danube - the Kartal settlement near the Orlivka
village, Reni district of Odesa region, which was
periodically used either as a “bridgehead” or as a
“castle” from the Eneolithic to the Middle Ages (Bpysiko
2019, 246). There was no full-fledged settlement in
Kartal in the second half of the 7™ - late 5™ centuries
BC (Bpysiko 2019, 250). That indicates, in our opinion,
that during the period of the most active phase of the
nomadic movement to the west, the river boundary in
the east of the Lower Danube was permeable for the
Scythians. On the territory of Dobrudja, near Castelu,
not far from Medgidia, Constanta County, a cast bronze
cauldron was discovered (Aricescu 1965, 565-570,

fig. 1; Sirbu 2015, 55, fig. 4), which, unfortunately,
could not be associated with a reliable archaeological
context. In addition, bronze cauldrons are known to
the west, in Wallachia. Findings of cauldrons from

Y apyrux ckndckmnx Kotnos HumHero [lyHaa npakTuyeckm
OTCYTCTBYET AOCTOBEPHbIA apXE0N0rMYECKNIA KOHTEKCT.
TeMm He MeHee B COYETaHWUM C TaKUMU He «CyYaiHbIMW»
Haxo4KaMu CKUDCKMX U3BAAHNIA HAXOAKN CKUDCKMX KOTNIOB
YKa3bIBatoT Ha HENoCpeaCcTBEHHOE CKUACKOe NpUCYTCTBUE
(Strbu 2019, 373), BepoATHee BCero, He paHee KoHLa

VI B. unn pake pybera VI-V BB. 0o H.3. [leiicTBUTENbHO,
MeMdy HaXoAKaMu KOTNOB 1 @HTPONOMOPdHbLIMU
M3BAAHMAMM CKUGCKOrO BPEMEHW, MOAB/IEHNE KOTOPbIX
C/IOMHO 0BBACHUTD MPOCTO UMMOPTAMM, BUAHUAMM 1N
MEMKY/IbTYPHBIMU KOHTaKTaMu, Habmlo4aeTca ycToiumsan
koppenauua (Topal 2019, 96). OcHOBHble CKOMMEHUA KaK
KOT/IOB, TaK W CTeJ, KaK NpaBuio, COBMNaAatoT, Hampumep,
Ha [Hectpe v B 3anagHom lNogonbe - BykosuHe.
HanpoTuB, B LIeHTpe pyMbiHCKo Mongosbl 1 beccapabum,
rae Mbl HabmoJaeM MHOMKECTBO CKUPCKUX KOMMIEKCOB W
BeLLelt (B TOM YMC/e OpYHKUs), MOKa He 0OHapyHMBaeTcA
HW CKUCKMX M3BaAHWIA, HW cKndCKMx KoTnos (Topal 2019,
fig. 1). B kayecTBe AONONHUTENLHOMO apryMeHTa MOHHO
MpVBECTW CBEAEHNA O AMHAMVIKE BarKHeMLIero OrnopHoro
MyHKTa BocToka HukHero MoayHasba - ropoauwa Kaptan
y ¢. OpnoBKa Peuiickoro paiioHa Opecckoii obnacty,
KOTOpOe C 3HeoNnTa A0 CPeAHEBEKOBLA NEPUOANYECKN
1CNoNb30BaNO0Ch TO B PO «MNiaLAapMar, TO B POSn
«3aMKa» (Bpyako 2019, 246). Co BTOpOI NonosuHb! VIl fo
KoHua V BB. A0 H.3. NOMIHOLLeHHOe nocenexve B KapTane
otcyTcTByeT (Bpyako 2019, 250), yTo, Ha Haw B3rNAg,
CBUAETENbCTBYET 0 06 a6CONMIOTHOM NPOHMLLIAEMOCTH
peyHoro pybera Ha BocToke HurkHero [yHan B nepuof
Hambonee aKkTUBHOM ha3bl NPOABUKEHNA CKMGDOB Ha 3amaf.
Ha Tepputopum [obpyau, y Kacteny, Henoganexy ot
Mepmuanm yesna KoHcTaHua, Obin 06HapyHeH nUToil
6poH30BbI KoTen (Aricescu 1965, 565-570, fig. 1; Sirbu
2015, 55, fig. 4), KOTOpbIA, K COXKaNeHMto, He yaanocb



