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Late Roman glazed wares from Moesia I, Dardania, western parts of Dacia Ripcnsis and 
Dacia Mediterranea, show numerous specific attributes with a particularly elaborated repertoire. 
It is clcarly distinctive from other ceramic material of the Late Roman and Early Byzantine 
time. lts simi lari ty with glazed vessels from adjoining provinces is striking, confirming that 
those wares are part icular phenomenon of broader m iddle and lower Danubian rcgion . 
Recognized problems, generally not sufficiently investigated, conceming the development of 
the Late Roman glazed wares, particularly its origin and its rcvival, as well as questions of their 
morphological, chronological, technological and distributional features , arc those wc havc 
attempted to answer bere. Presented are only basic attributes, without detai led research . • 

Production attributes. 
Glazc appcaring on a surfacc of vcsscls is , accord ing to thc tcmpcraturc of maturing, soft 

carthcn !cad glazc (wc assumc fircd on the tcmpcraturcs up to 1 1  SOC).  It i s  smooth, shiny, 
mostly transparent, though on vcsscls produccd in thc latcr phasc occas iona l ly appcar mat , 
unc lcar, b lur rcd g lazc .  Vcsscls  arc glazcd o l i vc-grccn , dark grccn , grccn . brown-grccn .  
ycl lowish-grecn or  ycl low, as  wcl l  as orangc, orange-brown or rcddish brown, oftcn i n  severa ! 
shadcs, w i th v i s i blc sma l l  holcs i n  structurc. Rangc of co lours origi natcs from two basic 
p igmcnts - iron and cuppcr. Dcspitc diffcrcnccs in colour and without physical and chcmical 
analyses, charactcristics of the Late Roman glazcd pottcry from Upper Moesia esscntially are 
thc samep. same structure of a clay body, which is coarsc and porous (sand and occasionally 
quartz arc addcd); s imi lar firing - vcsscls arc rcd or grcy fircd, if  thcy arc madc of clay rich 
with iron, or they are buff or yellowish-white if thcy arc madc of caolinit. Grcy care visiblc in 
scction of some vcssels, small holes, bubblcs and blistcrs in glazcd structurc, and diffcrcnt 
shadcs of glazc on thc samc vcsscl arc thc resuit  of hurricd carly phasc of fi r ing proccss, 
insuffic icnt ki ln tcmpcraturc, or quickly achicvcd and shortly maintaincd tcmpcraturc ' s pcak . It 
can bc assumed that aH mentioncd flaws and thcir causes were not the resuit of (a lot of) 
incxpcricnccd pottcr(s) . but i n tcntional ly undcrtakcn proccss. Mcntioncd production attributcs 
arc indicating thc samc origin - onc workshop, or thcy originatc from di ffcrcnt pottcr ics , with 
highly standardizcd production. 

Morphological Attributes 
Repertoire of glazed wares from Moesia I, Dardania and Yugoslav part of Dacia Ripensis 

and Dacia Mediterranea, according to the latest study (Cvjetieanin 1 997) comprises 1 33 types 
classificd by finding context, parallcls and production characteristics in thc Late Roman period, 
and l O types (or only 6,9% of typology) classified în thc Early Byzantine period. This is solcly 
demonstrating that glazed pottcry represcnts phenomenon of thc Late Roman times, and its 
recognition as only the Late Roman could bc justified. Later production is just an ceho of this 
manufacturc as a resuit of the idea of rcvitalization and reconstruction of the Roman imperial 
powcr during thc 6th ccntury. 
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Thc typology of the Late Roman glazed vessels from fon11cr Mocsia Superior compriscs 
at this moment 1 4  types of mortaria, 43 types of bowls, 7 types of p lates, 2 types of strainers , 35  
types of jugs and flagons, 3 types of amphorae, 1 O types of beakers und cups, 9 types of urns, 7 
types of pots, 2 typcs of dolia and I typc of lid. During the Early Byzantine times functional 
structurc is completcly differentp. I typc of mortaria, 2 types of bowls, I typc of jug, l type of 
beaker, 3 types of pots and 2 types of dolia were recognized. 

