
The Reflexes of the Proto-Indo-European Laryngeals 

in Thracian 

Georgi T. RIKOV (Sofia) 

The hasic features of the Thracian comparative-historical phonology are 
well estahlished hy Georgiev; as it is known, one of his great achivements in the 
field of the Palaeo-Balkan linguistics is the identification of Thracian and Daco
Moesian as different and specific Indo-European languagesI . Although Georgiev 
sporadically applied the laryngeal theory to Thracian, many of the Thracian reflex
es of the PIE laryngeals can he outlined on the hasis of his investigations; there are 
also a few controversial prohlems which call for explanation. In any case, it seems 
that a systematic survey of the laryngeal developments in Thracian would he use
ful. 

1 .  There are no 'prothetic vowels' in Thracian2 . 
Thus, Thrac. 'Pfjao<; (name of a Thracian king, 11. etc.) should he derived, 

together with Skt. răj- 'king', Lat. rex 'id.', Olr. if 'id.'3, from PIE * hyeg- which 
is formed with lengthened grade of the root. The reconstruction of PIE * h T 
is guaranteed hy the initial o- of the related Gk. opeyw 'I reach, stretch out' 
(< PIE * h;reg-) as well as hy the h- of Hitt. harganau- 'palm, sole' (< PIE * hJ[g-, 
see Weitenherg 1984: 223). 

If the river name 'Pfjao<; (II. etc.) is Thracian, it can he connected with ON 
răs 'rush', OE riis 'rush, leap; onrush, storm', etc . (see Detschew 1 957 :  393, 
Georgiev 1 977: 92); then, PIE *h1reh1s- should he reconstructed. The initial non
colouring laryngeal can he identified on the hasis of the related Gk. epw1j 'quick, 
violent motion' which is forrned with o-grade of the root and comes from PIE 
* h 1roh 1s-eh2. 

These two instances suggest that the PIE i-nitial laryngeals are lost hefore 
consonants (and consonantal r, 1, m, n) in Thracian; it is worth mentioning that 
counter-examples to this rule are lacking4 . 

True, the e- in the river names 'Eptyfov, 'Eplywv and Erginos continues PIE 
* h n cf. the related Gk. epc.po<; 'darkness of the underworld' and Arm. erek 
'evening' which point to PIE * h 1regW-. However, these river names are Proto-Phry
gian, see Georgiev (198 1 :  1 19) and Duridanov (1993 : 67). 

There is also no reason for assuming a reflex of PIE * h 1C- in the Thracian 
river names 'Axc.A.Wo<;, 'Axc.A.wv which are possihly cognate of Goth. ahva 'river' 
and Lat. aqua 'water•s. In fact, since the initial laryngeals hefore consonants are lost 
in Latin (cf. Lat. geră < PIE *h.zg-es-, etc.) and the Germanic languages (cf. Goth. 
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riqis 'darkness' beside Gk. epepoi;; OHG măen 'to mow' beside Gk. ci.µciw 'I mow', 
etc.), the derivation of Lat. aqua and Goth. ahva from PIE * �kW-ă (beside * ekW-6, 
see for instance Pokomy 1 959: 23) is wrong. lt is clear that Lat. aqua and Goth. 
ahva, together with Thrac. 'AxeA.woi;, 'Axe.A.Wv, can continue PIE * h�kW-, where
as Olcel. agir 'sea, see-god' is a w;ddhi- derivative which is formed with length
ened grade of the root and goes back, according to Eichner's law, to * h�kW-yo
(see Darms 1 978: 29-33)7. 

Then, Thrac. 'Axe.A.Woi;, 'AxeA.wv rcpresent the regular development of PIE 
* h2e- into Thrac. a- which is well attested by cases such as Thrac. Al(tKlj 
(toponym; cf. Gk. are 'goat', Arm . aic 'id.'), -cvrtov, -apa (toponyms Mwa-<brtov, 
Burd-apa; cf. OPruss. apc 'river', etc.), etc. 