the Ograda and Scortaru Vechi (Sirbu 2015, fig. 2, 3;
Parvan 1926, fig. 1) testify to the Scythian exit to the
Baragan Plain. A stray find of a bronze cauldron near
the Ograda village, [alomita County, is displayed in the
Lower Danube Museum in Calarasi and was recently
introduced into the scientific circuit by V. Strbu (2015,
54). Another cauldron was found near the Scortaru
Vechi village, Brdila County, and published by V. Parvan
(1926, 9). V. Sirbu (2015, 55) later provided some
additional details: the cauldron was found in 1899 at
the top of the embankment of the destroyed Dinghiliu
burial mound, at a depth of about three meters, and
was also filled with bones.

Another concentration of cauldrons of the Scythian
period is associated with the Lower Dniester.
Unfortunately, due to the loss of information about the
context of the discovery of the cauldron from Rascdietii
Noi (fig. 8/3, 4), it is not possible to associate the find
with one or another Scythian secondary burial of the
mound. In addition, the grave goods of other Scythian
burials of mound 1 do not allow their dating more
precisely than within the 4™ century BC. However, the
vertical-handled cauldron from Rascaietii Noi most
likely dates back to earlier times. This can also be
indicated by a bronze pommel found on this mound in
1953. Stylistically, it is associated with a pommel from
the Zashchita mound (Boxkin 1970, 187, puc. 1/1, 2) of
the early 5" century BC and a pommel from the Ulyap
burial mound excavated in 1909 and dated back within
mid-5™ century BC (JleckoB 2015, 96). It seems that a
further stylization of the image can be traced on the
item from Rascdietii Noi, reaching its highest stage,
when a bird’s beak is only guessed in the curls of the
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CBA3aTb C onpefeneHHbIM apXxeonornyeckuM KOHTEKCTOM.
Kpome Toro, 6poH30Bble KOT/Ibl U3BECTHBI 11 3anagHee,

B Banaxum. O ckndckom Bbixoge B BaparaHckyto cTenb,
BO3MOHO, CBUAETE/LCTBYIOT HAX0KM KOT/0B 3 Orpagbl

1 Cropuapy-Bekb (Sirbu 2015, fig. 2, 3; Parvan 1926,

fig. 1). CnyyaiiHan HaxoaKa 6poH30Boro Kotna y ¢. Orpaga
ye3na finomuua xpanntca B Mysee HuwHero [yHas B
Kanapalub 1 HeiaBHo bbia BBEEHA B HayYHbIi 060poT B.
Coipby (Sirbu 2015, 54). [ipyroii KoTen 6bin 06HAPYHEH y C.
Cropuapy-Bekb ye3pa bpauna v onybnukosaH B. MbipeaHom
(Parvan 1926, 9). B. Cbipby no3e npuses JONONHUTE/NbHbIE
nofpobHOCTU — KoTen bbin HaigeH B 1899 r. Ha BeplumMHe
HaCbINU paspyLUeHHoro KypraHa JuHrunany, Ha ry6uHe
OKOJ10 TPEX METPOB, K TOMY e 6bl/l 3aM0JHEH KOCTAMU
(Sirbu 2015, 55).

Ellle 0gHa KOHLIEHTpALWMA HaXxo4OK KOT/I0B CKUPCKOro
BpemeHn cBA3aHa ¢ HuwHumM [iHectpom. K coranennto,
13-3a yTpaTbl CBEIEHNI O KOHTEKCTE 0GHAPYHEHNA KOTNA
y HoBbix Packariuos (puc. 8/3, 4) He npeacTaBnAeTca
BO3MOMHbIM CBA3ATb €r0 HaX0AKY C TeM UK MHbIM
CKUPCKUM BrYCKHBIM norpebeHneM KypraHa. K Tomy ke,
VHBEHTapb ApYrux CKUbCKMX norpebeHnii KypraHa 1 He
no3BoNAET AATUPOBATb UX YiKe, yeM B npegenax IV B.