The variety of glazed vessels is obviously great, as already recognized by certain authors 
(Gudea 1 987  p. 4 1 5 ) and yet i ts repertoire is sti l l  not c losed. To the commonest types 
acknowledged by now, such as flat-rimmed bowl and plate, mortarium with flange, one­
handled jug with col lar rim, trefoi l-l ipped jug and flagon (Arthur, Will iams 1 98 1  p. 48 1 -496; 
Gudea 1 987 p. 4 1 5 , F ig. 3-7), one could add flanged bowls, composi te or biconical bowls, 
calotta-shaped bowls, variants of Pompeian plate, strainers, bottle-shaped jugs, two-handled jug 
with rigged neck, ring-bottomed amphorae with collar or triangular rim, biconical cups, two­
handled pots (urns) with spout, etc (Cvjetieanin 1 995 p. 27-32 ;  cf. Kuzmanov 1 998 p. 8 1 -95). 

Apart from morphological and decorative connection with terra sigil/ata vessels of the 
3rd century (bcaker: Ludowici VMc, VMg, VMf; bowl: Drag 37) as well as paral lels with si lver 
vcsscls (Cvjcticani n l 995a p. 1 69- 1 70) somc typcs ( 1 5 , 78%) wcrc dcvc lopcd from forms 
known in the repertoire of colour coated or plain red wares of the 1 st_3rd ccnturies. Most typcs 
rcprescnt new forms of the Late Roman times, those of sirnplified and functional recipient, 
fol lowing a ncw oricntation in ceramic production whosc attributcs arc rapidity, cfficicncy and 
mass production .  /\ part of lhc vcsscls (36,84%) has parallcls in thc rcd or grcy Late Roman 
ki tchcn vcssc ls, bul a n u m bcr or rorms is l.ypical only among glazcd vcsscls (43 ,60%1) .  /\ 
numbcr or  ncw lypcs di ffcrs in rclalion lo funclional groupsp. ncw typcs arc thc mosl numcrous 
among mortaria (92,85%) and thc fcwest wcrc recordcd among plates (28,57%), whi lc within 
somc groups, such as amphorac new forms do not appear at all . 

lt is to bc ernphasized, as already stated by somc authors (Kabakcieva 1 995 p. 275-276) 
that there are no paral lels between the Early Roman glazed wares frorn Moesia Superior and the 
Late Roman ones (Cvjctieanin 200 1 ). They do not posscs comrnon attributesp. fabrics, forrns, 
distribution, frequency, production ccntcrs, consumcrs, and function diffcr. Thc production of 
glazed vcsscls on this tcrritory has ncither chronological, nor rnorphological continuity. 

Glazed pottery appearing in the mentioned region is often without parallcls with cerarnics 
of othcr provinces - it is typical and specific for the rcscarched arca. This is cspccially truc for 
kitchcn and storage warcs. Howevcr, part of the rcpcrtoire is common for thc whole middle and 
lowcr Danube arca. A lmost onc third of the rcpertoire (4 1 types, i .c .  30,82%.) havc paral lcls 
cithcr in formcr Pannonia, Dacia or nowadays Bulgaria (B6nis 1 99 1  p. 87- 1 50;  Pannonia 1 992; 
Gudca 1 987 p. Fig. 2-7 ;  Kuzmanov 1 998 p. 8 1 -95) .  Typcs rcgistcrcd in all provinccs arcp. 
conical and scmi-sphcrical mortaria with flangc, flat-rimmed bowl and plate (both with inciscd 
decoration on the rim), one or two handled jug with col lar rim - at the same timc types that are 
widely distributed and most frequent at the research territory (Cvjetieanin 1 997 p. Fig. 1 -4). Al l 
simi larities are confirming that it is a phenomenon typical for this region. 

Chronology and Frequency 
In an attcmpt to determine moderatcly precise chronology of glazcd warcs, whosc dating 

as a whole in the 4th_5th centuries is already securely established (Vikic-Bclancic 1 970 p. 4 1 ;  
Brukner 1 98 1  p. 34; Gudea 1 987 p .  42 1 ;  Bjelajac 1 995 p. 33-38 ;  Cvjeticanin 1 995 p .  27-32;  
Kuzmanov 1 998p. 93), results of thc of typc appearance study as well  as thosc of occurrcncc of 
glazed pottery at particular site with great quantity werc uscd. The rcsu lts arc s imi lar, and 
together more reliable. 
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The Danubian fortress Diana (Dacia Ripensis) was chosen as sign ificant site having 
plenty of glazed vessels from well-documented contexts (Rankov 1 982 p. 5 1 -60; Rankov 1 984 
p. 7- 1 5 ; Rankov 1 987 p. 5-36). At this fortress 1 365 typological ly indicative vessels (or 1 306 
"true" glazed vessels, Cvjetieanin l 997l, , classified in 6 1  types, and 3 7 1  O glazed fragments 
were registered in the layers of the 4th_6t 1 centuries (Table 1 ). 

