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The Danube Iron Gates area (fig. 2), Romanian Clisura, Serbian Derdap, bas 1 34 km in 
length, between Baziaş and Gura Văii l .  

The endokarstic forms are located both on the Danube bank and the valleys of its tribu­
taries springing from Locvei and Almăj Mountains. There are 70 catalogued caves within this 
area2, 1 7  of which revealed dwelling traces (see Appendix I). Unfortunately, some of these caves 
have been destroyed (Peştera de sub Stenca Liubcove1) 3, or flooded by the Danube (Peştera 
veterani - speleologica! code 22 1 112; Peştera Cuina Turcului - 22 1 1 15 ;  Peştera Climente II -
22 1 1 14)4. However, the speleological and archaeological investigations in this area are not con­
cluded; many caves are still to he catalogued and researched. 

1 .  Peştera Veterani (the Veterani Cave; other names: Peştera Maovăţ, Peştera Piscabara, 
Peştera din Pânza Curii) - 22 1 1 12; Dubova village, Plavişeviţa commune, Mehedinţi county. 

Danube waters presently flood the caves. With a length of 87 m, the cave is slightly 
ascendant and fossil, formed following the action of the infiltration waters. lt consists of a low 
entrance and a short gallery leading to a spacious hall having 37 m in length, 28 m in width and 
20 m in height. A diffuse light penetrates in the hall through a "window".  There are air currents 
inside, a summer temperature of 20°C and a winter temperature of 4°C. The humidity is about 
75 - 94%. 

F. Marsigli in his ''Description du Danube" has noticed the cave as early as 1 7746. Fr. 
Griselini and N. Stoica de Haţeg have also given information on this cave7. 

During the 1 9th century and the first half of the 20th century, several speleologica! and 
archaeological surveys and researches have been performed in here8. The Iron Gates Complex 
Research Group started systcmatic archaeological investigations. The dwelling traces are assigned 
to a wide span, from the Epipalaeolithic to the l 8th century. The results of the excavations are the 
topic of several scientific papers9. 

2. Peştera Gaura lui Călăfir (Gaura lui Călăfir cave) - 22 1 1 17; Dubova village, Plavişeviţa 
commune, Mehedinţi county. 

The cave IO is located in the area called "Cazanele Mari'� on the left slope of the Ponicova 
valley. lt is a fossil cave, having 5 1  m in length 1 1 , formed on tectonic fissures. The archaeological 
traces have been assigned to a span between Neolithic and the l 8th century 12 . 

3 .  Peştera Cuina Turcului (Cuina Turcului cave; other names: Peştera no. 2 from Gura 
Ponicovei) l 3 - 22 1 1 /5 ;  Dubova village, Plavişeviţa commune, Mehedinţi county. The cavel4 is 
located in the "Cazanele Mari" area, the Ciucaşul Mare massif, has a length of 40 m, a width of 
1 0  m, and is 25 m high. There are no air currents inside and the sun penetrates most of the day. 
lt is a static cave, safe from rains and wind. 

The cave is mentionated in the archaeological literature as early as the beginning of the 
2Qth centuryl5.  Systematic archaeological researches have been performed in 1964 - 1 969 on a 
surface off 240 square m. Dwelling traces have been revealed, assigncd to a span between 
Palaeolithic and the I 8th century16 .  

* The present paper i s  a n  actualised fo nn  o f  the article Archaeologica/ rescarches in th e  Danube Iron Gates 

zone, in The Thracian World at the Crossroads of civilization. Reports and summaries of the 'Jlh lntemational 
Congress of Thracology, May 20 - 26, 1996, Constanţa, Mangalia - Tulcea, Bucharest, 1 996, p. 332-333.  
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4. Peştera de la Sălitraru (the cave from Sălitraru) - 22 1 1/ . . .  ; Dubova village, Plavişeviţa 
commune, Mehedinţi county. 

The cavel 7  is located in the "Cazanele Mari" area. Dwelling traces have been identified, 
starting with the Neolithic 1 8 .  

5 .  Adăpostul lui Climente (the Climente abri) - 22 1 1 / . . , Dubova village, Plavişeviţa com­
mune, Mehedinţi county. 