10 H.3. OfHaKO KOTeN C BepTUKANbHBIMK pyYKaMu U3
Packaeumit Hoii, ckopee Bcero, 0THOCUTCA K 6oniee paHHeMy
BpeMeHuW. Ha 3To MOMeT yKa3sbiBaTb 6pOH30BOE HABepLUME,
HangeHHoe Ha 3TOM KypraHe B 1953 r. CTUANCTNYECKN OHO
CBA3AHO C HaBepluneM u3 KypraHa 3awwmta (bokiin 1970,
187, puc. 1/1, 2) Hayana V B. 0 H.3. U HaBepLUMEM U3
Ynbckoro KypraHa 2 1909 r. cepeautbl V B. 1o H.3. (Jleckos
2015, 96). Moxome, 4To Ha 3K3emnnApe n3 Packaeumn

Hoit npocneuBaeTca fanbHeiiwan ctuamsaumsa obpasa,
[OCTUraloWan CBOeN BbiCLLIEeH CTaAWKW, KOTAa KAIOB yiKe
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Fig. 8. Scythian bronze cauldrons from the NMHM collection: 1-3 - Rascdietii Noi, barrow 1; 4 - Saharna Mare hillfort; 5, 6 - Nicolscoe,
barrow 15; 7, 8 - Nikolskoe, barrow 14.
Puc. 8. Ckudcrmre 6poH30Bble KOTbl 13 Konekumn HMUM: 1-3 - Packaeuuii Hoil, kyprax 1; 4 - ropoguwie CaxapHa Mape; 5, 6 - HukonbcKoe,
KypraH 15; 7, 8 - HukonbcKoe, KypraH 14.



upper part of the pommel. However, the pronounced
cere and relief eye still emphasize the resemblance to
the head of a bird of prey or a gryphon. The image on
this pommel is much closer to the golden ornaments

of wooden bowls in the shape of the heads of birds of
prey from barrow 1 of Zavadska Mohyla, barrow 15 of
the Pereshchepine burial ground, mound 411 at Pekari,
mounds 1 and 2 at Yablonivka, mound 4 at Beresnyahy,
Artsyz barrow, and the barrow 3 of Mresnota Mogyla,
discussed above. It is known that these golden plaques
for the wooden bowls appeared in the steppe region no
earlier than the middle of the 5" century BC; moreover,
they appear performed in a much more stylized manner
than in the forest-steppe regions (Maxoptbix 2019, 479).
In addition, the secondary burial 7 from the nearest
excavated mound 2 near Rascaietii Noi, where a plaque
with the image of a curled predator was found, also
belongs to the mid-5™ century BC (SIposoit 1990, 36-37,
puc. 13). It is therefore very likely that the cauldron
from mound 1 at Rascdietiii Noi dates to the end of the
Middle Scythian period or the middle (third quarter) of
the 5% century BC.

In barrow 45 of the Dubdsari group, in addition to a
bronze cauldron (fig. 9), three amphorae were found,
two of which were restored. Two pink-clay amphorae
(including the fragmented one) are identified as Chios
with a cap-shaped foot, V-B variant (according to S.
Monakhov). This variation appeared no earlier than
the turn of the 5%-4™ centuries BC and was produced
for about a century (Moxaxos 2003, 21-22). Another
yellow-clay amphora belongs to the Mendean items
of 1I-B or Porticello variant of the first two decades of
the 4™ century BC (MoHaxoB 2003, 91-92). Therefore,
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TONbKO yraAblBaeTCA B 3aBUTKax BEPXHEN YacTW HaBepLUNA,
HO BblpaeHHaA BOCKOBMLA W peibedHbIN a3 noKa ele
NOAYEPKMBAET CXOACTBO C FOIOBOW XWLHOW NTULLbI UK
rpudoHa. 306parkeHne Ha 3TOM HaBEpLLMM ropasao
OnmKe K 30/10TbIM 00MBKAM f1epeBAHHbIX Yall B popMe
rofIoB XWLHbLIX NTUL, 3 KypraHa 1 3aBafckon Morunl,
KypraHa 15 lepeLlenMHCcKoro MorunbHKKa, Kyprana 411
y Mewrapeit, kypraHos 1 v 2 y A6NOHOBKY, KypraHa 4