Table 1 

Horizon Period All Glazed % Shards Glazed Context CG 
vessels vessels glazed shards groups glaze 

vessels 

IIInm midd.3rd c .  1 1 57  20 1 ,72 885 1 37 85  23  
Ilnsa 414 3rd c.  1 826 56 3,06 1 2378 1 58 1 35 65 
Ilnsb 1 /4 4th c.  1 340 5 1  3,8 8392 1 04 1 6 1  72 
Ilsa 2/4 4th c. 690 60 �,69 4356 1 45 74 45 
Ilsb 314 4th c . .  3 367 455 13,5 23493 1 3 1 0 326 225 
Ilma 414 4th c.  1 1 36 1 56 1 3,7 6954 342 1 05 77 
Ilmb 1 /4 5 th c.  3680 4 1 0  1 1 ,14 3 1 338  1 1 37 423 300 
Ilmc 2/4 5 th c .  649 34 5,2 6295 95 99 47 
Is 1 /2 6th c. 2046 32  1 ,56 2709 1 1 66 1 95 68 
Im midd.6111 � 7 1 9  3 0,4 1 3676 24 57  1 0  
Il-1 mix 4th_6th cs. 1 326 88  6,63 1 056 1 1 92 70 44 
SUID LR & EB 1 7936 1 365 100% 1 5262 1 37 1 0  1 730 976 

Glazcd pottcry appcars in small amount alrcady in thc sccond half of thc 3rd ccnlury ( I ,  
721%), bcing slightly more numcrous al thc cnd of thc Jrd ccntury and thc first <lcca<lcs of thc 4th 
ccntury (3, 06% and 3 ,  8%). Its numbcr is incrcasing towards thc middlc of thc 4th ccntury (8, 
69%), and it is thc most numcrous in thc sccond half of thc 4th ccntury ( 1 3 , 5% and 1 3 , 7%). 
Thc occurrcncc of thc glazcd pottcry is sti ll considcrablc in thc first dccadcs of thc 5 th ccntury 
( 1 1 ,  14%), but it îs decreasing as approaching thc middle of the 5 th century (5 ,  2%). During the 
Early Byzantinc period glazed vcsscls make rcally small amount of pottcry ( l ,  56% and O, 4%). 

According to a chronologi cal attribution of typcs, primary basce.I on fin<l ing context, 
technological charactcristics and, finally parallels, wc were ablc to cstablish particular phases i n  
appcarancc of  glazcd forms,  wh ich  could bc cons idcrcd a l so  as spec ifi c  pcriods i n  i ts 
production and distribution (Table 2). 

Glazed vessels from Mocsia I, Dardania and Yugoslav part of Dacia Ripensis and Dacia 
Mcdi terranca appear at carl icst in thc cnd of thc 3rd and thc bcginning of thc 4th century. Thosc 
arc cxamplcs of mortaria that arc colour coatcd and glazcd, severa! with a stamp of artisan 
IVSTINIANYS (Bjc laj ac 1 992/93 p .  1 46 ,  P l .  IY/5 -8) ,  who is  considcrcd to bc active în 
Pannon ia .  Beaker and bowl în forms and dccoration known în terra sigillata producti on 
(Cvjctican in 1 988  p. 1120; Iljclajac 1 993 p. cat. 1 3 8 ;  Nikolic-Djordjcvic 2000p. IX/2 1 )  also 
appcar in thcsc timcs. Analogics for thc beakcr could bc found also in  Pannonia (Ilrukncr 1 98 l .  
T. 59/25),  so it i s  possible that thosc vcssels arc also importcd from this rcgion (Sirmium 
workshop?). 

Thc most claboratcd rcpcrloirc glazcd warcs posscs in  thc sccond third of thc 4th ccntury, 
and with rcgard to thc intensity of vessels occurrencc during that period (37, 44%), we assume 
that their organized production and distribution have started than. The richness of forms is sti ll 
high în thc second half of the 4th century, being even more numerous at the end of 4th and the 
first half of the 5 th century (44, 48%), thc time wc bclicvc to bc thc sccond important phase of 
glazed pottery production. 