The development of PIE • h 1e- into Thrac. e- is also well attested, cf. the 
personal names Eapevetoi;, Esbenus, E(Pevti; (:Lat. equfnus 'belonging to a horse'), 
etc.8 

PIE *h)- and *hxu- yield Thrac. i- and u- respectively, cf. Thrac. ''IaTpoi; 
( §2.2) which represents hi- 9. 

2. The PIE laryngeals between consonants yield Thrac. a in the first syllable 
of the word. In non-initial syllables, however, the interconsonantal laryngeals are 
lost in Thracian. 

2. 1 .  PIE Ch xC- > Thrac. CaC in the first syllable of the word. 
According to Georgiev ( 1977: 67), the Thracian personal name Batarni; 

corresponds to Gk. <Palaroi; which represents the superlative *<paf-taro-i; of <pcioi; 
'light'; then, we have Thrac. Batarai;, Gk. <Palaroi; < * !Jhh2w-isto-s, Gk. <pcioi; < 
* !Jhh2WO-S. 

Thrac . .da.A.a-, L1aA.17- (in personal names, cf. L1aA.17-(aA.ti;, L1aA.a-(eA.µ1i;, 
L1aA.17-JCop1i;, etc.) can be connected with Gk. eaA.eta (also ea.A.ta, ea.A.da) 'one of 
the Muses', i>ciA.A.w 'to spring forth or emerge with or from moisture' IO, i>aA.ep6i; 
'moist', Ann. da/ar 'green', etc. (see Detschew 1 957: 1 1 3, 1 14, Georgiev 1975 : 29, 
1977: 60). Then, Thrac. L1aA.a-, L1aA.17- should be formed with zero grade of the 
root, as Gk. i>ciA.A.c.v, i>aA.ep6i;, Ann. da/ar, etc. which, as Hamp (1984: 1 56-1 58) 
points out, represent PIE * c/ih21-. 

Thrac. -JCa1p17i;, -JCatPei;, -JCatPti; (in personal names, cf. AA.wv-JCatPei;, 
L11rov-JCa1p1i;, MovKa-JCa1p17i;, etc.) and lla1p1A.ai;, lla1p1v17 can be connected with 
Gk. JCaii; 'child ( a  son or a daughter)', see Georgiev ( 1977: 88-89; 1983: 1 1 57); 
then, the Thracian forms can be derived from * ph2w-i-!Jheh2' whereas Gk. JCa'ii; 
continues * ph2w-i-d- 1 1 . 

· 

2.2. PIE ChxC> Thrac. CCin non-initial syllables of the word. 
Thrac. ''JaTpoi; (Hes. etc.) corresponds to Skt. işira- 'refreshing, fresh, flour

ishing, vigorous', Gk. lep6i;, Doric lap6i;12 which go back to PIE *hJl°sh1ro-13. 
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Then, Thrac. represents a loss of the interconsonantal * h 1 and a subsequent 
epenthesis of tbetween s and r. 

Georgiev ( 1975 : 40; 1 977: 84-85) connected the Thracian personal names 
Kepa17c;. Kepaoc;, KepaovA.ac;, etc. with Lith. kersis, kersas 'weiB und schwarz 
gefleckt', Bulg cer 'black' and reconstructed PIE * f<(wJerh2s-. According to 
Georgiev ( 1958 :  25-26), Slav. *cersja ( > Bulg. ceresa, dial. cresa), * cersnja 
( > Russ. ceresnja, etc.) 'cherry (-tree)' and Gk. Kfpaaoc;, Kepaaoc; 'cherry-tree' 
(which can be borrowed either forrn Thracian or Phrygian14) are also related to 
Lith. kersis, kersas and Bulg. cer; see also Hamp. ( 1963: 298-300). In view of 
Thrac. "Jarpoc; which represents the change of PIE ChxC into Thrac. CC in non
initial syllables, Gk. Kfpaaoc;, Kepaa6c; cannot be a loan-word from Thracian. If 
Gk. Kfpaaoc;, Kepaaoc; is borrowed from Phrygian, it clearly points to PIE 
* f<(wJerhp-yo- and confirms Georgiev's identification of the laryngeal, lost in 
Thrac. Kepa17c;, Kepaoc;, KepaovA.ac;, as the a- colouring one. However, this analy
sis is hardly compatible with Skt. lqşna- 'black-dark' which is clearly an anitforrn. 