It is located in the "Cazanele Mari" area19, displaying dwelling traces assigned to Palaeo­
lithic, Neolithic, transitional period towards the Bronze Age, Bronze Age, Early Iron Age and 
Middle Age, the Bronze Age traces belongs to Comeşti - Crvenka (phase II) cultural group20. 

6. Peştera Climente I (Climente I cave; other names: Preluca lui Climcnte) - 22 1 1 / 10 ;  

Dubova village, Plavişeviţa commune, Mehedinţi county. 
The cavc2 1 is located in the "Cazanele Mari"area ofthe Ciucaşul Mare massif, on the right 

slope of thc Ponicova valley. It has a length of 70 m. 
Archaeological researches revealed dwelling traces assigned to a span between Palaeo­

lithic and the Middle Age, the Bronze Age traces belongs to Comeşti - Crvenlca (phase II) cul­
tural group22 . 

7 .  Peştera Climente Il(Climente II cave; other names: Peştera no. 1 de la Gura Ponicovei) 
- 22 1 1 /4; Dubova village, Plavişeviţa commune, Mehedinţi county. 

The Danube waters presently flood the cave23 . lt is located in the "Cazanele Mari" area 
of the Ciucaşul Mare massif. The cave is fossil, horizon.tal - ascendant, with a length of 47 m 
and no air currents.  The temperature in the back part is I 5 .5°C, the humidity about 90 - 95%. 

The various dwelling traces are dated to a span between Palaeolithic and the Middle Age 24. 
8. Peştera Gaura Chindiei / (Gaura Chindiei I cave) - 2222/ 1 ;  Pescari commune, Caraş -

Severin county. 
This active cave25 is located in the Danube strait, on ''Rolul Chindiei': above the Gaura 

Chindiei II cave, 3 km downstream from Pescari. 
The dwelling traces are assigned to Palaeolithic, Neolithic, transitional period towards the 

Bronze Age, Bronze Age, Early Iron Age, Roman period and Middle Age26. 
9. Peştera Gaura Chindiei JJ(Gaura Chindiei II cave; other names : Gaura Mică de pe Rolul 

Chindiei) - 2222/2; Pescari commune, Caraş - Severin county. 
The cave27 is located 3 km downstream from Pescari, in the Alibeg area, 80 m above the 

Danube waters. lt is moist and cool cave, 1 8  m in length, lighted only in the aftemoon. 
It is the only known cave in Banat where rock paintings are recorded. There are 425 pic­

tograms, beside others that are wiped, assigned to different periods, from Palaeolithic to the 
Middle Age28. The cave is declared historic and archaeological reservation. 

10 .  Peştera Gaura cu Muscă (Gaura cu Muscă cave; other namcs : Peştera cu Muşte, 
Peştera Coronini, Peştera Golubăţ) - 2222/3 ; Pescari commune, Caraş -Severin county. 

The cave29 is located in the Danube strait, 3 km downstream from Pescari clase to the 
Babacai Rock, 28 m above the Danube waters. It is an active, descendant cave, 254 m in length. 
The temperature is about 12 . 5 - 13 .5°C, humidity around 96-98 % and there are weak air currents . 

Fr. Griselini is the first who mentioned this cave3°. Severa! dwelling traces have been 
identified, dated to Neolithic, transitional period towards the Bronze Age, Bronze Age, Late Tron 
Age, Roman and Byzantine period and Middle Age3 1 •  The cave provided shelter for a specific 
species of flies (Simulium columbacsensis), which disappeared following the increase of the 
Danube waters . Local folk stories tell that these flies came from the head of the dragon killed by 
a mythic hero Iovan Iorgovan. Like the Veterani Cave, this cave bas bcen fortified during the 
Middle Age. 

1 1 . Peştera de sub Stenca Liubcovei - 22 14/ . . . .  ; Liubcova village, Berzasca commune, 
Caraş - Severin county. 
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The cave was located under the rock called ''Stenca Liubcovei': where Bronze Age and 
Dacian settlements have been located. It disappeared following the building of the Moldova 
Veche - Orşova route. On this occasion, metal "weapons and tools" have been recovered32. 

1 2 . Peştera din Valea Ceuca ( other names: Peştera de sub Vranovăţ, Peştera de sub Coliba 
lui Vlada) - 222 112; Liborajdea village, Sicheviţa commune, Caraş - Severin county. 