95 



Table 2 

time eill- 1 12 2/3 IV 2/2 2/2IV- eIV effi- IV - VI sum 
function bIV IV IV IV l /2V l /2V V V 
bowls 1 1 1 7  6 5 3 7 3 2 45 
plates 2 1 2 2 7 
jugs 1 5  3 2 1 6 8 1 36 

beakers 1 1 2 2 4 l 1 1  
mortaria l 2 1 I 7 l 1 I 1 5  

strainers 1 1 2 

pots 1 2 3 I 3 10  

lids 1 1 

amphorae 3 3 

ums 3 2 4 9 
dolia 1 1 2 4 

sum 2 3 44 1 6  1 2  7 33 1 1 5  1 0  143 
% occur. 1 ,39 2,09 30,76 1 1 , 1 8  8,39 4,89 23,07 0,69 1 0,48 6,99 1 00 

Probably, the beginning of production could also be pinpointed by the time of appearance 
of s i lvcrwarc counterparts. The most widcly distributcd flat-rimmed bowl and flat-rimmcd plate 
do not havc d irect para llcls i n  thc ccramics of thc I st_3 rd ccntu ry . Form an<l <lccorat ion of thcsc 
typcs is identica] to a s i lvcr dish with pscudo-granulation on a rim (Agc of sp i ri tuali ty, cat. 55 1 ;  
Kondic 1 994 p. kat. 276) and to a si lver plate with star on thc bottom from Naissus workshop 
(Kondic I 994 p. kat. 270) rcspectivcly. Both fonns wcrc appcaring i n  thc first decades of thc 
4th century, produced in i m peri a l  workshops (Kon<lic I 995p . 1 82- 1 84). Additionally, the 
earlicsl cxamp le of lhe s i lver <lish is consi<lered to be the onc form Mi."lnchcn treasure burie<l in 
AD 324 (Wealth of  lhe Roman world, F ig . on p. 2 1 ,  No 8). Wc assumc that the car l i est 4th 
ccntury production of  glazcd cqu ivalcnts could  bc con tcmporary or vcry c losc ly attri butcd 
(Cvjetican in l 995a p. 1 69- 1 70). 

Thc cnd of thc production of thc Late Roman glazed wares i s  marked by historical events 
- thc middle of the 5 th ccntury, but according to resuit� of analyses of pottery from Diana, its 
i ntens i ty and rangc was alrcady dccreasing i n  thc first decades of thc 5 th ccntury. Glaze<l 
vessels appear, in a narrow scale, also în  the 6th century. 

Distribution 

The Late Roman glazcd pottery is rccordcd at 7 1  sitcs on the tcrri tory of former Mocsia 
Superior (Table 3; List of sites). Thc sitcs arc spread throughout the wholc arca, but region with 
high conccntration could be rccognized. ln Moesia I, thcrc arc 30 s i tcs with g lazcd poltcry, and 
in the Yugos lav part of Dacia R ipcnsis 22, cspcc ia l ly along thc fortific<l Danubian bordcr. Sitcs 
also appear în and around towns and along main communications. ln Dardania arc rcgistcrcd 1 7  
si tes, intense în  a rcgion of Novi Pazar and Tutin (SW Serbia), whcrc thc late Roman defensive 
systcm was constructcd and where fortified settlements existcd in the 4th to 6th century period. 
S i tes wi th glazed pottery in Dac i a  Medi terranea are vcry rare and scattcrcd . Levei of 
investigations could havc some bearings on the distributional picturc, but rcgarding cxcavatcd 
sites in th is region without glazed pottery (and they are rcgistered in the Western and Central, 
but also in  the SE and SW Serbia în the 4th century, or in  VI century, along thc Danube and i n  
the vicinity of  Cacak, as well as on  the territory of  Kosovo), i t  seems to us that i n  th is stage this 
map is pretty rel iablc. 
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Table 3 

Site Fort Urbs Fort. Corn. VICUS villa palatium Sacr. Funer necropolis s. 
function settl. metal rus. buil .  bui l . 
Province 
Moesia I 7 4 4 6 7 30 
Dacia 
Ripensis 1 5  2 2 22 