Thrac.  flefpooc;, flefpwc; are derived by Georgiev ( 1 9 8 1 a :  1 5) from 
* perh2w-ow-os. If so, the related Skt. plirva- 'the first, prior', piirvya- 'former, 
ancient, first', etc. clearly confirm the reconstruction of the laryngeal; yet the 
colour of this laryngeal remains unknown. Then, we have Skt. pt1rva-, OBulg. 
pnv'b < PIE *prhxwo-, Thrac. fleipooc;, fleipwc; < PIE *perhxw-ow-os1 5. Yet this 
etymology is uncertain. 

3. PIE CIJhxC (R = r, I, m, n) yield Thrac. CoRC (CuRC). 
Thrac. Corsulae (later Maximianopolis) is explained by Georgiev ( 1 977: 85) 

as * kfw)[hp-ulo- which is formed with zero grade of the root and appears beside 
the full-grade Thrac. Kepa17c;, Kepaoc;, KepaovA.ac; which are discussed above 
(§2.2). 

Thrac. x6A.rnv ·�vA.6Kaarpov' (Etym. M.), which is also attested as the first 
member of the compound floA.rnµppfa16, is related to Skt. plÎlJ (ace. sg. piuam, 
loc. sg. puri, instr. pl. piirbhil}), Gk. x6A.1c;, Ep. Arc. Cypr. Cret. xr6A.tc; 'city' (Att. 
x6A.1c; signifies 'fortress of the city, citadel', whereas the rest of the city is called 
ăarv), Lith. pilis 'castle' ,  Latv. pils ' id. ' ,  cf. Tomaschek ( 1 8 93/4 II 1 :  1 8), 
Detschew ( 1976: 374). The Sanskrit forms point to a disyllabic root and the -e- of 
Gk. x6A.eµoc;, Epic xr6A.eµoc; 'battle, fight; war' indicates that the laryngeal of this 
disyllabic root can be identified as the non-colouring one, see Hamp (1985 : 52). If 
the altemating pt- and p- (in Gk. xr6A.1c; and x6A.1c;, Skt. plÎlJ, Lith. pilis) point to 
an initial PIE cluster * tp- (see Hamp, loc. cit.), these words should be separated 
from the Indo-European forms, signifying 'to fill' and 'full' (cf. Skt. p.[JJâti 'fills', 
piirrJa- 'full', Lith. pilnas 'id.', etc.). Then, Thrac. x6A.rnv can be derived rather from 
PIE * tpfh Jfon than from • pfh Jfon17. 

667 



4. PIE CihxCand CuhxCyield Thrac. CiCand CuCrespectively, but there is 
no evidence for the quantity of Thrac. i and u ;  cf. Georgiev (1977:  1 65 ;  1 983:  
1 166). 

Thrac. TLTic; (cf. alsa the personal names Td}a, <:ht>a, eifM17, TI"th1) proba
bly corresponds to Skt. dfti- 'brightness, splendour' which reflects * dih2-ti-; on the 
identification of the laryngeal as * h2 see Beekes ( 1 969: 262). 

Thrac. Syra- (in toponyms, cf. Syracella, Syrascel(J)e, Syrasele) comes from 
PIE *suhx-ro-, to which OlceL siirr 'sour', Lith. sdras 'saline, salty' and OBg. syn, 
'moist' are alsa traced back. 

5 .  PIE CVhxC yields Thrac. CVC, cf. Georgiev ( 1 977:  1 64- 165 ;  1 983 :  
1 165- 1 1 66). 