The cave33 is located on the lefi slope ofthe Ceuca valley. It is active, descendant and has 1 32 
m in length. There are no air currents, the temperature is around 10-1 1 °C ,  and it is wann and moist. 

Between 1 987 and 1 98934 several bronze artefacts have been found in a niche near the 
entrance, which have bcen lost. 

Accordingly, one can state that the endokarstic forms of relief (abris, caves, and caverns) 
performed the role of shelter for peoples throughout the millennia35. Palaeolithic dwelling traccs 
have been identified only in the caves from the Danube Iron Gates arca and Cerna valley36. As 
for the other karstic areas from Banat such traces have not been identified yet, since the break of 
the so - called "cave seal" failed. 

In the Danube Iron Gates area the other periods and historic ages are well represented in 
the 1 7  archaeological researched endokarstic forms. 

Overall, the invcstigation of the endokarstic forms requests the collaboration of several 
specialists in different or related fields. The complex research group for the lron Gates has 
demonstrated the necessity of such inter - disciplinary investigations. Accordingly, specialists in 
speleology, palaeontology, archaeozoology, hydrology, ethnology and folklore should offer 
scientific conclusions on the problems raised by the endokarstic forms. The caves from the 
Danube Iron Gates area have temporarily sheltered man, wild beasts and domestic animals (the 
so - called "speleologica! grazing")37. Man has also used caves as worship places (e.g. Veterani 
Cave and Gaura Chindiei II) . Following their hard accessible location, some caves have been 
fortified with stane or brick walls (e.g. Veterani Cave, Gaura cu Muscă Cave). 

In our opinion, the archaeological investigations in the caves from Banat should continue 
with the stage of archaeological inventory, followed by systematic archaeological excavations. 
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESEARCHES IN THE DANUBE IRON GATE KARSTIC ZONE 

Appendix 1 

'; .� .� � c C> >-3 � -s ;:; �· c:Q u .! Nr. Name H)'dro· y 3 � < u = j � �  "" ;>  I Jl � .e � B  � i 2 '!ilj 'g .& a ><  � ] � trt speleologi�l 1 f: ·5 e � � s �� � � :� .o � r5 "' >  o Code < ci.. z i= c. c:Q u - ,,,... �s: 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1 1  12  1 3  1 4  1 5  1 6  1 7  1 8  

I Peştera 221 l/2 • • • • • • • Veterani • • • • • • • • • C+ l 
2 Peştera 221 1n • • • • Gaura • • • • • • • c 

lui 
Cilăfir 

3 PCfter'a 22 l l/S • • • • • • • • • • • • • c ... 1 Cuina 
Turcului 

4 Peftcra 22 I I/ • • • • • • • • • • • c de la 
Silitraru 

5 Adlpo$o- 22 1 1/ • • • • • • • c tul 
Moata 

Dracului 
6 Adipos.. 22 l l/ • • • • • • • • c 

llll hti 
Ctimcn-

te 

7 Peştera 221 113 • • • • • • • c Gura 
Ponico-

vei 
8 Peştera 221 1/10 • • • • • • • •  • • • • • • c Climen-

te I 
9 Pqtera 221 1 14 • • • • • • • • • • • • • C+ I ctimen-

te II 
10 Pqteia 22221 • • • • c Gaur. 

Livodi-
t�i 

1 1  Peftcra 222211 • • • • • • • • • c Gaura 
Ollndiei 

l 
1 2  p� :m212 • • • • • • • • • • • c Chindiei 

u 
1 3  �ra 222213 • • • • • • • • [)C Gaura 

cu 
MUKI 

1 4  Petten 2223/1 • • • oc GaUffl 
Haidu-
ceucl 

1 5  Peştera 22141 • • • o de am  ? ? Stenca 
Liubco-

YCI 

1 6  Pcttcna 222.Jll • • • • oc din ? V&Jes 
Ceuca 

17 Pqtcra 222&' • •  • • DC din ? ? Punctul 
Uricari 

DC=FURTHER RESEARCH; C=ALREADY RESEARCHED; D=DESTROYED; I=INUNDATED 
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Fig. 1 .  The map of Banat with the karstic areas. 
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Fig. 2.  The location of the caves with archaeological traces in the Danube Iron Gates area. 
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Fig. 3 .  The Iron Gates - graphic representation of the caves with dwelling traces assigned to different periods and historic ages. 
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