Dacia 
Mediterranea 1 1 2 

Dardania 7 3 2 1 1 3 17 
sum 28 10  7 1 8 2 2 1 1 1 1  71 

On the most sites, 60 ,  only the Late Roman glazed pottery was recorded (33 site with 
only 1 -5 types, 1 1  with elaborated repertoire), concentrated in the area of the fortified border of 
Moesia I and Dacia  Ripensis ,  with exception of Naissus and Romul iana. Diana, Ras and 
Postenje, later two in Dardania, are only sites with confirmed both Late Roman and Early 
Byzantine glazed pottery. Sites with the Early Byzantine glazed pottery, in contrast to previous 
times, are concentrated in Dardania in fortified settlements and forts in the area of Novi Pazar 
and Tutin and in the capital Iustiniana Prima (Caricin Grad) and its vicinity .  

Thc csscntial conclusion i s ,  as  thc typcs of  sitcs and zone of  distribution are showing that 
the distribution of glazcd pottery is connected with the function of the site and its place in the 
administrative and mil itary organization of Roman Empirc and mcntioncd provinces. Thc fact 
is that forts and fortresscs represent most of the sites (39, 43%) and other sitcs are mostly in 
areas w i th e i ther m i l i tary s i g n i fi cance  or  charac tcr or  they are on thc i mportant  
communications . This conccntration of glazcd pottcry in  thc arcas with mil itary function is  in 
contrast with nowadays-val id conclusions about its equal appearance regardlcss site function 
(Gudea 1 987 p. 425) .  If we compare already made distributional maps of adjoining regions 
(after Gudea 1 987 p. 424, Fig. 9) it could be obscrvcd that sites, of diffcrent function indecd, 
arc conccntratcd also in the rcgions with mi litary significancc, mostly along fortificd bordcr or 
in i ts h interland (Thomas 1 964 p. 207 -209 , 223-327 ;  Pannon ia  1 992) ,  as well  as on a 
stratcgically important communications . According to this, thc conclusion could bc madc also 
about thc main consumcrs of thc 4th_6th ccntury glazcd pottcryp. thcy arc so ldicrs, largc or 
major part of that population, that is troops pcrmancntly stationcd in thc bordcring zoncs 
(riparensh;//Ji11it;mc1) . l3�1 t ,  is the rclation betwecn soldicrs and glazcd pottcry cnding on thc 
consumcr/uscr levei? 

Origin; Productional sites 

Glazcd pottery forms the Late Roman and Early Byzantinc times from rcscarchcd arca 
does not represent ceramic class characteristic just for this region. It bclongs, as was cstabl ishcd 
according to direct parallels, to a large group of products of the Late Roman timcs typical 
especially for the Danube provinces (Pannonia I, Pannonia II, Savaria, Valeria; Brukner 1 98 1 p. 
34(with lit.); Bonis 1 990 p. 29-35 ;  Bonis 1 99 1  p. 87- 1 50;  Pannonia 1 992 p. 76-88;  Romanian 
part of Mocsia I ;  Gudca 1 987 p. 4 1 5-425 (with lit.) ;  Bulgarian part of Dacia Ripcnsis and Dacia 
Mediterranea, Moesia Ilp. Kuzmanov 1 998 p. 8 1 -95 (with lit.); generally: Arthur, Will iams 
1 98 I p. 48 I -5 I O ;  Iljclajac 1 995 p. 33-38;  Cvjcticanin 1 995 p. 27-32) showing general simi larity 
not only in the claborated repcrtoirc, but particularly in the production attributcs, crcating 
specific productional and distributional fashion or phenomenon. Occasionally, and in a small 
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amount, glazed pottery appear also in other western provinces - Noricum, Raetia, Geramania, 
Italia (Ettlinger 1 977 p. 1 0 1 - 1 03 ,  1 1 5 ;  Arthur, Wi lliams 1 98 1  p. 500, Fig. 30.7;  Paroii 1 992). 

So far scholars were i nterpreting thi s  c lass as a last phase in the development of  
luxurious pottery, whose origin, as  well as  production, although its distribution was indicating 
that glazed pottery represents not only a feature of Pannonian ceramic  evidence, but also of 
other adjoining provinces, were related almost solely to the Pannonian region. There have been 
assumptions that glazed pottery was diffused from onc center or one region, recognized usually 
(with reference to the earlier production in the 2nd_3rd centuries) in Pannonia (Vikic-Bclancic 
1 970 p. 34; Ettlinger 1 977 p. 1 02; Brukner 1 98 1  p. 34; Bonis 1 990 p. 29-35), with rare scholars 
who connected its revival with Italia (Arthur, Will iams 1 98 1  p. 496-498). There were alsa some 
authors that cautiously wrote that it was too early to draw any conclusions about the origin of 
glazed pottery (Gudea l 987p. 4 1 9).  Possible reasons of its revival after almost one century was 
not talked about much unti l recently Cvjetieanin 1 997 p. 1 7-25). 