y BepecTHar, KypraHa y Apuu3a u, 4To HeMasnoBaHo,
KypraHa 3 MpecHoToi Morunbl, paCCMOTPEHHOTO BbILLE.
113BeCTHO, 4TO B CTENW 3T HaKNALKM NOABNAOTCA He
paHee cepeamHbl V B. 40 H.3., K TOMY e UCMONHEHHbIMK
B ropas[o 605ee CTWIM30BaHHOM MaHepe, YeM B
necocTenHblx pernoHax (MaxopTbix 2019, 479). Kpome
TOro, k cepeanHe V B. O H.3. OTHOCUTCA BMYCKHOE
norpebeHue 7 U3 bamKaLlero packonaHHoro KypraHa 2
y Packaeuuii Hoid, B KOTOpoM bbina HaliaeHa basxa ¢
1306pareHneM CBEPHYBLLErOCA XWLLHUKa (ApoBoit 1990,
36-37, puc. 13). Takum 06pa3oM, BbICOKa BEPOATHOCTb
TOro, 4TO KOTen U3 KypraHa 1y Packaeuuin Holi cBA3aH ¢
dnHanom cpegHeckMCKOro nepuoga Unu cepesnHon —
TpeTbeii YeTBepTbio V B. [0 H.3.

B RypraHe 45 rpynnbi «[ly6occapckie KypraHbl» KpoMe
6poH30B0Oro Kotna (puc. 9) bin 0bHAPYHKEHbI TPH
amdopbl, [1Be 13 KOTOpbIX OblN pecTaBpupoBaHbl. [Be
pO30BOrMHAHbIE aMdopbl (BKNoYaA GparMeHTUPOBaHHYIO)
onpefenAnTCA KaK XMOCCKME C KONMAYKOBUOHON HOMKOM
BapuanTa V-B no C.HO. MoHaxoBy, KoTopble NOABUANCH He
paHee pybera V-1V BB. 40 H.3. 1 MPOU3BOAMIUCD €LLle OKOJI0
ctonetna (Monaxos 2003, 21-22). [Ipyras, senTornMHAHan
amdopa 0THOCUTCA K MeHAelickuM amdopam BapuaHTa |I-B
(MopTnyenno) no C. HO0. MoHaxoBy — nepBbIX ABYX
necatunetuit IV B. oo H.3. (MoHaxos 2003, 91-92). MoaTomy
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Fig. 9. Scythian bronze cauldron from the NMHM collection: 1-4 - Dubdsari, barrow 45.
Puc. 9. Ckudpcrmre 6poH30Bble KoTbl 13 Konnekumn HMUM: 1-4 - [ly6occapsl, KypraH 45.



the dating of the assemblage within the first quarter
of the 4™ century BC could be accepted (Ketpapy w ap.
2014, 217; ITonun 2014, 423).

Unfortunately, due to the complete looting of the
central burials of mounds 14 and 15 near Nicolscoe

(hig. 8/5-8), isn't easy to judge their chronological
position. The secondary burial of mound 14 was laid
out not much later than the main burial and dates from
the late 5™ century at the latest. The primary burial,
connected with the cauldron, is probably dated back

to the same period, as well as mound 15. It is possible
to suppose that the cauldron accompanied the main
burial 1 in barrow 1 near the Cioburciu village but was
carried away during the looting (ArynsHukos, Cy660TUH
1997, 182-186). This, according to the authors of the
excavations, was indicated by the presence of animal
bones in the infill, some of which are intensely coloured
green (ArynsbHukoB, Anturenko 1990, 3; Agulnicov

2003, 40). Despite the dating of the amphora to the
second quarter of the 5™ century BC (according to

N. Leipunskaya), the author of the excavations raises

the date of burial by arrowheads (sic!) to the “end of the
5% century BC” (Agulnicov 2003, 43). At the same time,
Chian plump-throated amphorae of the I1I-B variant
(according to S. Monakhov) appear in the 480-470s BC
and became especially popular during the second quarter
of the 5™ century BC. Then, in the middle of the century,
these amphorae are replaced by a late swollen-throated
variant with an interception on the neck (Moxaxos 2003,
18, Tabn. 7/1-3), like the vessel from Cioburciu. Therefore,
the most relevant date for the burial from Cioburciu
could be the third quarter of the 5™ century BC, which
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MOMHO COMMACUTHCA C AATUPOBKON KOMMEKCA B PAMKax
nepsoit YetBeptvt IV B. o0 H.3. (KeTpapy v ap. 2014, 217,
MonuH 2014, 423).