Thrac. -(17ra, -(17T17c;, -(era (cf. the personal names Bevoi-(17ra, L1ivi-(17T17c;, 
Era-(era) comes from *sehrto-, which is alsa continued by Goth. seps (cf. mana
seps 'world, mankind', lit. 'seed of man'), OHG săt 'seed'; the zero-grade verbal 
adjective *shrto- is attested by Lat. satus 'sown'. 

Thrac. -deva (cf. Pulpu-deva) comes from * cfhehrweh1. 
Thrac. Aa-, A.17-, -},ac; (cf. the personal names Aa-sEvo�, Aa-(ep17c;, A17-

(eA.µic;, Tapov-A.ac;, Taru-Ja) correspond to Gk. Aă-, Aem- (in personal names, cf. 
Aa-yiv17c;, Aăpxoc;, Aem-Kljo17c;, L1opv-A.ăc;, A.a6c;, Ion. A.1]6c; 'men' (i .e., 'soldiers'), 'a 
land army', 'people', see Detsc�ew (1957:  273), Georgiev ( 1977: 86; 1983:  1 1 57); 
then, we must reconstruct PIE * leh2wo-. 

The Thracian suffix -TJVO� (alsa -avoc;) comes from * -eh2-no-s. 

6 .  PIE CVhxiC and CVhxuC are continued by Thrac. CViC and CVuC 
respectively. 

Thrac. I'aiop( a) - (personal name I'aiopeovc; gen. sg.) is compared by 
Georgiev ( 1 977:  7 1 ;  1 983:  1 1 56) with the Greek names <Paiopoc;, <Paiopfac;, 
<Paiopiac;, cf. rpaiop6c; 'beaming, radiant'. Then, Thrac. I'atop( a)- and Gk. <PaI
opoc; = rpatopoc; continue PIE * gWheh2idro-. 

According to Georgiev ( 1977: 89; 1 983 :  1 1 57), Thrac. -paus (in the personal 
name Vitu-paus) corresponds to Gk. Attic. xavc; 'child', xaic;; we have also the 
Cypriote gen. sg. <JJiA.6-xaf oe;. Then, Attic .  xavc; goes back to PIE nom. sg. 
* peh2u-s which is continued also by Thrac. -paus, whereas Cypr. -iraf oe; can be 
traced back to the genitive singular * ph2w-os. 

The explanations of forms such as Thrac. I'aiop( a) and -paus as * giv�idro
and * p;s respectively are wrong, since PIE Chxl°C and ChxuC are continued by 
Thrac. CiCand CuCrespectively, cf. Thrac. M17010Tg. (§7). 
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7. The laryngeals are lost after consonants (alsa consonanta} r, 1, m, n) and 
before vowels (alsa vocalic i and u) in Thracian. 

Georgiev ( 1974: 20) compared the Thracian personal name M11b1aTQ. (dat. 
sg.) with the Greek personal names Meyfarar;, Meyfar11r; which can be derived 
from the superlative µty1awr; (= Skt. mahişţlui-, Av. maZJsta- < *megh2-1sto-) of 
Gk. µtyar; 'great' (cf. Skt. mlihi 'great', Hitt. mekki- 'much, many' < PIE * megh2-i-). 
If so, Thrac. M11b1aTQ. can represent the development of the sequence Chx V into 
Thrac. CV. 

Similarly, this development is presented by Thrac. -(avor;, -zanus (cf. the 
personal names Av.Aov-(avor;, Aulu-zanus, Bri-zanus, Muca-zanus) which corre
sponds to Gk. -yovor; in 8e6-yovor;, Aa6-yovor;, etc.; see Georgiev ( 1977: 78) and 
cf. alsa Gk. lK-yovor; 'descendant of. Then, Thrac. -(avar;, -zanus and Gk. -yovor;, 
Skt. Jana- 'creature, race', Av. zana- 'people' continue PIE * gonh 1o-; forms such as 
Gk. 3rd sg. aor. middle eytveTO 'he arase'(< * e-genh rto), etc. indicate that the 
laryngeal is the non-colouring oneIS. 