In our opinion, both the great an10unt of discovered glazed vessels and its simultaneous 
distribution in the wide area, are making the conclusion about its being a product of one center 
not plausiblc, except if that was a big manufacture similar to thc 1 st_3rd ccnturies terra sigillata 
workshops, with elaborate and well organized distr ibutional and tradc net. Amang so far 
established production sites, such as Gorsium, Tokod, Poetovio, Neviodunum, Emona, Mursa, 
Cibale and Sirmium (Vikic-Bclancic 1 970 p. 4 1 ;  B6nis 1 990 p. 29-35) ,  a workshop of that 
capacity, capable of satisfying hugc market was not idcntified. Additionally, as ncw rcsults are 
showing, thc Late Roman glazed pottcry in Danubc provinccs îs appcaring at thc same timc, în 
thc first decades of  thc 4th century, wi th rare cxamples in Pannonia in thc end of 3 rd ccntury, 
and that is indicating that its pattern of distrîbution was dispersai . It seems to us that an answer 
about appearance and production o f  the Late Roman glazed pottery cou ld be found in a 
capabil i ly of  Roman systcm to establish and dcvclop, in a short period and on a large terrî tory, 
product îon that sa t i s fy particular nccds, e i thcr by s imple spread î ng (exchangc ,  trave l i ng  
artisans) of ncw technologîes that arc recognizcd i n  spcci fie moment a s  the mosţ a<lcquatc, or 
by syslcmatic spreadîng, wîth a control of existing state structurcs (admi nistrat ion, army). 

Consequcntly, onc of thc regions of provcnancc could also bc thc tcrri tory wc were 
investigating. The idea of a local production of glazed pottery is supported with certain 
elements : tcchnological simi larity of the Late Roman glazcd vcssels ; claboratcd rcpcrtoire that 
compriscs largcly typcs typical only for researchcd region; parallcls in the typical local rcd and 
grcy kitchen ware; abundance of pottery (Diana: 1 306 vcssels) ; large distribution of glazed 
pottcry - 64 Late Roman sites (7 1 with those from the 6th ccntury); traccs of glazc on a gri l l  of 
a kiln from Viminacium cxcavatcd in an arca of canabac, datcd by coin of Constantin thc Great 
(Kondic, Zotovic  1 974 p. 95) ,  with glazcd vcsscls also in fil l ing (Bjc laj ac i 996 p. I 04); 
technical pottery with glazed traces found in kiln at Diana (tubuli used as sti lts ,  cf. Swan 1 984 
p. 40, P I .  9; Kuzmanov I 998p.  94, glazcd tubuli in Ratiaria). The s i tuation in Bulgaria is 
simi lar, for cxamplc (Kuzmanov 1 998 p. 93-94). 

The assumption about local origin of glazed vessels could he supported also with 
morphological, technological and distribution attributes of the Late Roman glazed lamps from 
thc samc tcrri tory (Cvjetieanin 1 997 p. Sv 1-Sv l l ), as wcll as with an existcnce of a specific 
group of rcd and grey kitchenware with traccs of glaze on exterior surface as stains or dots 
(Cvjeticanin 1 995 p. 29, P I .  2). lt seems that they were fired together with glazed pottery. Sites 
with this kind of pottery (Singidunum, Ravna, Boljetin, Diana, Pontes, Mora Vagei , Sarkamen, 
Romuliana, Rgotina, Postenje, Ras, and lustiniana Prima) are situatcd in the arcas werc thc 
concentration of the glazcd pottery is thc mast dense, and often thosc arc thc s i tcs with 
discovcrc<l ki lns. 