K coraneHuto, BBIIY MOSHOrO OrpabfeHns 0CHOBHbIX
norpeberuii kypraHoB 14 1 15 y Hukonbckoro (puc. 8/5-8)
C/IOMHO CyaUTb 06 MX XPOHOMOrMYECKOM No3uumn. BnyckHoe
norpebexue KypraHa 14 6bio COBEPLLEHO HEHAMHOMO
M03*e OCHOBHOIO W, CyAA N0 BCEMY, OTHOCUTCA KO BpEMeHU
He no3gHee KoHua V B. [0 H.3. BepoATHO, K 3TOMy BpemeHu
OTHOCWUTCS U OCHOBHOE MOrpebeHue, C KOTOpbIM CBA3aHA
AMa C KOT/IOM, a TaKMe KypraH 15. Bo3amMoxHo, KoTen
COMpOBOXAAN OCHOBHOE Morpebenne 1 B KypraHe 1y

¢. Yobpyum (ArynbHurkos, Cy66oTnH 1997, 182-186), n

6bin yHeceH Bo BpeMs orpabnieHns. Ha 370, no MHeHuto
ABTOPOB PACKOMOK, YKa3blBaeT HaM4YMe KOCTEN HUBOTHBIX
B 3arM0JIHEHNH, YACTb U3 KOTOPbIX MHTEHCKMBHO OKpalleHa

B 3e/1eHbli UBeT (ArynbHuKoB, AHTUNEHKo 1990, 3;
Agulnicov 2003, 40). HecMoTpAa Ha faTUpoBKy amdopbl
BTOpOW 4eTBepThio V B. 40 H.3. no H.A. JlefinyHcKoi, aBTop
PaCKOMOK MNOBbILAET JaTy norpebeHns No HakoHeYHKam
ctpen (sic!) po «koHua V B. 8o H.3.» (Agulnicov 2003, 43).
IMpu 3TOM xnocckue nyxnoropnble amdopbl Bapuanta llI-B
no C.H0. MoHaxoBy nossnaoTcA B 480-470-€ IT. 0 H.3.

1 MONb3YoTCA 0COH60M MOMYNAPHOCTBIO HA NMPOTAKEHNM
BTOPOIi YeTBepTH V B. 0 H.3., CMEHAACH 3aTeM, B

cepefmnHe CToNeTuA, NO3AHEeNyX10ropsbiM BApUaHTOM C
nepexsaToM Ha ropnie (MoHaxos 2003, 18, Tabn. 7/1-3), k
KOTOPOMY U OTHOCUTCA 3K3emnnAp u3 Yobpyyeit. MoaTomy
ONTUMasIbHOM faToi Ana norpebenus u3 HYobpyueii cnemyet
cynTaThb TPETbIO YeTBepTb V B. 40 H.3., YTO NO3BONAET
CMHXPOHU3MPOBATb 3TOT KOMIJIEKC C KypraHoM 3 MpecHoTo
Morubl.
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allows us to synchronize this assemblage with the burial
mound 3 of the Mresnota Mohyla group.

First of all, it should be noted that the overwhelming
majority of cauldron finds (12 out of 17) in the
Carpathian-Dniester region are associated in one way
or another with burial mounds or burials. It seems that
the earliest finds of cauldrons were found in the north
of the area: the cauldron from the Shvaikivtsi from a
burial mound of the third quarter of the 7™ century can
be attributed to the Early Scythian period, and probably,
the stray find from Iacobeni also belongs to that time.

It is also possible to assign the find from Ivane-Puste

to the Early Scythian period (or to the early Middle
Scythian). Assemblages with cauldrons from the Lower
Dniester and the Lower Danube date to the middle of
the 5™ century BC at the earliest, while the majority of
the cauldrons belongs to the third quarter of the century
and then disappear in the early 4™ century BC. The
chronological position of the stray finds could hardly

be determined. However, the cauldron from Ograda
most likely belongs to the third quarter - the second
half of the 5™ century BC by analogy with an item from
Rascaietii Noi. The design of the cauldron from Scortaru
Vechi is so original, and even A. Melyukova decided that
it rather belongs to the Hunnic (sic!) period (Mentoxosa
1979, 8). Of course, it is tempting to associate this
cauldron with the Saka three-legged cauldrons, known
from the 5™ century BC mainly on the territory of the
Seven Rivers or Zhetysu (Demuzerko 2008, 39-40;