Conclusion 

1 .  There are no "prothetic vowels" in Thracian. This is assured by Thrac. 
'Pijaor; name of a Thracian king (< PIE * hyeg-, cf. the related Gk. optyw < PIE 
* hyeg-), probably by the river name 'Pijaor; (if it comes from PIE * h 1reh 1s-, cf. 
Gk. tpwft < PIE * h 1roh 1s-eh2), etc. PIE hxC- cannot yield Thrac. VC,· for 
instance, Thrac. 'Axe.Ac.Vor;, 'AxeA.wv and Goth. ahva, Lat. aqua continue PIE 
* h�k'v-, whereas Olcel. O!gir goes back, according to Eichner's law, to * h�JclV-. 
Similarly, Thrac. Ai(tKft, -G.JCIOV, -apa, etc. represent the development of PIE * h�
into Thrac. a-; Thrac. EaPevewr;, etc. represent the development of PIE * h 1e- into 
Thrac. e-. The river names 'Ep1ywv, 'Epfywv (< PIE * h 1regw-, cf. Gk. lpePor;, 
Arm. erek) are Proto-Phrygian. 

2. Thrac. Ba1arar;, ..da.A.a-, AaA.11-. -IIatPYJr;, l:KG.JCTYJ-, etc. indicate that the 
PIE interconsonantal laryngeals yield Thrac. a in the first syllable of the word. In 
non-initial syllables, however, the interconsonantal laryngeals are lost in Thracian, 
cf. "Iar por; ( < PIE * h 11sh 1ro-s, to which Skt. işira- and Gk. lep6r; alsa go back). 
Parallel developments of the interconsonantal laryngeals are attested only in the 
Germanic languages, cf. Goth. fadar, English father (< PIE *ph 2ter-, cf. Skt. pitâ, 
Gk. irarftp, Lat. patei) beside Goth. dauhtar, English daughter (< PIE •Jlugh2ter-, 
cf. Skt. duhita, Gk. Ovy6.r11p. etc.). 

3. The reflexes of PIE J! and .f!.hx merged in Thracian, cf. Thrac. Lfop(ar;, 
Dorses (< *dhrs-, cf. Gk. 86.pavr;, Bp<i.avr;, Bpaatar;) beside Corsulae (if from 
• k(wJrh.2-5-ulo-, �f. Lith. ke/"Sas); Thrac. ZoA.r11r;, J:o},b11vor; (cf. Goth. guip, English 
gold < * i/1 J-to-) beside Thrac. x6A.wv ( < PIE * pfh 1ron or * tp!h 1ron cf. Skt. piil}, 
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pliram, Gk. xoA.u;, XTOA.ti;). This development is similar either to that in Germanic, 
where the reflexes of PIE lJ. and .f!.hx merged, or to that in Balto-Slavic, where the 
reflexes of PIE f!. and lpi x are distinguished by the intonations: cf. either Goth. guljJ 
( < •fi' /-to-) beside fulls, English full ( < • pfh rno-) or Lith. vilkas ( < wpcw o-, cf. 
Skt. vfka-, Goth. wul/S, English wolf) beside Lith. pilnas 'full' ( < • pfh rno-). 
However, there is no evidence for the intonations (and the quantity of oRluR) in 
Thracian. 

These developments of the PIE laryngeals in Thracian are similar to the 
developments in the so-called 'Northem group' (Balto-Slavic and Germanic) of the 
Indo-European language family. From the point of view of the Indo-European 
dialectology, the other laryngeal developments in Thracian are less important, 
since hx V- > V-, CVhxC > CVC, CVh;i/CICVhxuC > CViC/CVuC and Chx V> 
CVare changes, shared by most of the Indo-European languages. 

NOTES 

Georgi Rikov 
Depart. General on IE Linguistics, 

Faculty of Slavon ic Studies, 
Sofia University "St. Klimcnt Ohridski" 

Tzar Osvoboditel 15,  1000 Sofia - Bulgaria 

1 .  See Georgiev ( 1957; 1 977: 7- 1 92; 1 98 1 :  1 1 1- 1 32; 1 983). 
2. True, according to Kortlandt ( 1988: 73-74), "the close relationship between Thra

cian and Armenian should Jead us to expect non-zero reflex of PIE laryngeals in Thracian" 
and "prothetic vowels should he demonstrable". However, the available data do not support 
this hypothesis. 