Productional s i tcs (ki lns) datcd to the Late Roman and Early Byzantine period wcrc 
found at Singidunum (Bjclajac l 982p. 1 3), Ravna (Kondic 1 966 p. 98; Kondic 1 967 p. 67), 
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Boljeti n (Zotovic 1 982/83 p .  220,  T. I I l/2) ,  Diana (Cvjeticanin 1 99 7  p .  1 8 ), and Pontes 
(Garasanin, Vasic 1 987  p. plan X). Ceramic center with pottery and ti le ki lns, the )atest kiln 
active during the wholc 4th century, was found at Viminacium (Jordovic 1 994 p. 95- 1 06). 

According to this data, centcrs for the glazed pottery productions ( individual workshops, 
with exccption of Viminacium probably) could be found at Singidunum, Viminacium, Ravna, 
Boljetin, Diana, Pontes, Mora Vagei, Romuliana, Postenje or Ras, during 4th_5 th centuries , and 
in the 6th ccntury at Diana, in the area of Novi Pazar and at lustiniana Prima. Summing up, 
production sites arc situated at thc Danubian border of Mocsia I and Dacia Ripcnsis and in its 
surrounding area, as wel l as near to defensive systcm in Dardania, around Ras and Postenje. 
Those workshops are not only in the rcgion with military character but at sites with mil itary 
function - mainly forts and fortresses . lt seems that glazed pottery was not only a mili tary 
necessity but also a mil itary pottery (Cvjetieanin 1 997 p. 1 8- 1 9) .  lts samcness of production 
and forms, and especially standardizcd dimcnsions of particular, the most widely distributcd 
types, indicating uniformity that is a resuit of specific standards .  Arc those standards connected 
with military supply? Is the revival of this technique only accidentally happening at the same 
time as great strategic changes and reforms undcrtaken by Constantin thc Great (continuing 
mi litary rcform crcatcd by Dioclctianus)? Th is conncction bctwccn army and glazed pottcry 
scems to us a really valuable l ine for solving some of the problems of glazed pottcry. 

Shortly, initial impulsc for thc rcvival of glazed tcchnique emcrgcd in Pannonia, in the 
second half of thc 3rd ccntury, conncctcd with products of artisan Iustin ianus . But, its full and 
genuine timc of pfoduction and distribution, whcn glazcd pottcry appcarcd simultancously on a 
largcr tcrritory of middle and lowcr Danubian provinces, is thc bcginning of thc 4th ccntury . 
.Judging by its attributcs, particu lar standards in its production arc cxisting in thc sccond th ird of 
thc 4th ccntury, and thosc wc arc rclati ng to mi l i tary product ion ,  i n i t i a tcd in thc rcign o f  
Consta n t i n  ( i n  forms that  have morpho logi ca l  parallcls in s i lvcrwarc prod uccd in i m per i a l  
workshops),  whi Ic in thc sccond phasc of  i t s  intensive output, al the cnd of  Lhc 4th  a n d  in the 
first hal f (bcginning) of thc 5 111 ccntury indivi<luality cou ld bc obscrvcd . Sl ightly carl icr, in the 
sccond ha lf of thc 4th ccntury, thc bcgi nn ing of production in thc rcgions far from limes could 
bc dated , i n  thc h in terland (Novi Paza r  for cxamplc) .  Product ion is  dccrcas ing a ftcr thc 
bcginning of thc 5 th  century and was ha l t ed in thc m i dd l c  of thc 5 th  ccnt u ry . In the Early 
l3yzantinc t i mc on !his tcrri tory, the production and di stribution is sporadic and sma l l .  

A numbcr of  rcsearchcd itcms a n d  spaciousncss o f  thc rcscarchc<l arca a l low us  to 
consider attributcs of glazcd pottcry from formcr Mocsia Superior as charactcristics of glazcd 
pottery from Danubian provinces in general. Analyscs of this homogenous group could only 
cnhance solving of the ge�cral problcms, especial ly questions of production. 
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SITES IN CENTRAL AND SOUTH SERBIA WITH LATE ROMAN GLAZED CERAMICS. 