I xymambexoBa, basapbaesa 2013, 35; Cracckast 2017,
20). Nevertheless, despite some typical technological
details (the shape of the bottom, and the location of the
“legs”), there are also fundamental differences with the

Mperae Bcero obpallaeT Ha cebs BHUMaHME TOT BaKT, uTo
nogasnatoLLlee 60MbWMHCTBO HAXOA0K KOT0B (12 13 17)

B Kapnaro-lTogHecTpoBbe, Tak 1 nHave, CBA3aHO C
KYpraHHbIMI MOTUIbHUKAMM, HACBINAMW WX MOrPebeHNAMMU.
loxosKe, 4To Hanbonee paHHUe HAX04KM KOT/IOB
0OHapYMBAIOTCA HA CEBEPE PETMOHA — K HUM TOYHO MOMKHO
OTHEeCTM KOTeN U3 KypraHHoro norpedexus y LLiBaiikoBLoB
TpeTbeit YetBepTyn VIl B. [0 H.3. M 3K3eMnnsAp u3 AKobeHb.
B03M0*HO, paHHECKNPCKMM BpeMEHEM (M HAYaIoOM
CpedHecKMdCKOro) aaTupyeTca n Haxoaka u3 Vsaxe-
[Mycte. Komnnekcol ¢ Kotnamm u3 HuHero MogHecTpoBbA
1 HuHero lNMofyHaBbA OTHOCATCA KO BPEMEHU He paHee
cepefuHbl V B. 40 H.3., NPV 3TOM OCHOBHAA Macca KOT0B
[aTupyeTcA TpeTbel YEeTBEPTbIO CTONETHA, @ 3aTEM OHU
ncyesatoT B Hadane 1V B. o H.3. HeCKONbKO CoxHee

CO C/ly4alHbIMU HaxofKamu, XoTa KoTen n3 Orpaabl,
BEpPOATHEee BCero, 0THOCUTCA K TPeTben YeTBepTu — BTOPON
nonosuHe V B. [0 H.3. N0 aHANOMMM C 3K3EMMIAPOM U3
HoBbix Packanuos. Koten u3 Ckopuapy-Bexb HacTonbKo
HeoGbl4eH Mo CBOEMY UCMOJHEHNIO, YTo Aaxe AM.
MentoKoBa pelumna 0THECTH ero K F'yHHCKOW 3noxe
(Mentorkosa 1979, 8). KoHeuHo, BenMK cobnasH cBaA3aTh
3TOT KOTEN C CaKCKUMM TPEXHOTVMMM KOT/IaMK, U3BECTHBIMU
¢ V B. 10 H.3. IMaBHbIM 06pa3oM Ha Tepputopun CeMupeydbs
(OemnaeHko 2008, 39-40; [xymamberoBa, basapbaesa
2013, 35; Cnacckana 2017, 20). Tem He MeHee, HECMOTPA Ha
HEKOTOPYI0 0OLWHOCTb TEXHOMOTUYECKIX AeTaneil (popma
[Ha, PaCrosioKeHNE HOMKEK), eCTb ¥ NPUHLMNUATIBbHBIE
PasnnumnA C CEMUPEYEHCKUMM KoTNaMu. Tak, Hanpumep, Ha
BCeX 6e3 UCKMIYeHUA TPEXHOTVX KOTaX CEMUPEYEHCKOro
TVMa OTCYTCTBYIOT BEPTUKANbHBIE PYYKM HA BEHLIE, HOMKM
ropasfo BbILE W, KaK Npasunio, opopMeHsl B 3BEPUHOM
CTUNe, BepEBOYHbI OPHAMEHT Ha TYNI0BE HE HAXOAUT
aHanorum.



Seven Rivers cauldrons. For example, all three-legged
cauldrons of the Zhetysu type (without exception) have
no vertical handles on the rim, the legs are much higher
and usually decorated in animal style, and the rope
ormament on the body has no equivalent in Asia.