3 .  On the etymologies ofThrac. 'Pijaoc; (a Thracian king) and the river name 'Pijaoc; 
see Detschew ( 1957: 393), Georgiev ( 1977: 92), etc. 

4. Georgiev's comparison of Thrac. 'Po/J6ir17 (also 'Po/J6ira, Rhodope, Rhodopa) 
with the Lithuanian river name Rud-lipe (Georgiev 1977: 92) implies that Thrac. 'Po/J
reflects PIE • h 1rufÎ1-, cf. the related Gk. epv{)p6c; 'red' < PIE • h 1ru<l1ro-s. The connection 
of Thrac. poµrpaia (also rumpia, romphea, romphaea, romfea) 'sword' with Lat. rumpă 
'I break', etc. (Georgiev 1958: 37) also suggests that an initial Jaryngeal îs Jost in this Thra
cian word; cf. Schrijver ( 199 1 :  236) on Lat. rumpă {< •h/·). In fact , there are no Indo
European words beginning with • r-. 

5.  On the etymology ofîhrac. 'AxeJ..Woc;, 'AxeA.wv see Georgiev ( 1 977: 1 60- 161 ). 
6. In fact, the reconstructed "':JkW-ă (beside •ekw-) presupposes PIE •h1kW-. 
7. Hitt. eku- 'to drink' and Toch. AB yok- 'id.' are related to Lat. ebrius 'drunk' and 

must he separated from Lat. aqua and its cognates, see Puhvel ( 1 984: 267-268). 
8. PIE •h�-, •h;e- and "'hx0- would fall together into Thrac. a-, but I do not know 

convincing instances of • h;e- and • hx<>- in Thracian. 
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9. There are no convincing representatives of PIE • hxlJ.C- (IJ. = [, /, ip, 9) in Thra
cian; then, it is not clear whether Rix' law operates in Thracian. 

10. On the meaning ofGk. t?ci,lJ,w see Hamp (1984: 1 56) with references. 
1 1 . Cf. Georgiev ( 1977: 88), who explained Thrac. -xa1fter;, -xa1ft7J<; and Gk. xalr; as 

• p:Mt-ibha and • p;w-id- respectively. 
12 .  On Doric iap6r;, Aeolic lpor; and the loss of the laryngeal in Thrac. �/arpo<; see 

Beekes ( 1 969: 1 84- 1 85). 
1 3 .  Cf. also the Celtic river name Jsara, etc. (Pokomy 1 959: 300). 
14 .  According to Frisk (1 960- 1 972 I: 828), however, the origin of Gk. Kepaoor;, 

Kepao6; remains unknown. 
1 5 .  According to Georgiev ( l98 I a: 27 fn.30), Thrac. Ileipoo;, Ileipwr; can be alter

natively explained as *pirw- < •prh2w-. Then, besides Thrac. CoRC (CuRC), we can 
assume also Thrac. CiRCas a regular reflex of PIE ClpixC (cf. §3). 

16. See Georgiev (1 978: 9). 
1 7. On Thrac. u (v, ov) from •o see Georgiev (1977: 1 64; 1983 : 1 1 66). 
1 8. I do not know convincing instances of PIE CRhx Vin Thracian. For instance, 

Thrac. J;;capa- (cf. the personal name J;;rap<i.boKo<;, Thuc., syncopated I:xaproKo<;, Spar
tacus, etc.) can be derived from • sprhx0- which is attested by Lat. sparus 'spear'; this 
implies PIE CRhx V > Thrac. CaR V. However, the related Germanic forms Olcel. sparr 
'spear', OHG sper 'id.' point to "' sporhx0-, to which Thrac. J;;;rapa- can be also traced back; 
then, we are dealing with the development of PIE Chx Vinto Thrac. CV(cf. §7). 
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