MOESIA I Karatas (Diana) F 
Beograd (Singidunum) u Kostol (Pontes) F 
Bc lj i na VR Krivclj VR 

Ljubiccvac - Glamija F 

Boljetin (Smorna) F Mihaj lovac- Mora Vagei F 
Cuprija (HoJTcum Marg1) u Mihajlovac - B iato F 
Cezava (Novae) F Mokranjske Stenc F 
Donj i  Mi lanovac ( Taliata) F Pecka Bara V 
Djula - Ostrikovac N Prahova (A quae) u 
Gradac - Donicko Brdo N Ravna ( Timacum Minus) F 
Grocka (A d Sextum Miliare) V Rgotina (Argentares?) N 
Jeli ca R Rtkovo - Glam ija  F 
Jerin in Grad - Gornja Crnuca R Sarkamen - V re Io p 
Kaliste(Munic1jJium)M Tck ija ( Transdicma) F 
Kostolac ( Viininacium) u Usce Porecke Rckc F 
Krnku-Lui-Jordan MC Vajuga F 
Lj iska Cava R 
Majdanpck - K ljanc V 
Mcdvc<lja( ldimum) M DACIA MEDITERRANEA 
Obrcnovac - Usce V Nis (Nair;.rns) u 
Orasjc (Margum) u Pirat ( TwTCs) M 
Ostra - Sokol i ca R 
Ravna ( Ounpsa) F 
Ri topck ( Tricomiu) N DARDANIA 
Sa ldum ( Grnt1°;m;i/C;mt;i/w7;1) F 13anj ica FA 
Sa paj a .,,. F Brcgovi na F 
S lanei - Ui Io N Caric in Grad u 
Smc<lcrcvo( Vii1ccia) M Drczga N 
Vcl i ko Gra<l istc (Pincum) F Djur<ljcv ica F 

Visnj ica ( OctHvum) N G lavn ik ( Vindem:„·) - Poljanicc N 
Z id inac F Gracanica ( U/piana) u 
.Zc lcfo ik VR Hum F 

Novopazarska Banja SA 
Ostrovica F 

DACIA RIPENSIS Pobuzjc N 
Bordjcj F Postenje R 
Brza Palanka (Egetc1) F Ras - Gradina R 
Donjc Bu torkc FIC Skopje ( Scup1) u 
Gamzigrad (Romulimm) p Sarski Krs - Duga Poljana F 
Cirabov ica - l3rzi Pru n  V Tupi Krs F 
1-l aj <lucka Vodcn ica F Zlatn i Kamcn F 
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* Dctai lcd study of thc Late Roman and Early Byzantinc g lazcd pottcry from this rcgion 
is in prcparation for publication. Monograph is bascd on Ph.D.  thes i s  "Glazcd pottcry from 
Mocsia, Dardania, Dacia Ripcnsis and Dacia Mediterranea" (Cvjeticanin 1 997). 
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Fig. 1 Selected late Roman glazed pottery: mortaria, bowls 

3 

4 

Sccond half of thc 3rd - middle of the 5 th century: 1 ;  4th_ midd le of thc 5 th ccntury: 2; 

sccond th i rd of thc 4th century: 3 ,  5 ; last quartcr of thc 4th - m i ddle of the 5th century: 4, 6 
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Fig. 2 Selected late Roman glazed pottery: bowls 
Second half of the 3rd century (beginning of 4th c.) :  1 ,  2; 4th - middle of the 5th century : 

3, 6, 7; second th ird of the 4th ccntury: 4, 5, 8, 1 1 ; last quarter of thc 4th - middle of the 5 th 
century: 9, 1 0  
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Fig. 3 Selected late Roman glazed pottery: p lates, bowls, strai ncr 
4th - m iddlc of thc 5th ccntury: 1 ,  2, 3, 4, 6, 8; secund th i rd of thc 4th ccn tury : 5, 7 ;  l ast 

quartcr of thc 4th - m id<l lc  of thc 5th ccntury: 9 
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Fig. 4 Sclcctc<l late Roman glazed pottery: jugs, tlagons 
4th_ middle of the 5 th century: 1 ,  2, 5 ,  8 ;  sccond th i rd of the 4th century: 6; sccond th ird 

of the 4th - end of thc 4th century:  3, 4, last quarter of the 4th - middle of the 5th century:  7 
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Fig. 5 Selected late Roman glazed pottery: jugs, flagons ,  pots, lid 
4th_ middle of the 5th century: 4, 6, 7; second third of the 4th century: 1 ,  3, 5;  last quarter 

of the 4th - middle �f the 5th century and 6th century: 2 
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Fig. 6 S i tes with recorded Late Roman glazed pottery: 
second half (last quarter) of the 3rd century 

4th - middle of the 5 th century 
second third of the 4th century 

last quarter ( end) of the 4th - middle of the 5 th century 6th ccntury 
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