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In what follows, we shall make a presentation of the finds that concern the
civil Dacian settlement! on the Moigrad lnoll.

Known in the historical literature of this period, due to some finds, as having
a strong ritual character? that had initially been interpreted as funeral monuments3,
the Moigrad lanoll appears to us more and more as a great fortified Dacian settle-
ment, within which - as in some other cases - there can be also identified unques-
tionable ritual complexes, adjoining the numerous elements which are specific to a
civil settlement?.

Therefore, starting from 1958, there have been discovered 243 pits, 43 fire-
places, 4 deepened dwellings, 8 ovens and 28 so-called "ceramical platforms”. It is
quite possible that some worse-preserved ovens, due to some condition, have been
counted as fireplaces, but this fact will not fundamentally change the data of the
problem5.

Another detail that deserves to be mentioned is the fact that from among the
243 pits already discovered, at least 45 are pits of heavy stanchions for Roman
buildings, 2 pits of heavy Dacian stanchions, 5 are prehistorical pits. The rest (191)
are Dacian ritual or for provisions pits.

As far as the so-called "ceramical platforms" are concerned, we stand for
their identification with shallow dwellings. These "ceramical platforms" include in
their stock broken vessels, burned and unburned bones as well as some other
things specific to everyday life. Their form are irregular. They often suppose a
fireplace and more frequently, pits. Such being the case, we consider them as shal-
low dwellings built on wood beams, because of their high level of volcanic rock,
which is specific to the Moigrad knoll. These beams have left behind no archaeo-
logical traces that could have been detected.

The older researchers made some investigations which regarded especially
the eastern and south-eastern part of the plateau, between 1958-19596, that was
over | km in perimeter and a surface of 7 hectares, being on an maximal altitude of
514m(pl. 1). '

Generally, the deepened dwellings of the Moigrad knoll have a circular plan
and they penetrate the rock from about 0.3-0.4 m to 0.7 m. The roof is made up of
two slopes and it is supported by stanchions situated within this construction,
which deepens even 0.6 m under the inner level of the stepping. It varies from 2 to
3.5 in diameter. None of this type of dwellings has an inner fireplace. This type of
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dwelling is dated by the 1st century B.C.7 This sort of dwellings has in its stock
pottery, bones, small tools and stones which had fallen from the roof very probably
made of straw (or thatch).

Like shallow dwellings, which are dated in the 15t century A.D., the deepened
dwellings were found in only two thirds of the whole area of the plateau of the knoll,
which measures 70.000 sqm.Therefore, the 45.000 sqm used during 250 years before
the Roman conquest are mostly represented by the borders of the plateau, which
were sheltered from the winds due'to a diminished altitude, compared with the top of
the hill. From the 70.000 sqm of the platform, there were systematically investigated
only about 3730.35 sqm (5.32%), starting with 1958. In this surface there were found
193 Dacian pits (2 of them have stanchions, 79 from the 15t century B.C., 31 from
the 15t century A.D. and the rest undated), 43 fireplaces, 8 ovens, 4 deepened
dwellings (15t century B.C.) and 28 shallow ones (15t century A.D.).

An estimation on the whole surface that could have been dwelt - 45.000 sqm -
would give figures hard to be accepted: 2931 pits (240 from the 15! century B.C,,
373 from the 15 century A.D. and the rest undated); 518 fireplaces, 96 ovens, 48
deepened dwellings (from the 15t century B.C.) and 337 shallow dwellings (from
the 15t century A.D.). The proportion dwellings - pits would be 1 dwelling/7.6 pits
(for the 1t century B.C. 1 dwelling/19.7 pits and for the 15t century A.D. 1
dwelling/1.1 pits), an unusual situation for a La Téne D settlement®.

If we took into consideration a five-member? family we would get a commu-
nity of 240 inhabitants for the 15t century B.C. and 1685 for the 15t century A.D.* on
condition that all the dwellings were contemporary, which is impossible from the
very beginning.

The actual stage of the investigation does not allow us, for the time being, to
draw a final conclusion, due to the sounding-character of the achaeological
inquiries concerning both the archaeological site of the Moigrad knoll, where
exhaustive diggings on representative microzones are necessary.
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* The knoll of Moigrad is even now rich in sources of water situated near the zones fortified during
the Dacian epoch. The source of water which supplied the Roman cistern build on the knoll, surely
had a constant debit even before the Roman conquest (Al. V. Matei, quoted work, p. 126-128).
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Pl. 1. The general plan of scttlements - 1958-1995.
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