There is a significant chronological difference between
the northern group (forest-steppe, Bukovina-Podolia) of
cauldrons and the southern one (steppe, Lower Danube-
Lower Dniester). At the same time, the chronological
priority remains with the first, northern group, where
Scythian cauldrons are known since the middle of

the 7* century BC. Bronze cast cauldrons (with their
carriers, of course) penetrated the steppe 150-200 years
later, as well as burials of warriors, which appear in the
steppe region in the west no earlier than the middle

of the 5™ century BC. Most assemblages (and, most
likely, stray finds) of bronze cauldrons also belong to
the second half of the 5" century BC. The unique find
from the Saharma Mare hillfort probably belongs to

this time and is the latest cauldron discovered within
the settlements. And the Saharna find itself raises
several important, but so far, unfortunately, unresolved
questions such as: How did the Scythian cauldron get
into the Getian fortified settlement, since such things
are directly related to the Scythian warrior elites

and can hardly be considered as an object of trade

or exchange? Or, was it cast in the Saharna Mare or
was it brought along? And if it was brought along,

was it delivered intact or fragmented? And the most
important question: was it a gift, a trophy or the result
of the looting of a burial mound?
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TakuM 06pa3oM, HaMLO CyLLeCTBEHHAA Pa3HULA BO
BPEMEHWN MEHKAY YC/IOBHO CEBEPHON (NeCOCTENHON,
OYKOBMHCKOI-MOA0MBCKO) rPYMMOi KOT/IOB U 0XHOVA
(cTenHoM, HUKHeBYHAWCKON-HUKHeHeCTPOBCKOW). Mpu
3TOM 6e3YC/I0BHbIN XPOHOOrMYECKHMIA MPUOPUTET OCTAETCSA
3a NepBoK, B paMKax KOTOPOMN KOT/Ibl U3BECTHbI C CepeyHbI
VII B. 5o H.3. BpoH30Bble UTbIE KOT/IbI (BMECTE CO CBOMMM
HOCWTENAMM) MPOHUKAIOT B CTenb Ha 150-200 neT nosske,
KaK, COBCTBEHHO, W «BOMHCKME» MOrpebasibHbIe KOMMEKCHI,
KOTOpbIe NMOABNAOTCA B CTEMHbIX PErMOHaX Ha 3anaje

He paHee cepeuHbl V B. 0 H.3. Ko BTOpOW nonoBuHe

V B. [10 H.3. OTHOCUTCA 1 6NbLLAA YACTb KOMMEKCOB (U,

o BCeii BUAMMOCTH, C/ly4aiiHblX HAX040K) OPOH30BbIX
KOT/IOB, NPW 3TOM AHECTPOBCKME KypraHbl C KOTAamu B
CpefiHEM HEMHOTO MO3AHee AyHAWCKUX 1 LaTUpyoTCA
nocnegHei YetsepTblo V - Havanom |V B. oo H.3. BepoATHo,
K 3TOMY BpeMeH! OTHOCUTCA W e AMHCTBEHHAA HAX0AKa

c retckoro ropoauia y Caxapra Mape. bonee Toro, no
BCEN BUAUMOCTU, 3TO CaMblii MO3AHNUIA «MOCENEHYECKUIA»
KoTen. 3aTeMm, B Hayane IV B. 10 H.3. ¥X CTaHOBUTCA
3HAUNTE/IbHO MeHblLIE, YTOBbI K KOHLY BTOPOW YeTBEPTH
CTONETUA OKOHYATENBHO UCHE3HYTh U3 KyNbTYPHBIX MPaKTUK
Hacenenua cteneit CeBepo-3anagHoro MpuyepHoMopbA.

Haxopgka n3 CaxapHbl NOAHAMAET HECKOMIbKO BAXHEMLINX,
HO MOKa, K COMaeHnto, HepeLlaemblX BOMPOCOoB. KaknMm
06pa3oM CKUDCKUIA KOTEN OKA3asCA Ha FETCKOM rOpOAMNLLE,
YUMTbIBAA, YTO TaKWe BELLW MMEIOT NPAMOE OTHOLLEHNe

K CKUGDCKON BOOPYHEHHON 3/1Te U BPAA I MOTYT
paccMaTpuBaTbCA Kak 06beKT TOProB/M UK 0bMeHa?

Bbin i KoTen oTuT B CaxapHe Unm e Hbin NpuBe3eH?
Ecnu npuBeseH — To B KayecTBe nofapka, Tpoden nam B
pe3ynbTaTe orpabneHus KypraHa?
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